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PREFACE. 


IN  placing  this  historical  work  of  my  fatlu-r's,  in  its  more  exteudcd  form,  ])cfore  his  towns- 
people, some  words  of  explanation  are  requisite.  The  delay  in  its  appearance  has 
been  unavoidable  because  the  task  of  brinjring  it  to  com])letion  assiinieil  much  ,t;rcatcr 
proportions  than  was  anticipated.  I  had  but  little  knowledge  durinji;  his  lifetime  of  the 
progress  he  had  made  toward  perfecting  his  plan,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly  a  year  had  elapsed 
after  his  death  that  I  was  able  to  conuncn<'e  such  an  examination  of  his  papers  as  was  neces- 
sary to  enable  me  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  undertake  myself  the  labor  of 
conii)letion  and  publication. 

At  tirst  I  tliought  a  few  months'  time  woulil  sutlice,  as  the  preparations  seemed  to  be  (juite 
complete;  but  this  proved  true  of  portions  only  which  pertained  to  the  anci<:nt  history  of  the 
town.  Kegarding  the  more  modern  times  numerous  scattered  notes  and  suggestions  were 
found,  but  frequently  nothing  whatever  to  guiile  me  in  trying  to  ascertain  the  author's  ideas  in 
certain  Hues,  or  to  work  out  the  same  when  a  theme  was  given.  I  found  no  single  p:ige  of 
fully  prepared  manuscript,  but  a  copy  of  the  former  "  Sketch,"  bound  with  as  many  ijlank  as 
printed  leaves,  and  upon  them  were  corrections,  addilious,  fresh  items,  etc.  Beyond  that 
scraps  of  paper  containing  facts,  dates,  references,  etc.,  with  now  and  again  a  few  pages  relating 
to  sonie  person  or  subject,  requiring  sometimes  little  or  no  change,  at  otli<!rs  partial  or  almost 
entire  rewriting— all  of  which  had  to  Ijc  arranged  ami  rearranged  again  and  :igain,  as  new 
links  were  added  to  the  ever-lengthening  chain,  or  new  threads  were  brought  to  the  almost 
endless  weaving  of  the  historical  web. 

The  book  is  simply  what  it  purports  to  be — a  "sketch,"  not  a  complete  history;  such  in 
detail  would  comprise  several  volumes.  As  events  have  transpired,  it  is  no  doubt  well  that  it 
was  not  published  before  the  division,  as  that  forms  a  proper  ending  to  the  history  of  the 
original  town.  I  hope  it  may  also  prove  to  be  well  that  the  longer  delay  brings  its  publication 
Into  this  our  bi-centennial  year.  Like  the  earlier  sketch  this  is  designed  first  of  all  for  Attle- 
borough  i)eople,  wherever  they  may  be,  and  in  what  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  linish  I  have 
entieavored  to  carry  out  this  evident  design  of  the  author,  by  preserving  many  things  of  peculiar 
and  personal  interest  to  them. 

I  have  been  most  generously  assisted  in  my  labors  by  those  to  whom  I  have  applied  for 
Information  or  advice.  1  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  I).  Hamilton  Kurd,  of  Boston,  the  compiler, 
and  Messrs.  J.  W.  Lewis  ^t  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  the  publishers,  of  the '•  Jlistory  of  Bristol 
County,"  for  their  courteous  permission  to  copy  from  that  publication  whatever  might  be  of 
•i^e  to  me;  a  privilege  of  which  I  have  availed  myself,  especially  outside  the  chapter  therein 
whicii  was  prepared  by  my  father;  and  I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  George  IL  AValker  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  Publishers,  Engravers,  Lithograi)hers,  etc.,  the  publishers  of  the  '-Atlas  of  Attlc- 
iKirough  Town,"  for  a  similar  courtesy  with  regard  to  the  historical  sketches  in  that  work.  I 
nn>  aNo  indebted  to  otlicers  of  Brown  University,  Amherst  College,  and  Yale  University  for 
"carching  records  and  furnishing  full  and  correct  lists  of  Attleborough  graduates  from  their 
respovlivc  institutions;  and  to  the  ollicials  iu  the  Secretary's  Library  at  the  .State  House  for 
tbiir  civilities  in  facilitating  my  researches  tlna-e.  I  am  under  special  obligations  to  :>[r.  Thomas 
A.  Itard.-n  for  many  essential  facts  which  he  took  considerable  troul)le  to  furnish;  to  the  IJev. 
'  ohn  Whitchill  for  the  valuable  information  he  supplied;  to  Mr.  Edward  U.  Price  for  important 
•"'  ;  to  .Mr.  Frank  L  Bal)cock  for  clear  statements  regarding  various  matt(;rs,  and  nuich 
needed  advice;  and  to  3!aJor  Eyerett  S.  Horton  for  placing  in  my  hands  carefully  compiled 
r«v..rds  relating  to  our  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War,  which  I  coul.l  not  otherwise  have  obtained, 
and  f..r  Useful  information  upon  other  subjects. 
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I  wish  to  express  thanks  to  those  town  otHccrs  wlio  placdl  records  —  Ijotli  ancient  and 
modern — at  my  disposal,  and  aided  nic,  materially  in  my  investigatiuns;  to  the  large  number  of 
business  men  who  responded  to  my  li.sis  of  questions ;  to  the  old  soldiers  who  rccalleil  inter- 
esting war  experiences;  to  Mr.  Everett  B.  Bli.v-  for  his  gift  of  several  pictures;  to  Mr.  Samuel 
M.  Ilolmau  for  his  interest  and  care  in  pn^paring  the  photngraplis  from  which  nearly  all  of  the 
illustrations  were  made;  and  to  all  the  others, both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  — who  number  too 
many  to  be  mentioned  separately,  and  who  would  not  desire  such  particular  mention,  — to 
whom  I  haveappliedfor  help,  and  who  have  bestowed  it  graciously  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  in  most  abundant  measure.  From  the '' Chronicle,"  the  "Advocate,"  ami  the  "Sun" 
I  have  culled  much  of  interest  and  importance,  and  it  gives  nie  pleasure  to  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness  to  their  columns  in  this  manner. 

Among  the  many  agreeable  experiences  to  be  remembered,  I  recall  with  special  jilcasure  the 
interest  shown  in  my  work  by  a  little  girl,  who  carefully  gathered  up  numerous  Ioo>ened  ends 
of  fact,  bound  them  neatly  together,  and  sent  them  to  me  far  over  the  seas  to  an  ancient  liberty- 
loving  city  of  mid-Europe;  and  in  that  same  city,  by  one  of  those  happy  accidents  never  to  be 
forgotten,  and  always  to  be  gratefully  appreciated,  some  very  essential  matter  relating  to  the 
first  white  settler  within  our  original  borders  — without  which  a  chapter  would  have  been  sadly 
incomplete  — came  to  me  by  the  hands  of  a  lover  of  all  that  pertains  to  early  New  England 
history,  a  courteous  and  cultivated  Boston  gentleman.  My  gratitude  to  all  these  my  creditors 
is  offered  in  the  name  of  n)y  father  as  well  as  my  own,  for  in  his  name  I  asked  for  aid,  and  for 
his  sake  1  am  sure  my  reriuests,  of  whatever  nature,  were  fully  and  freely  answered. 

The  book  had  assumed  almost  double  the  size  expected  before  the  nnmuscript  wa<  placed  in 
the  printer's  hands.  If  blame  attaches  to  that  fact,  1  willingly  bear  my  porlion  thereof;  but 
the  number  of  pages  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  good  people  of  whom  1  have  asked 
information  have  sliown  their  love  for  their  town  l>y  tilling  my  hands  tooverllowing  with  those 
incidents  and  occurrences  which  form  the  contents  of  several  of  the  following  chapters,  and 
which  were  of  too  nuich  interest  to  be  lightly  thrown  aside. 

No  one  can  regret  more  deeply  than  myself  that  the  author  die'  not  live  to  fully  accomplish 
his  purposed  work,  for  he  of  all  men  was  best  fitted  to  write  worthily  a  history  of  our  town. 
No  one  can  realize  more  fully  than  myself  the  many  delieiencies  of  my  own  share  of  the  work; 
but  I  offer  the  result  of  my  attempts  to  Attlcl^orough  people  without  hesitation,  because  I  feel 
certain  that  in  kindly  remembrance  of  the  author  my  many  faults  will  meet  with  lenient  criti- 
cism, and  that  my  many  failures  will  be  generously  overlooked  by  all  those  who  understand 
my  motives  iu  essaying  the  completion  of  the  book.  Numerous  errors  will  no  doubt  be  found 
upon  its  pages  — some  probal)ly  avoidable,  others  perhaps  not  so;  for  all  such  I  bespeak 
forbearance. 

If  this  "  Sketch"  — so  called  by  its  author—  linds  favor  and  proves  acceptable  and  u>eful  to 
Attleborough  people,  at  home  or  abroad,  wherever  it  is  destined  to  find  its  way,  his  long- 
cherished  wish  will  be  realized  and  my  own  highest  desire  fully  satislied.  In  writing  these 
words  of  explanation  and  preface  it  allords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  date  them  not  only  from 
the  town  where  the  author  lived  and  died,  but  from  the  very  house  where  for  a  long  generation 
he  dwelt,  and  from  the  very  corner  of  the  room  where  during  those  years  he  constantly  read 
and  wrote,  and  where  no  doubt  he  often  thought  of  those  early  days  whose  annals  he  so 
zealously  investigated,  and  upon  whose  occurrences  his  fancy  ever  loved  to  dwell. 

TiiK  Editor. 
ATTLKBOROUciit,  July,  ISttt. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH    OF   THE   AUTHOR. 


Hon.  John  Daggett,  the  author  of  this  work,  was  boru  in  Attleborongli, 
February    10,  1805,    one  of   the   seventh   generation  of   his  family    in    this 
country.     The  first  of  the  name  to  emigrate  from  his  native  hind  was  one 
John  Doggett,  who  came  over  in  Winthrop's  lleet  in   1630.     llis   name  is 
found  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  admission  as  freeman,  October  lO,  1G30, 
and  he  was  among  the  first  admitted,  —  No.  8,  —  May  18,  1631.     He  was  a 
proprietor,  and  among  the  first  settlers  of  Watcrtown,  this  State.     That  town 
was   settled    in    1630    and  was  for    many   years   larger   than    lioston.     Mr. 
Do<:gett's  homestead  there  was  adjoining  Fresh  Pond,  where  a  hotel  of  that 
name  now  stands,  and  contaiiied  about  fifteen  acres.     He  had  six  lots  and  a 
frrant  of  eiahtv  acres.     He  seems  to  have  been  actively  engaged  with  Gov- 
ernor Mayhew — then  a  resident  of  Watertown  —  in  getting  up  a  company  to 
occupy  Martha's   Vineyard,    "  the  island   of    which  Governor   Mayhew  had 
purchased  the  grant,"  and  about  1644  he  went  there  in  the  company  of  the 
new   governor,   and,   it  is    said,   "  was    thus    intimately  associated  with  the 
Mayhews  in  the  government  of  the  colony,  as  indeed  the  Daggetts  continued 
to  be  not  only  for  some  succeeding  generations  but  down  to  the  present  day." 
Thomas  Mayhew,  "  a  merchant,"  was   born    in    Southampton,  England,  in 
1591.     He  came  to  this  country  and  settled  first  in  Medford,  then  removed 
to  AVatertown,  and  from  there  to  Martha's  Vineyard  as  its  proprietor  and 
governor.     He  died  in  1681,  six  days  before  he  was  ninety.     He  had  been  a 
representative  in  this  State,  and  was  a  preacher  to  the    Indians   for  some 
thirty-three  years.     His  first   wife    died    in  England ;    the   second  one  was 
Grace,  widow  of  Tiiomas  l^ayne,  of  London.     Two  of  his  descendants  were 
missionaries  to  the  Indians   and  many  of  them  have  been  prominent  men. 
Of  one  of  these,  Thomas,  a  son,  an  interesting  story  is  related.     He  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College  and  prepared  himself  to  be  a  missionary,  going  as 
«ueh  to  the  Vineyard  in  1642.  two  years  before  his  father  took  up  a  residence 
there.     He  was  very  successful  as  a  teacher  and  preacher  among  those  native 
people,  and  they  became  exceedingly  attached  to  him.     He  finally  decided  to 
go  to  England   to  solicit  funds  witli  wiiich   to   build  a  church    and    provide 
otlicr  things  needed  by  his  pupils,  and  in   1657  completed  his  arrangements 
for  the  voyage.     The  Indians   regarded   the    ocean    as    a    terrible    monster, 
bi'cause  it  often  swallowed  up  their  friends  and  canoes  when  they  ventured 
hut  :i  short  distance  fiom  the  land,  and  they  were  overwhelmed  with  fears  for 
th(.'ir  beloved  teacher  when  thev  learned  that  he    was  going  so  far  away  — 
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quite  over  this  trcaclicrous  ocean.  "  On  the  day  he  wiis  to  leave,  the  Indians 
gathered  at  a  point  a  few  miles  from  Edgartown  to  bid  h'un  a  tearful  fare- 
well. As  he  left  them  each  Indian  picked  up  a  stoue  and  placed  it  on  a  pile 
as  a  memento  of  the  parting."  The  fears  of  the  simple-minded  savages 
were  iu  this  instance  fully  realized,  for  the  ship  in  which  Mr.  Mayhew  sailed 
was  never  heard  from.  Tlie  place  of  parting  became  a  sacred  one  to  them 
and  their  descendants,  for,  long  after  the  last  one  who  had  soon  ]Mr.  Mayhew 
had  died,  "each  Indian  as  he  passed  the  sacred  spot  added  a  stone  to  the 
monumental  cairn,"  whose  ruins  "  mark  the  place  of  the  sad  parting  to  this 
day." 

John  Doggctt  settled  at  Edgartown.  In  1G41  and  lG-12  he  had  become 
interested  in  grants  of  laud  on  the  island,  whose  privileges  the  ]M.ayhe\vs 
shared  with  him  and  others,  but  "  it  does  not  appetir  that  he  moved  directly 
to  the  Vineyard,  but  instead  made  his  houie  for  a  time  at  the  new  settlement 
at  Rehobolli,"  going  from  there  to  the  Vineyard  about  1018.'  AVho  his  first 
wife  was  is  not  known,  but  they  had  live  children,  all  but  the  eldest  of  whom 
it  is  supposed  were  born  in  "Watertown.  Of  the  death  of  this  wife  there  is 
no  record.  On  August  29,  1GG7,  he  was  married  at  I'lymouth  to  one 
Bathshcba  Pratt,  a  widow.  He  seems  to  have  been  in  some  measure  identi- 
fied with  that  town  previously,  and  to  have  resided  there  most  of  the  time 
after  this  marriage  until  his  death,  which  occurred  between  the  seventeenth 
and  twenty-sixth  of  May,  1673. 

One  of  his  sons — Thomas  —  married,  about  1G57,  Hannah,  the  daughter 
of  Governor  iNIayhew  by  his  second  wife.  She  was  born  in  AVatertown. 
This  Thomas  was  a  man  of  some  education  certainly,  for  Governor  Mayhew, 
in  writino-  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in  speaking  of  him  says:  "My  son 
Dootrett,  that  hath  more  lanrjuage  than  any  other  Euglishman  upon  the 
Island,  and  is  a  considerable  young  man."  Thomas  died  between  the  middle 
of  INIarch  and  the  middle  of  September,  1691,  and  his  wife  Hannah,  it  is 
supposed,  in  1722  or  1723.-  Of  him  it  is  said  he  "  called  his  name  Daggett," 
but  probably  not  "  until  near  the  close  of  his  life."  There  seems  to  be  no 
doubt  that  the  English  surname  of  this  family  was  Doggett,  and  it  continued 
to  be  so  called  for  about  fifty  years  after  the  emigration  to  this  country,  the 
first  iudicaiious  of  the  change  in  the  manner  of  spelling  being  found  iu 
records  on  the  Vineyard  relating  to  Johu  the  2d,  and  others  of  the  name, 
dated  lG7o  and  1G77. 


Slic  iii.iiritHl  iii;;ilii,  licr  sci'oiiil  liu<b:iml  lu'lii^'  Cnptalii  Sumin.'!  Sniitli,  of  Kilgartowu. 
her,  ami  It  Is  s.iUl  U\  ctl  to  be  103  years  oliJ. 
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.Tolm,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah,  was  probably  born  in  Edgartown  in 
lf)62.  He  married  on  the  Island,  and  his  wife's  first  name  was  Sarah.  Of 
her  other  name  nothing  positive  is  known,  one  account  declaring  her  to  be 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  Norton,  and  another  that  there  is  no  certainty  as 
to  who  she  was.  This  couple  settled  in  Chilmark,  and  from  there  came  to 
this  town,  their  entire  family  of  nine  children  also  settling  here.  Prudence 
is  mentioned  as  the  residence  of  John  Daggett,  and  that  was  a  portion  of 
Tisbury,  the  records  speaking  of  it  as  "  the  mannour  of  Tisbury,  commonly 
called  Chilmark."  This  was  the  seat  of  the  ilayhews,  and  is  now  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Tisbury.  He  owned  property  there  which  it  is  said  he  sold  iu 
1711  for  £300,  a  considerable  sum  iu  those  days  and  the  equivalent  of  a 
much  greater  one  at  the  present  time.  During  that  same  year  he  bought  the 
"Woodcock  Garrison  House  iiud  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  town. 
Upon  a  recoid  bearing  date  June  10,  1711,  Mayhew  Daggett,  his  oldest  son, 
is  named  as  "  of  Attleboro'."  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  he  preceded  his- 
father  in  removing  to  this  town,  the  latter,  with  his  family,  coming  '•  between 
October  17,  1711,  and  December  24,  1712."  lie  at  once  became  an  inn- 
keeper in  the  old  Garrison  house,  "  and  soon  became  interested  in  town  and 
church  affairs.  His  lands  being  located  on  the  road  from  Boston  to  Khode 
Island,  and  his  tavern  a  convenient  stopping^placc  en  route,  he  soon  became 
well  known,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Attleborough,  but  to  all  travelers  between 
Boston  and  Rhode  Island."  He  became  a  deacon,  and  was  a  representative 
in  1720  to  the  General  Court.  In  1722  he  sold  his  inn  property  and  two 
years  later,  on  September  7,  1724,  he  died.  He  was  btiried  in  the  old 
"Hatch  burying  ground." 

Ebenezer,  son  of  Deacon  John,  was  born  on  the  Vineyard  in  IGUO. 
November  9,  1721,  he  married,  in  this  town,  Mary,  daughter  of  Penticost 
r)lackinton,  and  about  that  time  he  bought  the  farm  on  the  East  Bay  Koad, 
leading  from  Bristol  and  Providence  to  the  Bay,  Boston  —  now  known  as  the 
"old  Daggett  place."  He  is  spoken  of  as  '' husbandman,"  "  tanner,"  and 
•'  iun-holder."  About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  built  the  house  there 
which,  with  some  changes,  is  still  standing.  The  old-fashioned  summer 
beams  extend  through  the  two  large  main  rooms,  and  the  immense  chimney 
still  occupies  its  original  space  in  the  centre  of  the  building.  It  must  be  one 
of  the  oldest  dwelling-houses  in  town.  The  old  inn  sign — a  curious  relic  of 
olden  times —  is  still  in  existence.  It  is  of  considerable  weight  and  size  and 
was  elaborately  painted.  The  representations  of  the  great  royal  crown  of 
I-uglaud,  in  once  glowing  but  now  fast-fading  colors,  are  still  discernible, 
and  liu'  date  of  1725  is  still  traceable  on  one  side.  It  ceased  a  century  and 
a  half  ago  to  swing  on  its  rusty  hinges  before  the  liostelry  door,  where  it 
»Ti'akingly  announced  comfort  and  cheer  to  mailcoach  traveler,  or  weary 
"ityfan-r,  its  life  of  bustling  activity  changed  to  one  of  quiet  reminiscence 
"I  the  big   lonely  garret  of    the  old    house.     Whose  eyes  have  scanned  its 
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brilliant  painting  in  colonial  days  no  one  is  loft  to  tell  us,  and  of  the  gncsts 
it  invited  to  refreshment  or  repose  the  voice  of  time  is  silent.  What 
changes  has  Attleborough  seen  since  it  first  swung  merrily  to  the  breeze! 
—  from  four  hundred  people  to  four  times  that  number  of  tiiousands  ;  from 
almost  a  wilderness,  with  few  and  lonesome  roads  and  here  and  there  a  rude 
and  roughly  built  dwelling  with  its  patch  of  clearing,  to  busy  villages, 
smiling,  fertile  farms,  beautiful  houses,  numberless  cheerful  roads,  and  light- 
ning railways.  Would  that  its  long  silence  might  be  broken  !  AVould  that  it 
could  voice  for  us  the  incidents  of  those  long-dead  intervenino-  vears  ! 

Ebenezer  Daggett  died  in  17J0.  His  son  was  .Tohn,  the  famous  Kevolu- 
tiouary  officer,  and  p:benezer,  his  son,  was  the  fathei-  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  full  descent  is  as  follows :  John,  the  English  emigrant ;  Thomas, 
second  son  and  child  ;  John,  third  son  and  child  —  removed  from  the  Vine- 
yard to  Attlel)orough ;  p:benezer,  second  son  and  child  ;  John,  first  son 
and  second  child;  Ebenezer,  fourth  son  and  sixth  cliild.  The  last  named 
married  Sally  Maxcy,  of  Xorth  Attleborough,  September  3,  1797.  She  was 
born  in  November,  1778,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Maxcy  by  his  second 
wife.  Amy  Ide,  of  this  town. 

A  story  of  considerable  romantic  interest  is  attached  to  the  first  of  that 
name  who  came  to  this  country.  He  is  said  to  have  been  one  Alexander 
Maxcy,  son  of  a  gentleman  of  rank  and  wealth  in  England.  He  was  brought 
up  on  his  father's  estate  in  the  country,  and  during  his  boyhood  his  constant 
playmate  was  the  pretty  daughter  of  tlie  lodge-keeper.  No  danger  of  serious 
consequences  was  anticipated,  and  the  children  were  allowed  tiie  utmost  free- 
dom of  companionship.  The  frequent  result  in  such  cases,  however,  followed 
here  :  the  boy  and  girl  fell  in  love  with  each  other,  both  very  naturally  forget- 
ting the  differences  in  their  social  positions,  and  as  the  former  approached 
manhood  he  announced  his  intention  of  marrying  his  little  friend.  This 
idea,  of  course,  met  with  instant  and  entire  disapproval  on  the  part  of  his 
parents,  and  he  was  at  once  dispatched  to  school  and  college,  with  the  expec- 
tation that  new  scenes  and  occupations  would  speedily  dispel  the  unfortunate 
illusion.  In  due  time  the  young  man  returned  to  his  home,  and,  to  the  dis- 
may of  his  family,  more  than  ever  dctei'mined  to  carry  out  his  purpose  and 
wed  the  woman  of  his  choice,  regardless  of  rank  or  position.  The  usual 
quarrel  ensued  ;  the  father  would  not  yield  and  give  his  consent  to  the  union, 
the  son  would  not  yield  and  promise  to  give  it  up,  nor  would  he  remain  at 
home  if  he  must  forfeit  his  wished-for  bride;  so  he  ran  away,  and  presently 
found  passage  to  America.  How  he  employed  himself  here  is  not  stated, 
but  some  time  after  his  arrival  an  advertisement  happened  to  meet  his  eyes, 
which  stated  that  if  he  would  go  to  a  certain  place  in  Boston,  something  to 
his  great  advantage  would  there  be  communicated  to  him.  His  curiosity  was 
sufficiently  aroused  to  promi)t  him  to  make  his  appearance  at  the  specified 
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place,  and  he  found  that  a  vessel  bad  been  sent  out  for  him.  It  was  thor- 
ou"-hlv  and  completely  equii)ped  in  every  way,  and  contained  many  costly 
personal  gifts  in  the  line  of  handsome  apparel,  etc.,  and  he  was  entreated 
to  take  the  entire  command  of  everything  and  return  to  his  home.  This 
voung  Maxcy  promptly  declined  to  do,  finding  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  this  new  country  more  congenial  to  his  self-reliant  nature  than  the  con- 
ventional thraldom  of  the  old. 

lie  finally  came  to  this  region—  possibly  to  Wrenthan:i,  since  this  tradition 
has  been  preserved  among  descendants  who  lived  in  that  town  —  and  found 
occupation  of  some  kind.  The  first  love  appears  at  length  to  have  been  for 
"■otteu,  or  at  least  supplanted,  for  in  due  time  he  fell  in  love  again,  this  time 
with  the  daughter  of  some  worthy  citizen  in  his  vicinity.  Others  also  aspired 
to  her  hand,  for  she  was  comely,  and  her  father  ''  well  to  do."  One  of  these 
suitors,  older  and  already  "  forehanded"  far  beyond  our  hero,  was  approved 
by  the  father.  The  story  runs  that  on  a  certain  evening  the  elder  swain 
was  expected  to  make  a  visit  upon  the  maiden  for  tlie  purpose  of  declaring 
his  sentiments.  Maxcy,  informed  of  this, —perhaps  by  the  fair  maiden 
herself,  for  we  may  be  assured  he  had  long  before  ascertained  the  state 
of  her  mind  and  heart  upon  the  important  question,  —  took  occasion  to 
present  himself  for  a  visit  at  the  same  time.  lie  quietly  but  determinedly 
outstayed  the  elder  man,  and  furthermore  presented  his  own  case  to  the 
father  in  such  bold  and  manly  fashion  that  he  won  it  in  spite  of  former 
obstacles  and  became  the  accepted  lover,  the  father's  consent  thereto  making 
the  young  people  happy  then  and  there.  This  account  has  been  handed  down 
in  oue  branch  of  the  family  at  least,  but  unfortunately  no  names  but  that  of 
the  hero  have  been  preserved.  Much  or  little  of  it  may  be  true,  but  the 
whole  of  the  determined  independent  spirit  which  it  ascribes  to  the  founder 
of  the  family  may  be  accepted  unquestionably,  for  the  same  spirit  has  been 
inherited  by  many  of  the  descendants  who  have  followed  him  here,  and  it  is 
by  no  means  wholly  dissipated  up  to  the  present  time. 

Khcnezer  Daggett  resided  always  upon  the  place  purchased  by  his  grand- 
father, and  there  in  the  old  house  his  twelve  children  were  born.  Of  the 
eight  who  lived  to  reach  maturity,  John  was  oldest  son  and  second  child. 
Like  most  of  our  town  boys  of  his  time  he  was  brought  up  in  the  occupation 
of  his  father.  lie,  no  doubt,  performed  his  allotted  share  of  the  lighter 
farm  work  thoroughly  and  conscientiously,  —  as  his  nature  would  prompt  him 
to  do,  —  but  taking  no  pleasure  in  the  actual  labor.  He  always,  however, 
evinced  a  decided  fondness  for  farming  theoretically,  and  for  many  years  he 
made  it  an  avocation.  He  enjoyed  practical  work  in  that  line  occasionally, 
but  liis  lameness  prevented  anything  more  than  a  very  slight  indulgence  in 
iHTsoiiid  application  to  it.  As  a  child  he  was  (|uiet  and  reserved,  and  tiiough 
lieallhy  and  strong,  never  had  any  special  fondness  for  rough  sports  and 
Kanies  or  for  indulging  in  boyish  pranks  and   frolics.     He  early  developed  a 
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quickness  in  learning  and  an  aptitude  for  study,  and  lie  ahvavs  liad  an  unnsu- 
ally  vigorous  and  retentive  ineiuorv. 

This  latter  was  manifested  in  a  remarkable  nuunu-r  at  a  verv  earh-  a^^e,  as 
is  shown  by  Lhe  following  incident.     When  he  was  three  or  four  vea.-r  old. 
lustead   of  amusing   himself    \Yith    playthings,  he    frequently  wanted    to    sit 
down  and  sew.     Upon  one  occasion,  when  he  sat  in  his  little  armchair  busily 
engaged  in  taking  stitches,  he  had  an  experience  like  that  which  often  befalls 
even  adepts  in  the  art- his  work  "plagued  him,"  and  presently  he  called  to 
his  mother  to  come  to  his  assistance.     His  little  soul  was  so 'vexed  within 
him  that  lie  was  moved  to  express  his  opinion  of  the  sewing    with  a   very 
short   but    very  forcible   word.     The  mother  was  surprised  a'nd  shocked  to 
hear  an  oath  from  those  baby  lips,  and  as  she  set  matters  right  read  him  a 
lesson  upon  the  wickedness  of  the  word  and  his  own  exceeding  naughtiness 
it  using  it,  bidding  him  never  to  say  it  again.    All  went  smoothrv  for  a  wliiie, 
but,  alas!  the  thread,  as  thread  will,  knotted  aud  tangled  and 'broke  a-ain,' 
and  again  the   childish    wrath  waxed    hot.     The  moral  lesson  was  speedily 
forgotten    in    the  all-absorbing   anger,  for,  as   he  called    a  second  time  foV 
assistance,  he  emphatically  doubled  his  former  forcible  expression.    A  scream 
of  horror  burst  froiu  the  lips  of  the  dismayed  mother,  and  a  long  aud  very 
serious   conversation    followed  this  second    indulgence  in    impioul    phrases, 
conducted  witli  severe  solemnity  on  the  pait  of  the  elder,  and  with,  no  doubt! 
a  sober  and  decorous  gravity  on  the  part  of  the  younger.     A  tract  upon  the 
use  of  profane  language  was  purchased,  and  read  so  often  to  the  innocent 
little  sinner  that    he  soon  learned    it  by  heart.     The  real  delinquent  in  the 
case  was  one  of  the  town's  poor,  a  boarder  at  the  house  of  Mr.   Dao^ett, 
then  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  his  was  the  language  which  hail  been  caught 
and  made  use  of   by  the  child.     That  he,  young  as  he  was,  understood  the 
lessons  taught  him  by  his  mother,  and  the  tract,  is  shown  by  the  fact  tiiat 
frequently,  when  the  day's  work  was  done  and  "Old  Sweet"  sat  upon  the 
kitchen   settle,  smoking   his  evening    pipe,  he    would    clamber   up,  tract   iu 
hand, —  though    he   could    not    read    a    word  and    generally    held    it    upside 
down,  — and  standing  by  the  old  man's  side  he  would  solemnly  say  olT  its 
contents  —  let  us  hope  to  the  aged  reprobate's  n-pentance  and  improvement. 
This   story  was   often  told    by  the    mother,  in  iier  later   years,  at  family 
gatherings.     Her  manner  was  inimitable,  and  convidsive  laughter  on  the  part 
of  every  listener  acct>mpanied  each  recital,  no  matter  how  oft  repeated,  and 
no  one    joined  in  it    more  iieartily  tiian  the  hen;  of  the  tale  himself.     She 
almost   always    ended    her   vivid    description    in    words    like    these  :    "And 
that  is  the  only  time  I  ever  heard  John  swear."     It  probably  was  the  only 
time  in  his  life,  for  his  language  was  always  chaiacterized  by  simplicity  and 
refinement.     He  rarely  indulged  in  extravagant  ciuthets,  and  he  nevor'made 
use  of  slang  phr.ases,  no  matter  how  apt  or  exi>ressive.      Another  instance 
of  the  power  of  his  youthful  memory  was  shown  at  a  "  spelling-match  "  held 
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In  tlie  little  old  red  schoolhouse,  still  standi iiir,  —  though  somewhat  enlarged 
and  differently  clothed,  —  in  New  Boston.  Upon  that  occasion,  when  he 
was  perhaps  eight  or  ten  years  old,  he  spelled  seven  hundred  words  without 
niissino- one,  and,  needless  to  say,  took  and  held  first  place.  In  after  years 
bis  memory  in  this  direction  never  failed  him.  His  children  always  found 
bim  the  equal  of  the  dictionary  in  tolling  them  how  to  spell  words,  and  often 
much  clearer  iu  explaining  or  simplifying  dclinitions  to  suit  their  childish 
capacities. 

The  New  Boston  district  school  was  his  "  hall  of  learning  "  during  his 
early  boyhood.  At  one  time,  lie  himself  says,  he  attended  tiie  classical 
school  at  South  Attleborough,  kept  by  a  Mr.  AVheaton,  but  at  what  date  or 
for  how  long  a  time  is  not  known.  Very  natu)ally  iu  the  then  state  of  society 
in  the  sparsely  settled  districts,  the  decision  in  favor  of  giving  to  a  l)oy 
a  "  classical "  or  college  education  was  frequently  the  result  of  what  we 
call  "  accident"  or  "  chance,"  and  a  sad  misfortune  was  the  chance  in  ^Nlr. 
Daggett's  case.  It  never  ceased  to  be  a  trial  to  him,  tiiough,  as  it  totally 
changed  bis  entire  expected  course  of  existence,  it  resulted  in  giving  him  a 
Iiigher,  and  very  probably  a  happier,  life  in  many  respects,  one  which  was 
certainly  more  congenial  to  his  nature  than  almost  any  other  could  have 
been,  and  which  -was  therefore  perhaps  more  useful  to  his  fellow  men. 

When  a  lad  of  fourteen  he  Avas  seized  Avith  a  serious  illness,  which  was 
long  continued  and  attended  with  most  unfavorable  results.  The  disease 
finally  settled  in  one  of  his  lower  limbs,  and  physicians  pronounced  amputa- 
tion the  only  means  for  saving  his  life.  At  first  his  mother,  proud  of  the 
manly  beauty  of  her  promising  boy,  her  oldest  son,  for  the  moment  refused 
lier  consent  to  the  proposed  operation,  feeling  ahnost  that  death  was  prefer- 
able to  the  process  of  maiming  his  body,  and,  it  would  seem,  his  entire  life. 
Such  a  feeling  can  be  well  understood  in  view  of  the  dreadful  thing  amputa- 
tion then  was  ;  but  of  course  she  finally  yielded  her  consent.  The  time  required 
for  such  an  operation  was  periiaps  not  jnuch  longer  then  than  now  ;  but  to-day 
jwwerful  annesthetics  place  the  patient  beyond  the  realization  of  suffering, 
and  under  their  influence  tiie  shock  to  the  system  is  reduced  to  a  minimum 
amount.  Then  ether  and  chloroform  were  unknown,  and  in  this  case  not 
even  a  drop  of  liquor  was  given  to  dull  the  sensibilities  ;  but,  with  his  strength 
jireatly  reduced  by  montlis  of  severe  suffering,  the  boy  was  strapped  to  his 
bod,  and  with  only  a  liandkerchief  held  before  his  eyes  he  endured  the  keen 
horrors  of  the  surgeon's  knife.  The  remembrance  of  that  half-hour  of  agony 
was  so  terrible  to  him  that  he  rarely  if  ever  referred  to  it,  and  he  never 
told  the  feelings  be  experienced  during  the  operation  ;  nor  did  tiie  older 
hi-*trr,  who  was  in  and  out  of  the  room  ministering  to  him  as  best  as  she 
could,  ever  mention  any  details  but  once  or  twice,  and  then  only  in  response 
to  earnest  questionings. 

After  the  double  strain  upon  the  system  of  protracted  illness  and  the  loss 
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of  a  limb,  progress  loward  recovery  was  slow  and  tedious  ;  but  at  length 
health  was  completely  restored.  Then  very  naturally  the  question  as  to 
the  best  way  of  providing  for  the  boy's  entire  future  arose,  and  the  only 
answer  possible  was  to  give  him  a  liberal  education,  and  so  prepare  him  to 
earn  with  his  mind  the  livelihood  his  body  would  in  great  measure  be  unfitted 
to  procure.  Such  a  decision  coincided  with  his  desires,  and  it  was  a  great 
pleasure  both  to  anticipate  and  to  realize  the  gratification  of  his  literary 
tastes. 

College  life  then  differed  in  very  many  respects  from  that  life  now.  Stage 
coaches  Avere  the  only  pul^lic  modes  of  conveyance,  a  carpet-bag  contained 
the  young  man's  personal  outfit,  and  college  rooms  were  plain  and  bare,  by 
no  means  the  luxurious  and  often  artistic  apartments  of  tlie  present  day.  It 
was  the  almost  universal  custom  for  students  to  eat  in  "  Commons."  They 
were  largely  farmers'  sons,  and  ready  money  would  not  be  easily  obtained 
for  the  payment  of  all  necessary  bills,  so  the  home  woodlot  supplied  the  log 
for  the  study  fire,  and  many  a  generous  store  of  good  things  from  tlie  home 
farm  and  kitchen  accompanied  the  loads  of  wood,  brought  to  the  college  very 
probably  by  the  father  himself,  who  took  the  opportunities  the  carrying  of 
such  supplies  afforded  to  see  personally  how  his  boy  was  "  getting  on  in  the 
ways  of  learning."  Upon  the  mother  in  those  times  devolved  the  preparation 
of  the  entire  wardrobe,  for  even  "suits"  were  then  homemade,  and  in  the 
case  of  which  we  write  all  that  proud  and  loving  heart  could  suggest  and 
capable  and  willing  hands  perform  was  done  to  make  the  physical  loss  and 
inconvenience  less  deeply  felt. 

Mr.  Daggett  fitted  for  college  at  Day's  Academy  in  AVrentham,  and  later  in 
the  study  of  Rev.  Alvau  Cobb,  of  Taunton.  In  September,  1822,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  entered  Brown  University,  graduating  with  high  honors  — 
third  or  fourth  in  his  class — in  182G.  The  life  of  a  real  student  thoroughly 
suited  him,  and  his  college  years  were  very  happy  ones.  Their  experiences 
were  among  the  most  cherished  of  his  after  life,  and  were  always  recalled 
with  great  satisfaction,  especially  on  commencement  anniversaries,  when, 
within  the  loved  and  honored  walls  or  under  the  same  old  trees,  he  met 
surviving  classmates  and  renewed  the  friendships  formed  there  in  the  years 
gone  by.  Tales  of  fun  and  joke  were  told,  professors'  whims  or  peculiari- 
ties recollected  and  imitated,  or  their  lessons  of  wisdom  and  good  counsel 
repeated,  and,  sober,  gray-haired  men,  he  and  his  comrades  lived  over 
together  those  pleasant,  youthful  days.  There  was  never  a  son  of  Brown 
who  possessed  a  deeper  or  more  lasting  love  for  his  Alma  Mater  than  .Mr. 
Daggett.  His  fidelity  never  wavered  and  he  grew  more  zealous  in  his  interest 
with  his  growing  years.  lie  was  proud  of  the  record  of  her  great  men,  and 
of  his  own  connection  with  the  institution.  He  allowed  notliing  to  keep  him 
from  attending  each  commencement  as  it  recurred,  and  was  present  literally 
at  everv  such  celebration  from  the  time  he  entered  college  until  and  including 
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the  year  of  his  death  —  sixty-four  iu  mimber — a  fact  which  can  be  recorded 
of  uo  other  graduate. 

Having  chosen  the  law  as  his  profession,  he  at  once  upon  graduating 
coiniuenced  its  study  in  the  oftice  of  Hon,  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  of  Provi- 
dence, a  distinguished  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar  and  a  member  of 
Congress.  Here  be  remained  about  a  year.  He  continued  these  studies 
in  the  ofHce  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Fiske,  of  ^Vrentham,  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  the  third  year  of  his  course  in  this  department  he  attended  the 
lectures  of  Hon.  Tlieron  Metcalf,  of  Dedham.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
iu  that  town  in  December,  1829,  and  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  opening  an  otlice  in  East  Attlcborough  in  January,  1830.  He 
continued  to  practise  law  in  his  native  town  throughout  his  entire  life,  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  years,  1833  and  1834,  when  he  held  the  position  of 
editor  of  the  Dedham  Patriot,  and  resided  in  that  town. 

In  183G,  at  tlie  age  of  thirty-one,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
for  the  first  time,  and  his  townsmen  paid  him  the  compliment  of  reclectiuo- 
him  for  the  two  succeeding  terms.  He  was  a  member  of  the  judiciary 
committee  in  1837,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  railways  in  1839. 
He  opposed  with  all  his  powers  the  plan  of  running  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  through  the  centre  of  East  Attleborough,  not  only  because  the 
proposed  route  necessitated  the  removal  of  many  bodies  from  that  portion  of 
the  graveyard  upon  which  the  track  trespassed,  but  because  he  considered, 
and  so  argued,  that  the  heart  of  a  growing  village  was  an  inappropriate  situ- 
ation for  railroad  tracks  and  a  depot  with  its  necessary  surroundings.  He 
foresaw,  as  did  many  others,  that  as  the  village  increased  many  inconveniences 
would  arise,  and  even  serious  accidents  would  be  abnost  certain  to  ensue. 
He  urged  the  propriety  of  taking  a  projected  line  over  the  meadows  in  tlie 
rear  of  the  Ilolmau  homestead,  bringing  many  excellent  arguments  to  bear 
upon  the  question  ;  but  all  efforts  were  in  vain,  the  idea  being  at  that  time 
prevalent  that  railroads  must  as  far  as  possible  be  built  in  straight  lines.  As 
was  predicted,  great  trouble  has  followed  and  indeed  coutmucs  to  follow  upon 
the  laying  of  the  tracks  through  the  village-centre,  and '  it  was  long  ago 
acknowledged  by  the  railroad  company  tiiat  Mr.  Daggett  was  right,  and 
tliat  liis  desired  line  would  have  been  better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

The  following  testimonials  were  presented  to  him  at  about  the  time  of 
which  we  are  now  writing,  and  would  seem  to  have  been  called  forth  in 
connection  witli  his  first  candidacy  for  public  office  outside  his  native  town. 

_  Dkdicam,  May  27,  IS-IO. 

riiis  certilii-s  that  John  I>:i,ir.-ctt,  Esq.,  of  Attlel.oroiigh,  pursiicl  the  study  of  law  in 
«"y  ollu-u  iluiiii-,'  the  year  next  preceding'  Jiis  aihni>sion  to  the  bar  — that  lie  has  since  practi.-cd 
•»^^  In  tlie  Conuty  of  IJrislol,  with  iionor  and  prohity,  and  is,  in  my  e.-tiniation,  entirely  worthy 
o  the  contidtMicc  of  the  pnhlic  and  of  any  iiidivi.luals  who  may  entrust  lo  him  the  niana-emcnt 
"  'UMncss  whieh  he  will  undertake  to  superintend.  I  mi<,'ht  truly  say  nnieh  more  — and  my 
'  '*lH>sitioh  Would  lead  to  a  fuller  statement  of  .Mr.  Dag-etfs  charaeter  and  habits.    But  I  am 
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restrained  by  a  belief  tbat  where  he  is  known,  or  shalj  become  known,  bis  deportment  ajid 
talents  will  recommend  him  nuich  more  eilectnaily  than  any  account  that  can  be  ,i;iven  by 
another.  TiiKnox  Mktcalf. 

Boston,  May  30,  ISoG. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowiiii,'  Mr.  Dairgett  personally  for  several  years,  and  it  drives 

nic  pleasure  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  [  believe  him  worthy  of  the  very  hiudi 

character  ^iven  to  him  by  Mr.  Metcalf  as  above.  IIouaCE  Manx. 

These  are  words  of  high  pr.'iise,  but  only  such  as  were  well  deserved  by 
Mr.  Daggett  both  at  that  early  period  of  his  life  and  ever  after,  for  his 
course  as  a  man  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  as  a 
lawyer  the  confidence  of  all  who  employed  him. 

He  began  very  early  to  take  au  active  interest  in  tlie  cause  of  common- 
school  education  in  this  town  —  at  or  about  the  time  when  Horace  ]\[ann  was 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  rendered  such  distinguished  serv- 
ices not  only  to  Massachusetts  but  to  the  country.  Mr.  Daijo-ett  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  in  town  for  fully  fifteen  years,  and  dnriuo- 
the  greater  part  of  that  time  was  its  chairman.  He  labored  earnestly  and 
conscientiously  in  this  direction,  because  he  fully  comprehended  the  impor- 
tance of  free  and  general  education  to  the  highest  success  of  a  republican 
form  of  government.  lie  lived  long  enough  to  see  marvelous  improvements 
in  this  direction  throughout  the  entire  land,  and  witnessed  Avith  great  satis- 
faction the  fulfillment  of  many  of  his  wishes  for  advancement  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  own  town.  lie  was  for  many  years  a  leadinii;  man  in  his 
parish,  that  of  the  Second  Precinct,  and  for  a  numl)er  of  vears  the  chairman 
of  its  committee  —  this  latter  at  a  time  when  an  unusual  amount  of  respon- 
sibility fell  upon  the  committee,  both  financially  and  in  other  directions. 

On  June  18,  1840,  he  was  married  in  Sutton,  this  State,  to  Miss  Nancy 
McClcUan  Boomer,  a  daughter  of  Eev.  Job  B.  Boomer,  then  a  resident  of 
that  town,  where  she  was  born.  September  29,  1819.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, five  of  -whoin  died  in  infancy  or  at  an  early  age.  The  two  surviving 
are  John  Mayhew  Daggett,  a  resident  of  IMarianna,  Ark.,  and  Amelia  Maxcy 
Daggett  (Mrs.  George  St.  John  She(lield),  now  a  resident  of  Attleborough. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  ISIr.  Daggett  resided  with  his  family  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  perhaps  a  year  thereafter.  He  then 
removed  to  the  village,  and  for  a  few  years  lived  in  the  bvo-tenement  house 
which  stood,  until  within  a  comparatively  recent  date,  between  "the  long 
block "  and  the  residence  of  tlie  late  William  INL  Fisher,  on  North  INIain 
Street,  and  which  now  stands  directly  back  of  that  site,  having  been  moved 
to  make  place  for  Crandall's  r>lock.  The  estate  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Kichardsou, 
the  founder  of  the  school  fund,  came  into  his  hands  to  settle,  and  about 
1844  a  farm  on  the  "old  post  road,"  a  mile  from  the  village,  beinsi;  a  por- 
tion of  this  estate,  was  i)ut  up  l>y  him,  as  executor,  for  sale  at  public  auction. 
Bidding  was  by  no  means  brisk,  and  to  make  a  beginning  in  that  direction 
Mr.  Daggett   himself  made    an  otter,  but  with  neither  desire  nor  intention 


BIOGItAmiCAL   SKETCH  OF   THE  AUTJWIi.  17 

to  purchase.  Not  another  bidding  voice  was  raised,  and  the  farm  was  con- 
sequently "struck  off"  to  him.  He  therefore  took  up  his  residence  there, 
and  also  removed  his  otlice  from  the  villaoc. 

He  occupied  the  place  for  about  thirty  years,  becoming  deeply  attached  to 
it,  and  he  spoke  of  those  years  as  the  happiest  of  his  life.  Thei-e  six  of  his 
seven  children  were  born,  and  there  four  of  them  died.  The  freedom  and 
independence  of  life  on  a  farm  were  very  agreeable  to  him,  and  he  took  much 
pleasure  in  superintending  such  work  as  he  carried  on  upon  his  place,  so  far 
as  the  time  not  occupied  by  his  professional  duties  permitted.  lie  was 
greatly  interested  in  fruit-growing,  and  took  special  satisfaction  each  year 
in  watching  the  growth  of  his  vegetable  garden.  During  his  long  residence 
he  made  many  changes  and  improvements,  particularly  in  the  house,  which 
was  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
always  delighted  to  greet  the  many  guests  who  crossed  their  threshold. 
Under  their  reign  the  house  was  a  most  hospitable  one.  In  our  homelv  but 
expressive  New  England  phrase,  "  the  latchstring  Avas  always  out."  Rela- 
tives, friends,  and  acquaintances  were  cordially  welcomed,  and  in  that  sincere 
and  hearty  way  which  made  them  feel  perfectly  at  home  ;  young  people  made 
merry  as  they  willed  beneath  the  venerable  roof,  or  about  the  entire  place, 
and  many  large  social  gatherings  of  young  and  old  together  have  been  held 
within  the  time-honored  walls  of  their  cheerful  dwelling.  During  a  score  or 
more  of  years  this  house  vied  with  the  Holmans'  in  its  pleasing,  kindly  hospi- 
tality, and  there  was  a  lifelong  intimacy  between  the  heads  of  the  two  house- 
holds. In  former  days  the  agreeable  duty  of  entertaining  lecturers  from 
abroad  devolved  upon  ]Mr.  Daggett  more  frequently  perhaps  than  upon  any- 
one else,  and  in -this  way  he  added  to  his  long  list  of  acquaintances  among 
prominent  people.  Ilis  cultured  mind  and  courteous  manners  eminently  fitted 
him  to  assume  the  prominent  social  position  in  town  which  he  held  for  manv 
years.  Clergymen  were  especially  welcomed  in  this  family,  and  whenever 
the  village  church  was  without  a  settled  pastor  those  who  came  to  supply 
tlie  pulpit  were  often  guests  at  this  old  farmhouse  fireside,  and  various 
pleasant  friendships  were  thus  formed. 

In  1850  Mr.  Daggett  was  again  called  upon  to  represent  his  town  in  the 
Legislature,  and  this  time  in  the  Senate.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Valuation  Board,  whose  session  occupied  about  four  months  of  that  year, 
nt  the  State  House.  In  1852  he  was  appointed  "  Register  of  Probate  and 
Insolvency  for  Bristol  County,"  by  Ginernor  Clifford,  and  twice  afterwards 
elected  by  the  people  to  the  same  otlice  for  terms  of  four  years  each,  thus 
continuing  in  the  ollice  for  eleven  years.  This  necessitated  his  traveling 
hack  and  forth  to  Taunton  nearly  every  day  for  that  length  of  time,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  distance  of  his  house  from  the  depot,  the  didiculty  of 
driving  over  bad  roads  and  througii  severe  storms,  the  delavs  relating  to 
"usuiess  ni  town  or  home  work,  and,  most  of  all,  the  many  inconveniences 
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attending  his  lameness,  lie  never  lost  a  train.  Once  or  twice  he  was  assisted 
iij  getting  on  the  cars  just  starting,  and  once  or  twice,  seeing  his  carriage 
near,  the  engineer  obligingly  delayed  starting  his  engine  for  a  few  seconds ; 
but  so  exact  was  he  that  he  was  almost  always  A-ery  punctual.  He  was  as 
conscientious  in  the  position  of  register  as  in  every  other  which  he  occupied, 
and  careful  and  exact  in  the  worlc  of  recording.  He  very  rarely  remained 
away  from  Taunton  an  entire  day  for  his  own  rest  or  pleasure,  and  if  busi- 
ness required  his  presence  elsewliere  for  a  time,  the  preceding  days,  or 
those  following,  were  made  longer,  so  that  his  every  duty  in  the  ollice  there 
was  strictly  performed.  Though  he  carried  on  various  kinds  of  work,  and 
though  that  in  iiis  profession  was  often  both  wearisome  and  exhausting  phys- 
ically and  mentally,  the  regular  rest  of  a  summer  vacation  time  never  came 
to  hira,  and  he  but  infrequently  left  home  for  more  than  a  day  for  any  pur- 
pose other  than  the  better  accomplisliment  of  work  in  which  he  inigiit  be 
engaged.  He  could  labor  hard  and  uninterruptedly  for  many  years,  preserv- 
ing health  of  body  and  mind  to  a  good  old  age,  partly,  no  doubt,  because  his 
lines  were  cast  in  a  country  town,  and  not  in  the  midst  of  the  all-absorbing 
activity  of  a  great  city,  and  partly  because  his  generation  had  not  fortu- 
nately reached  the  extreme  of  the  rush  and  hurry  of  the  present  time,  when  it 
would  seem  that  "every  man's  hand  is  against  his  neighbor,"  and  competi- 
tion in  all  occupations,  professional  or  otherwise,  makes  the  gaining  of  a 
livelihood  a  fight  on  the  part  of  each  and  every  man  against  the  world. 

During  the  civil  war  Mr.  Daggett  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  patriotic 
work  of  the  town.  Precluded  both  by  age  and  physical  inability  from  per- 
sonal service  in  the  army,  he  nevertheless  worked  devotedly  and  unceasingly 
in  every  other  way  that  was  possible.  His  voice  and  pen  were  busy,  and 
he  gave  freely,  so  far  as  he  was  able,  toward  forwarding  every  movement 
requiring  money  to  accomplish  its  purpose.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in 
all  the  many  war  meetings  held,  and  foremost  in  all  patriotic  assemblies. 
He  was  continually  appointed  chairman  of  such  meetings  ;  he  drafted  resolu- 
tions, prepared  and  delivered  numerous  speeches,  and  faithfully  performed  the 
varied  and  onerous  duties  of  a  prominent  and  loyal  citizen  in  the  noble  work 
done  by  Attleborough  during  those  years  of  dilliculty  and  danger  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  country.  In  ISGG  he  again  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature,  this  time  in  the  lower  branch,  and  with  this  service  his  public 
political  career  ceased. 

Some  ten  or  twelve  years  before  his  death  he  removed  again  to  the  village 
of  Attleborough  and  opened  an  oHIce  in  his  residence  there,  on  Bank  Street. 
He  continued  to  practise  his  profession  literally  until  the  hand  of  death  was 
upon  him,  for  he  did  not  wholly  lay  aside  the  harness  of  work  until  the  very 
last  day  of  his  life.  Had  .Mr.  Daggett  done  no  more  work  than  that  of 
•which  an  outline  has  been  given,  his  life  would  have  been  a  busy  and  indus- 
trious one  ;  but  beyond  the  performance  of  his  many  public  and  professional 
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duties  lie  fouud  time  for  varied  and  extensive  literary  and  histoiical 
research.  He  was  a  tboroiigh  and  devoted  antiquarian,  and  lie  embraced 
with  avidity  every  opportunity  for  obtaining  facts  relating  to  the  early  history 
not  only  of  his  native  town  and  its  inhabitants,  but  of  other  towns  in  the 
State.  Indeed,  every  historical  fact  bearing  upon  the  early  history  of  New 
England  and  of  its  inhabitants,  even  before  they  left  their  native  shores,  was 
full  of  interest  to  him,  and  he  was  so  careful  and  exact  in  verifying  all 
items  that  came  to  his  notice  that  he  became  reliable  authority  on  such'inat- 
ters.  His  fondness  for  research  of  this  nature  conjmenced  with  his  early 
youth,  possibly,  indeed  during  the  years  of  his  ciiildliood,  for  at  the  family 
fireside  he  must  then  have  listened  to  many  tales  of  the  days  of  the  devolu- 
tion, in  which  his  grandfather  took  so  conspicuous  a  part,  or  to  stories  of 
Indian  adventure  and  attack,  made  the  more  impressive  from  the  fact  that  a 
sort  of  mongrel  remnant  of  some  savage  tribe  once  lived  on  his  iioniestead 
farm. 

Having  occasion,  some  time  in  1830,  to  prepare  a  lecture  to  be  delivered 
before  the  Attleborough  Lyceum,  —  when  he  was  about  twenty-live, —  lie 
chose  for  his  theme  the  early  history  of  his  town.  This  developed  so 
decided  an  interest  in  that  subject  that  he  was  induced  to  enlarge  upon  the 
contents  of  his  address  and  prepare  it  for  publication  in  book  Form.  Four 
years  later  he  published  his  "Sketch  of  the  History  of  Attleborough,"  of 
which  the  following  pages  are  an  enlargement  and  continuation.  He"  never 
wholly  relinquished  inquiries  in  the  line  of  this  publication,  but  followed  up 
every  clew  he  obtained  which  promised  further  information  upon  the  subject, 
corresponding  with  people  in  almost  every  part  of  this  country,  and  even  to 
some  extent  in  England.  In  the  course  of  years  great  store'  of  interesting 
matter  was  collected,  and  many  rare  and  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and 
papers  came  into  his  possession.  For  a  long  period  he  cherished  the  idea  of 
publishing  another  and  more  complete  edition  of  his  early  "Sketch,"  and 
quite  a  number  of  years  before  his  death  he  began  regular  and  continuous 
work  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan.  ^lost  unfortunately  he  was  unable  to 
accomplish  his  purpose,  for  death  called  him  from  his  labors  ere  tiiis  ever- 
lucreasing  task  was  completed.  i\Ieanwhile  he  prepared  a  lengthy  sketch  of 
the  town  history,  chietly  copied  from  his  own  publication,  for  the  "History 
of  Bristol  County,"  and  by  his  suggestions  and  advice  rendered  valuable  aid 
to  the  compiler  of  that  work.  He  prepared  other  local  historical  sketches, 
and  frequently  gave  material  assistance  to  persons  engaged  in  similar  occupa- 
tions elsewhere. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Parris,  a  young  man  of  rare  intellectual 
abilities  and  attainments  and  a  physician  of  great  promise,  who  settled  in 
this  town,  Mr.  Daggett  made  a  collection  of  his  writings,  which  were  quite 
numerous.  From  these  he  made  selections  which  he  published,  together  with 
a  memoir  of  their   author,  which   he   wrote.     This  little  book  a\'is  entitled 
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•'Pan-is'  Remains."  INIr.  Daggett  also  wrote  for  some  years  lu  the  editorial 
line  while  in  charge  of  a  newspaper,  and  also  during  his  earlier  years  many 
short  poems,  displaying  in  that  direction  some  considerable  talent.  A  num- 
ber of  these  appeared  as  special  contributions  to  the  Dedham  1 'atrial,  the 
paper  he  at  one  time  edited.  None  of  these  were  found,  but  among  his 
papers  a  copy  of  the  Old  Colon;/  Memorkd,  dated  October  17,  182U,  was  dis- 
covered, in  which  the  following  poem  appeared  :  — 

[For  the  Memorial.] 

Maul  of  tlic  dark  eye  aiul  raven  locks, 

Meet  me  alone  where  waters  glide, 
"Whose  gentle  stream  roils  ceaseless  on,  "* 

And  roam  with  nie  its  grassy  side. 

Meet  nie  beneath  the  shady  gro\  e, 

Where  stranger's  foot  may  never  treatl; 
A  spot  which  kindred  hearts  may  love  — 

When  spring  its  robe  of  green  has  spread. 

Meet  me  beneath  the  moon's  pale  beam; 

Gaze  on  its  soft  and  vestal  light, 
Whose  pensive,  liug'riug  smile  might  seem 

To  woo  the  cold  embrace  of  night. 

Meet  me  beneath  the  evening  skies, 

When  stars  are  glowing  brightly  there, 
As  if  a  thousand  heavenly  eyes 

Were  smiling  o'er  a  scene  so  fair. 

Yes, —  far  away  from  hurnau  haunts, — 

No  curtained  halls  our  vows  shall  hear. 
But  the  pure  Leaven's  bright  expanse, 

And  the  sweet  moon's  list'ning  ear. 

None  but  the  shades  of  the  lone  grove. 

And  where  the  riv'let  steals  its  way, 
Where  the  spirits  of  nature  rove, 

And  breatlic  their  wild  but  sweetest  lay. 

'T  is  fit  that  love  so  deej)  as  ours 

Be  told  in  scenes  where  nature  dwells, 
3Iid  blooming  vales  ancl  shady  bowcs. 

Mid  Muses'  haunt*  and  fairy  spells. 

Oh !   by  that  stream  which  ceaseless  flows. 

That  grove  which  spring  revives  forever  — 
Tliat  moon  which  con>tant  wanes  and  grows  — 

I  Ml  vow  that  I  will  love  thee  ever  I 

In  1831.  the  fifty-fifth  anniversary  of  American  Independence  was  cele- 
brated in  town,  and  this  reference  may  possibly  recall  that  special  occa- 
sion to  the  remembrance  of  a  few  people  still  living.  The  public  exercises 
were  held  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  and  the  program  states 
that  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson  offered  the  prayer,  Dr.  Phineas  Savery  read  the 
Declaration    of  Independence,  and    the    writer   of   this   book   delivered    the 
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oration.     Several  appropriate  pieces  were  sung  and  the  following  ode,  com- 
posed for  the  occasion  by  the  writer  (Mr.  Daggett),  was  also  sung  :  — 

Hail !  welcome  day  of  Frceilom's  birth, 

The  day  of  ylory  to  the  freel 
We'll  praise  our  fathers'  deeds  of  worth, 

While  grateful  hearts  shall  welcome  thee. 

Oh,  let  our  thanks  arise  to  those 

Who  for  our  country  bled  or  died ; 
Who  met  on  battleliLlds  our  foes, 

And,  glorious,  triumphed  o'er  their  pride. 

Let  praise  ascend  in  nol)lest  strains  ^ 

To  those  who  stood  on  Bunker's  lieiglit, 
Who  bled  on  Trenton's  gory  plains. 

Or  died  in  Monmouth's  fatal  light. 

And  now  to  those  who  nobly  bleed 

In  distant  lands  for  Freedom's  right, 
Oh,  grant,  kind  heaven,  the  victor's  meed, 

And  round  them  spread  fair  Freedom's  light. 

Rejoice,  ye  sons  of  Liberty  I 

The  nations  spurn  the  tyrants' cliains; 
Behold  tlie  banners  of  the  free 
On  Gallia's  hills  and  Belgium's  plains. 

Again  the  sons  of  Poland  rise. 

Behold  their  ancient  banners  fly! 
They've  nobly  sworn,  by  earth  and  skies, 

They'll  "  freemen  live  or  freemen  die." 

Our  fatliers'  God,  accept  our  lay. 

For  all  our  nation's  blessings  given. 
While  here,  on  Freedom's  hallowed  day. 

We  raise  our  joyful  songs  to  heaven! 

Mr.  Daggett  was,  during  tlie  course  of  his  life,  frequently  called  upon  to 
prepare  and  deliver  addresses  before  various  organizations,  and  upon  occa- 
sions of  public  celebration,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  position  of  toast- 
master  was  one  he  filled  admirably,  and  one  which  for  many  years  he  was 
oftener  called  upon  to  occupy  than  any  person  in  town.  He  was  always 
happy  iu  the  selection  of  tnatter,  and  acceptable  in  liis  manner  of  presenting 
toasts,  and  especially  apt  in  his  responses  to  those  of  others,  for  he  was 
quick  and  witty,  and  his  large  fund  of  general  information  made  him  an 
interesting  speaker  no  matter  what  tlie  subject  migl)t  be.  He  was  a  very 
extensive  reader,  and  the  anxnint  of  time  he  always  found  to  devote  to  this 
pleasurable  occupation  was  remarkal)le  considering  how  much  he  was  obliged 
to  employ  iu  the  other  interests  of  liis  life.  His  favorite  studies  while  in 
ooUege  were  belles-lettres  and  the  classics,  and  he  always  to  some  extent 
kept  up  his  Greek,  of  which  language  he  was  particularly  fond.  His  tastes, 
therefore,  led  him  naturally  to  prefer  historical  and  poetical  works,  and  in 
the  former  line  he  had  perhaps  read  as  much  as  any  man  in  his  generation. 
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This  did  not  prevent  his  informing  himself  intelligently  upon  scientific  and 
practical  matters,  and  upon  the  varied  questions  and  interests  of  the  day. 
lie  read  rapidly,  but  was  able  to  digest  and  retain  what  he  read,  and  thus  his 
mind  became  stored  with  a  great  amount  of  entertaining  and  useful  knowl- 
edge, which  he  was  able  to  impart  agreeably  to  those  who  conversed  with 
him.  He  Avas  always  a  favorite  in  society,  both  with  old  and  young,  for  he 
had  the  happy  faculty  of  adapting  himself  for  the  time  being  to  the  ages  or 
attainments  of  those  persons  with  whom  he  might  accidentally  be  thrown. 
He  enjoyed,  perhaps  more  than  all  else,  conversing  with  guests  at  his  own 
fireside,  and  after  advancing  years  compelled  him  in  large  measure  to  relin- 
quish public  duties  and  outside  society  he  was  especially  gratified  when 
friends  and  neighbors  "dropped  in  "  after  the  pleasant  country  fashion  for 
a  social  chat.  One  of  his  near  neighbors  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
used  often  to  say:  "I  blame  myself  much  that  1  do  not  for  mv  own  sake 
oftener  spend  an  hour  in  Mr.  Daggett's  company,  for  his  conversation  on 
every  subject  is  very  entertaining,  and  I  always  learn  from  him  somethiii"' 
new  and  interesting." 

Mr.  Daggett  lived  a  life  of  marked  temperance,  not  in  eating  and  drinking 
alone,  but  in  all  things  ;  and  in  that  way  only,  with  his  impaired  vilalitv,  did 
he  continue  to  maintain  the  uniform  good  health  which  enabled  him  to  accom- 
plish so  much  work  with  so  much  ease.  He  was  extremely  reuular  and 
methodical  in  many  of  his  ways.  One  thing  which  shows  this  was  his  haliit 
of  stepping  out  on  the  piazza  of  his  house  every  morning  at  a  few  minutes 
past  seven  o'clock  to  look  at  the  thermometer.  He  used  to  say  lauo-Iiiuo-ly 
that  he  could  not  tell  anything  about  the  weather,  or  whether  he  himself  was 
cold  or  warm,  until  he  had  consulted  that  little  instrument  of  advice.  Be 
the  weather  or  the  season  what  it  might,  he  always  put  on  a  hat —  usuallv  a 
tall  one  of  somewhat  ancient  style  and  by  no  means  in  the  highest  state  of 
preservation  —  to  perform  this  ceremony.  For  years,  neighbors  "  across  the 
way"  witnessed  this  daily  occiirrence  from  their  breakfast  table,  alwavs  sure, 
as  it  recurred,  of  the  exact  hour.  For  a  long  time  after  his  death  they  found 
themselves  again  and  again,  at  the  accustomed  hour,  looking  over  the  street 
for  the  familiar  form,  and  among  the  many  little  tilings  which  went  to  make 
up  a  pleasant  daily  intcicourse  between  the  two  families  they  missed  this 
act  Avith  its  oft-given  friendly  nod  of  greeting  to  themselves  most  of  all. 

Mr.  Daggett  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  He  had  one  experience 
with  the  weed,  which  he  occasionally  related,  and  which  in  its  effects  was 
similar  to  the  earlier  one  with  profanity.  AVhen  quite  a  lad  his  father  upon 
one  occasion  sent  him  to  bring  the  regular  supply  to  one  of  the  paupers  then 
at  the  farm.  It  occurred  to  him  that  what  seemed  enjoyable  to  an  old  man 
might  be  equally  so  to  a  youngi-r,  and  lie  tried  a  generous  mouthful.  The 
severe  and  very  disagreeable  attack  of  illness  which  speedily  followed  effec- 
tually cured  him  of  any   desire  to    repeat   the    experiment,    and   lie    never 
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attempted  to  smoke.  He  was  a  firm  l)eliever  in  the  real  temperance  cause. 
He  did  not  in  any  way  set  himself  up  as  a  reformer  in  this  direction,  but  he 
wns  a  thoroughly  consistent  temperance  man.  He  frankly  acknowledged  he 
had  a  fondness  for  the  taste  of  wines  and  liquors,  and  that  their  moderate 
use  would  give  him  pleasure  and  produce  l)eneficial  results;  but  realizing  the 
possibility  of  danger  to  many  from  even  nioderate  indulgence,  he  habitually 
abstained  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicants.  The  highest  motive  —  that  of 
principle — guided  him  in  this  as  in  other  things.  He  had,  however,  very 
little  to  say  about  his  principles — he  never  preached  about  tlicm,  never 
yielded  to  that  mistaken  sense  of  duty  which  prompts  dictation  to  others,  l)ut 
contented  himself  with  simply  practising  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  and 
he  was  a  shining  example  of  the  truth  of  the  saying  that  "  a" life  of  modera- 
tion in  all  things  is  the  higliest  type  of  life,"  and  one  whose  influence  for 
good  must  be  widely  felt. 

He  was  a  very  reserved  man  in  some  respects,  and  he  rarely  gave  utterance 
to  the  most  profound  feelings  of  his  nature.  On  the  subject  of  personal 
religion,  therefore,  he  did  not  often  speak,  though  that  he  felt  deeply  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  His  life  was  guided  by  the  highest  principles  of  morality 
and  rectitude.  He  was  .always  a  constant  attendant  upon  public  worship, 
and  an  attentive  listener  to  the  preachers  whom  he  heard,  thus  setting  a  good 
example  to  many  who  professed  more  than  he  did.  This  regularity  in  attend- 
ing divine  service  was  broken  up  only  during  the  very  last  part  of  his  life, 
for  when  he  became  unable  without  extreme  physical  exertion  to  walk  from 
his  house  to  the  centre  of  the  village,  a  thoughtful  friend  called  Sabbath 
after  Sabbath  at  his  door  with  a  carriage  and  took  him  to  and  from  the 
meetinghouse.  He  contributed  freely  as  much  as,  and  sometimes  more  than, 
he  could  afford  toward  the  support  of  the  church  which  he  attended  —  the 
Second  Congregational  —  and  toward  religious  and  other  charitable  objects, 
but  he  never  became  a  church  member.  None  the  less  was  his  the  life  of 
ft  good  man,  and  one  of  his  pastors  has  said:  "I  consider  him  one  of  the 
Christians  outside  of  the  church." 

The  study  of  law  in  itself,  and  its  practice  in  certain  branches,  was  agree- 
able to  Mr.  Daggett,  and  in  these  directions  he  was  successful.  His  reputa- 
tion as  a  professional  man  was  spotless  and  he  well  merited  the  higli  compli. 
luent  paid  him  by  a  fellow  alumnus  upon  a  certain  commencement  anniver- 
sary. This  gentleman  said  in  his  after-dinner  speech  that  among  her  lawyer 
sons  Brown  had  one  of  whom  she  had  just  cause  to  be  unusually  proud,  for, 
S!ud  he,  "  He  is  an  honest  lawyer,  and  he  never  told  a  lie."  He  was  consid- 
ered an  excellent  consulting  lawyer,  and  his  discretion  and  probity  were 
unquestioned.  He  never  acted  in  criminal  cases,  and  accepted  only  such  as 
seemed  to  him  to  have  right  and  justice  to  recommend  them.  He  ranked 
oiuong  the  best  of  lawyers,  because  he  could  rise  above  the  question  of  per- 
sonal aggrandizement  and  emoluments  and  consider  primarily  the  advantage 
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of  bis  clients.  It  was  always  his  advice  to  people,  whenever  sucli  a  course 
was  possible,  to  settle  cases  by  arbitration  and  to  avoid  litigation.  Bv  his 
good  judgment  and  wise  and  conciliatory  counsel  he  often  accomplished  the 
settlement  of  cases  in  tiiis  friendly  manner,  when  the  majority  of  lawvers 
perhaps  could  not  have  done  so,  thus  saving  the  contending  parties  much  time 
and  money  and  infinite  worry  and  trouble.  The  confidence  reposed  in  his 
unprejudiced  judgment  was  so  strong  that  he  was  more  than  once  consulted 
by  both  parties  to  contests.  He  seemed  capable  of  comprehending  all  sides 
of  questions  connected  with  liis  profession,  and  to  foi-ra  unbiased  opinions, 
and  he  could,  tlierefore,  give  good  advice  to  both  parties  without  betravinf 
the  confidences  of  either  side.  In  this  manner,  no  doubt,  he  elfected  manv 
settlements  in  the  manner  mentioned  —  by  arbitration. 

Those  cases  which  involved  questions  of  ancient  law,  and  the  necessitv 
for  research  among  old  records,  always  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  work  up 
and  try,  and  his  preparations  were  made  with  nicety  and  exactness.  One 
case  of  this  kind  is  recalled,  the  gaining  of  wljjch  gave  him  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion. It  involved  the  question  of  a  public  right-of-way  in  a  footpath  ci(.)ss- 
iug  a  certain  field  near  the  Falls  village,  and  the  opposing  council  was  a 
lifelong  and  intimate  friend.  :^[r.  Daggett  took  the  ground  that  time  and 
precedent  had  established  the  public's  right  to  the  use  of  the  path,  and  tliat 
the  owner  of  the  field  had  no  right  to  close  it.  The  opposing  friends  had 
lengthy  discussions  upon  this  matter  in  Mr.  Daggett's  office,  but,  needless  to 
say  to  any  who  knew  the  two  gentlemen,  neither  could  convince  the  other 
that  he  was  wrong.  In  due  time  the  case  came  to  trial.  Mr.  Da^-o^ett's 
proof  of  his  opinion  was  based  largely  upon  the  fact  that  the  old  laws  of 
Massachusetts  recognized  the  establishment  of  such  paths  or  "  lanes  "  and 
he  cited  the  names  of  several  such  still  open  and  used  by  tlie  public  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  He  clinched  his  arguments  by  quoting  several  paragraphs 
from  two  different  books  published  some  time  previously  by  his  opponent,  in 
■which  he  —  their  author  —  was  shown  to  have  recognized  the  same  kind  of 
public  rights  which  Mr.  Daggett  then  sought  to  establish.  He  thus  con- 
demned his  opponent  out  of  his  own  mouth,  and  won  the  case.  This  was  a 
kind  of  triumph  he  thoroughly  apprcciatetl  and  enjoyed,  and  he  did  a  good 
deal  of  quiet  chuckling  over  his  success  in  this  instance,  because  his  adver- 
sary was  both  a  clever  man  and  lawyer. 

What  may  be  termed  the  strictly  professional  part  of  his  profession  was  in 
harmony  with  ^Nlr.  Daggett's  tastes,  but  the  purely  business  portion  was 
somewhat  irksome  to  him.  The  keeping  of  accounts  and  the  presentintr  of 
bills  were  niatters  very  easily  put  olY,  and  indeed  very  frequentlv  for<'-otten 
altogether.  His  list  of  "charity  clients,"  including  those  who  paid  only  in 
*'  blessings,"  was  always  a  long  one,  while  among  those  who  were  willint;  and 
desirous  to  pay  for  services  rendered  there  were  many  whom  he  insisted 
npon   calling    "neighbors"  and  "friends,"  for   whom  as  such   prices  were 
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reduced.     The  consequcHces  to  his  income  nrc  easily  cfilculated ;  but  it  was 
iuboin  in  his  nature    to  dislike  the  process  of   accepting    remuneration   for 
work  he  did,  and  e<iually  in  his  nature  to  take  great  pleasure  in  using  his  time 
and  talents  and  the  results  of  his  experience  and  research  for  the  benefit  or 
'the  crratification  of  others.     :\rore  than  this,  lie  frequently  took  financial  risks- 
in  order  to  assist  friends  or  clients,  and  througii  the  failure  of  some  of  these 
to   meet  their  obligations   he  suffered    severe  and    irretrievable  losses,  thus 
becoming  unable  to  meet  some  of  his  own  obligations  during  the  later  period 
of  his  life.     All  such  losses  he  bore  without  bitter  complaints  against  those 
throucrh  whose  misfortune  or  carelessness  they  came  upon   him,  though  he 
felt  none  the  less  keenly  their  conse(iuences  both  to  himself  and  others,  as- 
occasional  expressions  made    to  those  who  knew  him   best  clearly  showed. 
All  the  many  trials  of  his  life  he  met  with  the  calmness  and  dignity  possible 
onlv  to  those  who  possess  strong  and   earnest  characters.     From  a  strictly 
business  point  of  view,  actions  like  some  of  his  may  seem  worthy  of  nothuig 
but  condemnation,  but,  as  they  often  have  for  their  underlying  motive  the 
generous  desire  onlv  to  render  needed  assistance  to  fellow  creatures  in  trouble, 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  deserve  the  highest   commendation.     Every    truly 
unsVlfish  act— no  matter  wliat  the  immediate  or  apparent  result  may  be — 
mu^t  in  some  dc<n-ee  benefit  its  doer  and  him  for  whom  it  is  done  ;  and  we 
feel  sure  that  the  higher  records  will  bear  testimony  to  the  purity  of  purpose 
prompting  many  such  deeds  in  the  life  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  and  that 
"verilv,  he  shall  have  his  reward." 

Of  a  modest  and  retiring  disposition,  ^Ir.  Daggett  never  pushed  himself 
forward,  but  left  to  others  the  task  of  finding  out  his  merits.  Indeed  he  never 
'teemed  to  fully  appreciate  his  own  talents  and  acquirements,  or  adequately  to 
value  his  professional  services.  He  did  not  seek  odice,  but  if  elected  to  places 
of  public  trust,  he  was  certain  to  -  do  with  his  might  what  his  hands  found  to 
do,"  in  the  best  interests  of  his  constituents,  lie  was  equally  conscientious  in 
the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  private  citizen.  In  politics  he 
was  a  whi-,  later  a  republican,  and  a  stanch  adherent  to  the  true  precepts 
of  those  parties.  He  often  took  a  leading  part  in  political  meetings,  and 
frequently  prepared  the  resolves  which  tiiey  had  occasion  to  adopt.  The  rights 
of  citizenship  in  our  great  American  Republic  were  valuable  in  his  eyes,  and 
their  exercise  alwavs  an  important  matter.  He  deemed  it  every  man's  duty 
to  vote  upon  questions  before  the  public,  whether  party  issues  were  great  or 
small,  and  he  himself  was  always  to  be  found  at  town-meetings,  whether  the 
pan  he  played  there  was  a  prominent  one  or  simply  that  of  casting  his  ballot. 
He  never  willinglv  omitted  this  duty,  and  he  never  laid  it  aside,  for  friends, 
knowing  his  feelings  on  this  subject,  arranged  for  his  speedy  and  comfortable 
convevance  to  and  from  the  polling  places  during  the  years  of  his  old  age. 

Kor  upwards  of  a  (,uarter  of  a  century  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  Eng- 
huul   (lenealo<ncal  Historical  Society.     In    18r.4   the  Old  Colony   Historical 
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Society  was  fonncd  in  Taunton,  and  he  was  one  of  its  constituent  members. 
The  first  president  was  Nathaniel  Morton,  Esq.  His  death  occurred  two  years 
later,  and  Mr.  Daggett  was  cliosen  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  a  suitable  series  of  resolutions  thereu]wn,  and  at  the  society's  meet- 
ing, held  April  14,  185G,  when  these  resolutions  were  presented  for  approval, 
he  was  chosen  i)resident.  He  retained  the  ollice  until  his  death,  a  period 
of  almost  thirty  years,  though  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time  his  increasing 
years  and  somewhat  enfeebled  physical  condition  prevented  his  regular  attend- 
ance upon  meetings. 

It  was  allotted  to  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Daggett  to  have  almost  a  half-century  of 
married  life.  On  June  18,  1880,  the  anniversary  of  their  wedding,  quite  a 
number  of  neighbors  and  friends  gathered  at  their  pleasant  home  to  offer 
congratulations  upon  the  occasion.  Our  town  poet  —  a  valued  friend  of  the 
family — brought  her  good  wishes  in  rhyme,  and  it  seems  appropriate  to  give 
here  her  pretty  description  of  the  forty  years  of  life's  journey  these  two  had 
traveled  together,  and  ^Ix.  Daggett's  reply   rendered  in  verse  —  the  last  he 

wrote : — 

The  ansel,  in  form  .a  woman, 
Hath  bidden  me  "  "Write," 
And  the  spirit  of  Love,  luibiddon, 
My  thoughts  intlite. 

We  lift  the  veil  of  forty  years. 
Pass  in  review  \U  hopes  and  fears; 
Turn  back  along  the  train  of  thought 
And  sec  the  changes  time  hath  wrouglit. 
Ere  railroads  witli  tlicir  iron  i>and 
Had  run  and  crost  all  o'er  the  land  ; 
Ere  telegrai>h  with  magic  wire 
Had  utilizeil  the  lightning's  lire; 
Ere  cable  run  on  ocean's  tloor. 
Or  telephone  from  door  to  door; 
AVhen  "  AVcekly  "  the  newspaper  came. 
With  news  that  seemed  nor  old  nor  tame; 
When  neighl)ors'  girls  went  out  to  help. 
And  IJridget,  like  the  foreign  kelp. 
Still  clung  to  her  own  native  shores, 
Nor  yet  had  tcndcil  Yankee  doors; 
When  matrons  of  an  afternoon. 
"Went  out  to  tea,  and  tongues  kept  tune, 
From  three  o'clock  till  waning  liu'ht. 
To  knitting-needles  shari>  and  bright, 
And  no  one  in  the  town  had  seen 
A  knitting  or  sewing  maehine; 
They  wore  a  driss  of  cambric  neat, 
Apron  of  silk,  with  fold  or  "  pleat"; 
And  muslin  caps;  no  wonder  then 
They  scemc<l  so  old  to  chiMren's  ken. 

Then  Saturday  was  baking  ilay 

(Not  with  gas  stove,  like  child  at  play) ; 
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The  giiping  oven  opens  wide, 

—  The  l>rc:ul-troiii;h  staiulin:,'  close  beside  — 

The  bread  aiul  i)iuldin.i;  each  iu  turn. 

(Meauwliile,  in  sJiady  porch  liie  churn, 

Full  of  rich  cream,  awaitinL,'  stands. 

No  Oleo  then  the  taste  to  cheat. 

Made  up  of  what  we  won't  r(!|)eat, 

But  6»?/erf,'olden,  rich  and  rare. 

The  skillful  hands  with  pride  prepare.) 

The  oven's  ready  :  beat  the  cake; 

The  pies  of  golden  pumpkin  make; 

The  custard  too  of  milk  and  cream. 

Not  milk  shook  ui)  by  jarring  team. 

Father  to  dear  the  oven  comes. 

Wake  visions  of  our  early  liomcs. 

Let  not  the  homely  mem'ries  sleep; 
The  toils  and  pleasures  sacred  keep. 
The  mother  of  our  host  !  to-day. 
Her  name  shall  mingle  with  our  lay, 
The  beauty  of  her  womanhood ; 
Her  common  sense,  uncommon  good. 
To  her  he  owes  the  gentle  grace, 
That  smiles  so  calmly  in  his  face; 
Refinement  of  the  heart  and  air 
That  makes  him  welcome  everywhere 
As  Attleborough's  noble  son; 
Her  honored,  loved  historian. 

I  will  not,  really  cannot  say 

(For  that  was  just  before  my  day) 

If  all  the  maidens  fair  in  town, 

Looked  with  approval  or  a  frown, 

When  this  young  squire  went  just  outside 

To  choose  a  young  and  blounu'ng  bride. 

.But  this  I  know,  that  grafted  fruit 

Is  oft  more  choice  than  native  shoot. 

She  came  to  cheer  and  share  his  life; 

These  many  years  a  loving  wife. 

Changes  that  come  to  all  have  come; 

Sunshine  and  darkness  tille.l  the  home, 

Not  everything  tiie  heart  could  wish 

Drops  into  the  ui)lifled  dish. 

Sometimes  the  cup  with  joy  o'erflows; 

By  little  graves,  seems  full  of  woes, 

But  the  good  God.  liigh  over  all. 

Notes  e'eu  the  tiny  sparrow's  fall  — 

And  says:  ''Fear  not,  whate'er  betide, 

Thy  Saviour  still  is  at  thy  side." 

The  years  have  brought  the  frost  of  age, 
The  kind  deeds  still  her  hands  cng.ige. 
Wc  sec  lier  <Ieck  the  blushing  bride. 
And  stand  the  sulferer's  couch  beside; 
Refraining  from  no  work  of  good 
AVc  think,  '•  She  liath  done  what  she  could." 
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May  the  old  love,  that 's  always  new, 
Attend  you  all  your  journey  tlirouiifh: 
Children  be  spared  to  close  your  eyes. 
And  days  yet  dawu  of  i,'lad  siiriu-ise : 
"With  sunsets  bri;_'^l)ter  than  the  morn; 
With  faith  and  hoi)e  in  Christ  newborn; 
And  golden  wedding  days  be  given. 
If  not  on  earth,  above  in  heaven. 


From  this  long  stage  of  life  we  turn  our  eyes 
Back  o'er  the  llight  of  years,  to  other  days. 
Where  Fancy's  light  illumes  the  morning  skies, 
^        And  ever-bloonn'ug  Spring  its  charms  displays. 

In  vain  we  look  for  those,  in  youth's  bright  day, 

Who  trod  the  path  with  u<  when  life  began. 
But  dropped  their  burdens  on  the  weary  way. 

Where  many  a  stone  now  marks  life's  shorten'd  siian. 

They've  gained  a  hajipier  clime  and  fairer  shore, 

But  left  us  here  our  lonely  way  to  wend ; 
We'll  patient  tread  the  path  they  trod  before. 

And  meet  them  when  we  reach  our  journey's  end. 

We  '11  cheerful  walk  our  life's  allotted  span. 

For  oft  its  setting  sun  will  shine  as  bright. 
In  age,  while  traveling  down  life's  smooth  decline, 

As  wbeu,  iu  youth,  it  sheds  its  morning  light. 

We  leave  tlie  Past  behind  and  look  around, 

O'er  coming  years  —  wliate'er  our  lot  maybe. 
When  other  forty  years  have  run  their  round. 

May  all  of  you  be  here  again  to  see ! 

On  the  tenth  of  Februttry,  1885,  tliere  was  a  gathering  of  friends  at  Mr. 
Daggett's  residence  to  congratulate  him  on  attaining  his  eightieth  birthday  — 
■which  proved  to  be  his  last.  At  this  time  a  numlter  of  his  fellow  citizens 
united  iu  presenting  him  with  a  substantial  proof  of  their  good  wishes  in  the 
form  of  a  handsome  purse  of  money. 

Throughout  his  life  INIr.  Daggett  enjoyed  for  the  most  part  uniform  good 
health,  occasional  attacks  of  a  ilunimatic  nature  being  the  only  interrup- 
tions;  and  this  continued  until  the  very  last  year  he  lived.  In  the  autumn 
of  1884  he  took  what  he  called  a  very  severe  cold,  from  which  he  did  not 
rally  for  months  ;  indeed  he  never  fidly  recovered,  for  this  illness  proved  to 
be  "  the  beginning  of  the  end."  In  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1885 
the  very  severe  and  dangerous  illness  of  his  wife  caused  him  great  anxiety, 
and  just  when  this  had  begini  in  some  measure  to  be  relieved  he  was  thrown 
from  a  carriage  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  The  outward  injuries 
were  apparently  slight,  and  he  recuperated  with  wonderful  rapidity  consid- 
ering his  advanced  age  ;  but  the  internal  shock  he  sustained  produced  an 
unfavorable    elTect    upon   his    we:ikening  system,   and   from  that   he   never 
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recovered.  As  the  autumn  ngain  advanced  the  "cold,"  as  he  insisted  upon 
calling  it,  again  attacked  him  and  he  sutTered  at  times  considerably  from 
pain  ;  but  more  and  continuously  from  inalulity  to  breathe  with  any  degree 
of  ease  or  comfort.  During  this  time  he  passed  many  sleepless  nights, 
walking  from  room  to  room,  resting  now  and  again  perhaps  for  a  few 
moments  in  his  chair  or  on  some  couch,  and  going  repeatedly  to  the  door  to 
gain  an  instant's  relief  from  inhaling  the  fresh  outer  air.  Even  after  weeks 
of  this  experience  his  vitality  was  so  great  that  it  was  thought  he  would  live 
on  for  some  time,  but  that  probably  he  could  not  survive  the  entire  winter. 
The  end  therefore  came  much  sooner  than  was  expected,  and  very  suddenly. 
Weary  and  weak  as  he  had  long  been,  he  never  wholly  gave  up  woi'k,  for 
only  twenty-four  hours  before  he  died  he  walked  slowly  and  painfully  from 
his  sitting-room  to  his  ollice  and  tried  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  a  client. 
The  hand  of  death  was  even  then  laid  heavily  upon  him,  but  his  quiet,  uncom- 
plaining fortitude  prevented  this  from  being  realized  by  those  about  him.  He 
attempted  to  do  what  was  asked  of  him,  but  his,  until  then,  ever-willing 
bauds  refused  to  perform  their  wonted  ollices.  He  probably  realized  himsulf 
the  meaning  of  this  failure,  but  he  made  no  sign.  With  his  usual  gentle 
courtesy  he  apologized  for  his  inability  to  serve  the  person  in  waiting,  and 
with  the  old  familiar  phrase  begged  him  to  "  call  again  in  a  few  days"  when 
he  should  probably  be  better  of  his  ailment  and  could  attend  to  the  lousiness 
required. 

His  last  day  of  life  was  comparatively  free  from  suffering  and  can  be 
recalled  without  painful  sorrow  by  those  who  were  with  him  at  tiie  time.  In 
the  early  evening  of  Sunday,  December  13,  188.">,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
ten  months  and  three  days,  he  passed  away  —  quiet  and  peaceful  in  his 
death  as  he  had  ever  been  in  liis  life.  He  died  of  no  special  disease,  but 
because  his  physical  powers  were  worn  out,  because  the  work  allotted  him  to 
do  on  earth  was,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Supreme  Knlcr,  finished.  For  a  year  or 
two  previous  to  his  death  a  slight  imperfection  in  his  hearing  was  at  times 
noticeable,  but  his  eyesight  always  remained  wholly  unimpaired.  In  this 
way  he  was  remarkable,,  for  he  never  wore  glasses,  and  was  always  able  to 
read  (Ine  print  with  ease  and  to  write  readily  by  lami)light  —  the  one  a  habit 
formed  for  pleasure,  the  otlier  a  custom  he  had  been  obliged  to  adopt  and 
follow  constantly,  a  great  deal  of  his  writing,  both  professional  and  literary, 
having  been  done  after  nightfall.  He  retained  all  his  mental  faculties  to  an 
unusual  degree,  for  there  was  never  the  slightest  diminution  in  this  regard 
apparent.  His  mind  was  i)erfectly  clear  to  the  very  last,  for  he  conversed 
rationally  and  distinctly  in  a  intinner  to  show  his  comprehension  of  himself 
Jind  his  surroundings  frequently  during  his  last  hours,  and  spoke  in  the  same 
floar  and  sensible  way  only  a  few  moments  before  liis  decease.  His  friends 
^ere  liappily  spared  the  grief  of  witnessing  the  decay  of  his  bright  intellect, 
»or  he  liad  no  days  of  feeble,  helpless   "  second  childhood,"  either  physi- 
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cally  or  mentally,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  life  he  loved  —  the  life  of  real 
companiouship  with  books  and  pen  —  wei'e  never  denied  to  him,  but  were 
enjoyed  and  appreciated  with  the  eager  zest  of  his  earlier  years  even  to  the 
very  end. 

Mrs.  Daggett  survived  her  husband  only  six  months.  She  died  at  the 
residence  of  Miss  Susan  Thacher  on  Bank  Street,  Juiie  22,  1886,  after  a 
long  and  extremely  painful  illness  which  had  severely  shattered  her  body, 
and  to  some  extent  her  mind  ;  but  could  never  quench  her  brave  and  cheer- 
ful spirit.  She  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  and  children  in  the 
"Old  Kirk  Yard."  With  the  death  of  these  two  one  of  Attleborough's 
pleasantest  homes  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  broken  up,  though  cherished 
memories  of  it  and  of  them  will  long  remain. 

Mr.  Daggett  had  been  president  of  the  trustees  of  the  Ixichardson  school 
fund  since  the  first  board  was  elected ;  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years. 
At  a  meeting  of  this  board  of  Trustees  held  December  16,  1885,  the  follow- 
ing, among  several  other  resolutions,  was  unanimously  adopted:  "■  lie.solved, 
That  we  mourn  the  removal  of  a  wise  and  faithful  President  of  this  corpo- 
ration, and  the  loss  to  this  community  of  a  citizen  whose  public  spirit  and 
whose  courteous  and  honorable  character  have  won  the  respect  and  regard 
of  all." 

On  January  22,  1886,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical 
Society  was  held  at  Taunton.  In  the  course  of  his  address,  reviewing  the 
year  just  past,  the  vice-president.  Rev.  S.  Hopkins  Emory,  in  speaking  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  said:  "I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  deep  sense  of 
personal  bereavement,  and  the  exceeding  great  value  of  the  deceased  to  the 
Old  Colouy  Historical  Society  as  a  member  and  an  ollicer.  His  industry  in 
historical  research,  his  untarnished  reputation  in  his  profession  as  a  lawyer 
and  in  social  life  made  his  name  a  tower  of  stJeugth,  a  credit  and  a  comfort 
to  us.  "We  have  abundant  reason  to  mourn  his  loss."  A  memorial  of  Mr. 
Daggett  prepared  by  the  Society's  liistoriographer.  Judge  Fuller,  was  read 
at  this  meeting,  and  after  the  electiou  of  officers  his  successor  as  president, 
Mr.  Emory,  proposed  the  following  action  upon  his  death,  which  the 
society  adopted:  "-Whereas,  The  Hon.  John  Daggett,  second  President  of 
the  Old  (!olony  Historical  Society,  who  had  served  it  in  that  capacity  nearly 
thirty  years,  has  recently  been  called  away  by  death.  This  is  to  record  our 
appreciation,  as  a  society,  of  the  high  moral  character  of  tiie  deceased  — 
those  admirable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  so  endeared  him  to  his 
friends  and  brought  such  honor  to  this  society  over  which  he  so  long  presided. 
In  his  profession  as  a  lawyer,  in  all  the  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust 
which  he  was  called  to  fill,  his  reputation  was  unsullied.  Ever  courteous, 
polite,  and  kind,  he  was  deservedly  popular.  AVith  a  natural  aptitude  for 
historical  research,  he  was  eminently  successful  in  gathering  rich  stores  of 
facts  concerning  his  own  town  in  i)articular,  and  the  Old  Colony  generally  ; 
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SO  that,  altliough  dead,  he  will  3'et  live  as  the  historian  of  Attleborough  and 
the  loug-tiioe  President  of  the  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  was  an 
original  niem])cr." 

The  librarian  of  the  society,  in  writing  of  him  and  referring  to  their  long 
and  pleasant  acqnaintance  of  over  sixty  years,  says:  "No  man  living  ever 
held  my  esteem  and  regard  so  warmly  as  John  Daggett.  We  elected  and 
reelected  him  our  President  year  after  year,  and  never  was  an  opposing  vote 
given  to  supersede  him  while  living.  I  say  this  that  it  may  be  known  in 
what  estimation  he  was  held  and  how  he  was  appreciated  l)y  his  Tannton 
friends  and  members  of  the  society."  The  same  writer,  Mr.  J.  W.  D.  Hall, 
in  an  obituary  notice  printed  in  a  Taunton  paper,  further  says  :  "  He  has 
also  been  several  years  preparing  a  more  elaborate  history  of  that  nourishing 
town  (AttleborougJi),  its  ancient  and  modern  enterprises  and  industries  that 
have  grown  up  to  annual  millions,  which  he  leaves  in  manuscript.  He  has 
also  devoted  some  of  his  leisure  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  Old  Colony 
and  North  Purchase  settlements  in  connection  with  the  original  lines  of  the 
ancient  town  of  Pehoboth,  and  was  one  of  the  )nost  thoroughly  posted  anti- 
quarians. His  genial  kindliness,  courtesy,  and  integrity  of  character,  as  a 
counselor  and  friend  —  always  ready  to  say  a  kind  word,  never  a  hard  one  — 
secured  for  him  the  title  of  '  honest  Joini  Daggett,'  which  he  wore  with 
modest  grace  and  meiit  from  his  college  days,  during  these  sixty  years,  to  the 
time  when  'death  claimed  a  shining  mark.'  He  has  passed  awa^',  but  his 
lifelong  deeds  of  kindness  will  live  after  him,  and  his  memory  as  the  Chris- 
tian gentleman  will  ever  be  cherished." 

A  jNIr.  Everett,  of  East  Princeton,  this  State,  a  descendant  of  Attleborough 
people  who  emigrated  to  that  town  in  1764,  wrote  thus  in  a  communication 
dated  December  27,  1885,  which  he  sent  to  the  Advocate:  "I  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Daggett,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Boston,  in 
the  winter  of  I80G.  I  was  more  interested  in  3Ir.  Daggett,  not  alone  from 
his  representing  Old  Attleborough  in  the  Legislature,  but  from  the  fact  that 
we  were  two  of  the  four  youngest  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  were  in  age  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty.  Julius  Rockwell,  now  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  our  State,  and  the  talented  statesman  and  keen 
debater,  and  Robeit  Rantoul,  Jr.,  were  the  other  two  young  members 
referred  to.  Mr.  Daggett  never  made  speeches — certainly' never  to  exhibit 
egotistically  any  pride  of  oratory.  He  was  an  influential  member  of  any 
Committee  upon  which  he  was  placed.  He  was  always  on  duty,  carefully 
examining  every  bill  or  resolve  presented,  and  never  giving  his  approval  to 
any  act  or  incisure  that  was  not  approved  by  his  judgment  for  the  good  of 
the  State.  As  a  friend  he  was  always  social,  agreeable,  and  confiding.  He 
Was  cminentlv  a  true  Christian  gentleman.  Hut  his  life  work  is  done,  aiid  he 
"a>*  passL'd  over  the  river  to  the  immortal  shores  of  the  better  land,  and  has 
had  accorded  to  him  the  '  Welcome,  good  and  faithful  servant."*     This  inter- 
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estiug  article  closes  with  these  words  :  "'  Well !  Attleborough  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  ago  was  purely  a  farming  town;  but  now  various 
industries  of  this  teeming  age  eclipse  too  much  the  honest  farmer's  toil  and 

produce.     But  anyway  may  blessings  rest  on  old  Attleltorough  evermore" a 

sentiment  which  would  have  met  with  a  truly  heartfelt  response  from  the  lips 
of  him  whose  deatli  occasioned  the  writing  of  the  reminiscences,  some  of 
which  have  been  quoted,  could  he  Init  have  read  it. 

A  townsman  writes  of  him  as  "one  of  the  oldest  and  perhaps  best  known 
citizens  of  Attleborough."  (And  it  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  tliat  his  repu- 
tation was  not  confined  to  his  native  town.)  "  But  for  him  the  historv  of 
the  town  would  probably  have  been  a  blank  to  this  day.  "When  we  remember 
that  Mr.  Daggett  had  been  fifty-five  years  a  practising  lawyer  and  that  he 
retained  liis  activity  until  the  very  last,  going  from  his  room  to  Ids  ollice  to 
meet  a  client  the  day  before  his  death,  we  may  form  some  conception  of  the 
amount  of  valuable  work  he  had  in  its  aggregate  accomplished.  He  saw  the 
town  of  Attleborough  increase  its  population  more  tlian  tenfold,  and  his 
native  village  grow  from  a  church,  a  tavern,  and  tluee  dwellings  to  its 
present  flourishing  condition.  He  was  a  man  of  active  mind,  careful  and 
shrewd  in  his  profession,  a  well-read  antiquarian  and  historian,  and  kept 
thoroughly  up  with  the  political  and  social  movements  of  his  time.  In  his 
family  he  was  kind  and  courteous,  and  much  attached  to  those  bound  to  him 
in  the  ties  of  kin.  His  manners  were  learned  in  the  time  when  children  were 
taught  politeness  and  courtesy  was  not  a  lost  art.  He  carried  into  his  con- 
verse with  every  one  a  dignity  yet  pleasantness  of  demeanor  which  is  seldom 
met  in  the  younger  generation.  He  will  be  missed  throughout  the  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  which  his  fourscore  years  of  life  had  gathered 
abont  him.     He  goes  to  his  rest  full  of  years  and  of  deeds." 

Another  townsman  writes  :  "  Although  in  his  later  years  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  lead  a  more  quiet  life,  for  many  years  he  was  prominent  in  public 
jiffairs  and  since  his  retirement  has  exercised  a  steady  influence,  being 
frequently  sought  for  counsel  and  information,  not  only  on  matters  directlv 
connected  with  his  profession,  luit  upon  literary  and  historical  subjects,  ui)on 
which  he  was  an  acknowledged  authority.  For  over  half  a  century  he  con- 
tinued his  legal  practice,  reduced  of  course  in  amount  in  his  later  years.  He 
■was  particular  about  having  only  cases  which  he  thought  were  founded  on 
justice,  and  identified  himself  heartily  with  his  client's  interests.  In  many 
ways  he  was  helpful  to  those  in  need  of  legal  services,  and  ever  seemed  more 
anxious  to  be  of  service  than  to  win  a  financial  gain.  As  a  public  servant 
he  was  careful,  faithful.  honoral)le,  serviceable,  and  respected,  recognized  as 
an  equal  among  experienced  legislators  and  ollicials.  His  greatest  taste  was 
for  antiquarian  researches  and  historical  information.  He  probably  knew 
more  about  Attleborough  people  and  their  connections  all  over  the  country  than 
any  other  person.     Witii  nice  literary  tastes  and  possessing  a  large  library. 
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he  was  well  read,  uot  only  in  standard  literature,  but  in  all  the  events, 
literary,  social,  and  political,  of  the  present  time.  He  was  a  pleasant  con- 
verser,  and  ever  ready  to  give  to  others,  in  a  most  gracious  way,  the  results 
of  his  long  experience.  His  character  was  pure,  his  bearing  dignified,  his 
manners  courtly,  his  disposition  kind.  Retiring  in  his  manners,  for  one  so 
useful  in  a  public  way,  he  was  a  very  approachal)le  man,  seeking  no  honors, 
shirking  no  responsibilities.  lie  realized  in  its  fullest  sense  the  word  gentle- 
man. A  good,  well-balanced,  honorable,  useful  life  was  rounded  with  a 
sleep." 

An  old  lawyer  friend  speaks  of  him  as  a  better  lav:yer  than  advocate^ 
saying  that  while  he  prepared  his  cases  well  and  thoroughly,  he  disturbed 
himself  over  the  closing  of  the  same  to  the  jury,  and  therefore  almost 
always  had  INIr.  Clifford  or  ]Mr.  Read,  or  some  other  of  their  special  class, 
make  the  closing  arguments  for  him.  Tlie  same  friend  says  again:  "He 
was  interested  in  and  thoroughly  read  in  Probate  Law.  He  was  not  a 
man  of  great  force  or  executive  ability,  but  as  counselor  he  was  thorough 
and  reliable.  He  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  wlio  were  brought 
in  contact  with  him  as  a  man  or  lawyer.  Frankness,  and  not  duplicity,  was 
his  leading  characteristic." 

In  the  necrology  of  Brown  University  for  the  year  1885-86  )nay  be  found 
the  following  words  relating  to  3Ir.  Daggett:  "  Ilis  legal  and  general  knowl- 
edge and  his  good  judgment,  together  with  his  public  spirit  and  integrity  and 
fidelity,  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  the  suffrages  of  his  townsmen,  and 
also  ensured  him  success  in  the  different  places  of  trust  which  he  filled.  He 
also  found  time  for  literary  and  historical  studies.  His  interest  in  inquiries 
and  studies  pertaining  to  the  objects  of  these  societies  (the  Old  Colony 
Historical  and  New  P^ngland  Genealogical  Society)  induced  him  to  write  and 
publish  the  history  of  his  native  town  of  Attleborough,  a  task  which  he  so 
worthily  discharged  as  to  win  for  him,  with  the  respect  and  love  of  his 
townsmen,  the  name  and  influence  of  un  authority  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
annals  of  their  town.  Yet  apart  from  that  good  service  he  was  widely 
kuown  and  esteemed  in  Attleborough,  and  a  popular  man  throughout  the 
Stute." 

Mr.  Daggett  was  to  the  last  days  of  his  life  a  loyal  son  of  his  Alma 
Mater.  To  the  last  he  preserved  a  fresh  and  active  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tained to  tlie  welfare  and  progress  of  the  university,  and  he  especially 
delighted  when  within  its  loved  borders  to  talk  over  with  his  classmates  and 
fellow  students,  as  they  gathered  there  from  year  to  year,  the  well  remem- 
bered and  deeply  cherished  experiences  of  their  college  life. 

Mr.  Daggett's  funeral  occurred  December  17,  1885.  A  very  beautiful 
and  touching  service  for  the  invalid  wife  was  conducted  at  his  residence  b}' 
liev.  Mr.  Harton.  The  members  of  the  bar  in  town  bore  liim  on  his  final 
<*arthly  journey,  and  a  number  of  prominent  citizens  of  his  native  village, 
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and  old  friends  aud  representative  men  from  all  parts  of  the  town  attended 
him  as  bearers,  or  as  a  special  mark  of  respect.  It  was  fitting  that  his  last 
resting-place  this  side  the  grave  should  be  in  the  edifice  of  that  church  whose 
history  he  had  followed  with  so  much  interest,  for  whose  welfare  he  long  and 
faithfully  had  labored,  and  whose  wonted  place  within  its  walls  had  during 
more  than  threescore  years  and  ten  so  seldom  been  vacant.  Many  friends 
from  town  and  from  abroad  gathered  there  and  followed  him  as  he  passed  up 
its  familiar  aisle  for  the  last  time.  Appropriate  music  was  rendered  and  his 
favorite  hymn,  '-Kock  of  Ages,"  was  remembered.  The  discourse  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Barton,  and  an  outline  of  it  follows. 

"  The  leading  facts  about  him  we  mourn  have  already  been  made  public. 
His  life  covered  an  important  period  of  the  nation's  history,  and  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  world.  He  was  born,  1805,  died  188.0,  a  brief  statement;  but 
how  much  happened  between  those  dates,  and  how  well  he  improved  those 
years  !  The  year  of  his  birth  Lord  Nelson  defeated  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  at  Trafalgar;  in  that  year  France  became  an  empire. 
Our  own  country  had  about  six  millions  of  people.  IIow  great  a  chano-e 
there  is  from  the  time  one  fellow-citizen  made  his  entrance  into  the  world,  to 
the  time  of  his  exit !  What  a  contrast  is  his  native  town  at  his  departure  to 
what  it  was  at  his  birth!  This  village  in  180.5  had  a  church,  tavern,  and 
three  dwellings.  For  many  years  he  wrought  faithfully,  was  most  active, 
respected,  honored.  Pie  had  an  active  mind,  varied  attainments,  was  public 
spirited,  well  informed  on  all  public  questions,  and  it  is  not  strange  that 
he  was  so  serviceable  to  this  town  and  to  different  generations.  The  profes- 
sion of  law  seems  to  demand  more  real  brain  work  than  any  other,  though 
different  in  kind.  Our  most  important  temporal  matters  depend  upon  the 
work  of  the  profession  of  which  he  was  a  wise,  an  honored,  and  an  active 
member.  His  character  was  so  real,  so  open,  so  well  known,  there  seems 
little  need  to  enlarge  upon  it  to  those  familiar  with  him.  Let  us  see  how  his 
life  touched  our  own.  In  talking  with  him  and  finding  the  purity  and  lofti- 
ness of  his  motives,  one  was  reminded  of  the  text,  '  Whatsoever  things  are 
true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever 
things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report,'  for  he  seemed  to 
move  in  harmony  with  these  ideas.  Always  and  easily  a  gentleman,  he  was 
never  in  too  much  haste  to  exchange  civilities  graciously  and  gracefully. 
His  mind  and  heart  were  set  upon  the  history  of  his  native  town."  The 
speaker  dwelt  at  large  upon  the  value  of  this  history,  "  to  the  student,  to 
the  patriotic,  to  all,"  and  the  patience,  accuracy,  and  diligence  which  had 
been  put  into  the  work  were  highly  commended.  The  discourse  was  closed 
with  these  words  :  "  He  was  busily  engaged  in  compiling  facts  for  a  larger 
and  more  complete  history,  but  he  is  gone  without  accomplishing  it.  Oh, 
the  facts  which  perished  when  this  man  died  !  Oh,  the  threads  wliich  ended 
when  he  passed  away  !  Who  will  take  up  the  work  where  he  left  it  aud  com- 
plete the  monument  he  was  erecting?" 
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A  long-time  and  honored  friend,  and  the  president  of  his  loved  institution, 
Dr.  E.  G.  l\o1)inson,  of  Brown  University,  then  paid  a  most  beautiful  tribute 
to  the  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Daggett,  in  words  something  like  tliese : 
"  Death,  come  when  it  may,  and  as  often  as  it  may,  never  fails  to  fill  the 
mind  with  awe.  For  a  [long]  valued  spirit  entering  upon  the  untried  and 
unknown,  we  cannot  grieve  as  for  one  smitten  in  early  manhood,  or  in  tJje 
midst  of  mature  years.  He  was  a  shock  of  corn  fullv  ri])ened  and  ready  for 
the  harvest.  Not  a  self-seeker,  not  obtrusive,  content  with  himself  and  the 
realities  of  his  life,  strikingly  in  contrast  with  the  present  men  and  times, 
never  seeking  favor,  possessed  of  a  good  reputation,  he  was  a  man  of  far 
more  ability  than  was  always  recognized.  He  really  had  a  perfectly  stain- 
less character;  he  was  a  product  of  Christian  civilization,  a  real  man  [a 
single-minded  man],  gentle  to  an  excessive  degree,  modest,  but  real.  Is 
there  any  higher  plane?  He  was  self-sacrificing,  content  to  be  simpl}'  faith- 
ful to  his  duty,  honest  in  heart,  purpose,  and  deed.  He  never  sought  ollice  ; 
it  was  thrust  upon  him.  jNIany,  nearly  all,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
the  law  have  passed  away  ;  they  were  men  of  ability  and  wide  reputation. 
He  was  the  last  but  one  of  his  [college]  class.  He  did  not  practice  law 
chiefly  for  gain,  but  he  performed  much  gratuitous  service.  He  knew  more 
about  the  old  families  of  the  town  and  theil'  descendants  tlian  any  other 
man  in  the  State  or  country,  and  has  preserved  material  for  some  one  to  com- 
plete and  publish.  He  never  allowed  himself  to  be  rufUed  by  men,  he  never 
ruflled  any  one  else.  Can  the  influence  of  such  a  man  be  anything  but  good? 
Pure,  kind,  faithful,  helpful,  gentle,  he  wrought  his  lifework  and  now  he  has 
fallen  on  sleep." 

A  townsman  says  :  "  At  the  completion  of  the  services,  one  of  the  town's 
greatest  men  was  laid  at  rest  in  the  old  kirkyard  in  the  rear  of  the  church." 
By  the  strong,  kind  hands  of  friends  he  was  carried  to  that  sacred  spot,  and 
by  them  gently  and  tenderly  lowered  into  his  grave.  He  lies  in  the  place  of 
his  expressed  desire,  near  his  mother,  in  the  soil  he  loved  so  well,  surrounded 
by  many  members  of  his  own  family,  and  with  many  of  his  kindred  near. 
May  he  rest  there  undisturbed  till  the  last  sound  of  time  shall  usher  in  eternity  ! 
Such  in  brief  was  the  life  of  John  Daggett,  such  his  death,  and  such  a  few 
of  the  honest,  heartfelt  expressions  of  commendation  of  his  character  and 
career.  No  man  ever  loved  his  native  town  with  a  deeper,  warmer,  more 
faithful  and  stedfast  love  than  he,  no  man  was  ever  more  zealous  in  her  cause 
or  worked  in  her  interests  with  a  nobler,  more  generous  fidelity  than  he. 
He  has  given  tangible  and  enduring  proof  of  the  reality  and  earnestness  of 
his  aft'ection  by  the  careful  collection  and  preservation  of  many  of  the  facts 
to  be  found  in  this  book,  and  the  name  to  which  the  work  entitles  him  —  one 
"0  highly  prized,  and  the  one  by  which  he  will  be  best  known  and  longest 
remembered,  is  the  name  — 
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Tins  little  work  is  tlesij^iicil  principally  for  the  citizens  of  this  town.  The  subject  is  not 
presumed  to  be  of  sutlicient  interest  to  attract  the  particular  attention  of  strangers.  I  have, 
therefore,  entereil  into  details  and  local  descriptions  which  will  not  be  interesting  to  readers  in 
general,  but  only  to  those  who  are  connected  with  the  scene  by  association  or  locality. 

The  work  originated  in  a  Le(;ture  delivered  before  the  Lyceum  in  Attleborougli  in  1S30, 
which  was  prepared  without  the  most  distant  idea  of  publication.  The  subject,  though  an  old 
one,  being  entirely  »e/"  to  the  hearers,  excited  much  interest.  At  the  earnest  request  of  many 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  town,  I  concluded  to  prepare  it  for  jmblication,  to  be 
included  in  a  mere  pamphlet  of  about  sixty  pages.  In  compliance  with  what  seemed  tlie 
fcneralwish,  propo'^als  were  accordingly  issued,  to  ascertain  if  sulHcient  encouragement  would 
be  given  to  justify  the  undertaking.  lUit  in  the  prosecution  of  my  researches  new  materials 
were  found,  and  the  work  multiplied  upon  my  hands,  until  it  has  extended  to  more  than 
double  its  original  size. 

When  the  author  attempted  to  prepare  even  a  brief  lecture  on  the  subject  and  began  to  make 
inquiries  accordingly,  he  was  told  that  it  was  in  vain  —  that  no  materials  existed  from  which  u 
sketch  could  be  formed,  iiarticultirly  in  relation  to  our  early  history.  The  attempt  indeed  was 
at  first  discouraging.  The  Held  was  new  and  unexplored".  There  was  no  light  "  to  lead  my 
blind  way"  through  tiie  dark  labyrinths  of  the  past.  Little  or  nothing  was  contained  in  other 
works  to  which  I  could  refer  for  ai<l.  The  spot  had  almost  escaped  the  prying  curiosity  of 
the  antiquarian.  I  found,  however,  after  diligent  and  laborious  research,  facts  enougli  to  make 
up  the  present  volume. 

The  materials  which  are  here  embodied  have  been  derived  mostly  from  original  sources.  I 
have  gathered  "  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little."'  Tradition  has  supplied  a  part ;  for  some  facts 
I  am  indebted  to  the  recollections  of  the  aged ;  others  I  have  industriously  gleaned  from  a  mass 
of  voluminous  and  almost  illegible  records  and  other  manuscripts.  I  have  left  nothing 
uusearched  which  might  throw  light  on  the  early  history  of  the  town. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  not  mere  amusement,  but  the  preservation  of  facts.  I  have 
therefore  selected  not  merely  what  might  be  interesting  at  the  present  time,  but  what  might 
be  valuable  for  future  reference.  Hence  some  may  think  that  it  is  too  minute  in  the  relation 
of  circumstances;  but  others,  knowing  the  true  objects  of  such  a  work,  will  be  rather  inclined 
to  complain  that  it  is  not  minute  enough.  :Minutencss  and  detail  are,  in  fact,  the  principal 
merit  of  local  liistories.  Such  works  will  furnish  materials  for  more  general  history.  This  is 
the  design;  or  at  least,  one  great  benetit  to  be  derived  from  them  is  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  facts  for  a  more  full  and  perfect  history  of  the  country.  Many  items  which  have 
Wen  collected  together  in  these  pages,  however  unimportant  now,  will  be  curiosities  to  future 
fenerations.  They  will  become  inore  interesting,  as  time  throws  its  thickening  shadows  over 
Ihe  actors  and  events  of  the  past. 

I  have  seized  the  present  moment  and  gathered  what  could  be  obtained  from  trailition,  and 
thus  arrested  what  was  rapidly  passing  into  llu-  gulf  of  oblivion.  I  have  been  particularly 
minute  in  describing  the  transactions  connected  with  the  Revolution.  Those  who  lived  in 
that  age  — who  saw,  and  acted  in.  the  great  scenes  which  then  transpired.  an<l  who  alone  can 
^'ive  us  correct  and  circumstantial  accounts  of  that  period,  will  in  a  very  few  years  more  have 
l>a>scd  from  the  stage  of  life;  and  thus  interesting  and  important  facts  will  be  irrecoverably 
lo>t  to  us  and  to  posterity,  unless  now  rescued  and  embodied  in  a  durable  form.  The  jircscnt 
'»  tile  only  time  to  obtain  minute  and  circumstantial  accounts  of  the  Kevolution.  lOven  now, 
►ince  tlit>  conunencement  of  this  work,  several,  from  whom  I  have  obtained  facts  in  relation  to 
that  period,  have  descended  to  the  silence  of  the  grave.     It  is  hoped,  that  every  opportunity 
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I  will  be  improved,  to  collect  information  from  those  who  were  personally  enfrai,'ed  in  the  scenes 

I  of  the  Eevoliition,  ere  they  shall  disappear  from  the  stai^e  of  life.    It  is  useless  to  dis^jiiise  that 

j  the  labor  and  expense  of  eollecfint,'  the  materials  and  prei)ariu^'  the  work,  brief  and  imperfect 

as  it  is,  have  far  exceeded  my  expectations.  Indeed,  no  one,  until  he  has  tried  the  experiment 
can  fully  api)reciate  the  labor  and  i)atience  and  perseverance  whicli  are  requisite  in  conncctin"- 
Insulated  facts  and  sn])plyini,'  broken  links  in  the  chain,  and  the  perplexity  which  is  caused  in 
reconciling"  apparent  contradictions  and  removing-  doubts.  I  have,  however,  no  expectation  of 
receiving  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  time  and  expense  bestowed  upon  the  work;  but  the 
consciousness  of  having  redeemed  from  undeserved  neglect  the  names  of  our  worthy  fore- 
fathers, and  rescued  from  oblivion  many  facts  in  the  history  of  my  native  town  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  irrecoverably  lost,  will  be,  if  not  a  sullicient  reward,  at  least  a  consolation. 
Such  a  work,  I  am  aware,  is  of  no  great  consequence  to  any  but  those  who  arc  connected 
with  the  town.  But  it  takes  many  little  rills  to  make  up  the  great  current  of  history.  All 
these  things  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  interesting  subject  of  our  early  history;  and  in  this 
view  every  historical  fact,  however  minute  or  unimportant  in  itself,  is  valind>!e  and  worthy  of 
preservation.  And  it  maybe  truly  said  that  he  has  not  labored  in  vain  who  has  added  one 
new  truth  to  what  is  already  known,  or  elucidated  one  dark  spot  in  his  country's  historv. 

In  the  extracts  which  have  been  made  from  ancient  records  I  have  retained  the  ori"-nal  ilates 
and  the  titles  which  were  bestowed  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  former  times.  Even  the 
most  inferior  titles  tlien  conferred  some  distinction.  In  the  earliest  records  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  "  Corporal  and  Sergeant"  such-a-one.  Ensign,  Lieutenant,  and  Captain  were  invariably 
applied  to  those  who  could  claim  the  honor.  Even  the  title  of  Mr.,  which  is  now  without  dis- 
tinction, on  account  of  its  indiscriminate  application,  was  once  esteemed  an  honor  to  which 
but  few  could  aspire! 

I  have  labored  to  be  accurate,  but  some  errors  have  doubtless  escaped  the  closest  attention. 
If  any  should  be  observed,  it  will  be  esteemed  a  favor  if  those  who  have  the  means  will 
coninniuicate  the  correction. 

Attlebouougii,  January,  1S34. 


'T^O  searoli  the  records  of  the  jjast, 
Recall  tl)e  scenes  of  early   da.vs, 
Was  his,  whose  memory  will   last 

Beyond  the  i)oet's  lays. 
But  with  the  task  yet  incomplete, 

The  purpose   unfuKillud, 
A  messenger,  that  comes  for  ail, 

His  mortal  pulses  stilled. 

His  mantle  falling  rests  on  one 

Endowed  with  youth  and  power 
To  bring  the  work  her  father  left 

Dowu  to  the  present  hour. 
Upon  this  page  of  History 

With  gratitude  we  look 
And  bless  the  art  of  magic  skill 

That  saves  it  in  a  book. 
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CHAPTER    I. 


Settlement  oe  IIeiiouotii. — Pukchase  of  the  Tuact  Called  Reiioi'.otii 
NouTH  Pukchase. — Puoceedings  of  the  Pkofkietous.  —  Captain 
Thomas  Willett,  etc. 

IN  1643  a  comptmy  was  formed  iit  Weymouth,  Mass.,  consisting  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newman  and  a  large  portion  of  his  congregation,  for  the  jjiir- 
pose  of  establishing  a  new  settlement  in  this  vicinity.  They  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  of  the  Sachem  of  Pokanoket,  including  what  is  now 
Rehobotli,  Seekonk,  Pawtucket,  East  Providence,  and  a  part  of  Swansea, 
then  known  by  the  name  of  Wannaraoisett ;  and  in  the  spring  of  1G44 
removed  to  a  place  then  called  by  the  Indians  Seacunke,  and  commenced 
their  settlement  around  the  Great  Plain.  This  was  the  Rehobotli  Purchase. 
It  was  purchased  of  Massasoit,  and  one  inducement  in  the  selection  of  this 
particular  tract  by  the  settlers  of  Rehobotli  may  probably  have  been  the  fact 
that  it  included  a  large,  level  plain  clear  of  wood  and  ready  for  cultivation. 
Here  the  inhabitants  continued  with  many  additions  to  their  number  as  a 
distinct  and  independent  settlement  until  June  4,  1645,  when  they  were 
found  to  be  within  the  limits  and  were  adopted  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
Plymouth  Colony,  to  whose  territory  this  tract  belonged,  and  were  incorpor- 
ated as  a  township  by  the  scriptural  name  of  Rehoboth. 

Here  was  then  principallv  a  wilderness  with  no  other  settlement  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  the  nearest  being  the  then  new  settlement  at  Cohanuet, 
Taunton,  distant  about  twelve  miles.  The  Rehobotli  plantation  prospered 
and  continued  to  receive  accessions  from  new  emigrants  and  also  from  the 
settlements  near  Plymouth,  from  Duxbury,  Marshlield,  and  Scituate,  some 
from  Boston,  Dorchester,  Roxbury.  Hingham,  Dedham,  and  some  more 
emigrants  from  Weymouth,  the  former  residence  of  the  original  settlers. 
These  people  were  almost  entirely  from  Massachusetts  C-'olony,  who  landed  at 
lioston  in  1G30  and  subsequently,  and  the  location  of  Rehobotli  was  deemed 
favorable,  as  it  was  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Narragansett  Bay. 
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The  principal  men  of  this  settlement  were  a  substantial  and  intelliiicnt 
class  of  people,  and  seem  to  have  been  above  the  average,  possessing  in  a 
marked  degree  the  characteristics  required  in  pioneers.  Their  first  minister 
seems  to  liave  been  especially  qualified  for  the  position  he  occupied.  IMost 
of  the  first  generation  of  raiuisters  in  the  New  England  colonies  were  learned 
men,  educated  in  the  universities  in  England,  at  first  ministers  of  the 
Established  Church,  who,  from  non-conformity,  were  obliged  to  flee  from" 
religious  persecution  at  home  and  to  seek  an  asyhun  in  the  American  wilder- 
ness. Many  of  tliem  were  eminently  ^)-/-ac^/caZ  men,  fitted  by  their  varied 
experience  in  life  to  be  the  advisors,  the  guides,  or  the  pioneers  of  their 
flocks  in  these  early  settlements.  Such  was  Samuel  Newman,  who  led  his 
people  into  the  rough  and  hardy  soil  of  Ivchoboth,  where  he  remained  in  the 
laborious  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  first  church  for 
a  period  of  twenty  j'cars  until  his  death.  He  was  tlie  sou  of  Kicliard  New- 
man, and  was  born  iu  Banbury,  Oxfordsliire,  in  1602,  of  a  family  '•  luore 
emi)ient  and  more  ancient  than  most  in  tlie  realm  of  England,"  and  was 
baptized  by  a  clergyman  of  that  parisli,  INlay  24,  1602.  He  was  educated  at 
Cambridge,  England,  having  entered  Trinity  College  there,  March  3,  1610. 
He  preached  in  several  places  after  leaving  the  University,  and  emigrated  to 
this  country  about  1636.  He  was  a  short  time  at  Dorchester,  then  removed 
to  Weymouth,  and  finally  to  Rehobotli.  He  died  July  5,  1663,  and  the 
manner  of  his  death  was  somewhat  peculiar,  as  he  liad  a  certain  premonition 
of  it,  and  stated  that  it  would  occur.  He  was  apparently  in  good  hcaltii,  but 
suddenly  expired  on  the  day  named.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  burying- 
ground  at  Seekonk.  His  dust  has  there  mingled  witli  his  mother  earth,  but 
no  monument  marks  the  spot.  A  man  of  so  mncli  usefulness  and  distinction 
iu  his  day  and  generation  sliould  not  be  suffered  to  remain  without  even  the 
ordinary  memorials  of  the  dead  —  such  as  mark  the  last  resting-places  of 
the  most  humble  tenants  of  the  grave.  We  often  neglect  tlie  livingr  and 
honor  the  dead ;  but  we  sometimes  honor  the  living  and  foriiet  the  dead. 

Mr.  Newman  was  especially  remarkable  as  being  the  author  of  a  Concord- 
ance of  the  Bible,  a  voluminous  work,  a  most  laborious  one  to  accomplish, 
and  which  shows  him  to  have  been  a  very  learned  man.  The  first  edition 
was  published  in  London  iu  1643.  about  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Rehoboth. 
While  there  he  revised  the  work,  making  many  additions  and  improvements. 
The  second  edition  was  published  at  the  same  place  in  1650,  and  a  third  in 
1658.  It  was  a  work  of  great  utility,  not  only  in  itself,  but  as  laying  the 
foundation  for  subsequent  works  of  a  similar  character.  It  was  published 
about  one  hundred  years  eailier  than  the  since  famous  Cruden's  Concordance. 
In  1662,  a  short  time  l)efore  Newman's  death,  an  edition  of  this  work  some- 
what altered  and  improved  was  published  by  the  learned  scholars  of  Cam- 
bridge University,  England,  at  the  University  Press,  which  was  afterwards 
known   to  the  public   as  the  "  Cambridge  Concordance,"  thus  robbiu<«-    the 
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real  author  of  the  reputation  wbich  belonged  to  bim,  thouirh  in  tlie  preface 
the  editor  acknowledges  that  it  is  founded  on  Newman's  work,  and  his  plan 
is  adopted.^ 

It  is  related  of  the  autiior,  that  while  pursuintr  this  work  at  Kelioboth  he 
was  obliged  from  the  scarcity  of  materials  for  lighting  in  that  infant  settle 
meut  to  use  pine  knots  for  the  purpose.     It  is  justly  a   matter  of  no  little 
satisfaction  to  us  that  the  author  of  such  a  monument  of  learning  and  indus- 
try should  have  comi)letcd  it  while  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  Ok!  Colony 

As  many  of  the  pioneers  of  Rehoboth  or  their  immediate  descendants  wJre 
the  pioneers  in  establishing  our  town,  we  go  back  together  in  lame  measure 
to  original  founders.  We  can  claim  a  common  interest  in  this  eminent 
scholar  as  one  of  her  pioneers,  and  we  deem  tliis  short  sketch  of  hi^  life 
appropriate,  to  the  history  of  Attleborough. 

During  the  first  seventeen  years  after  the  settlement  of  Reliobolh  there  was 
remaining  a  large  tract  of  land  belonging  to  tlie  Indians,  lying  directly  on  the 
north  of  the  town  and  between  its  north  line  and   the  soutli  Massachusetts 
Bay  line,  containing  an  area  sufficient  for  two  large  townships.     This  rooion 
was  then  the  domain  of  the  "  good  INIassasoit,"  tlie  fast  friend  of  the  En<.-- 
lish.     Pocanoket,  or   Pawkunnawket,  is    the  name   that  was  applied  to  the 
tribal  dominion  of  Massasoit,  whose  personal  tribe  was  the    Wampanoaos 
His  general  authority  extended  over  various  other  tribes  in  Plymouth  Colony 
and  his  dominion  descended  through  Wamsutta  to  Pometacom,  Kincr  Philip' 
It  IS  believed  by  historians  that  the  tribe  of  Massasoit  contained  a  numerous 
population  shortly  before  the  lauding  of  the  Pilgrims.     In  1G12  it  was  said  to 
have  numbered  four  thousand  warriors,  but  about  that  time,  or  a  little  later 
It  had  been  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  by  the  terrible  and  fatal  pestilence 
which  swept  away  so  many  of  the  natives.     Baylies  says  this  pla-nie  almost 
depopulated   the   New  England   coast.     The  Pokanokets  suffered^he  most, 
and  on  the  arrival  of  the  Plymouth  settlers  in  1G20  their  warriors  numbered 
only  sixty.     The   territory  included   in  the    Pehoboth   North  Purchase  was 
probably  inhabited  by  the  Wampanoags   (or  Pocassetts). 

"Once  rawkiinn.'iwket's  warriors  stood 
Thick  as  the  foluiiins  of  tlie  wood; 
Ou  shores  and  isles  uncoiiquered  men 
Called  Massasoit  father  then." 

How  long  in  the  ages  of  the  past  this  fair  domain  had  been  in  possession 
Of  the  natives  the  records  of  time  have  never  revealed.  But  their  hour  had 
now  come  ;  it  was  destined  to  pass  from  their  hands  to  another  and  hi-her 
race.     They   were  doomed    to   extinction.     According  to  the  inevitable °law 

l.eotro7neho'bor''l!!"  '"m"  '."'",""  l"'^«'^^-^'«»<'f  t"«  -thor.and  .as  promised  by  hi,n  to  the 
^^'i^^Z^yttTi;,     r.      M      ;""•.'"  ^"""""-''  «^  ""«  i.rcnlsc.lt  has  been  ,.reseutod  to  then,. 
"  "8  now  lu  tlio  historical  collection  in  Gofl'  Meinorlai  Ilaii Kuitok. 
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of  Provideuce,  if  brought  iu  conllict,  the  iuforior  must  yield  to  tlie  superior 
race.  After  Philip's  War,  a  fcel^le  and  spiritless  remnant  lingered  around 
their  former  abodes,  in  a  degraded  condition,  for  a  few  years,  and  then  van- 
ished forever. 

"Of  all  their  tribes,  the  heirs  of  want, 
A  feeble  few  our  land  may  haunt; 
The  gloomy  ghosts  of  deutl  renown 
Awhile  from  sire  to  sou  go  down; 
And  in  their  spectral  visits  say, 
That  here  the  red  man  once  had  sway." 

About  16G0  our  forefathers  began  to  feel  "  straitened,"  and  wanted  an 
enlargement,  having  only  an  area  of  about  fifty  thousand  acres,  and  ten 
inhabitants  to  a  mile.  In  16G1,  therefore,  Captain  Thomas  Willett,  who  was 
a  skilful  negotiator,  and  on  intimate,  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians,  was 
employed  by  certain  inhabitants  uf  Kehoboth  to  make  a  purchase  of  a  new 
tract  of  land  in  their  behalf,  having  been  first  authorized  and  empowered  by 
the  court  for  that  purpose.  He  accordingly  purcliased  of  Wamsutla  (or 
Wamsetta)  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  noith  of  the  town  of  Kehoboth, 
which  was  called  the  Pehoboth  North  Purchase.  Wamsutta  was  the  then 
reigning  Sachem  of  Pokanoket.  He  was  the  oldest  sou  of  jNIussasoit,  and 
was  originally  called  Mooanam,  then  Wamsutta,  and  fiually,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  according  to  Indian  custom,  liis  name  was  changed  and  he 
took  that  of  Alexander.  He  died  iu  the  summer  of  1662,  about  a  3'ear  after 
the  date  of  this  purchase.^ 

The  manner  of  acquiring  title  to  land  iu  this  colony  was  by  purchase  from 
an  Indian  chief  or  sachem.  The  proprietorship  appeared  to  l)e  not  iu  the 
tribe  but  in  the  sachem,  and  individual  settlers  were  not  permitted  to  make 
purchases  on  their  own  account.  This  was  designed  for  the  protection  of 
the  Indians  against  the  greed  of  speculators  or  private  rapacity.  When 
lands  were  desired  for  settlement  a  company  was  formed  of  a  fixed,  speci- 
fied, certain  number  of  shares,  and  a  committee  appointed  with  the  consent 
of  the  government  to  negotiate  with  the  sachem  for  the  purchase  of  a  tract 
of  land,  generally  of  a  territory  sullicieut  for  a  township.  When  the  pur- 
chase was  made,  the  chief  gave  a  deed  iu  his  own  name,  whicii  was  after- 
wards confirmed  by  a  deed  from  the  government  to  the  purchasers  oi*  proprie- 
tors. A  meeting  was  called  of  the  shareholders,  who  organized  by  choosing 
a  clerk  who  was  to  register  the  proceedings  of  the  compauy,  a  committee  of 
three  or  more,  and  one  or  more  surveyors  of  lands,  and  from  time  to  time 
tliey  ordered  a  dividend  or  division  of  their  common  lauds,  of  so  many  acres 
to  a  share.  A  proprietor  would  then  or  at  any  time  apply  to  the  committee 
and  one  of  the  surveyors,  who  would  proceed  to  Ini/  out  or  assign  to  him  a 

>  Wnmsutta'fi  wife  was  named  Knmumpuni.    See  Drake's  Indian  liiography. 
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certain  number  of  acres  on  liis  sluire  by  metes  and  bounds  ;  and  ha  would 
make  a  return  of  the  lay  out  to  the  elerk,  who  recorded  the  same  on  liis 
books.  This  constituted  the  shareholder's  individual  title  to  his  lands. 
These  divisions  were  ordered  from  time  to  time  till  the  Avhole  common  and 
undivided  lands  were  exhausted.  In  this  way  the  original,  private  titles  to 
all  the  lands  in  the  liehoboth  North  Purchase  were  obtained.  In  ancient 
Rehoboth  the  inhal/itants  voted  that  "  the  recording  of  any  man's  land  in 
the  town  Book  shall  be  to  him  and  his  heirs  sullieient  assurance  forever."  ^ 
This  made  the  title  valid.  A  stranger  or  non-proprietor  might  purchase  of  a 
shareholder  a  whole  or  any  part  of  a  share,  or  a  right  to  lun  ont  and  have 
assigned  to  him  a  certain  nuinl)er  of  acres  in  any  particular  division. 

This  purchase  from  Wamsutta  was  bounded  west  by  Pawtuckct  River,  now 
the  Blackstoue  ;  north  by  tlie  Massachusetts  Colony,  or  the  Bay  Line  (so 
called)  ;  east  by  territory  which  was  afterwards  the  Taunton  North  Purchase, 
now  Mansfield,  Norton,  and  Easton  ;  and  south  by  the  ancient  Rehoboth,  now 
Eehoboth,  Seekonk,  Pawtucket,  and  East  Providence.  This  purchase  included 
Attleborough,  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island,  and  a  tract  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  width  extending  east  and  west,  and  a  part  of  Wrentham  and  Foxborough. 
This  mile  and  a  half  tract  was  given  to  Rehoboth  as  an  enlargement  bv  the 
agents  of  the  court,  who  were  appointed  to  convey  the  North  Purchase  to 
the  proprietors,  and  afterwards,  in  1710,  restored  to  Attleborough  bv  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

In  those  early  days  there  was  much  looseness  of  expression  in  the  legal 
proceedings.  By  some  phraseology  used  the  reader  would  suppose  that  tlie 
North  Purchase  was  a  part  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth.  It  was  never  merged 
in  that  town,  or  included  within  its  chartered  limits.  It  was  from  the  begin- 
ning intended  for  an  independent  township.  On  this  point  a  misapprehen- 
sion prevails,  and  there  is  some  confusion  and  uncertainty  in  the  lirst  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  Rehoboth  concerning  the  title  to  the  North  Purchase, 
such  as  was  common  in  those  days.  The  clerk  of  the  town,  in  making  his 
first  records,  regarded  the  purchase  as  made  by  the  town  as  a  corporation, 
but  such  was  not  in  reality  the  case.  It  was  made  by  shareholders,  owning 
m  different  proportions,  but  generally  one  share  each,  and  it  soon  assumed  its 
true  shape,  by  becoming  an  organization  of  "Proprietors  of  the  Purchase." 
While  it  originated  among  the  i)eople  of  Rehobotli,  and  as  the  territory  lay 
ou  the  north  of  that  town  was  called  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  the  share- 
holders did  not  include  all  the  people  of  that  town,  but  only  a  portion  of 
them,  with  besides  a  number  of  non-residents,  some  of  them  from  AVanna- 
inoisett  (Swansea). 

Settlers  soon  located  on  the  North  Purchase,  but  they  were  without  the 
•safeguard   of   the   law.     At   lirst   these    inhabitants    were    not   sullieient 
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numbers  for  an  incorporation.  They  were  therefore  brought  within  the  legal 
jurisdiction  of  Rehoboth  b}-  being  temporarily  annexed  to  it ;  or,  as  expressed 
by  the  ordei'  of  the  government,  "  included  in  the  Consta1)lerick  of  Rehol)Olh, 
till  they  should  become  sufhcient  for  a  township,"  and  this  temporary  annexa- 
tion was  for  municipal  purposes  and  privileges. 

A  close  examination  of  the  records  and  history  of  the  plantation  shows 
that  Atllcborough,  or  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  was  an  independent  pur- 
chase, and  in  its  boundaries  always  kept  distinct,  but,  having  for  a  time  no 
special  name  for  itself,  it  would  naturally  be  called  Rehoboth.  The  vote  of 
the  town  of  Rehoboth  regarding  the  North  Purchase  annexation  was:  "To 
bring  the  inhabitants  thereof  into  some  lawful  jurisdiction  for  their  safety." 
This  rather  carelessly  expressed  vote  meant  they  were  to  be  subject  to  the 
town  government  of  Rehoboth,  and  entitled  to  its  benefits  and  i)rivileges. 
Under  this  peculiar  arrangement,  its  settlers  voted  in  that  town,  and  one  of 
its  inhabitants  was  once  elected  a  representative.  Other  instances  of  a  simi- 
lar arrangement  have  occurred  in  the  civil  polity  of  the  Old  Colony. 

The  following  copy  of  the  Indian  deed  is  taken  from  the  Old  Colony 
records : — 

A    DEED    ArrOINTED    TO    HE    RECORDED. 

Know  all  men,  that  I  Wamsetta,  alias  Alexander,  chief  Sachem  of  Pokaiiokett,  for  divers 
good  causes  and  valuable  considerations  me  thereunto  moving-,  have  bargained  and  sold  unto 
Captain  Tliomas  Willett  of  "Wannanioisett  all  those  tracts  of  land  situate  and  being  from  the 
bounds  of  ]{ohoboth  ranging  upon  Pawtuckett  River  unto  a  place  .•ailed  Waweypounshag,  the 
place  where  one  Blackstone  ncnv  sojourneth,  and  so  ranging  along  to  the  said  river  unto  a 
place  called  Messanegtacaneh,  and  from  this  upon  a  straight  line  crossing  through  the  woods 
unto  the  uttermost  bounds  of  a  place  called  Mamantapett,  or  Wading  Kiver.  and  from  the  said 
River  one  mile  and  a  half  upon  an  cast  line,  and  from  thence  upon  a  ^outh  line  unto  the  bounds 
of  the  town  of  Ivchoboth:  To  have  and  to  hold  unto  him  the  said  L'ai>tain  Willett  and  his 
associates,  their  heirs  and  as*ign<  forever:  re>erving  only  a  comi>etent  portion  of  land  for 
some  of  the  natives  at  Mishancgitaconett  for  to  plant  and  sojourn  upon,  as  the  said  Wamsctta 
alias  Alexander  and  the  said  Tlioma>  AVillett  Jointly  together  shall  >ee  meet:  and  the  rest  of 
all  the  land  aforementioned,  with  all  the  woods,  waters,  meadows,  and  all  emolument";  whatso- 
ever to  remain  unto  the  said  Thomas  \Villett  and  his  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 
"Witness  my  hand  and  seal  the  eighth  day  of  April  in  the  year  ]061. 

The  mark  of 

AX  A 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  Wamsitta  alias  Alexander, 

in  presence  of  bis  seal  [L.  S.]. 

John  Brown,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Uosworth, 
John  Sassanuin.i  the  Interjireter. 

April  10,  ]Ofi().  Witnesseth  tti(se  Presents,  that  Captain  Thomas  Willett  above  said  hath 
and  doth  hereby  resign,  deliver,  and  make  over  all  and  singular  the  lands  above  mentioned. 
purcha«ieil  of  Wamsitta  alias  Alexander,  thief  .Sacluin  of  Pocanokett,  according  unto  the 
bounds  above  eNi)ressed,  with  all  and  singular  the  benelits,  privileges,  and  innnunities  there- 


»  John  Sassanian,  member  of  Jmllan  Cluircb  at  Natlck,  a  school  teacher.    Sec  liai/lies. 
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unto  appertaining,  unto   Mr.  Thomas  Prencc,  Major  Josias  Winsiow,  Capt.  Thonns  <outh 
worth,  and  Mr.   Constant  Southworth,  in  tlic  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  New  Phinouth      In 
witness  wht-reof  lie  iloth  herounto  set  liis  hand  and  seal 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  '  "  Thomas  Willett  [Seal]. 

in  presence  of  l        j* 

Daniel  Smith, 

Nicholas  Peck. 

For  the  better  protection  of  the  Indians  and  to  prevent  controversies  and 
confusion  of  titles,  the  Government  of  Plynioiith  prohibited  by  law  any 
person  to  purchase  of  them  without  the  assent  and  positive  conlinnation  o'f 
the  government.  This  was  first  enacted  by  Statute  in  June,  1613,  jirovidin- 
that  no  person  should  purchase,  rent,  or  hire  any  lands,  herbage,  wood,  or 
timber  of  any  of  the  natives  in  any  place  within  this  jurisdiction°under  heavy 
penalty.' 

The  following  is  the  Grant  or  Deed-  of  the  Government:  — 

Know  all  men  by  those  presents,  that  we  Thomas  Prence.  Josias  AVinslow.  Thomas 
South^^orth,  and  Constant  Southworth  by  order  of  the  General  Conrt  of  Xew  Plymouth  and 
n.  he  uame  and  behalf  of  the  said  Colony  of  Plymouth,  have  and  bv  these  presents  do  b-u-^ain 
se  1,  ahcn,g,ant  and  confer,  and  n.ake  over  unto  the  proprietors"  of  the  town  of  IJehoboth' 
(V.Z.)  unto  all  that  hold  there,  from  a  litty  po.n.d  estate  and  upwards,  accordi,,.^  to  t  leir  Wri 
agreement  all  and  singular  the  lands  lying  and  being  on  the  north  side  of\  L  own  o 
Kehobo  h  bounded  ..sfolloweth,  ,vix.)  by  a  River  co.nmo.dy  called  Pawtucket  river,  on  the 

\f '  '":,"•;         '":'  ^"'""  "•""  "■'  ^^^^'-^-^^-'n-^etts  Line,  and  on  the  northerlv  side  bv    he  .aid 

io  e"       /.V''''*'"^''"''  ^^'""■'•^  ''"  '^='>-'-'-^-  the  marked  tree  stands  and  heap  o 
stones,  and  thence  a  mile  and  a  half  cast,  and  fron.  thence  bv  a  direct  line  to  the  nort Lst 
corner  of  the  present  bounds  of  the  town  of  itehoboth,  and"  so  back  aga  n  home    n  to  the 

nih^:,  "'S";:'"  .o^.nuuents;  with  al,  the  .neadows,  woods,  waters,  and  all  Ctl^ 
ho  drt,  '  1^"  ''■'^f '.•■^"^'  nmnun.ties,  thereunto  appertaining  and  belonging,  to  have  and  to 
hold  to  them  and  to  their  heirs  forever:  Excepting  that  we  reserve  withb,  this  tract  a    arm 

0   nely  granted   unto  Major    Josias   Winsiow,  and  a  farm    granted   nnto    Capt.   Tho nm 
Ailett    and    wo  hundred   acres  of  land  unto  Mr.  James  Brown  about  Snake  Hill,  and    en 
acre.  Of  meadow  thereabouts;  and  the  n,eadow   called  Blackstone's  Meadow,  the  we      plxiu 
and  the  south  neck  the  quantity  of  two  hundred  acres,  and  the  ti  ft  v  acres  .^raUed  tVpo-   " 
An  adown,  w.th  four  acres  of  meadow  next  adjoining,  three  acres  to  Xichola.^Id     and  half'^ 

«ckno\vl      •  ; ""''  ""'^  ""  '''^"'"  ■^=""'  Pmvhasers  and  their  heirs  forever,  and  do  h.rebv 

J  'r^ '    tf  ""■■"'*-■'  '"  '"  ''""-^'  '''''  •''"''  •^^'*^''"^''  ''''  ''''  •^-"•^^'  -'^l  J«  exoner..te.  acquit  and 
iUs.haige  them  an.l  every  of  them  for  and  conc.-rning  the  premises 

^n  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  tenth  of  April  1GG6. 

•"Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

Isaac  IIowlaxd,  Thomas  Prixck.  [l.s.] 

The  mark  X  of  jo,,.,3  WrxsLow.  [iJ.] 

Joiix  I  ARius  Thomas  Southwouth   [l.s.] 

The  m,  k  X  of  .           Constaxt  SouTHwoirrn   [l.s.] 

JOHx  1{ocki:t,3  '       -■ 

ioJ'"»^  ^T^  '''"'  purchased,  as  the  reader  perceives,  in  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
W8.  by  Captain  Willett,  of  Wamsetta,  the  eldest  son  of  Massasoit,  Sachem, 

^-^'v^'Tus^vJ:!^":  "•  "1=  "'t^'"^- "•  -^^-  ^«'^'-  •">■       'The  original  Is  amon^  the  reconls  of  the 

^■^^t  mangled  M  r     vu        ,r",     '"  '""  "'  '"*'""'■''•  "'  ^'■•="»''«'''.  ''O'""  December  I.  IWl.    Joseph 
■■irrieu  Mar\  U  ilmartli,  .January  .^.,  lOiO.    Kehobotli. 
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April  8,  IGGl.  Captain  Willett  hckl  this  title  in  liis  own  name  until  Api-il 
10,  16GG,  on  which  day  he  conveyed  it  to  certain  men  of  Plymouth,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  goverment  of  that  colony  ;  and  on  the  same  day  it  was 
confu-med  or  conveyed  by  them  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Rehol)oth,  and 
others,  such  as  held  £50  estates  and  upwards.  The  purchasers,  as  has  been 
stated,  were  not  limited  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  but  included  resi- 
dents of  Swansea  (Wannamoisett)  and  other  places,  and  naw  purchasers 
from  time  to  time.  They  constituted  a  separate  and  distinct  body  or  com- 
pany of  purchasers  ;  they  chose  a  proprietor's  clerk,  surveyors,  and  commit- 
tees to  divide  the  lands.  They  soon  held  separate  meetings,  kei)t  separate 
books  and  records  of  their  own,  containing  their  proceedings  and  divisions 
of  land.  Captain  AVillett  himself,  who  heads  the  list  of  proprietors,  lived  in 
Swansea  ;  Mr.  Myles  was  of  the  same  place  ;  Joanna  Ide  was  of  New  Nor- 
rich,  and  "William  Allen  of  Prudense.  Some  of  tlie  original  purchasers  sold 
their  shares,  and  upon  the  death  of  any  of  them  his  heirs  became  proprie- 
tors. Thus  new  shareholders  were  constantly  being  added  to  or  substituted 
for  the  original  ones,  so  that  the  proprietorship  mostly  came  eventually  into- 
the  hands  of  those  who  settled  here.  In  1G72  a  full  and  correct  list  of 
proprietors  was  made,  there  being  seventy-nine  and  a  half  shares  and  eighty- 
two  propiietors. 

Before  the  signing  aud  sealing  of  the  above-mentioned  deed  it  was  also 
agreed  according  unto  a  clause  in  the  Indian  deed  when  these  lands  were 
purchased  by  Captain  AVillett  that  some  meet  proportion  of  lands  about 
Sinnichiconet,  such  as  the  said  Captain  Willett  and  the  Indian  Sachem  shall 
agree  upon,  should  be  set  out  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

Note  on  the  back  of  the  same  deed  :  — 

This  Deed  is  recorded  accordiiii,'  to  order  by  me  Nathaniel  Morton,  Secretary  to  the  Court 
of  New  Plymouth. 

The  Dividend  of  Lauds  enrolled, 
Folio  217. 

The  following  order  lelating  to  this  subject  was  passed  by  the  Court  of 
New  Plymouth. 

New  rLV.MOurn,  October  .'nd,  1GG5. 

"Whereas  the  Court,  having  formerly  impowered  Capt.  Thomas  Willett  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians  certain  Tracts  of  lands  on  the  North  of  IJchoboth  towards  the  IJay  Line,  the  which  he 
hath  done,  and  i.- out  of  purse  >oinc  consideralde  sum  of  money  for  the  same,  this  Court  have 
appointed  the  llonured  (iovcrnor,  the  3LiJor  Winslow,  Capt.  Southwortli,  and  Mr.  Constant 
Southworth,  to  treat  with  Capt.  WilUtt  concerninsi  the  said  [lurchasc,  and  have  imi)ow(red 
the  above  named  Committee  to  take  notice  of  what  hath  been  imnha-ed  by  him,  and  what 
Deeds  he  hath,  and  what  his  ili>burMnents  have  been  for  the  same;  aud  have  also  impowered 
tliem  to  settle  upon  him  >uch  a  proportion  of  the  said  lands  as  may  appear  to  be  e<iual,  upon 
any  ^'rant  to  him;  and  to  aicommoiiate  the  town  of  IJehoboth  respectinj,'  an  enlariicment  of 
their  town,  a>  the  Court  iiave  pronnVed;  and  to  lake  such  course  com-erniuL'  the  n.'mainder  as 
he  may  be  reinilinr-<d  of  hi-  ju>l  due  and  tho>e  lands  may  be  .-ettled  by  the  Court. 

Extracted  from  an<l  compared  with  the  Itecords  uf  said  Court. 

Per.  Samuel  Spuaguk,  Clerk,. 
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Aprils,  IGGl.  Captain  Willett  held  this  title  in  his  own  name  until  Apiil 
10,  16GG,  on  Avhich  day  he  conveyed  it  to  certain  men  of  Plymouth,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  goverment  of  that  colony  :  nnd  on  the  same  day  it  was 
confirmed  or  conveyed  by  them  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Rehobolh,  and 
others,  such  as  held  £50  estates  and  upwards.  The  i)urchasers,  as  has  been 
stated,  were  not  limited  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  but  included  resi- 
dents of  Swansea  (Wannamoisett)  and  other  places,  and  new  purcliasers 
from  time  to  time.  They  constituted  a  separate  and  distinct  body  or  com- 
pany of  purchasers  ;  they  chose  a  proprietor's  clerk,  surveyors,  and  commit- 
tees to  divide  the  lands.  They  soon  held  separate  meetings,  kept  separate 
books  and  records  of  their  own,  containing  their  proceedings  and  divisions 
of  land.  Captain  AVillett  himself,  wlio  heads  the  list  of  proprietors,  lived  in 
Swansea  ;  Mr.  Myles  was  of  the  same  place  ;  Joanna  Ide  was  of  New  Nor- 
rich,  and  AVilliam  Allen  of  Prudense.  Some  of  the  original  purchasers  sold 
their  shares,  and  upon  the  death  of  any  of  them  his  lieirs  became  proprie- 
tors. Thus  new  shareholders  were  constantly  being  ad<led  to  or  sulistituted 
for  tlie  original  ones,  so  that  tlie  proprietorship  mijstly  came  eventually  into- 
the  hands  of  those  who  settled  here.  In  1G72  a  full  and  c(jrrect  list  of 
proprietors  was  made,  there  being  seventy-nine  and  a  half  shares  and  eighty- 
two  proprietors. 

Before  the  signing  and  sealing  of  the  above-mentioned  deed  it  was  also 
agreed  according  unto  a  clause  in  the  Indian  deed  when  these  lands  were 
purchased  by  Captain  Willett  that  some  meet  proportion  of  lands  about 
Sinnichiconet.  such  as  the  said  Captain  Willett  and  the  Indian  Sachem  shall 
agree  upon,  should  be  set  out  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

Note  on  the  back  of  the  same  deed  :  — 

This  Deed  is  recorded  accordin,'-  to  order  by  me  Xatliaiiiel  Morton,  Secretary  to  tlie  Court 
of  New  riyniouth. 

Tbe  Dividend  of  Lauds  enrolled, 
Folio  ->1T. 

The  following  order  relating  to  this  subject  was  passed  by  the  Coiut  of 
New  Plymouth. 

New  rLVMOUTU,  October  -.'nd,  16G5. 

"Whereas  the  Court,  liaviiiir  formerly  inipowered  Capt.  Thomas  Willett  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians  certain  Tracts  «.f  lands  on  the  North  of  Uthoboth  towards  the  liay  Line,  the  which  he 
hath  done,  and  i>out  of  purse  Mjmc  considerable  >uni  of  money  for  the  >anie.  this  Court  have 
appointed  the  Honored  (iovcinur.  the  3IaJor  Winslovv,  Capt.  Soiithworth,  and  Mr.  Constant 
Sojithworth.  to  treat  with  Ca|>t.  Will.tt  <-oncernin.ij  the  said  imrchasc,  and  have  imi)Owered 
the  above  nanieil  Connnittte  to  take  notice  of  what  hath  bem  purchased  by  l)ini,  and  what 
Deeds  he  liath.  an. 1  what  hi>  disbuivnicnts  liavc  been  for  the  same;  and  have  also  impowered 
them  to  settle  upun  him  >uch  a  jnoportion  of  the  saiil  lands  as  may  appear  to  be  equal,  upon 
any  {,'rant  to  him:  and  to  aicommodate  the  town  of  Itehoboth  respectinj,'  an  enlargement  of 
their  town,  as  the  C«>urt  liave  promi-cd;  and  to  take  such  course  concerninL'  the  nMuainder  as 
be  n)ay  be  reimbursed  of  his  ju^t  due  and  thoM  land>  may  be  settled  bv  the  Court. 

Kxtractetl  from  ami  compared  with  the  IJeconJs  of  said  Court. 

Per.  Samuel  Spuague,  Clerk.. 
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1.  Nino  Jli'n'js  :Mis{My,  CimilKrlaml,  H.  I.  '2.  Cj;r!ivc.-.toiiL'.s  of  Captain  Tlioiiias  Willelt, 
1»  what  is  now  East  I'lovidt'iuo,  K.  T.  ;5.  .MonuiiKiit  crctcil  to  William  lUaciistone  by 
'U'M-eiulimts,  stniids  in  Hr-  yanl  of  Aim  and  Hope  Mill,   Lon.><lalc,  K.  I. 
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CAPTAIN    THOMAS    "VVILLETT. 

Some  notice  of  Captain  Thomas  Willett,  who  stands  at  the  hend  of  our 
list  of  proprietors  and  whose  life  deserves  to  be  better  known  to  the  present 
feneration,  will  not  be  deemed  inai)propriate.  His  history  does  not  exclu- 
sively belong  to  this  town,  but  as  he  took  so  active  and  important  a  part  in 
the  original  purcliase  and  settlement  of  this  and  the  neighl)oring  towns,  a 
brief  sketch  of  his  life  seems  to  be  demanded  by  the  interest  which  our 
citizens  must  feel  in  his  character.  But  little  is  known  of  him  previous  to 
his  emigration  to  this  country.  He  was  a  merchant  in  his  native  country, 
and  probably  in  his  business  travels  had  become  acquainted  with  the  I'ilgrims 
in  Lej'den,  was  a  sympathizer  in  their  religious  views,  and  had  resided  with 
them  in  HolKand  for  some  time  prior  to  their  exile  to  America.  Here  he  had 
an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  good  knowledge  of  tiic  manners,  customs,  and 
language  of  the  Dutch  —  a  knowledge  which  was  destined  to  i>rove  very 
useful  in  later  years  in  a  far  distant  land.  He  was  one  of  the  last  of  the 
Leyden  company,  and  came  here  probably  about  1630,  a  very  young  inan  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival  —  perhaps  twenty-one.  One  authority  states  that  he 
came  in  1629,  being  then  in  his  twentieth  year;  others  suppose  he  was  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  at  Plymouth,  where  he  at  lirst 
resided.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  well-educated  man  and  soon  became 
useful  and  distinguished  in  the  colony.  He  was  admitted  freeman  of  Ply- 
mouth Colony,  July  1,  1633,  and  six  acres  of  land  were  granted  him  in 
Plymouth.  He  resided  there  quite  a  number  of  years  and  acquired  an  inllu- 
euce  and  highly  respectable  standing  among  the  colonists.  He  soon  took  an 
active  and  prominent  interest  in  the  survey  and  settlement  of  other  portions 
of  the  colony  and  in  the  j)urchase  of  lands  from  the  aboriginal  owners.  He 
took  much  interest  in  the  Indian  race,  cultivating  acquaintance  and  friendship 
with  them.  They  became  thoroughly  attached  to  him  and  had  great  confi- 
dence in  him,  calling  him  in  some  of  their  deeds  ^  our  loving  friend  Capt. 
Thomas  Willett." 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  1630,  though,  as  already  observed,  a  young  man, 
he  was  sent  bj'  the  company  of  Plymouth,  who  had  established  a  trading 
house  at  Kennebeck,  to  superintend  their  business  as  agent.  While  he  was 
residing  there  Governor  AYinthrop  relates  of  him  the  following  curious  anec- 
dote :  "  At  Kiuncbeck,  the  Indians  wanting  food,  and  there  being  store  in  the 
Plymouth  trading  house,  they  conspired  to  kill  the  English  there  for  their 
provision;  and  some  Indians  coming  into  the  house,  INIr.  Willett,  tiie  master 
of  tiie  house,  being  reading  the  Bible,  his  countenance  was  more  solemn  than 
at  other  times,  so  as  he  did  not  look  cheerfully  upon  them,  as  he  was  wont  to 
do;  whereupon  they  went  out  and  told  their  fellows,  that  their  purpose 
^vas  discovered.  They  asked  them  how  it  could  be.  The  others  told 
^I't'm  that  thev   knew    it   bv    IMr.    Willctt's   countenance,    and   that   he  had 
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discovered  it  by  a  book  that  be  was  readiug.  AVhereupou  they  gave  over 
their  design."  ^ 

In  1647  he  became  successor  —  probably  tlie  immediate  —  of  tlie  famous 
Miles  Standish,  the  Pilgrim  warrior  in  the  command  of  tlie  military  company 
at  Plymouth.  March  7,  1G47,  "The  Military  Company  of  New  Plymouth, 
having  according  to  order  proposed  unto  the  Court  two  men  for  every  special 
office  of  their  band,  the  Court  do  allow  and  approve  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Willett,  for  Captain,  Mr.  Thomas  Southworth,  for  Lieutenant,  Mr.  William 
Bradford,  for  Ensign."-  He  was  in  1651  elected  an  assistant  of  the 
Governor,  and  was  annually  continued  in  that  odice  till  1665,  when  other 
duties  obliged  him  to  decline,  and  James  Brown,  of  Swansea,  was  chosen  his 
successor.  At  this  time  he  was  selected  by  the  Plymouth  Court,  agreeably  to 
the  request  of  His  ]Majest3''s  Commissioners,  to  attend  them  at  New  York 
(which  had  just  been  surrendered  by  the  Dutch),  for  the  purpose  6f  assisting 
them  in  organizing  the  new  government.  It  is  mentioned  b}'  Davis  in  a  note 
to  his  edition  of  Jlorton's  Memorial  that  "  Col.  Nichols,  (one  of  the  Com- 
missioners,) in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Prince,  written  from  New  York,  the  spring 
after  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch  settlements,  requests  that  Capt.  Willett 
ma}'  have  such  a  dispensation  from  his  oflicial  engagements  in  Plymouth 
Colony,  as  to  be  at  liberty  to  assist  in  modelling  and  reducing  the  affairs  in 
this  settlement  into  good  English.  He  remarks  that  Mr.  AVillett  was  more 
acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Dutch  than  any  gentleman 
in  the  country,  and  that  his  conversation  was  very  acceptable  to  them." 
Captain  Willett  executed  his  duties  there  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned  ;  his  services  were  so  highly  appreciated  and  he  rendered  himself 
so  popular  with  the  people,  that  after  the  organization  of  the  government  he 
was  chosen  the  first  "English  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York."  He  was 
elected  to  the  same  oflice  a  second  time.  "  But,"  as  Mr.  Baylies,  tlie  his- 
torian of  Plymouth  Colony,  has  justly  remarked,  "  even  this  first  of  city 
distinctions  conferred  by  that  proud  metropolis  did  not  impart  more  real 
honor  to  his  character  than  the  address  and  good  feeling  manifested  by  him 
in  effecting  the  peaceable  settlement  of  the  humble  town  of  Swansea."  The 
Dutch  had  so  much  confidence  in  his  integrity  that  he  was  selected  by  them 
the  umpire  to  determine  the  controverted  boundary  between  New  York  and 
the  New  Haven  Colony.  He  Mas  also  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the 
commissioners  or  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Kehoboth.  Captain  Willett  removed  to  Wanna- 
moisett,  a  part  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Swansea,  where  he  resided  during 
most  of  the  remainder  of  his  life.  A  grant  of  a  quarter  part  of  that  town- 
ship (Swansea)  was  made  to  him  and  otliers.  With  him  was  associated  Mr. 
Myles,  the  first  Baptist  minister  in  New  England,  and  they  two  are  justly 


>  Winthrop's  Jour.,  1,  Zii.    »  Old  Col.  Jiec. 


HISTOBY  OF  ATTLEBOBOUGIL  63 

ret^arded  as  the  founders  of  Swansea.  The  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
the  settlement  of  that  plantation  was  just  and  honorable  and  reflects  much 
credit  on  the  character  of  both.  Captain  "NVillett  alwa3's  cultivated  a  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  wherever  he  was,  and  evei-ywhere  gained  their 
confidence  and  good  will.  Hence  he  was  generally  employed  b}'  the  colony 
in  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  native  chiefs,  and  besides  being  the 
orio^inal  purchaser  of  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  he  was  that  also  of 
the  Taunton  North  Purchase,  and  many  other  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity. 
He  was  on  particularly  friendly  terras  with  Alexander,  and  his  brother  the 
famous  King  Philip,  his  home  being  near  Mount  Hope,  the  dwelling  place  of 
the  latter. 
The  following  order  relating  to  him  was  passed  by  the  Plymouth  Court :  — . 

March  1GG5-C.  In  refertnice  to  an  order  of  Court  bearing  date  the  third  day  of  October 
1GC5,  whei'eiu  our  Honored  Governor  Major  "Wiuslow.  Capt.  Southworth,  and  y\r.  Constant 
Southwortii  were  appointed  to  be  a  committee  in  reference  to  a  cei'laiii  tract  of  land  purchased 
by  Capt.  Willett  on  the  north  side  of  liehobotii.  wliicli  said  order  em])owerelh  the  said  Com- 
mittee to  dispose  and  settle  a  proportion  of  tlic  said  lands  on  the  said  Capt.  Willett  as  they  sliall 
think  meet;  and  the  Court  do  therefore  settle  and  contirm  unto  him  four  or  live  hundred  acres 
of  the  said  lands,  to  be  laid  out  fur  him  on  the  Ejisterly  side  or  end  of  the  said  lands,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever. 

This  grant  or  farm  in  this  town,  at  High  Squisset,  was  laid  out  to  him  and 
recorded  in  the  "  Kehobotli  Nortli  Purchase  Books."  It  lies  on  both  sides  of 
the  Seven  Mile  River,  l)eginning  near  Newell's  tavern  and  has  always  borne 
the  name  of  "  Willett's  farm."  It  was  a  tract  of  five  hundred  acres,  and 
with  certain  meadows  and  out  lots  amounted  to  about  six  hundred  acres,  and 
■was  given  to  him  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  services  to  the  proprietors. 
It  seems  to  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son.  Captain  Andrew  Willett, 
who  sold  it  some  time  after  his  fathei''s  death  to  John  AVilkinson  the  1st, 
of  Attleborough.  In  1720  it  was  divided  into  two  parts  between  Captain 
Samuel  Tyler  and  Joyce  Newell,  widow  of  Jacob  Newell.  This  farm  was 
originally  laid  out  with  great  regularity  —  in  parallel  lines  —  and  its  subse- 
quent divisions  have  been  preserved  in  good  shape. 

Captain  AVillett  married  ]Mary  Brown,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Brown  the 
1st,  at  Plymouth,  Gth  July,  1G3G,  by  whom  he  had  several  children  :  Thomas; 
Hester,  b.  Gth  July,  1647  ;  Rebecca,  d.  2d  April,  lGo2  ;  James,  b.  November 
24,  1G49  ;  Andrew  ;  Samuel ;  Ilezekiah,  who  died  2Gth  July,  1G51  ;  Hezekiah 
2d,  b.  IGth  November,  1G52;  Sarah;  Martha,  etc.  His  son  James  married 
Kliza,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Hunt,  of  Rehoboth,  17th  April,  1673, 
and  continued  to  live  on  the  paternal  estate.  Hezekiah  2d  married  his 
cousin  Anna  Brown,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Brown,  2d,  of  Rehoboth,  7th 
January,  1675,  and  was  killed  soon  after  by  the  Indians  in  Philip's  War.  John 
Sallin,  who  had  resided  in  Scituate  and  Swansea,  married  Martha  Willett. 
Tlioy  lived  in  Boston  —  where  in  1G8G  he  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of 
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Massachusetts  —  and  in  Bristol,  11.  I.  Samuel  Hooker,^  of  Farniino-ton. 
Conn.,  married  Mary;  Sarah  married  an  Eliot,  and  it  is  said  another  dauoh- 
ter  married  one  of  Die  family  of  tlie  I?ev.  John  Wilson,  of  IJoston,  "  the  Holy 
Wilson  of  Cotton  blather's  eulogies " ;  and  Hester  or  Esther  married  the 
Rev.  Josiah  Flint,  of  Dorchester. 

Captain  Willett  has  numerous  descendants  residing  in  various  parts  of  the 
coujitry,  several  of  whom  have  become  distinguished  in  history.  His  'a'aud- 
son,  Francis,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Rhode  Island  ;  another  descendant, 
his  great-grandson,  of  the  family  of  Samuel  Avas  Colonel  Marinus  Willett, 
who  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  a  distinguished  ollicer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  —  and  lie  had  also  been  mayor  of  New  York  Citv.- 

After  a  residence  of  a  few  years  in  New  York,  Cai)tain  Willett  returned  to 
his  seat  in  Swansea,  where,  after  a  life  of  varied  and  distinguished  useful- 
ness he  died  the  4\]\  of  August,  1674,  at  the  ago  of  sixty-three.  The  "Old 
Colony  Records "  give  the  date  as  the  3d  of  August,  but  I  have  chosen  to 
i-ely  on  the  inscription  upon  his  gravestone.  He  was  buried  in  an  ancient 
burying-ground,  at  the  head  of  Bullock's  Cove,  in  what  is  now  Seekonk, 
where  a  rough  stone  is  ejected  to  his  memory  containing  a  brief  and  rudely 
carved  inscription  which  reads  as  follows  :  — 


HEAD  STONE. 


FOOT  STONE. 


1674 

Here 

lyes 

y*  Body 

of  y' 

wor" 

Thomas 

Willett 

efq 

who  died 

Avgvft  y 

e    4^th 

in  y-^  64*" 

year  of 

his 

age  anno 

WHO   WAS   THE 

FIRST    MAYOR 

OF    NEW   YORK 

&.  TWICE    DID 

SVSTAIN    Y^   PLACE 


'Baylies'  Memoirs  of  I'lytitoiith  <'i>lotii/. 

JMcinolrs  of  lils  lifi-  liaso  Ixon  i.u'jlUhe.l  by  hU  con,  William  M.  WlUctt.  Colonel  Willett  had 
anotlK'i-  son,  Dr.  Marlmis  Willoit,  wlio  was  out-  of  the  founders  of  tlic  American  Tract  Sofletv, 
aiunii:<<lauK'liter.Ml~s  Anne  Willett,  li:i-.tK'eni.ron)lnent  for  lier  generous  and  personal  lntcrc=t  in 
the  Evanj^elical  Orphan  A>\  him  for  (Jlrl-  In  tlie  city  of  Florence,  Italy,  Ijelng  its  Directress. 
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His  wife  Mar}'  died  about  16G9,  and  is  buried  by  his  side.^  Thus  the  first 
English  Mayor  of  tiie  first  coinuiercial  nietropoHs  in  America  lies  buried  on 
a  lonely  and  barren  heatli  in  the  humble  town  of  Seekonk,  at  a  place  seldom 
visited  by  the  footsteps  of  man — with  naught  but  the  rudest  monument  to 
mark  the  spot. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  an  account  of  the  Willett  family, 
found  in  the  Providoice  Journal  of  January  24,  1873.  One  writer  says  of 
Captain  AVillett :  —  ' 

He  WPS  coDversaiit  in  the  fiir  ami  Indian  trade  of  tlie  whole  coast  of  Kcnnehec  to  Hudson's 
River,  became  very  opulent,  and  .settled  on  a  i)lautatiu))  in  Swanzey,  now  JJarrinu'ton.  where 
remains  his  grave,  six  miles  below  Providence.  Bein;,'  an  intelligt'Ut  and  respectable  iiorson.  lie 
went  as  a  counsellor  on  board  of  beloved  Colonel  Nicholi's  licet,  at  the  reduction  of  Manha- 
does,  ]GOi,  and  was  by  him  appointed  31ayor  of  the  new  conquered  city.  He  owned  houses  in 
New  York  and  Albany.  The  Dutch  resuming:  the  ijovernnient,  he  afterwards  returned  to  his 
settlement  and  died  in  Barrinulon. 

The  following  "epitaph  on  my  worshipful  father-in-law,"  was  written  by 
John  Satlin  :  — 

Here  lies  Grave  Willett,  who.se  !40od  name 
Did  Blount  upon  the  winiis  of  Fame; 
Who  unto  Place  did  not  Intrude, 
(A  Star  of  the  first  Magnitude.) 
But's  prudence,  pietie  and  zeale. 
For  Gotl,  in  Church  and  Common weall, 
Ilis  re.all  worth,  and  Generous  Si)irit. 
Which  constantly  he  did  Inherit. 
His  hospitality  and  love. 
And  courteous  carriaue,  like  a  Dove, 
Did  so  Exccll,  that  all  miyht  See 
He  had  attain'd  to  the  First  Tliree. 
Now  he's  hence  gone  to  liis  long  home. 
And  taken  from  the  111  to  come  — 
Liv'd  here  Desir'd;  lamented  Dy'd; 
Is  with  his  Saviour,  Glorilied. 

The  will  of  Captain  Tliomas  AVillett  is  a  very  long  document,  drawn  up 
with  minute  particularity.  It  contains  legacies  to  the  "overseers"  of  the 
instrument,  and  to  the  churches  of  tlie  neigiiboring  towns.  Some  old  serv- 
ants are  also  rememl)ered.  He  then  devises  his  extensive  estates  in  New 
Plymouth,  Swanzey,  and  Kehoboth  to  his  sons,  James,  Hezekiah,  Andrew,  and 
Samuel,  and  his  Narragansett  lands  to  his  grandchildren  ;  1>ut  Thomas,  sou 
of  John  and  Martha  Salfin,  is  to  inlierit  a  double  portion.     As  early  as  July  4, 

'  Following  are  the  inscriptions  on  lier  gravestones  :  Hcailstone  — "  1CG9.  Here  lyctli  ye  body  of  the 
virtuous  3Iary  WUIctt,  wife  to  Thomas  Willett,  wlio  <lied  January  ye  8  about  ye  iUe?  tli  year  of  her 
age,  anuo."  Footstone  —  "Daughter  to  the  \\orll  John  Urowu,  Deceased."  Captain  Willctt's  head- 
stoue  Is  some  six  or  seven  Inelies  thick,  aliout  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  stands  perliaps  two  ami  a 
half  feet  Iilgli,  and  is  lu  .a  very  good  state  of  preservation,  Ijut  tlie  little  cemetery  is  still  a  harren  and 
neglected  si)ot.  It  Is  now  In  what  is  called  Kast  Providence.  For  tliese  facts,  and  the  above  copy  of 
Captain  Willoll's  Inscriptions,  1  am  iudebteil  to  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  of  this  town,  who  has 
recently  visited  this  place  of  historic  Interest.—  Fditok. 
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1C59,  certain  lands  in  ancient  Namcook,  aftcnvaid.s  part  of  the  "Kiuo's 
Province,"  but  generalh'  known  as  Boston  Xock,  and  situated  near  the 
present  Narragansett  Ferry,  had  been  purcliased  of  three  sachems  by  Willett 
and  others.  This  small  part  of  tlie  Willett  property,  reserved  by  its  owner 
as  a  suitable  portion  for  his  grandchildren,  is  still  held  by  his  descendants, 
while  all  the  other  estates  have  long  since  been  divided  and  alienated.  A 
singular  provision  of  the  will  was  that  if  any  one  of  his  sons  (the  daughters 
were  all  married  but  one),  should  marry  without  the  consent  of  a  majoritv  of 
the  five  executors,  he  would  by  tliat  act  forfeit  all  claims  to  his  inheritance. 
The  "Willett  farm  (where  he  resided),  was  the  original  seat  of  the  great 
sacliem,  Miautinomi,  and  a  large  bowlder  on  the  farm  is  still  known  as  "  jNIian- 
tinomi's  Rock."  On  oue  portion  of  this  farm  the  celebrated  Colonel  Whale 
or  Wlialley,  styled  one  of  King  Charles'  regicide  judges,  resided  for  a  time.i 

Tlie  following  introduction  is  entered  in  the  lirst  book  of  the  records  of  the 
Eehoboth  North  Purchase  :  — 

"Whereas,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  six,  a  purchase 
of  lands  was  made  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  and  the  neighborhood  of 
Anuimosett :  —  the  said  lands  situate  on  the  North  side  of  the  Towue  of 
Rehoboth  —  of  3Ir.  Thomas  Prince,  Esquire,  Major  Josiah  Winslow,  Captain 
Thomas  Southworth  Agents  of  the  CTOvernment  of  New  Plymouth,  the 
bounds  of  the  said  lands  fully  appearing  by  a  Deed  of  sale  made  by  the 
aforesaid  gentlemen,  to  the  purchasers  thereof,  l)earing  date  the  tenth  of  April 
1666,  which  deed  hath  been  inrolled  at  the  Court  of  New  Plymouth  according 
to  order  of  Court.  The  bounds  of  the  said  lands  are  as  followeth,  (viz.)  by 
a  river  called  Pawtucket  river,  on  the  West,  and  up  the  said  river  unto  the 
Massachusetts  line  ;  aud  on  the  Northerly  side,  by  the  same  line,  until  it  cross 
the  ould  Roade  towards  the  Bay,  where  the  marked  tree  stands,  and  a  heape 
of  stones;  and  thence  a  mile  and  halfe  East,  and  from  thence  by  a  direct  line 
to  the  North  East  corner  of  \.hQ  present  bounds  of  tlie  t(jwne  of  Rehoboth,  and 
soe  back  againe  home  to  the  said  line  between  the;  (iovernmeuts  —  Exceptino- 
there  was  reserved  out  of  the  said  tract  of  land  a  farm  granted  before  to 
Major  Josiah  Winslow,  a  farm  granted  to  Captain  Tliomas  Willett,  and  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  to  Mr.  James  llrownr  about  Snake-hill,  and  ten  acres 
of  ]\Ieadow  thereabouts  ;  and  the  3Ieadow  called  Ulackstone's  Meadow  the 
West  plaiue ;  -  aud  the  South  neck  the  quantity  of  two  hundred  acres;  and 
fifty  acres  granted  to    Roger  Ammidown   with   four  acres  of  meadow*  and 

1  Tin- larger  portion  of  tlils  sketch  Is  .is  the  author  pn|>iiri"l  U.    The  extracts  from  the  Journal 
wcro  HtMcit  hy  the  editor.    One  or  two  discri'iianclcs  aro  Ihim  <A|iliihii-'|. 

'Avvll  H.  IWit;.  AKrcitnciu  lictwfcii  the  town  nint  Caplnlii  Wllliii  un  to  the  location  of  his  lands 
In  till'  .N'orlh  I'urchasf.  Sue  roi-oni  in  iUi.-is'  Jicliolnitb,  y.  I'i.  'I'l'<'  liii"l>i  re^i-rvcd  to  Captain  Willett 
In  Ills  dool  to  the  U.  N.  l".  were  iissignoil  to  him  on  the  refi.nU  iin'l  ciuiie  Into  the  hands  of  his  son 
Andri'W  Willett. 
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three  acres  of  Meadow  to  Nicholas  Ide  ;  and  half  an  acre  to  Ceoroe  Kobinson  ; 
also  sonic  INrcete  proportion  of  lands  for  the  Indians  at  Sinnichitcconett ;  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Indians.  All  the  rest  of  the  said  lands  within  the  said 
tract  as  before  bounded,  to  be  equally  divided  to  the  purchasers  thereof 
according  to  their  said  proportions,  (there  being  Seventy  Nine  whole  shares 
and  a  half)  being  joint  purchasers  ;  and  the  said  purchasers  have  fully  dis- 
charged and  paid  the  purcliasc  thereof  according  to  their  several  proportions." 

"Mem.  That  the  clause  in  the  former  page  'to  be  equally  divided  to 
the  purchasers  thereof  hath  reference  to  the  before  expressed  date  (viz.) 
one  thousand  Six  hundred  and  Sixty  and  Six. 

"  The  names  of  the  Purchasers  with  their  Rights  to  the  said  Lands  before 
mentioned  are  those  {no  man  contraOktuuj)  that  are  here  expressed  in  the. 
following  List." 


.sh.  (bought  of  IJoger 
(one  ]ie  boiiglit  of 


Capt.  Tho)iias  Willett  (one  share,  John  Wil- 

kinsonVj. 
Mr.  Stephen  Paine.  Sen.,  2  >h.s.  (one  tliat  was 
his  own  and  one  tliat  svas  appointed  for 
John  ]Marlin). 
Mr.  Xoali  Newman,  1  sh. 
Lieut.  Peter  lliinl,  1  sh. 
Mr.  James  Urowne,  1  sh. 
Samuel  Newman,  1  sh. 
John  Allen,  Sen.,  1  sh. 
John  Woodcoek,  li  sh. 
Thomas  Estaljrooke".< 

Amidowne). 
Thomas  Willmot,  2  sli> 

Jo.  Carpenter  and  one  of  his  own). 
Sampson  Mason,  1  sh. 
Anthoney  Perry,  1  sh. 
John  ]?utterworth,  1  sli.  (this  sold  to  Daniel 

Jenkes,  excepting  the  meadow). 
Philip  AValker,  1  sh. 
John  Ornisl.y.  1  sh. 
Hichard  Martin.  1  sh. 
Steplien  Paine,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
Holier  Joans,  1  sh.i 
Ol.adiah  liowen,  1  sh. 
John  Peeke,  1  sh. 
James  Kedeway.  1  sh. 
Samuel  Carpenter,  1  sh. 

J"hn  Titus.  2  sh.  (one  that  he  bought  of  his 
mother-in-law.  Abigail  Carpenter,  and  oue 
that  was  his  own). 
>Ir.  John  .Myles,  1  sh. 
^Villiam  Carpenter,  1  sh. 
Joseph  Peci<,.,  1  sii. 

''"••OMias  Cooper,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
^•"'•'gn  Jltnery  Snnth,  1  sh. 


John  IJeade,  Sin.,  1  sh. 

John  Peatle,  Jun.,  1  sh. 

Nicholas  l>ecke,  1  sh. 

Elizabeth  JIannah  and  Lydia  Winchester,  1  sh. 
This  sould  to  Dan'l  Shepardson. 

Daniel  Smith,  1  sh. 

Jonathan  Bliss.  1  sh. 

Rice  Leonard,  I  sh. 

William  Sabcn,  ]  sh. 

John  Perrin,  Sen.,  1  sh. 

George  Kendricke,  1  sh. 

(>eorge  Jfobinson,  1  sh. 

John  Doggett,  1  sh, 

John  Fitch,  ]  sh. 

liichard  Bowen,  Jun..  1  sh. 

Elizabeth  Buliucke,  1  sh. 

John  Miller,  Jun.,  1  sh. 

Hobert  Fuller.  1  sh. 

llobert  Wheaton,  1  sh. 

Ester  Jlall,  1  sh. 

John  Miller,  Sen.,  1  sh.       ^ 

Jaret  Ingraham,  1  sh.       ^ 

John  Jvingsley,  1  sh.-  — 

Gilbert  Brookes,  1  sh. 

Thomas  Keade,  1  sh. 

Thomas  Grant,  i  sh. 

Jonathan  Fuller,  1  sh. 

James Gillson,  1  sh.  (bought  of  Samuel  Sabeu). 

Samuel  Luther,  1  sh.     (This  share  sold  to  Mr. 

Phillip  Sijuirc.) 
Nicholas  Tanner,  1  sh.  ..  - 
John  Allen,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
Preserved  Abell,  1  sh. 
Francis  Stephens,  1  sh. 
Nicholas  Idc,  1  sh. 
Ilichard  Whittaker,  1  sh. 


""bert  Jones  Intended,  but  spelled  as  .ibove 


on  the  record. 
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Thomas  Cooper,  Sen.,  1  sli. 

Samuel  Pccko,  1  sh. 

■William  BucUlaiui.  1  sli. 

Joseph  BiK'klainl,  1  sli. 

Benjamin  Bnckland,  1  sh. 

John  Lovfll.  1  sh. 

Joanna  Ide,  of  New  Norwich,  halfe  a  share. 

Thomas  Ormslty,   h  sh.,  bought  of  Kichard 

Bowen,  Sen. 
John  Savage,  h  sh. 

Jacob  Ormsljy,  J  sli.  (thatwas  bis  mother's). 
Jolin  roliey,  1  sh.  (that  lie  had  of  his  father, 

Jon.  Bosworth.) 
William  Allen,  of  Prudensc,  1  sh.  he  bought 

of  Nathaniel  Paiue. 


Nathaniel  Peckc,  1  sh. 

Israel  Pecke,  1  sh. 

Jonali  Palmer,  1  sh. 

PiObert  iSriller.  1  sh. 

Nath.iiiiel     Paine,  1   sh.    (4  of    it  he  bought 

of  liichard  Bowen,  .Sen.,  and  the  other 

of  .leremiah  AVheaton.) 
EMad  Kinsley,  1  sh. 

Tlic  afoit'siiid  List  and  the  preface  to  it  wa» 
universally  agreed  upon  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
Purchastu-s.  ]May  2Sth,  IGT-J.  to  be  entered  into 
the  Booke  of  Pecords  for  the  North  Purchased 
Lands.     Tliis  attested  to  by  me, 

WiNiain  Carpenter,  Jr.,  Clcrke. 


This  list  of  proprietors,!  as  the  reader  perceives,  was  made  in  1G72,  bv  a 
comntittec  choseu  for  that  purpose. 

Tlie  first  division  of  lands  in  tlie  Xorth  rurcliase  was  made  June  22,  1G58. 
This  division  was  confined  exclusively  to  meadow  land.  It  was  made  before 
the  lands  Avere  pmcliased,  and  Avas  evidently  intended  for  the  immediate  use 
of  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants.  It  appears  by  tlie  f<)llowing  extracts  from 
the  town  records  of  Eehobotli  that  tlte  Court  had  made  a  grant  of  the 
meadows  in  the  North  Purchase  to  the  inlial)itants  of  that  town,  before  the 
rest  of  the  lands  were  granted,  and  this  division  was  tlierefore  an  autliorized 
one. 

February  23,  1657.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfidly  warned  it  was  voted, 
<'that  all  the  INIeadows  lying  on  the  North  side  of  the  town,  which  were 
given  and  granted  to  the  Town  by  the  Court,  shall  be  laid  out  according  to 
person  and  estate." 

"  At  the  same  time  those  men  whose  names  are  here  subscribed  have 
promised  to  go  to  see  what  meadows  they  can  find  on  the  North  side  of  our 
Town,  that  tliey  may  notify  our  town,  to  their  best  judgment,  what  quantity 
there  may  be  of  it,  and  this  tliey  do  freely  on  their  own  charge.  Wm.  Car- 
penter Senior  will  go  3  days  on  his  own  charge,  and  if  he  go  any  fnore  he 
is  to  be  paid  for  it.  Wm.  Sabin,  1  day  ;  Lieut.  Hunt,  2  days;  Josepli  Peck, 
1  day;  John  Peclc,  1  day;  Henry  .Smitli,  1  day;  Wm.  P>uclclin,  2  days; 
Robert  Fuller,  1  day  ;  John  Pead,  1  day  ;  Thomas  Cooper  Junior,  1  day  ; 
Francis  Stephens,   1   day." 

At  the  same  time  tliose  men  whose  names  are  here  subscribed  are  accepted 
of  the  freemen  of  the  town  to  talcc  up  their  freedom  ;  namely,  Joseph  Peclc, 
John  Peck,  Henry  Smith,  Pobert  Fuller,  John  Fitch,  Steven  Paine,  Jonathan 
Bliss,  Wm.  Rucklin,  Pice  Leonard.  Several  of  these  persons  afterwards 
removed  to  Attleborough. 

June  22,  IGaS.     It  was  voted,  "  that  all  the   meadow  that  lies  upon   the 


>  Many  of  the  sliarelioMcrs  removed  to  Attleborough;  others  sold  to  persons  from  other  i)lace8. 
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North  siflo  of  the  town,  that  hath  been  visited  bv  certain  men  accordino-  to 
the  town's  order,  shall  be  lotted  out,  according  to  person  and  estate." 

"14  of  the  0th  month,  1061.  Lient.  Hnnt,  and  Wni.  Sabin  were  chosen 
to  confer  w^th  Mr.  Willett  to  know  what  he  hath  done  about  the  North  side 
of  the  town  in  the  behalf  of  the  town." 

"  The  28  of  the  5  mo.  1G62.  It  was  voted  that  John  AVoodcocIc  (after- 
wards of  Attlcborough)  should  have  two  rods  of  land  to  build  a  small  house 
on  for  himself  and  his  family  to  be  in  on  the  Lord's  day  in  some  convenient 
place  near  the  meetinghouse,  and  Goodman  Paine  and  Lieut.  Hunt  were 
chosen  to  see  where  the  most  convenient  jilace  might  be  for  it." 

"  1658,  June  22d.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned,  Lots  were  drawn 
for  the  meadows  that  lie  on  tiic  Nortii  side  of  the  town,  according  to  person 
and  estate." 

April  18,  16G6.  It  was  voted  by  the  town  "  tliat  tlie  late  purchasers  of 
land  upon  the  north  side  of  our  town  shall  bear  forty  shillings  in  a  rate 
of  5£  and  so  proportionable  in  all  other  public  cliarges." 

It  was  also  voted  that  there  sliould  be  a  three-railed  fence  set  up  and 
maintained  between  the  late  purchased  land  on  the  nortli  side  of  the  town  to 
be  set  up  on  all  the  end  of  the  plain  from  Goodman  Buckland's  lands  to  the 
jStill  river,  "  and  every  man  that  is  interested  in  the  said  purchased  Lands  to 
bear  an  equal  proportion  in  the  aforesaid  fence  according  to  their  proportion 
of  Lands." 

It  was  also  voted  "to  make  choice  of  a  Committee  for  the  settling  and 
stating  of  the  late  purchased  Lands  on  the  north  side  of  our  town,  viz : 
whether  such,  as  at  present  seem  questional)le,  are  true  proprietors  of  the 
aforesaid  lands;  —  and  tiie  Committee  chosen  were  Capt.  Willett  with  the 
townsmen  and  those  thnt  stand  engaged  for  tiie  payment  of  the  aforesaid 
purchased  Lands."     The  committee  reported  April  2;5,  1G06. 

It  was  also  voted  by  the  town  "  that  Mr.  Goodman  Martin  shall  enjoy  a 
spot  of  fresh  meadow  that  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  lying  at  the  end 
of  the  Great  Plain,  during  his  life  and  his  wife's,  and  at  their  decease  to 
return  to  the  town." 

At  the  same  time  it  was  agreed  between  the  town  and  Captain  Willett, 
"  that  for  the  forty  acres  of  meadow  that  he  is  to  have  to  his  farm,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  he  is  by  agreement  made  witli  the  town  to  have 
High  Squisset  .*ind  Low  Squisset,  and  the  bounds  of  the  said  Squisset's 
meadows  to  be  according  to  the  sight  of  the  Surveyors  the  day  that  they  laid 
out  his  farm,  that  is,  Henry  Smith  and  William  C:u-penter  ;  and  he  is  also  to 
have  a  piece  of  meadow  at  the  Seven  Mile  River  near  unto  the  going  out  at 
the  highway,  and  six  acres  of  meadow  at  tlie  Ten  IMilc  Kiver,  and  wliat  there 
wants  of  the  six  acres  in  (pialily  is  to  be  made  up  in  quantity  —  the  said  six 
acres  of  meadow  on  the  Ten  Mile  liiver  lies  bv  the  old  highway  as  we  go  into 
the  15av." 
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"April  23d,  1666.  The  Committee  that  was  chosen  bv  the  town  April 
18th  1G66,  at  a  town  meeting,  for  the  stating  and  settling  of  the  late  pur- 
chased lauds,  upo)i  the  North  side  of  our  town,  the  aforesaid  committee 
being  met  together  this  tweut}'  third  of  April,  we  see  cause  that  there  shall 
be  seventy  six  whole  shares  and  equal  purchasers  in  the  aforesaid  Lands,  and 
six  persons  that  have  half  shares,  which  we  see  cause  to  add  to  the  sevent}' 
six  whole  shares,  so  that  the  whole  number  of  shares  amounts  to  seventv  nine 
shares." 

May  10,  1666.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned,  the  town  concluded 
to  have  a  meeting  upon  the  last  Tuesday  in  June,  •'  to  consider  of  the 
meadows  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  how  they  may  be  disposed  of  for 
this  present  year;  it  is  therefore  agreed  by  this  town,  that  no  man  shall  mow 
a  load  or  a  part  of  a  load  of  grass,  before  the  town  hath  disposed  of  them, 
upon  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  the  load  or  part  of  a  load." 

October  16,  1666.  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  concluded  that  the  pur- 
chased lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  "  shall  be  divided  lietween  this 
and  the  first  of  May  next  ensuing."  It  was  also  voted  by  the  town,  "  that 
no  person  shall  fall  any  trees  upon  the  afoj-esaid  lands  on  the  north  side  of 
our  town  before  the  said  lands  be  divided,  upon  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings 
for  every  tree  so  fallen."  The  same  day  John  Doggett,  John  Woodcock, 
and  John  Titus  were  chosen  by  the  town  "to  see  what  timbei-  trees  are 
fallen  on  the  late  purchased  lands  on  the  north  side  of  our  town,  and  they 
shall  have  the  forfeiture  for  their  pains,  and  the  trees  to  those  that  the  land 
shall  fall  to." 

June  22,  1667.  .4t  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  by  the  town  tlu\t  the 
meadows  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  '•  shall  l)e  for  this  present  year, 
as  they  were  the  last  year." 

April  10,  16G8.  "  The  town  chose  a  Committee  to  go  and  view  the 
meadows  that  are  in  tlie  North  Purchase  and  to  acre  them  out,  to  divide  them 
into  three  score  and  eighteen  parts  and  a  half,  and  to  mark  and  bound  out 
each  part  and  put  in  such  swamps  as  in  their  prudence  they  think  meet,  to 
be  laid  out  in  the  said  division  —  provided  they  do  it  equally  as  they  can. 
The  said  connnittee  are  Anthony  Terry,  Philip  Walker,  Thomas  Wilmot,i 
Nicholas  Ide  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  whole  company  of  purchasers." 

May  13,  1668.  The  town  made  an  agreement  with  Goodman  Allen  "  that 
he  is  to  have  the  twenty  acres  of  Meadow  that  is  laid  out  by  Ensign  Smith 
at  Sinecheticonet,  and  the  Meadow  called  the  Parson's  Meadow,  and  all  that 
is  within  his  farm,  for  his  tliirty  acres  of  meadow  that  he  purchased  of  IMajor 
Winslow — and  also  for  his  full  siiare  of  meadow  on  the  North  Purchase." 
It  was  also  voted  "  that  the  rates  upon  the  North  side  of  the  town  be  lowered, 
•and  part  taken  olY,  that  is  to  say,  whereas  the  lands  upon  the  North  l^n-chase 


•Now  Wllmaith. 
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paid  40  shillings  of  5  pouuds  in  all  rates,  that  now  the  said  lands  shall  pay 
20  shillings  in  5  pounds  until  the  town  see  cause  to  altei"  it." 

May  26,  1668.  It  was  voted  that  John  Woodcock  "shall  have  tlie 
meadow  upon  the  Ten  ^Nlile  Kiver  between  Capt.  "Willett's  meadow  and  his 
own  Meadow,  and  another  piece  that  the  townsmen  shall  appoint  him  that 
were  chosen  by  the  town  to  acre  the  meadows  in  the  North  Purchase,  for  two 
shares  of  meadow  on  the  N.  Purchase." 

The  26th  of  May,  1668,  lots  were  drawn  for  the  meadows  ^  in  the  North 
Purchase. 

The  first  division  of  general  lands  wns  granted  by  the  proprietors  at  a 
meeting  held  February  9,  1668.  Lots  were  drawn  for  this  division  March 
18,  1668-60.     The  previous  divisions  had  been  confined  to  meadow  land. 

"  At  a  town  )neeting  lawfully  warned  Febi'uary  0th  1668,  it  was  voted 
that  there  should  be  Fifty  acres  of  upland  laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town  to  every  share,  speedily  ;  and  the  rest  to  be  laid  out  with  as  nuieh  con- 
veniency  as  may  be."  This  was  the  first  general  division,  and  the  number  of 
proprietors  was  eighty-two.  In  168.5  it  was  eighty-three,  and  at  another  divi- 
sion, November  7,  1699,  the  number  had  increased  to  one  lunidred  and  thirty- 
three.  It  was  voted  that  there  should  be  a  committee  chosen  "  to  view  where 
there  is  good  land  for  the  laying  out  of  a  division  of  lands  on  the  north  pur- 
chase," and  that  the  aforesaid  fifty  acres  to  a  share  should  be  forthwith  laid 
out,  and  then  lots  should  be  drawn  by  the  aforesaid  purchasei's  according  to 
the  agreement. 

At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  wiu-ned  the  18th  of  Jlarch,  1668-69.  "it  was 
voted  that  there  should  be  fifty  acres  of  land  laid  out  to  a  shore  on  the  North 
purchased  lands." 

It  was  also  provided  that  the  purchasers  should  draw  lots  for  their  choice  ; 
and  that  each  one  should  choose  his  lands  successively  according  to  his  turn, 
and  give  notice  to  the  next  in  turn  ;  and  that  if  any  neglected  or  refused  to 
make  choice  and  lay  out  his  laud  in  his  turn,  for  the  space  of  three  days 
after  notice  was  given  him,  he  should  wait  until  all  others  had  made  choice 
in  regular  order. 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  eight  were  chosen,  any  two  of  whom 
might  act,  to  see  that  these  rights  should  not  be  laid  out  so  as  to  inter- 
fere with  highways,  previous  divisions  of  meadows,  or  other  lotraents.  This 
committee  were  William  Sabin,  Nicholas  Peck,  Samuel  Newman,  James 
Reddeway,  Thomas  Willmot,  Samuel  Peck,  Lieutenant  Hunt,  Joseph  Buck- 
land.  Nine  purchasers  entered  a  protest  against  the  manner  of  laying  out 
the  lands  by  choosinrj ;  namely.  Captain  Willett,  INIr.  i\Iyles,  William  Sabin, 
Mr.  Brown,  Deacon  Cooper,  John  Miller,  Sen.,  John  Pereu,  Sen.,  George 
Kendricke,  William  Carpenter. 

1  Griinteil  by  the  Court  previous  to  the  pureliase.  v 
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"The  Names ^  of  those  that  drew  for  a  Division  on  the  Nortli  Purchase, 
18th  March,   1668-9." 


John  Titus 

Josepli  IJucklaiul 

John  Onnsby 

Children's  Lands  ^ 

Nath'l  Fainc 

Goody  Hide 

Rice  Leonard 

John  Allin,  Jiin. 

Xicholas  Peck 

Ichabod  ^liller,  Juu. 

Robert  AVhcaton 

John  Doyj.^ott 

Deacon  Cooiicr 

Phillip  AValUer 

Tho,  Read 

Joseph  Pec'k 

John  Read,  Son. 

Jonathan  Rliss 

Roger  Aniidowne 

Stephen  Rninc,  Jnn. 

Thomas  and  Jacob  Ornisby 

Richard  13  ii  Hock 

Daniel  Smith 

John  Klngsli  y 

Obadiah  Rowinu" 

John  Reren,  Sen. 


Rol)ert  Joanes 
Will.  JJnckland 
James  Gillson 
Israil  Peck 
A nth.  Perry 
-  Eldad  Kin^'sley 
Tho.  Cooper,  Jun. 
Mr.  Myles 
Richard  Beniis,  Jr. 
John  Fitch 
Joseph  Carpenter 
Preserved  ,\l)el 
John  AVoodcock 
.John  Allen,  Sen. 
Nich.  Ide 
Capt.  AVillet 
James  Rcddeway 
Sam.  X<!\vman 
Stephen  Paine,  Sen. 
Jona.  Palmer 
Robert  Aliller 
Tho.  Willmot 
Gilbert  Rrooks 
AVid.  Carpenter 
Left.  Hunt 
Jarct  Tngraham 
Francis  Stephens 


John  Read,  Juu. 
Mr.  Xewnian 
Ricli.  Martin 
John  Ruttcru'orth 
CJeorge  Kcndrick 
John  Lowell 
Thomas  Grant 
Mr.  Rrown 
Nath.  I'eck 
George  ){obinsou 
Jonathan  Fuller 
Jonathan  J'oswortli 
Sam.  Peck 
Robert  ]''uller 
Nath.  I'aine,  Jr. 
Richard  Whittaker 
Sam.  Carpenter 
Edward  Hall 
Nicholas  Tanner  t.' 
Jolin  Savage 
AVill.  Sabcn 
Will.  Carpenter 
Sampson  Mason 
John  Peck 
Ben.  Buck  land 
lien.  Sinitli 
Sam.  Luther 


lase  were 


Complaints  were  often  made  that  the  lands  in  the  North  Purclu 
rated  or  assessed  too  high.     There  is  the  following  record  on  this  subject :  — 

At  a  meeting  of  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase  the  26t]i  of  August, 
1670,  it  was  voted,  "  that  the  townsmen  should  choose  three  men  to  discuss 
and  also  to  end  any  difference  with  such  persons  as  are  chosen  bv  the  com- 
plainers  of  the  provisions  of  the  Rates."  The  time  set  to  meet  was  "  {his 
day  s'en'nit  at  the  meeting  house  ;  and  if  not  ended  to  attend  the  next  Court 
at  Plymouth  to  defend  and  answer  such  complaints  as  are  made  against  the 
rating  of  these  lands." 

A  mile  and  a  half  on  the  south  side  of  this  town  was  g)-anted  to  Ilehoboth, 
by  order  of  Court,  June,  1668. ^ 

June,  1668.  "  This  Coin-t  have  ordered  that  a  tract  of  land  containing  a 
mile  and  a  half  lying  on  the  North  side  of  the  town  of  Pejioboth  is  allowed 
to  be  the  proper  right  of  the  said  township.     And  for  such  lands  as  are  lvin<'- 


'Sec  List  of  Proprietors  in  1707,  September  IC,  X.  I'.  Records,  vol.  2,  p.  3.  Sec  List  AprH  14, 
1735,  vol.  2,  i>.  13;{. 

^Chlklren  of  Alcxamicr  Wiiiclicstcr,  deceased. 

3  It  was  rcston.l  to  Attlelwioiij^li  in  1710.  If  it  _  the  North  Purcliase—  belonKcd  to,  aii<l  was  a  part 
of  Ri'hohotli,  why  <liil  tliat  town  ask  for  an  ml(ir//eiuetit  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  tliat  territory  when 
the  whole  tract  belonged  to  It? 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOJiOUGII.  -63 

betwixt  the  Bay  line  and  it  is  to  be  accounted  within  the  Constablerick  of 
Reboboth,  until  the  Court  shall  order  it  otherwise.  And  that  such  fanns  as 
Ij'eth  within  the  said  liberties  shall  be  responsible  in  point  of  rating  at  tlie 
Colony's  disposal." — Old  Col.  Rec.  ■ 

There  is  the  following  vote  concerning  this  tract  in  Rehoboth  Records  :  — 

November  8,  1G70.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  it  was  voted  that 
the  line  should  be  forthwith  run  between  the  North  Purchase  and  the  mile  and 
a  half  given  to  the  town  for  enlargement. 

The  committee  were  "  Lieut.  Hunt  and  Einsign  Smith,  Nicholas  Peck  and 
Will.  Carpenter." 

Committees  were  also  chosen  to  see  that  no  timber  on  the  north  side  should 
be  "  fallen  or  drawn  away."  Great  dilliculty  was  experienced  in  preventing 
the  loss  of  timber  on  the  undivided  lands. 

December  20,  1670.  It  was  voted  that  there  should  be  a  town  meeting 
"  this  day  fortnight  about  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,"  and  that  there 
should  be  a  committee  chosen  "  to  draw  up  such  propositions  as  they  think  will 
be  most  expedient  for  the  settling  of  the  differences  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town  concerning  those  lands,  considering  that  all  the  purchasers  of  the  land 
have  not  yet  given  them,  i\Ir.  IJi'own  engaging  to  give  notice  to  all  the  pro- 
prietors of  those  lands  that  dwell  at  Swansea  ;  and  that  these  propositions  be 
tendered  at  the  said  town  meeting,  that,  if  it  were  the  will  of  God,  there 
might  be  a  unanimous  agreement.  The  committee  chosen  were  Lieut.  Hunt, 
Ensign  Smith,  Nathaniel  Paine,  Nicholas  Peck  and  Anthony  Perry." 

November  23,  1670.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  meet  the  treasurer  of 
Taunton  to  settle  the  bounds  between  the  North  Purchase  and  Taunton 
North  Purchase.  Co)nmittee  were  "■  Ensign  Smith,  Wra.  Sabiu,  Wm. 
Carpenter." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors.  May  28,  1672,  it  was  voted  "  that  for 
the  comfortable  and  peaceable  settlement  of  the  lauds  and  meadows  on  the 
North  side  of  the  town;  —  whereas  there  has  been  great  dissatisfaction  iu 
respect  of  the  unequal  division  of  meadows;  —  and,  forasmuch  as  there  was 
a  Committee  chosen  in  the  year  1688  for  the  bounding  of  the  meadows 
betwixt  the  Tens;  —  there  shall  be  a  new  committee  added  to  them,  to  make 
diligent  search  and  take  a  deliberate  view  of  the  meadows  and  swamps  within 
all  the  several  Tens,  with  power  to  add  to  those  Tens  which  needed  amend- 
ment, and  bound  them  all;  and  also  to  redress  any  grievance  which  any  par- 
ticular person  suffers.  This  order  is  not  to  take  place  till  after  six  months." 
It  was  provided  that  the  said  committee  should  "  bound  all  the  Tens  before 
!U)y  more  upland  lots  are  laid  out,  if  they  do  it  within  two  months." 

At  a  meeting  of  purchasers,  February  18,  1681,  it  was  voted  that  there 
*>hould  be  a  division  of  fifty  acres  to  a  share  in  the  North  Purchase  ;  William 
Carpenter  was  chosen  surveyor  to  lay  it  out.  Voted  that  there  should  be  a 
meeting  of  the  purchasers  to  draw  lots  for  said  division  "  the  last  Tuesday 
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of  June  next  ensuing."  Accordingly,  at  a  meeting  held  .June  29,  IG80,  lots 
were  drawn  for  said  fifty  acres  of  upland  among  eiglit^'-throe  persons. 

At  a  proprietors'  meeting,  October  31,  1G91),  it  was  voted  that  there  should 
be. two  divisions  of  lands  in  tlie  North  Puichase  forthwith  laid  out  to  the  said 
proprietors  according  to  their  rights  in  said  lands,  that  is,  fifty  acres  to  a 
whole  share  in  both  divisions  ;  namely,  twenty-five  acres  to  the  first  division, 
and  twenty-five  acres  to  the  second  division;  "and  he  that  is  first  in  tlie 
first  division  sliall  be  last  in  tiie  second  division,"  and  so  on. 

At  their  next  meeting,  November  7,  1699,  the  proprietors  drew  lots  for  the 
new  division.  They  had  increased  at  this  time  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  in  number. 

In  the  year  1694  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Pin-chase  were  incorporated 
into  a  township  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  of  ^Massachusetts. 

Previous  to  this  time,  as  has  been  stated,  the  North  Purchase  was  witliin 
the  jurisdiction,  but  not  witliin  the  chartered  limits,  of  Peholjoth.  It  was 
annexed  to  that  town,  for  a  temporary  and  special  purpose.  If  it  had  been 
a  part  of  the  town,  there  was  no  need  of  annexation.  'J'he  iuhal^itants  were 
subjected  to  the  municipal  autliority,  and  liad  fur  the  time  all  the  rights  of 
freemen  of  that  town.  It  was  properly  a  plantation  of  Kehoboth.  It  was 
ordered  by  Plymouth  Court  to  be  within  the  jiuisdiction  of  that  town  until 
it  should  be  incorporated.  July  5,  1671.  "The  Court  liave  ordered  that 
the  North  Purchase  (so  called)  shall  lie  unto  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  until 
it  comes  to  be  a  township  ;  and  in  the  meantime  to  bear  tlie  seventh  part 
of  all  the  rates  that  shall  be  levied  for  the  public  charges  of  that  town; 
and  when  the  said  Purchase  shall  become  a  Township  by  itself,  then  the  said 
township  of  Rehoboth  to  be  cased  in  their  rates."  —  Old  Col.  Rec. 

An  act  raising  £4,841  10s.  for  the  whole  province  was  passed  October  27, 
1694-95,  and  Attleborough  was  assessed  £12.  It  was  common  to  provide  for 
the  government  of  these  outlying  settlements  by  annexing  them  to  some 
town  having  a  municipal  government  or  legal  status.' 


iln  1661  Plymouth  Court  oidereil  that  Rehoboth  jurisdiction  extend  over  or  "  uuto  Sowamsett. 
See  Bliss'  Rehoboth,  p.  52. 
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CHAPTER    11. 


BLACKSTONE. 


THE  first  wliito  inlifiljitaiit  within  the  original  limits  of  the  town  was  the 
celebrated  AVilliani  lilackstono,  a  man  of  many  peculiarities  and  a 
singular  history-  He  was  also  the  first  settler  and  sole  progenitor  of  SJiaw- 
miit,  now  the  site  of  the  great  city  of  Boston.  There  were  two  or  three  indi- 
viduals at  a  distance,  on  ]\raverick  and  Thompson's  islands  in  the  harbor, 
apparently  having  no  connection  with  him.'  Everything  relating  to  the 
unique  life  of  this  eccentric  though  amiable  man  must  be  interesting  not  only" 
to  the  people  of  this  town,  but  to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  ancient 
history  of  the  colonies. 

He  came  to  this  country  from  England  soon  after  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  as 
early  as  lG2o-26,  and  settled  first  at  Boston,  called  b}'  the  Indians  Shannmit, 
meaning  a  spring  of  water.  Here  he  commenced  his  solitary  life,  built  his 
house,  cultivated  his  lands,  and  planted  his  orchard,  where  the  first  apples 
in  Massachusetts  were  grown.  He  had  undoubtedly  occupied  the  peninsula 
several  years,  and  alone,  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Governor  Winthrop's  Com- 
pany in  1630.  They  at  first  located  themselves  at  Cliarlestown,  but  finding 
the  water  bad,  and  "  liking  that  plain  neck  that  was  then  called  Blackstone's 
Neck,"  they  soon  removed  by  invitation  to  the  peninsula,  Avhere  they  found 
a  good  spring  of  water. 

Mr.  Blackstone  had  been  in  England  a  clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  was  a  well-educated  man  ;  he  graduated  at  Emmanuel  College, 
Cambridge  University,  receiving  his  degree  A.B.  in  1617,  and  A.M.  in  1621. 
What  the  special  occasion  of  his  leaving  his  native  country  and  coming  here 
was,  is  not  wholly  known.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  he  had  some  connec- 
tion with  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges'  in  his  enterprise.  None  have  traced  him 
to  his  birthplace  or  any  home  in  his  native    country,  for  the  name  is  not 


'One  Walfonl,  lived  at  Cliarlestown;  Maverick,  on  wliat  is  now  East  Boston;  Thompson,  on  the 
tslan<l  still  bearing  his  name;  and  Blackstone,  at  Sliawnuit,  are  sui>i)0>cd  to  have  held  their  lands 
*tnder  Gorg-cs'  patent,  and  tlion^ditto  liave  been  the  pioneers  of  a  projected  plantation.  See  a  paniplilct 
tutltled  "  Blackstone,  Boston's  First  Inhaljitant,"  pnblisheil  In  Jloston,  in  1S77. 

'  In  1G23  a  patent  was  issued  to  Kol)eit  Gor^rcs,  son  of  Sir  Ferdinand  Gor?;es,  inchnlin;;  ten  miles  on 
Massachnsctts  Bay,  thirty  inland,  and  some  islands,  and  it  is  now  said  that  lilackstonc  received 
**  right  from  him,  and  that  lie  may  liavecome  to  tills  country  in  Itl-J:!,  with  the  colonists  ^vllom  Gorices 
sent  out  In  that  year  to  estahlisii  a  i)laiitatlon  at  Wcymoulli.  Suliseipiently  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges 
persuaded  Ids  son  to  ^Ive  up  Ids  patent,  ami  in  1G."J  another  was  issued  to  Wiuthrop,  who  arrived  In 
^'"30,  as  stated  above.    Sec  i>anipldet  above  quoted. 
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a  very  coDimon  one  in  England. ^  He  lived,  however,  in  an  ago  of  religions- 
bigotry,  intolerance,  and  persecution,  and,  "  not  being  able,"  as  he  said,  "  to 
endure  the  power  of  the  Lords  Lishops,''  he  left  his  native  land  and  sought 
an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of  America,  where  he  might  enjoy  his  own  opinions 
unmolested. 

The  peninsula,  as  we  have  seen,  was  called  "  lUackstone's  Neck,"  and  as 
first  occupant  of  the  place  he  claimed  the  whole  as  his  propei'ty.  After 
residing  a  few  years  with  the  new  settlers  of  fShaiv/niit,  he  found  there  was 
the  san)e  intolerant  and  overbearing  spirit  among  tliose  new  associates. 
They  attempted  to  eject  him  from  his  lands  under  pretence  that  they  were 
entitled  to  them  by  a  grant  from  the  Englisli  king.  ^Ir.  ]>lackstonc  declined 
to  have  his  rights  taken  from  him  even  by  a  sceplered  hand,  saying  in  his 
independent  and  characteristic  way,  '■'■  The  King  asserteth  sovereignty  of  this 
New  England  because  John  and  Sebastian  Caliot  sailed  along  the  coast  with- 
out even  lauding  at  any  place  :  and  if  the  quality  of  sovereignty  can  subsist 
upon  the  substratum  of  mere  inspection,  surely  the  quality  of  property  can 
subsist  upon  that  of  actual  occupanc}^  which  is  the  foundation  of  my  claim. "^ 
Becoming  thus  very  naturally  "  discontented  Avith  the  power  of  the  Lords 
Brethren,"  he  felt  compelled  to  seek  another  retreat.  His  claim  Avas  recog- 
nized by  the  new  settlers,  but  to  how  just  an  extent  it  is  didicult  to  deter- 
mine. At  one  time  they  decided  to  set  off  fifty  acres  for  him  "  near  to  his 
house  in  Boston,  to  enjoy  forever,"'  but  this  seems  not  to  have  been  a  satis- 
factory offer,  and  finally  they  purchased  the  relinquishment  of  iiis  title, 
reserving  for  him  his  garden  and  house  lot  and  pasture  about  six  acres  in 
all.  According  to  Prince'.'!  Chronicles,  his  cottage  stood  "on  the  south  side 
of  Charles  river  mouth,  on  a  point  of  land  called  Blackstone's  Point,"  and 
near  a  spring.-     Mr.  Blackstone  must  have  been  a  man  of    substance,  for 


1  But  I  have  found  tlie  following  memoiantia  in  one  of  the  ancient  local  histories  of  England  :  John 
Blaxton,  Vicar  of  Osniington,  in  Dorset,  1C21.  In  16/)0,  Mr.  .John  Blaxton  inciimhcnt,  ami  had  been 
so  twenty-eight  year?.  He  was  the  author  of  the  following  work,  iiubli>hed  in  KJ.U :  "The  English 
Usurer,  or  Usury  condemned,  l-.y  the  most  learned  and  famous  Divines  of  tlie  Church  of  England. 
Collected  by  .John  Blaxton,  Preacher  of  God's  Word  at  OMuiugton,  in  Dorsetshire."  "London: 
rrinted  by  John  Norton,  and  are  to  be  sold  l)y  Francis  IJowman  in  Oxford.  U'34."  In  lG5f>-.T»  "John 
Blaxton  the  Vicar,  had  an  augmentation  out  of  Lord  Peters'  impropriation  here."  There  was 
a  Samuel  Blaxton,  June  j,  lOtVJ.  /Intchiii's  Donclshht,  vol.  i,  p.  43J.  These  were  cotcmporaries  of 
our  Blackstone.  Wh. it  connection,  if  any,  did  they  bear  to  him:'  There  was  a  John  Blaxton  in  the 
time  of  Elizabeth,  and  one  Marmaduke  Ulaxton  was  admitted  A.M.  at  Queen's  College,  and  in  1025 
"he  was  a  tligintary  in  the  Church  of  Durham."  One  John  Blackstone,  a  mendjer  of  Parliament, 
seems  to  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  early  plantations  of  this  State.  He  was  a  niendier  of 
tlie  "Council"  which  issued  patents,  an<l  as  such,  "joined  in  a  power  to  William  Blackstone  to 
deliver  seisin  under  one  of  lis  patents."  It  is  not  positively  known  if  relationship  between  these 
two  existed,  but  it  may  with  foundation  be  so  conjectured.     See  pamphlet  before  i|Uotcd. 

'Ills  now  the  accepted  fact  that  Wmthmp's  Company  acknowledged  I!lack-toui:s  claim,  under  the 
Gorges  patent,  to  tlie  territory  -ub-diuently  granted  to  them,  and  so  purchased  his  right  to  the 
teiTitory  to  wlilch  lie  had  in\itcd  them  in  their  >ore  distress,  when  fatal  sickness  ass.iilcil  them  at 
Charlesiown.  Hlackstone  was  admitted  a  freenum  In  Itai;  in  lf;.!3  the  iilly  acres  of  land  was  set  oil' 
to  him  near  his  hou>e,  and  in  KiiU  "he  leleased  all  except  six  acres  In  a  general  release  of  the  whole 
peninsula."    This  Ufty  acres,  his  "  park  and   pasture,"  mentioned   In   the  deposition  of  Odlyn  as 
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in  1C28  his  share  of  a  levy  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  "the  campaign 
ao-ainst  Morton  at  Merry  IMount"  was  twelve  shillings,  a  large  sum  for  tliose 
days,  and  though  the  smallest  of  the  several  levies  made,  was  more  than 
a  third  of  that  of  the  whole  town  of  Salem. 

"NVith  the  purchase  money  for  his  lands  he  bought  a  "stock  of  cows," 
which  he  carried  with  him  when  he  removed  to  his  new  settlement  on  the 
Pawtucket  Ixiver.  Instead  of  contending  with  his  neighbors  he  lied  from 
their  society  and  ])erseciitions.  It  was  in  1034  that  he  sold  his  right  and 
title  in  the  pei^insula  to  the  inhabitants  of  IJoston,  each  one  paying  jiim  six 
shillings,  and  some  of  them  more. 

The  following  document,  quoted  in  Shaw's  History  of  Boston,  gives  some 

of  the  particulars  of  this  purchase :  — 

The  deposition  of  -lolni  Odlyn,  iigcil  iil)Oiit  S2  yo;irs;  Ifobert  AV:illicr,  aged  ubout  7S  yc:ir.s; 
Francis  Ilndson,  aged  ahoiil  (>(!  years;  and  ^Villiani  I^ytlicrland,  aged  7(5  years.  Tiie>e 
ileponents  being  antient  dwellers  and  inliabitanls  (if  llie  town  of  Boston,  from  the  time  of  the 
first  planting  thei'eof,  do  Jointly  testify  ami  <lepose,  that  in  or  alxjnt  the  year  of  oiu'  Lord  .six- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  four,  tlie  then  present  inhabitants  of  said  town,  (of  whom  the  Hon. 
John  Winthrop,  ICsf).  Governor  of  the  Colony,  was  chiefe),  did  treate  and  agree  with  ^Ir. 
AVilliiun  Blackslonc  for  the  pnrehase  of  his  ('state  and  right  in  any  lands  lying  within  the  said 
neck  of  land,  called  Boston,  and  for  said  imrehase  agreed  tliat  every  householder  slionld  pay 
six  shiUings,  which  was  accordingly  collected  —  none  paying  less,  some  coiisidera))ly  more; 
and  the  .said  siun  was  paid  to  Mr.  Blackstone,  to  his  full  content.  Reserving  unto  liimself 
about  six  acres  of  land  on  the  |>oint,  commonly  called  Jilackstone's  Point,  on  jiarl  whereof  his 
then  dwelling-house  stood.  After  which  inuchase,  tlie  town  laiil  out  a  place  for  a  Training 
Field,  which  ever  since,  and  now  is  used  for  tliat  ])ur;)ose,  and  for  the  feeding  of  cattle: 
Walker  and  Lytherland  further  testify,  that  Mr.  I'lackstone  bought  a  stock  of  cowes  with  th 
money  lie  received,  and  removed  near  rro\  idence,  where  he  lived  till  the  day  of  his  death. 
Sworn  to  the  10th  of  June,  IGSi,  before  S.  Bradstrcet,  Governor,  aud  Samuel  Sewall,  Assi>iant. 

Mr.  Blackstone  received  £30  for  his  right  to  the  peninsula  as  appears 
by  the  following  record:  The  "  10th  day  of  the  9  mo.  1634."  Voted  that 
a  rate  be  made,  namel}' :  "  a  rate  for  £30  to  ]Mr.  Blackstone." 

Reckoning  IMarch '  the  first  month,  this  assessment  was  made  in  November. 
The  purchase  of  course  was  made  previous  to  this  date,  and  Blackstone,  in  all 
probability,  removed  early  in  the  subsecpient  si)ring.  AVe  can  hardly  con- 
ceive the  dilhculties  of  such  a  journey  at  that  time.  No  highways  opened  a 
passage  for  him,  and  the  Indian  paths  led  in  varying  directions.  No  sign- 
posts pointed  a  guiding  linger  for  the  traveler  ;  he  nmst  find  his  Avay  unaided, 
and,  more  than  that,  guide  his  wayward  cattle  and  transport  bis  household 
goods.  How  this  was  done  we  cannot  tell,  but  it  was  in  some  way  successfully 
accomplished. 

havluf?  Ijcen  made  Into  a  "training  field,"  was  wltliout  doubt  Boston's  beautiful  Coinmon.  His 
orchard  was  close  by,  ami  liis  liousc  jirobably  stood  on  the  site  "  boundcil  l)y  Beacon,  Walnut,  and 
Spruce  Streets."  Beyond  the  deposition  of  OiUyn,  one  of  Anne  rdlard,  tlie  first  of  Wiutlirop's 
colonists  to  leap  ashore,  which  wa-  takeu  in  1711,  confirms  the  boundaries  of  Blackstone's  property, 
OB  ilo  his  deed  to  Bicliard  I'epys  of  six  acres,  ami  various  deeds  ami  wills  relating  to  the  same  for 
«  hmnhed  years  after  Ills  departure  to  Atlleborough. 

'The  year,  accordin;;  to  Old  Style,  coiiniiciiced  March  2'),  Pope  Gregory's  correction  of  15S2  not 
being  udoptcd  by  the  English  Parliament  until  17J1,  more  than  a  century  later  than  this  date. 
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It  is  said  that  he  resided  in  Shawmut  about  ten  years,  and  the  autlioritv 
may  be  relied  on  as  quite  accurate.  One  Lechford,  an  Englislinian,  who 
visited  America  in  1637,  and  publislied  his  writings  in  London  in  1G41,  savs : 
"  One  jMaster  Blaxtou,  a  minister  went  from  lioston,  having  lived  there  nine 
or  ten  years,  he  lives  neere  Master  Williams,  but  is  far  from  his  opinions." 
In  IGoo,  then,  he  removed  about  thirty-five  miles  to  another  retreat  still 
farther  in  the  wilderness.  This  place  ^  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Tawtucket 
River — which  now  bears  his  name  —  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  his 
lands  adjoining  it.  It  was  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Attleborough,  in  that 
part  called  the  Gore,  noio  Cumberland,  R.  I.  Writers  have  seemed  to  mis- 
understand the  facts  with  regard  to  his  residence.  Blackstone  never  lived  in 
Rhode  Island.  After  his  removal  from  Boston,  he  located,  lived,  and  died 
within  the  territory  of  Plymouth,  or  Old  Colony.  The  boundaries  are  differ- 
ent from  what  they  were  when  he  lived  and  died.  Cumberland  was  not  set 
off  to  Rhode  Island  till  1747.  more  than  one  hundred  and  ten  years  :ifter  he 
located  himself  i)i  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase.  It  was  seventy  years  after  his 
death  before  the  change  in  the  line  between  the  two  States.  The  Pawtucket 
River  was  then  the  boundary  between  the  Colonies,  and  Blackstone  was  this 
side  the  river,  and  the  territory  which  he  occupied  and  cultivated,  and  which 
contains  his  grave,  was  in  Massachusetts.-  Some  historians  forget  the  dis- 
cretionary powers  of  the  Royal  Cominissioners  and  their  arbitrary  proceedings 
under  their  "  Commissions  by  order  of  the  King  in  Council." 

This  time,  1635,  was  about  ten  years  before  the  settlement  of  Rehoboth, 
and  a  few  years  before  that  of  Providence,  for  it  was  in  1636  that  Roger 
Williams  came  to  Seekonk,  which  place  he  was  obliged  to  leave,  ooing  from 
there  to  the  place  which  Avas  later  Providence.  Here  in  this  secluded  forest 
Blackstone  found  a  congenial  home  nmid  the  solemn  silence  of  nature.  Here 
he  rebuilt  a  house,  replanted  orchard  and  garden,  surrounding  them  with  a 
park  for  his  daily  walk,  and  here  he  laid  out  his  fields  for  cultivation.  Here 
he  could  indulge  his  love  for  meditation,  enjoy  the  companionship  of  nature 
and  his  much  loved  animals,  with  his  books  and  studies  to  charm  the  loneliest 
hours.  Here  in  this  quiet  spot,  this  peaceful  solitude  on  the  banks  of  a 
gently  flowing  river,  he  lived  the  remaining  forty  years  of  his  life,  and  here 
for  more  than  two  hundred  years  he  has  slept  in  the  more  peaceful,  more  pro- 
found silence  of  the  grave. 

llis  dwelling-house,  which  he  called  "  Study  Hall,"  was  a  few  rods  from  the 
banks  of  the  river,  near  tlie  hill  which  ascended  by  a  gentle  slope,  and  his 


1  It  was  iucluiicd  In  the  K.  X.  P.,  cmbracod  by  tlie  boundaries  of  this  town  when  It  was  inoorporateil 
and  so  remained  for  more  tlian  a  century. 

2This  territory  was  called  the  "  AttleborouL'h  Gore,"  because  the  tract  wlilch  was  afterwards  named 
Cumberlanil  coinmcnced  at  n  jiolnt  on  the  cast  shore  of  I'awtiickct  IMver  (now  the  r.lackstone),  and 
ran  a  due  north  line  to  the  Mas^achuseits  Colony  line,  cuttinsr  or  dividing  Attleborough  into  two 
nearly  ciiual  parts,  making  Cumberland  in  the  form  of  a  fan  or  gore  —  a  triangle,  with  its  south  point 
on  the  river—  sprendlng  on  Uie  Uay  line  about  seven  mlleo. 
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orchard  was  just  east  of  the  liill.  This  eminence  he  called  "  Study  Ilill,"  a 
name  it  long  retained.  The  place  is  about  three  miles  above  Pawtucket,  in 
the  present  town  of  Lonsdale,  where  the  late  Colonel  Simon  Whipple  resided. 
The  Indian  name  of  the  place  was  Wawepoonseag^  the  place  of  nets  or  snares, 
icaice  meaning  a  goose.  This  name  is  mentioned  in  the  "  Plymouth 
Records  "  in  describing  the  boundaries  of  the  North  Purchase,  in  1 661  :  "  From 
Eehoboth,  ranging  upon  Pawtucket  River,  to  a  place  called  by  the  natives 
Waivepoonseag,^  where  our  lilackstonc  now  sojourneth."  His  title  to  the 
lands  which  he  occupied  was  respected  by  the  Plymouth  government.  Accord- 
ing to  the  "  Old  Colony  Records,"  on  "  March  oth,  1671,  :Mr.  Stephen  Paine, 
Sen.  of  Rehoboth,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Tanner  were  appointed  by  the  Court  to 
see  Mr.  lilackstone's  laud  laid  forth  according  to  the  grant."  After  his 
death  the  government  ordered  them  recorded  to  him. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Blackstone  must  have  lived  in  complete  isolation  and 
seclusion,  for  his  abode  was  far  from  human  habitations  or  the  haunts  of  his 
fellow-men.  Stray  Indians  may  have  occasionally  visited  him  in  their  hunt- 
ing and  fishing  excursions,  but  beyond  such  infrequent  visits  he  was  probably 
compauionless.  lie  certainly  tested  thoroughly  the  advantages,  if  such  there 
be,  of  a  solitary  life  ;  but  at  last,  possibly  because  of  approaching  age,  but  more 
probably  because  he  was  true  to  the  instincts  of  our  nature  and  the  dictates 
of  the  human  heart,  he  decided  that  '"it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone," 
and  "  he  sighed  for  some  one  to  enjoy  the  solitude  with  him."  "What  soft  per- 
suasions he  whispered  into  the  ear  of  Sarah  Stevenson  which  induced  her  to 
forsake  the  society  of  relatives  and  friends  in  Boston  to  becouae  the  constant 
companion  of  the  sage  of  the  wilderness,  history  has  not  revealed  ;  but  ancient 
records  have  told  us  that  they  were  married,  July  4,  1659,  "  by  John 
Endicott,  Governor."  Blackstoiie's  lonely  dwelling  was  thus  enlivened  by 
the  presence  of  woman,  and  one  son  was  the  fruit  of  the  union.  The  life,  if 
retired  and  so  far  from  such  markets  as  the  towns  then  afforded,  was  not  of 
necessity  unvaried  or  frugal.  ]Milk  and  meat  were  obtained  from  the  herds, 
fish  from  the  river,  game  from  the  forest,  and  these,  with  the  fruits  and  vege- 
tables raised  on  the  fields,  afforded  abundant  food. 

Mrs.  Blackstone  was  the  widow  of  John  Stevenson,  of  Boston,  who  had  by 
her  at  least  three  children  :  Onesimus,  born  26th  10th  mo.  1643  ;  John,  born 
7th  mo.  1645;  (baptized  28th  September,  1645)  ;  James,  born  October  1st, 
1653.  The  second  son,  John  Stevenson,  lived  with  his  mother  after  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Blackstone,  and  after  their  decease  continued  at  the  same  place 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Blackstone  died  in  June,  1673.  The 
following  is   found    in    the  Rehoboth  Records:     "Mrs.    Sarah   Blackstone, 

'  It  Is  supposed  by  a  writer  In  tlie  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  to  lie  properly  the  ii.ime  of  a  brook,  now  c.-illed 
Aliliott's  Run,  wliicli  enters  ilie  river  not  far  from  the  site  of  Study  Hall.  It  is  said  by  tradition  that 
-^Ir.  IJlaelistone  had  a  servant  whose  name  was  Abbott,  to  whom  he  j;ave  the  land  on  tliis  "run" 
now  bearing;  that  name. 
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the  wife  of  Mr.  William  Blaxton,  "svas  buried  about  the  middle  of  June  1673." 
Many  of  the  ancient  records  mention  tlie  day  of  the  burial,  but  not  that  of 
the  death  of  persons. 

Mr.  Blackstoue  survived  his  wife  only  al)out  two  years,  and  died  May  2G, 
1675,  a  few  weeks  before  the  commenceiuent  of  the  great  Indian  A\^ar,  tluis 
Laving  escaped  witnessing  the  horrors  of  that  awful  period  and  the  coniplete 
destruction  which  awaited  his  "•  fair  domain."  lie  was  always  on  good  terms 
with  the  Indians.  Miantonimo,  tlie  nephew  of  Canonchet  king  of  the  Narra- 
gansetts,  Ocamsequiu,  Massasoit  king  of  the  Wampenoags,  Canonchet,  and 
King  Philip  were  his  friends,  and  through  his  instrumentality  and  inlluence 
hostilities  may  have  been  averted.  He  was  of  the  "age  of  fourscore,"  at 
his  death,  and  the  record  on  the  Rchoboth  liook  of  his  buiial  is  "  Mr. 
William  lilaxton  buried  the  28th  of  :\lay,  1675." 

The  name  has  been  written  in  several  ways,  but  Blaxton  was  the  foi'm  he 
chose.  As  written  now  it  has  become  so  fixed  upon  the  records  of  the 
country  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  change  it,  and  the  modern  ortliography 
is  the  more  agreeable  of  the  two.  Blackstone  had  lived  in  New  England 
about  fifty  years,  ten  at  .Shawmut  and  forty  at  this  place,  and  was  quite 
advanced  in  years.  A  brief  notice  of  his  death  is  furnished  by  his  friend, 
Roger  Williams.  At  the  date  of  June  13,  1675,  he  says:  "About  a  fort- 
night since  your  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  Blackstone,  departed  tliis  life  in  the 
fourscore  year  of  his  age.  Four  days  before  his  death  he  had  a  great  pain 
in  his  breast  and  back  and  bowels  ;  afterwards,  he  said  he  was  well,  had  no 
pain,  and  should  live,  but  he  grew  fainter,  and  yielded  up  his  breath  without  a 
groan."'     Thus  died  this  patriarch  of  the  wilderness. 

Around  him  was  still  the  wilderness  when  death  snatched  him  from  the 
sylvan  retreat  which  he  loved  ;  but,  though  the  footsteps  of  men  were  fast 
approaching,  how  would  he  be  astonished  to  behold  the  region  around  it  — 
the  place  which  he  once  thought  secure  from  the  haunt  of  men,  now  swarm- 
ing with  an  industrious  and  thriving  population !  How  would  he  grieve 
to  find  the  stream,  whose  placid  waters  as  they  flowed  by  his  dwelling  he 
delighted  to  contemplate,  now  interrupted  by  numerous  water-works,  and  the 
silence  which  then  reigned  around  him  now  disturbed  by  the  buzz  of  thou- 
sands of  spindles !  To  what  ignoble  purposes  is  his  classic  stream  now 
devoted  !  What  a  contrast !  It  is  a  change  which  the  peace-loving  spirit  of 
Blackstone  could  not  endure.  Did  he  seek  for  solitude  to-day,  he  must  drive 
his  lierd  for  many  a  weary  mile,  beyond  the  "  Great  Lakes,"  over  the 
'  Father  of  Waters."  never  resting  until  he  readied  the  wilds  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  or  some  quiet  corner  of  the  great  plains  of  the  far  West. 

]\Ir.  Blackstone  left  a  considerable  property,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing  inventory,  taken    :\!ay  28,   1675.     "This  was   taken    but   two  davs 
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after  Ins  death,"  says  Bliss,  iu  his  History  of  Rehoboth,  -  and  was  a  common 
practice,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  times.*' 

RKAL  ESTATE  XOT  PRIZKI), 

Sixty  acres  Of  land,  and  two  sbares  in  meadows  in  rrovidence.    The  west  plain  the  south 
The  following  is  the  personal  property  :  — 

LIJJRAUY. 

3  Bibles,  10s.;  6  English  books  in  folios,  £2      .    .    .    .  £2  jn 

3  Latin  books,  in  folio,  15s. ;  3  do.,  lurf,^e  quarto,  £2 o  i^^' 

15  small  quarto,  £1  17s.  6d. ;  14  small  do.,  14s.    .  ''''.>  „      .  , 

SOlarireoclavo,  £4;  25smalldo.,  £15s.  k    1 

22  duodecimo '^    ^•'*- 

53  small  do.,  of  little  value  .'.'.".'.'.' ■^  ]l^' 

10  paper  books ■'^^* 

5s. 

Remainder  personal ^^  j"^"    "^ ' 

Totalpersonal l^T^T^X. 

-This   estate    (the    movables)    was   destroyed  and   carried  awav  bv  the 
natives,    says  a  marginal  note  on  the  Plymouth  Colony  Records.    This  library 
contained   one  hundred    and    eighty-four  volumes,  certainly  a   larc^c  library 
to  bein  the  possession  of   a  private  gentleman  of  that  day  in  the  wildJ  of 
America       fhe  historian  will  always  painfully  regret  the  destruction  of  those 
paper  books,    which  were  probably  manuscripts,  and  must  have  contained 
he  medi  at.ons  of  this  solitary  thinker,  and  might  have  revealed  the  mys- 
teries of  his  strange  residence  in  the  New  World.     What  a  treasure  was  lost 
W        T:^  f  '''  '''"^■'  •     ^^^'  interesting  we  should  find  a  mere  cata- 

iogne  of  those  volumes- the  associates  of  his  retirement,  the  joy  and  solace 
of  his  long  life  !  We  know  his  was  a  mind  and  spirit  which  could  not  brook 
the  tyranny  of  men;  but  what  other  causes  than  those  known,  if  any,  con- 

ec-  -e  W  T'^''  '"  ''"  '"'''''''  "•"  ^''-'''''''^  '-^^--^^'S  be  a  profound 
seuet.     We  can  hardly  imagine  what  strong  inlluence  there  was  which  could 

ave  moved  him  to  forsake  his  home  and  all  his  kindred  without  the  hope  of 
feting  them  again;  what  could  have  induced  such  a  man,  with  his  tastes 
aiul  pursuits  to  leave  the  halls  of  learning  and  the  cultivated  society  of  old 
J^^ngiand,  to  become  a  hermit  in  New  England. 

He  was  by  no  means  a  misanthrope,"but  a  man  of  natural  benevolence, 
^  m  took  this  mode  of  indulging  his  love  for  solitude  and  securing  the  unre- 
strained enjoyment  of  his  own  sentiments  and  tastes.     He  did  not  shun  man 

,  rr    '"  ^'''"'  ^"^  ^'""'^'^  ^^"  ^""''''^  ^«"t"^^^  '"O'-e  tlian  society.     He 

as  fond  of  study  and  contemplation,  and  here  he  could  enjoy  botli.     His 

uUependent  and  original  mind  and  character  held  nothing  in  Common  with 

clogmatical  and  persecuting  spirit  of  the  age,  and  he  determined  to  escape 
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its  presence  and  influence  and  avoid  the  theological  controversies  of  the  day. 
He  was  not  idle,  though  alone.  He  cultivated  his  garden  and  reared  Iiis 
orchard  with  his  own  hands.  He  is  said  to  have  been  devoted  to  his  books, 
and  though  meditative  in  his  habits,  yet  ciieerful  in  his  disposition.  Thouo-h 
for  so  long  a  time  a  hermit,  he  was  certainly  not  morose  or  disagreeable,  and 
enjoyed  intercourse  with  his  kind  if  it  could  be  peaceable. 

He  frequently  visited  Roger  AVilliams,  the  father  of  Rhode  Island,  being 
only  about  six  miles  away  from  him,  and  it  is  said  he  was  also  a  visitor  at 
times  at  Richard  Smith's  fine  old  mansion,  which  is  "still  at  Wickford  on  the 
Narragansett  shore,  Avhich  was  also  a  favorite  resort  of  lioger  Willinms."  It 
is  understood  by  all  antiquarians  that  he  preached  for  ]\Ir.  Williams  —  to  his 
audience  and  people.  They  differed  on  certain  theological  points,  but  both 
Jjeing  decided  "  tolerationists,"  they  "agreed  to  disagree,"  and  so  harmo- 
nized, their  relations  being  of  the  most  intimate  and  friendly  kind.  One  savs 
-of  ]Mr.  Blackstone  :  "Though  a  non-conformist,  and  detesting  prelacy,  his 
-.canonical  coat,  which  he  continued  to  wear  here,  shows  he  was  still  attached 
to  the  English  Church,  and  regarded  himself  as  a  teacher  of  its  tenets." 
In  Johnson's  Wonder  Working  Providence,  the  writer  speaks  of  him  as 
"retaining  no  simbole  of  his  former  profession  but  a  Canonicall  Coate." 
"The  ]':piscopal  Cluirch  very  naturally  claimed  him  as  its  son  ;  though  while 
jiere  it  is  to  be  presumed  he  was  not  witliin  its  fold,  as  p]j)iscopalians  could 
;uardly  have  been  numei'ous  enough  at  that  time  in  his  vicinity  to  have 
.formed  an  exclusive  audience,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  his  having 
joined  with  that  of  his  friend,  preaching  there  and  in  the  neighboring  towns. 
it  has  been  thought  by  some  that  he  settled  in  the  "  Gore"  with  tlie  special 
design  of  either  planting  or  extending  the  Church  of  England  ;  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  proof  to  substantiate  such  an  idea,  wiiile  tliere  is  strony;  evi- 
dence that  the  same  motives  and  experiences  which  partially,  at  least,  induced 
him  to  leave  England  induced  him  to  emigrate  again  after  reaching  these 
ghores. 

Among  other  anecdotes,  it  is  related  of  lilackstone  that  he  tamed  a 
bull,  it  is  said  of  cream  color,  which  he  used  to  ride  on  his  journeys  to  Bos- 
ton, Providence,  and  elsewhere  to  visit  friends  ;  but  this  cannot  be  considered 
p,  proof  of  eccentricity.  In  order  not  to  misjudge  the  character  of  the  early 
pettlers,  we  must  consider  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 
Among  isolated  settlers  of  that  period  it  was  a  common  practice  to  train 
such  animals  to  carry  bmdens  of  all  kinds  —  a  practice  not  entirely  extinct 
at  the  present  time.  If  there  were  horses  in  the  settlements  at  tiiat  age, 
they  were  rare,  and  would  have  been  of  little  use  or  value,  for  there  were  no 
carriage  roads,  no  carriages.  It  excited  no  curiosity  to  see  a  person  riding 
such  an  animal,  and  many  instances  of  a  similar  nature  are  known.  A  well- 
known  instance  is  at  the  time  of  the  wedding  of  Jolui  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mul- 
Uns.     "  On  proceeding  to  the  nuptials,"  it  is  said,  "  he  covered  his  bull  with  a 
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bandsonie  piece  of  broadcloth,  and  rode  on  his  back;  but  on  the  return  he" 
seated  his  Itride  upon  the  animal,  and  walked  by  her  side,  leading  the  bull  by 
a  rope  fixed  in  his  nose  ring." 

Mr.  Blackstone  "  was  also  remarkable,"  says  Mr.  Baylies, ^  "  for  his  love 
of  children."  When  he  visited  Providence,  he  carried  apples  from  his 
orchard  to  give  to  childi'en  —  the  first  they  had  ever  seen,-  and  the  first  prob- 
ably ever  raised  in  what  is  now  Rhode  Island.  At  a  centennial  celebration 
once  held  in  Boston  under  the  direction  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  a  present  of  api)les  was  sent  to  their  table  from  Cumberland,  said  to 
have  grown  on  the  trees  which  grew  from  tlie  sprouts  of  those  in  Blackstone's 
orchard.  Some  of  the  trees  planted  by  his  own  hands  were  living  a  hundred 
and  forty  years  after  they  were  set  out.  In  1G4G  there  was  an  apple  named 
after  him.  In  Historical  Kecords,  vol.  2,  p.  3o2  :  "Aug.  12,  1G4G,  Black- 
stone's  apples  gathered  "  ;  perhaps  propagated  from  apples  which  he  had  origi- 
nated at  Shawmut.  Some  writer  says  "  he  had  the  first  of  that  kind  called 
yellow  sweetings  that  were  ever  in  the  world,  perhaps,  the  richest  and  sweet- 
est apples  of  the  whole  kind."  He  was  also  said  to  be  fond  of  roses,  which 
he  grew  at  least  in  Shawnmt.  In  1836  three  apple  trees  were  standing  in  the 
meadow  near  the  site  of  Study  Hall,  and  two  of  them  bore  apples. 

The  quiet  of  Study  Hall  was  unbroken  for  mtiny  years  ;  but  after  a  while 
ts  lonely  dweller  heard  the  distant  footsteps  of  the  nearer  coming  of  the 
appi'oaching  multitude.  He  suffered  some  encroachment  from  pioneer  set- 
tlers. His  situation  at  the  "Wading  Tlace  "  on  the  Pawtucket  lliver  was  a 
pleasant  one,  and  attracted  the  cupidity  of  men.  John  Allen  laid  claim  to 
some  part  of  the  "  West  Plaiue,"  which  Blackstone  himself  claimed  as  his 
own,  and  occupied  as  a  part  of  his  territory  on  which  he  had  settled.  Allen 
had  prol)ably  laid  out  and  enclosed  a  part  of  the  occupation  of  Blackstone, 
and  the  pulling  up  of  his  fence,  etc.,  was  to  test  the  claim  of  ]51ackstone  to 
the  title.  Allen  did  not  appear,  probal)ly  not  recognizing  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  complaint  from  the  Old  Colony  Records, 
B.  7,  p.  155:  — 

John  Allen  Sen.  of  Swansey,  coini)lains  vs.  Mr.  William  Blackstone.  in  an  action  of  the  case, 
to  the  damage  of  £-20,  for  molestiuy  him  inhis.itist  ri'jchts,  hy  spoylini,'  of  his  gra>s.  ])iilling  np 
of  his  fence,  and  destroying  of  his  hay,  upon  his  land  which  he  had  of  the  County,  lying  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  "Wotern  I'lainc,  from  the  said  William  Blackstone,  which  was  done  in  the 
latter  end  of  Xovember,  in  the  year  l(jG7  — The  Jury  fined  for  the  plf.  six  pounds  damage,  and 
the  co>ts  of  the  suite. 

Judgment  was  granted  to  the  plf.  according  to  the  Verdict. 

Blackstone,  when  he  settled  down  at  Wawepoouseag,  on  emigration  frou) 

'  Memoirs 0/  I'Ji/moiith  Colomj  —  \\U\ch  Is  a  work  of  great  Interest,  embodying  a  large  iiiuouiit  of 
''I'torlcalinfonnatlou  on  the  Olil  Colony. 
'  Cullender's  ])iscoiirse. 
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Sbawmut,  supposed  he  was  within  the  limits  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  — 
though  on  stating  the  boundaries  it  fell  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Plymouth. 
Such  claimants  disturbed  him,  and  he  complained  to  the  government  of  Mas- 
sachusetts that  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  Colony  were  interfering  with 
his  riglits,  and  petitioned  for  protection  against  intruders.  The  ditlicultv, 
whatever  it  was,  was  soon  adjusted,  for  we  hear  of  no  further  complaint  or 
interference,  and  the  Plymouth  Colony  treated  him  with  the  utmost  courtesy 
and  regard  to  his  rights.  They  recognized  his  title  to  these  lands  he  had 
occupied,  and  divided  them  all  among  his  heirs. 

Blackstone  had  occupied  more  than  thirty  years  before  the  Rehoboth 
settlers  purchased  the  Indian  title  to  the  Attleborough  Gore  in  which  he 
lived,  and  this  was  about  ten  years  previous  to  the  settlement.  It  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  he  satisfied  the  Indians  for  his  clai)n  to  his  pren^ises,  as 
that  region  was  a  frequent  resort  of  the  natives  for  fishing  and  hunting,  and 
was  on  the  Indian  path  to  the  crossing  of  the  Pawtucket  or  wading  place  of 
the  river.     They  appeared  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  him. 

Just  how  soon  settlers  began  to  approach  his  seat  and  intrude  upon  his 
solitude  is  not  positively  known,  but  after  the  establishment  of  Seacunke  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place  occasionally  passed  this  way  to  Providence,  cross- 
ing the  river  nearBlackstone's  house.  At  a  meeting  held  December,  1650,  it 
was  voted  "  to  have  a  convenient  way  four  rods  wide  to  be  made  bv  Edward 
Smith,  to  be  for  the  town's  use,  or  any  that  shall  have  occasion  to  pass 
from  town  to  Providence,  or  to  Mr.  Blackstone's."  The  old  Mendon  road 
also  passed  here,  as  at  this  place  was  the  then  only  passable  crossing  of  the 
river.  Previous  to  his  death  lands  were  laid  out  adjoining  his  estate,  as  the 
names  of  several  appear  on  the  records.  John  Fitch  and  John  Fitch,  Jr., 
had  lands  near  and  tlie  former's  grave  is  mentioned  with  other  names,  includ- 
ing the  '■  Parson's  3Ieadow." 

The  history  of  the  stern  realities  of  the  old  colonial  times  has  now  and 
again  a  spicing  of  romance.  It  was  long  believed  that  Blackstone  had  an  only 
daughter  who  was  borne  away  from  the  abodes  of  society,  —  educated  bv  her 
father  alone,  — who  had  grown  up  in  communion  with  nature  and  was  graced 
with  the  simplicity  of  nature's  charms,  a  child  of  the  forest  and  the  field,  a 
flower  of  the  wilderness ;  and  it  was  supposed  she  married  John  Stevenson. 
This  statement  is  erroneously  made  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collec- 
tion. This  was  a  too  tempting  subject  for  the  novelist.  In  a  fictitious  work 
in  two  volumes  publislied  many  years  ago  and  called  "  Humors  of  Utopia," 
a  daughter  of  Blackstone  was  one  of  the  principal  characters.  It  seems 
almost  sacrilege  to  lay  violent  hands  on  such  a  picture.  But  in  this  matter- 
of-fact  world  *'  the  gay  frost-work  of  fancy"  must  often  be  dissolved  by  the 
light  of  truth.  Slie  had  no  existence  except  in  imagination.  In  the  old  records 
John  Stevenson  is  called  the  son-in-law  of  Blackstone  instead  of  stepson,  and 
that  is  the  only  foundation  for  the  supposition  regarding  his  daughter. 
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Mr.  Blackstoiie  left  one  son,  John  Blackstone,  Nvho,  it  is  supposed,  "  set- 
tled finally  somewbere  near  iS'ew  Haven."  Of  him  history  says  little  or 
nothing,  but  by  diligent  research  I  have  ascertained  a  few  particulars.  He 
was  a  minor  when  his  father  died,  and  had  guardians  appointed  by  the  court. 
On  Old  Colony  Kecords  for  June  1,  1G75,  is  the  following:  "  Lieut.  Hunt, 
Ensign  Smith  and  Mr.  Daniel  Smith  are  appointed  and  authorized  by  the 
Court  to  take  some  present  care  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  William  lilackstone 
deceased,  and  of  his  son  now  left  by  him  ;  and  to  see  that  the  next  Court  he 
do  propose  a  man  to  the  Court  to  be  his  guardian  ;  which  iu  case  he  do 
neglect,  the  Court  will  then  see  cause  to  make  choice  of  one  for  him." 
October  27,  1G75,  "  jMr.  Nathaniel  Paine  and  j\Ir.  Daniel  Smith  are  appointed 
and  approved  by  the  Court,  to  be  guardians  unto  John  Blackstone,  the  sou 
of  INIr.  William  IMackstone  deceased."     Same  records. 

He  lived   on  his  inheritauce  till   1692,  when  he  sold  his  lauds  to  David 

Whipple. 

Deiod  1 

To  all  to  whom  tbis  deoil  of  sale  shall  conio,  John  I'iaxton  of  Relioboth  in  the  Co.  of 
Bristol!,  formerly  in  the  Colony  of  Xew  Plymouth— but  now  of  Mass.  in  New   Eni^land, 

Shoemaker,  sendeth  Greetg.  for  a  vahiable of  this  County  in  hand,  and  i)aid  to  him  by 

David  "Whipple,  husl)andman,  inhaldtant  of  the  town, of  I'l-ovidence  in  the  Xarragan>ett  Bay 

iu  New  Enj^laud,  sells  Sea,  his  house  and  lands,  (that  i-;  to  say)  his  mansion  house  and on 

the  east  side  of  the  Iliver,  called  Pawtucket  Itiver,  and  lyiug  and  beinj?  within  the  precincts  of 
Rehoboth  aforesaid.  150  a.  and  is  situated  on  the  Plaine  c.  d  the  AVest  Plaiiie,  b.  d  to  the 
uorthward  the  land  of  Isaac  Allen,  to  the  southward  the  laud  of  John  Stephenson,  to  the  w.  d 
Pawtucket  Kr.  to  the  E.  d  part  of  it  to  the  land  of  Joiiu  Stephenson,  and  partof  it  to  the  high- 
way, and  part  of  it  the  Undivided  land,  witli  20  a.  allowed  for  a  highway,  itc.  I'i.c.  the  latter 
b.  d  Southward  by  a  small  run  of  water  and  2  a.  on  the  westirly  side  of  the  Country  highway 
next  the  house. 
Date<l  Sei)t.  10, 1G92  Ack'd  Oct.  20,  1692        John  Blaxtou  C) 

Witnessed  by  Tho.  Oliver.  ]  Before  John  Easton  Gov. 
Anthon 


^ho.  Oliver. )  Before  John  Easton  Gov. 

ny  Sprague  J  By  Wm.  Carpenter  Town  Clerk.  llec'd  Dec.  7, 1G92. 


Soon  after  this  sale  John  Blackstoue  removed  to  Providence,  and  for  a 
while  contented  himself  Avith  the  humble  occupation  of  a  shoemaker.  There 
it  is  probable  he  married  his  wife  Katherine,  as  there  is  no  record  of  his 
marriage  iu  this  town.  He  continued  to  reside  there  until  1718  -when  he 
returned  to  Attleborough,  and,  with  his  wife,  was  legally  warned  out  of  towu. 
For  what  cause  does  not  appear,  but  may  be  conjectured.  He  had  probably 
squandered  his  property,  for  tradition  says  he  inherited  but  a  small  share  of 
his  father's  prudence,  and  this  was  a  precautionary  measure  on  the  part  of 
the  town  against  future  liability  for  support  —  a  customary  proceeding  iu 
those  days.  In  Bliss'  History  of  Kehoboth  one  John  Blackstone  appears 
as  a  non-resident  proprietor  of  that  town  in  1089.     How  this  property  was 


'  The  original  deeds,  wUli  John  Blackstone's  sifinature,  arc  still  In  existence.  They  were  In  the 
possession  of  Mr.  John  Whipple,  of  Cumberland,  H.  I.,  but  are  now  In  possession  of  tlie  U.  I. 
Hist.  So. 
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disposed  of  does  not  appear,  but  doubtless  it  was  wasted  in  the  same  manuer 
as  the  rest  of  his  inheritance.  He  is  presumed  to  be  the  person  mentioned 
in  the  records,  as  no  other  of  that  name  has  been  known  in  this  part  of  the 
country'. 

It  was  generally  supposed  by  historians  that  the  family  was  extinct,  and 
that  the  blood  of  Blackstone  "runs  not  in  the  inens  of  a  single  human 
being."  Recent  research,  however,  has  led  to  the  belief  that  the  son 
removed  to  Branford,  Conn.,  and  settled  on  a  neck  of  land  not  far  from  New 
Haven,  where  several  families  of  that  name  have  lived  for  many  years.  As 
John  Blackstone  disappeared  from  Attleborough,  it  is  probable  that  he 
removed  and  settled  there.  It  has  been  said  there  was  a  family  in  that  vicin- 
ity of  that  name,  who  lived  in  seclusion  for  many  years — an  additional 
proof  of  the  probable  truth  of  the  supposition  as  to  the  family.  A  John 
Blackstone,  supposed  to  be  the  grandson  of  William,  died,  and  was  buried 
there  January  3,  1785. 

This  supposition  of  the  author  is  pretty  thoroughly  substantiated.     There 
are  a  number  of  Blackstone's  descendants  living  in  Connecticut,  and  in  the 
State   of   New  York,  some   of  whom  have    been   prominent  men.     One  of 
Branford  has  been  a  member  of  both  branches  of  his  State  Legislature,  and 
his  son  has  been  mayor  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  is  a  leading  man  in  that  citv. 
The  John  Blackstone  who  died  January  3,  1785,  was  "  at^ed  85  years,  eleven 
months,  and  15  days."     He  could  not,  as  the  figures  show,  have  been  the 
sou  of  William  Blackstone,  and  must  therefore  have  been  grandson.     The 
grandson  of  this  John  thus  writes  of  him  :  "  When  he  came  to  Branford, 
he  was  entirely  destitute  of  property  of  any  kind  ;  and  tradition  says,  tiiat 
he  left  his  father's  home  in  England  in  consequence   of  ditliculty  with  his 
parents  about  property,  and  that  his  father  and  mother  were  very  partial  to 
a  brother-in-law  of  liis."     This  tradition,  though  doubtless  attached  to  the 
wrong  person,  yet  proves  quite  clearly  the  fact  that  the  Branford  Blackstones 
are  direct  descendants  of  William.     As  we  have  seen,  the  first  John  squan- 
dered his  property,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  rather  worthless  fellow.     His 
step-brother,  Stevenson,  was,  on  the  contrary,  thrifty  and  industrious,  and 
devotee!  to  his  parents.     Very  probably  there  was  trouble  in  the  family  or  a 
"  difficulty  "  on  his  part  over  this  fact,  as  one  cause  of    the   son's  leaving 
home.     The  son  of  such  a  man  as  he  proved  to  be  would  naturally  be  desti- 
tute of  money  until  he  had  made  it  for  himself,  and  the  fact  that  the  John  of 
Branford  was  poor  is   l)ut  another   proof   that  he  was  really  the  grandson 
of  our  first  settler,     'i^radition  cannot  always  be  relied  upon^  for  exactness, 
therefore  it  is  not  strange  that  facts  relating  to  father  and  grandfather  had 
all  been  fixed  upon  the  grandson.     The  hitter,  however,  seems  to  have  inher- 
ited the  thrift  of  his  giandfather,  for  he  became  a  successful  man. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  Branford  he  went  to  sea,  following  that  occupation 
for  a  number  of   years.     He    l)ecame    master  and    owner  of   a  vessel,  and 


HISTOnY   OF  ArTLEBOnOUGH. 


77 


earned  on  n  trade  with  the  A\^est  Indies,  and  finally  owned  several  vessels  which 
he  lost  dun.^g  the  French  AVar.  He  snbsequently  became  a  farmer  -it  P.ran 
ford,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  landed  estate  which  has  been  handed 
down  fro.n  father  to  son  for  fonr  or  five  generations.'  It  is  scarcelv  possible 
that  two  distinct  families  of  the  same  name  could  have  settled  in  \he  same 
town  at  about  the  same  date,  both  possessing  such  similar  traditions,  and 
doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  Branford  Blackstones  can  now  scarcelv 
obtain.  '        -f 

_  John  Stevenson,  as  has  been  stated,  came  with  his  mother  when  she  mar- 
ried Mr.  ]}lackstone.  He  was  then  about  fourteen  vears  old,  and  he  lived 
with  them  till  their  death.  He  came  into  possession  of  a  part  of  his  sten- 
^ithers  ("father-in-law's")  estate,  as  appears  bv  the  followinc.  order  of 
Plymouth  Court,  passed  June  10,  ICTo,  about  two  weeks  after  Blackstone's 
decease ; — 

Whereas  the  Court  is  informed  tl.at  one  whose  name  is  John  Stevenson,  son-in-l.w  to  Mv 
^^ilhan.  piaeks.one,  late  decoasea,  Nvas  ve.y  helpful  to  his  father  an.l  n,;ther  ,  L  life" 
time,  without  whom  they  eu.,1.1  uot  have  subsisted    is  to  ■!  .^.od  »,..!,.  ,,.  . 

2     AV   1         u^,     ™"^'   ''  '""''  eonnnodious  to  him  or  as  little  prejudiced  to  the    'tat    o 

The  bounds  of  this  grant  are  recorded  in  the  Records  of  the  North  Pur 
chase,  Book  1,  p.  47.  Extracts  are  made  for  the  gratification  of  those  who 
may  Avish  to  know  the  situation  of  his  lands  :  — 

Imp.    Fifty  acres  of  upland  lyin-  upon  I^nvtucket  Jliver.  most  of  it  unon  the  '^nmh  v.  l 
^en.,  part  of  that  land  that  was  left  fur  .,r.  Wiliian.  Blael.;tone  .ml  Jra  "  1    "  u"   ^i^f^ 

roi;:  ,::;^'  '''"••'  "•'  '"""'^'•'^•'  ^°  ^^^^  -'•'^--^>'  ^^^  '-'^^  ^^  «^^1h.  K.ael.tone;  i;  ::i:^u^o 

The  five-acre  lot  of  meadow  mentioned  in  the  grant  is  also  recorded  as 
J'Uci  out  by  the  commissioners:  — 

ac.SLLir  LoI'^zo'^hIJ' u':  ?"''T'  ''""•"^■•"  ^"  ••  ^"^"^"^'^  ^"  ^--'^"'  conn.,  in  1S57.  by  a 
"-■luiiiu,  i^oienzo  niackstonc,  formcrlv  inavor  ot  that  city  .  "y  « 

Often  called  in  the  records  "Tlie  Parson's  Meadow." 
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through  the  breadth  of  the  meadow  to  the  Run,  the  Itun  houudini:  it  to  the  northards;  west- 
ward, the  lueadow  of  John  Blackstoue:  eastward,  the  swamp;  southward,  the  upland. 

There  is  another  tract  which  he  probably  ))urchased  :  — 

Fifty  acres  of  upland,  more  or  less,  bounded  east  the  land  of  Ensign  Nicli.  Peck  and  Hob. 
Miller;  north,  the  land  of  Sara.  Carpenter;  west,  a  highway  four  rods  wide  (between  John 
Blackstone's  land  and  this  lot)  and  a  little  piece  of  conunou  laud;  south,  coming  near  John 
Fitch's  grave,!  to  the  Common. 

There  is  to  be  taken  out  of  this  lot  a  highway  2  rods  wide  next  to  Sam.  Carpcntei^'s  land  to 
meet  with  the  highway  at  the  east  end  of  the  said  Carpenter's  lot. 

Likewise  10  acres  of  land,  allowed  to  Jolin  Stevenson  by  the  king's  jury,  for  land  for 
highways,  taken  out  of  his  laud,  lying  on  the  southerly  side  of  Abbott's  lluu,  etc. 

Another  record  of  laud  commences  thus  :  — 

JJkewise  two  acres  of  land  that  I  took  up  adjoining  to  my  own  land,  at  the  southerly  end  of 
it,  which  I  had  in  exchange  with  my  brother  John  Blackstone,  etc. 

To  gratify  the  curious,  the  boundaries  of  John  Blackstone's  lands  are 
added,  by  which  the  precise  location  of  his  father's  estate  maybe  ascertained: 

Imp.  A  hundred  and  tifty  acres  of  upland,  swamp,  and  meadow  ground,  more  or  less, 
containing  the  West  Plain  (commonly  so  called)  and  land  adjacent;  bounded,  to  the  north- 
ward, the  land  of  Isaac  Allen;  to  the  southward,  the  land  of  John  Stevenson;  to  the  west- 
ward, Piiwtucket  river;  to  the  eastward,  the  land  of  J<ihn  Stevenson,  the  highway,  and  the 
undivided  land;  there  running  a  country  highway  through  it  to  Pawtucket  river,  being  four 
rods  wide. 

Likewise  a  parcel  of  fresh  meadow  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  P>lackstone's 
Meadow,  being  eight  acres,  bounded  to  the  eastward,  the  meadow  of  John  Stevenson.  S:c. 

Likewise  twenty  acres  (laid  out  to  John  Eiackstone,  granted  to  him  by  the  king's  jury  for 
a  way  taken  through  his  farm  to  Pattucket  Kiver,)  running  TG  rods  X.  "W.  and  Ijy  AV.  and  42 
rods  S.  W.  and  by  S.  bounded  round  by  the  undivided  land;  this  tract  lying  near  the  new  road 
to  Dedham. 

Likewise  two  acres  of  land  be  it  more  or  less,  which  he  had  upon  exchange  with  his 
brother  John  Stevenson,  lying  adjoining  to  his  farm,  being  tiuunded  to  the  Highway  easterly, 
and  his  own  farm  westerly,  and  southerly  by  a  small  run  of  water;  this  land  lies  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  .Country  Highway  next  the  House;  and  in  consideration  of  it  John  Ste- 
venson had  two  acres  of  what  John  Blackstone  was  to  have  allowed  by  the  King's  Jury  for 
the  highway  through  his  land  to  Providence,  and  John  Stevenson  had  this  two  acres  at  tlie 
Southerly  end  of  his  tirst  fifty  acre  lot.  —  Becords  li.  N.  Purchase,  Book  1,  page  153. 

Stevenson  acquired  a  taste  for  solitary  life  by  living  with  Blackstone,  and 
resided  here  (it  is  believed  alone)  till  his  death.  There  is  no  evidence  of  his 
ever  having  been  married.  His  time  was  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
lauds  and  the  pleas.ures  of  hintting.  He  died  September  16,  1G95.  His 
brother,  James  Stevenson,  of  Spriuglield,  was  appointed  his  administrator, 
who  returned  an  inventory  October  11,  1695,  from  which  it  appears  that  his 
whole  estate  was  valued  at  £57  5s.  2d.  "  His  house,  lands,  and  meadows 
1  50.     His  gun,  cutlass,  aud  cartouch  box  1  0,  18,  0,"  etc. 


1  Jolm  Fitcli  owned  a  half  share  hi  R.  X.  P.  Laid  out  early  two  (Ifty-ncre  lots.  lie  was  on  a  com- 
niUtce  111  IJchoboth,  February  'iJ,  1G57.  See  Jl.  K.  P.  live,  vol.  1,  p.  4,i.  "John  Fitcli  was  a  volunteer 
at '  Pierce's  llglit'  in  the  spring  of  IGTO,  caiitured  by  tlie  Iinllans  and  tortured  at '  Nine  Meu'.s  Misery' 
nt  Camp  Swainji  near  Blackstone's  liomcsieail." 
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This  is  fill  the  account  which  I  can  find  of  the  first  settler  within  the  l^ouuds 
of  the  North  Purchase.  But  Iiis  name  will  be  preserved  in  perpetual  remem- 
brance, for  it  is  inseparably  attached  to  that  noble  river  which  flows  past  the 
site  of  his  ancient  and  solitary  dwelling.  His  name  is  also  transferred  to 
works  of  art  and  has  been  assumed  by  towns  and  banks,  factories,  and  the 
streets  of  our  cities.  He  has  become  a  prominent  historic  character  in  the 
colonization  of  New  England,  and  a  striking  figure  on  the  canvas  of  its 
history,  with  just  enough  mystery  about  his  life  to  attract  and  interest  the 
reader. 

The  valley  of  the  Blackstone  has  become  celebrated  as  a  manufacturino- 
district,  and  contributes  by  the  advantages  of  its  water  power  to  the  wealth 
and  industry  of  New  England.  Hardly  could  Blackstone  — the  lover  of 
undisturbed  solitude  —  have  dreamed  when  he  forsook  the  peninsula  of  Boston 
and  built  his  lonely  dwelling  on  the  banks  of  this  placid  stream,  that  his 
peaceful  retreat  would  be  so  soon  the  scene  of  industiv  and  the  abode  of 
a  numerous  population,  and  its  silence  broken  by  the  busy  works  of  art ' 
Were  his  spirit  permitted  to  revisit  the  scene  of  his  former  enjoyments,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  penetrate  a  new  wilderness,  to  form  a  new'irarden,  and 
plant  a  new  orchard  and  to  seek  in  a  more  distant  region  a  spot  c'ongeni'al  to 
his  taste. 

Everything  in  relation  to  Blackstone  is  interesting  to  the  public;  I  have, 
therefore,  been  minute  in  this  description.  It  could  never  have  occurred  to 
hnn  who,  to  avoid  the  notice  of  men,  sought  the  shades  of  solitude,  that 
future  ages  would  take  so  deep  an  interest  in  his  history,  that  he  would  be 
an  object  of  minute  research  to  the  antiquarian,  and  that  everv  circumstance 
connected  with  his  life  which  could  be  rescued  from  the  hand  of  oblivion 
would  be  sought  out  with  so  much  avidity. 

The  place  which  he  chose  for  his  residence  was  a  truly  beautiful  and 
romantic  spot,  such  as  a  recluse  and  a  lover  of  nature  would  select.  The 
place  where  his  house  stood  was  a  small  hill  the  surface  of  which  M'ould  make 
an  acre  or  more  ;  on  the  east  was  a  gradual  ascent,  but  on  the  west  it  rose 
abruptly  from  the  river  to  the  height  of  sixty  or  seventy  feet ;  there  the 
Blackstone  wound  gracefully  at  its  base,  forming  a  slight  curve  at  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  hill.  The  margin  of  the  river  was^  formerly  three  rods 
at  least  west  from  the  hill,  but  the  river  has  since  then  eularjred  its  channel 
«t  this  place,  and  it  finally  washed  the  very  base  of  the  hill,'as  if  attracted 
to  the  spot  by  a  grateful  remembrance  of  him  who  first  sought  its  banks  and 
loved  its  stream  and  whose  honored  name  it  now  bears. 

The  summit  of  the  hill  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  "valley  of  the 
Blackstone,"  to  the  distance  of  more  than  a  mile  on  the  south.  On'  the  east 
^•as  a  delightful  and  fertile  valley  consisting  of  a  few  acres  which  opened  to 
ll'e  south  on  the  borders  of  the  meadow,  and  was  bounded  on  the  east  and 
northeast  by  a  gentle  eminence,  on  the  top  of  which  ran  the  "  Mendon  road," 
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so  often  raentioued  in  the  ancient  land  records.  Tliis  valley  was  cultivated 
by  the  hands  of  Blaekstone  ;  here  was  his  orchard,  where  the  author  has  soeu 
the  stumps  of  apple  trees,  cut  down  within  his  renieinbrancc,  which  were  ^aid 
to  have  grown  from  the  sprouts  of  the  fiist  trees  planted  by  the  hermit.  His 
well,  too,  was  long  pointed  out  at  the  southern  border  of  this  valley  and  loiii: 
after  it  was  filled  up  with  moss  and  weeds  the  pure  water  still  bubbled  up 
from  its  fountains.  His  grave  was  also  designated,  though  with  less  certainty, 
in  the  orchard,  about  two  roils  east  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  north  of  the 
well.  The  "flat  stone  which  it  is  said  marked  his  grave,"  finally  became 
invisible,  either  from  removal  or  from  being  l)uried  under  the  surface. 

One  Alexander,!  who  was  drowned  in  the  river,  was  buried,  it  is  said,  by 
the  side  of  Mr.  Blaekstone.  Is  it  not  probable  that  his  wife  was  also  buried 
at  the  same  place? 

The  spot  on  which  he  lived  once  again  returned  to  its  original  state  of 
nature.  Sixty  years  ago  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  trees  was  cut  from  this 
hill  and  a  few  years  later  its  surface  was  thickly  covered  with  young  and 
thrifty  wood.  Oaks  of  a  hundred  years  had  grown  on  the  garden*^  of  Black- 
stone. 

Some  few  years  since  an  interesting  paper-  on  Blaekstone  was  read  in 
Boston,  and  the  results  of  recent  investigation,  as  then  shown,  have  thrown 
considerable  new  light  upon  the  possible  parentage  and  birthplace  of  our  tirst 
inhabitant,  and  the  conjectures  seem  both  reasonable  and  probable.  This 
pamphlet,  and  others  from  which  facts  have  been  given,  never  met  tlie  eves 
of  the  author  of  this  work,  and  those  of  the  editor  only,  as  it  were,  bv  chance 
in  a  foreign  land  thousands  of  miles  distant  from  the  scenes  of  Blackstone's 
homes  in  the  Old  Bay  State.  This  accounts  for  the  somewhat  irregular 
appearance  of  these  facts  in  this  chapter,  which  was  previously  nearly  com- 
pleted by  the  author  himself,  and  for  the  .apparent  discrepancies  they  cause 
with  some  of  his  statements. 

It  was  formerly  coujecturerl  that  there  mi^dit  be  relationship  between  our 
Blaekstone  and  the  celebrated  law  comnientator  Sir  William  Blaekstone;  but 
the  descendants  of  both  have  so  far  been  unaiile  to  find  any  connecting  link. 
According  to  Mr.  Amory,  until  within  recenl  years  "the  onlv  promising  clew 
to  the  parentage  and  birthplace  of  our  first  inhabitant  (Boston)  is  a  |)Ower, 
in  1053,  of  Sarah  Blaekstone  (Suffcjlk  Difds),  to  collect  money  advanced, 
in  which  she  is  described  as  of  Xewcastle-iii»on-TyHe  and  which  mentions  the 
name  of  Stevenson,  that  of  the  first  huKhand  of  Blackstone's  wife."  Later 
investigations  have  opened  other  clews  to  a  possihle  solution  of  this  'piestion, 
and  whether  true  or  not  they  are  pnssesHed  of  much  interest. 


'Sujiposecl  to  be  tlic  Thoniao  Alcxamlor,  tnciitloiuvl  hv  m;ishk<'  In  Cen.  Jtid.,  vol.  1  p.  2'i,  ttH  son  of 
Nathaniel.    How  he  came  here.  nn<l  wliy,  la  iinknouii. 

J"  WUliain  ISlackstone,"  rea.l  hctorc  ihe  ItoMoiilnii  h,.,  i.(y,  Novcnihcr  'J,  1S80.  by  Thomas  Coffin 
Aniory  ami  publlshcil  in  ISSt;.    He  wuh  tlie  aullior  of  llu-  imniphht  licfore  'lUoteU.' 
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Mr.  Aniory,  on  good  authority,  makes  our  AVilliam  Blackstouc  "  a  near 
kinsman  of  John  Blakiston,  the  friend  of  Cromwell,  and  one  of  the  rejiicides 
-wlio  died  just  before  the  Restoration.  Some  of  the  re<;icides'  descendant* 
settled  in  Maryland,  and  a  branch  is  believed  to  be  there  now."  Mr.  Amory 
further  says:  "It  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  all  of  the  name  descend 
from  the  well-known  stem  in  the  palatinate  of  Durham,  the  earliest  of  Avhom 
mentioned  — Hugh  — was  proprietor  of  Blakiston,  about  six  miles  from  the 
episcopal  city,  as  early  as  1341."  "  Few  families  of  private  gentry,"  says 
Surtees  in  his  History  of  Durham,  "have  spread  more  widely  or  nourished 
fairer  than  Blackstone  ;  but  all  its  branches  have  perished,  like  the  original 
stock.  One  family  alone  i-emains  wJiicli  can  trace  its  blood,  without  heredi- 
tary possessions "  —  an  uncertain  kinship  being  claimed  by  a  few  others  in 
the  south  of  EnghDid. 

The  house  of  lilakiston  was  one  of  great  wealth  and  honors,  and,  accordino- 
to  the  history  above  referred  to,  reached  the  height  of  its  prosperity  during 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  under  one  John  — probably  the  one  men- 
tioned elsewhere  as  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  had  fifteen  children, 
for  all  of  whom  he  was  able  to  make  liberal  provision.  His  eldest  sou  was 
Sir  AYilliam,  born  in  1558,  and  married  to  Alice  Claxton  in  1581.  They  had 
nine  children,  and  all  of  the  six  sons  were  living  in  1C24.  AVilliam  was  the 
name  of  the  llfth  son,  and  he,  it  is  supposed,  is  the  same  who  subsequently 
became  our  first  settlei-.  Through  this  Sir  William  and  the  son  who  inherited 
the  title,  "  the  last  sweepings  of  the  great  Blackiston  estates  "  seem  to  have 
been  conveyed  away,  both  father  and  son  being  somewhat  wild  and  reckless  in 
character  and  life.  Alice  Claxton,  however,  brought  to  her  husband  a  line 
estate,  and  upon  it,  in  "the  house  at  Wynyard "  they  seem  to  have  lived 
most  of  the  time  after  their  marriage,  and  here,  probably,  tlieir  children  were 
born.  This  estate  is  described  as  being  very  beautiful,  and  the  house  as 
"one  of  the  most  convenient  and  handsome  in  the  district." 

To  again  quote  IMr.  Amory  :  "  Knights  and  beneficed  clergymen  abounded 
in  the  family  and  if,  as  suggested,  our  William  was  the  son  of  Alice  Claxton, 
Ills  declining,  in  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  family,  after  havino- 
obtained  a  collegiate  education,  to  conform  to  the  ecclesiastical  requisitions 
and  be  beneficed  himself,  may  explain  the  tradition  in  the  Connecticut  line 
that  their  first  American  ancestor  left  home  from  some  misunderstanding  with 
liis  parents." 

The  name  of  Blackstone  has  been  variously  spelled  :  Blakiston,  Blakeston, 
nnd  Blackstone  being  the  most  common  ;  but  he  himself  adopted  Blaxton,  as 
found  both  by  liis  signatures  on  receiving  his  degrees  at  Emmanuel  College  — 
t'alled  the  Puritan  College  because  many  of  our  eminent  divines  graduated 
there— and  also  upon  his  deed  to  David  AVhipple.  This  mode  of  spelling 
makes  the  name  identical  with  that  of  his  supposed  mother,  Claxton,  with 
t'lo  exception  of  the  initial  letter,  and  certainly  forges  another  link  in  the 
<'nain  of  evidence  relating  to  his  parentage. 
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His  taste  and  skill  in  horticulture,  woodcraft,  and  all  accomplishments  of  a 
similar  nature,  tend,  as  is  said,  to  confirm  the  conjecture  tliat  he  was  brought 
up  on  a  large  manorial  estate,  and  the  chase  and  field  sports  in  which  as  an 
English  country  gentleman's  son  he  must  undoubtedly  have  participated 
*'  prepared  his  constitution  to  cope  with  the  exposures  and  privations  of  forest- 
life,  and  gave  him  the  knowledge  and  experience  required  to  obtain  his  food 
and  to  take  pleasure  in  its  pursuit." 

There  were  many  fine  old  manor  houses  in  the  Blakiston  familv.  That  of 
Blakiston  p3-oper,  standing  in  an  attractive  situation,  was  taken  down  during 
the  last  century  ;  1)ut  the  most  celebrated  of  all  was  Gibside,  which  remained 
in  the  name  until  the  death  of  the  last  baron.  Sir  Francis  lilakiston,  in  1713. 
It  lies  between  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  IJavensworth  Castle,  on  the  Derwent, 
and  historians  speak  "  of  the  beautiful  and  magnificent  scenery  of  the  place," 
rendered  more  beautiful  from  the  bleak  country  which  surrounds  it.  The 
park  is  four  miles  in  circumference,  and  the  drive  to  the  "  stately  banquet- 
ing house,  seated  on  a  noble  elevation,"  is  described  as  winding  "  through  the 
bosom  of  a  thick  forest,  sometimes  on  the  brink  of  a  deep  ravine,  and  at 
intervals  descending  on  tlie  easy  inclination  of  the  hill,  but  still  embowered 
with  venerable  oaks."  The  gardens,  the  pasturage,  tlie  cultivated  lauds  and 
the  mansion  house  itself  are  all  in  keeping  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
great  park,  and  together  form  an  estate  and  a  home  such  as  only  a  family  of 
wealth,  cultivation,  and  distinction  would  possess  and  occupy.  This  place, 
there  are  many  reasons  to  believe,  belonged  to  near  kinsmen  of  our  Black- 
stone,  and  probably  he  was  here  a  frequent  and  welcome  visitor. 

Such  probably  was  the  home,  such  the  friends  he  left.  The  character  he 
ever  sustained  proves  him  to  have  belonged,  we  think,  without  question, 
to  a  family  of  education  and  great  culture,  and  these  recent  developments 
only  add  to  the  interest  and  the  mystery  still  surrounding  the  question  of  the 
real  underlying  cause  of  his  self-imposed  exile.  Powerful  indeed  must  have 
been  the  influence  and  urgent  indeed  the  conscientious  necessity  which  com- 
pelled him  to  leave  some  of  the  fairest  of  earth's  scenes  and  intercourse  witli 
cultured  friends  for  the  deep  solitudes  of  the  American  wilderness. 

More  than  thirty  years  ago,  on  the  one  hundred  and  eightieth  anniversary 
of  his  death,  an  effort  was  made  to  arouse  public  interest  in  the  raising  of 
funds  to  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Blackstone.  A 
few  weeks  later,  on  July  4,  1855,  the  annivcrsar}'  of  his  marriage,  quite  a 
number  of  people  gathered  at  his  grave,  the  spot  being  then  "  designated  by 
two  small  bowlders  of  semi-crystallized  quartz  rock."  An  association  was 
ormed  called  tlie  "•  Blackstone  Monument  Association"  ;  olHcers  were  elected 
and  a  constitution  adopted.  Any  persons,  without  regard  to  "  age,  sex,  sect, 
or  color,"  by  presenting  their  names  and  sul)scribing  ten  cents,  were  thereby 
made  members  of  the  association.  Appropriate  exercises  wei-e  held ;  an 
oration  was  delivered  by  a  jNlr.  S.  C.  Nes\Mnan — a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
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first  minister  of  Rcboboth  —  and  this  was  followed  by  the  singing  of  an  ode, 
and  impromptu  speeches. 

Considerable  enthusiasm  was  manifested,  and  nearly  the  entire  assembly 
responded  to  the  call  for  signatures  and  dimes.  An  aged  man  very  aptly 
suggested  that  the  orator  be  the  first  to  record  his  name,  and  his  dime  was 
seized  by  a  reverend  gentleman  present,  who  held  it  aloft  exclaiming,  — 
"In  this  little  coin  behold  in  glistening  embryo  the  future  monnment  —  a 
granite  volume  with  illustrations,  wliich  shall  be  read  by  distant  coming  gen- 
erations of  men  with  respect  and  admiration  of  their  forefathers  who  met 
here  this  day  to  perpetuate  the  character  and  memory  of  Blackstone." 

The  monument  of  this  charming  vision  was  but  a  shadowy  mirage,  —  the 
reflection  not  of  a  distant  reality,  but  of  a  passing  illusion,  — and  the  grave  of 
the  sage  of  Study  Hill  was  still  neglected  and  its  site  almost  unknown  for 
many  years.  AVe  who  live  in  the  rusli  and  hurry  of  this  nineteenth  century 
seem  to  think  only  of  the  future,  and  we  almost  forget  tlie  past ;  but  we 
should  stop  long  enough  now  and  again  to  think  on  the  men  who  gave  us  the 
blessings  of  our  land  of  freedom  and  prosperity,  and,  keeping  green  within 
our  hearts  the  principles  they  established,  we  should  burn  to  perpetuate  their 
memories  by  rescuing  their  humble  resting-places  from  oblivion  ere  it  be  for- 
ever too  late. 

At  last,  however,  a  portion  of  the  vision  becomes  real,  but  in  place  of  the 
quiet,  beautiful  surroundings  the  imagination  prophetically  portrayed,  the 
picture  is  framed  by  the  noisy,  homely  environments  of  a  bustling  town. 
The  peaceful  valley  is  there  no  longer,  the  river  flows  no  more  through  those 
fertile  pastures.  Study  Hill  has  been  entirely  taken  away,  and  in  its  place 
stands  a  large  cotton  mill. 

While  this  work  of  demolition  was  going  on,  the  bones  of  Mr.  Blackstone 
were  disinterred  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lorenzo  Blackstone,  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  President  Gammell,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 
These  were  placed  in  an  appropriate  box,  and  again  buried  under  the  build- 
ing, in  which  there  will  be  a  monument  to  his  name. 

How  strange  is  what  we  term  the  "  irony  of  fate  "  !  The  would-be  recluse, 
disturbed  in  life,  is  disturbed  also  in  deatli.  Intruders  coveted  his  pleasant 
domains  while  he  occupied  them,  and  to-day  the  demon  of  manufacture 
seizes  upon  them,  even  removing  the  soil  in  which  liis  body  was  placed,  deny- 
ing him  his  own  grave.  Instead  of  tlie  waving  of  brandies  above  his  head 
ftud  the  gentle  sighing  of  soft  winds,  is  the  tread  of  hurrying  feet  and  the 
noise  of  shouting  multitudes.  The  "sculptured  marble"  rears  itself,  not 
sunid  the  giant  trees  of  the  forest,  close  by  his  peacefully  flowing  river,  but 
near  the  giant  engine,  b}'  whose  mighty  power  the  hum  of  wliirring  spindles 
rounds  unceasingly.  The  spirit  of  the  gentle  sage  could  scarcely  reconcile 
't>self  to  such  a  change,  and  must  have  passed  saddened  away  from  its 
accustomed  haunts  forever. 
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But  this  picture  has  its  brighter  side,  for  the  former  possessor  of  these 
iauds  is  not  forgotten.  Much  honor  is  due  to  the  gentlomen  of  the  Lonsdale 
Company,  Avho,  having  probably  no  interest  beyond  their  own  present  practi- 
cal one  in  tliis  spot,  so  filled  to  the  historian  with  associations  of  the  past, 
have  yet  generously  given  place  to  the  lettered  stone,  which,  over  its  verv 
site,  shall  mark  the  lone  grave  and  perpetuate  the  name  and  memorv  of 
William  Blackstoue.^ 


J  The  above  suggested  ])lans  have  been  carrlerl  out  wiUi  some  niodification.'^.  When  the  grave  was 
discovei-etl  "  fragiiic'iits  of  acoflin  and  hammered  nails  sufli  as  were  made  in  those  days,  and  pieces 
of  bones,  were  found,"  and  "the  sides  of  tlic  grave  were  also  plainly  visiide."    It  was  a  "solitary  J 

grave,"  no  indications  of  any  other  Ijcing  visible,  and  It  would   seem  tliat  Blackstone  must  have  \ 

buried  his  wife  elsewhere.    Tl)at  the  grave  found  was  tliat  of  Blackstone  ttierc  can  l)e  no  reasonable  \ 

doubt,  since  now  long  ancient  tradition   has  always  ))ointed  to  lliat  vicinity  as  his  burial  place.  ^ 

''The  monument  stauils  a  very  few  yards  from  the  grave  and  in  line  with   it.    Tlie  precise  spot  is  ' 

covereil  by  tlie  Lonsdale  Co.'s  Ann  and  Hope  Mill.    The  monument  was  erected   by  some  of   the  i 

descendants  of  Mr.  Blackstone,  and  tlie  inscrii)lion  was  written  Ijy  a  inemljcr  of  tlio  Lonsd.ile  Co." 
It  is  of  granite,  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  high  —  the  liase  live  oi-  six  feet  sf|uaie,  and  the  sliatt  a  foot 
or  more  smaller,  tapering  sliglitly.  It  is  within  the  enclosed  grounds  of  the  mill,  surrounded  by  the 
vivid  green  of  a  beautiful  lawn,  the  only  object  on  it.    Upon  the  southerly  or  front  side,  beneath  a  | 

cross  cut  into  the  stone,  is  the  following  inscrii>tiou:  "the   grave  or  the  heveke.vd  williasi  1 

BLACKSTONE,    KOUNDEK    OK    TllK    TOWN    OF    BOSTON    AND   THE    FIRST   WHITE    SICTTLER    IN     RHODE 

island;"  on  the  east  side:  "a  student  of  emmanlel  college,  camuridge.    he  took  holy 

ORDERS   IN  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND,  IN  WHOSE  COMMUNION    HE   LIVED   AND    DIED;"  on   tile  weSt 

Side:  "coming  from  boston  to  this  spot  in  1035,  he  died  may  2C,  1C75,  aged  over  80  years, 

AND  WAS  HERE  BURIED."  on  the  HOltll  Side:  "ERECTED  BY  THE  LINEAL  DESCENDANTS  OF 
WILLIAM    BLACKSTONE,   A.D.   ISS'J."  | 
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CHAPTER   III. 

INCORPORATION.  PROCKEDINGS    OF   THE    TOWN.  FIRST    SETTLEMENTS,    ETC. 

THIRTY-THREE  years  after  tbo  purchase  of  territory  —  as  described  — 
from  AVaiusutla,  by  Captain  "NVillett,  and  twenty-eight  years  aftei'  its 
transfer  by  him  to  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  and  their  conveyance  of  the 
same  to  the  proprietors,  the  number  of  settlers  within  its  limits  liad  so  largely 
increased  as  to  render  it  proper  and  desirable  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
cariT  out  the  original  intention,  which  was  the  formation  of  an  independent 
township. 

The  following  petition  to  the  Council  and  Represoitatives  of  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  IJay  was  therefore  presented  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  Purchase  :  — 

I'd  his  Excellency,  Sir  Win.  Fhipps  Knifjht,  Coptain-General  caid  Governor-in-Cldcf 
of  their  JIajest'/s  Frnvincc  of  the  Mastfachv setts  Tiojj  i)t  Xcin  Enriland.  trith  the  Honorable 
Council  and  Fepresentatives  thereof  now  assembled  in  General  Court  at  Boston,  Oct.  11, 
1004. 

The  Petn.  of  the  Suhscribers  in  liehalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  tlie  in-oprielor.s  of  the 
hinili*  herein  mentioned  and  expressed, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  whereas  our  ancestors  ami  some  of  ourselves  have  formerly  purchased  a  certain  tract 
of  laud  commonly  known  by  the  Xame  of  the  North  Purchase.  contuininL,'  in  kni^tli  al)Out  ten 
miles  from  L\iwtucket  Iliver  to  Taunton  bounds,  and  about  eight  miles  from  the  Massachusetts 
line  between  the  two  late  Colonies,  to  Ileholjoth  bounds,  beini;-  in  our  apprehension  land  sulii- 
cient  for  a  township;  1  and  we  beinc;-  now  already  above  thirty  families  on  the  place  besides 
other  proprietors  that  at  present  live  el.-cwhcre.  Doe  humbly  pi-ay  this  Ilonble.  Assembly  to 
make  us  a  township  endued  with  such  privileiics  as  other  towns  are:  for  these  reasons  follow- 
ing, viz : 

Fir.st  and  princi])ally  for  the  honor  of  God,  and  our  chiefest  good,  in  that  our  distance  is  far 
to  go  on  the  Lord's  days  —  some  of  us  ten  or  eleven  miles  to  lleholioth  to  the  pul^lic  worship 
of  God,  which  in  the  winter  season  is  very  inconvenient  for  us  to  go,  and  especially  for  our 
children  —  and  also  the  great  burthen  we  sustain  in  going  so  far  to  traiue  —  attend  Town  Meet- 
ings, and  to  work  in  their  highways,  and  our  own  in  the  mean  time  neglected. 

21y.  In  that  if  we  were  a  township  we  should  quickly  (we  hope)  procure  an  able  Orthodox 
Minister  to  teach  us,  and  also  a  schoolmaster  to  instruct  our  children,  which  would  incite  more 
able  and  desirable  inhabitants  to  come  and  settle  among  us,  we  having  lands  and  other  com- 
modities for  their  encouragement. 

S^^ly.  In  that  we  being  as  Frontiers  in  danger  of  the;  enemy  between  Pehoboth  and  other 
places,  should  if  we  were  a  township  be  in  a  better  posture  of  defence  when  we  are  complcated 
with  otlicers  amongst  ourselves, 

•llhly.  AVe  might  further  add  the  benctit  might  redound  to  tlu'ir  Majesty's  service,  there 
being  gi-eat  store  of  ship  timber,  and  Cooper's  stulV  wh.  might  with  more  facility  be  conveyed 
to  tiie  water  side,  were  our  habitations  settled  nearer. 

'We  fully  ajrree  with  flic  petition  that  tlie  tract  of  land  tlien  comprising  the  large  towns  of  Attle- 
•'oroii^li  niul  Cumberland  was  reasonably  sufliclent  for  a  township. 
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All  which  is  humbly  oftcred  to  Your  Excellency  aiul  Honors  for  acccpt;mce  by 

Your  b'imbir  Supplvaiits 

Jolui  "Wooilcock 
(  Daniel  Shoppisou 

/  John  Callender  for 

Oct.  17, 1694  i  and  in  tlie  niune  and 

That  the  above  '  behalf  of  the  rest  of  the 

Petition  is  granted  Proprietors  of  the  said  lands, 

provided  it  do  not 
prejudice  any  former 
grant.    The  name  to 
be  Attleborough. 
Die  predict.     Voted  to  be 
drawn  into  an  Act. 
Fast  in  the  aflirmative  by  the  house  of  Representatives. 

Nchimiah  Quinet= 
Oct.  19th  lC9i  Speaker. 

II.  of  R.  Past  and  sent  up. 

The  folloioing  is  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  Dated  Oct.  19, 1G04. 
An  Act  for  granting  a  township  within  the  County  of  Bristol  to  be  called  Attleborough. 

AVhereas  there  is  a  certain  tract  of  land  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  North  Purchase, 
lying  within  th(!  County  of  Bristol,  containing  in  Icngtli  about  ton  miles  from  Pawtiickct  River 
to  the  bounds  of  Taunton, i  and  extending  about  eight  miles  in  breadth  from  the  line  or  i)0und- 
ary  betwixt  the  two  late  Colonies  of  ]\[assachusetts  an<l  Plymouth,  to  the  bounds  of  the  town 
of  Rehoboth;  being  a  convenient  tract  for  a  township,  and  more  than  thirty  families  already 
settled  thereupon;  For  the  better  encouragement  and  settlement  of  saiil  Plantaliou  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  henceforth  the  said  tract  of  land  as  al)ove  described, 
and  bounded  by  the  townships  of  Taunton  and  Rehoboth,  (no  ways  to  intrench  upon  either  of 
their  rights)  be  and  shall  be  a  township,  and  called  by  the  name  of  Attltborough;  and  siiall 
have  and  enjoy  all  such  immunities,  privileges,  and  powers,  as  generally,  other  townships 
within  this  Province  have  and  do  enjoy. 

Provided,  That  it  be  not  in  prejudice  of  any  former  grant. 

Provided  also,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  place  do  continue  under  the  power  and 
direction  of  the  Selectmen,  Assessors,  and  Constables  of  Rehoboth  (wliereunto  they  were 
formerly  annexed)  as  well  referring  to  any  assessments  and  arrears  thereof,  as  all  other  things 
proper  to  the  duty  of  Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Constables,  respectively ;  until  they  are  supplied 
with  such  otlicers  among  themselves,  according  to  the  directi(ms  in  the  law  in  that  case  made 
and  provided. 

The  derivation  of  tlie  name  given  to  this  new  township  is  "  At-le-burgh," 
meaning  at  the  borougli,  fort,  or  castle,  "Atleburgh."  It  was  named  after 
Attleborough,  Norfolk  County,  England,  wliicli  was  formeily  a  city  and 
market  town,  and  a  celebrated  place  in  English  history.  TJiat  place  was 
called  "  Tlie  Borough,"  from  its  being  the  principal  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bungay  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  iMortimers — Earls  of  March.  Our  Bungay 
River  —  sometimes  pronounced  Bun^a?/,  accent  on  the  second  syllable  —  was 
doubtless  named  after  the  castle  of  the  Pearls  of  March. - 


1  Taunton  Nortli  Purcliase. 

'See  Otobe  Enci/clopwdia,  "  Bunjjay,"  p.  531.    The  above  was  the  opinion  formed  by  the  author.- 
Editor. 
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Thomas  Daggett  and  John  Sutton  and  his  wife  and  four  children  were 
from  that  town.  Sutton  came  to  Ilingham,  Mass.,  and  thence  to  Rehoboth 
witli  liis  family,  as  early  as  the  4:th  mo.  1644,  and  it  is  believed  that  our  towm 
was  named  by  them. 

The  boundaries  described  in  the  precedmg  act  included  the  present  towns 
of  Attleborough  and  Cumberland, ^  R.  I.,  embracing  a  very  extensive  tract  of 
land.  It  was  inhabited  in  some  localities  by  a  few  Indians.  There  was  a 
plantation  of  them  in  the  North  Purchase  six  or  eight  miles  north  of  Mr. 
Blackstone's  at  Sinnechitaconet,  but  it  soon  dwindled  away.  The  number  of 
white  inhabitants  at  this  time  could  not  much  exceed  a  hundred  and  eighty. 
They  were  mostly  settled  in  the  southerly  and  westerly  parts  of  the  town. 
These  families  were  scattered  over  a  considerable  space  ;  many  liad  been  here 
from  an  early  period.     Of  tlie  early  settlements  more  will  be  said  liereaftcr. 

The  country  was  then  mostly  covered  with  forests,  interspersed,  however, 
with  a  good  supply  of  natural  meadow,  which  was  considered  the  most  valu- 
able kind  of  land. 

The  inhabitants  increased  rapidly,  and  soon  penetrated  into  various  parts 
of  the  town. 

EAULY    rUOCKEDINGS    OV    THE    TOWXAl'^EU    ITS    IXCOKPOUATION. 

A  few  exti'acts  from  the  early  records  of  tlie  town,  illustrating  the  charac- 
ter of  the  times,  will  be  interesting  to  the  present  generation. 

The  first  town  meeting  on  record  appears  to  have  been  held  May  11,  1G96, 
two  years  after  the  incorporation.  There  must,  however,  have  been  a  previous 
meeting,  and  a  choice  of  officers  —  of  which  no  record  is  preserved.  At  this 
meeting  the  town  cliose  Mr.  John  Woodcock  and  Mr.  John  Rogers,^  late  of 
Bristol,  as  agents  "  to  manage  our  concerns  in  matters  relating  to  that  part  of 
our  township  commonl}'  called  the  Mile  and  Half,  according  to  our  petition  and 
other  copies  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Derens  Clerk  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  did  further  appoint  and  impower  Mr.  John  Woodcock 
to  agree  with  and  impower  said  ^Ir.  Rogers  and  take  care  to  help  him  to  such 
papers  as  may  most  concern  our  business,  for  the  promoting  of  matters  relat- 
ing to  our  township." 

At  the  same  meeting  three  assessors  were  clioseu  for  the  ensuing  year  ; 
namely,  Israil  Woodcock,  Thomas  Tingley,  and  Sanuiel  Titus. 

The  next  town  meeting  was  held  November  2od,  1C9G,  at  which  the  town 
authorized  the  selectmen  to  make  a  rate  for  paying  the  town's  debts,  which 
JUnounted  to  £o,  15s  Id.  At  the  same  time  several  individuals  engaged  to 
pay  certain  sums  "  by  way  of  free  gift  towards  the  building  of  a  Meeting 
House,"  and  desired  their  names  and  sums  might  be  entered  accordingly. 

'  Sec  Itraaiord  for  Jlristol.    [Attleborough  before  the  division.] 
'See  Oidir  of  lioynt  Corns.,  p.  156. 
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£■  s-  /.  s. 

Mr.  Jolin  Wootlcock    •     .     .     .    1.  00  Tlioniiis  Wooilcook   ....  0.  10 

John  Lane  i 1.  00  George  Kobiiisoii      ....  1.  00 

Israil  Woodcock 0.  10  D:ivid  Freeinau 1. 00 

March  22,  1696-97.  The  town,  "  taking  into  consideration  who  are  by  haw 
allowed  to  vote  in  town  meetings,  and  finding  so  few  allowed  to  vote," 
ordered  that  "all  tlie  inhabitants  and  town  Dwellers "  shouhl  have  a  right 
to  vote  in  said  meetings.  At  this  time  town  ofiicers  were  chosen  for  tiie  year 
ensuing;  namely,  "Mr.  John  AVoodcock,  Anthony  Sprague,  Daniel  Jeuks, 
Jonathan  Fuller,  Thomas  Tingley,  Selectmen  ;  Anthony  Sprague,  town  Clerk  ; 
Israil  Woodcock,  Constable  ;  Nicholas  Ide  and  Josepii  Cowel,  Snrvcyors  ; 
Hein-y  Sweet.  Tithingman ;  Thomas  Tingley  and  Samuel  Titus,  Fence- 
viewers  ;  John  Woodcock,  Anthony  Sprague  and  Daniel  Jeuks,  Assessors  ; 
-John  Lane,  Grand  juryman  ;  Benjamin  Force  for  the  Jury  of  trials  in  April 
next  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  at  Bristol." 

November  23,  1696,  the  town  debt  is  recorded,  the  amount  being  £5, 
.■S.18,  d.l. 

May  10,  1697.  At  a  town  meeting  for  the  clioice  of  an  "Assembly  man 
for  the  Great  and  General  Court,"  the  inhabitants  voted  not  to  send  a  man 
•"  by  reason  the  town  was  excused  by  law." 

July  12,  1697.  The  town  voted  to  have  a  Pound  made  according  to  law 
•upon  a  piece  of  undivided  land  between  the  lands  of  Daniel  Sheppcrson  and 
James  Jillson  near  the  "  Bay  Road." 

The  inhabitants  were  often  disturbed  by  Indians  and  others  hunting  and 
strolling  about  the  town  and  insulting  the  inhabitants.  In  relation  to  these 
disturbances  the  town  passed  the  following  orders  :  — 

Jan'y  31st,  1697  or  8.  At  a  town  meeting  legall}'  warned  for  the  making 
of  "  some  town  orders  or  b^'-laws  touching  persons  disorderly  coming  into 
town  who  have  no  rights  or  lands  in  the  same  but  are  strangers  and  foreign- 
ers," the  town  passed  the  orders  as  follows  :  — 

The  inhabitants  then  met  did  make  two  town  orders,  or  by  laws,  for  said  town  whicli  are  as 
followeth.  — it  is  therefore  ordered  and  agreed  npon  by  tlie  inliabitants  of  Attleborouuh.  and 
voted  in  said  meeting  that  no  person  that  is  a  stranger  shall  be  received  as  an  inhabitant  with- 
out the  Consent  or  approbation  of  said  town  or  sutHcient  security  given  to  the  Town  by  him 
or  them  tliat  shall  take  in  or  harbor  any  person  contrary  to  this  onler;  — moreover  the  Select- 
men are  appointed  to  take  due  care  and  sulVicient  security  in  the  behalf  of  the  town  of  and  for 
all  sucli  persons  as  shall  receive  in  or  liarbor  any  stranger  or  foriner;  or  to  give  order  and 
warning  to  sucli  stranger  or  foriner  to  depart  the  town  according  as  tlie  law  directs,  and  that 
with  all  convenient  speed  after  knowledge  or  notice  given  of  the  same.  So  observing  from 
time  to  time  that  the  Town  be  not  charged  with  unnecessary  charges. 

.  The  second  order  or  by-Law  was  touching  Indian  forinners  and  strangers  that  have  been 
complained  of  for  lincivill  carriages  and  behaviour  towards  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 


iJolni  Lane,  an  early  settler.  Several  of  that  name  afterwanis.  (Klienc/cr.)  From  him,  John, 
descended  Judi-'e  Lane,  of  Ohio,  ti  dUthigidslied  lawyer,  and  judjrc  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  that 
State. 
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town:  for  the  prevention  of  which  the  iuhabittints  beinff  desired  to  give  their  advice  did  meet 
and  agree  and  by  Joint  consent  li:ive  voted  and  )>:issed  tliis  act,  that  no  forriu  or  1  ndian  stranger 
should  be  allowed  to  come  into  town  being  armed  nuder  hunting  pretense  nor  sntiercd  in  the 
game  to  abide  in  Drinkings  and  Sliotings  [shootings]  at  unseasonable  times  of  night  and 
threatinings  to  severall  persons  whicli  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  tliis  province  and  disturbing 
to  severall  of  this  town;  neither  is  any  person  or  persons  \\hatsoevcr  within  tliis  town  allowed 
to  take  in  or  harbour  Indian  or  Indians  armed  other  than  such  as  hath  been  allowed  or  shall 
be  allowed  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  inhabitants  at  any  time  liereafter,  but  every 
person  or  persons  transgressing  aganst  this  order  or  by  law  shall  pay  a  line  of  live  shillings 
eacli  day  for  tlie  use  of  the  poor  of  this  town  for  every  such  oHense. 

March  4t)i,  1G90  or  1700,  in  town  meeting  Daniel  Shepperson  gave  a  piece 
of  ground  to  set  a  pound  on  "  at  a  place  commonly  known  and  called  Ked 
Kock  Hill  by  the  rhoad-sidc  by  a  pine  tree,  which  pound  is  to  be  built  30  feet 
square  and  finished  b}'  the  last  of  June  1700."  At  the  same  time  the  house 
of  Daniel  Shepperson  was  appointed  "to  be  the  certain  known  place  for 
Town  meetings,"  he  giving  "  free  liberty  and  comfort"  to  the  people,  until 
some  other  place  should  be  provided. 

March  13,  1700.  Voted  not  to  send  a  representative,  for  the  same  reason 
that  was  assigned  at  the  first  meeting. 

March  25,  1701.  In  town  meeting  voted  and  appointed  a  "Training  place 
to  be  ou  the  South  side  of  David  Freeman's  house,  between  the  two  ways, 
viz.  the  Bay  road  and  the  road  that  leadeth  to  Nicholas  Ide's  house."  At 
the  same  time  the  town  "did  by  major  vote  appoint  the  last  Tuesday'  in 
March  at  9  o'clock  A. INI.  to  be  their  Election  Day  annuallv  for  choosing  town 
officers  according  to  law,  without  any  further  warning,  so  to  continue  till 
further  order."     This  year  no  Assembly  man  was  sent. 

Feb.  9th,  1702-3.  It  was  voted  that  Ensign  Nicholas  Ide  and  Anthon}^ 
Sprague  with  the  selectmen  be  a  committee  to  agree  in  behalf  of  our  town 
concerning  the  lines  and  bounds  between  Attleborough,  Dorchester,  and 
Wrentham.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  make  a  town  rate 
for  the  payment  of  town  debts,  and  that  a  quarter  part  of  said  rate  bo  levied 
upon  the  polls,  and  the  rest  upon  the  estates;  and  that  said  rate  "  shall  be 
paid  in  Indian  corn  at  2s.  Od.  per  bushel,  or  rye  at  3s.  6d.  per  bushel,  or 
oats  at  Is.  6d.  per  bushel,  or  in  money." 

March  14th,  1703.  Voted  not  to  send  a  representative  by  reason  they  were 
60  feAv  in  number  and  excused  by  law, 

EARLY    SETTLEMKNTS. 

The  first  settlement  within  the  bounds  of  the  present  (188G)  town  of 
Attleborough  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Baptist  meetinghouse,  where 
Hatch's  old  tavern  still  stands.  It  was  commenced  by  l\Ir.  John  "Woodcock, 
his  sous  and  their  families,  soon  after  the  first  division  in  1G69.  Here  he 
built  a  public  house  on  the  "Bay  Road,"  and  fortified  it  as  a  garrison,  and 
liud  out  lands  to  the  amount  of  about  three  hundred  acres,  which  afterwards 
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made  an  excellent  farm.  At  this  time  and  subsequently  lie  took  up  in 
several  parts  of  the  town  about  six  hundred  acres,  part  on  Jiis  own  shares, 
and  the  rest  on  riglits  whieli  he  purchased  of  Koger  Amidown,  James  Kede- 
way,  Andrew  Willett,  etc.  A  part  of  this  six  hundred  acres  was  on  Bungay 
River,  where  Bishop's  shop  once  stood,  and  this  he  conveyed  to  his  son 
Jonathan,  with  the  "  saw-mill  thereon  standing." 

Woodcock's  house  was  occupied  for  a  garrison.  It  Avas  licensed  in  1670, 
according  to  the  following  record  : — 

"July  5th,  1670.  John  Woodcock  is  allowed  by  the  Court  to  keep  an  Ordi- 
nary at  tiie  ten  mile  river  (so  called)  wiiich  is  in  the  way  from  Rchobotli  to 
the  Boy  ;  and  likewise  enjoined  to  keep  good  order,  that  no  unruliness  or 
ribaldry  be  permitted  there." —  Old  Col.  lice. 

Ilis  name  (list  appears  in  the  Rehobotli  records  "  the  28th  4th  mo.  1617," 
when  he  bought  the  lands  of  Ed.  Patterson.  "The  town  gave  to  John 
Woodcock  the  lot  before  granted  to  lulward  Patesou."  '  He  also  had  a 
grant  of  land  in  May,  1662,  for  a  small  liouse  near  the  church  for  "  the 
Lord's  day,"  and  he  was  living  in  Rehoboth  as  early  as  July  28,  1662  — 
probably  for  sometime  previous  —  tliough  tlie  precise  date  of  his  settling 
there  cannot  be  ascertained.  He  came  there  from  Roxbury,  where  he  owned 
real  estate,  but  where  he  had  previously  lived  is  not  known.  He  was 
admitted  a  freeman  of  that  town  May  11,   1678. 

Woodcock  was  a  man  of  some  consideration  in  tiiose  days,  his  name 
frequently  appearing  in  town  offices  and  on  committees.  June  2,  1691,  he 
was  chosen  "Deputy  to  the  General  Court"  from  Rehoboth,  and  at  several 
other  times.  He  was  shrewd,  hardy,  fearless  and  adventurous  —  a  character 
just  suited  to  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
was  placed. 

He  held  Indian  rights  in  very  low  estimation.  On  one  occasion  he  took 
the  liberty  of  i')ai)ing  himself  a  debt  due  to  him  from  a  neighboring  Indian, 
without  the  consent  of  the  debtor  or  the  intervention  of  judge,  jury,  or 
sheriff,  —  for  which  achievement  he  received  the  following  sentence  from  the 
Court,  —  an  example  of  the  rigid  justice  of  tlie  Puritans  : — 

"  1654  John  Woodcock  of  Rehoboth,  for  going  into  an  Indian  house  and 
taking  away  an  Indian  child  and  some  goods  in  lieu  of  a  debt  the  Indian 
owed  him,  was  sentenced  to  set  in  the  stocks  at  Rehoboth  an  hour  on  a 
Training  day,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  shillings." — Old  Col.  llec.  Court 
Orders,  Book  8d. 

Woodcock  had  two  wives  :  Sarah,  who  died  in  iSIay,  1676  ("  Sarah^  wife  of 
John  Woodcock,  buried  10th  May  1676"),  and  a  second  one,  Joanna,  who 
survived  him.  He  had  a  large  family  of  children,  some,  if  not  all,  of  whose 
names  I   have  ascertained,  though  no  record  of    them  is  preserved   on   the 


1  Sec  lieh.  His.,  p.  39.        »  See  livh.  liec. 
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books.  John,  who  married  Sarah  Smith,  Feb.  26tli,  1073  ;  Israil ;  Nathaniel, 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  ;  Jonathan ;  'J'homas  ;  and  at  least  three  daugh- 
ters :  one  married  to  Thomas  Esterbrook,  one,  jMary,  28th  Nov.  ir)76,  to 
Samuel  Guild,'  and  another,  Deborah,  to  Benj'n  Onion,-  of  Dedham  or 
Wrentham,  May  ^Ith,  1683.  There  were  also  others  of  this  name,  daughters 
of  one  AVilliam  Woodcock, ^  viz.  Alice,  married  9th  of  April  1089,  to  Raruck 
Bucklin  ;  Anne,  mnrried  to  Thomas  Fuller;  Sarah,  married  to  Alexander 
Bolkeom  ;  and  Miriam^  (or  sometimes  Mary),  who  was  single  Jnly  3,  1718. 
She  was  said  to  have  married  Jonathan  Freeman  July  1,  1G89.  (Doubtless 
he  had  died.) 

John  AYoodeock,  vSen.,  died  October  20,  1701,  having  arrived  at  a  very 
advanced  age  in  spite  of  the  many  attempts  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Indians  to  destroy  him.  It  is  said  that  after  his  death  the  scars  of  seven 
bullet  holes  were  counted  on  his  body.  lie  was  an  inveterate  and  impla- 
cable enemy  to  the  Indians  —  tlie  cause  of  which  will  hereafter  appear  in  the 
notice  of  some  events  in  Philip's  war.  In  encounters  with  them,  on  several 
occasions,  he  ran  imminent  risks  of  his  life.  Ho  was  foremost  in  all  enter- 
prises the  object  of  which  was  the  destruction  of  the  Indians.  He  was  a 
very  useful  man  as  a  pioneer  in  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  a  new  settle- 
ment, being  cunning  in  contrivance  and  bold  and  active  in  execution. 

Woodcock's  Garrison  was  a  well-known  place  of  rendezvous  in  the  great 
Indian  war,  and  was  probably  for  some  years  the  only  house,  excepting  its 
immediate  neighbors,  on  the  "  Bay  Road,"  between  Rchoboth  and  Dedham, 
though  this  was  then  the  main  road  from  Rhode  Island,  Bristol,  and  Rehoboth 
to  Boston.  The  Bay  road  extended  first  from  Rehoboth  through  what  is  now 
*'  the  city,"  to  West  Attleborough,  north  to  Woodcock's,  thence  over  Ten 
Mile  hill  to  Jacob  Shepardson's  in  what  is  now  Foxborough,  thence  through 
Dedham  and  Roxbury  to  Boston. 

This  ''  Garrison "  was  one  in  a  chain  of  fortifications  extending  from 
Boston  to  Rhode  Island.  There  was  one  in  Boston,  one  in  Dedham  at 
Ames'  corner,  AVoodcock's  in  this  place,  one  at  Rehoboth.  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  "Great  Plain,"  on  the  borders  of  which  the  first  settlements 
were  principally  located,  another  at  Newport  on  the  Island,  and  perhaps 
others  in  the  intermediate  spaces.  It  was  a  famous  place  on  this  road  —  a 
convenient  public  house  for  travelers  as  well  as  a  well-known  station  in 
Philip's  war.  It  witnessed  many  a  military  force  on  its  march  to  the  defence 
of  the  colonists,  and  such  often  halted  and  encamped  there  on  their  route 
overnight,  and  sometimes  h)nger  while  waiting  for  additional  forces.  Com- 
panies were  sometimes  ordered  to  rendezvous  there  to  wait  the  arrival  of 
other  troops  who  were  to  accompany  them,  and  then  the  solitary  })laces  of 

•  See  iff/j.  liec.  » Ibid.  '  His  uaine  ai)i)car8  on  I'rop'rs  Jiec,  vol.  2,  p.  35.  ♦  Sec  2d  J!.,  R.  N.  P. 
^>'«.,  p.  25. 
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the  wilderness  were  enlivened  by  the  tread  of  armed  men  and  the  sounds  of 
martial  music. 

After  the  Indians  had  commenced  the  war  by  open  hostilities,  having  killed 
several  persons  in  the  settlements  near  Mt.  Hope,  "  The  government  of  Mas- 
sachusetts," says  Mr.  Baylies,  "  promptly  resolved  to  send  assistance  to  Ply- 
mouth," and  on  the  26th  of  June  a  company  of  infantry'  under  command  of 
Captain  Henchman  and  a  company  of  horse  commanded  by  Captain  Prentice 
marched  for  ]\It.  Hope  ;  and  notwithstanding  certain  signs  of  ill  omen  which 
they  fancied  they  saw  in  the  heavens,  whicli  had  great  influence  over  the 
popular  mind  in  that  superstitious  age,  "  they  continued  their  march,  and 
reached  the  house  of  one  Woodcock,  (now  in  Attleborough)  distant  about 
30  miles  from  Boston,  before  they  halted.  It  was  then  morning,  and  they 
resolved  to  wait  there  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Mosely  with  his  comi)nny  of 
volunteers."  jNIr  Baylies  says  that"  Mosely  was  a  man  of  an  intrepid  spirit, 
and  an  excellent  soldier.  He  had  been  a  buccaneer  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
had  resided  at  Jamaica.  The  sounds  of  war  revived  his  enthusiasm  for 
deeds  of  enterprise  and  danger." 

In  the  course  of  the  day  he  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  at  AVoodcock's,  with 
a  company  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  volunteers,  amongst  whom  wex-e 
ten  or  twelve  privateersmen  with  dogs.  This  nmst  have  l)eeu  a  stirring  scene 
in  the  lonely  situation  at  Woodcock's.  On  the  second  day  they  reached 
Swansey. 

On  the  Narragansett  Expedition  which  was  appointed  for  the  next  Decem- 
ber, the  three  colonies  of  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  jNIassachusetts  united 
in  furnishing  military  forces  to  be  under  the  command  of  Josias  Winslow,  of 
Plymouth,  as  general. 

Here  again  Woodcock's  was  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  tlie  ^Massachusetts 
portion  of  the  army.  Her  force  consisted  of  six  companies  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captains  Mosely,  Gardiner,  Davenport,  Oliver,  Johnson,  and 
Major  Appleton,  who  commanded  this  portion  of  the  force,  and  who,  on  the 
"  9th  Dec.  1676  marched  with  them  from  Dedham  to  AVoodcock's,  the  well- 
known  place  of  rendezvous,  oO  miles  from  Boston,  and  there  encamped  for 
the  night."  His  companies  numbered  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  foot,  and 
one  company  of  horse  under  command  of  Captain  Prentice,  so  that  the 
whole  number  must  have  been  over  five  hundred.  This  was  a  large  army  for 
the  infant  colony  of  Massachusetts  forty-six  years  only  after  the  settlement 
at  Boston.  They  marched  over  the  "  Oulde  Bay  Koad."  Here  they  rested, 
and  then  marched  on  to  Seekonk,  where  they  met  the  army  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  under  General  Winslow,  and  where  the  two  forces  were  united  and 
moved  on  their  way  to  the  great  Narragansett  fight.  These  same  forces  must 
have  rendezvoused  at  Woodcock's  on  their  return. 

While  armies  in  tlieir  marches  halted  there  and  great  men  of  the  colonies 
iu  their  travels  stopped  there,  this  house  is  often  mentioned  by  historians. 
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The  celebrated  Judge  Sewall  relates  in  his  "  Diary"  that  on  his  return  from 
Rehoboth  he  dined  at  Woodcock's  with  fellow  travelers  on  boiled  venison, 
which  was  probably  just  such  a  dinner  as  they  chose  in  those  days,  and 
would  not  be  unacceptable  at  the  present  time. 

Madame  Knight  in  her  famous  journey  from  Boston  to  New  Y'ork  lodged 
there  overnight,  and  speaks  of  her  fare.  This  was  considered  a  perilous 
journey  in  olden  times,  and  required  eight  days  to  accomplish. 

Madame  Knight  traveled  on  horseback  with  a  servant,  busmess  of  imjjor- 
tance  requiring  her  presence  in  New  York.  A  sketch  of  this  adventurous 
journey  would  afford  a  better  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  country  and 
its  inhabitants  than  any  formal  description.' 

This  "  Ouldc  Bay  Koad  *'  was  the  first  main  road  laid  out  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  all  travel  would  necessarily  pass  by  this  "  Ordinary  "  in  tliose  early 
days,  which  might  be  called  the  dawn  of  the  New  England  life  and  civiliza- 
tion. It  is  a  delight  to  go  back  in  imagination  and  view  the  landscape  that 
surrounded  the  traveler,  and  the  novel  scenes  of  early  colonial  life.  Mile 
after  mile  of  almost  trackless  woods  filled  with  bears,  deer,  and  the  other 
denizens  of  the  forest,  with  here  and  there  a  gleaming  lake  or  sparkling 
river  glinting  in  the  sunlight;  the  plodding  wayfarer  on  foot  with  his  heavy 
staff ;  the  rider  on  horseback  clad  in  the  quaint  costume  of  the  time  ;  and 
anon,  a  little  opening  in  tiie  wilderness  with  a  single  log  house  or  a  small 
cluster  of  rude  buildings,  where  rest  and  refreshment  could  be  obtained  for 
man  and  beast.  As  one  traveler  dismounts,  or  another  wearily  shifts  his 
heavy  burden  to  the  bench  by  the  open  door,  we  can  see  the  dwellers  of  the 
hamlet  slowly  gathering  one  by  one  to  hear  the  news  from  the  outside  world, 
a  faint  echo  of  whose  events  just  reaches  these  secluded  places  ;  or  the 
women  collecting  about  the  pedlar  to  hear  the  latest  fashions  of  the  towns 
described,  and  to  barter  for  some  of  the  contents  of  the  pack  by  his  side. 

Woodcock  had  a  large  family,  with  a  number  of  laborers  and  assistants  ; 
there  must  have  been  fully  fourteen  in  the  entire  famil}'.  lie  had  a  smith  on 
his  place,  barns,  a  garrison  house  of  large  size,  sons'  houses,  etc.,  so  that  his 
place  made  quite  an  opening  in  the  forest  and  furnished  social  relief  to  the 
lonely  and  weary  journeyers.  There  was  on  such  a  route  more  travel  than 
one  would  at  first  suppose,  for  emigrants  were  from  time  to  time  going  from 
town  to  town  and  settlement  to  settlement,  seeking  eligible  situations  or 
locations,  and  messengers  on  business  matters  or  the  municipal  and  military 
afl'airs  of  the  colonies  must  have  frequently  pa.'-sed  to  and  fro. 

This  stand,  so  long  owned  and  occupied  by  Colonel  Hatch,  and  still  called 
by  his  name,  is  the  oldest  in  the  county  of  Bristol  —  a  public  house  having 

'Many  farewells  were  sniil,  and  many  prayers  ]iulilicly  ofTcrcd  for  her  safe  return  from  su<-h  au 
Uiitrleil  and  awful  journey,  over  hill  ami  dale,  throujrh  lield  and  Hood.  Such  a  tale  brings  a  smile  of 
liH'redullty  to  the  I'aec  of  the  picsent  lljrhtninj,'  ajrc,  when  this  journey  can  he  so  easily  made  in  sevea 
hours,  gliding  over  iron  rails  in  a  palace  on  wheels. 
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been  kept  on  the  spot,  without  intermission,  from  July  5,  1G70,  to  about  1840 
—  during  a  period  of  one  hiuidred  and  seveniij  years.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Boston  and  Providence  turnjiike,  now  often  termed  "  the  okl  turnpike  road." 
I  have  been  at  considerable  pains  to  ascertain  the  names  of  tiie  several 
owners  in  succession,  and  the  times  at  which  they  purchased,  some  brief 
notices  of  which  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader. 

It  was  established  by  John  Woodcock,  as  already  related,  in  1G70,  the  land 
having  been  laid  out  and  cleared  by  hira  for  the  purpose.  He  occupied  it 
about  twenty-three  years. 

Feb.  17,  169;}-94,  John  Woodcock,  Sen.,  of  Rehobotli  (with  Joanna  i 
his  wife),  for  £390  money  in  hand  received,  conveys  to  John  Devotion,-  of 
*'  Muddy  River,  formerly  of  Boston,"  a  tract  of  land  containing  two  luunlred 
and  ten  acres,  being  "  at  a  place  commonly  called  ten  mile  river,  by  a  high- 
way called  Wrenthani  lane,"  etc.,  "  with  the  mansion  or  dwelling  house,  barn, 
and  all  other  out-housing  and  buildings  (the  Smith's  shop  only  excepted 
standing  on  the  river)  ;  "  ^  also  about  tliirty  acres  lying  on  tlie  northwest  side 
of  the  country  road  formerly  given  to  his  son,  John  Woodcock,  bounded  by 
Ten  Mile  llivcr,  etc.,  with  his  son's  dwelling  house  and  barn  on  the  same. 
"  John  Devotion  took  quiet  possession  of  the  same  April  9th  1G94,  in  presence 
of  Nathaniel  IJreulnall,  William  Chaplin."  In  this  conveyance  to  Devotion 
is  the  following  curious  item  :  '■  Also,  all  the  said  John  Woodcock,  his  riglit 
to,  and  privilege  in,  a  house  and  pasture  at  'Wrentham  for  accommodation  of 
his  family  and  horses  on  Sabbath  days  and  other  public  times,  as  occasion 
may  be."  As  we  have  seen,  he  formerly  had  a  house  at  IJehoboth  for  a 
similar  purpose.  From  this  and  other  records  it  appears  that  Woodcock  and 
his  family  were  very  attentive  to  public  worship. 

Woodcock  laid  out  the  ancient  burying-giound  near  his  liouse.  In  the 
above-mentioned  conveyance  is  the  following  reservation  :  "  Except  a  small 
parcel  of  at  least  six  rods  square  or  the  contents  thereof,  for  a  burying  place, 
in  which  my  wife  and  several  of  my  children  and  neighbors  are  interred,  with 
liberty  for  my  children  and  neighl)ors  to  come  upon  and  make  use  therof 
forever  as  occasion  may  be." 

John  Devotion  occupied  the  premises  more  than  seventeen  years,  lie  left 
no  descendants  here  ;  and  after  selling  his  estate  removed  to  Wethersfield,  and 
afterwards  to  Sufficld,  Conn.,  where  a  brother,  Ebenezer  Devotion, '^  was 
settled.     His  wife's  name  was  Hannah,  probably  Taj-lor. 

July  10,  1711,  John    Devotion,  for  £400   money  paid,  conveys    the  said 


'  Second  wife,  to  whom  lie  had  been  niarrleil  some  years. 

'John  Devotion  was  a  jciaihiate  of  ilarvaril  College,  and  he  had  a  son,  .lohu  Devotion,  who  was  a 
Bchoolinastcr  living  in  Swansea  in  1710. 

'A  shop  now  stands  on  the  same  spot. 

'Ebenezer  Devotion  was  also  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College.  He  taught  scliool  in  Dorchester, 
and  went  to  SulUcld,  Conn.,  in  1709,  was  ordained  In  1710,  and  remained  there  till  his  <ieatli,  which 
occurred  In  1739. 
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fanr,  coutaming  two  hundred  acres,  more  or  less,  to  John  Daggett,  of  Chil- 
mark    ,n    Dukes    County,  Martha's  Vineyard   (the    first  of    that  name    who 
settled  m  this  town?),  with  twenty-five  acres  on  "Nine  Mile  Run"  (except 
two   acres    the  barn  and  orchard   on  it  later  -  in    18;33-in  posses  ion    o 
Iin^;:"^"^""^-     ""^^°'  '-  "'^'^  ''-  -  ^^-  "-^5ded  lands  i^ 

April  16,  1722,  John  Daggett,  for  £550,  sells  the  same  to  Alexander  Maxcv, 
beu,g  Hs  homeste,,,,  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  in  two  part 
on  the  len  M.le  Ihver,  &c.  at  a  place  called  Mount  Hope'  Hill."  i     The  s    d 
Maxcy  died  .n  about  a  year  after  this  purchase.     At  the  division  of  his  estate 

Maxcy.     After  h.s  death,  m  1772,  if  not  before,  it  came  into  the  possession 

^io;x;n  Ha";r^-'  "^^  -'^''''  ^^  ''^  ^^--  --'  --^  ^^-oui  it  t: 

Mr.  Hatch  was  born  in  this  town  in  1754,  and  while  he  was  u  bov  was  "  put 
out  to  work,"  at  Deacon  Stearns'  who  lived  in  what  is  now  Plaiuville  On 
commgof  age  lie  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a  driver  on  a  mail  sta^e  over 

foi  himself  and  carried  passengers  over  the  ,ame  road.     He  was  encra^od  foi  a 

sland,  m  Captam  Alex.  Foster's  Company,  in  Colonel  Thomas  Carpenter's 

L^hhf      '',        .T  ""'^^'"'^^"^  ''  ^"''^'^  ^^^"^«  there  until  his  death, 

one  on  State  Street  -  Exchange  Hotel  --  from  which  many  dailv  stages  started 

P    ha::;-;  r'  T  T^^'  ''"^^  -^^  ^^'  --^-^  '^"^^'^--  -  ^remont^Stre^t   or 

note'      TJT         "''  "'''"  '■'  "  ""^^  ^"  ''''''  '^  '^^^^l  ^'-^"-^  the  "  White 

ta.  s  of  J.^^V     7'"^  ''""'"  ""  '''  '^""^^'"  ^"'-^'-^^  proclaimed  the  advan- 
I'^gts  of  this  hostelry  to  travelers:  — 


From  Attloboro'  sirs,  I  came, 
AVhere  once  1  did  3011  entertain, 
And  now  shall  bore,  as  there  before. 
Attend  yon  at  my  open  door. 
Obey  all  orders  with  dispatch, 
I  'm  sirs, 

Your  servant, 

Israel  Hatch. 


-.e"""    '"'  t    '°'''"f7  '"•  ''*'*'  ^«  "-"^  ■■•PP°'»'«"  -y°'-  i"  the 
W  «.  n°  ■:  'f '"■"'  ""^^'=  "W°i'"™«"t«  from  tLe  gove.„or,  a,,  may 

^^bj  lhco,-,g,nal  ceitilicates  „o>v  i„  ,he  possession  of  a  doscendaut, 

'■''»<aik.,|,ou,u,l,,.. 
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which  contain  the  bold  signature  of  "  Ilis  Excellency  .lohn  Hancock.  Ksq. 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  ^lassacliusetts."  The  certificate  of  his 
taking  the  oath  is  signed  "Peter  Green,  Lt.  Col.  Comd'r."  He  resigned 
April  20,  1790. 

Though  he  resided  in  lioston  for  a  number  of  years,  he  continued  to  keep 
the  tavern  in  the  old  garrison  house,  and  about  ]  800  he  returned  to  Attleborouo-h 
to  live. 

He  -was  one  of  the  chief  projectors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Turn- 
pike, was  one  of  the  contractors  and  himself  built  quite  a  portion  of  it. 
March  24,  1801,  a  patent  was  issued  to  him  for  "  a  new  and  useful  improve- 
ment in  the  mode  of  making  and  discharging  chain  and  cleaver  shot."  This 
shot  Avas  applical)le  to  "  ships,  batteries,  and  all  modes  of  warfare."  This 
patent,  still  in  existence,  is  on  real  parchment,  and  bears  the  signature  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Levi  Lincoln, 
Attorney  General  and  acting  Secretary  of  State. 

During  the  war  of  1812  Colonel  Hatch  took  great  interest  in  the  harbor 
defences.  February  21,  1811,  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  commission  Avas  "  for  seven  years  or  during  good  behavior,"  signed  by 
"  Elbridge  Gerry,  Governor."  He  was  the  fust  postmaster  api)ointed  in  the 
town  and  he  received  the  first  appointment  in  1789.  His  second  appoint- 
ment as  "Deputy  Post  Master"  was  issued  February  21,  1805,  by  "  Gid". 
Granger,  Post  Master  General." 

Colonel  Hatch  had  in  various  ways,  both  as  innkeeper  and  public 
man,  intercourse  with  many  of  the  great  men  of  his  time.  Among  the 
valuable  papers  he  left  is  a  letter,  relating  to  some  military  affairs,  from 
John  Quincy  Adams,  and  another  regarding  his  patent  franked  by  James 
Madison . 

He  married  Lois  Holmes  of  the  same  family  as  that  known  still  in  the 
Holmes  neighborhood.  They  had  six  children  :  Israil,  Sally,  Lucy,  Fanny, 
George,  and  Joseph.  Lucy  married  John  Stephen  Fuller, a  native  of  this 
town  who  kept  the  "Half  Way  House"  on  the  turnpike,  in  Walpole,  called 
"  Policy's."  It  was  a  celebrated  and  popular  tavern  in  the  days  of  stage 
coaches  from  Boston  to  Providence,  and  everybody  was  anxious  to  dine  there 
on  the  passage.  Fuller  was  the  landlord  who  created  its  reputation,  which 
lasted  till  stage  travel  had  ended. 

Most  of  this  family  were  remarkable  for  their  longevity.  Fanny,  who 
became  ]Nfrs.  Washington  Pearce,  lived  to  be  ninety-three.  Israel  died 
December  18,  1875,  aged  eighty-four  years,  seven  mouths,  and  twelve  days; 
and  his  wife  died  ten  days  later,  aged  eighty-five  years,  ten  months,  and  fif- 
teen days;  Sally  died  October  11,  18.51,  aged  seventy-live;  George  in  1872, 
aged  eighty  ;  Joseph,  who  was  a  prominent  jjhysician  in  North  Attleborough, 
died  September  13,  1855,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  eleven  months,  the  only  one 
of  the  family  who  did  not  reach  great  age.     Five  of  the  six  children  survived 
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1.    "OKI  Cooper  House."         2.    "Aunt  Cyiilliiii  Il:itt:li  House";  iuidilioii  to  WootliocU's 
Garrison,    built    l)ct\veen    17:!0-40.  :j.    "Old    Uliiekinton    House."  4.    "Old    Tieree 

House."  5.  "Old  \\:d.<>tt  House,"  Watery  HiliJ.nrncd  in  1M!)2;  over  200  years  old. 
«.  Itesi.leneo  of  Cai)ron  Wilinarlh,  liuilt  about  ISl!).  7.  "  .losiali  I)ra|)er  House,"  built 
by  Josiab  Maxey  over  150  years  aj;o.        8.    Hateli  House,  built  in  ]SO(i. 
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both  father  and  mother,  for  Mrs.  Hatch  died  January  23,  1831,  wlien  in  her 
seventy-ninth  year. 

Colonel  Hatch  had  a  long  career  of  usefulness  in  various  public  capacities. 
"  lu  character  he  was  extremely  vigorous  and  enterprising,  alwavs  secme.l 
anxious  to  take  hold  of  new  and  extensive  projects,  and  to  see  them  carried 
through.  He  was  often  engaged  in  large  operations  of  various  kinds,  and 
was  in  liis  day  a  very  inlluential  man."  During  the  days  of  his  proprietor- 
ship the  Hatch  House  dispensed  its  hospitality  to  manv  famous  persons. 
Such  illustrious  men  as  Washington  and  Lafayette  dined  there  ;  such  as  .John 
Quincy  Adams,  Cominodore  Hull,  Commodore  Bainbridge,  Goieral  \Vinnehl 
Scott,  President  Monroe,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

The  old  garrison  house  was  torn  down  in  180G,  and  a  larire  and  ele<rant 
building  erected  on  the  spot,  fifty-eight  by  sixty  feet,  and  three  stories  lii^h. 
It  thus  appears  that  the  iirst  building  elected  on  the  place  stood  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  years.  A  great  part  of  the  timber  was  said  to  be  perfectly 
sound,  pierced,  however,  by  many  a  bullet  received  in  Philip's  war.  A  relic  of 
this  house,  it  is  said,  was  preserved  in  the  ^lassachusetts  Historical  Society. 
It  was  the  original  building  only  that  was  taken  down.  An  addition  built  "at 
an  early  period  was  moved  a  little  back,  where  it  now  stands,  "  carved  o'er 
with  many  a  long-forgotton  name."  Up  to  1830  a  small  remnant,  one  room, 
of  the  old  garrison  might  be  seen  adjoining  the  wood  house.  The  addition, 
after  its  removal,  was  used  as  a  storehouse  for  liquors,  a  place  for  their  sale^ 
and  also  a  barroom  where  friendly  "  spirits"  could  nieet  and  drink  and  chat 
leisurely  together.  This  was  finally  arranged  as  a  dwelling  house,  and  was, 
uiJtil  quite  recently,  occupied  by  members  of  the  family,  "its  framework  of 
oak  thnber,  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  square,  is  apparently  in  excellent  pres- 
eivation,  and  doubtless  still  strong  enough  to  defy  the  ravages  of  time  for 
ni'iny  years  to  come. 

The  new  building  had  four  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  about  twenty-four  feet 
square.  A  wide  hall  ran  the  full  length  of  tlie  house  in  tlie  three  stories. 
The  second  floor  contained  five  rooms  and  the  third  floor  seven,  while  above 
^vas  a  large  open  attic.  The  wing  contained  three  rooms  — the  kitchen  and 
a  barroom  with  dancing  hall  above.  The  sign  is  still  in  existence  and  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  Colonel's  Hatch's  grandchildren.  1  It  is  about  five  feet  by 
our,  with  a  strong  iron  frame  above  the  top  by  which  to  hang  it.  The  out- 
ride border  of  the  sign  is  painted  a  vivid  green  with  a  narrow  Inside  border- 
'"g  of  red.  The  centre  is  painted  white  with  a  stately  looking  steamboat  on 
|t  and  a  landscape  in  the  background.  At  the  top,  in  large  letters,  is  painted 
^^  -team  Boat  Hotel  "  —  for  that  was  the  leal  name  of  the  famous  old  tavern  ; 
Hatch,"  below,  and  ''  painted  by  Barron,  Pawtucket."  It  has  swun-  in 
'"any  a  breeze  and  bufteted  with  many  a  fierce  storm  without  the  ancient'inn 

■  '•*'•  W.  Ji.  Gooiiluie,  wlio  )ias  aleo  the  Intcres^tiDg  papers  previously  referred  Io.-Euitob. 
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door,  but  it  announced  in  all  weathers  the  same  abundant  comfort  and  irood 
cheer  within.  It  ought  to  be  placed  in  some  public  place — a  proper  room 
or  building  —  and  there  carefully  preserved  as  an  interesting  relic  of  those 
*'  good  old  times,"  now  forever  passed  away. 

Colonel  Hatch  died  May  19,  1837,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  He 
kept  the  tavern  until  about  a  year  before  his  death,  and  his  son,  Captain 
Israil  Hatch,  kept  it  until  1839  or  1840.  Since  then  it  has  been  used  for 
dwellings.  Its  pristine  glory  has  departed.  It  is  at  present  quite  dilapi- 
dated and  fast  falling  to  decay,  and  not  a  trace  of  the  original  old  garrison 
remains.  After  the  deatli  of  Colonel  Hatch  the  author  was  appointed 
adn)inistralor  of  the  estate.  He  collected,  among  other  claims,  the  proceeds 
of  Colonel  Hatch's  five  shares  in  the  turnpike — sold  the  outlots,  and  after- 
wards sold  that  part  of  the  famous  farm  which  was  the  main  or  lara'est  part 
of  it,  to  "  Draper  and  Tint  "  (Josiah  Draper  and  .John  Tillt),  and  divided 
the  spacious  mansion  among  his  heirs-at-law,  tln-ce  sons  and  two  daughters. 
It  was  finally  owned  by  Mr.  H.  F.  Barrows,  Mrs.  K.  I.  IJichards,  and  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Goodhue,  the  latter  the  only  descendant  who  had  a  share  in  it  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Thus  its  career  as  a  public  house  ended  ;  thus  were  closed  up  the  records 
of  this  old  historic  tavern,  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  after  Woodcock 
first  opened  its  doors  as  an  "  ordinary"  ;  thus  this  venerable  institution  whicli 
had  watched  the  passing  of  six  generations  of  men  on  the  stage  of  life  was 
laid  to  rest  in  its  grave.  What  changes  it  had  witnessed  !  First  it  was  in  the 
domain  of  ^Massasoit,  Pockauocket ;  tlien  a  part  of  the  Old  Colony  ;  next  in 
the  INIassachusetts  Bay  Colony ;  then  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay ; 
and  last  in  the  free,  independent  State  of  Massachusetts,  under  its  own  con- 
stitution in  the  United  States.  Beneath  that  shelter  may  its  grave  remain 
undisturbed  forever.' 

Several  families  settled  near  Mr.  Blackstone's  seat  previous  to  the  war. 
Johu  Fitch  was  one  of  these  settlers.  His  grave  is  mentioned  in  the  laying 
out  of  the  lauds  adjoining  Blackstone's,  and  some  others  had  lands  near  him, 


>  On  the  morning  of  .I.nmiaiy  iOtli,  1,«93,  a  fire  p.irtially  destroyed  tliis  InilMinf,'.  A  par.iirrai)h  In  an 
article  written  at  tlic  time  sliows  to  wliat  "base  u-es  "  the  noble  old  strueture  liad  been  sulijecteil. 
"Fortlic  last  qn.irtcr  of  a  century  tlie  liouse  has  been  falling,'  Into  disuse  and  decay  and  lias  been 
chlclly  noted  for  the  dniiil^en  hr.iwls  which  have  taicen  place  in  It.  The  prcat  clining  liall  has  l)eeu 
a  nesting  jdace  for  bird-  and  tramps,  and  ilie  ol.t  southeast  room,  In  whlcli  -ome  of  the  world's 
great  men  had  peacefully  slept,  was  used  as  a  cobbler  shop.  In  tliis  room  the  lire  cauirlit,  and 
the  entire  building  1- now  but  little  more  than  a  shell.  The  heavy  timbers  in  the  walls  resisted  tlie 
fire,  but  the  roof  has  fallen  In.  and  the  old  barn-like  .structure  which  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
curious  for  the  la>t  dcca-le,  an-l  been  an  un^lghtly  place  in  the  town,  will  proliably  be  pulled  down  In 
the  spring."  The  truly  unslirliily  ruin  was  left  for  several  months,  but  at  length  what  was  left  was 
tonidown.  It  is  sad  to  reoni  thi*  the  "  untimely  end  "  of  the  "OM  Hatch  House,"  and  to  anticipate 
the  speedy  sweeping  away  of  all  vi-ible  traces  of  a  place  so  famous  In  our  early  hl-tnry.  The  adja- 
cent l)uildlng«in  the  >onrli  —  the  modcrnl/ed  "addition"  to  the  oM  garrison  liou-e  —  is  all  that  now 
remains  of  thU  '•  ancient  iHudinark,"  and  wheii  new  Indldlugs  rise  on  the  spot  ll  will  be  dillicult  to 
recall  with  any  degree  of  sati-faciion  what  once  was  here  In  "ye  good  old  times." 
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aud  in  one  case  a  house  is  named.  This  is  probably  the  one  mentioned  in  the 
following  record—  that  of  the  laying  out  of  highways,  which  it  would  seem 
were  among  the  earliest  laid  out  within  the  limits  of  the  town  : 

Alexander  J?alkc-oin,  Jolin  Stevens,  Ebeii.  Tyler,  Samuel  Tyler,  John  Da-gett,  Jolin  Savage, 
Avery  ?  Savage,  Jury  to  lay  out  roads,  Oct.  Gd  aud  4tli  ](;84. 

Laid  out  the  Country  road  towards  Meiidon  and  Dedliani,  viz.  the  K.  to  Ded.  from  the  ■^^te 
at  the  N.  W.  eud  of  the  town,  through  the  lane  and  L>d  division  and  great  IMaine  in  the  andent 
road,  aud  along  tliat  road  until  it  eome  to  the  heap  of  stones  upon  tlie  ten  Mile  hill,  to  the 
Massachusetts  line;  \vh.  way  we  have  laid  out  4  U.  wide  except  it  be  between  John 'wood- 
cock's Jaud  where  it  is  laid  out  40  feet  or  upwards.  Likewise  tlie  s'd  Jurv  laid  out  a  country 
highway  to  Me.ltield  from  the  aforesaid  Country  highway  to  Dedhani,"  viz.  between  John 
AVoodcock's  land  40  feet  wide  to  the  line  aforesaid.  Likewise  a  wav  leading  to  Abbots  IJun 
where  the  way  comes  that  comes  from  J'rov.  that  leads  to  JJedham',  and  along  in  that  road 
westerly  until  it  omes  to  John  Stephenson's  lot;  and  through  his  lot  and  a  part  of  John 
BIack^tone's  land  along  until  it  comes  to  Isaac  Allen's Ao?<.se,  and  by  his  fence  strai-ht  betwixt 
two  hills  to  meet  witli  sM  road.  Moreover,  s'd  Jury  laid  out  a  road  from  Pawtlickct  river 
40  ft.  wide  by  the  river  in  John  IJlackstone's  land  to  meet  the  way  that  leads  to  Mendou. 

From  rroprietors  Jiecords  of  Ji'ehoboth 

Wooster  Carpenter,  Clerk. 

Another  early  settlement  was  at  the  Falls  (so  called),  later  P\alls  Factories, 
now  Attleborongh  Falls.  'J'he  natural  advantages  of  a  fine  fall  of  water 
attracted  the  settlers  to  this  spot.  The  banks  of  rivers  were  generally  selected 
by  the  first  occupants  on  account  of  the  "natural  meadows"  which  they 
afforded,  and  which  were  highly  valued  at  a  time  when  the  face  of  the 
country  was  largely  covered  with  forests. 

The  first  person  who  laid  out  lands  at  the  latter  place,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained  from  tlie  records,  was  John  Daggett,  of  JRehoboth,  who,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1677,  sold  fifty  acres  of  them  to  his  brother,  Thomas  Daggett,  of 
Martha's  Vineyard.  Edward  Hall  •  also  at  an  early  period  owned  Mtx  acres 
here,  which  he  gave  by  will  to  his  son  John,  aud  he  sold  it  to  John  Stevenson  ^ 
and  Samuel  Peufield  ;  the  latter  sold  it  in  1086  to  Thomas  Daggett,  of  Edgar- 
town,  and  Joseph  and  Nathaniel  Daggett,  of  Rehoboth,  these  last  two  being 
sons  of  John  Daggett  the  first,  of  that  town,  and  first  owner  of  lands  in  this 
place.3     This  was  the  land  immediately  around  the  Falls,  including  the  privi- 

'  Then  of  Kehoboth,  previously  of  Taunton.  Admlttc.l  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Mav  ^tl  1038 
one  John  Hall  was  uMinittcd  May  Uth,  1G34,  and  anotlicr  May  Gtli,  hm.  E.iwanl  had  seven  rhild'rcn- 
•M.ini.  born  before  l.is  father  came  to  Kchoboth.  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Thomas,  Preserved  Andrew 
"ciijaiiiln,  from  IGoG  to  \ms.  '  "  ' 

'Was  this  Jolui  Mevenson  sonln-law  of  AVilllani  I'.lackstoiie? 

'This  was  Jolin  the  -2.1.  son  of  John  tlie  1st,  of  Watcrtown  and  Martha's  Vlncvard,  and  he  wa& 

on,  In  Kngland  ab„»t  lair,  or  1G-2<J.  ilc  appears  to  have  gone  to  Jichoboth  (with'  his  f.uher  on  his 
^yoval  from  Watcrtown  about  1<;44).  shortly  snb.e.,uent  to  thescttk-ment  of  that  pla.T.  lie  was  one 
,'  ,.''■  ,  ^''"•'^'  **l':'»-cl'-.lders  in  tlie  North  Purchase  lands,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Hehoboth. 
h.i/  I  <  ""'  """■"'-'''  '"  ''Cl'oboth  to  Anne  Sutton,  and  they  had  live  children.  He  appears  not  to 
„;.,  '  ,  "''  '•"'  ""  "'''"'^l""-  t"  if"'  '-ifCld  rc.inireinents  of  his  times,  but  sometimes  indul-ed  in  what 

I. ,  T  rV'""'  "^'■^■'•■''«'"  of  speech,-  as  may  be  seen  by  the  foUowIn-  record  :  "June  1,  1003.  Jolm 
I,',!"/     "    I'choboth  Wuii;  hy  Ciipt.  WUletl  convicted  of  2  lyes,  Is  lined  20  shillings."     [See  Doggett- 

•'>-%-ctt  History.]     Whether  this  was  a  deliberate  or  unpremeditated  act  must  be  left  to  conjecture^ 
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lege.  The  first  inill  built  there  was  a  "Corn  Mill,"  owned  or  ocenpiecl  by 
the  above-named  Joseph  Daggett,  at  what  time  is  not  known.  This  was 
doubtless  the  first  mill  in  town.  March  30,  1703,  the  town  voted  that  .Joseph 
Daggett,  of  Rehoboth,  have  the  privilege  "  that  the  stream  at  the  Ten  ]\Iile 
River  Falls  shall  go  free  of  all  sorts  of  taxes  until  a  Corn  njill  has  the  con- 
stant custom  of  three  score  families  ;  and  if  a  saw  mill  be  built,  that  to  bear 
bis  equal  share  in  public  charges  in  said  town." 

Thomas  Butler  ^  also  laid  out  lands  near  the  mill. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  town  Avas  early  inhabited  by  people  from 
Rehoboth.  The  borders  of  the  Bay  road,  which  passed  through  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Newell's  and  "  the  city,"  were  occupied  by  some  of  the  first 
settlers.  This  was  the  main  route  froin  Bristol  to  Boston,  and  was  the  first 
road  in  the  town.  It  has  been  said  that  this  road  was  not  town  built,  but 
TA-as  constructed  by  outsiders,  simply  passing  through  the  town's  territory', 
■and  that  the  first  highway  laid  out  by  those  having  an  interest  in  the  territory 
itself  was  the  one  mentioned  in  the  record  above  quoted  —  the  iSIendon  road. 


^s  the  recon Is  furnish  no  clew  to  attencUni;  circumstances.  As  he  suhsecjuently  held  several  town 
•oflices  ami  was  a  man  of  some  iiositiou  in  Rehoboth,  —  a  place  wlicrc  tlie  slandaril  of  respectahility 
was  as  high  as  in  any  other  settlement,  —  he  Is  entitled  to  the  "  benefit  of  the  iIoul>t."  During'  King 
riiilili's  war,  when  some  advance  of  money  was  made,  he  contributed  a  conslilcrable  sum,  the 
Equivalent  of  perhaps  four  or  live  hundred  dollars  at  the  present  time.  He  died  in  1707. 
^Tlicre  were  three  of  the  name  of  Butler  in  town. 
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CriAPTER   IV. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    PKOrUlETOUS.  INDIAN    WAK.  PROCEEDINGS    OK 

THE    TOWN. 

PROCEEDINGS    OK    THE    PROPRIETORS. 

rj^HE  proprietors  of  the  Kehoboth  North  Purchase  soon  l)ecame  a  distinct 
1  body  from  the  town,  and  kept  separate  books.  Before  proceeding  to 
other  parts  of  the  history  of  this  town,  it  may  be  proper  to  detail  some  of 
the  transactions  of  the  proprietors  which  will  throw  light  on  our  early  history 
nnd  give  a  view  of  the  ditliculties  which  they  had  to  encounter  in  the 
settlement. 

The  "Proprietors'  Books"  commence  in  1672.  Previous  to  this  their  pro- 
ceedings were  recorded  in  the  Kehoboth  town  books.  A  certain  company  — 
consisting  of  inhabitants  of  Pehoboth  —  purchased,  as  already  appears,  a 
certain  tract  of  land  of  the  Indians,  through  their  agent,  and  the  title  was 
confirmed  by  the  government,'  and  the  tract  was  called  the  Rehoboth  North 
Purchase.  There  were  eighty-two  purchasers  or  shareholders,  seventy-six 
of  whom  had  whole  shares  and  six  half-shares,  making  seventy-nine  whole 
shares.^  What  consideration  was  paid  for  the  purchase  docs  not  appear, 
but  some  idea  of  the  amount  may  be  suggested  by  that  paid  to  Philip  for 
"six  miles  square  or  the  quantity  thereof,"  the  territory  now  Wrentham. 
Captain  Willett  negotiated  for  that  tract,  and  Philip  received  for  it  the  sum 
of  £24.  s.lO. 

People  from  "SVannamoisett  (Swansea)  and  some  residents  of  other  places 
soon  purchased  shares  in  the  association  ;  some  removed  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  and  sold  their  rights  to  others,  and  thus  the  proprietors  became 
a  distinct  body  from  the  town  of  Rehoboth  and    conducted   their  business 


'  No  purcliase  of  IiidluD  lands  was  valid  without  the  grant  or  coniirnialion  of  the  goveniuicut.  See 
OUi  Colony  Statutes. 

'  All  error  Is  apijarent  In  this  lUt  of  1672,  for  SO'-i  Instead  of  79  shares  are  represented.  Tliere  were 
ei  purchasers,  and  of  these  70  were  Interested  In  wliolcsliarcs,  but  they  held  between  them  77 'i  >iiares, 
I"  may  he  seen  by  examination,  which  with  the  i>  half-shares  additional  makes  a  tot.-il  of  80}^.  The 
oidy  eNplanation  seems  to  he  tliat  In  rO(-koninR  u|>  tlie  nuinl)cr  of  shares  the  three  extra  ones  held  by 
the  men  owidng  two  full  shares  i;acli  were  allowed  to  oll'set  the  tliree  i>ersons  holding  one  share  to- 
K'lher.  An  entire  sliare  was  tlius  lost  in  the  count,  and  the  extra  half-share  ascribed  to  .John  Wood- 
tiH-k  was  overlooked.  This  is  not  of  vital  importance,  and  few  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
•he  ll^i,  i,iit  as  some  curious  per.-^on  mi.s^ht  ito  so,  the  apparent  error  Is  notl(!e<l.  It  Is  jiossible  the 
•  iithor  nil,i,'ht  have  made  some  mistake  in  ilgures  in  copying  the  list,  but  he  was  usually  so  correct  lu 
•"i-h  matters  that  we  Incline  to  the  belief  that  Uie  fault  lay  with  the  reckoning  of  the  proprietors 
them>el\cs.  — Ei>iTou. 
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unfler  a  separate  organization.  They  called  their  meetings  bv  warrant  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  elected  their  own  olliccr.s,  moderators,  rccordiu<r 
clerks,  standing  committees,  and  surveyors  for  laying  out  lands,  and  passed 
by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  their  proceedings.  The  course  of  proceedino- 
was  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  proprietors  called  for  the  purpose  to  vote  a 
dividend  of  so  many  acres  to  a  share.  The  proprietor  woidd  then,  after 
fixing  upon  his  location,  call  upon  the  surveyor  and  committee  to  assign  him 
the  amount  of  his  dividend,  antl  make  return  of  it  in  writing  to  the  clerk, 
who  would  record  it  on  the  prc^prietors'  books,  and  this  would  constitute  his 
title.  A  transfei-  of  a  share  might  be  made  by  deed,  a  record  of  tlie  sale 
being  entered  in  the  proprietors'  buoks,  or  a  jierson  might  obtain  a  title  to 
lands  by  purchasing  of  a  proprietor  a  right  to  lay  out  a  certain  nun)ber  of 
acres  in  a  division  already  granted,  which  would  be  recorded  to  him  in  the 
same  manner  as  to  the  original  owner. 

The  grant  was  fust  made  tp  such  inhabitants  of  Kehoboth  as  held  a  fifty- 
pound  estate  and  upwards,  they  having  made  the  purchase;  but  in  1G70  all 
who  were  then  inhabitants  of  that  town  were  admitted  as  proprietors,  by 
entering  their  names,  as  appears  by  the  following  extract  from  a  court  order 
passed  October  7th,  1670  :  — 

"  "Whereas  the  lands  on  the  northerly  side  of  Kehoboth  now  sold  by  deed 
and  passed  over  to  the  pi-oprietors  of  that  town,  viz.,  to  all  that  hold  lands 
there  from  a  fifty  pounds  estate  and  upwards ;  yet  hji  nmtunj  agreement 
amongst  thcmsdces  all  the  inhabitants  were  taken  in  to  be  joint  purchasers,  it 
is  determined  that  tlie  names  of  such  as  were  not  comprehended  in  the  above 
mentioned  deed  shall  be  entered  in  their  town  records  and  in  the  public 
records  of  the  colony,  to  be,  if  they  desire  it,  as  full  and  equal  purchasers 
and  proprietors  in  those  lands  as  the  rest." 

These  lands  were  at  first  exempted  from  full  taxation,  "  to  accommodate 
the  poorer  sort  with  land  and  yet  so  as  not  to  oppress  them  as  much  other- 
wise." The  court  ordered  "  that  all  the  North  lands,  both  farms  and  else," 
should  be  taxed  in  a  rate  separate  from  the  town  of  Kehoboth,  and  should 
pay  thirty  shillings  in  a  £40  rate  to  the  colony,  and  in  the  same  proportion 
in  the  ministerial  and  other  charges,  '•  until  the  Court  shall  see  cause  other- 
wise to  dispose  concerning  them,  until  which  time  they  shall  be  and  remain 
within  the  Constablerick  of  the  township  of  Kehoboth."     October  7th,  1G70. 

The  proprietors  sometimes  exercised  legislative  powers,  which  were,  how- 
ever, to  some  extent,  authorized  by  statute  :  — 

June  10,  1707.  "Voted,  that  all  who  have  lands  laid  out  in  the  North 
Purchase  and  have  not  renewed  their  bounds  since  the  1st  of  IMarch  last, 
shall,  between  this  date  ami  the  last  of  September  next,  renew  the  same,  or 
forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  shillinrja  to  he  recovered  as  a  debt  due :  the  one  half  to 
the  hiforvier,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Projn-ictors^  any  one  of  whom  are 
author i'^cd  to  prosecute  this  act." 
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At  the  same  nieotiiig  it  was  ordered  that  all  the  timber  cut  on  the  undivided 
lands  should  be  forthwith  seized  ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  hear 
and  determine  by  what  right  it  was  cat,  and  if  found  without  good  ri'dit^ 
then  to  take  the  methods  of  tiie  law  in  that  case  provided. 

September  IG,  1707.  ''Voted  that  the  committee,  with  the  survevor^ 
shall  lay  out  all  needful  highways  for  the  Proprietors  in  said  Purcljase,  and 
make  restitution  to  persons  whose  lands  are  taken  for  this  purpose  in  an\' 
of  the  undivided  lands."  A  large  proportion  of  the  higiiways  in  this  town 
were  laid  out  by  the  proprietors,  accompanied  by  the  selectmen. > 

November,  1708."  The  proprietors  chose  a  committee  to  look  after  the 
northerly  liounds  of  their  purchase.  At  this  time  commenced  the  long  and 
tedious  contest'  about  the  northern  boundary  of  the  purchase  which  was 
the  Old  Colony  line.  The  subject  was  discussed  at  every  meeting,  and  com- 
mittees often  appointed  to  devise  means  of  protecting  the  rigiits  of  tiie  pur- 
chasers. Petitions  were  sent  to  the  General  Court,  counsel  were  employed  to 
defend  tlieir  riglils  ;  and  linally  a  petition  and  an  agent  wlm-c  sent  to  ICngland. 

July  21,  17U.  Voted,  "that  two  acres  of  land  on  the  hill  before  Mr. 
David  Freeman's,  where  the  Burying  place  now  is,  shall  be  laid  out  for  a 
Burying  place  for  Attleborough."  This  is  the  graveyard  near  the  village 
called  "  the  city." 

June  13,  1717.  "Voted  unanimously  that  Col.  Nath'l  Paine  Esq.  Mr. 
Richard  Waterman  Esq.  Lieut.  Anthony  Sprague,  Mr.  Dan.  Jenks,  and 
Mr.  Dan.  Smith  be  a  committee  to  see  to  the  Northerly  bounds,  herebv  f^ivin*'- 
them  full  power  to  act  in  all  respects  in  behalf  of  the  whole  Propriety  con- 
cerning running  the  line  between  Attleborough,  AVrentham,''  and  Dedham, 
where  it  ought  lawfully  to  be  stated  according  to  our  purchase  deed." 

July  14,  1717.  The  conuuittee  were  authorized  to  defend  all  suits  of  law 
"  that  may  be  commenced  by  any  person  or  persons  against  the  I'roprietv, 
and  to  empower  any  attorney  or  attornies  that  may  be  needful  for  advice  ; 
and  further  to  commence  any  action  or  actions  tliat  they  may  think  proper 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Propriety." 

November  2,  1720.  Voted,  "that  the  former  Committee  still  proceed 
with  their  Petitions  even  until  they  send  to  England  about  the  right  of  our 
uortheru  line  (if  they  cannot  be  heard  in  our  own  government),  and  that 
the  expense  be  paid  by  the  proprietors  according  to  their  several  interests." 

J  See  Ply.  JUc,  Vol.  -J,  1)3.  3.2,  3C,  37,  38,  30,  02,  G3,  77. 

'The  rustcominission  lor  sottriii<r  the  line  or  liouiularv  between  riymoutli  Jiiul  Masi^iicliuseUs  was 
»*suc.l  June  4,  lOSfl.    See  /'l,/.  /.■«•..  vol.  1,  i..  l-.*7.     (Given  at  hn-e  there.) 

•"Tlicwiuscof  the  dispute  was  the  erroneous  riinnin;,' of  the  line  hy  tlie  eoninilssioners  In  ](;« 1-04,  and 

le  afceptanrc  of  the  line  by  them.  From  that  time  a  eonirovcrsy  eonnnenceil  and  continued  for 
years  at  -real  expense.  Taunton  N.  1'.  and  Keh..lx.ih  N.  1'.  united  in  trying'  to  rectify  the  line,  but 
•J-i-stchuseiis  held  them  strictly  to  the  con)pact,  though  the  error  was  evblent. 

•  The  Waniimnoags'  territory  extended  Into  Wrentham,  etc.,  to  Cldckatawbafs  lands.  Sec  Clarke's 
IliM.  of  Xortou. 
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Voted,  "  tluil  oue  hundred  acres  of  undivided  land  be  sold  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  dpf ending  the  northern  line." 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  in  1752  the  clerk  was  authorijicd  to  sell  to  any 
of  the  proprietors  seventy-nine  and  one-half  acres  of  undivided  land  at  eirjht 
shillings  lairfid  money  ^>er  acre. 

Feb.  21,  172G-27.  Voted  "  that  any  person  or  persons  who  will  sue  for  our 
rights  in  the  land  challenged  by  Doi-chester  or  Stoughton,  Wrcnthani  and 
Bellingham,  and  to  the  South  of  Nat h.  Woodward  and  Solomon  Saffray's  line, 
and  on  the  north  of  the  town,  and  all  that  part  that  lieth  within  their  challenge, 
«hall  have  llu'  fourth  part  of  said  tract  if  they  recover  it  to  the  use  of  the 
Propriety."  IMajor  Leonard,  Esq.,  Captain  John  Foster,  and  Ensign  Daniel 
Peck  appeared  in  said  meeting  and  accepted  the  offer. 

It  is  not  often  tiiat  the  dull,  monotonous  pages  of  a  land  record  arc  enliv- 
ened by  tlie  poetic  effusions  of  a  rhymster,  but  tlie  record  books  of  the 
Rehoboth  North  Purchase  have  one  sucli  specimen,  constituting  the  founda- 
tion of  a  land  title.  In  these  days  there  lived  in  town  one  Joshua  Barrows,' 
.a  very  well  known  extempore  rhymster,  said  to  be,  however,  entirely  illiterate 
—  unable  either  to  read  or  write.  He  was  eccentric  in  his  habits  and  quite  a 
poetizer,  of  whose  productions  many  specimens  were  long  remonbered,  and 
■of  whose  wit  and  eccentricity  tradition  long  preserved  numerous  amusing 
anecdotes.  His  productions  were  sometimes  satirical  and  personal  as  well 
as  humorous.  He  seems  to  have  sutTered  the  common  fate  of  poets,  poverty. 
He  appeared  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  June  5,  1727,  and  presented  a 
petition  in  rhyme,  begging  for  a  donation  foi"  himself  of  some  of  the  undivided 
lauds.  The  petition  is  spread  on  the  records  of  the  propriety  at  full  length, 
and  is  as  follows  :  — 

Your  Honors  now  1  do  inijilore 
To  reail  my  poor  petition; 
I  liope  your  liearts  will  open  be 
To  pity  my  condition. 

Ten  acres  of  the  Common  Land 
I  pray  that  you  would  i^ivc; 
Then  thankful  I  will  be  to  you 
:  As  long  as  I  do  live. 

Such  a  kindness,  I  must  confess, 
From  you  1  don't  deserve; 
But  when  in  health,  I  freely  work  — 
Why  should  you  let  me  starve? 

From  day  to  day  my  daily  bread 
I  get  it  by  my  sweat; 
But  to  my  sorrow,  I  beg  and  borrow 
AVhon  sickness  doth  me  let. 


'Son  of  John  IJan-ows  of  Plymoiitli,  who  liad  several  sons,  licnalli,  Josliua,  etc. 
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No  more  in  rhyme  here  at  this  time, 
No  more  I  have  at  liaiul. 
And  so  I'll  eiul,  your  faithful  friend 
And  servant  to  command, 

Joshua  ]$aurow's. 
Attleborougu,  June  5tb  172". 

The  prayer  of  this  petition  our  goocl-humored  forefathers  could  not  refuse. 
"Upon  the  hearing  of  the  aforesaid  petition  of  Joshua  Barrows,  there  were 
sundry  persons  in  said  meeting,  which  were  proprietors,  which  gave  him  laud 
to  take  up  tipon  tiicir  riglits  —  their  names  are  as  followeth,"  etc.  — making  in 
the  whole  tliirteeu  acres,  which  were  laid  out  and  recorded  to  him. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  a  committee  that  an  agent  was  actually 
employed  in  England  to  defend  their  boundaries.     In  their  account  are  the 

following  items  :  — 

£    8.  a. 

Paid  for  silver  money  to  send  to  Enj^latid 21    17    G 

Paid  to  Nath.   Brown  for  carrying  the  money  to  Boston  to  send 

to  England .' 2    02    G 

To  expense  at  Providence  when  both  committees  met  there  to 
wait  on  Gov.  Jencks,  and  writini:  to  send  to  England 
after  his  return  from  England,  &c.  »^c 1      7    6 

Jan.  3,  1750-51.  "Chose  Col.  Thomas  Bowen,  Maj.  John  Foster  and 
Capt.  .Samuel  Tyler  a  committee,  fully  empowering  them  to  prepare  a  petition 
praying  the  General  Court  tliat  some  effectual  method  may  be  taken  for  the 
perfecting  of  a  straight  line  from  the  middle  of  Accord  Pond  (so  called)  west- 
ward to  that  station  whicli  is  throe  English  miles  south  of  the  southernmost 
part  of  Charles  River,  agreeable  ^  to  a  settlement  made  by  the  Government  of 
New  Plymouth  and  the  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1610."- 

Sept.  26,  1751.  "Made  choice  of  James  Otis,^  of  Boston,  and  John 
Foster  of  Attleborough,  Esqrs.  a  committee  in  addition  to  Benjamin  Day 
and  Nathaniel  Smith  (chosen  at  a  former  meeting,)  to  present  a  petition  to 
be  heard  at  the  General  Court  at  their  next  session,  and  to  pursue  said  petition 
until  it  is  fully  determined  by  said  Court ;  and  to  petition  anew  if  need  be,  to 
have  the  line  settled  on  the  northerly  part  of  our  Purchase." 

May  19,  1752.  "  Chose  a  committee  and  gave  them  full  power  to  eject 
any  person  or  persons  out  of  the  possession  of  those  lands  they  have  pos- 
f^cssed  themselves  of,  within  the  North  Purchase  Grant,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Proprietors,  as  also  full  power  to  sue  and  pursue  any  action  brought 
for  the  purpose,  to  final  judgment  and  execution." 

^lay  27,  1754.  The  committees  of  Rehobolh  North  Purchase  and  Taunton 
North  Purchase  entered  into  an  agreement  to  commence  actions  of  ejectment 

'  8«'e  aKrocnieiit  of  Massacliusetts  and  Plynioutli  on  the  boundaries,  Ply.  Col.  Laws,  i>.  33"). 
'  ^or  fulliM-  description  of  controversy  see  Mis.  chapter. 
'  Was  this  James  Otis  the  celebrated  orator? 
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against  persons  who  had  intruded  upon  their  respective  purcliascs,  the  costs  to 
be  borne  equally  by  the  two  proprieties. 

Divisions  of  land  in  tlie  North  Purchase  have  been  made  among  the  pro- 
prietors at  different  times,  as  follows  :  — 

1  A  divisiou  of  50  acres  to  a  sliare  was  granted  ISfaroIi  IS,  l(J6>!-9  J 
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The  most  valuable  parts  of  this  purcliasc  were  taken  up  by  these  divisions 
many  years  since.  A  small  but  broken  aiid  unproductive  fragment,  and  the 
last  remnant  of  this  common  and  undivided  land,  still  remained  on  Cutting's 
Plain  (so  called)  on  the  road  from  East  Attlel)orough  at  the  time  this  history 
was  first  published  (1834),  but  since  that  time  it  lias  all  been  divided. 

From  their  records  and  the  extracts  which  have  been  made,  it  appears  that 
the  proprietors  made  their  own  regulations,  gave  their  own  titles  to  lands,  and 
in  fact  enacted  all  their  laws  relative  to  the  ownership  and  tlie  original  con- 
veyance of  lands  included  in  their  purchases. 

NAMES    OF   THE    CLERKS    OF    THE    rUOPRIETY. 

William  Carpenter,  Jr.,  chosen  May  17, 1GS2 
Daniel  Smith  „        May  31,  1703 

Noah  CARrENTER  „      April  23,  1724 

•  John  Robhin.s,  Jr.  „         May  1, 1752 

John  Daggett  „         Dec.  9, 17G3 

Ebenezkr  Daggett  „         July  1,1793 

He  continued  till  his  death,  March  4,  1832.  Lucas  Daggett  was  chosen 
May  10,  1S33,  and  was  the  last  of  the  clerks  of  the  propriety. 

The  last  record  of  the  laying  out  of  common  or  proprietors'  land  is  by 
Lucas  Daggett,  Clerk,  :March  15,  1839.  lie  laid  out  to  Hartford  Ide  "01 
rods  of  land,  more  or  less." 

INDIAN    WAR. 

The  few  events  connected  with  this  war  which  occurred  here  should  not 
be  omitted  in  the  history  of  the  town. 

The  peaceful  regions  which  we  now  inliabit  once  resounded  with  the  shrill 
and  terrible  warwhoop  of  the  Indian.  These  fields  and  woods,  these  hill-^ 
and  vales  were  once  trod  by  tlie  wild  hunters  of  the  forest.     Tliev  were  the 
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doniftiu  of  anotlier  nice  of  men,  who  have  long  since  passed  tiway  and  are 
known  only  by  the  brief  histories  and  scattered  relics  which  their  conciuerurs 
ha\x'  preserved.  But  whatever  relates  to  them  is  interesting.  Thev  were  dis- 
tiuguished  by  many  peculiarities.  They  had  their  savage  vices,  but  i)ossessed 
at  the  same  time  their  savage  virtues.     They  were  hardy,  l)old,  and  warlike. 

The  most  important  and  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the  colony  was  the 
Indian  war  of  167o-7G.  This  was  a  gloomy  and  fearful  period  to  these 
infant  settlements.  The  hour  of  their  destruction  .seemed  to  be  drawing 
nigh.  They  were  a  scattered  people  —  spreading  over  a  wide  extent  of 
territory  — peculiarly  exposed  in  their  lives  and  property  to  Indian  depi'eda- 
tious.  The  approaching  contest  required  all  the  imtience,  fortitude,  and  cour- 
age which  men  are  ever  called  to  exercise.  They  iiad  to  contend  against  fear- 
ful odds.  Nearly  all  the  New  England  tribes,  embracing  many  thousand 
warriors,  had  combined  for  their  destruction,  guided  by  the  matchless  genius 
of  a  chief  versed  in  all  the  arts  of  savage  warfaie.  It  was  a  war  of  exter- 
mination—  a  contest  for  victory  in  which  there  was  no  quarter,  no  mercv. 

In  April,  IG7G,  the  Indians,  having  suffered  several  severe  defeats  in  a 
body,  adopted  a  rjcw  mode  of  warfare,  and  dispersed  themselves  in  small 
parties  over  the  country,  burning,  killing,  and  destroying  wherever  opportunity 
offered.  Among  other  outrages  they  attacked  AVoodcock's  gairis(jH,  "  killed 
one  man,  and  one  of  Woodcock's  sons,  and  Avounded  another,  and  burnt  the 
sou's  house."  Some  circumstances  connected  with  this  event  ai)pcar  to  have 
been  accurately  preserved  by  tradition,  from  which  and  other  sources  aie 
gathered  the  following  particulars  :  — 

His  sons  were  at  work  in  a  cornfield  near  the  house.  The  Indians  con- 
cealed in  a  wood  adjoining  this  field  —  now  tlie  meadow  on  the  east  of  the 
turnpike  below  the  bridge  — approached  to  its  borders  and  suddenly  lired  upon 
them.  The  workmen  fled  to  the  garrison,  leaving  the  dead  body  on  tlie  field. 
The  Indians,  to  gratify  their  spite  against  the  family,  cut  off  the  son's  head, 
stuck  it  on  a  long  pole,  which  they  set  up  on  a  hill  at  some  distance  in  front 
of  the  house,  and  in  full  view  of  the  family,  to  aggravate  their  feelinos  as 
much  as  possible.  From  this  time  Woodcock  swore  never  to  makepeace  with 
the  Indians.  He  ever  after  hunted  tlicm  like  wild  beasts.  He  was  a  man  of 
resolute  and  determined  character,  and  tradition  says  that  not  a  few  fell  vic- 
tnus  to  his  vengeance  and  a  sacrifice  to  the  manes  of  his  murdered  .son. 

This  attack  was  in  April.  The  body  of  his  son  (whose  name  was  Natlian- 
iel)  was  buried  on  the  spot  where  he  fell,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  yard, 
which  has  ever  since  been  reserved  for  a  burying  ground.  This  attack  was 
JU  all  probability  between  the  date  of  Pierce's  fight,  March  26th,  and  April 
2Gth,  1G76,  and  after  the  attack  on  Wrentham,  when  the  town  was  burnt. 

ANoodcock's  son  Natiianiel,  as  already  mentioned,  and  a  son-in-law  were 
Killed,  and  one  of  his  sons  was  severely  wounded  by  several  bullets  in  both 
shoulders. 
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A  detail  of  six  soldiers  had  been  sent  to  this  garrison  for  its  protection  by 
the  Plymouth  government,  as  may  be  seen  by  Woodcock's  petition  to  the 
General  Court  on  this  page.  They  had  been  temporarily  withdrawn  for 
service  elsewhere,  leaving  him  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  and  in 
great  danger  from  these  roving  Indians.  There  were  only  fourteen  i^ersons 
living  in  his  settlement  at  the  time,  consisting  of  his  sons  and  daughters  and 
sons-in-law,  and  including  two  or  tliree  others  ;  and  probably  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Rocket,  whose  signature  as  a  witness  appears  on  several  instruments, 
was  one  of  tiiem. 

Under  these  circumstances  Woodcock  applies  to  the  authorities  for  aid  and 
protection  from  both  colonies.  In  his  account  he  refers  to  his  own  losses 
and  to  the  damage  which  AVrentham  had  already  sustained  by  an  attack  of  the 
Indians.  His  statements  must  be  regarded  as  authentic  and  true,  while  tliey 
correct  some  mistakes  of  early  historians.  (Ancient  accounts  fix  the  date 
incorrectly  iu  May.)  He  entreats  the  government  to  send  him  a  surgeon  to 
dress  the  wounds  of  his  son,  and  thinks  it  might  be  safe  for  him  if  he  came 
in  the  night  time  ;  and  he  also  begs  that  tliey  would  send  him  half  a  dozen 
soldiers  to  man  his  garrison  and  supply  the  place  of  those  who  had  been 
stationed  there  before,  but  had  been  suddenly  withdrawn. 

The  following  is  the  petition  :  — 
Honored  Cover,  ami  Coiiiuil. 

I  make  bold  to  inform  your  Plonors  how  God'.s  afllic-livc  hand  is  upon  me  and  my  family. 
God  has  been  pleased  to  f^nve  the  heathen  comn)ission  to  break  in  upon  us,  who  liavc  slain  two 
of  my  family,  and  another  of  my  sons  sorely  woun<led,  shot  with  several  bullets  iu  the 
shoulders—  but  in  the  midst  of  these  our  alllictions  (Jud  hath  shown  us  Marcv  — I  was  encour- 
aged by  our  authority  to  keep  my  station,  but  of  a  sutlden  they  were  i)lcaved  to  call  otl"  my 
garrison  soldiers,  not  giving  me  any  warning,  and  I  am  in  a  very  great  strait  what  to  do  — we 
are  but  14  of  us  and  but  .-ix  that  bare  arms  — and  most  of  us  »\ck.  I  woidd  intreat  your 
Honors  to  consider  our  aHlicted  condition  to  send  me  some  assistance  for  the  present  till'  my 
family  is  able  to  draw  oil  —  and  as  my  house  and  family  have  been  serviceabl..  to  the  Country, 
I  desire  I  may  not  be  forgotten  by  both  Colonies,  but  would  intreat  vour  Honors  to  send  nic 
half  a  dozen  men  to  relieve  my  fandly,  for  if  I  were  able  to  go  away  I  could  not  carry  my 
provisions  away  with  me.  1  have  near  a  hundred  bushels  of  corn  in  my  house  besides  other 
provisions  — and  1  bless  God  for  it.  and  am  very  loth  to  go  away  and  leave  it  to  the  heathen. 
AVe  do  judge  there  is  not  above  twelve  or  sixteen  Indians  that  have  done  all  this  evil  to  our 
neighbors  at  Wrentham  —  and  J  would  intreat  your  Jlonors  to  send  me  a  surireon  to  dress  my 
wounded  son.  I  hope  there  is  no  danger  to  come  if  they  come  by  night.  Not  to  trouble  you 
any  further  at  present,  begging  your  prayers,  hoping  God  will  move  vour  hearts  with 
compassion  siieedily  to  send  us  some  relief— so  I  rest  Yours  to  serve  in  what  I  may 
April  the  201  h  John  Woodcock 

I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  what  diarge  will  come  upon  me. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  learn  Avhat  effect  tiiis  petition  for  assistance  had 
upon  the  honorable  gentlemen  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

At  a  meetin-  of  the  Council  hel.l  at  Bo>ton.  17th  of  .fune  ICTC,  at  8  of  the  clock  — 
The  Council  beiii- informed  that  the  Indians  are  skidking  to  and  a-ain  about  Wrentham, 
Woodcock's,  (or  .Mount  Hope.)  and  have  of  late  done  ndschicf  to  the  Knglish.     It  is  ordered 
that  the  Major  of  Sullolk  issue  out  his  orders  forthwith  for  such  a  partv  as  he  judgeth  it  lit 
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and  necessary  to  rci)air  to  Dcdliain  on  2d  day  next  early,  and  ran;,'C  the  woods  to  and  aj^ain  for 
the  di>covery,  distrosshii,'  and  dt^troyiu','  of  the  enemy  where  ere  tliey  lind  them,  —  conimitlinf,^ 
the  eonchict  of  that  party  to  wliom  he  sees  mete,  ordering  it  that  each  soldier  he  compleatly 
armed  witli  lire  arms  and  ammunition  and  provisions  for  four  days. 

PAST  »Y  TiiK  Council, 

Enw.  Kawsox  Skct'y. 

iNSTKucriONS  von  cApr.  tuomas  iuiatts. 

Ordered  to  lake  20  of  liis  troops  witii  such  ofticcrs  as  he  may  elioose,  and  an  ollicer  and  ten 
troopers  of  Lieut,  llalley's  troope  and  march  to  Dedham.  where  are  orderetl  to  i)e  an  ollicer 
and  IS  foot  soldiers  mounted,  from  l)orclie>t(r,  (5  from  IJoxbury,  and  24  from  Dedliam  with 
an  officer,  all  ai>pointed  to  he  at  Dedham  the  rendevous  this  day  at  4  P.M. 

So. 

You  are  to  march  with  your  troopers  and  dragoons  to  be  at  John  Woodcock's  by  midnight 
wiiere  you  shall  meet  with  an  Indian  Pylot  and  liis  tile  of  musketeers,  which  pylot  lias  engaged 
to  bring  you  upon  riiillip  and  his  company  who  are  not  above  ."JO  men  ns  lie  sailh,  and  not  10 
miles  from  "Woodcock's.  Re  sure  to  secure  your  pilot  to  prevent  falsehooil  and  escape.  In 
case  you  meet-  not  with  a  pylot  at  Woodcock's  you  are  to  send  to  Mr.  Newman  at  Jtdioljotii 
and  let  liim  know  of  your  being  theix'. 

Whether  Woodcock  oblained  the  surgeon  is  not  known,  or  the  six  men 
permauently,  but  we  may  presume  he  did,  from  tliis  prompt  attention  —  for 
those  times  of  slow  conveyance  of  news  or  needs  —  paid  to  his  petition  for 
assistance  against  the  "  skulking  Indians,"  at  that  special  crisis.  These 
were  certainly  perilous  times. 

Piekce's  FiGiir. — This  town  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  severe, 
bloody,  and  fatal  battles  fought  during  the  war.  It  took  place  on  Sunday, 
March  26th,  1G76,  in  that  part  whicli  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  near  the 
Rlackstone  River.     The  place  is  still  pointed  out. 

The  government  of  Plymouth,  fearing  that  their  settlements  would  be  again 
attacked,  after  so  many  outrages  had  been  committed  in  ^Massachusetts, 
ordered  out  a  company  for  their  defence,  consisting  of  sixty-three  Englisli- 
men  •  and  twenty  Cape  Indians,-  under  the  command  of  Captain  Michael  Pierce, 
of  Scituate.  lie  immediately  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity.  He  rendezvoused  at  the  garrison  in  Reiioboth 
on  Saturday  night.  The  next  day,  "  having  intelligence  in  his  Garrison  at 
Seaconicke  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  lay  near  ]\Ir.  Rlackstone's,  he  went 
forth  with  63  English  and  20  Cape  Indians,"  and  soon  discovered  four  or  five 
Indians  in  a  piece  of   woods   who  pretended  to  be  lame  and  wounded,  but 

'  Fifty  was  tlie  niiml)cr  onicrcil  l)Ul  tlicy  received  sonic  recruits  wliUc  at  Kcliobolli. 

'Till?  .iccouiit  iliiVers  in  some  respects  from  tliat  plven  by  Chun-li,  who  states  tliat  there  were  only 
fifty  whites  and  twenty  Cape  (lullaiis.  According  to  Newman's  account  there  were  llfty-two  En;,'lish 
killed,  .so  there  must  li.lvc  liceu  more  in  the  hattle.  I  have  relied,  for  the  most  ol  the  particulars  In 
llilg  doscrlptloii,  on  a  "  Continued  Account  of  the  Blooily  Imllnii  War  from  March  till  Au;,'ust  ICTC," 
now  In  the  hands  of  Mr.  S.  c;.  Drake,  lloslon.  It  was  published  In  Loudon  the  same  yenr,  and 
toni.ilns  ft  minute  and  apparcnily  accurate  detail  of  this  hattle  ami  mnny  of  the  «)thcr  Important 
events  of  the  war.  One  volume  (the  ."iliovc  nientloneil),  contjilnlng  three  or  four  letters,  has  liecn 
lately  discovered,  and  was  never  reprinteil  In  this  country.  Tills  note  has  been  almost  unchan^ted 
'bice  1834.    Therefore  refers  to  that  time.  —  EunuK. 
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proved  to  be  decoys  to  lend  the  whites  into  ambuscade,  for  they  soon  dis- 
covered five  hundred  more  of  the  enemy.  The  Indian  force  in  this  liattle 
•was  commanded  by  Canonchet,  a  Narragansett  chief,  who  was  soon  after 
taken  prisoner  and  executed. 

Pierce,  though  aAvare  of  their  superiority  of  numbers,  courageously  pur- 
sued them  when  they  began  to  retreat  slowly ;  but  there  soon  appeared 
another  company  of  four  hundred  Indians,  who  were  now  able  completely  to 
surround  him.  A  party  of  the  enemy  were  stationed  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  to  ]))-event  the  ICnglish  crossing  ;  they  weie  tluis  attacked  in 
front  and  rear  l)y  an  overwhelming  force.  Thus  all  chance  of  retreat  and 
all  hope  of  escape  were  cut  off.  This  was  a  most  trying  moment.  lUit  there 
was  no  flinching  —  no  (piailing.  Each  one  knew  th:it  in  all  human  proba- 
bility he  must  die  on  that  field,  and  that  too  under  the  most  appalling  circum- 
stances, by  the  hand  of  a  merciless  enemy  who  sought  their  extermination. 
But  bravely  and  nobly  did  they  submit  to  their  fate.  Each  one  resolved  to 
do  his  duty  and  sell  his  life  at  the  dearest  rate.  They  were  truly,  "  The 
hopeless  warriors  of  a  willing  doom."  Wounds  and  death  were  alike  in  the 
hands  of  such  a  foe.  'I'he  wounded  must  be  reckoned  with  the  killed.  At 
such  a  time  the  awful  warwhoop  of  the  Indian  would  have  sent  a  thrill  of 
terror  to  the  hearts  of  any  but  brave  men. 

At  this  critical  juncture  Captain  Pierce  made  an  exceedingly  judicious 
movement.  He  formed  his  men  iiito  a  circle,  back  to  back,  with  four  spaces 
between  each  iuan,  —  thus  enlarging  the  circle  to  its  greatest  extent,  —  pre- 
senting a  front  to  the  enemy  in  every  direction  and  necessaiily  scattering 
their  fire  over  a  greater  surface  ;  whilst  the  Indians  stood  in  a  deep  circle, 
one  behind  another,  forming  a  compact  mass  and  presenting  a  front  where 
every  shot  must  take  effect.  In  the  words  of  the  account  just  referred  to  iu 
the  note,  "  Capt.  Pierce  cast  his  men  into  a  ring,  and  fought  back  to  back, 
and  were  double-double  distance  all  in  one  ring,  whilst  the  Indians  were  as 
thick  as  they  could  stand  thirty  deep."  lie  thus  made  a  brave  resistance  for 
two  hours  —  all  the  while  keeping  the  enemy  at  a  distance  and  his  own  men 
iu  perfect  order — and  kept  up  a  constant  and  destiuctive  fire  upon  the 
Indians.  But  no  courage  or  skill  could  prevail  in  sucii  an  unequal  contest 
or  longer  resist  such  a  force.  At  last,  overpowered  by  numbers,  Captain 
Pierce  ami  fifty-live  English  and  ten  Cape  Indians  were  slain  on  the  spot. 
"  which  in  such  a  cause  and  upon  such  disadvantage  may  certainly  be  styled 
the  bf^d  of  honor."  •  .  lint  this  victory  was  gained  at  a  great  sacrifice.  The 
Indians  lost  as  many,  not  counting  women  and  children,  as  in  the  great 
swamp  fight  at  Narragansett,  which  loss  was  computed  at  over  three  hundred. 
Other  authorities  state  the  number  as  140,  which  in  all  probability  is  more 
nearly  correct. 


>  Accorilliig  to  Newman  the  number  shiln  was  llfty-lwo  ICiigllsli  anil  eleven  Cape  Indlan.H. 
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Hubbard  states  that  when  Captain  Pierce  found  ^vllat  danger  he  was  in  he 
sent  a  messenger  to  Providence  Un-  assistance  ;  but  the  message  not  being 
delivered  at  once,  the  needed  aid  could  not  be  furnished  in  time.  A  tradition 
in  Seckonk  savs  a  message  was  sent  ])y  Pierce  before  he  left  the  garrison 
there  by  a  man  who  "  attended  meeting"  in  Providence.  Not  arriving  until 
after  the  service  had  begun,  he  failed  to  deliver  his  letter  to  the  captain  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  either  from  ignorance  of  its  contents  or  "  some  other 
unaccountable  cause,"  and  so  Captain  Pierce  and  his  handful  of  men  had  to 
fioht  their  desperate  and  bloody  light  alone.  The  captain,  it  is  said,  fell 
^'"earlier  than  many  others,"  and  Amos,  "one  of  his  friendly  Indians," 
bravely  and  honorably  stood  by  his  commander's  side  and  fought  "  unlil 
affairs"  had  become  utterly  desperate,"  and  then  made  his  escape  "  by 
blackening  his  face  with  powder,"  in  imitation  of  the  enemy. 

Bliss  re'c-ounts  the  escape  by  strategy  of  several  of  these  Indians.  "One 
being  closely  pursued  by  a  hostile  Indian,  souglit  shelter  behind  a  large  rock. 
Thus  the  two  were  watching  in  awful  suspense  to  shoot  each  other.  But 
Capt.  Pierce's  Indian,  putting  his  cap  on  the  end  of  his  gun,  raised  it  to 
the  view  of  his  enemy,  who  immediately  tired  at  the  cap,  and  the  next 
riioment  was  shot  dead  by  the  friendly  Indian.  Another  in  his  flight,  pre- 
tended to  pursue  an  Englishman  with  an  uplifted  tomahawk,  holding  it  in 
threatening  attitude  above  his  head,  and  tlms  escaped.  A  third,  being 
closely  pursued,  took  shelter  behind  the  roots  of  a  large  tree  that  had  been 
lately' turned  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  hostile  Indian,  coming  up  upon  the 
opposite  side,  was  lying  in  wait  to  shoot  him  on  his  deserting  his  station, 
when  the  friendly  Indian,  boring  a  hole  through  his  broad  shield,  unobserved 
bv  the  other,  shot  him  dead." 

'  An  important  letter,  written  the  day  after  the  battle,  the  original  copy  of 
which  is  in  the  librarv  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester, 
gives  some  facts  with  regard  to  this  fight  which  may  be  taken  as  authentic, 
.as  it  was  written  by  the  Pev.  Xoah  Newman,  the  second  minister  of 
Kehoboth,  to  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Plymouth. 

llKUOnOTn,  27  of  the  first, i  'TO. 
Jieverend  and  clear  tSir,  ,  ,  ,  ,      i  .•         * 

I  receivca  vours  dute.l  the  20th  of  this  in.stant  svhc-rciu  you  guvc  me  !i  doleful  relation  ol 
Avhut  ha.l  happened  with  vou,  and  what  a  di>tiessin-  Sal.hath  you  liad  passed.  I  have  now, 
accordin-  to  the  words  of  vour  own  letter,  an  opportunity  to  retaliate  your  aecount  with  a 
relation  of  wlial  ve>ter.lav  happene.l  to  the  great  sa-l.lenin-  of  our  hearts,  nlhng  us  witli  an 
<nrf>,l  expeetation  of  what  further  evils  it  may  he  auteeedaneous  to,  hoth  respecting  oursehes 
and  vou.  Upon  the  25th  of  tliis  instant.  ( 'apt.  IMeree  went  forth  with  a  small  party  ot  his  men 
and  Iudiaii>  with  him.  and  upon  .li>e.,verini:  the  enemy  fou-ht  him,  without  damage  to  hiiioclf, 
nnd  jud-ed  that  he  had  eonsi.lerablv  danmilied  them.  Yet  he.  being  of  no  great  foree.  chose 
rather  to  retreat  and  go  out  the  next  morning  with  a  recruit  of  men.  And  aeeordingly  he  did, 
taking  pilots  from  us,  that  were  aciuainted  with  the  ground.  But  it  pleased  the  Soverign 
<iod  so  to  order  it,  that  they  were  eu.losed  with  a  great  multitude  of  the  enemy,  which  hath 

■  I 

'  Old  Slvle,  Marcli  first  uioiUli. 
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slain  fifty-two  of  our  En,^Iis].,nen,  and  eleven  Indians.    TI.e  aeconnt  of  their  nan.es  is  -.s  fol 
lows,      l-ron.   Scituate,  ei^dileen,   of    whom    liflecn    were    .Iain     vi/    (Wnt     l-i    •'      J 
IU.s.eii.  Ijenjannn  Chi,t.nden,  John  Lothn.p,  (..-shon.  Do.IsoIk  siu:^;  V^i  T      :  ;  ^^^^ 
Joseph  A   ade    M  dha.n   Wileo.ne.  .Teren.iah    I^.r.stow,  John    Ensign.  Joseph  ^^Zi^n    1l"'lu 
Perry  John  Jiowse,  [Ko^e]  Marsh.ield.  nine  shdn,  -Thon.as  i.i„le:John  E  n  ..  jj  e    ",  W 
John  Burrows    Joseph  Phillips,  Samuel  P.un.p.  John  Low,  More  — ,  John  lirau  D  ,' 

Thus  sir,  you  have  a  sad  aeeount  of  the  eo„ti„uanee  of  (Jod's  displeasure  a'^-iinst  us-  v^f 
s^l  I  des,re  steadfastly  to  look  unto  him.  who  is  not  only  ahle  l.ut  willi^;  o  s  ^H  ud,-? 
are  nt  for  h>s  salva  ,on  It  is  a  day  of  the  wicked's  tryun.ph,  hut  the  san^^  word  o/ol  til 
us  h,s  tryun.phm,^  ,s  hrief.    O  that  we  n.ay  not  len.dhen  i,  out  bv  our  sins.    The  1  .  r    hein 


Our  Extremity  is  God's  ojiiiortunitj 
•ts  to 

Your  ever  assured  friend, 


w";;::fr;u','r""' '"'"'* '•''"'' '  •^"■'-  '■"'""'•  »">'  -■•"  -"■"^"■i  '"«->» »» - 


Noah  Newman. 
It  is  asto.iishiug  to  modern  readers  that  the  soldiers  of  the  colonies,  after 
so  much  experience  of  Indian  warfare,  should-  suffer  themselves  to  l,e  so 
often  surprised  and  led  into  a.ubuscades.  They  had  l)ut  little  dillicultv  in 
subdmtig  the  enemy  in  anything  like  an  open  light,  which  tlie  enemy  al-wavs 
avoided,  If  possible  ;  but  their  principal  losses  occurred  when  and  where  thev 
incautiously  „,arched  into  the  Indians'  ambuscades.  It  was  a  constant  mode 
of  warfare,  and  yet  hardly  a  captain  who  led  out  his  forces  a.^iinst  this 
enemy  did  not  s.tffer  a  defeat  or  great  loss  by  a  sudden  surprise  of  his  wilv 
foe.  It  seems  to  us  at  this  distance  of  time  that  there  was  a  constant  ne<dect 
of  proper  caution  in  this  respect  on  the  part  of  the  colonists  in  their  freouent 
contests  with  the  natives. 

This  was  the  sorest  defeat  which  the  colony  of  Plymouth  suffered  dt.rincx 
the  war  and  caused  great  distress  everywhere,  for  the  numbers  lost  amo.tnted 
to  about  one  third  of  its  regular  force.  According  to  Church,  not  a  sin^^ie 
white  man  retur.,ed  from  this  bloody  and  fatal  battlefield;  but  accordin-^^to 
Newman,  fifty-two  of  the  sixty-three  were  killed,  so  some  must  have  escaped 
As  soon  as  the  Rehoboth  people  received  information  of  the  dan-erous 
situation  of  Captain  Pierce,  they  dispatched  a  compa.iy  to  his  assishince, 
who  arrived  in  season  only  to  perforin  the  last  ollices  to  the  dead  bodies  of 
their  countrymen. 

_  The  courage  and  resolution  displayed  on  this  occasion  deserve  commenda- 
tion.    These  brave  soldiers  were  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  colony,  for 

•These  two  wore  from  Rehobotl..    The  letter  .lo„btIc.«  contained  two  other  names.  John  Read 

Fo;,."on    ?"        .""■'"""•  "^  ""^  '''''  '^"^'•■■•^"  »"   '^^•""'-"'   — '=*  -  slat,    o„  t     t   "y! 
fourteen  names  oidy  are  K'iven  from  Scituate.  ^ 
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whose  defence  they  had  thus  sacrificed  their  lives.  They  were  takeu  bv  sur- 
prise and  completely  surrounded  by  a  force  ten  times  tiieir  superior  in  num- 
bers. Pierce  was  a  bold  and  adventurous  man —  fear  formed  no  part  of  liis 
character.  His  men  partook  of  his  courage.  They  pushed  forward,  perhaps 
imprudently  —  and  thus  fell  into  the  snare  which  their  enemy  had  prepared 
for  theju.  Considering  tiie  numbers  engaged,  it  was  doubtless  the  most 
warmly  and  closely  contested  of  all  the  engagements  which  took  place  during 
that  eventful  period  between  the  while  and  the  red  men.  At  the  lowest  esti- 
mate two  hundred,  and  according  to  others  nearly  four  hundred,  were  killed 
on  both  sides.  History  has  recorded  with  applause  every  feat  of  bravery 
when  performed  on  a  more  conspicuous  station,  whilst  it  has  often  over- 
looked the  humble  though  equally  meritorious  exploit.  It  requires  more 
true  courage  to  die  on  such  a  field  with  such  a  foe  than  on  the  plains  of 
Waterloo,  amid  "the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war."  All  his- 
torians should  call  these  men  truly  In-ave  men,  and  laud  them  in  no  measured 
terms,  for  this  was  a  most  fearful  encounter,  and  they  met  their  deaths  like 
heroes. 

The  following  adventure,  in  which  "Old  Woodcock"  was  engaged,  is 
abridged  from  a  communication  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collection, 
furnished  by  the  research  of  the  late  Dr.  3[ann,  formerly  of  Wreutham.  It 
rests  upon  the  authority  of  tiadition,  but  appears  to  be  well  authenticated. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Kocket,  iu  searching  for  a  stray  horse,  discovered 
a  train  of  forty-two  Indians,  about  sunset.  From  their  appearance  he  sus- 
pected they  intended  to  attack  the  settlement  at  Wrentham  the  next  morning, 
after  the  men  had  dispersed  to  their  work ;  he  therefore  followed  them 
secretly  till  they  halted  for  the  night,  when  he  liastily  returned  to  the  settle- 
ment and  gave  notice  to  the  inhabitants.  A  consultation  was  held,  at  which 
it  was  agreed  to  attack  the  Indians  early  the  next  morning.  A  companv  of 
thirteen,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Ware,  was  hastily  collected  from 
Wrentham  and  the  vicinity,  who,  having  secured  the  women  and  children 
and  the  infirm  in  the  garrison,  set  out  for  the  Indian  encampment,  wliere 
they  arrived  just  before  daylight,  and  were  posted  within  a  short  distance, 
with  orders  to  reserve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  began  to  decamp. 

Between  daylight  and  sunrise  the  Indians  suddenly  rose  from  their  resting 
places,  when,  upon  a  signal  given,  a  general  discharge  was  made,  which 
threw  them  into  the  utmost  consternation.  Some,  iu  their  confusion,  while 
attempting  to  escape,  leaped  down  a  precipice  of  rocks  from  ten  to  twenty 
f*-'ct  in  height,  and  some  of  the  fugitives  were  overtaken  and  slain.  Two  of 
them,  who  were  closely  pursued,  attempted  to  conceal  themselves  in  ••31111 
R«-ook,"  where  they  were  found  and  killed.  It  is  related  that  one  Woodcock 
discharged  his  long  musket,  called  in  those  days  a  buccaneer,  at  a  fugitive 
J'Hlian  at  the  distance  of  eighty  rods,  and  broke  his  thigh  bone  and  then 
l^nied  him. 
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The  number  of  Indians  killed  was' from  twenty  to  twenty-four,  and  not 
one  of  the  whites.  'J'he  place  where  this  bold  adventuii;  occuired  is  in  that 
part  of  the  ancient  AVrentliain  wliieh  is  now  Franklin.  The  large  rock  where 
the  Indians  were  encamped  is  to  this  day  called  Indian  Hock.  The  time  is 
not  certainly  ascertained  ;  but  it  was,  without  much  douljt,  in  the  spring  or 
summer  of  1G76,  when  the  Indian  forces  were  dispersed  in  parties  throughout 
the  country.  Very  probably  it  was  soon  after  the  attack  on  Woodcock's 
bouse  and  by  the  same  iiaity. 

This  man  Koeket,  who  was  the  means  of  obtaining  this  victory  over  the 
enemy,  was  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  original  government  deed  of  the 
Eehoboth  North  Purchase.  He  used,  it  is  said,  to  take  his  family  to  meeting 
ten  miles  to  Kehoboth  or  live  miles  to  Wrentliain,  over  the  rough  tracks  — 
they  were  hardly  roads  —  uf  those  early  days,  but  in  what  manner  we  cannot 
be  certain.  January  oth,  1080,  one  Joseph  Kockct  married  IMarv  Wilmarth, 
in  l\ehoboth.  If  it  was  the  same  man,  she  must  have  lieen  a  second  wife,  as 
this  Joseph  died  July  "iTth,  1683. 

We  are  glad  to  know  of  one  occasion  even  when  the  mode  of  warfare  so 
continually  practised  by  the  red  men  was  successfully  adopted  by  our  fore- 
fathers, and  a  complete  surprise  obtained,  followed  by  the  total  rout  of  the 
enemy. 

NiNK  Men's  IMiseky. — This  is  the  name  of  a  spot  iu  Cumberland,  K.  I., 
where  nine  men  were  slain  in  Philip's  war.  This  place  is  near  the  house  of 
the  late  Elisha  AVaterman,  Esq.,  just  north  of  "Camp  Swamp"  (so  called). 
The  only  circumstances  of  this  event  which  I  have  gathered  are  these :  A 
company  of  nine  men  were  iu  advance  of  or  had  strayed  from  their  party  for 
some  purpose,  when  they  discovered  a  number  of  Indians  near  this  spot, 
whom  they  immediately  pursued  and  attacked  ;  but  a  large  number  of  the 
enemy  rushed  out  of  the  swamp  and  surrounded  them.  The  whites,  placing 
their  backs  to  a  large  rock  near  by,  fought  with  desperation  till  every  one 
of  tljcm  was  killed  on  tlie  spot.  The  rest  of  their  party,  who  were  within 
hearing  of  their  guns,  hastened  to  their  succor,  but  arrived  too  late  to  render 
them  any  assistance.  Their  bodies  were  buried  on  the  spot,  which  is  now 
designated  by  u  large  pile  of  stones. 

I  have  seen  no  notice  of  this  occurrence  in  history,  but  as  to  the  main  fact 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  bones  of  these  men  were  disinterred  (now  many 
years  ago)  by  some  physicians  for  anatomical  purposes,  and  were  found 
nearly  perfect.  But  the  people  iu  the  vicinity  insisted  upon  their  being 
restored,  which  was  accordingly  done.  One  of  the  slain  was  ascertained  to 
be  a  r»ucklin,  of  Kehol)oth,  from  the  remarkable  circumstance  of  a  set  of 
double  front  teeth  which  he  was  known  to  possess. 

The  tin)e  when  this  happened  none  of  my  informants  could  tell,  but  there  is 
some  leason  for  believing  that  it  was  at  or  about  the  time  of  Pierce's  fight. 
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The  above  account  of  the  existence  of  "  Nine  ■Men's  ^Misery  "  (or  "  Dead 
Men's  Bones,"  as  it  was  sometimes  called)  was  received  by  the  author  from 
tradition,  from  intelligent  persons  living  in  tlie  vicinity,  who  had  been  familiar 
with  the  locality  during  their  lives,  and  who  were  descendants  of  those  who 
settled  and  lived  near  the  spot.  As  to  the  main  fact,  he  felt  there  was  no 
doubt,  for  such  an  event  as  the  slaughter  of  nine  men  in  one  spot  during 
the  Indian  war  and  their  burial  on  the  same  spot  would  produce  a  deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of  those  living  in  that  locality,  and  would  be  trans- 
mitted to  succecdii]g  generations,  especially  as  some  of  the  victims  were  their 
own  friends  and  neighbors.  The  incidents  and  circumstances  attending  the 
event  would  be  liable  to  uncertainty,  but  the  existence  of  the  large  rock  and 
the  artificial  mound  of  small  stones  would  tend  to  confirm  the  tradition  and 
indicate  the  place  of  burial. 

Since  the  publication  of  tlie  above  account  a  most  singular  and  remarkable 
discovery  has  been  made  contirming  the  tradition  as  an  historical  fact.  This 
is  the  letter  of  l?ev.  !Mr.  Newman,  quoted  on  a  previous  page,  which  gives 
the  names  of  the  killed  iu  Pierce's  fight.  The  fact  that  the  medical  students, 
from  curiosity  or  to  verify  the  tradition,  or  other  motives,  did  visit  the  spot 
and  exhume  the  bodies,  and  prove  their  identity  by  that  of  P>cnjamiu  Buck- 
land  (or  Bucklin),  of  Kehoboth,  from  his  unusually  large  frame  and  "  double 
set  of  teeth  all  around,"  has  also  been  substantiated.  What  is  still  more 
remarkable  than  the  discovery  of  the  letter,  the  author  met  a  physician  soon 
after  the  publication  of  this  history,  in  1S34,  who  took  pains  to  state  that  he 
had  read  the  account  of  "  Nine  Men's  Misery,"  and  was  able  to  testify  that 
it  was  substantially  correct,  as  he  was  one  of  the  "  medical  gentlemen " 
present,  and  aided  in  the  exhumation  and  finally  examined  the  bones.  Hav- 
ing this  statement  directly  from  his  own  mouth,  it  is  personal  knowledge  of 
the  event,  so  far  as  this  fact  shows. 

The  questions  arise  — Who  were  the  nine?  and  When  were  they  slain?  and 
What  was  the  cause?  This  also  is  solved.  There  were  four  men  from 
Rehoboth  killed  in  Pierce's  fight,  and  their  names  are  recorded  on  the 
records  kept  for  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  as  ''  Slaine  26  March  167G." 
Two  of  them,  John  Fitch,  Jr.,  and  Joim  Read,  .Jr.,  were  entered  first,  and 
at  some  distance  on  the  page  were  entered  the  other  two,  Benjamin  Buckland 
and  John  Miller,  Jr.,'  thus  proving  that  they  were  a  part  of  Pierce's  men, 
and  were  slain  on  the  same  day  of  the  battle.  This  confirms  my  belief  that 
after  the  battle  was  lost  these  nine  survivors  attempted  to  escape  and  retreated 
to  this  "  Camp  Swamp,"  in  hopes  of  concealing  theniselves  tiiere  from  the 
enemy,  but  were  discovered,  pursued,  and  overtaken  by  them,  surrounded  at 
this  rock,  and  there  killed.    They  were  probably  not  discovered  at  the  time  the 


'Robert   Hcers,  an   Irishman,  ami   then   an   Inhabitant  of  Rchobotli,  was    slain  March  2Slh,  ami 
Nchliiilah  Sal>ln  In  .June  lollowint'. 
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Kehobotb  people  went  to  the  scene  of  the  battle  and  burled  their  friends  on 
the  field,  but  were  afterwards  discovered  by  them  and  buried  on  the  spot 
whore  they  fell,  which  was  properly  called  these  nine  men's  misery,  who  had 
so  nearly  effected  their  escape  and  were  thus  slauu:htcred.  It  is  seldom  that 
such  an  event  not  mentioned  by  contemporary  historians  can  l)e  so  well 
established  by  subsequent  evidence. 

PKOCKKDINGS    OF    THE    TOMX, 

The  warrants  for  the  early  town  meetings  contained  but  few  articles, 
perhaps  ten  or  twelve,  while  that  of  the  year  1887  contained  fiftv-five,  and 
there  have  at  times  been  more  than  that  number.  Tiie  most  important 
actions  for  a  number  of  years  were  naturally  those  relating  to  the  settling  of 
ministers — for  the  lirst  candidate  was  apparently  not  more  sure  to  please 
then  than  now  —  and  the  building  of  a  church  with  various  arrangements  for 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  minister  when  obtained.  These  actions  of 
the  town  will  be  noticed  in  their  proper  department,  such  matters  beinw 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  separate  parishes,  not  in  those  of  the  people  "  in 
town  meeting  ;issembled." 

As  time  went  on  the  cause  of  education  arose  —  a  matter  of  constantly 
increasing  importance,  until  now  it  has  assumed  very  great  proportions,  both 
as  to  size  and  cost,  but  is  thoroughly  systematized  jind  well  managed. 

Now  and  again,  very  early,  votes  are  found  relating  to  the  laving  out  of 
roads  as  they  became  needed  to  connect  the  various  settlements  scattered 
over  the  territory.  Now  it  is  not  the  making  of  thoroughfares  from  part  to 
part  of  the  town  which  claims  the  attention  of  the  citizens,  but  the  lighting 
of  the  many  already  made,  the  laying  out  and  curbing  of  streets  in  the 
villages,  and  the  laying  of  gas,  water,  and  sewerage  pipes. 

The  poor  of  the  town  soon  appeared  upon  the  books,  being  coexistent 
'v\'ith  the  establishment  of  every  town,  church,  or  social  organization.  At 
first  they  were  cared  for  by  the  selectmen  or  others  receiving  them  into  their 
families,  the  town  being  responsible  for  their  maintenance.  At  the  town 
meetings  their  names  were  presented  and  they  were  auctioned  olY  to  those 
-willing  to  assume  their  care,  and  who  made  bids  for  the  jirivile'/e  (?).  It 
would  seem  that  at  such  a  vendue  competition  could  not  be  very  great,  since 
prices  must  be  in  a  descending,  not  ascending,  scale  over  these  articles  — 
which  i)icreascd  in  expense  as  they  decreased  in  value  —  and  the  forlorn 
creatures  thus  ''as  it  were  on  sale,"  were  knocked  down  to  the  lowest 
bidder. 

Action  was  often  taken  upon  the  cattle  and  swine  then  permitted  to  roam 
at  will  everywhere  about  the  roads,  the  former  being  marked  in  various  wavs 
and  the  latter  properly  ringed.  Every  few  pages  during  the  records  of  the 
earlier  years  the  searcher  of  the  books  comes  upon  accounts  of  "  perambu- 
lating   the    lines"    lietweeu    this    and     the    surrounding    towns,    these    same 
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boundary  lines  proving  most  uneasy  of  arrangement  and  a  constant  source  of 
controversy  even  down  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  not  possible  in  a  work  of  this  kind  to  give  a  complete  account  of  the 
measures  taken  by  the  town,  but  an  extract  quoted  here  and  there  from  the 
books  will  serve  to  show  something  of  the  questions  arising  year  by  year, 
and  of  the  modes  of  settlement  adopted  by  our  fathers  —  to  show  also  some- 
thing of  the  manners  and  customs  as  they  liave  been  made  and  cliangcd,  and, 
bv  contrast,  the  growth  of  the  town,  not  only  in  wealth  and  population,  but 
in  various  other  ways. 

The  North  Purchase  books  contain  tlic  "laying  out  of  the  lands,"  but  an 
occasional  reference  is  made  to  individual  lay-outs  in  the  town  books :  — 

"  Dec.  ye  2G,  1701.  Joseph  Read,  Negro,"  had  a  "  lott"  of  twelve  and  a 
half  acres  laid  out  to  him  ;  also  two  other  lots  containing  six  and  one  fourtii 
acres  in  1707.  "John  Read,  Negro"  had  lands  laid  out  November  17,  1719. 
These  may  have  been  tlie  lauds  occupied  by  sucli  a  family  on  the  Daggett 
farm,  lying  on  wJiat  is  known  as  the  "  New  Boston  "  road. 

Town  debts  were  apparently  sometimes  fully  paid  with  a  sin-plus  in  the 
treasury. 

February  9,  1709.  "  Voted  to  hold  town  meetings  at  the  Ijouse  of  Mr. 
"William  Stark  until  the  town  should  be  better  provided."  The  meetings  then 
Avere  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  For  some  years,  at  this  period,  the 
town  was  chiefly  occupied  on  the  minister's  house,  lands,  the  church,  etc., 
and  that  work,  with  money  accounts,  largely  occupied  the  meetings. 

In  1711  it  was  voted  that  several  persons,  six  in  all,  should  build  pounds 
at  their  "  own  cost  and  charge." 

The  first  mention  of  the  poor  on  the  books  is  among  the  accounts  for  1713, 
the  entry  being  made  October  5,  171-1.  "  Memorandum,  Eleven  shillings  of 
the  money  that  was  received  of  Capt.  Leonard  for  the  poor  went  to  pay 
Hugh  Gay's  rate,  and  the  other  four  remains  in  the  town  stock  for  the  poor." 

August  27,  1716.  "  The  Town  very  Chcarfully  granted  a  Tax  of  a  Hun- 
dred and  Ten  pounds  to  Defray  the  Necessary  Charges  arising  within  sd 
Town.  Two  thirds  to  be  in  nioney  and  the  other  third  to  be  understood  in  the 
species  that  use  to  be  other  years." 

December  30,  1718,  the  town  was  divided  into  four  quarters,  and  later  the 
consequent  highways  laid  out  are  noted  with  descriptions  of  the  same. 

The  first  recorded  account  rendered  to  the  town  for  care  of  poor  persons 
was  one  presented  by  Daniel  Peck,  under  date,  October  22^  1722,  for  care  of 
Martha  Scot  and  her  child,  as  follows:  8s.  6d.  for  Doctor;  lOs.  6d.  for 
three  weeks  board  in  sickness;  1£.  Is.  for  board  other  seven  weeks;  lis.  for 
the  child  for  five  weeks  and  four  days  ;  total.  2£.  lis. 

There  are  yearly  votes  as  to  cattle  and  swine,  with  no  variation  up  to  April, 
1828,  when  it  was  voted  that  horses  and  neat  cattle  were  to  be  restrained 
from  ruuning  at  large.     So  long  as  they  roamed  the  public  roads  some  mode 
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of  recognizing  his  property  was  necessary  to  tlie  owner,  and  njany  pages  of 
tbe  books  arc  filled  with  the  descriptions  of  these  animal  marks.  'J\vo  or 
three  are  given  as  a  curiosity  :  — 

"TJie  Ear-i)i;irk  of  tlic  creatures  belouiiinj,'  to  Tliomas  Butler  is  as  follows  — viz— A  swal- 
lows  tail  oil  the  toj)  of  the  near  ear.  EiiterJ  Oct.  19,  1719,  A.D."  '•  The  Kar  mark  of  the 
creatures  of  IJeuj.  Me.  Jr.  is  as  follows  — viz. ;  two  round  holes  in  the  ri:<ht  ear,  hein-  ti)c  ear 
mark  that  was  Sam'  Ilialys.  Entered  Nov.  1-2,  1750.''  "  Where  as  the  car  mark  of  tlie  crea- 
tures of  John  h'oljhins,  Jr.  was  a  cut  across  the  underside  of  the  right  ear,  —  It  hein;;  often- 
times not  easily  seen,  it  is  altered  —And  is  two  half  jiennics  on  the  underside  of  the  Feft  ear. 
Entered  Dec.  IG,  IToO."  '•  The  ear  mark  of  the  creatures  bclon,i,'ini,'  to  Michael  Sweet  is  a  plaiu 
crop  of  the  top  of  ye  left  ear,  and  a  slit  across  the  under  side  of  the  same  ear,  — and  was 
formerly  Benj.  Butler's.    Entered,  Aui,'.  6,  1703.'' 

In  1732  it  was  agreed  to  pay  Captain  Foster  for  his  services  to  the  General 
Court  six  shillings  per  day. 

In  174.')  Cumberland  was  separated  from  Attleborougli  by  royal  charter; 
that  is,  by  order  of  the  "  King  in  Council,"  wliicli  was  assuming  arl)itrarv 
authority  and  measures  over  those  distant  colonics.  The  new  boundaries 
established  by  this  charter  took  from  Massachusetts  and  annexed  to  Rhode 
Island  a  fine  tract  of  laud  including  all  Bristol  County,  li.  I.,  Tiverton,  in 
Newport  County,  and  Cumberland,'  in  Providence  County. 

During  the  year  1747  a  petition  from  several  towns  was  presented  to  the 
General  Court,  asking  that  Dighton  be  made  the  county  town  in  place  of 
Taunton.  Three  men  of  this  town  were  chosen  as  agents  to  look  into  tliis 
matter  and  report.  They  reported:  "They  are  of  opinion  that  Tanton 
will  be  most  Benefitiall  for  the  County."  These  men  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  "draw  up  "  the  reasons  of  the  town  for  voting  against  the  petition, 
and  Captain  Samuel  Tyler  was  appointed  to  convey  them  to  the  General  Court. 

In  1759  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  keep  a  record  of  births,  but  the 
book  purchased  that  year  for  the  town  was  the  only  one  for  )nany  years,  and 
therefore  those  earlier  records  are  very  incomplete.  In  1760  the  town  was 
divided  into  twelve  parts,  and  in  1761  £50  were  appropriated  for  schools,  and 
the  same  amount  for  the  poor. 


» Cumberland  comprised  nearly  half  of  the  original  town.  Its  area  Is  about  -JS  scjuare  miles, 
and  taken  togetiicr  Is  an  excellent  tract  of  land.  It  is  fjood  for  grain  and  orcharding,  and 
especially  for  giass,  wliicIi  is  cut  in  j,'reat  abundance.  Some  parts  of  the  town,  liowever,  are  light 
and  sandy.  It  was  Incorporated  in  17411.  It  was  previously  called  Attle.  Gore.  It  is  well  a.lai.ted  to 
manufacturing  purposes,  liaviiig  three  >trcams,  Abbott's  Run,  inil  and  Peter's  rivels,  liesldes  tlic 
Black-tone,  wliicli  is  iis  western  boun.lary.  About  Isio  it  bad  eight  cotton  manufacturing  establish, 
nients,  running  j,:,2i  .-pindles,  one  woolen  factory,  two  clotbler,->'  works,  six  t'rain  '"ills,  nineteen 
shops  for  building  boats,  in  wlileh  were  made  annually  about  700  boats,  which  were  .rih  from  $20 
to  $70  cacli.  It  had  l>esldes,  1  nnll  factory,  1  marble  mill,  30G  dwelling  houses,  2^0  elo  rs,  3  compa- 
nies of  militia,  1  rillc  corps,  and  pari  of  a  company  of  cavalry.  Its  population  In  l.sio  was  2,110. 
But  the  town  has  since  materially  increased  in  population  and  amount  of  bnsinc?^  It  had  four 
religious  societies :  two  BapUsts,  one  JleUio  li^^t,  and  one  (»uakcr.  Taxable  propc  in  1815  was 
$52S,':20. 

These  arc  the  statistics  published  In  the  earlier  edition  of  this  work.  The  editor  .as  unable  to 
obtain  the  corresponding  statistics  for  the  present  date,  which  would  have  been  Interesting  by 
contract. 
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111  176G  the  following;  iustrnctions  wore  sent  to  the  town's  deputy  :  — 

To  Dcac'Kii  Elienozcr  l>ain',  Hep, 
Sir  ns  wo  limn  iiimlo  clioys  of  von  to  roi)rcsoiit  us  at  the  Grait  ami  (Joneral  Court  of  this 
Proviiico,  wc  tliiiik  proper  to  ;jive  suuie  Tnstructtions,  ami  lirst  not  to  (Jive  up  any  Privilii^cs 
that  W(!  I'^njoy  IMtlicr  Ijy  Ciiarter  or  as  Sulijects  of  Grail  Brilloit. 

•21y  to  ]{e  fi'iiiral  of  tlie  Province's  money  anil  not  to  vote  for  any  uneonnnon  (Jrants  peiMiek- 
lerly  ns  to  l.oscs  tliat  Siime  has  Sustaned  in  Boston  in  the  year  ITG.")  l'>y  Rioters,  thoiiich  we 
abhor  all  Hioters  and  tuniultus  I'roceedinj^s  and  are  willing  to  Bear  our  testyinony  aL^ainst 
tbeni,  yet  wo  see  no  lieason  why  the  Trovinee  should  make  up  those  Losses  and  thairfour 
Instruct  to  vote  against  It. 

September  12,   1708.     '•Voted   to  Build    a  house  for  Keeping  the  Town 

Stock  of  amniunition  in  for  the  fnter  and  proscaded  to  Chuse  a  coniinety  for 

that  pni'pos  namely  Capt.   John    Stearns,  Capt.   Daniel  Read,  Capt.   Henry 

Sweet  ware  chosen  as  commcty  men  for  that  pm-pos,  and  then  the  coniincty 

went  and  looked  a  place  to  set  s'd.  house  and  they  said  that  they  found  a 

place  in  Jacob  Newells  Land  whicii  s'd  New^ell  said  he  wold  give  the  ground 

to  buld   the  hous   upon."     Jacob   Newell,   the  giver  of  the  laud,  was  town 

treasiu-er  at  that   time,  and   he   made   the  following  entry  upon    the    book  : 

"  Where  as  ye  Town  of  Attlcborough  have  agreed   to  Buld  a  Powder  house 

and  set  s'd  house  on  ye  High  Hill  eastardly  from  ye  Meeting-House  on  iny 

Land  I  give  liberty  to  set  s'd  House  their,  and  also  for  my  Heirs  and  assigns 

1  agree  ye  People  shall  have  Liberty  to  Pass  to  and  from  sd  House  to  carry 

their  Powder  or  any  other  amininition   and  bring  of  again  ye  same  at  any 

time  or  times  so  that  they  in  Passing  Pegtu'ly  Not  to  Leve  Down  fence  or 

any  Enclosen  thing  to  Do  Damage  as  witness  my  hand  — 

"Attlcborough,  Oct.  ye  Ith  1768  .  Jacob  Newell." 

.  The  committee  executed  their  commission  promptly,  as  the  building  was 
erected  during  the  months  of  October  and  November  and  the  accounts  for 
cost  of  construction  were  settled  in  December.  This  old  building  is  still  in 
existence  and  may  be  seen  on  a  little  eminence  east  of  the  church  at  West 
Attleborough  in  the  same  lot  or  near  the  schoolhouse.  It  is  circular  in 
shape,  nearly  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  cone-shaped  roof.  It  was  built 
of  brick,  of  which  six  thousand  were  used,  as  maybe  seen  by  the  order  of  the 
selectmen  on  the  town  treasurer.  It  was  used  as  a  storehouse  for  "  materials 
of  war  "  both  din-ing  the  days  of  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812,  and 
powder  was  kept  there  even  up  to  recent  times.  Colonel  .Tohn  Daggett  took 
his  suj)|ily  for  the  Assonett  expedition  from  there,  and  the  town  voted  to 
replace  the  amount  din-ing  the  following  year.  The  building  is  now  dilapi- 
dated and  going  to  decay,'  but  it  is  full  of  old  memories  still.  Had  it 
powers  of  speech  every  brick  could  tell  some  exciting  or  thrilling  tale,  for 
three  times  since  they  were  placed  in  their  positions  tlie  war  bugles  have 
sounded  the  call  to  arms,  and  three  times  the  joy  bells  have  rung  in  the  days 
of  peace.     In  1771  the  General  Court  met  at  Harvard  College. 


'It  has  J)cen  repaired,  niid  at  the  present  writing  Is  In  pood  coiidlllon.    It  Is  now  within  the  llnilt.s 
of  North  Atllehorough.    The  repair*  were  made  hy  Individuals,  and  uliout  1672. 
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CHAPTER   V. 


THE    KEVOI-UTIONAUy    WAR. 


IT  jippcius  from  our  records  that  tlic  citizens  of  tl)e  town  took  :ui  earlv 
and  active  part  in  those  proceedings  which  finally  led  to  independence. 
The  spirit  of  the  Rcvohition  began  to  move  tlie  people  as  early  as  1773. 
They  began  to  discnss  the  origin  and  foundation  of  their  rights,  and  to  pro- 
claim, in  bold  language,  their  determination  to  maintain  them.  They  strenu- 
ously denied  the  claims  of  the  inotlier  country.  This  prepared  the  way  for 
that  great  contest  Avhich  was  approaching  and  which  soon  after  conunenced. 

Pages  might  be  filled  with  the  spirited  addresses  and  resolutions  adopted 
in  town  meeting,  but  the  limits  of  such  a  work  as  this  will  i)ermit  onlv  an 
■outline  of  the  transactions  of  that  day. 

At  a  town  meeting,  January  18th,  177o,  a  resolute  and  patriotic  aildress 
was  adopted  and  sent  to  the  committee  in  Boston.  It  is  too  long  to  quote 
-entire,  but  a  few  extracts  will  afford  a  specimen  :  — 

""We  His  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  and  freeholders  of  the  town 
of  Attleborough,  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Boston." 

After  due  professions  of  "honor  and  praise  to  George  the  od.  King  of 
Great  Britain,"  etc.,  and  praying  that  the  "golden  chance  of  succession  by 
which  the  Protestant  kings  are  held  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain  may 
never  be  broken,"  etc.,  the  address  proceeds  to  say:  — 

Our  present  trials  are  very  great.  A  wise  king  once  said  tliat  oppression  mak(;tli  a  wise 
man  mad.  AVe  liope  not  to  turn  maniacs,  Ijiit  to  keep  tiie  advantaL^at  of  oin-  spirits.  We  will 
pray  tliat  all  tlicy  tliat  arc  like  Gods  on  earth  will  remember  tliat  they  must  die  like  men,  and 
the  lofty,  towering-  heads  of  l\in;j;s  and  Princes  must  lie  Ijrouirhl  as  low  as  tlie  meanot  subject. 
And  here  we  will  make  a  pause  and  iurjuirc  what  we  have  done,  what  di>loyalty  there  hath 
been  in  us  that  liatli  incurred  tlie  di>;i)leasun!  of  our  tJracious  Majesty,  that  could  be  tlie  cau>e 
of  threatening  the  ruinin;^  of  us  lii.s  Ameri<'au  subjects.  And  to  set  things  in  a  clearer  liirht. 
we  may  lie  ju-tly  entitled  to  a  few  notes  of  exultation.  In  tiic  year  174.").  wlien  the  ]5riti-h 
trumpet  sounded  war  from  beyond  the  seas  to  the  Anieri<-an.s,  no  sooner  did  our  American 
rurliament  understand  the  certain  sound  of  the  marlial  trumpet  but  instantaneously  a  political 
convention  i^  called,  faithfulness  and  loyalty  in  every  countenance,  hike  Babylon  of  old.  one 
messenger  runs  to  meet  another,  and  one  |)o>l  to  meet  another,  to  tell  the  whole  Province  that 
the  Jvingdom  was  invaded  at  one  end.  Forthwith  orders  are  issued  out  to  tiie  Colonels,  and 
from  the  Colonels  to  the  Cajjtains,  and  at  the  beat  of  tin;  Drum,  volunteers  paraded  the 
ground  like  well  harnessed  soldiers  with  courage  bold,  and  like  the  war-horse  mocking  at 
fear,  marcheil  with  their  conimanders  to  the  high  places  of  Louisbourf?  —  storn)cd  their 
entrenchments;  made  a  discovery  of  their  subterraneous  mines  and  galleries;  heat  down  the 
Strongholds;  brake  the  jaws  of  the  tiallic  Lion,  and  made  a  conquest  of  the  city  to  the  crown 
of  (Jreat  Pritain.  And  in  the  la>t  war  that  hath  been  u|ion  us.  we  have  joined  our  l'.rifi~li 
brethren,  warring  and  lighting  through  seas  of  blood  until  we  Hubdued  the  Canadian  Province 


HISTOIiY   OF  ATTLEBOnOUGIL  121 

to  Uic  crown  of  our  Sovereii,'!!  Lord  Gcor^'-c  the  3<1.  And  after  all  this,  shall  we  be  conjugated, 
enslaved  and  ruined?  Fathers,  i)rovoke  not  your  children  to  wrath  lest  thej- be  discouraged 
on  the  one  hand,  and  encouraged  on  the  other.  We  esteem  our  privileges  tantamount  to  our 
lives,  and  tlie  loss  of  tiieni  death  in  consefiuenee;  and  since  tliere  is  no  new  discovered 
America  for  us  to  (lee  to,  we  are  almost  ready  to  think  that  we  will  let  go  our  pioui^'hshares 
nnd  pruning  hooks  to  he  malleatcd  on  the  anvil,  and  not  give  up  our  dear-l>ought  jirivilcges  to 
any  Power  on  earth. 

And  now  in  u  few  words  to  say  what  our  privileges  arc  and  wherein  they  are  violated :  We 
think  that  our  privileges  take  their  rise  merely  from  nature.  As  we  emigrated  from  our 
mother  country  at  our  own  expense  and  without  any  charge  to  the  Crown  of  tireat  IJritain, 
our  subjection  to  the  Crown  of  Great  IJritain  nmst  be  considered  as  an  act  of  our  own  election. 
How  far  that  suliject ion  was  made  and  in  what  manner  the  IJritisli  government  can  possil)lv 
reach  over  the  Atlantic  to  have  any  inlluem-e  at  all  upon  us.  is  known  only  by  the  stipulation 
between  us  and  the  king  of  Great  IJritain,  expressed  in  our  Charter.  Although  it  be  allowed 
that  any  riautation  settled  by  the  order  and  expense  of  any  Stale  remains  naturally  subj(;cted 
to  that  State,  yet  that  not  having  been  the  case  in  our  departure  from  Great  IJritain  we  utterlv 
<lisallow  any  right  of  government  over  us  but  what  is  expressed  in  our  Charter.  M'e  have  no 
natural  and  necessary  connection  with  the  Crown  in  jwint  of  government  but  what  springs 
from  our  own  choice,  and  that  choice  can  be  known  but  by  the  stipulation  aforcsaiil  which 
both  exjtrcsseth  and  linnteth  the  subjection  which  was  our  choice.  This,  we  ai)prehend,  is  the 
true  and  just  state  of  our  privileges,  as  they  are  interested  in  the  present  controversy.  So 
Ihat,  whatever  act  of  government  is  exerci>ed  contrary  to,  or  not  expressly  provided  for  iu 
the  Charter,  is  an  o])en  infringement  of  our  pri\il(.'ges. 

The  api>ointment  of  a  (Jovernor  altogether  independent  on  us,  and  who,  according  to  the 
Ijresent  state  of  things,  can  be  under  no  inlluencc  from  our  interest  but  whose  personal  interest 
may  naturally  put  him  to  the  utter  overthrow  of  our  whole  interest,  —  we  ai)prehend  this  to 
be  an  infraction  of  our  Charter  rights  and  i)rivileges.  The  appointment  of  .Judues  from 
home,  if  true,  or  the  maintenance  of  them  independent  upon  us  and  dependent  entirely  upon 
the  Crown,  we  think  an  infringement  upon  our  Charter  rights,  and  which  tends  to  corrupt 
and  destroy  the  very  essence  of  our  privileges.  —  The  jiarting  our  money  among  a  set  of  men 
of  no  use  to  us  or  the  comnuinity,  without  our  consent,  is  a  bold  and  unjust  infrinirement 
upon  our  privileges.  — The  subjecting  civil  cases  to  trial  by  Court  of  Admiralty  instead  of 
■Juries,  and  especially  the  taking  from  us  the  right  of  trying  capital  cases  in  any  articles,  and 
carrying  our  brethren,  on  susjiicion  of  <:uilt,  from  all  who  are  ac(|uainted  with  their  character, 
or  who  can  pos-ibly  do  them  justice,  and  ordering  them  to  be  transported,  at  almost  intinite 
ex|jense  three  thousand  miles  for  trial,  is  a  most  barbarous,  unjust,  and  unconstitutional 
Jtllair,  and  as  cruel  as  the  ostrich. 

Sept.  12,  1774.  The  town  chose  n  committee  to  johi  with  the  committees 
of  the  other  towns  in  this  county  "  to  consult  the  safety  .ind  peace  and 
prosperity  thereof,  as  well  as  the  whole  government  and  continent,  u])on  any 
emergency."  The  committee  consisted  of  five  ;  namely,  Mr.  Edward  Richards, 
Doa.  f:i)on.  Lane.  Capt.  John  Daggett,  Lieut.  Moses  "W'ilmarth,  and  Mr. 
Klisha  May.  This  was  the  first  committee  of  safety  chosen  in  this  town. 
1  lie  practice  of  choosing  such  a  committee  was  continued  till  the  close 
<^f  the  Hevolution. 

Sept.  21),  1771.  Captain  John  Daggett  was  chosen  "  Representative  to  the 
CJcueral  Court"  at  Salem,  and  Dea.  Khen.  Lane,  as  "  a  committee  man  to 
Joni  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  holden  at  Concord  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  October  next." 

Dee.  G,  177-1.  The  town  established  a  ''  Superior  and  an  Liferior  Court  to 
hoar  and  determine  controversies  that  have  arisen  or  mav  arise  in  this  town." 
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Y'wc  men  were  cliosen  to  serve  as  superior  judges  ;  namely,  Dea.  Eben. 
Lane,  first  justice,  Col.  John  Dnggett,  second,  Capt.  .John  Stearns,  tliird. 
Capt.  Moses  Wiliiiaitli,  fourth,  and  Doct.  Bezaliel  ]\[ann,  fifth.  Seven 
were  appointed  inferior  judges;  namely,  Mr.  Kdward  Kichards,  Lieut.  Elko- 
nah  AYilmarth,  Capt.  .Jacob  Ide,  Capt.  Stephen  Kichardson,  Mr.  Klisba 
May,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  and  ^Ir.  William  Stanley.  At  the  sarae  time  it 
was  voted,  "  that  we  will  comply  with,  stand  to,  and  abide  by  the  liesolves, 
Instructions  and  Directions  of  tlic  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses," 
and  that  ''  all  persons  who  refuse  to  comply  with  them  shall  be  treated  as 
Infamous  Persons." 

It  was  also  voted  to  choose  "  a  committee  of  Inspection  to  inquire  and 
give  notice  of  all  persons  who  shall  presume  to  make  use  of  any  Indid  Tea 
after  the  first  of  March  next,  and  the  names  of  the  men  chosen  for  said  com- 
mittee are  as  follows  ;  viz.,  F.pliraim  Newell,  Capt.  Henry  Sweet,  Benjamin 
Tiugley,  INIayhew  Daggett,  Enoch  ]\obinson,  Araunah  Tingley,  .John  Tyler, 
Jr.,  Nath'  Bishop,  Alexander  Foster,  Wm.  Atwell,  Jabez  Gay,  Levi  ^Nlaxcy, 
Caleb  Richardson."  The  "  affair  of  the  chest  of  tea  at  Capt.  Richardson's, 
was  left  discretionary  with  the  Selectmen." 

'J'hese  were  no  halfway  measures,  and  were  supported  throughout  with 
the  same  resolution. 

January  2,  1775.  Chose  Colonel  John  Daggett  "to  represent  us  at  the 
Congress  to  be  holdcn  at  Cambridge  on  the  1st  of  February  next  and  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  month  of  May  next,  or  until  the  time  fixed 
for  the  dissolution  of  said  Congress."  At  the  same  time  a  committee  of 
thirteen  was  cliosen  to  procure  "  subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering 
poor  in  the  town  of  Boston."'  At  a  meeting  lawfully  warned  for  May  16, 
1775,  the  warrant  was  issued  "  By  request  of  the  Provincial  Congress." 

May  2-i,  1775.  Captain  John  Stearns  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town 
at  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  in  the  meetinghouse  at  AVatertown  the 
31st  instant.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  this  year  were  Deacon 
Eben.  Lane,  Doctor  Maun,  and  Captain  Closes  AVibnaith. 

July  10,  1775.  Captain  John  Stearns  was  elected  representative  to  the 
General  Court  to  be  held  at  Watertown  the  PJth  instant. 

March  19,  177G.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety  were  Deacon  Lane,  Edward  Richards,  Capt.  S.  Riciiardson,  Lieut. 
Alexander  Foster,  Ens.  Noah  Fuller,  William  Stanley,  Capt.  Wilmarth,  Eben. 
Tiffany,  Samuel  Athcrton,  Thomas  Starkey,  Elkonah  Wilmarth,  Nathaniel 
Bishoj),  and  Capt.  Jacob  Ide. 

May  22,  177G.  Captain  John  Stearns,  Representative.  At  his  request, 
a  committee,  consisting  of  Capt.  Elisha  :May,Capt.  Stejjhen  Richardson,  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher,  Levi  Maxcy,  and  Lieut.  Alexander  Foster,  was  chosen  to  draw 

'  Tills  was  on  Ihc  occusloii  of  shutting  the  iiorlof  Boi-lon  by  the  ISrltlsh  I'nrllnmeut. 
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lip   instructions  for   the    representative.     They  made  a  report,   from    which 
extracts  are  given  :  — 

CArxAiN  John  Stkauns, 

Sir, — The  town,  reiiosinjr  >peci:i]  contidence  in  your  ability  ami  iiUcijrity,  liu\c  chosen 
you  their  ropresentative  at  tlie  Gri'at  and  (ienoral  C'oui-t  for  this  year.  At  your  re<iuost 
we  take  the  liberty  to  sui^gcst  the  following  things  to  your  attention  as  matters  of  great 
importance : 

If  the  Continental  Congress  should  think  it  best  to  deelare  for  Indepeiideney  of  Great 
Britain,  we  unauimously  desire  yon  for  us  to  engage  to  defend  them  therein  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes.! 

The  fortifying  and  sufliciently  providing  for  the  defence  of  all  our  seaport  towns.  e>i)ccially 
tlie  Jletropolis  of  this  Colony,  is  of  such  consequence  as  that  parsimony  or  delay  therein  will 
be  the  woi'st  of  i)olicy.  M'e  apprehend  that  the  raising  of  soldiers  for  the  defence  of  the 
Colony  is  retarded,  and  so  rendered  both  more  chargeable  and  less  useful,  for  want  of  snlli<'ii'nt 
bounty  to  encourage  enlistments;  that  the  raising  fewer  forces  at  sueb  a  time  than  is  nercs- 
sary,  which  scatters  the  olVicers  with  whom  whoever  enlist.>  will  desire  to  be  acquainted 
is  a  like  hindrance  to  a  speeily  rai>ing  of  forces. 

Having  heard  a  motion  h:ilh  been  made  for  paying  representation  out  of  the  I'ublick  chest, 
we  think  is  unequal  and  expect  you  will  oppose  it.  The  charge  of  the  selectmen  in  the  service 
of  the  public  hath  been  unequal  in  respect  of  the  poor  of  I'.oston.  and  other  matters  in  dillcr- 
ent  towns,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  born  by  the  publick.  If  the  Continental  Congress  should 
declare  for  Indo[icudency  we  desire  in  the  new  regulation  the  probate  and  rcgi>ter  ollice  be 
lodged  in  each  town. 

Other  things  in  general  we  refer  to  your  wisdom  and  tidelity,  unless  some  special  dilHculty 
should  occur,  in  which  ease  you  will  please  take  our  minds  as  occasion  shall  serve. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  order  the  money 
out  of  the  treasury  to  pay  the  minute-men  who  marched  on  the  alarm  occa- 
sioned by  the  battle  at  Bunker  Hill. 

July  G,  1776.  "Voted  to  raise  the  Bounty  from  £3,  to  t'12,  for  the  sol- 
diers this  town   is  to  furnish   to  go  to  New  York." 

October  11,  1776.  "  To  Mr.  Ephraim  Newell.  Town  Treasurer,  Greeting. 
This  comes  to  order  you  to  pay  to  Col.  John  Daggett  twenty  four  pounds  five 
shillings  for  his  attendance  and  travel  at  the  Congress  in  ye  year  177-1-75 
—  ninety  seven  days  at  five  shillings  per  day."  Eighty-seven  men  were  paid 
six  shillings  each  "for  marching  on  the  alarm  occasioned  hy  tlie  battle  at 
Bunker  Hill."     Order  dated  July  5,  1776. 

Tlie  warrant  for  this  October  meeting  was  for  the  first  time  "  In  the  name 
of  the  Stat  and  People  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  Newiugland,"  and  this  or 
*'  Government  and  People  of  Massachusetts  Bay"  was  the  form  for  some 
years.  Previous  to  this  time  the  warrants  had  been  issued  in  "  His  Majesty's 
Name,"  or  "  Province  of  :Massachusetts  Bay." 

January  27,  1777.     Voted  to  raise  the  bounty  for  the  soldiers  who  went 

'This  seems  to  have  been  conceived  In  sometlilng  of  that  holy  ardor,  that  sulilimc  s|)lrlt  of  patriot- 
Ism  and  self-devotion,  which— In  a  few  months  after  —  illctatcd  those  evcr-niemorabic  wonls  In  the 
cli'^hii;  senicnce  of  the  Declaration  of  liidoiicndence,  — "  Wc  pled^je  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
•■aorol  honor,"  — hnmortal  word-,  wlilch  sent  sucli  a  thrill  to  tlie  hearts  of  our  countrymen  anci 
inspired  the\n  with  such  an  unconipierable  enthusiasm  In  the  cause  of  freedom! 
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to  NcAV  York  in  July  last,  to  forty  dollars  for  each  luaii,  •'  to  such  as  will 
take  it." 

March  18,  1777.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspeciion,  and 
Safety  this  year  were  Ed.  Richards,  Cyrel  Carpenter,  Samuel  Tiffany,  Jr., 
Elislia  May,  and  Nathan  Tyler. 

April  2,  1777.  A  meeting  was  held  "to  see  if  the  town  will  give  some 
encouragement  to  tlie  soldiery  to  enlist  our  proportion  of  the  fifteen  bat- 
talions granted  by  this  State  to  join  the  Continental  armj'."  A  committee  was 
chosen  to  report  upon  the  subject,  and  also  to  state  what  was  an  average  on 
the  whole  since  the  war  commenced,  who  reported  that  the  bounty  and  wages 
given  by  Congress  and  our  Court  afforded  a  sufficient  encouragement  for  the 
first  3^ear's  service  ;  that  for  the  second  year  the  town  allow  two  pounds  [jor 
month  in  addition  to  the  wages,  and  the  same  foi"  the  last  year.  Twenty- 
four  pounds  in  addition  to  the  bounty  instead  of  the  addition  to  their  wages 
was  offered  to  those  who  might  prefer  it.  The  committee  also  reported  that 
the  eight  months'  men,  or  those  who  went  into  service  in  consefjuence  of 
Lexington  battle,  have  no  allowance ;  that  the  six  weeks'  and  two  montiis' 
men  have  no  allowance  ;  that  the  year's  men  be  allowed  ten  pounds  per  man  ; 
that  the  Dorchester  men  have  no  allowance  ;  that  the  men  raised  for  two 
mouths  in  September,  1776,  be  allowed  seven  pounds  per  man;  that  the  men 
raised  foi-  the  northern  or  Canada  expedition  be  allowed  ten  pounds  per  inan  : 
that  the  quarter  men,  or  those  raised  for  Ilowland's  Ferry,  be  allowed  six 
pounds  per  man. 

May  22,  1777.  Chose  Captain  John  Stearns  and  Mr.  William  Stanley  rep- 
resentatives. Appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  instructions  to  said  repre- 
sentatives ;  namely.  Rev.  Peter  'J'liacher,  Capt.  Elisha  May,  Col.  Jolm 
Daggett,  Capt.  Moses  AVilmarth,  Mr.  Levi  Maxcy.  Their  report,  it  appears, 
is  not  recorded. 

"Excused  Capt.  May  from  serving  on  Committee  of  Correspondence,  vS;e. 
and  elected  Stephen  Fuller  in  his  loou).  Voted  to  enlarge  said  committor'. 
and  added  Zephaniah  Bishop,  Jacob  Cushman,  and  John  Swectland." 

The  town  expenses  for  this  year  wcie  fl,022  old  money. 

January  12,  1778.  A  committee  ronsisting  of  Kev.  ^Ir.  Tliacher,  Capi- 
Elisha  ;May,  Col.  Stephen  RichardsoM,  Deacon  Stanley,  Capt.  Caleb  Richard- 
sou,  Lieut.  Elkanah  Wilmarth,  and  Mr.  .lohn  AVilkinson  was  chosen  to  prepare' 
instructions  to  the  representatives  of  the  town,  relative  to  the  Articles  of 
Confederation.  They  prisenti-d  a  upoit  which  was  accepted.  It  show;^ 
how  perfectly  convinced  at  that  tiim  our  forefathers  were  of  the  value  aii>l 
importance  of  a  firm  union  of  the  States  to  the  well-being  of  the  whoK' 
people. 

To  show  the  sentiments  of  tlii'  iicojile  a  few  extracts  are  given  :  — 

Ttie  siib>criL)ers.  l)oiiv_'  cliox'ii  a  connnillr'-  "  •"  '"iiiiiiler  what  iii>tnirtions  it  may  be  projur 
forUieui  to  give  tbeir  r^.•^>rc^^^■nlutiv(•s  rtl.ilh'  '■>  Hif  Artiiles  of  C'oiilt\lerntioii  ami  IVriiclii  »1 
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Union  wliicii  :iro  iiroiioscti  lo  tlio  considonition  of  tlip  Loj,'islalnrcs  of  all  the  Unitoii  States  as 
the  basirs  tlitTfuf  forever, ''  and  also  "  relative  to  tlic  Ilcsolves  of  (lie  most  llotiorahic  ('oii^rc>s, 
of  tile  "til  an«ll!2il  of  Noveniber  last.''  liavinir  maturely  considered  the  said  Articles  ami  lloolves 
do  luunbly  oiler  the  fullowinjx  to  the  consideration  of  the  town  on  this  very  important  subject: 

To  ZSfessrs.  John  Stearns,  and  William  Stanley  Representatives  of  the  town  of  Atlleborou;_'h, 
Gentlemen, 

We  shall  rejoice  at  tlic  arrival  of  the  happy  hour  when  the  Independent  States  of  North 
America  have  a  Union  established  ui«on  cfpiitable  terms  to  continue  as  lon^  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endure.  We  are  sensible  of  the  utility  and  necessity  of  such  a  union  to  our  present 
exertions  and  the  success  of  them,  as  well  as  for  the  stren.LClh  and  llourisliin;^  comlition  of  these 
States  hereafter.  We  would,  therefore,  be  as  distant  as  possible  from  oll'crinj^  anylhim^  to 
obstruct  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  a  thing  so  desirable;  yet  we  arc  const rain('d  U>  de.-ire 
explanation  of  the  4th  jiaragraph  in  the  ."ith  Article  which  determines,  that,  in  tlecidinir  rpies- 
tions  in  the  United  States  in  Conj^ress  assembled,  each  State  shall  have  one  vote,  wiiicli,  if  it 
exclude  a  voice  in  Congress  proiiortioncid  to  the  numlier  or  estate  of  the  ditVerent  Slates,  we 
apprehend,  would  be  very  unequal  and  not  to  be  liy  any  means  consented  unto,  etc. 

After  stating  specilie  olyections  to  some  other  artii'lcs,  the  report  conchides :  'MVith  the 
foregoing  emendations  and  explanations,  we  desire  you  to  use  your  endeavors  that  the  Dclo 
gates  in  Congress  be  impowered  to  ratify  tlie  aforesaid  Articles  of  Confederation  and  ferpetual 
Union.  As  to  the  Resolves  of  the  most  llon'ble  Congress,  we  only  observe  upon  the  .'ith  and 
6th  Resolves  that  the  Regulating  Rill  fornicrly  enacted  and  since  reijealed,  though  framed  with 
an  lionest  and  good  design,  yet  was,  as  we  ap])reliend,  very  injurious  to  the  good  and  hone>t 
people  of  this  State,  ami  was  of  no  u^e  to  restrain  ojjpressors  and  monopolizers,  but  rather  put 
an  advantage  of  oppression  into  their  liands,  and  was  a  great  means  of  sinking  the  \  alue  of 
our  money,  and,  therefore,  we  expect  and  desire  you  to  oppose  the  carrying  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions into  execution. 

At  the  same  iiicetiiig  a  coininittcc  was  appoiiitcfl  to  draft  a  petition,  wliich 
was  seut  to  the  General  Court,  earnestly  praying  for  the  repeal  of  an  Act 
calling  in  the  15ills  of  Credit,  or  State  INLoney.  In  this  petition  the  people 
expressed  their  fears  of  the  conscqueuces  which  would  result  from  that  Act 
to  the  interests  of  the  poor,  etc.,  in  the  following  words  :  — 

To  the  Great  and  (ieneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Ray.     Gent'". 

A  petition  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Attleliorough  most  humbly  sheweth, — 
Though  at  the  eleventh  hour,  we  beg  leave  as  friends  lo  the  good  people  of  this  State  to 
express  our  concei-n  for  an  Act  to  draw  in  the  Riills  of  Credit  of  the  several  denominations  in 
this  State.  Notwithstanding  the  address  of  the  House  of  Itcprescntatives  to  the  good  people 
of  this  State  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  calling  in  the  Rills  of  Credit,  and  the  dilliculty  of 
calling  them  in  any  other  way,  and  notwithstanding  this  and  many  other  plausible  pretetn-es  in 
"aid  address,  we  cannot  but  be  concerned  for  a  future  day  —  the  putting  said  money  into  notes 
on  interest  is  the  least  of  our  concern;  but  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Assembly  of  this  State 
and  the  Continental  Congress  to  bring  down  the  price  of  labor  and  produce  perhaps  live  (or) 
six  parts;  —  Conscfpjcntly  said  notes  nuist  double  live  times  the  value  they  were  took  for  beside 
the  interest,  —  whether  will  it  l)e  easier  for  the  jioor  to  pay  sai<l  money  when  a  day's  work  will 
pay  eight  shillings,  or  in  a  year  or  two  when  to  have  a  day's  labor  i)ay  two  shillings —  It  seems 
to  be  implied  in  said  aildress,  that  the  rich  ai\d  ill  disposed  persons  in  this  State  have  got  such 
a^lvantage  t)f  tiic  poor  that  there  is  no  remedy  the  i)oor  must  siiHer  —  Let  that  be  granted  it  is 
not  policy  in  our  opinion  to  crush  the  pour  at  this  day  if  it  bi'  possible  to  avoid  it  till  Amr'ric.i 
ba-!  olitaiiu'd  her  freedom,  for  if  this  Continent  nnist  be  defended  and  st;t  at  libi-rty  by  arms 
the  poor  nuist  do  it  for  the  lowest  capacity  nuist  be  sensible  that  a  man  that  has  by  monopoly 
k'ot  these  increasing  notes  will  never  enter  into  the  service  of  his  country  for  the  little  or 
notbin;,' encounigement  th.at  soMiers  have  at  present  or  if  the  Court  intend  to  hold  the  levies 
''v  draft  from  the  Militia,  as  seems  int<;nded  in  the  «'ase  a  rich  man  does  no  more  than  a  poor 
man  — his  estate  does  nothing. 
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Our  humble  petition  is  that  said  Act  be  repealcil,  or  some  amejulment  be  made.  We  liavc 
.waited  a  long  time  in  hopes  tliiit  you  would  repeal  that  Act  witliout  our  troubling,'  you  with 
petitions  but  as  we  have  hitherto  been  disappointed  we  arc  ol>li'4:ed  in  justice  to  ourselves  and 
to  our  posterity,  earnestly  to  i)ray  for  a  sjieedy  repeal  of  that  Act—  Why  mij,'lit  not  the  nionev 
luive  been  called  in  by  degrees  as  it  was  put  out,  that  is  one  emission  at  a  time  by  taxing  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Stale,  until  the  whole  was  called  in. 
Attleborough,  Jan.  lOth,  177S. 

Natlianiel  IJishop. 

Daniel  Daggett. 

AVilliam  l?olcom. 

Thomas  Starkey. 

Daniel  IJiehardson. 

John  Jvichardson. 

Moses  Tyler. 

March  17,  1778.  Tlie  Coininittee  of  Corrcspondeucc,  etc.,  were  Elkuiiah 
Wilinartl),  lilbenezer  Tiffany,  and  Epbraini  Allen,  Jr. 

The  declaration  that  all  men  are  born  '-free  and  equal"  appears  to  liave 
had  a  speedy  practical  effect  in  at  least  one  instance  in  our  town,  as  niav  be 
seen  by  the  following  extract  from  the  records  : — 

"To  all  I'eople  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  Come  Greeting.  Know  all 
men  that  for  Divers  Good  Causes  and  Considerations  I  have  sect  at  Liberty 
and  Given  unto  my  Servant  —  Warrack  a  Negro  man  his  freedom  to  be  for 
him  self  and  Do  hereb}'  Certifie  that  1  have  no  more  Demands  on  him  for 
any  Further  service  — 

Attleborough,  ^Nfarch  17th,  1778  Jolni  Sweetland. 

Signed  in  the  Presence  of  us 
AVituesses,  Elisha  Slay, 

Richard  Ellis,  Jr." 

May  12,  1778.  "Voted  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  each  soldier  who  shall 
enlist  in  the  Continental  army,  to  complete  the  number  (thirteen)  required 
of  this  town,  by  a  late  resolve  of  the  General  Court."  Also  voted  to  give 
.  thirty  pounds  more  as  a  bounty. 

ISIay  21,  1778.  The  committee  chosen  at  a  former  meeting  to  consider  the 
"Constitution"'  lately  submitted  to  the  i)eople,  not  agreeing  upon  a  report, 
the  town  aj)pointed  another  committee  of  seven  ;  namely,  Kev.  P.  Thacher, 
Rev.  Ilabijah  Weld,  Elder  Job  Seamans,  Doct.  Bezaliel  I\Iann,  Col.  John 
Daggett,  Col.  Ste[)hen  Richardson,  and  Capt.  John  Stearns,  wiio  finally  made 
a  report.     The  vote  in  town  stood  51  alfninative  and  76  negative. 

March  10,  1779.  The  Connnittee  of  Safet}'  were  Capt.  Caleb  Richard- 
son, Jolui  Damon,  Elijah  AVellnian. 

April  5,  1771)  there  appears  an  order  to  Daniel  Tiffany  for  the  "  sum  of  ten 


»  This  was  tlic  first  frame  of  Kovcrninent  siiltinlttod  to  the  people  of  this  State.    It  was  framed  by 
a  convention  In  1778-7'.>,  and  Is  commonly  called  the  "  Ucjcctcd  Constitution." 
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pounds  ten  shillings,  it  being  clue  lo  him  for  carting  soldier's  packs  to  How- 
land's  Ferry  in  Sept.  1777.  it  being  thirty  five  miles." 

May  1,  1779,  the  town  was  assessed  £2083  17.  Gd,  and  for  the  expenses  for 
the  year  £10,000  was  to  be  raised  —  old  money. 

May  18,  1779.  Elisha  May,  Plsq.,  was  chosen  representative.  "Voted  to 
empower  our  representative  to  vote  for  the  calling  of  a  convention  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  framing  a  new  constitution." 

June  21,  1779.  Voted  to  raise  thirteen  soldiers  —  to  serve  nine  months  — 
as  this  town's  proportion  of  the  fifteen  battalions  furnished  by  this  State  to 
fill  up  the  Continental  ami}',  and  a  committee  of  live  was  chosen  to  engage 
these  men  on  the  best  terms  possible.  On  the  question  of  having  a  new  con- 
stitution there  were  121  votes  in  favor,  and  none  in  the  negative  recorded. 

August  2,  1779.  This  town  sent  three  members  to  the  convention  which 
formed  the  present  "Constitution  of  ]\Iassachusetts." 

"  Chose  Col.  John  Daggett,  Capt.  John  Stearns,  and  Major  Klisha  May  to 
attend  the  Conventioii '  at  Cambridge,  on  the  first  of  September  next  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  framing  a  new  Constitution." 

The  town  then  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
held  at  Concord  for  regulating  articles  of  merchandise  and  country  produce, 
and  voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  doings  of  said  convention,  "and  to 
conform  ourselves  to  the  proposed  regulations." 

"  Chose  Col.  Stephen  Richardson,  Mr.  Levi  Maxcy,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Richards  members  of  the  convention  to  be  held  at  Concord,  on  the  first 
"Wednesday  of  October  next." 

March  21,  1780.  The  Committee  of  Safety  were  David  Richardson,  Capt. 
Moses  AVilmarth,  and  AVilliain  Morse. 

INIay  2,  1780.     The  new  "  Constitution  "  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

June  14,  1780.  "Voted  to  raise  twenty-nine  soldiers  for  six  months,  as 
this  town's  quota,  to  re-inforce  the  Continental  army,  according  to  a  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court  of  June  5th,  1780."  They  were  to  be  paid  by  a  tax  ou 
the  town. 

Sept.  4,  1780.  "  Voted  to  raise  £12,000  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  town  the  current  year.  Also  voted  to  raise  £1,400  hard  money  to  pa}' 
the  soldiers  who  may  engage  to  serve  in  the  army  for  three  and  for  six  months, 
according  to  resolves  of  the  General  Court  of  June  oth,  22d,  and  2od." 

Oct.  IG,  1780,  the  town  levied  a  tax  of  £24,000,  to  procure  14,000  weight 
of  beef  required  of  the  town  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court.  Ou  the 
24th  the  town  had  raised  £16,800  — old  money. 

Elisha  May,  Esq.,   was  chosen   representative    the    two   following   years, 

'This  convention  met  al  tlie  incctln-xliousc  In  Canibriilire,  Scptcnilter,  1779,  contlnueil  till  the  7th. 
ftmt  then  adjouvneil  to  Octolier  listli;  then  met  ami  conlinueii  till  N'ovcniher  11th,  ami  n<ljourneil  to 
Jamiary  :)th,  17^0,  at  the  Kepreseutativcs*  Chamber,  Ho.slou;  then  met  ami  eontlnucd  till  iMarehid,  anil 
O'ljonrncil  to  June  7lh  ;  then  met  and  continued  till  June  lUtli,  when  It  was  dl:^solve<l. 


128  A   SKETCH   OF  THE 

which  brings  ns  to  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  There  were  no  transactions 
of  particuhir  interest  relating  lo  the  war  cUiriiig  those  two  years,  though  the 
few  following  extracts  from  the  records  may  prove  wortliy  of  notice  :  — 

January  31,  1781.  "Votctl  to  class  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  twenty  seven  men,  for  three  years  or  during  tlie  war,  agree- 
able to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Court,  the  vote  of  said  town  of  the 
24"^  of  January  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."     This  was  reconsidered. 

February  20,  1781.  "Voted  the  sum  of  ."5000  dollars  hard  money  for  tlie 
purpose  of  raising  men  for  three  years  ;  then  voted  that  the  selectmen  shall 
give  their  notes  to  such  soldiers  as  will  be  willing  to  receive  them,  and  that 
they  hire  money  to  pay  the  remainder."  A  transaction  quite  similar  to  many 
of  the  present  generation,  and  its  soldiers  of  the  civil  war. 

The  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting  for  1781,  bearing  date  ]March 
20th  of  that  year,  is  the  first  one  found  on  tlie  records  in  which  the  •'  (!reet- 
iug  "  comes  "  in  the  Name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  iMassachusctts."  Doubt- 
less some  of  the  warrants  during  tlie  preceding  year  were  thus  issued,  but  they 
are  not  recorded.  As  we  have  seen,  three  men  from  this  town  Avere  members 
of  the  cougress  which  framed  and  adopted  the  vState  Constitution,  with  the 
following  introductory  words:  "  The  people  inhabiting  the  territory  formerly 
called  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  nuitually 
agree  with  each  other,  to  form  themselves  into  u  body  politic,  or  state,  by  the 
name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massaciilsktts." 

MILITARY    SERVICES. 

To  furnish  a  full  statement  of  the  militai-y  services  which  the  citizens  of 
this  town  rendered  during  the  Kevolutiouary  war  is  not,  perhaps,  possible  at 
this  day.  But  some  general  accounts  may  be  collected  which  will  afford  a 
tolerable  view  of  their  services. 

It  appears  from  the  following  anecdote  that  they  were  not  slow  in  acting 
up  to  the  resolutions  which  they  had  adopted. 

In  December,  1774,  the  Committee  of  Safety  gave  notice  that  one  Nathan 
Aldis,  a  tory,  who  lived  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  was  selling  British  goods  contrary 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Court.  Colonel  John  Daggett,  of  this 
town,  a  determined  and  resolute  patriot,  immediately  issued  orders  to  the 
several  companies  of  the  town  to  furnish  a  certain  number  of  men,  who  being 
collected,  marched,  in  a  bitter  cold  night,  for  the  place  of  Aldis'  residence,  to 
put  a  stop  to  his  business.  They  were  joined  on  the  way  by  volunteers  from 
the  neighboring  towns.  They  ariived  late  at  night,  and  suri'ounding  his 
house  ordered  him  out.  He  and  his  associates  who  had  assembled  lo  de- 
feud  him  at  first  attempted  to  resist  with  arms,  threatening  to  lire  upon  them 
from  the  windows  and,  assuming  a  tone  of  confidence,  oinlered  them  to 
depart.  Upon  this  the  besiegers  were  directed  to  point  their  guns  towards  tlie 
house.     Poinding  that  his  opponents  were  in  earnest  and  that  threats  could 
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not  intimidate  them,  Aldis  at  hist  ctime  out.  He  was  ordered  to  2)>(U  off  his 
hat,  while  in  the  presenee  of  tlie  people's  soldiers.  Here,  before  the  whole 
company,  he  was  compelled  to  enter  into  an  engagement  not  to  "  vend  any 
more  British  goods  dnring  the  present  unhappy  controversy  between  the  King 
and  his  colonies."  The  prisoner  was  then  released.  The  next  morning  he 
fled  to  Boston,  and  was  never  after  known  in  these  parts. 

The  captains  from  this  town  who  were  engaged  in  this  adventure  were 
Capt.  S.  Richardson,  of  the  Northeast  Conjpany  ;  Capt.  Moses  Wilmarth, 
Southeast  Company;  Capt.  Jacob  Ide,  Southwest  Company;  and  Capt. 
Jonathan  Stanley,  Northwest  Company. 

From  a  "  ref  iirii  of  tlic  several  Militia  Company's  in  tlie  Fourth  Regiment  in  the  County  of 
Bristol,"  it  appears  that  .fohn  Daggett  was  Colonel;  Ephniim  Lane,  Lieul.  Colonel;  l^aac 
Dean,  First  Major;  and  Elkanah  Clapj),  Second  Major.  'IMiere  were  in  Captain  Ide's  company, 
"fifty-three,  including  ollicers;  forty-seven  equipped  according  to  law."  Tn  Caj)tain  Itich- 
ardson's  minute-company,  '"sixty-one  including  ollicers;  til'tj-eight  of  which  arc  ei/uipped 
according  to  law;  iwenly  with  bayonets"  (of  the  lifty-eight).  In  Cajjtain  Stanley's  comjiany, 
"fifty-live  including  ollicers;  whereof  forty-seven  are  cfjuipped  according  to  law."  In  Cap- 
tain Wilmarfh's  minute-company,  "lifty-si\,  whereof  forty-eight  arc  equipped  according  to 
law,"  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  from  this  town,  besides  the  com- 
mander. The  other  captains  in  the  regiment  were  Benjamin  Mory,  Abial  Ciapp,  Job  J  lodges, 
Jabez  Ellis.i  and  Willian)  Stone.  These  captains  and  their  comi>anies  were  from  31anslield, 
Norton,  and  Easton.  There  were  also  "  four  companies  of  miiuite-men. including  ollicers;  two 
hundred  and  twelve:  but  not  yet  incorporated  into  a  regiment."  The  names  of  the  captains 
of  these  companies  are  not  given,  but  they  seem  to  have  been  for  a  time  in  Colonel  Daggett's 
regiment,  or  under  his  connnand. 

The  "  return  "  closes  as  follows  :  — 

The  number  of  training  soldiers  in  the  said  regiment  is  six  hundred  and  twenty-four;  two 
companies  of  wliich  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the  returns  of  their  reviewing,  but 
may  soon  be  returned. 
To  the  Honorable  Provincial  Congress  at  Concord  assembled. 
from  your 

humble  servant,  John  Daggett,  Col.  of 

said  regiment. 
ASSONETT    EXPEDITION. 

Information  having  been  received  from  the  vigilant  Committees  of  Safety 
that  the  British  had  made  a  deposit  of  arms  and  ammunition  at  Assonett  vil- 
lage—Freetown— for  the  use  of  the  loyalists.  Colonel  Daggett,  of  this  town, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1775,  undertook  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
these  arms  and  breaking  up  the  combination  which  had  been  formed  to  favor 
the  royal  cause.  He  was  accompaiiied  by  the  several  companies  from  this 
town,  with  their  captains,  —  as  before  nanjcd,  except  Elislia  May  in  the  room 
of  Jonathan  Stanley,  —  and  by  some  of  the  militia  from  Kehoboth  and  other 
towns.     How  many  others  were  concerned  in  the  adventure  is  not  known. 

rhey  discovered  forty  stands  of  arjjis  and  equipments  in  the  possession  of 
the  tories,  togetlier  with  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  the  whole  of  which 


'CnpuJn  Kills  was  doubtless  from  tills  towu  also. 
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was  Inkeu  by  the  patriots:.  All  who  were  suspected  of  favoring  the  British 
interest  were  rccpiired  to  swear  not  to  bear  arms  against  their  country.  Nine 
stanch  tories,  wlio  i-efiised  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  colonies,  were 
made  prisoners  and  put  under  the  charge  of  the  company  from  East  Attle- 
borough,  and  forthwith  marched  to  Taimton.  Here  their  captors  threatened 
to  convey  them  to  Sullivan's  mint-s  in  Connecticut  if  they  Avould  not  caniplv. 
To  avoid  this  alternative  they  at  last  submitted  and  took  the  ontk  of 
allegiance  to  their  country.     They  were  then  dismissed. 

This  victory,  it  is  said,  was  almost  entii-ely  bloodless.  One  stubliorn  tory 
who  refused  to  remove  his  hat  out  of  respect  to  a  ]il)erty  pole  had  it  knocked 
off  by  the  butt  end  of  some  soldier's  musket,  and  a  gash  cut  in  his  head. 

This  expedition  deserves  commemoration  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
Laving  been  accomplished  previous  to  the  commencement  of  open  hostilities 
in  any  other  jjarl  of  the  country.  It  i)receded,  a  few  days,  the  first  scene  lu 
the  great  drama  which  opened  on  the  plains  of  Lexington.  It  was  a[)pear- 
ing  in  arms,  thougli  on  a  comparatively  small  scale,  against  the  royal  govern- 
ment. The  patriots  expected  resistance,  and  were  i>repared  with  suflicient 
force  to  meet  it. 

One  writer  says  :  "  Reports  at  the  time  estimated  the  number  of  patriots 
who  then  assembled  at  Assonett  as  two  thousand  men,  but  that  was  probably 
an  overestimate,  and  yet,  whether  overestimated  or  not,  the  stubborn  fact 
remains  that  at  Assonett  village  in  Freetown,  instead  of  Lexington,  the 
great  drama  of  the  American  Revolution  was  opened.  Because  Assonett  has 
suffered  wrong  in  this  matter  for  a  hundred  and  ten  years,  is  no  reason  that 
this  wrong  shall  continue  to  be  done  forever,  nor  will  it,  for  truth  is  so 
mighty  that  it  will  ultimately  prevail."  It  is  a  matter  in  which  we  may  justly 
take  great  pride — that  our  town  took  so  prominent  a  part  in  this  occurrence. 

The  comp:iny  of  minute-men,  sixty  in  number,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Jabez  Ellis, —Enoch  Robinson,  lieutenant,  —  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Lexington  received  orders  to  march  instantly  to  Roxbury. 

"We  set  out  at  night,'  stopped  a  short  time  at  Maxcy's,  now  Hatch's 
tavern,  then  went  directly  to  Dedham,  where  we  found  two  tables  by  the 
roadside  generously  provided  with  food  for  the  soldiers  who  might  pass  that 
way,  thus  arranged  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delay.  Wa  snatched  a  hasty 
breakfast  and  marched  on,  reached  Roxliin-y  about  daylight,  and  were  then 
marched  round  and  round  Roxbury  meetinghouse,  to  make  as  much  show  of 
numbers  as  possible  in  view  of  the  British.  Our  company  remained  there 
seven  or  eight  days,  and  then  were  permitted  to  leturn  home." 

Of  one  of  these  soldiers  an  anecdote  was  current  among  the  survivors  of 
that  day  for  many  years.  One  Ileniy  Richardson,  of  this  town,  a  bold  and 
Louest  but  Iieedless  fellow,  on  his  wav  to  Roxburv  swore  he  would  have  one 


•The  circumstances  me  given  as  related  to  the  author  by  one  of  tlie  survlvorp. 
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of  the  red-coats  before  he  went  back.  On  his  arrival  at  headquarters,  the 
moment  lie  had  opportunity  he  charged  his  long  musket  and,  not  thinking 
with  Falstaff  that  "discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor,"  coolly  marched 
down  in  front  of  our  lower  guard  and  taking  deliberate  aim  at  the  opposite 
British  sentinel  discharged  his  musket  and  badly  wounded  him,  as  his  com- 
panions were  seen  to  lead  him  off  the  ground  and  his  place  was  supplied  by 
another.  Much  to  his  astonishment,  our  hero  was  immediately  arrested 
(for  doing,  as  he  thought,  so  good  a  service)  and  put  under  guard,  but  on 
the  representations  of  his  friends  was  soon  after  discharged  Avitliout  further 
punishment,  in  consideration  of  his  (juod  intentions.  On  meeting  afterwards 
one  of  his  townsmen,  he  exclaimed  with  exultation  :  "  There,  I  told  you  I  'd 
have  one  of  them  'ere  British  rascals  !  " 

The  same  company  went  down  to  Koxbury  the  day  of  Bunker  Hill  battle 
and  stayed  about  a  fortnight.  "  AVhile  there  a  small  party  of  us,"  said  one 
of  them,  "  went  round  to  tlie  Cambridge  side  to  look  at  the  British,  but  soon 
the  captain  of  a  fort  called  out  to  us,  that  we  had  better  not  go  in  company, 
for  the  enemy  would  see  us  and  fire  at  us  ;  and  sure  enough,  in  a  minute  or 
two,  a  cannon  ball  came  whizzing  along  close  by  us,  and  soon  after,  they  sent 
us  a  bomb." 

May  1,  1775.  A  company  of  sixty-four  men  enlisted  for  eight  mouths 
under  Captain  Caleb  Richardson  in  the  Massachusetts  line,  so  called,  and 
were  stationed  at  Roxbury. 

July,  1776.  Another  company,  principally  from  this  town,  enlisted  for 
five  months  in  the  recruits  called  the  "  New  Levies,"  under  Captain  Caleb 
Richardson  and  Stephen  Richardson  (lieutenant),  —  both  of  Attleborough, 
—  in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Cary,  of  INIiddleborough,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Fellowes,  and  did  duty  in  and  about  New  York,  and  were  at  the 
disastrous  retreat  from  Long  Island,  etc.  Captain  Moses  Wilmarth,  though 
he  had  served  as  a  cuptaiu  at  home,  yet  from  a  spirit  of  patriotism  entered 
the  service  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  expedition  to  New  York.  He  was 
afterwards  promoted  and  continued,  much  attached  to  the  service,  during  the 
war.  Joel  Read,^  of  this  town,  was  wounded  at  New  York.  Some  of  the 
other  members  of  this  company  were  from  the  neighboring  towns. 

September,  1776.  Another  company  was  raised  —  part  from  Attleborough 
and  part  from  Norton  —  under  Captain  Elisha  May,  of  this  town,  in  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Thomas  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth,  and  arrived  at  White 
Plains  before  the  battle. 


'He  was  a  nuisUal  composer,  publislied  three  "Singing  Kooks,"  and  was  the  autlior  of  several 
tunes  which  still  live  In  our  cluncliCH.  ills  works  were  iiuldishcd  In  connection  with  his  brother, 
l>anlel  N.  Warren.  Sec  in  Jtend  Gomdo'iy,  p.  ir.a,  i^ketcli  of  lils  nephew  Ezra,  wlio,  In  connection 
with  Aldeu  iJradford,  liad  tlie  honor  of  lirst  pulditiliing  tlic  ininRirtal  works  of  Walter  Scott,  "  tlie 
gicat  Wizard  of  the  Xorili,"  ttils  siile  of  tlic  Atlantic.  He  was  living  In  1!-3I  when  Uie  auUior's  lirst 
"  Skctcli  "  was  published. 
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In  October,  1777,  a  wliole  company  from  tliis  town  marched  to  Rliode 
Island  under  Captain  Stephen  Richardson  and  served  one  month  in  Spencer's 
^^  Secret  Expedition,"  so  called. 

Several  lueu  from  this  town  were  drafted  in  the  expedition  against  Ticon- 
deroga  in  177G,  wlio  served  also  at  Saratoga. 

Some  of  our  soldiers  enlisted  for  three  years,  and  otiiers  during  the  war. 

The  above  accounts  do  not  include  the  many  individual  enlistments  into 
the  Continental  army  from  this  town  during  the  war. 

MILITIA.  RIIOUE    ISLAND. 

The  militia  in  this  town  and  the  vicinity  were  subject  to  frequent  diafts  of 
men  (more  or  less)  from  December,  177G,  until  after  tlie  evacuation  of  Rhode 
Island.  Drafts  were  made  in  January,  February,  ^farch.  May,  June,  July, 
find  August,  1777,  and  at  many  other  times.  The  men  were  stationed  the 
most  of  the  time  at  Rowland's   Ferry  (Tiverton)  and  at  Warwick. 

The  British  took  possession  of  Ivhode  Island  in  l^ecember,  177G,  and  kept 
the  surrounding  conntrv  in  a  continual  state  of  alarm.  They  occupied  it 
above  two  years. 

General  Sullivan  during  his  expedition  to  Rhode  Island  retjuested  the  gov- 
ernment of  Massachusetts  to  send  hiiu  a  reinforcement  in  consequence  of 
the  French  forces  having  abandoned  iiim.  In  compliance  with  this  request 
the  following  orders  were  issued  by  the  Council  of  this  State,  directing  Colonel 
Daggett  of  tlie  Fourth  Regiment  (including  then,  as  still  in  IS34,  Attle- 
borough,  Mansfield,  Norton,  and  Iviston)  to  take  charge  of  the  detachment: 

State  or  MASSACnusinrs  ]5ay. 

Council  Cjiamuku,  Aug.  IStii,  177S. 

"Whereas,  Major  General  Sullivan  has  represeiitetl  to  this  Board  that  hy  reason  of  tlie 
absence  of  the  French  troops,  which  he  expecteil  would  co-operate  with  him,  he  is  in  pressinj^ 
need  of  reinforcements,  therefore, 

Ordered,  tliat  the  followinj;  colonels  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  detach  from  their 
respective  rei^iments  the  sevei'al  numljers  of  men  hereafti.'r  mentioned,  and  form  tlieni  into 
companies  of  sixty-eiirht  men  each,  includini;  one  captain,  two  sul)alterns,  four  serireanls,  four 
corporals,  one  drunnner,  and  one  lifer,  and  sec  that  they  be  equipiied,  armed,  and  accoutred 
as  tlic  law  directs,  and  order  them  to  march  immediately  to  the  island  of  ]!hodc  Island,  and 
there  to  do  duty  during;  the  campaign  on  said  island,  —  viz:  From  Col.  Ilawes' reiriment,  one 
hundred  and  lifty  men,  inclndinir  ollicers,  and  one  major;  fiom  Col.  Carpenter's  rej^imcnl 
one  hundi'ed  and  lifly  men,  includiu'^  oilice'"s:  from  Col.  Da^'.^ett's  regiment,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  includini;'  otlieers,  and  one  colonel;  from  Col.  Jfathaway's  regiment,  one  hinidnnl 
nnd  fifty  men,  including  otlieers,  and  one  lieutcnatit-eolonel;  from  Col.  Sproat's  )-egiment,  one 
hundred  and  tifty  men,  including  ollicers;  from  Col.  AVilliams'  regiment, one  hundred  and  lifty 
men,  including  ollicei's. 

And  make  nturn  to  the  Council  without  loss  of  time. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest :  John  Avery,  l)y.  Sec'y. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders  a  regiment  consisting  of  nine  hundred  n)en 
was    formed    out  of  the  several   regiments  above  named,  which  rei)aired   to 
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Rhode  Isl.'ihd,  and  served  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Daggett,  of  this  town, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  The  company  furnished  by  this  town 
as  its  quota  under  this  levy  was  commanded  by  Captain  Caleb  Richardson. 
It  was  on  the  island  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  and  was  partially  enga.red  in 
it.  Two  men  from  this  town  who  had  belonged  to  the  Continental  anny  were 
killed  in  that  action  ;  namely,  Larned  Hall  and  one  Jolm  Dwyer  (or  Dyer) 
formerly  of  Kehoboth.  '  -     /' 

Colonel  Daggett  also  commanded  the  regiment  (of  which  this  town  fur- 
uislied  a  portion)  from  Bristol  county  in  Spencer's  expedition.  This  reoi- 
ment  was  supplied  by  alternate  drafts  from  the  companies  in  the  northeHy 
and  middle  parts  of  the  county. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  island  by  the  British,  as  before  observed,  the 
militia  from  all  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  were  frerpientlv  called  ui)on  to 
defend  the  shore,  as  constant  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  land.  Attempts  were  indeed  often  made,  but  as 
often  failed.  Orders  would  sometimes  come  for  all  the  militia  to  appear  at 
some  place  near  the  island.  All  hands  would  accordingly  nmster  (whether 
by  night  or  day),  and  make  all  haste  for  the  scene  of  parade.  Thev  were 
sometimes  thus  detained  a  week,  three  weeks,  and  even  six  weeks  at  a  time 
On  the  appearance  of  a  sullicient  force  the  enemy  would  for  the  time  relin- 
quish their  design,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  ol)taiu  leave  to  -o  home 
But  sometimes  before  they  arrived  home  orders  would  come  for  their  imme- 
diate return.  The  yeomanry  were  thus  often  obliged  to  leave  the  plow  in  the 
furrow,  the  mown  hay  untouched,  and  the  harvest  rotting  in  the  field. 

ANECDOTK    OF    FAYETTE. 

While  Sullivan  was  retreating  from  the  island,  Fayette,  who  brouoht  up  the 
ivar,  just  as  he  was  leaving  the  field  espied  a  pickaxe  beloncrimr  to  the 
American  army  which  had  been  accidentally  left  on  the  ground.  Helnstantly 
went  back,  dismounted,  and  picked  it  up,  exclaiming  in  broken  Enolish  as 
he  rode  off  with  it  on  his  shoulder,  "  They  sha'n't  have  de  pickaxe  !  "^ 

The  cannonade,  which  was  heavy,  between  the  two  armies,  was  distinctly 
heard  and  felt  in  this  town,  and  produced  extreme  anxiety  in  every  family    ' 

The  time  of  Bunker  Hill  battle  was  likewise  a  day  of 'solemn  feelin<r'and 
learful  expectation.     The    cannonade  was  distinctly  heard  at  this  distance 

tlnrty-hve  miles  —  and  the  occasion  of  it  Avas  fully  recoaiiized.  It  was  so 
heavy  as  to  shake  the  windows  in  the  houses  and  the' plates  upon  the  shelves, 
ihe  earth  trembled  as  in  the  heaviest  thunder.  The  town  was  almost 
c'eserted  l)y  all  able  to  bear  arms.  Women  were  in  tears  for  the  fate  of 
lathers,  husbands,  and  brothers  avIio  had  gone  to  the  scene  of  action. 

I'l-om  the    preceding   account  of    the  civil    transactions    and    the    military 


'  This  aiicclote  was  tokl  the  .lutl.or  by  J>r.  BiUlngs.  sur^-eon  in  the  Ainericau  an 
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services  of  this  town,  it  appears  satisfactorily  lliat  our  citizens  furnislied  tlieir 
full  proportion  to  the  ranks  of  the  patriot  army  and  did  tlieir  diitv  faillifiilly 
in  the  day  of  trial. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  in  that  contest  which  agitatcil  the  couutrv 
previous  to  the  connnencenient  of  the  Revolution,  one  thin<i-  struck  me  as 
worthy  of  remark  (though  not  particularly  noticed  by  historians)  :  that  the 
citizens  of  this  State  generally,  the  people  as  a  body,  felt  a  deeper  interest, 
took  a  more  active  part,  and  exerted  a  more  direct  inlluence  in  the  transac- 
tions of  the  day,  than  the  people  of  any  other  State.  The  wliole  mass  of 
our  citizens  seemed  to  be  acting  in  concert,  animated  with  one  si)irit  and  in 
pursuit  of  one  object.  Other  States  were  indeed  as  zealously  engaged  in  the 
great  Avork,  but  it  was  rather  through  the  legislature  or  the  government  than 
by  the  direct  inlluence  of  the  people.  But  the  citizens  of  this  State  entrusted 
it  not  to  a  few  leaders  or  to  any  l)ody  of  men  to  vindicate  their  violated 
rights;  they  were  willing  to  do  tlieir  part  and  to  liear  the  burden  themselves. 
Every  town  and  almost  every  iudividual  felt  it  a  duty  to  put  forth  an  effort  in 
the  cause. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  men  from  this  town  who  served  in  the 
army  during  the  Revolution.  They  are  taken  from  the  "  Muster  Rolls  "  and 
"Pay  Rolls  of  the  Revolution,"  in  the  Secretary's  Library  in  the  State 
House,  Boston,  and  the  lists  comprise  probably  all  who  served.' 

Muster  KoU  -  for  the  company  called  on  accouut  of  the  alanu  in  April,  1775. 


Moses  Wilinarth,  Captain, 
Nathaniel  Bishop,  1st.  l.l. 
Caleb  llichardson,  2il.  Lt. 
Elijah  Barrows,         ■) 
Thomas  Sweet,  ! 

Zephauiah  Bi.^^hop, 
Obadiah  Carpenter, 
Daniel  AVilmarth,  l 
Gideon  Sweet,        j  ^"''• 
Abial  Diiidiam,  Drummer, 
Jcdiah  Richardson,  Filer, 
Comfort  Moore, 
Nathi  Clallin, 
Contider  Brown. 
Noah  Cooper, 
Thomas  Cooper, 
Daniel  Clallin, 
John  Foster, 


Joseph  French, 
Jonathan  Follet, 
Achos  ?  Hunt, 
Enoch  Hunt, 
Elijah  .Jones, 
Abel  Martin, 
Isaac  Perry,  (I'arey) 
Ebenf  IJobinson, 
Arunah  Shepardson, 
Wm.  Starkey, 
John  Tyler,  Jun. 
Ephraim  Tripp, 
John  Tyler, 
Robert  Titus, 
"   Benoni  Wilmartli, 
Abisha  A\'ashborn, 
3Ioses  Pike  (Pick), 
Daniel  Titlany, 
Peter  Thachcr. 


9lh  Company  in  ■1th  Regiment,  Col.  John  D.-ij^'gctt. 


I'riic  editor  deemed  It  best  to  place  these  names  after  the  author's  account  of  tlie  war— leaving 
that  almost  eiithcly  a.-  lie  liad  iirevlously  prepaieil  It  — Ijisiead  of  attcmpllii},'  to  ^rlve  the  companies, 
or  parts  of  companies,  directly  after  the  references  to  their  services  as  made  by  him. 

»  See  Afus.  JioUs  of  Jieo.,  vol.  13,  p.  Is9. 
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Caleb  Riclmrdson's  Co.i  in  Col.  Timothy  Wiilker's  Eej?.    April  24th  to  Aug.  1775  in  service. 


Ser. 


Cor. 


Caleb  Ricbarilson,  Captain, 

Enoch  Iiobinson,  Lieut. 

Solomon  Stamlly,  Ensign, 

John  Robinson,         -i 

Lemuel  Whiting,       ( 

Daniel  Richardson,  | 

John  Tyler,  J 

Joel  ]{eacl,  -j 

Joseph  Sterns, 

Gideon  Sweet, 

Eliphaz  Ilealy, 

Stephen  Richardson,  Drummer, 

Caleb  Richardson,  Fifer, 

Henry  Alexander, 

Preserved  Alger, 

David  Alverson, 

Gideon  ]?ishop. 

Comfort  Bishop , 

Jonathan  Blackinton, 

Abial  Brown, 

Joseph  Curamiugs, 

John  Daggett, 

John  Drown, 

Elijah  Daggett, 

Abner  Daggett, 

Sanniel  Draper, 

Jeremiah  Everet, 

I>emuc]  Everet, 

I'enuc'l  Everet, 

Ebenr  Fuller, 

Thomas  Freeman, 


Zebulon  Freeman, 
James  Freeman, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
Rufus  Gary, 
Daniel  Iluse, 
Lamed  Hall, 
Enoch  Hunt, 
Henry  Joslin, 
Amos  Jilson, 
Amazlah  Jilson, 
John  Ide, 
Wm.  Luce, 
Samuel  Luscomb, 
Comfort  Martin, 
George  Neal, 
Hezekiah  I'eck, 
Benj.  Richardson, 
Benj.  Stanley, 
Nathaniel  Sweet, 
John  Tiffany, 
Noah  Tid'any, 
Peter  Thacher, 
James  Tripp, 
Epliraim  Tripp, 
Thomas  Tillaiiy, 
Ebenf  Wilmarth, 
Moses  "Walcot, 
Wra.  Woodcock, 
Jonathan  Woodcock, 
Wm.  Pilse, 
Zephaniah  Rose. 


Men  from  town  in  Capt.  Moses  Knap's  C0.2  Col.  Joseph  Read's  Reg.  in  service  from  Apr. 
2Tth,  to  Aug.  1775. 


Benj.  Capron,  2d. 
Samuel  Tiffany, 
Seth  Richardson, 
Ellas  Bolkcom, 
David  Bolkcom, 


Lieut. 
[  Cor. 


Daniel  Bolkcom, 
Aaron  Cutting, 
Elijah  Fisher, 
Thomas  Norton, 
John  Stearns,  (Searns) 
Samuel  Woodcock. 


In  Capt.  James  Perry's  Co.'  in  service  Oct.  G,  1775. 


Allines  Claflin, 
Aruua  Shepardson, 


Benj.  Read, 
John  Sweet. 


The  following  company  of  minute-men  were  called  out  Jan.  5th,  177G,  and  marched  thirty- 
•ive  miles. 


•litboz  Ellis,  Capt. 
••^annifl  Robinson,  1st.  Lt. 
l-lisha  M:iy,  1st.  Lt. 
Kiioch  l{obinson,  2d.  Lt. 


Lemuel  Everitt, 

(illeg.)  Fuller, 

„       Fuller, 

„       Fuller, 


'  Soo  Mus.  liolt.i,  vol.  IG,  p.  12. 
':otu,  vol.  Ui,  p.  iw. 


sSco  il/ws.  JioUs,  vol.  50,  p.  113,  and  vol.  15,  p.  47.       'See  Mus. 
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Geo.  riobin?on,  2d.  Lt. 
BenJ.  Ting  ley,       -| 
Daniel  Da^^-ctt,     I 
Leimicl  Whiling-,  [  ^'^''• 
Elisha  l):i,-gctt,     J 
Aaron  Barrows,  -> 

Jczc  (Jossf!')  Ingrahani,  I 
Eliphalct  Jlolnie.s,  j" 

Joseph  ."^terns,  J 

Sam.  Tingli.'V,  Driuunicr, 
Henry  Alo.vaiuler, 
Joliu  Alexander, 
Preiscrved  Algci", 
Josiah  Allien, 
Bbillip  Allen, 
Simeon  Bates, 
Sam.  Bloise:-  (al.  illcg.) 
Stephen  Barrows?  (illeg.) 
San).  Blaekinton, 
Kcuhen  Bates, 
Nathan  Bishop, 
Oliver  lilackinlon. 
Joseph  CuMimiiiu'S, 
Stephen  Clallin:-'  (illeg.) 
Amos  Carpenter, 
Reuben  Carpenter, 
Ezekicl  Caiiienter, 
(illeg.)  Carpenter, 
Eben>^  Draper, 
Ichabod  Daggett, 
(illeg.)  Ellis, 
John  Sweet, 
AVni.  Sweetland, 
Solomon  Stanley, 
Gideon  Stanley, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Boweu  Sweetland, 
Bobert  Swan, 
Ebenf  'J'yler, 
Kathan  Tingley, 
Aruiuih  Tingley, 


Cor, 


Jabcz  Gay, 
Joseph  Guild, 
(illeg.)  Jtobinson, 
(entire  name  illeg.) 
Nathan  Tyler, 
David  Ilutchins, 
Daniel  Hews, 
Bcsolvcd  Ilealey, 
Eliphaz  Ilealey, 
Jacob  Ide, 
Comfort  Ingraham, 
Amos  Ide, 
Timothy  Ide, 
Amaziah  Jillson, 
W'm.  Lewis, 
Hezckiah  Lane 
Samuel  Jyiseome, 
]>enj.  ]Slaxey, 
Eben  IMaxey, 
Samuel  Newell, 
Josiali  ridge, 
David  Pidge, 
Win.  Pik<'. 
Thon)as  Quiudley, 
David  Bead, 
llervey  Biehardson, 
David  Biehardson, 
Ezekiel  Bobinsou, 
Joel  Bead, 
Jonathan  Bead, 
Samuel  Slack, 
Eben  Tiflany. 
Nathaniel  Woodcock, 
Sanniel  "Whiting, 
David  AVhiting, 
Moses  AValcot, 
Phineas  Clallin, 
Jabez  Pitcher, 
Abiter  Daggett, 
Elliphaz  Day, 
Elijah  Daggett, 
John  Drauer. 


The  following  is  Capt.  Stephen   Bichardson's  company  of  miuute-meii.    At  what  special 
times  they  served  the  muster  roll  does  not  .show. 


Stephen  Biehardson,  (apt. 
Alexander  Foster,  Lieut. 
Michel  Sweet,  Ensign, 
Sheribiah  Cobb.  -] 

Elijah  Cai>ron, 
Abiathar  JJichardson 
David  M'oodcock, 


Ser. 


George  lUilI, 
Thomas  llorton, 
John  Biehardson, 
Thomas  IJichardson, 
Benj.  Biehardson, 
Seth  Biehardson, 
Zei)haniah  Bose, 


» Sec  Miis.  JMh,  vol.  12,  p.  87. 
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Jobn  Robinson,         i 
Joseph  Foster,  I 

Daniel  Ricliarclson,  (  ^*^^'- 
Thomas  "Wilinarth,  J 
Nathaniel  l!ol>iiison,  Driunnier, 
Elijah  Eolkcom,  Fifcr, 
Wm.  Bolkcom. 
Benj.  Capron, 
John  Daggett,  Jr. 
Peter  Fisher, 
David  Foster, 
Eufus  Gavy, 
Comfort  Martin, 


Benj.  Starkcy, 
Nathaniel  Sweet, 
Hoseah  Tillany, 
John  IMllany 
Noah  'J'ill'any 
Sanuiel  Tillany, 
John  Wooilcock, 
Eben''  Wihnarth, 
Eliphalet  AN'ilmarth, 
Amos  AVilniarth, 
John  Wilkinson, 
Jonathan  AVoodcock, 
Zachariah  White. i 


Muster  roll  of  Capt.  lliehardson's  C0.2  tliat  marched  into  the  State  of  Rhode  Island - 
of  the  militia  of  Attleliorough  — "  to  hold  the  line  till  men  eoiild  be  raised  for  two  moni 
that  purpose."  It  was  completed  Apr.  '21st,  1777,  and  continued  in  service  until  Ma} 
including  time  to  travel  home  at  twenty  miles  per  day.    The  private's  pay  was  £1  13s.  4d 

Stephen  Richardson,  Capt. 
Enoch  Robinson,  Lieut. 
Benj.  Tingley,  Lieut. 
Wm.  Sweetland,  •) 


—  i)art 

lis  for 

25111, 

.  each. 


!-  Ser. 


Cor. 


Amos  Ide, 
Noah  Tiflauy, 
Isaac  Perry, 
Elijah  Daggett, 
Daniel  Hews, 
llosea  Tillany, 
Thomas  French,  J 
Stephen  Fuller,  Drummer, 
Benj.  AVillniarth,  Fifer, 
David  Bolkcom, 
Lamech  Blauding, 
Comfort  Bates, 
Jonathan  Blackinton, 
Othniel  Blackiutou, 
Joseph  Cai)ron, 
Wm.  Carpenter, 
l'>avid  Cooper, 
r>aviny  J  Daggett, 
Solomon  Duuham, 
John  Draper, 
Joel  Ellis, 
I'enuel  Everit, 
Levy  Everit, 
Win.  Tillany, 


Thos.  French,  Jr. 
William  Freemau, 
Jabez  Gay, 
Isaac  Ide, 
Oliver  Jillson, 
Isaac- Jackson, 
llezckiah  Lane, 
llezekiah  Peck, 
Jesse  Richards, 
Noah  Robinson, 
Benj.  Read, 
Daniel  Read, 
Gideon  Stanley, 
George  Starkey, 
Bowin  Sweetland, 
Abe)  Titus, 
Zelotis  Tyler, 
Ebenr  Tyler, 
Eben-^  Tyler,  Jr. 
Hezekiah  TilVauy, 
Benj.  Tripp, 
James  Tripp, 
James  Oru, 
Silas  Wood, 
Jonathan  Willmarth, 
Amos  AVillniarth, 
Benj.  Woodcock. 


Li>t  of  Capt.  Caleb  Richardson's  Co.  iu  Col.  Danfortli's.  Reg.  for  the  bounty  granted 
GciKTal  Court  June  27th,  1777, —  the  bounty  being  apparently  £3  a  month. 
^''>ah  Tillany,  Nehemiah  Briggs, 

Lawrence  M.  South,  Abiah  Fuller, 

^anuiil  Munro,  John  Caswell, 

>>'«'alj  Robiusou,  John  Emerson. 


IV  the 


'  Soe  Mus.  Holts,  vol.  13,  p.  CO.        2  See  Mus.  nolh,  vol.  3,  ps.  S9  and  tti. 
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"Wni.  Hoskiiis, 
Laraib  ?  Blamling, 
(illeg.)  Linkon, 
David  Fuller, 
Simeon  Crossnian, 
Jolui  M.  South, 
Abel  Pain, 
Charles  Finclly. 
Elisha  "Williams, 
Richard  Clark, 
Theophilus  Clark, 
Benj.  Jledbcrry, 
Jacob  Liiikon, 
Lewis  M.  South, 
Matthew  Macombcr, 
Thomas  Andrews, 
Ebcuf  Read, 


Abel  Medbcrry, 
Aaron  GolT, 
Abel  Goir, 
Samuel  Boon, 
Ilezokiah  TilVauy, 
Jacob  Cummins, 
Elisha  Hall, 
Benj.  Cummins, 
Israel  Jackson, 
Caleb  Richardson,  Jr. 
Abial  Tripp, 
Zelotus  Tyler, 
Samuel  Freon)an, 
Boen  Sweetland, 
Paul  Pratt, 
Silvestei-  Linkon, 
Samuel  lloskins. 
Preserved  Hoskins. 


A  list  of  the  company  i  that  marched  from  this  town  on  a  secret  expedition  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Geo.  Williams,  from  Sept.  2ofh,  to  Oct  29th,  1777,  one  month  and  six  days. 
Including  two  days  for  return  home.    Captain's  name  not  given. 


Ser. 


Joel  Read, 
Hosea  Tifl'any, 
EJiphaz  Ileley, 
ArunaU  Shcpardson,  J 
Ebenf  Dunham,  Drummer, 
Israel  Bates, 
Simon  Barrows, 
Comfort  Barrows, 
Thomas  Harden, 
Elias  Bolkcom, 
Ebenezer  Bacon, 
Oliver  Blackinton, 
Comfort  Bales, 
Daniel  Blanding, 
Jesse  Briggs, 
AYilliam  Barrows, 
Joseph  Cushman, 
Joseph  Capron, 
Daniel  Clatlin, 
Zcbelon  Cutting, 
David  Cooper, 
Loanimi  Day, 
Wm.  Carpenter, 
Joab  Daggett, 
Nathaniel  Drown, 
Joseph  Daggett, 
Daviny  Daggett, 
Epliraim  Dean, 
Solomon  Dunham, 
Joel  Ellis, 
Noah  Fuller, 


Cor. 


Daniel  Hews, 
Thomas  Tiffany, 
Herbert  Mann, 
Thomas  French,  J 
Benj.  AVilmarth,  Fifer, 
Nathaniel  Jillson, 
Daniel  Lane, 
Comfort  Moore, 
Job  Martin, 
James  Orn, 
David  Pidge, 
Jabez  Pitcher, 
Caleb  Parm(en)ter, 
Isaac  Perry, 
Wm.  Pulling, 
Daniel  Read, 
Ephraim  Read, 
Thomas  Richardson, 
Seth  Richardson, 
Zephaniah  Rose, 
Michel  Riley, 
Henry  Richardson, 
Jonathan  Read, 
Joseph  Stearns, 
Jeremiah  Scott, 
Amos  Starkey, 
Thomas  Starkey, 
Daniel  Stanley, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Clark  Sweetland, 
Stephen  Sweetland, 


>  See  Mut.  lloUs,  vol.  3,  p.  Dl. 
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Sanniel  Fuller, 
Abiiil  Fisher, 
Ebenr  Fuller, 
Jouatliau  Fullur, 
Thomas  French,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Guild, 
Amos  Iile, 
George  Ide, 
Isaac  Ide, 
Elijah  Jones, 
Oliver  Jillsou, 

Capt.  Sam.  Robinson's  company  i 
Wade's  regiment,  from  July  21st,  17' 
towns. 

Sam.  Robinson,  Capt. 
Wm.  Swectland,  Ser. 
Jacob  Frieze,        -> 
Daniel  Clalliu,       I  Cor. 
"William  Thomas,  J 
Beuj.  "Wilmartb,  Fifer, 
Philip  Allen, 
Othniel  Bluekiuton, 
David  Bolkcom, 
Benj.  Barrows, 
Nathaniel  Bowen, 
"William  Carpenter,  2d. 
Ayd  Dafr',^ett, 
Darius  Dagi^ett, 
Abial  Dunham, 
Alex.  Foster, 


Zebadiah  Sweet, 
John  Tirt'uny, 
Ephraim  Tripp, 
Benj.  Tripp, 
Philip  Thare,  (Thayer?) 
Abisha  Town, 
Ebenezer  Tyler, 
pjlijah  Wellman, 
Eliplilet  AVilmarth, 
Benj.  AVoodeock, 
Jesse  Ide, 
Daniel  Tidany. 

of  .militia  raised  for  tweuty-one  days,  for  duty  in  Col. 
lii.    Other  members  of  this  company  were  from  adjoining 

Lumy  Foster, 
Abial  Fret-man, 
William  Foster, 
Ebenr  Guild, 
John  Good  in  J?, 
George  Ide, 
Edward  Richards,  ^ 
Noah  Robinson, 
Obed  RoI>iuson, 
Joel  Read, 
John  Swectland, 
Boweu  Swectland, 
Ebenf  Tyler, 
Jonathan  Wilmarth, 
Stephen  Wilmarth, 
Eben,r  Wellman, 
Machael  Sweet. 


Capt.  Alex.  Foster's  company,2  in  Col.  Thomas  Car[)enter's  regiment  from  the  Mass.  Bay,  iu 
the  campaign  at  Rhode  Island,  from  July  27lh  to  Aug.  12th,  177S,  including  time  to  return 
home.  Service  for  seventeen  days,  ''Due  for  the  time  of  service  and  travel,  to  each  private, 
£2.  16s.  8d."    The  Courts  provided  additional  wages  £5  per  month. 


Alex.  Foster,  Capt. 
William  Swetland,  Lieut. 
Daniel  Richardson,  Lieut. 
Tliomas  Sweet,      -v 
David  Woodcock,  I  Ser. 
Eliphalet  Holmes,  J 
Levi  Stanley,  Drunuuer, 
Ephraim  Allen, 
Christoplier  Bowing, 
Simon  Barrows, 
Jacob  Bates, 
Benjamin  Blackiugton, 
Noah  Bliinding, 
Solomon  Bates, 
"NVilliam  Carpenter, 


Joseph  Foster, 
Daniel  Willmarth, 
Daniel  Hews. 
Samuel  Guild,         J 
George  Hely,  Fifer, 
Phillip  Allen,  Private, 
Philbrook  Barrows, 
Ichabod  Ide, 
Levi  Gilsou, 
Levi Ide, 
Joel  Metcalf, 
Herbert  Mann, 
Daniel  Martin, 
James  Orne, 
Heury  Peck, 


J-Cor. 


'  Sec  3fus.  i:oU»,  vol.  3,  p.  lOG.       » See  Mus.  Hulls,  vol.  2,  p.  21 . 
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Ncheuiiali  Claflancl, 
Bcnj"  Cnproii, 
Joseph  Ciipron, 
David  C'ltinmings, 
Joab  Duirgett, 
John  Draper. 
Anio.s  Dagj,'ett, 
Joel  Ellis, 
David  Fisher, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
Thomas  French, 
Ebenr  Guild, 
Samuel  Holmes, 
Israel  Hatch, 
George  ,lde, 
Isaac  Ide, 


Isaac  Perry, 
Daniel  JU^ad, 
Henry  Sweet, 
John  Street  er, 
James  Sweetland, 
Thomas  Starkcy, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Jolin  Si)raguc, 
Eben""  Swan, 
David  Smith, 
Joseph  Sterns, 
Zeiotas  Tyler, 
Othnie)  Tyler, 
Peter  Thaelier, 
Ivobert  Titus, 
Eliphalel  Wilmarth, 
Jonathan  "Woodcock. 


Capt.  Sam.  Pohinson's  Co.i  in  Col.  Josiah  Whitney's  Reg.  raised  for  six  weeks,  from  July 
29tli,  1"A.    Beyond  wages  they  were  to  receive  a  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  on  the 
return  liom.c.    There  were  doubtless  men  in  this  com))any  from  surrounding  towns. 
Sam.  Kobinson,  Capt.  Enoch  IJobinson,  Lieut. 

David  Huchins  (Hoskins),  Ser.  Jabcz  Gay,  Cor. 

Ilosea  Tillany,  Ser.  David  Polkcom, 

Comfort  Bates,  Josepli  Daggett, 

Asa  Dean,  Abisha  Town, 

Jesse  Ide,  Samuel  Tillany, 

Beuj.  Stanley,  Enodi  Hunt, 

Kathan  Piichards,  Jonatlian  Woodcock, 

John  Fisher. 

Capt.  Elisha  May's  C0.2  in  Col.  John  Daggett's  Reg.  from  Aug.  23rd,  1778.  to  Sept.  2(1, 
following,  and  two  days  to  return  home.  Discharged  Sept.  2d,  1778.  Amount  of  private's 
wages,  £2  per  month,  captain's,  £12. 


Elisha  IMay,  Capt. 
Alex.  Foster,  Lieut. 
Benj.  Maxcy,  Lieut. 
Zephaniah  Bishop,    -j 
Stei)hen  Draper, 
Andrew  Bourn. 
Tliomas  Wilmarth, 
Ephraim  Hall,  Cor. 
Peter  Read, 
Wm.  Barrows, 
Peter  Blackingtou, 
Joseph  Cushman. 
Oliver  Whiltaker, 


Ser. 


Edmond  Carpenter, 
James  Cobb, 
Loannni  Day, 
Daniel  Daggett, 
Joel  Fisher, 
Solomon  Stanley, 
John  Coding, 
Ilezekiah  Round, 
Ebenezer  Robinson, 
Bcnj.  Richardson, 
Amos  Sweet, 
Jolin  Tyler, 
William  Stanley.       Ei)hraim  Allen, 

Soldiers  from  this  town  in  Capt.  Joseph  Franklin's  Co.^  in  Col.  Xathan  Tyler's  Reg.  stationed 
at  Rhode  Island  for  the  four  months,  Sept.,  Oct..  Nov.,  Dec,  1779.  The  pay  of  the^c  men  for 
Dec.  seems  to  have  been  £10.  13s.  4d.  less  than  £2  per  man.  They  were  discharged  Dec.  Sl>t. 
William  Fo>ter.  Drunnncr,  Scth  Capron,  Fifer, 

Thomas  Barden.  Oliver  Gillson, 

Abinl  Dunham,  John  Pulliii. 


>Sec  Mus.  Kolls,  vol.  3,  p.  107. 
63,54. 


>Sce  Pay  Jiolts,  vol.  4,  ps.  207,  20S.        'Seo  Pay  J!olls,  vol.  4,  ps.  51, 
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\  Scr. 


Cor. 


Capt.  Samuel  Robinson's  Co.,i  Col. 
ton,  II.  I.,  on  the  morning  of  July  iV 

Samuel  Itobinson,  Capt. 
Ebcnr  Tyler,  Lieut. 
Elipliaz  Day,  Dit. 
Peter  IJcail,  Clerk. 
Jeremiah  Ingraham, 
Andrew  I'.ouru, 
Noah  >ror.se, 
Jaeob  Iile, 
Amos  Itle,  i 

David  PiilLce, 

Daniel  Lane, 

Samuel  Tingley,  J 

Naaman  ]5i>hop, 

Benj.  Barrows, 

James  Bates, 

Benaih  Barrows, 

Reuben  Bates, 

Abraham  Cummins, 

Amos  Carpenter, 

Ezekiel  Carpenter, 

Phinehas  Claflen, 

Loamnii  Day, 

Abial  Fuller, 

Ebenr  Fuller, 

\\\\\.  Freeman, 

Darias  Fuller, 


Isaac  Deane's  Keg.,  that  marched  on  tlie  alarm,  to  Tiver- 
<t,  17S0. 

Gilbert  Grant, 
Elisha  Hall, 
Eben'  Ilntchins, 
Amos  Humphrey, 
John  Idc, 
Daniel  Gilson, 
Levi  Gilson, 
Samuel  Liseomb, 
Joseph  B.  Laland, 
Samuel  Itead, 
Ephraim  Bead, 
William  Bead, 
John  Sweeting, 
Nathan  Tingley, 
Sinieon  Titus, 
Ebenf  Tillany, 
Walter  Tyler, 
Samuel  Tyler, 
Elisha  AVelman, 
John  Welman, 

Thomas  Withcrton,  — 

Abial  Brown, 
Jupiter  Free, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
Oliver  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Blaekintou, 
Wm.  EA'eritt. 


Members  of  a  company  -  raised  in  town  in  July,  ITSO,  for  six  months. 


Wm.  Bradford, 
Timothy  Freeman, 
Levi  Blaekintou, 
Levi  Ide, 
Silas  Richardson, 
Penuel  Everitt, 
Eliphalet  Gay, 
Abial  Freeman, 
Otis  Robinson, 
Josiah  Bacon, 
David  Robinson, 
Levi  ChalVee, 
Obed  Roliinson. 
John  Pullin, 
Benj.  Sweetland, 
Phillip  Allen, 


Wm.  Newell, 
Peter  Blaekintou, 
William  Tyler, 
Hezekiah  Tiffany, 
Elijah  Fisher, 
Daniel  Hewes, 
Aaron  Cutting. 
Joseph  Cushman, 
Reuben  Ide, 
Nathan  Hatch, 
Abial  Tripp, 
Levi  Maxcy, 
Jonathan  Wilmarth, 
Thomas  French, 
Joseph  Bishop, 
D.ivid  Dunncls. 


The  following  is  the  fourth  time  that  Samuel  Robinson  served  as  captain 
during  the  war,  in  response  to  the  many  special  calls  for  troops  in  this 
vicinity.     He  was  the  only  one  fiom  the  town  who  served  in  that  capacity 


>  See  Pay  Rolls,  toI.  3.  p.  110.       '  Sec  Mus.  llolU,  vol.  4,  p.  11. 
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BO  manj- times.     Three  —  iMoses  AVilmartli,  Calel)  Richardson,  and   Stephen 
Richardson  —  each  served  twice,  and  the  other  named  captains  once. 

Capt.  Sam.  Kol)iiison".s  Co.i  in  Col.  Isaac  Deane's  Reg.  for  service  in  R.  I.  in  1781.    Marched 
Marcli  Glh,  discliargcd  March  1  tth,  "  in  llie  evening."    Privates  received  ITs.  8d.  cacli. 


Samuel  Kobinsou,  Capt. 

Wm.  TitVany,  -j 

Ilezelciah  Till'any,  I 

Wm.r.radford,'     f  ''''^'■• 

David  llobinsou,    J 

Obed  llobiusou,  Di'uinnier, 

Wolconic  Capron,  I'rivate, 

Edniond  Carpenter, 

Otis  Capron, 

Phincas  Cliiflen, 

Calviu  Freeman, 

Eben^  Read, 

Wni.  Blackinton, 

Levi  Blackinton, 

Bcnj.  Daggett, 

Benj.  Barrows, 

Ebcnf  Ilutchins, 

John  On  lid, 

Leonard  Daggett, 


Daniel  Richardson,  Lt 
Abial  Tripp.  -v 

Otis  Robinson,         | 
Wm.  Tyler,  I 

Solomon  Dunham,  J 
Seth  Capron,  Fifer, 
Epliraim  Ciay, 
Abiah  Pitcher, 
Eben"-  'J'ilVuny, 
William  George, 
Jan)es  Bates, 
Thomas  A^'itllerton, 
Joel  Robinson, 
Beniah  Barrows, 
William  May, 
Josiah  Bacon, 
Walter  Tyler, 
James  Cutting, 
Daniel  Daggett, 
Samuel  Daggett. 


Cor. 


Another  compauy,  under  Capt.  Enoch  Robinson,^  in  Col.  Isaac  Deane's  regiment,  seems  to 
have  marched  on  the  alarm  to  Tiverton.  They  bad  ten  days  service,  from  July  olst,  to  Aug. 
8th,  1780.    Privates'  pay  about  5s.  per  day. 


Enoch  Robinson,  Capt. 

Moses  Walcot,     -v 

Benj.  Sweetland,  LSer. 

Joseph  Guild,      J 

Roial  (Royal?)  Stanley,  Drummer, 

Josiah  Allen, 

George  Blackinton, 

Oliver  Blackinton, 

Zerial  ?  Bates, 

John  Demon, 

Ephraim  Dean, 

Wm.  Freeman, 

Eliphalet  Holmes, 

Stephen  Fuller, 

Ebeuczer  Guild, 

William  Gay, 

Nathan  Tucker, 

Abisha  Town, 

Pcnticost  A\'alcot, 

David  Smith, 

William  Sweetland. 


Daniel  Daggett,  Lieut. 
Ebcnf  Bacon,       \ 
Jesse  Richards,    ICor. 
Stephen  Draper,  J 
Benj.  Ide, 
John  Jliillin, 
William  May. 
Samuel  Xewell,  - 
Jeames  Orn, 
Jacob  Perry, 
James  Pullin, 
David  l^obbins, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Jesse  Stanley, 
Stephen  Sweetland, 
William  Sweetland, 
David  AVhiting, 
Ichabod  Daggett, 
Henry  Alexander, 
Bcnj.  Maxcy, 
(Written  twice  on  list.) 


>  Sec  Pay  liolls,  vol.  3,  p.  103.       '  See  ilus.  Jtolls,  vol.  3,  p.  lOS. 
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Ser. 


Cor. 


who  inarched  on  the  :ilarm  to  R.  I.  in  Col.  Isaac  Dcaue's  Reg. 
ice  from  March  to  July  31st.  or  Aug,  7th,  ITS). 

Natlianicl  Bisho)),  Lieut. 
Dan.  Carpenter,        -i 
Dan.  Wihnartli, 
Taul  Sanfonl, 
Aruna  Slioparclson,  J 
Bcnj.  Grover, 
Abel  Martin, 
Job  Martin, 
Con)fort  More, 
Janie.s  Linkhorn, 
John  IMkc, 
Peter  Parej', 
Iclnibod  Farcy, 
Caleb  rarnicnter, 
Caleb  Itichardsou, 
Gideon  Sweet, 
AVui.  Starkey, 
Peter  Tliachcr, 
Obadiah  Thacher, 
Robard  Titus, 
Ebenezcr  Tyler, 
Eliphalut  AViinuirth, 
Abisba  Washboii, 
Stephen  "Wihnarth, 
Samuel  Willis, 
Ger.shom  Wilmartli, 
Noah  Tiffany. 

In  a  Rehoboth  company,  under  Capt.  John  Perry,  one  Comfort  Capern,  from  this  town,  is 
put  down  as  "  Mate." 

In  another  company  from  that  town,  under  Capt.  Samuel  Bliss,  is  found  the  name  of 
Conipliort  Robinson  of  this  town. 

In  the  regiment  of  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb,  the  company  of  Capt.  Hasting,  the  name  of  John 
Swcetland  of  Attlcborough  is  found.'- 

Thc  following  is  the  only  list  of  the  dead  found  among  the  records :  3 


Capt.  Moses  "NVilmarth's  Co.i 
Tlu-y  seem  to  have  been  in  serv 

Moses  Wihnarth,  Capt. 
Zcphauiah  Risliop,    -j 
Thomas  Sweet,  | 

Obadiah  Carpenter,  f 
Abial  Dunham,         J 
Elijah  ]?arrows.  Clerk 
Noah  Blown, 
Comfort  Bates, 
Joseph  Barrows, 
Thomas  Bardcu, 
Noah  Blanding, 
Solomon  Bates, 
Stephen  Briggs, 
Josiah  Carpenter, 
Josiah  Churchel, 
Cyrel  Carpenter, 
Nathaniel  Clallin, 
Daniel  Clatlin, 
Noah  Cooper, 
Amos  Daggett, 
Daniel  Daggett, 
Ebenezcr  Dunham, 
Aseph  Daggett, 
Peter  Derry, 
Ezra  French, 
Jonathan  Follet, 


Capt.  Keth's  (Keith?)  Co. 
David  JIutchins, 
Joseph  French, 


Consider  Brown, 
Reuben  Daggett, 


Benoni  Willmarth,  Simeon  Daggett, 

Noah  Brown. 

The  last  three  were  probably  from  some  other  company,  and  were  either  dead  or  missing.'* 


'  See  Mus.  h'otls,  vol.  3,  p.  25S. 

» .See  Miis.  Rolls,  vol.  5C,  ps.  13G,  13S,  145. 

'See  ^tits.  Holls,  vol.  50,  p.  190. 
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chapti:r  VI. 

PKOCEEDIXGS    OF    THE    TOWN,    CONTINUED.  DIVISION. 

THE  long  war  of  the  Kevolutiou  finally  came  to  an  cud,  and  for  some 
time  we  find  very  little  upon  the  records  relating  to  enlistments, 
bounties,  pay  of  soldiers,  etc. 

The  following,  found  on  the  ancient  State  Records  of  the  General  Court, 
is  of  interest  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  Old  Bay  State  :  — 

"  The  General'Court  begun  and  held  at  Boston,  the  25"'  day  of  October 
1780,  being  the  first  sitting  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Com:mon wealth 
OF  Massachusetts." 

Sept.  4,  1782.  It  was  voted  "  to  alow  the  constables  for  the  year  1780, 
for  the  Couuterfit  money  they  took  in  Colecting  tlie  taxes  of  said  town." 
The  town  expenses  for  that  year  were  £300. 

Some  controversy  regarding  the  ministerial  land  arose  in  1783,  and  at 
a  meeting  held  October  Sth,  it  was  voted  "  that  it  is  the  town's  property." 
A  committee  of  three  Avas  chosen  "  to  take  possession  of  the  ministerial 
Farm."  These  were  Col.  John  Daggett,  Capt.  Ebeuezer  Tyler,  aiul  Mr. 
Levi  Maxcy.  "  Instructed  the  committee  to  demand  the  money  the  minis- 
terial farm  rented  for  ever  since  ]Mr.  AVeld's,  Discease  ;  then  Dismist  Capt. 
E.  Tyler,  by  motion  made,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  other,  and 
chose  Capt.  Ebenezer  Tiffany  in  liis  stead.  And  then  acted  on  the  third 
article  respecting  Doctor  Mann,  keeping  a  Publick  House,  and  voted  all  but 
five  in  favor  of  it." 

Feb.  9,  1784,  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  the  town  should  give  extraordinary 
pay  to  officers  in  the  Continentfd  army,  and  passed  unanimously  in  the  nega- 
tive. Among  the  orders  upon  the  treasury'  for  this  year  is  the  following : 
"Pay  to  the  widow  Anne  Newell  for  Bording  ]\Iary  Fuller  Black  Child  one 
year  to  the  18th  of  November  1784,  £o.  4s.  and  clothing  said  child,  said 
term,  19s." 

lu  1785,  "Pay  Capt.  Moses  Wilmarth,  for  taking  another  of  Joseph 
Woodcock's  boys  to  bring  up  til  he  arive  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  the 
sum  of  £G."  Board  during  this  year  ranged  from  Is.  6d.  to  Gs.  —  that  is 
from  37  cents  to  $1.50  —  per  week.  Corresponding  board  to-day  would 
probably  range  from  82.00  to  8G. 00  or  .$7.00  per  week.  Another  order  for 
1785,  is  as  follows:  "Pay  to  Abiathar  Richardson  for  moving  Kathiranali 
Gorse  to  wrentham  the  sum  of  5s.  for  moving  Job  horn  to  manstield  tlie  sum 
of  28."  In  178G,  Caleb  Richardson,  one  of  the  selectmen,  received  for  two 
and  one  half  days'  "sarvis"  as  one  of  a  committee,  10s. 
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March  21,  178G.  "Voted  tli:it  one  third  of  the  annual  April  meetings,  be 
held  in  the  meeting-house  in  the  east  precinct  for  the  future." 

May  16,  178G.  "  The  town  vote  to  Chuse  a  committee  of  five  men  to  Sarve 
in  county  convention  if  the  other  towns  in  the  county  should  see  fit  to  meet 
them  in  order  to  find  out  the  Reson  tliat  circulating  cash  is  so  scarce,  and  so 
harde  to  be  got,  and  the  Reson  that  taxes  are  laid  so  heavy  upon  us."  We 
of  the  present  time  can  deeply  sympathize  in  these  two  grievances  of  our 
forefathers,  for  to  this  day  the  mystery  attending  the  poor  circulation  of 
the  former  and  the  real  reason  for  the  weight  of  the  latter  are  still  unsolved. 
The  town  chose  Capt.  Alexander  Foster,  Capt.  Caleb  Richardson,  and  Lieut. 
Mathauicl  Bishop  tliis  committee,  and  they  were  instructed  "  to  act  according 
to  the  best  of  their  Judgment." 

At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  and  held  Nov.  Gth,  178G,  it  was  voted 
to  instruct  the  representatives  at  the  General  Court  to  endeavor  to  get  a 
redress  of  a  number  of  "articles  which  we  look  upon  to  be  grievances." 
These  articles  were  ten  in  number.  One  related  to  tlie  large  pay  of  the 
"first  magistrate  of  this  commonwealth,  and  other  oflicers  of  government;" 
another  to  the  neglect  in  the  settlement  of  important  matters  pending  between 
this  Commonwealth  and  Congress,  and  another  upon  ''  the  present  mode  of 
taxation,"  claiming  that  it  acted  unequally.  Article  3d,  as  one  of  the  griev- 
ances to  be  redressed,  reads  :  "The  existence  of  that  Order  of  men  called 
Lawyers." 

Many  complaints  of  taxes  are  recorded,  and  frequent  abatements  also, 
one  entry  being  made  as  follows  :  "  To  Mr.  Abiathar  Richardson,  Constable. 
This  comes  to  order  you  to  abate  to  Remember  Ingraham  his  poll  tax  in  the 
state  and  town  tax  made  .Lan.  17,  1787,  the  sum  of  £1  9s.,  and  his  receipt 
with  this  order  shall  discharge  you  so  much  with  the  town  treasurer."  Signed 
by  the  selectmen. 

March  20,  1787.  "Voted  that  the  powder  taken  out  of  the  town  stock 
(in  1775)  should  be  Replast."  The  following  amusing  entry  was  found 
among  those  for  the  year  1788:  "Ear  mark  of  Peter  Thacher  is  a  swallers 
tail  on  the  top  of  the  right  ear,  and  a  slant  cross  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
left  ear."  Then  as  if  suddenly  realizing  his  blunder,  the  clerk  adds, 
"  Creturs  mark." 

March  27,  1787,  is  found  the  following  order  on  the  treasurer:  "This 
comes  to  order  you  to  pay  Doctor  Abijah  Kveret  for  keeping  the  town  school 
in  the  quarter  where  Caleb  Richardson,  Jr.  lives,  half  a  month,  and  boarding 
himself  for  the  year  178G,  £1.  8d.  More  to  said  Everet  for  doctoring  the 
town's  poor  lis.  and  his  receipt,  shall  be  your  discharge  for  so  much."  In 
this  same  year  the  selectmen  ordered  certain  sums  of  money  to  be  paid  to 
widow  Bethiah  Bishop  for  the  bo;ird,  etc.,  of  her  mother  Mercy  Woodcock, 
from  a  given  date  "  to  the  day  of  her  Deth."  A  further  sum  "  for  the  cost 
of  ru)n  and  watchers  for  her  mother  in  the  later  part  of  her  sickness,"  was 
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16s.  "  and  to  David  Pidge  for  digging  a  grave  to  burv  the  widow  INIercv 
Woodcock  in  tlie  sum  of  4s."  At  this  period  —  from  Jane,  1788,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1789,  —  six  moutbs,  —  the  town  paid  the  sum  of  £3.  ()s.  4d.  for  some 
person's  board. 

MarcJi  17,  1789.  "Voted  to  clioose  a  committee  to  divide  tlic  town  into 
twenty  quarters  for  schooling,"  the  committee  numbering  thirteen.  They 
reported  they  considered  it  best  to  divide  into  but  eight  quarters.  In  this 
year  the  town  appropriated  £200,  for  the  "  sole  purpose  of  mending  the 
highways." 

In  1790-91  a  number  of  persons  were  warned  to  leave  the  town,  for  not 
having  obtained  permission  to  reside  within  its  limits.  One  of  these  was  the 
Doctor  Abijah  Everet  previously  mentioned  ;  another  was  "Abraham  Tueker- 
mau  gentelman,"  another,  Ezra  Brown,  of  Kehoboth,  "  yeoman."  Some 
were  called  "  transient  persons,"  and  one  jMoses  Read  "  yeoman  "  of  Reho- 
both,  was  warned  to  depart  within  fifteen  days.  This  town  law  was  enacted 
at  an  early  date,  but  in  the  case  of  desirable  residents  nou-coiiformity  to  its 
requirements  was  "  winked  at,"  or,  more  correctly,  Avhen  respectable  peoj)le 
either  through  ignorance  or  carelessness  neglected  to  apply  to  the  proper 
authorities  for  consent  to  become  residents  of  the  town  on  first  coming  here, 
they  were  probably  permitted  to  obtain  this  consent  after  being  formally 
warned  to  depart,  as  many  so  warned  continued  to  live  here.  In  the  case  of 
the  shiftless  and  shifting  population,  however,  the  warnings  were  doubtless 
carried  into  effect. 

February  25,  1791,  the  meeting  was  held  in  the  meetinghouse  in  the  second 
precinct.  "  Voted  that  the  selectmen  should  be  a  committee  to  sell  the  paper 
money  that  belongs  to  the  town."  This  was  accomplished  presently,  for  on 
April  1st  the  treasurer  was  ordered  to  receive  the  money  belonging  to  the 
town  from  this  disposal  of  tlie  Continental  money.  The  amount  of  the  paper 
money  is  not  stated,  but  it  realized  £77.  18s.  4id.  In  this  year  the  town  is 
mentioned  as  in  the  "  District  of  Bristol,  Dukes  County,  and  Nantucket." 

Town  meetings  in  the  early  days  were  often  held  at  private  houses  ;  that 
for  February  23,  1792,  being  "  at  the  house  of  Zechariah  AVhite." 

April  2,  1792.  "  Voted  to  give  the  powder  to  the  soukliers  that  was  deliv- 
ered out  of  the  town  store,  to  the  several  Captains  of  companies  for  the 
regimental  nuister  in  October  last."  Among  the  bills  paid  by  the  town  this 
year  was  one  of  8s.  for  a  cord  of  wood. 

May  15,  1792.  "  Voted  that  the  assessors  go  separately,  and  each  one  in 
his  own  district  to  take  in  a  valuation,  and  do  it  after  haying."  The  follow- 
ing is  probably  the  result  of  the  above  vote  of  the  town  :  ' 


'The  original  paiier  prcscrveil  by  Jiicol>  Me,  one  of  tlicse  assessors,  w.is  placed  In  tlic  aiiUior'3 
hands  by  a  descendant,  Mr.  Hartford  Jde.  Jtls  deemed  of  suiUclent  interest  to  give  tlio  valuation 
cnUro. 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  X47 


neon. 


A  Count  of  the  Valuation  Taken  and  Completed  this  7th  Day  Xovembcr  1792,  by  E.  B- 
A.  Eichardson,  J.  Ide. 

Polls  Kateable  IC  years  Old  k  uinvards  to  21  years o, 

Polls  Rateable  21  years  Old  &  upwards •"•'.'.''.*.'.''  303 

Male  Polls  not  Rateable,  not  Supported  by  ye  Town ]     !    !    '     !    '    *  so 

Male  Polls  not  Rateable          Supported  by  ye  Town '.'..''  5 

Dwelling  Houses 

B"'-"^ '-'''■'-  y.  ''•'.'.'.'.::::  '.i^ 

Amount  of  Funded  Securites  at  Six  per.  cent £385  slO 

Ditto  at  Three  per  Sent •    •    . 

Ditto  not  on  Intrest o-a  m 

all  Other  Securites f^.   ?" 

,,  ,      ; 874  lG-6 

Money  on  liand 109   10 

Acres  of  Tilage  Land jos2 

Bushels  of  Rie 266G 

Bushels  of  Oats !    !    !    472 

Bushels  of  Corn 02C4 

Peas  it  Beans Ill 

Acres  of  English  and  upland  mowing ISCO^j 

Tons  of  Ilay  yearly  produce  of  the  Same 736,^ 

Money  at  Intrest £1248 

Acres  of  Fresh  meadow jg^ 

Tons  of  Hay  yearly  produce  of  the  same 1188 

Acres  of  Pasturing 52SS 

Cows  the  same  will  keep jQgg 

Barrels  of  Cyder 1503 

Acres  of  Woodland \       445Q 

Acres  of  unimproved  Land 11]3 

Acres  of  Land  covered  with  water 215  • 

Number  of  Horses  3  years  Old  &  upward 133 

Steers  &  Cows  3  years  Old  &c 861 

Oxen  4  years  Old  itc .'    *    3^1 

Swine  C  months  old .375 

Stock  &  Trade  [Stock  in  trade?] £§5/) 

Common  Land *.    697  (acres) 

H)gh  ways 708  (no  explanation  of  fig.) 

Tilage  —  E.  mowing  —  F.  meadow  —  pasturing  -  Woodland  -  Un.  L.  -  Upl   —  Water 
No  1173  -    .  150    -    -    -    -    198     ...     482     .    -    -    262    -    -    -  581  -    -    174   ..    21 
No2  249  ..  233    ....    328     .    -    .     657     -    -    .    GOO    -    -      1005  -    .    316   .    .   43 
422  .    -  392    ....    526  1139     -    .    -    862    -    -    -  losT-    .    490  ^"^1^- 

^^  AttJeborough,  August  IZ^^  1792 

?®^  Number  of  Acres  the  Town  of 

?^  Attleborough  Measured  when  the 

1:  Town  was  Surved  by  the  Selectmen, 

In  Order  for  to  take  Map  S:c  is 
5lgj  28363  Acres  in  the  whole. 

Sept.  4, 1792.  *'  Voted  to  annex  the  county  tax  with  ye  town  tax."  In  the 
warrant  for  a  meeting  for  October  this  year,  an  article  was  inserted  to  see  if 
the  town  would  vote  to  provide  "  liospitals  for  ye  benefit  of  ye  town,  or 
those  individuals  who  would  wish  to  have  ye  small  pox  by  inoculation."     The 
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article  was  dismissed.  We  eonjechire  tlie  demand  for  siicb  .1  liospital  could 
not  have  been  great. 

Aug.  4,  1794,  a  meeting  Avas  held  at  tiie  house  of  IMr.  I£phraim  Dean, 
Avbere  a  committee  consisting  of  six  captains — Ebenezer  Tyler,  Caleb 
Eichardson,  El)enezer  Tiffany,  John  Kichardson,  Samuel  and  Nathaniel  Kob- 
inson,  and  Deacon  Enoch  Eobinson  —  was  chosen  to  see  what  encouragement 
the  town  Avould  give  the  soldiers.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  a  later 
hour  of  the  same  day,  to  give  time  for  the  deliberations  of  this  committee. 
They  reported  :  "That  the  town  give  the  soldiers  such  additional  compen- 
sation as  with  the  Continental  pay  shall  amount  to  42s.  per  month  (87.00, 
a  shilling  16j  cents),  Avhile  in  actual  service,  if  they  are  not  called  out  of  this 
State,  nor  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  But,  if  called  out  of  the  aforesaid 
States  to  duty  54s.  per  month,  one  half  month  advance  pay  when  called  to 
inarch."  This  report  was  accepted.  "Then  voted  to  give  the  anen  12s. 
each,  if  called  to  muster  in  Company  ;  money  to  lie  paid  on  ^lustei-  Day." 
On  May  Gth  of  this  year.  Doctor  Bezaleel  Mann  informed  the  i)eoi)le  at  town 
meeting  that  he  had  "taken  into  his  house  Abraham  Babcock  a  molatto 
man,"  who  belonged  to  Westerly,  R.  I. 

1795.  Town  expenses  £170,  and  £200  for  highways.  At  a  town  meeting 
lawfully  warned  and  held  on  Monday  the  sLxth  day  of  April,  1795,  "  Theu 
to  the  mind  of  the  town  upon  the  important  subject  of  paying  the  Militia  in 
times  of  peace. — Which  votes  are  as  followeth  —  viz  —  Not  for  paying  the 
Militia  in  time  of  peace  —  138  —  In  favor  of  paying  the  Militia  —  7  votes  — 
Then  chose  a  connnittee  to  draft  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  and  lay 
it  before  the  town  at  their  next  town  meeting  for  their  approval."  The 
petition  is  as  follows  :  — 

To  tbe  Iloni'ie  the  Senate  ami  House  of  Kep.  of  the  Commouwealtli  of  Mass.  in  General 
Court  assembled,  June  1795. 

The  petition  and  remonstrance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Attlcboro'  in  the  county 
of  Bristol  sheweth  tliat  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  General  Court  sundry  petitions  were 
presented  to  your  Honors  by  officers  of  the  Militia  from  various  parts  of  tliis  Commonwealth, 
praying  for  a  revising  of  the  Militia  laws,  and  that  the  Militia  in  future  may  be  put  under  pay 
ou  training  or  muster  days  — tliat  we  acknowledge  the  responsibility  of  tlie  Militia,  and  are 
not  unmindful  of  the  many  services  they  liave  rendered  the  Government  and  of  the  importance 
of  their  existence,  yet  we  never  have  been  brought  to  believe,  neither  can  we  believe  that  the 
paying  of  the  Militia  for  mustering  in  time  of  peace  can  be  for  llie  interest  nor  safety  of  the 
community,  as  it  must  tend  to  destroy  that  Militia  pride  and  laudable  ambition  for  which  men 
of  that  profession  have  lutherto  been  so  remarkalile.  It  will  also  in  our  opinion  subvert  the 
order  of  things  in  its  operation  by  establishing  the  Military  over  the  civil,  it  will  render  our 
republic  forms  of  Government  nii'(iatonj  a.\n\  introduce  a  standing  army  to  be  supported  iu 
time  of  peace  and  destroy  tbe  essence  of  our  freedom.  Nor  can  we  help  being  surprised  at 
the  sudden  alteration  tlnit  has  taken  place  only  in  consequence  of  a  reverse  of  fortune,  for 
at  the  beginning  uf  the  late  glorious  devolution  our  then  patriots  made  usc  of  the  argument 
against  Great  Britain,  that  they  liad  unconstitutionally  cpiartcrcd  large  bodies  of  armed  troops 
among  us  in  lime  of  peace,  which  was  then  thought  subverting  the  rights  and  freedom  of  the 
people.  Besides  if  there  was  no  danger  from  such  experiment  we  think  it  very  unjust  that 
those  OlHcers  and  Soldiers  who  have  previously  in  rotation  voluntarily  done  their  town  at  a 
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time  when  they  were  ciilled  upon  imicl)  ofteiier  than  at  i)resoiit  without  fee  or  reward  agree- 
able to  the  custom  that  had  been  iu  practice  time  iinuKMuorial,  that  tliey  .-hould  now  be  taxed 
to  pay  otlicers  and  soldier.s  for  services  not  one  lialf  so  burdensome  as  those  lliey  liave' per- 
formed. We  have  no  wisji  to  injure  tlie  present  ililitia  nor  to  detract  from  tlieir  responsibihtv 
but  tlint  your  Honors  woul.l  amend  the  IMJIilia  laws  a-reeal)le  to  their  wishes  so  far  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  pul)lic  good.  JJut  we  tldnli  ourselves  bound  in  dulv  to  remonstrate  a-ainst 
paying  them  as  otlicers  or  Soldiers  on  traiidn-  days,  and  humblv  request  that  such  parts  of 
their  petition  as  pray  for  compensation  may  be  dismissed  and  your  petitioners  as  ili  duty 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

At  a  town  meetin- lawfully  warned  and  held  at  Attleboro*  the  sixth  day  of  May  ITMj  the 
inhabitants  being  assembled,  the  above  petition  was  perfected  and  read,  and  the  town'votcd 
to  accept  it,  and  voted  that  it  should  be  recorded  and  sent  to  the  General  Court. 

A  true  entry,  errors  excepted. 

Attleboro',  May  G'h  179.3.    •  '^"^^''^  I^'*^-  -T«wn  Clerk 

June  1,  1795.  "  Capt.  Joel  Read  for  takii  g  a  jilan  of  the  town  iu  part 
sum  o'  £4.  7s.  Gd.,  Jacob  Ide  for  assisting  in  this  work  and  makinir  bound- 
aries etc.  the  sum  of  £2.  9s.  Gd.  Expenses  of  P:benezei-  Dam-ett  for  tliree 
days  surveying  work  17s.  Gd."  This  year  one  Noah  Cole  liadiris  entire  rate 
for  the  previous  year  abated.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  llie  reason  for  tliis 
action  is  not  given,  as  it  might  be  applicable  at  the  present  time  in  similar 
cases. 

Nov.  30"\  1795,  in  an  order  upon  tlie  treasurer  for  board  for  "48  weeks 
at  Is.  6d.  per  week,"  for  Tliankful  Bowen,  "for  supportino'  herself"  the 
charge  is  "  12  Dollars."  This  is  tlie  first  mention  of  dollars  found  with  cue 
exception,^  and  from  this  time  on  for  several  vears  there  is  a  mixture  of 
dollars  and  cents  with  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  in  the  town's  accounts  — 
the^uatural  result  of  the  establishment  of  a  new  standard  of  money. 
_  For  the  next  twenty-five  years  there  is  comparativelv  little  of  si)ecial 
interest  relating  to  the  histoiy  of  the  town  to  be  found  upon  the  clerk's 
books. 

Article  7,  in  the  warrant  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  Sept.  1st,  lSl->  reads  as 
follows:  -To  see  if  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  will  vote  to  make  up  to 
the  soldiers  lately  detached  such  sunis  per  month  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable   cotnpensation  in  case  they  shall    be  called  into  active  service  " 

Sept.  25,  1812.     "  Then  voted  to  dismiss  the  7th.  article,  and  not  act  upon 

'  Tl.ls  Mas  in  February,  1781.  when  for  some  puri.osc  the  town  were  to  rii.o  ■'  ^^  nnn  h      . 
«''^-  ...Uturu  Of  ter.ns  until  the  cireulatlon  hecaMu.-  ,aM,er,l       n  >  he  V^w    i^       f ^\ '"■'^^""•"•'  '"^'"-^ 
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it."  This  same  matter  came  up  again  in  1814,  and  was  again  dismissed. 
These  two  short  records  are  all  that  the  town  books  reveal  relating  to  town 
action  during  these  years  of  war,  and,  as  is  seen,  they  amount  to  nothing. 
Very  probably  some  citizens  of  the  town  may  have  been  in  active  service 
but  the  State  archives  furnish  the  names  of  no  contingent  of  soldiers  sent 
from  this  tow^u,  as  a  town.  We  are  t(jld  also  that  there  was  no  volunteer 
service.  Two  companies  were  levied  fiom  the  four  militia  companies  then  in 
existence.  One  company  was  sent  to  New  Bedford,  and  here  one  of  its 
members  was  accidentally  shot,  but  the  company  had  no  encounters  with  the 
enemy.  The  other  company  was  commanded  by  Elihu  Daggett  ;  Samuel 
Cushman  was  its  lieutenant,  and  Chester  Bugbee  its  ensign.  This  company 
went  to  Plyraoutli,  but  saw  no  active  service.  We  may  be  sure,  however, 
that  had  occasion  offered,  its  members  and  those  of  the  other  company  would 
have  fought  with  the  same  courage  and  determination  which  have  ever  char- 
acterized Attlel)orough  soldiers. 

During  this  period,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  taxes  were  levied  by  the 
United  States  Government  on  many  articles,  and  there  Avas  a  specific  tax  of 
$2.00  levied  on  every  watch.  As  may  ho  seen  by  some  old  tax  bills  in  the 
possession  of  our  present  town  clerk,  if  a  man  failed  to  pay  his  tax  of  a 
dollar  or  two  on  some  of  these  articles  taxed,  the  northeast  corner  of  his 
farm  would  be  set  off  for  sale.  In  the  event  of  a  failure  to  meet  such 
demands,  it  became  the  business  of  the  tax  collector — then  in  our  towu 
probably  Mr,  Jacob  Ide  — to  look  up  a  man's  property,  and  levy  thereupon. 
We  are  not  told  the  amount  of  land  claimed  per  dollar,  but  in  sul)sequent 
years  some  of  these  "corners"  were  sold  in  this  town,  and  the  process  of 
redeeding,  etc.,  which  necessarily  ensued,  caused  great  trouble  and  expense, 
probably  many  times  the  amount  of  the  original  taxes. ^ 

During  the  above-mentioned  period  the  State  district  to  which  the  town 
belongs  underwent  several  changes.  In  1812  it  was  in  the  "Bristol  and 
Norfolk  District ;  "  two  years  later  "  Bristol  District ;  "  in  1822  "  Bristol  and 
Dukes  County,"  and  the  following  year  "Bristol  District"  alone.  Subse- 
quently the  districts  Avere  numbered  (in  1857)  and  this  form  of  designation 
is  still  used,  in  place  of  names. 

Sept.  19,  1825.  At  a  town  meeting  "held  at  the  old  meeting-house  in  the 
west  parish,"  it  was  voted  that  the  clergy  should  ])ecome  members  of  the 
school  conniiittee.  This  committee  in  those  days  numbered  fully  three  times 
as  many  as  now.  At  this  meeting  it  Avas  also  voted  "that  the  town  grant 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  support  of  a  singing  school  the  ensuing 


'Taxes  of  tlils  nature,  — those  on  personal  possessions,  such  as  clothing,  jewelry,  etc.,  arc  still 
lawful  In  one  of  our  nelpliboring  States,  but,  like  many  other  of  her  "  IMuc  Laws  "  they  are,  as  they 
ehouM  be,  practically  ovurlookt-d,  or  rather,  tliey  should  l)e  theoretically  as  well  as  pracUcally  abol- 
ished, and  renieinhered  only  as  curio-'ltles.  A  double  and  continual  tax  upon  jewelry  and  clotliln;?  — 
as  would  be  the  case  with  Imported  articles—  is  certainly  unjust  In  tiujcs  of  peace. 
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winter. "  ''Chose  Jesse  C:irpenter,  John  A.  Read,  Chester  Bugbee,  Artemas 
Stanley,  Rev.  Mr.  AVilliams  for  ji  eoininittee  to  siipcrintcml  the  Singing 
School."  At  this  same  meeting  Abijah  M.  Ide,  Jonathan  Peck,  and  Abiathar 
Richardson,  Jr.,  Avei'e  chosen  "to  make  a  pnrcliase  of  house  and  lands  for 
the  poor."  This  is  the  first  mention  of  a  place  where  the  poor  should  be 
cared  for  collectively. 

The  town  expenses  at  this  period  seem  to  have  increased  rapidly.  In  1826 
they  were  $2,500,  with  $1,500  for  highways.  In  that  year  cattle,  Jiorses,  and 
swine  were  not  permitted  to  run  at  large,  and  nevei'  generally  after  that  time. 

It  required  considerable  time  to  find  a  suita])le  pooi-  farm,  for  it  was  not 
until  Sept.  20th,  1827,  that  the  town  voted,  "  that  the  town  and  State  poor 
should  be  moved  to  the  house  purchased  for  tlie  town  for  the  purpf)se  of  a 
house  for  them,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  and  there  supported  uuder 
the  direction  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,"  and  not  mitil  tliis  time  was  the 
report  of  the  purchasing  committee  accepted.  This  farm  and  house  were  on 
Watery  Hill.  The  house  was  subsequently  buiucd  down,  and  one  or  two 
j)crsons  lost  their  lives.  The  fire  was  causetl  by  hot  ashes  which  were  taken 
up  in  a  wooden  pail. 

At  the  above  mentioned  meeting  of  Sept.  20th,  1827,  it  was  voted  "that 
the  selectmen  shall  receive  proposals  respecting  a  building  fen-  holding  town 
meetings,  from  individuals  if  any  should  be  made,  and  rei)ort  at  an  adjourn- 
ment of  this  meeting."  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  third  of  the  following 
April  (1828),  the  selectmen,  with  ISIoali  Clatlin  and  Abijah  j\I.  Ide,  were 
chosen  "  to  Draught  a  plan  of  a  Town  house,  and  also  a  Cite,  and  rej^ort  to 
next  meeting."  May  5th  following  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry  of  the 
East  meetinghouse,  when  this  committee's  report  was  accepted,  and  tlie  select- 
men were  to  attend  to  the  building  and  have  it  completed  "  by  the  first 
Monday  of  November  next."  The  plan  was  of  the  simplest,  the  house  being 
about  square,  with  a  peaked  roof,  and  the  site  selected  was  the  nearest 
possible  to  the  centre  of  the  town  geographically,  and  on  the  road  leading 
from  the  East  village  to  the  "city,"  just  oj)posite  the  residence  of  the  late 
Dr.  Alfred  Martin.  It  was  built  by  "  uncle"  Jacob  Cajjron,  and  he  was  paid 
880  for  the  work.  It  caiuiot  l)e  consideied  a  credit  to  the  town  as  a  public 
building,  nor  need  tliere  be  any  regret  tliat  it  is  a  fast  crumbling  ruin.^ 

The  trouble  with  boundary  lines  still  continued,  for  dining  this  and  the 
several  ensuing  years  ^committees  were  chosen  to  settle  the  same  between 
tliis  and  a  number  of  the  adjoining  towns. 

In  1830  the  town  ap}>ropriated  $3,000  for  expenses.  In  a  warrant  dated 
March  2i)th  of  that  year  is  found  the  following  lesolntion  :  — 

''  Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  town,  the  public  good  does  not 
require  any  license  for  retailers  of  spirituous  li(piors  in  the  town  of  Attle- 

It  was  entirely  dernoUsliol  some  time  since.    ]S»3. 
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borougli,    a.urociible    to   a    pelitioii    for    tliat    i)m'p()se."      Tliis    article    was 
dismissed. 

A])nl  7,  183-1.  "Voted  to  instruct  the  seiectiiieii  not  t(j  ai)i)rol.ate  nor 
return  the  names  of  any  i)erson8  to  receive  licenses  to  sell  spirituous  liquors 
the  ensuing  year." 

In  1831  the  recoi'ds  state  tliat  six  titin'nu-men  were  chosen   by  the  town 
and  in  183G  four  were  chosen,  and  for  the  last  time  ;  for  in   1837  that  ofiicc 
was  omitted  in    the   annual    choice   of  oflicers.     In   that   year  auditors  were 
chosen  for  the  lii'st   time. 

Ai)ril  1,  18;-;'J,  the  selectmen  reported  having  erected  "Guide  Posts" 
during  the  year  as  follows  :  "  Two  near  Senaca  Sanford'.s,  one  on  the  Boston 
and  Newport  road  on  the  plain,"  and  recommended  the  eivction  of  (others  at 
the  following  places  :  One  at  Cieorge  Foster's,  one  at  the  schoolhouse  near 
John  Daggett's,  one  at  the  Abiatliar  Kichardson  ''Old  Tavei-n  House,"  one 
A>-  near  Elisha  AVilmarth's,  one  at  tlie  coi-ner  of  .7.  and  O.  Bliss',  two  near  Dr. 
Fuller's  old  house,  one  near  the  burying-gi-ound  near  the  city,  one  at  the 
"  Rail  Road  House,"  one  at  Mr.  Ilolman's,  one  at  the  Falls,  one  at  the  Union 
House,  one  at  Samuel  (iuild's.  one  at  Luther  Kiclia)-ds',  one  at  Tullv  May's, 
and  one  near  Tiinotliy  Stanley's.  ]\rany  if  not  all  of  these  were  i)laced,  ami 
in  some  instances  the  fingerposts  are  still  standing,  which  direct  as  before 
along  quiet  country  roads;  but  in  others  the  sparsely  settled  i-oads  have 
become  thickly-populated  village  streets,  and  the  present  generation  could 
not  unaided  find  the  sites  of  the  old  guideposts. 

In   1845  town  expenses  wei'e  8-1,000  and    the  ai)proi)riati(jn   for  hi«diwavs 
SI, 200. 

A  special  meeting  was  called  for  July  12t]i,  18-17,  just  sulisequent  to  the 
burning  of  the  almshouse,  when  it  was  voted  to  build  another  -  suitable  for 
the  use  of  the  town,"  but  )iot  on  the  same  site  as  the  former.  A  committee 
of  seven  was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  both  as  to  a  new 
location  and  the  disposal  "  of  the  present  Almshouse  Farm  "and  report  a 
plan  for  a  new  l)uilding  with  probable  cost.  One  of  this  committee,  .^Ir. 
Joseph  W.  Capron,  is  still  living.  This  eonnnittee's  first  report  relating  to  •^ 
certain  farm  was  not  accepted,  and  later  the  selectmen  were  authorized  1" 
sell  the  old  farm,  which  was  done  April  2'.)th,  18-18,  for  81,600.16.  Sonic 
time  previous  to  this  the  town  must  have  received  a  special  gift  or  legacv  for 
its  poor,  for  it  was  about  this  time  voted  that  "  when  the  almshouse  farm  i- 
sold,  the  E.  Draper  donation  be  invested  in  the  purchase  of  another  farm." 
In  Novendier  the  farm  belonging  to  Colonel  Jra  R.  Miller,  containinir  lOft] 
acres,  was  purchased  for  83,250  and  is  the  one  still  used  as  the  "  i)oor 
farm." 

During  the  following  year  there  were  several  incendiary  fires  in  the  school- 
houses,  and  the  selectmen  olfered  a  reward  of  8500  f(u-  the  apprehension 
of  the  criminals,  while  the  town   resolved    itself    into  a  "  connnittee  of    tli<' 


IHSrORY  OF  ATrLEBOnOUGlI.  ]53 

wliole  "  for  the  protection  of  property.     TJiere  is  no  further  record  upon  this 
subject. 

In  1855  tJie  town  expenses  were  §10,000  and  those  for  hiuhwnys  §2,000 

Thirty-two  yeurs  before  the  linnl  decision  the  questioirof  town'division 
arose  for  the  first  time.,  In  the  warrant  bearino-  date  Oct.  L>Oth.  185.-)  Article 
5th  reads  as  follows:  "To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  coninutteJtx.  take 
nito  consideratmn  tlie  propriety  of  niakinn-  a  division  of  the  t.nvn,  and  report 
at  some  future  meetino."  At  the  meetino-  -  warned  "  by  the  above  w-irr-int 
a  committee  consisting-  of  the  five  followinu-  -entlemeu'was  chosen  n-imelv' 
George  Price,  Ilervey  M.  Richards,  Lyman  AV.  Dean,  Joseph  W.  Cai)ro"n' 
Elkanah  Jiriggs,  ' 

Dunng  this  year  (1855)  the  Angle  Tree  line  was  remeasured. 

April  7,  1856,  the  conunittee  on  division  reported  as  follows  : — 

Your  Committee,  cl>o.soM  at  the  last  November  meetin.-,  to  take  into  eoiisi-leration  tl.e  pro- 
pr.e  y  o    n  d,v,.on  of  t..e  Town,  l.ave  attended  to  tl.at  .iuty,  and  .n.wni,  the  follow        t^n 

The  toun  now  contan,.  over  5000  Inhabitant...  and  more  than  1000  Voter.,  bein.-  ■.  l-n- ■  r 
numberthan  can  eonveniently  as>on,ble  in  one  roon.  for  the  transaetion  of  bu  ine.s'^pi-oi'.eHv 
orsoastobe„nder>too<lbyall.  And  should  a  division  be  n.ade.  each  part  would  mi  n 
greater  mnnber  of  Inhabitants  than  the  n.ajority  of  the  towns  in  the  Comn.o  eVlt  ul 
also  would  be  entitled  each  to  a  Itepresentative  in  the  General  Court.  The  3  1:  '  ;.n  ' 
hjcafon  has  ever  been  a  .ul^ect  of  eomplaint,  and  ncAv  bein^  out  of  repair,  and  insu.h."      Mn 

.and  surrounded  by  none  of  the  a.-eomn.odation  desirable  for  n.an  or  beast ;  a  u  bdie  in 
there  IS  no  nnn.ed.ate  prosp..ct  of  the  Town  in  its  present  condition,  a.reein.^  u  on  no  ^ 
favorable  locahty  for  the  erection  of  a  new  town  House  that  will  be  con^eniem  o  a  s ',  to n 
o  the  whole  Town.  Should  a  location  be  selected  further  to  the  N^.rth  -tllr  bv  ;-^^ 
them  a  port.on  of  their  travel,- it  would  discon„„ode  the  southerlv  nd  e^  e rk  ^^c  om 
...ore  than  U  would  benCit  the  North,  therefore  nothin,^  would  be  ..u^ied  bv  t te  w,  olt'p  o  le 
m  cbangn,g  the  present  location,  which  we  believe  all  agree  to  be  unsuitable.-  '      ' 

l  here  is  not  now,  and  no  prospect  there  ever  will  be  a  common  centre  to  thi.  Town   where 

ri^:=::rL^u:^7^h;^^:r^,;:jr^::rth^^ 

tl;e,n,  or  for  the  school  eo.mnittecs  l^Z  ""::, -^Ul' DlnSI^^^'^^U.:?  tl^ ^^^h 
tm.c  and  trouble,  owmg  to  this  want  of  a  connnun  centre,  which  wou  d  e"  voided  were  n 
<^.v,sK.n  n,ade,  and  then  a  place  could  be  centrally  selected  for  the  .afe  k  e  in-^  Tf  t^^Z,^ 
ami  the  meetn.g  of  the  o.licers.  in  each  part,  more  convenient  to  all.  ' 

^  Sd"  I  ir  wlu ;;  >  ""^  ;  •■  "  "■"  — -^  «»  ••-  -e^t  ime  of  tl.  boston 
lo.vinl      I.'  ?  North,  about  -J.sOO,  and  on  the  South  about  2.000  Inhabitants  - 

M-Coo,;::;drt;:,:Lr:;th:ir;;;:;,;;::^:;,rs:"^'-^  "="-'"^"^-*" ''-  ...anagen.ntof  their 

«s  U.el^M^;;.'';;;;,r  'r  ^;^!:=""'^'-  >'^'"-  •^-•mnittce  believe  now  is  the  tnost  favorable  tin.e, 
to  the  town  "  "'  '""'■''  ^■"'"^'  •«  ''''  ^^"^■'•"'™^''  "'•  '>"'^''-  property  belongiuj 

Altlcl.orough,Apr.5,lS5C.  f^T\ 

0.  u .  Cajiron, 

n.  M.  Kichards, 

L.  W.  Deau. 
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The  two  other  members  of  tlie  committee  were  not  in  favor  and  would  not 
sign  this  report.  At  the  meeting  of  April  7th,  when  this  report  was  given,  it 
was  voted  "  to  have  the  moderator  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to'^p resent 
a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  a  division  of  the  town  of  Attleboi-ouoh." 
The  committee  appointed  for  this  purpose  were  W.  D.  Whiting,  James  C. 
Hidden,  Lyman  W.  Dean,  and  here  this  matter  seems  to  have  been 
dropped  entirely. 

As  has  been  seen,  in  1S57  names  wei-e  dropped  and  our  Senatorial  Dis- 
tricts were  numbered.  The  "  First  Bristol  District,"  as  it  then  was,  included 
Taunton,  Raynham,  Easton,  Mansfield,  Norton,  and  Attlebomngh.  Our 
district  is  still  the  same,  excepting  only  that  Seekonk  was  added  "in  1876. 

During  the  next  two  years  the  most  important  matters  befoi-e  the  town 
were  connected  with  the  schools  and  will  be  noticed  elsewhere.  On  May 
•  9th,  1859,  $300  were  voted  to  repair  the  town  hall.  A  week  later  the  town 
decided  to  build  a  new  town  house  "to  be  located  near  Kobinsonville," 
appropriated  88,000  for  tlie  purpose,  and  chose  a  building  committee,  but 
finally  acted  upon  the  first  vote  and  made  the  old  building  do  duty  a  little 
longer. 

A  town  meeting  was  called  for  Februai-y  25th,  18G0,  to  see  what  action  the 
town  would  take  regarding  a  new  bomidnry  line  between  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Lsland,  the  new  line  having  been  proposed  by  council  in  the  suit 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  which  line  conveyed 
several  hundred  acres  of  this  town  to  Khode  Island.  A  series  of  resolutions. 
prepared  by  Joseph  W.  Capron  and  John  Daggett,  were  submitted  to  the 
town  and  by  them  adopted  at  this  meeting.     They  were  as  follows  : 

Whereas  — A  eoiitrovcrsy  rciranliiig  the  true  bouiulary  line  between  Massaehusctts  ami 
Rhode  Island  Las  existed  for  a  long  time,  and  at  every  atteinpttMl  settlement  of  this  question 
Khode  Island  lias  made  additional  demands  upon  our  territory  until  >he  has  attained  six  towii- 
which  rightfully  belong  to  this  Commonwealth,  all  of  which  except  one  are  bounded  on  Narni- 
gansett  Bay,  which  thus  far  exclude  the  people  of  this  State  from  said  waters,  — And  wherea-. 
the  council  for  the  Conunonwealth  has  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Council  a  conven- 
tional line,  which  takes  from  us  nearly  all  the  remaining  portion  of  said  l!ay,  and  a  line  made 
without  reference  to  any  material  boundary,  or  a  better  and  more  convenient  line  for  occupa- 
tion, and  without  reference  to  the  interest  or  wislies  of  the  people  afl'ected  thereby,- 

Therefore  Resolved  — By  the  Inhabitants  of  Attleborough  in  Town  Meeting  assembled,  tlv.a 
we  earnestly  remonstrate  and  protc.-t  against  the  ratilication  of  the  proposed  line,  as  the 
boundary  line  between  said  States,  for  the  following  reasons:  — 

First,- Because  by  said  line  it  is  proposed  to  surrender  a  portion  of  this  town  to  Rho.lc 
Island,  in  addition  to  tlu;  one  half  she  has  already  attained,  without  pretending  to  make  a  tiinrc 
convenient  line  for  occupation,  or  any  other  cause,  — which  is  arbitrary  and  unjust  to  tin' 
citizens  of  Attleborough, 

Second,  — Because  as  citizens  of  tlie  County  of  ]5ristol,  we  are  equally  interested  in  retain- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  the  shore  line  from  I'awtucket  Falls  to  Bullock's  Xeck.  which  is  tl"' 
only  portion  of  Narragansett  Bay  to  which  we  in  this  part  of  the  county  liave  access,  — I'ein- 
as  fine  a  bay  as  there  is  in  tlie  world.  — and  when  desired  capable  of  l^eing  made  one  continued 
wharf  bounded  on  navigable  waters, —  and  where  thousands  of  our  citizens  annually  rc-er! 
for  health,  plea.-ure,  and  recreation. 

Third,  — Because  Rhode  Island  claims  and  has  exereised  jurisdiction  over  more  than  iT.i^X) 
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acres  of  land,  oinbnicing  $4,000,000  of  property  in  addition  to  the  territory  granted  by  the 
decision  of  the  lloyal  Conunis.sioner.s  of  1741. 

Fourth,  —  Because  it  divides  Scekonk,  Attleborougli,  Swausoy  and  Westi)ort,  by  an  arbitrary 
line,  in  such  a  manner,  as  greatly  to  injure  tliose  portions  wliicli  remain  in  ^Massachusetts. 

Fifth,  —  Because  it  appears  to  be  a  compronu'se  made  mainly  for  the  benclit  of  Itliode  Island 
and  Fall  Ifiver,  whereb}''valual)le  interest,  and  important  privileges  belonging  to  this  State  are 
ceded  away  without  any  equivalent. 

Sixth,  —  Because,  —  as  this  whole  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  adjudication,  and  attended  by  great  expense,  with  the  prosi)cct  of  a  speedy 
settlement:. —  \Ve  therefore  prefer  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  by  that  tril.)unal,  rather  than 
to  accept  the  proposed  line. 

Seventh,  — llesolved — That  it  is  against  the  interest  of  the  i)eoi)le  of  this  Counnoiuvealth. 
and  particularly  of  this  county,  to  make  the  exchange  proposed,  as  it  would  not  only  deprive 
us  of  valuable  territory  and  of  rights  of  lishery  loug  exercised  by  the  people  of  ^Massachusetts, 
and  without  an  equivalent;  but  would  sunder  long  establislieil  relations,  derange  the  jiropor- 
tion  between  several  of  the  Representative  and  Senatorial  Di>trict.s  of  this  County,  and  thus 
violate  the  existing  provisions  of  tiie  Constitution. 

In  18C1  it  was  voted  to  approi>i'i:ite  tliu  smn  of  S500  for  the  purpose  of 
defeatiug  tlie  pr<)i)oso(l  couveutioiial  Hue  between  Massachusetts  and  Khode 
Island.  From  their  settlement  tip  to  1741,  Plymouth  Colony  and  jNIassaehu- 
setts  —  after  their  union  in  16'J2  —  "extended  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Karragansett  Jjay."  The  towns  of  Barrington,  "Warren,  Bristcjl,  Tiverton, 
and  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  were  then  a  part  of  Massachusetts.  In  1711 
Khode  Island  laid  claim  to  a  portion  of  our  State,  and  commissioners  were 
appointed  by  the  Biitish  Crown  ''to  hear  and  determine  the  controversy-." 
Tliej'  gave  these  five  towns  to  Rhode  Ish\nd  and  made  some  other  changes 
in  the  line,  but  did  not  make  precise  and  exact  boundaries  or  set  up  any 
monuments  on  them.  Tliey  never  saw  the  land,  but  made  tlie  changes  by 
drawing  the  line  on  paper.  This  was  the  cause  which  led  to  the  subsequent 
disputes  between  the  two  States.^  The  commissioners  from  the  two  States 
disagreed  in  their  special  marlvings  of  the  line.  Those  appointed  from  this 
State  in  18-1-1  "did  substantially  agree  with  tlie  conunissioners  from  R.  I., 
and  so  reported  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  1848."  Tlieir  proceedings 
■were,  however,  "  with  great  unanimity,  and  no  little  indignation,"  declared 
null  and  void  by  our  Legislature,  "and  a  special  commission  was  appointed 
in  1852  to  prostrate  the  eighty-four  stone  monuments  set  up  by  the  Mass. 
ofticers." 

The  two  States,  though  several  efforts  were  made,  failed  to  agree,  and  tlie 
Legislature  by  its  "Resolve  of  1848  "  directed  the  Governor  to  commence 
l»roeecdings  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  there  to  have  this 
matter  finally  determined.  The  bill  filed  in  18o2  desired  that  Court  to 
appoint  connnissioiiers  to  run  the  line  exactly  as  the  Royal  Conunissioners 
had  run  it  on  paper  —  as  it  was  possil)le  to  do  —  and  set  up  the  necessary 
monuments.     This  again  would  easily  have   settled   the  dispute,  but  before 

'Tills  was  the  Royal  Charter  llmt  took  from  us  the  town  of  Cumberland  ceiled  to  Rhode  Island 
til  17.I5. 
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there  had  been  ix  heariiiti-  a  proposition  Avas  made  to  abandon  all  efforts  to 
find  tlie  ival  line  and  to  create  an  entirely  new  and  arbitrary  one  "by  cedini*' 
to  Ivliode  Island  the  llonrisiiino-  town  of  Pawtiicket,  and  the  more  valual»le 
portion  of  Seckoniv,  in  exeliantie  for  the  town  of  Fall  Kivei',  \{.  I.,  and  a, 
small  i)ortion  of  Tiverton."  This  seemed  at  the  time  an  nnfair  and  nnjiist 
arrangement,  the  exehange  being  so  unequal,  as  by  it  Massachusetts  lost 
2,200  people,   1)21    voters,   and   Si, 6 10,0'.) I    worth   of  i)roperty. 

The  people  of  this  town  did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  yieldinir  to 
this — as  they  considered  it  —  extortionate  demand;  Ijut  their  efforts,  with 
those  of  all  the  others  interested,  were  of  no  avail  :  the  new  line  was  run 
with  no  apparent  regard  for  equity  or  right.  The  line  as  run  finally  made 
no  appreciable  difference  in  our  town  line,  and  what  was  done  by  our  citizens 
-was  done  out  of  loyalty  to  the  State  and  a  neighborly  feeling  for  the  towns 
specially  affected.  The  new  boundary  line  was  ratified  by  the  authorities  of 
the  two  States,  —  not  the  Su[)reme  Court,  — and  the  monuments  which  define 
it  were  all  properly  set.  The  ivsult  of  this  exchange  has  l)eeu  different  from 
•what  was  anticipated.  Pawtucket  and  Fall  IJiver  wei-c  the  two  localities 
most  largely  interested  and  ai)i)arently  at  the  time  the  most  injured  bv  the 
change  ;  but  to  both  oi  these  cities  it  has  pnn-ed  to  l)e  a  benetlt. 

The  chief  actions  of  the  town  during  the  immediately  sueceedino-  years 
related  to  the  Civil  AYar  and  will   be   noticed   in  the  folhnving  clnipter. 

April  4,  1864.  "  Voted  to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  complain  of  all  sellers 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  not  licensed  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  all  persons 
who  rent  buildings  for  that  nefarious  business,  in  this  town." 
lu  18G5  the  appropriation  for  current  exi)euses  was  S  14,000. 
May  2,  1871,  the  town  yoted  not  to  allow  the  sale  of  "  ale,  porter,  strong 
beer,  or  lager  beer,"  the  vote  cast  being  2i»G  opi)osed,  70  in  favor.  "  Voted 
that  the  town  lease  the  Agricultural  llall  for  three  years,  at  8500  per  annum, 
for  first,  and  second  tloors  if  needed."  The  first  town  meeting  held  there 
was  on  May  3d.  1872,  and  the  meetings  continued  to  be  held  there  up  t<j  the 
time  of  the  division. 

April  5,  1875.  '•  Voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  8300,  for  the  G.  A.  K. 
posts,  to  use  in  decorating  the  graves  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
Union,  to  include  all   who  have  ever  fought  for  the  country." 

November  22,  1875.  -'Voted  on  motion  of  W.  D.  Wilmarth,  that  the 
town  consent  to  allow  the  formation  of  a  district,  under  the  name  of  'At  tie- 
borough  Improvement  District,'  within  the  limits  of  the  '  Attleborough 
Water  Sui)ply  District,'  l)y  virtue  of,  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
Chapter  332,  of  the  Acts  of  1870."  At  the  same  meeting,  "  On  motion  of 
E.  Hunt,  voted  that  the  town  do  appoint  a  connnittee  to  procure  exhibits  for 
the  Centennial  Ivxliibition  at  Philadelphia  in  1870,  illustrative  of  the  inter- 
ests, progress,  and  present  condition  of  Attlel>orough,  as  requested  by  the 
Massacinisetts  Centennial  C(jnnnission."     It  was  voted   that  the  committee 
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consist  of  nine  persons,  incliidino-  the  selectmen,  "Chose  by  Domination, 
J.  B.  Savery,  John  Daooett,  Esq.,  George  IJ.  Whitney,  Henry  IJiee,  Eh'sha 
G.  May,  S.  P.  Lalhrop,  and  tlie  selectmen."  Tiie  latter  were  G.  M.  Ilorton, 
D.  S.  Hall,  and  H.  C.  Kead.  For  some  reason  the  prop(jsed  plan  was  not 
carried  out. 

In  1877  the  appropriation  for  current  expenses  was  .?10,000  and  SS,0()0  for 
highways,  an  almost  triple  increase  in  the  former  in  twelve  years.  Tlie 
appropriation  for  paupers  was  SI, 500. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  held  IMarch  17,  1879,  the  ollice  of  overseer  of 
the  poor  was  separated  from  that  of  selectmen  and  assessors,  and  one  only 
chosen.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  April  7th  of  that  year,  it  was  voted 
"  to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  have  tjjo  Old  Powder  House  repaired  at  an 
expense  not  to  exceed  sixty  dollars,  and  that  the  old  shingles  be  placed 
inside  the  building."  This  year  the  town  voted  to  use  the  entire  Agricultural 
Building  at  a  rental  of  81,000. 

May  19.  IS.Sl.  "Voted  to  subscribe  to  the  Providence  Telephone  Com- 
pany, and  place  an  instrument  in  the  Town  Clerk's  oflice." 

An  Act  relative  to  the  rights  of  women  to  vote  for  school  committees  was 
approved  by  the  State  Legislature  on  April  9,  1881 .  Fonr  ladies  in  this  town 
qualified  and  voted  as  soon  as  possible.  They  were  Mrs.  Lowell  Brown,  Dr. 
Laura  V.  G.  Mackie,  Mrs.  Wm.  Thurber,  and  .Mrs.  Samuel  Ilolman. 

The  results  of  this  Act  of  our  Legislature,  for  good  or  ill.  have  not  as  yet 
been  manifested  to  any  great  degree.  AVe  do  not  speak  with  regard  to  the 
motives  governing  the  Avomen  themselves.  Thus  far  we  believe  it°o  be  quite 
true  that  every  woman  who  has  qualified  to  vote  in  Attleborough  has  done 
so  intelligently  and  conscientiously,  but  it  is  not  yet  time  to  Took  for  the 
effects  of  so  recent  a  cause.  The  coming  generation  must  pass  judgment 
upon  this  great  political  change  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1880  the  own  voted,  "  No  license."  One  year  after  the  Local  Option 
Bill  was  passed,  the  town  voted  in  favor  of  license,  and  the  selectmen 
opposed  the  measure  and  prevented  its  being  carried  into  effect. 

March  17,  1884.     "Voted  to  grant  the  use  of   the  school  houses  in  the 
village  of  Attleborough  for  evening  schools,  to  be  maintained  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Bichardson  School  Fund." 
At  this  meeting  the  question  of  division  was  again  brought  forward. 
"Voted  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  luceting  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  town,  that  this  town  should  be  divided  :  2l>:)  votes  for,  108  against." 

"  Voted  to  commit  the  entire  subject  of  tlie  division  of  the  town  to  a  com- 
niittee  of  thirteen,  to  be  chosen  by  nomination  as  follows:  five  from  the 
uorth  section  of  the  town,  ixya  from  the  east  section,  a.ul  three  from  the 
south  section,  with  instructions  to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting."  The  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  constituted  this  committee :  Francis's.  Drai)er, 
Oscar  M.  ]:)raper,  William  H.  Rogers,  William  H.  Kling,  Joseph  G.  Barden, 
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William  P.  Shaw,  Edwin  A.  Robinson,  Elisha  G.  May,  Charles  E.  Bliss, 
George  A.  Adams,  Philip  Brady,  George  N.  Crandall,  Everett  S.  Ilorton. 

At  this  meeting  a  Board  of  Healtli  was  elected  for  the  li'----*^  time. 

March  29  the  committee  appointed  on  the  17th  instant  reported  in  favor  of 
division,  giving  several  reasons  as  to  its  expediency.  One  was,  there  beinji 
two  especially  thriving  sections  in  the  town,  their  "  municipal  and  business 
interests"  would  be  enhanced  by  division  ;  another,  that  the  educational  facili- 
ties met  the  demand  in  each  section  ;  and  another  that  the  large  population  of 
the  town  could  easily  have  a  very  nearly  equal  division.  The  report  further 
stated.  —  "That  the  municipal  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  town  and  the 
public  welfare  of  its  inhabitants  on  account  of  our  greatly  increased  popula- 
tion and  diverse  interests  cannot  now  l)e  as  carefully  guarded  and  intelligently 
considered  as  in  the  past,  therefore  your  committee  find  that  the  municipal 
business  and  educational  interests  of  the  town  and  the  public  welfare  of  its 
inhabitants  demand  that  the  town  siiould,  and  we  recommend  that  the  town 
be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  shall  include,  and  be  known  Ijy  the 
name  of  North  Attleborongh,  and  the  other  or  remaining  part  as  Attle- 
borough."  The  committee  further  recommended  that  the  dividing  line  liegiu 
"  at  the  division  line  between  Norton  and  Mansfield,  and  running  southwest- 
erly in  a  straight  line  across  the  town  to  the  ])oint  where  the  highway  from 
Adamsdale  touches  the  Rhode  Island  line,  said  line  passing  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Yj.  D.  Parmenter,  J.  Crehan,  W.  Givens,  and  through  tlie  village  of 
Oldtown,  crossing  the  turnpike  at  the  intersection  of  said  turnpike  with  tlie 
highway  leading  to  R.  P^sten's,  and  then  passing  near  the  house  of  H.  Car- 
penter north  of  Adamsdale  to  said  point  in  the  Rhode  Island  line." 

The  valuation  of  the  town  for  188o  was  So, SOT, 099.  By  said  division  line 
$106,720  would  be  taken  from  East  Attleborongh,  $152,465  from  South  Attle- 
borongh. The  valuation  of  North  Attleborongh  was  .$2,465,995.  AVith  the 
addition  North  Attleborough's  valuation  would  be  §2,685,180;  that  of  East 
Attleborongh  $2,681,919.  The  committee  further  recommended  that  real  and 
personal  property  rights  of  action,  and  public  debt  existing  at  date  of  division 
be  divided  between  the  two  towns  according  to  the  valuation  of  property 
within  the  limits  of  each,  to  be  assessed  by  a  Board  of  Appraisers,  or  in  any 
other  way  the  town  might  determine.  W.  H.  Kling,  Ciiarles  E.  Bliss,  G.  N. 
Crandall,  E.  S.  Ilcrton,  W.  P.  Shaw,  W.  II.  Rogers,  Geo.  A.  Adams,  signed 
in  favor;  F.  S.  Draper,  O.  M.  Draper,  E.  A.  Robinson,  E.  G.  3Iay,  J.  G. 
Barden,  were  opposed  to  those  measures  (and  Philip  Brady  must  have 
opposed  them,  though  his  name  was  not  found  with  these  others).  It  was 
voted  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ai)pointed  to  employ  a  competent  surveyor 
to  survey  the  boundary  lines  of  the  town  and  report  with  a  plan  of  the  pro- 
posed new  line.  This  committee  were  G.  A.  Adams,  C.  E.  Bliss,  E.  G.  IMay, 
O.  M.  Draper,  J.  (J.  Barden. 

May  17,  1884,  this  matter  was  brought  before  the  citizens  for  their  decision. 
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"Upon  the  question,  'Shall  the  town  be  divided?'  'No,'  22o  votes,  'Yes,' 
180  votes."  The  matter  at  this  time,  it  is  said,  hinged  more  upon  the  pro- 
posed line  than  upon  division  itself,  and  the  unfavorable  decision  was  because 
the  line  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  town. 

March  15,  1886.  Upon  the  license  question  the  vote  stood,  "Yes,"  3S2  : 
"No,"  434. 

Auo-nst  27,  1886.  "  Voted  that  the  town  instruct  the  selectmen  to  divide 
the  town  into  as  many  voting  precincts  as  they  deem  proper."  This  arrange- 
ment was  for  greater  convenience  in  the  election  of  State  otlicers  at  the 
autumn  town  meetings.  The  annual  meetings  for  the  election  of  town  oOicers 
and  the  transaction  of  town  business  continued  to  be  held  as  before  at  Agri- 
cultural Hall.  At  this  same  meeting  in  August  it  was  voted  "  that  the  town 
lio-ht  the  m:iin  thoroughfare  between  Attleborough  and  North  Altleborough 
(with  electric  lights)  ;  voted  to  appropriate  theiefor  a  sura  not  to  exceed 
nine  hundred  dollars." 

September  18,  188G.  The  town  was  divided  into  three  voting  districts,  des- 
ignated as  North,  East,  and  South  Districts.  The  appi'opriations  for  1886 
•were,  for  paupers,  S8,000;  for  highways  and  bridges,  S2.'3,000  ;  for  current 
expenses:  §8,000,  and  for  incidental  expenses, S.5, 000.  The  taxes  have  been 
very  heavy,  and  on  the  increase  for  several  years,  on  account  of  the  large 
debt  the  town  incurred  for  the  construction  of  its  waterworks,  and  the 
expenses  for  repairing  the  damages  caused  by  the  Hood  of  February,  188G. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  jNlarch,  1887,  it  was  voted  —  78  to  52  —  to 
authorize  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  under  the  Park  Street  crossing  of  the 
Boston  and  Providence  R.  P.  Nothing  of  special  importance  came  up  at 
this  meeting  outside  the  usual  affairs,  such  as  acceptance  of  streets,  building  of 
bridges  over  highways  or  railroads,  school  appropriations,  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  town,  etc.  The  vote  at  this  meeting  on  the  license  question  stood, 
"No,"  561,"  Yes,"  497.  Appropriations  were  890,000,  and  the  entire  amount 
to  be  raised  by  taxation  was  8128,400.  The  town  debt  amounted  to 
$153,500.  Of  this  sum,  825,000  was  in  notes  for  the  balance  of  the  loan 
deposited  in  the  year  1883,  for  the  purchase  of  the  School  Districts'  property  ; 
$30,000  was  for  a  portion  of  the  balance  of  the  town's  indebtedness  not  pro- 
vided for  by  taxation;  865,000  for  bonds;  and  835,500  was  borrowed  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes  for  1886-87. 

The  following  ladies  qualified  to  vote,  and  registered  in  March,  1887,  and 
thirty-four  of  the  number  cast  their  ballots  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Amelia  R.  Amo.s,  Emily  B.  Fittz,  Florence  Nightingale, 

Anne  F.  Harden,  Ellen  A.  Franklin,  Emily  R.  IVrry, 

Cora  F.  Rardcn,  Jennie  F.  Fuller,  Louise  K.  Philbrook, 

Emma  L.  IJattey,  Alice  D.  Graham,  Angee  M.  Porter, 

l*liel)e  E.  Roomer,  Ellen  G.  CJustin.  Ellen  E.  Itead. 

Hurriet  A.  Rlaekinton,  Dehonih  R.  Hateh,  Eliza  A.  Riehanlson, 

Zemira  Rlaekinton,  Hannah  F.  Hatch,  Mary  K.  Rohhins, 
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Lidora  E.  liriiru''?, 
Wartlin  A.  Brijrgs, 
Sophia  G.  ]]ro\vii, 
Rhoila  1'.  Capron, 
Bebccca  M.  Coombs, 
Cora  K.  Copclaiul, 
Martha  V.  Co  pel  and, 
Sarah  S.  Diaper, 
Jennie  E.  Ellis, 
Cornelia  Everett, 
Ilannali  S.  Fisher, 

Elizabeth  M. 


Viola  L.  Hatch, 
Cliristina  A.  Ilolman, 
Eliza  D.  Ilurlun, 
Eliza  F.  Johnston, 
Betsej^  II.  Jordan, 
Elizabeth  C.  Lamb, 
Erniina  C.  Lincoln, 
Arabella  L.  Livsey, 
Clarissa  E.  Lnther, 
LanraV.  G.  Mackio 
Eliza  J.  Metcalf, 
Thnrber, 


Florence  M.  Sweet, 
Lucy  E.  Sweet, 
Lncy  C.  Sweet, 
Lydia  I.  Sweet, 
Elizabeth  Stewart, 
JNIary  E.  Sweeney, 
Ida  ii.  'J'haeher, " 
Julia  ;^^.  Thomas, 
Eliz:ibeth  G.  Thurber, 
Helen  A.  Wexel, 
Ellie  E.  Whitini!-, 


Lena  F.  Wliitniore. 


As  may  be  seen  by  the  last  animal  report  previous  to  tlie  division,  the  fol- 
lowing ollicers  were  deemed  necessary  for  the  proper  attention  to  the  various 
affairs  of  this  town,  and  tlic  transaction  of  its  public  business:  Selectmen, 
three,  one  from  each  district;  Assessors,  five;  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  three; 
Treastner,  one  ;  Town  Clerk,  one  ;  School  Committee,  nine  members  ;  'J'ax 
Collectors,  three,  one  from  each  district ;  Eoad  Surveyors,  twenty  ;  Constables, 
twenty-five;  Board  of  Health,  five  nien:ibei-s  ;  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners, 
three;  Treasurer  of  same,  one;  Sealer  of  AVeights  and  ^Measures,  one; 
Fence  Viewers,  five;  Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Bark,  ten  ;  Weigheis  of  Coal 
and  Hay,  ten  ;  Surveyors  of  Lumber,  six;  Auditors,  three;  Pound  Keei)er, 
one  ;  Truant  Oflicers,  tliree  ;  Special  Police,  eleven  ;  Fire  Police,  nine  ;  For- 
est Fii-ewards,  nine,  three  in  each  district ;  l)0ard  of  Registrars,  foni-  mem- 
bers ;  "Wardens,  nine,  three  for  each  district.     Total,  one  hundi'ed  and  sixty. 

During  1S86  the  vexed  question  of  dividing  the  town  again  came  up,  and 
for  many  months  it  was  the  theme  for  general  discussion  througiiout  the 
entire  territorial  limit.  The  movement  in  this  matter  started  in  Fast  vVttle- 
borongli.  The  lirst  perhaps  to  agitate  the  question  publicly  was  Lyman  ^l. 
Stanley,  and  he,  Everett  S.  Ilorton,  and  Charles  E.  Bliss,  were  the  chief 
promoters  of  the  movement  in  that  part  of  the  town. 

A  petition  asking  for  a  separation,  or  division,  was  circulated,  and  was  at 
first  signed  by  about  three  hundred  (oOO)  persons.  Later,  this  number  was 
increased  to  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  (51)7).  Of  these  597  petitioners, 
97  were  not  voters  ;  loS  were  resident  north  of  the  proposed  dividing  line, 
and  represented  §250,000  worth  of  property  ;  and  those  south  of  the  line 
represented  $775,000  worth  of  property. 

A  remonstrance  was  also  circulated,  and  signed  by  a  large  number  disfav- 
oring division.  The  property  represented  by  the  whole  number  of  remon- 
strants on  both  sides  of  the  line  was  $2,081,887,  and  that  of  the  whole 
number  of  petitioners,  $88;3,23G  —  less  than  half  as  much. 

The  petition  —  signed  by  Mr.  O.  M.  Draper  and  twenty-five  other  citizens 
of  the  town  —  asking  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  a  division  of  the  town 
and  to  authorize  tiie  incorporation  of  the  northerly  portion  as  a  new  town, 
was  as  follows  :  — 
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OF  Massachusetts,  in  Gexeual  Couut  Asskmulkd: 
Tlie  uiulcrsigneil  petitioners,  eiti/eiis  of  the  town  of  Attlelioroiii^li.  respoctfiilly  represent 
lliat  the  eonveiiienee  and  best  interests  of  the  inlialiitants  «ienian<l  a  division  tliereof ;  therefore 
we  pray  tliat  liiat  portion  of  tlie  town  lyiny  northerly  of  a  line  eonunenein^r  at  a  stone  monu- 
ment situated  in  tlie  ^vesterly  line  of  the  town  of  Attlehoroui^h.  on  the  northerly  side  of  the 
road  leading  westerly  from  the  Polly  Chaee  place,  thence  easterly  in  a  straiu.hl  line  to  a  iioint 
on  the  east  side  of  the  road  one  himdred  feet  southerly  of  the.  liousc  of  Howard  E.  llhoiles, 
thence  deflecting"  to  the  norlh  and  followini;'  a  straight  line  iiassing  midway  hetween  Leprilete 
P.  Fisher's  bouse  and  the  house  of  the  late  Tisdale  E.  Fislier,  thence  in  the  same  course  to  the 
Mansfield  line  nt  a  jioinl  abf)ut  live  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  northerly  of  a  nunui- 
nicnt  at  the  corner  of  the  towns  of  .Mansfield  and  Norton,  he  incorporated  as  the  towii  of  North 
Attlehoi-ough : 

O.  ^I.  Drai)er,  Edwin  I^ichards,  F.  A.  Newell. 

D.  1).  Codding,  C.  E.  Smith,  L.  Z.  Carpenter. 

J.  D.  Richards,  G.  M.  Tlorton.  S.  W.  Carpenter, 

Geo.  W.  Cheever,  John  W.  Luther,  G.  X.  Crandall, 

T.  I.  Snn'th,  J.  L.  Wells,  L.  W.  Dean, 

0.  B.  Bcstor,  L.  M.  Stnidey,  G.  T.  Holmes, 

Clias.  W.  II.  Day,  Chas.  E.  Bliss.  A.  M.  Everett. 

John  P.  Bonnett,  E.  S.  Ilortoii,  James  J.  llorton, 

E.  B.  Bullock,  A.  B.  Carpenter. 

Commonwealth    of  MasswJuisfdts. 

Seciietaky's  Depahtmknt. 

Boston,  November  IS,  1SS6. 

I  direct  the  publication  of  the  above  petition  in  the  Attleborough   Chronicle  and  Attle- 

boro  Advocate.  llEXitY  B.  Peiuce,  Secretanj. 

After  many  delays  and  postponenionts  veliich  extended  over  a  period  of  six 
months,  tiie  matter  was  finally  given  a  liearino-  on  3fay  lOtli,  I-SST,  b\  the 
Committee  on  Towns,  in  the  Rlne  Room  of  the  State  Honse.  The  following 
citizens  were  present  on  that  occasion  :  Ex-Senator  F.  L.  Puirden,  Repre- 
sentatives A.  T.  AVales  and  T.  G.  Sandland,  C.  T.  Guild,  Chairman  of  tlie 
Selectmen,  Randolp'li  Knapp,  Town  Treasnrer.  Rev.  John  "Whitehill.  Post- 
master P.  E,  Brady,  George  N.  Crandall.  S.  P.  Lathiop,  Charles  E.  P.liss, 
Lyman  M.  Stanley,  Francis  G.  Pate,  Charles  E.  Smith,  William  11.  Gould, 
Philip  ]\[.  Carpenter,  Philip  P>rady,  Oscar  'SI.  Draper,  Henry  Wexel,  William 
J.  Luther,  Lucius  Z.  Carpenter,  Albert  AV.  Sturdy,  Charles  H.  Wetherell, 
George  Asa  Dean,  Dr.  John  R.  Bronson,  Edward  R.  Price.  J.  Lyman  Sweet, 
William  ]\L  Fisher,  E[enry  I*'.  Barrows,  Everett  S.  Horton,  John  Thacher, 
Handel  N.  Daggett,  Elijah  R.  Read,  Arthur  B.  Carpenter,  Edgar  I'erry, 
George  Randall. 

At  that  time  the  State  had  but  one  larger  town  than  Attleltorough,  and 
that  was  Piltsfield.  A  statement  was  made  to  the  committee  regarding  tlie 
l)rior  actions  of  the  town  upon  the  division  (luestion,  and  various  statistics 
were  also  given  relating  to  the  size,  pojnilation.  etc.,  by  the  Attonu-y  for 
Division.  Upon  the  first  day  the  evidence  was  conlined  to  those  favoring 
division,  and  the  case  was  conducted  by  Attorney  F.  H.  Williams.     The  lirst 
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person  called  upon  to  give  testimon}'  was  Charles  E.  Bliss.  The  heaiino- 
extended  over  two  days.  The  attorneys  employed  by  the  anti-division  peo- 
ple were  Mr.  Story  and  Islv.  Sherman  Hoar.  A  larji'e  nninber  of  the  citizens 
above  mentioned  gave  their  testimony  npon  one  side  of  the  question  or  the 
other,  expressing  their  opinions  as  to  the  expediency  or  non-expediency  of 
a  separation,  furnishing  statistics  upon  a  variety  of  points,  etc.,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  to  give  their  statements  in  detail  here.  Several  expressed  as  their 
reason  for  desiring  division  the  firm  conviction  that  economy  in  government 
"would  of  necessity  foUoAV ;  others  as  positively,  with  reasons,  their  conviction 
that  expenditures  would  be  increased.  One  gentleman  from  p]ast  Attle- 
borough,  in  speaking  of  a  fellow-citizen,  said:  "He  is  from  North  Attle- 
borough,  which  is  four  miles  away,  and  which  is  connected  with  us  geographi- 
cally, and  in  no  other  relation  ; "  another,  in  reply  to  a  lawyer's  question  as 
to  how  the  two  sections  were  connected,  said:  "Very  much  as  the  Siamese 
twins  were;  each  does  just  as  it  pleases,  but  they  are  held  by  a  ligament 
which  is  very  disagreeable  ;  "  and  his  special  reason  for  desiring  sei)aration 
was  in  a  word  "  Home  Rule."  On  the  other  hand  facts  were  brought  forward 
to  show  that  there  were  many  more  bonds  of  union  between  the  two  parts 
than  those  affected  by  geographical  lines,  those  of  business  and  social  inter- 
ests being  especially  strong  in  the  estimation  of  many,  and  one  gentleman. 
a  resident  in  East  Attleborough  for  fifteen  years,  made  the  following  state- 
ment:  "  When  I  came  to  Attleborough  there  was  no  railroad  to  North  Attle- 
borough. I  have  seen  Falls  Village  and  North  Attleborough  become  one  vil- 
lage, and  Falls  Village  and  Robinsonville  joined  together.  The  two  sections 
are  connected  somewhat  as  the  Siamese  twins,  but  let  them  alone  and  the  liga- 
ment will  be  lai'ger  than  either."  Thus  the  unity  and  diversit}'^  of  interests 
between  the  two  chief  villages  was  discussed  until  the  end  of  the  hearing. 
This  was  concluded  by  the  vote  of  the  Committee  oa  Towns  to  act  upon  the 
suggestion  of  the  attorney  for  division  and  visit  Attleborough. 

The  vote  was  carried  into  effect  on  May  23,  upon  which  day  the  meml)ers 
of  the  committee  with  Mr.  Fred.  H.  "Williams,  the  attorney  for  division,  and 
Mr.  Sherman  Hoar,  attorney  for  the  opposition,  arrived  in  town.  Tliey  were 
received  by  a  committee  of  six  gentlemen  — Messrs.  E.  S.  Horton,  C.  E. 
Bliss,  and  O.  M.  Draper,  representing  the  petitioners,  and  Messrs.  J.  L. 
Sweet,  John  Whitehill,  and  Burrill  Porter,  Jr.,  the  remonstrants.  The  two 
town  representatives,  T.  G.  Sandland  and  A.  T.  "Wales,  with  ^Messrs.  G.  N. 
Crandall,  L.  31.  Stanley,  "W.  H.  Gould,  J.  L.  "Wells,  and  a  representative  of 
the  Advocate^  were  also  of  the  party.  A  large  barge  to  which  four  horses 
were  attached  was  provided  by  R.  D.  Manchester,  and  the  gentlemen  were 
very  comfortably  and  rapidly  conveyed  over  the  selected  route,  which  com- 
prised the  principal  streets  of  East  Attleborough,  the  drive  thence  by  North 
Avenue  and  Falls  Village  to  North  Attleborough,  which  was  traversed,  and 
later  in  the  day  —  Mr.  E.  R.  Price  having  joined  the  party  —  the  drive  to 
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West  and  South  Attleboroiigh,  and  fi-om  tliere  through  Ilcbrouville  and 
Dodgeville  back  to  the  starting-point.  It  may  interest  future  generations  of 
readers,  should  these  lines  ever  meet  their  eyes,  to  know  that  at  one  o'clock 
an  interval  of  relaxation  in  the  more  active  occupations  of  the  day  occurred, 
and  a  dinner  was  served  to  the  members  of  tliis  party  at  the  Wamsutta 
House — a  good  one,  the  chronicler  adds,  Avho  was  one  of  the  partakers.  The 
committee,  after  this  visit  to  the  town,  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of 
division,  a  rather  unusual  occurrence  in  such  matters,  it  is  said.  They 
further  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Senate  providing  for  the  recpiested  division, 
with  an  amendment  which  placed  the  expense  attending  the  same  upon  the 
entire  town  as  it  was  before  the  change. 

The  following  table  of  figures  '  shows  the  relative  size  of  the  two  towns, 
and  the  advantages  eaci)  one  may  possess  in  certain  directions,  as  these  were 
estimated  before  the  division  was  effected,  though  the  two  portions  were  to 
be  made  as  nearly  equal  as  possible  in  every  respect. 

North  AmjciiouurGU.       ArrLi^ijonouGU. 

Acreage .  10.143  acres,  14,1GG  acres. 

Population  (cstiniiitod) 7,100  G  000 

Valuation,  rcrsoniil  Estate !?756,o05  .$T.J-t  897 

Valuation,  Ileal  ]<:stute $2,584,495  ^2,3Go'.8(!2 

rolls 1,023                      "        i;g30 

Voters  (cstiniateil) 972  900 

Houses       1,186  909 

High  Scliools 1  J 

High  School  Scliolars 44  45 

SchooUiouses 11  jg 

Scholars  (excepting  High) 1.258  1,265 

Churches  and  Chapels 8  8 

National  Banks,  Savings  and  Loan  Fund  Associa- 
tions, Water  and  Gas  Companies,  Fire  Depart- 
ments, Libraries 1  of  each  1  of  each. 

Savings  Banks        1  0 

Hotels 2  2 

Railway  Stations 3  3 

Postoflices 2  5 

Public  Propcrtj' :  — 

Lock-ups 1  I 

Almshouses 0  1 

Stone-crusher        1  0 

Schoolhouses H  I3 

Towns  in  State  having  smaller  valuation      ....  2S4  278 

Towns  in  State  having  smaller  number  of  polls    .    .  29C  296 

Following  is  the  Act  of  Division,  with  tlie  exception  of  Section  11, 
which  provides  that  the  act  shall  take  efl'ect  before  November  1,  1S87,  in 
case  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  town  accept  it. 

Skctio.n  1.  All  that  part  of  the  town  of  Attlcborough  comprised  within  the  following 
limits,  that  is  to  s:iy,  beginning  at  a  stone  munument  situated  in  the  boundary  line  between  the 

'Taken  from  the  Atllehoro  Advocate. 
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town  of  Attleboron^li  :uul  tlic  town  of  Cunihcrlund.  in  tlie  stnte  of  ]{ho(.le  Tsliiiul.  ami  on  tlie 
northerly  side  of  the  io:kI  k-ailinu.-  westerly  from  the  Polly  Cliace  place,  so  t-allcd;  tlunue  riiii- 
ninj;-  easterly  in  a  >trai,L;hl  line  to  a  point  on  the  ea.st  side  of  the  road  one  hundred  feet 
poutlicrly  of  the  lionse  of  Howard  E.  ithodes;  thence  dellectin;?  to  the  north  and  folJowinir 
n  straii^dit  line  pas>in.u' midway  between  J.eprilele  ]'.  Fislu^r's  lioiise  and  the  liousi;  of  the  late 
'J'isdale  K.  Fisher;  thence  in  the  same  course  to  a  monument  in  the  boundary  line  between  the 
towns  of  Attlcborough  and  Manslield  live  thousand  four  hundred  and  lifty  f(>ct  northerly  of 
a  monument  at  the  corner  of  the  towns  of  Manstidd  and  Norton:  thence  nortliwcsicrly  on  the 
boundary  line  as  it  now  exists  between  the  towns  of  Attleborou,i:h  and  ^Manstidd  lill  it  comes 
to  a  corner  marking-  the  boundary  of  the  towns  of  Atlleborou;;;h.  Mansfield  and  Wrcntham; 
thence  .southwesterly  by  the  boundary  line  as  it  now  exists  between  the  towns  of  Attlcborou;,di 
and  AVrentham  to  a  corner  marking,-  the  boundary  of  the  said  towns  of  Attleborouirh  and 
"Wrcntham  and  the  town  of  Cumberland  in  the  state  of  Khode  Island;  thence  about  southerly 
alon;;-  the  boundary  line  between  the  said  towns  of  Attlcboroui,di  and  Cumberland  to  the  point 
of  begituiiuf^-,  is  hereby  set  oil'  from  Attleborouuii  and  incorporated  a  town  under  the  Name  of 
North  Attleborouyh;  and  the  town  of  North  AttIebo)-ouL,'h  is  hereby  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privileges,  riulits  and  immunities,  and  made  suljjcct  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities  of 
Other  towns  of  the  Connnon wealth. 

Skction  2.  The  inhabitants  and  estates  within  the  territory  hereby  set  oil"  and  the  owners 
of  such  estates  shall  be  holden  to  pay  all  taxes  assessed  and  in  arrears  to  the  same  persons, 
and  such  taxes  may  be  eolleeted  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  i)assed;  and 
until  the  next  state  valuation  the  town  of  North  Attleborou!,'h,  annually,  in  the  month  of 
November,  shall  pay  to  the  town  of  Attleborou^h  the  proportion  of  any  slate  or  county  tax 
which  the  said  town  of  Attleborough  may  be  re<|uired  to  pay  upon  the  inhabitants  or  estates 
liereljy  set  off.  said  proportion  to  be  ascertained  In'  the  last  valuation  next  preceding'  the 
passage  of  this  act;  and  the  assessors  of  Attleborou^'h  shall  make  returns  of  said  valuation, 
and  the  proportion  thereof  in  the  towns  of  Attleborouuii  and  North  Attleborough,  respect- 
ively, to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to  the  couiitv  connnissioucrs  of  the  county  of 
Bristol. 

Skctiox  .3.  The  towns  of  North  Attleborougli  and  Attleborough  shall  be  liahle,  respect- 
ively, for  the  relief  and  support  of  all  pei-sons  now  or  hereafter  needing  aid  as  paupers,  or 
Avlio  may  derive  or  acijuire.  or  who  have  derived  or  ae(iuircd.  a  settlement  within  their 
respective  limits.  An<l  the  town  of  North  Attleborough  sliall  pay  annually  to  the  town  of 
Attleborough  such  i)roportion  of  all  costs  for  the  relief  and  support  of  persons  now  or  here- 
after needing  aid  as  paupers  who  may  or  have  derived  or  acfiuircd  a  settlement  by  reason  of 
military  service  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Attleborough,  or  wlio  cannot  be  located  on  the  site 
•whence  their  settlement  is  derived  or  whence  it  was  ae(|uired,  as  the  valuation  of  the  town  of 
North  Attleborough  bears  to  that  of  Attleborough  as  it  is  now  bounded,  according  to  the  last 
state  valuation  prior  to  said  relief  and  sup|)ort. 

Skction  4.  Existing  rights  of  action  in  favor  of  or  against  the  town  of  Attleborough  may 
be  instituted  and  i)rosceuted  or  defended  by  said  town  in  the  same  maimer  and  with  like  eti'ect 
as  before  the  passage  of  this  act.  and  the  amount  recovered  therein  shall  be  paid  or  received 
as  the  case  may  be  l>y  the  town  of  Attle!)orough.  and  reckoning  costs  and  expenses,  including 
counsel  fees,  shall  be  divided  hetween  the  towns  in  the  ratio  of  one-lialf  to  North  Attle 
Ijorougb  and  one-half  to  Attleljorough. 

Skctiox  5.  The  corporate  property  of  the  town  of  Attleborouub,  both  real  and  personal, 
iu  being  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the  town  debts  then  existing,  shall  be 
divided  between  the  towns  of  Attleborough  and  North  Attleborough  according  to  the  valua- 
tion of  the  proi)erty  within  their  re>i)ective  limits,  as  assessed  :May  lirst.  eighteen  hundreil  au<l 
eighty-six.  The  towns  shall  severally  retain  and  holil  all  the  real  and  personal  pro|)erty  now 
within  their  respective  limits,  upon  a  valuation  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  lioards  of  selectmen 
of  both  towns  in  concurrence,  and  ditl'ercnces  in  valuation  shall  be  e(|ualized  and  balanccj! 
adjusted  by  apportionment  of  the  town  ilelit.  In  case  of  a  failure  to  agree  upon  a  valuation  or 
division  of  the  assets  and  liabilities,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  a  board  of  three  conuni.«- 
sioners,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  residents  of  either  of  said  towns,  to  be  aiipointed  by  the 
superior  court  for  the  county  of  Bristol  in  term  time  or  vacation,  upon  petition  of  cither  town 
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witli  noti<-o  10  llK-  otlHT.  Tl>o  .•ommi.sion  so  appoiuteil  shall  sit  au-J,  aftor  l.earii,.^  hotli  mrties 
dcternnne  ll.e  ...allcrs  of  disa-ivomeni  aloiv^aid,  an.l  return  tlicir  awan]  into  <ai.l  com't  and 
the  award  of  the  majority,  when  aeeepte.l  l,y  the  curt,  shall  he  Jinal;  and  said  .-otirt 'nf.v 
issue  any  writ  or  make  any  ord.M-  thereon  neeessary  to  earry  the  same  into  clVeet.  The  award 
may  be  set  aode  for  fraud  or  manifest  error.  I.ut  for  no  other  cause,  and  thereuuon  n'nv  he 
recomnutted  to  the  same  or  other  eonnnissioners  to  be  appointed  lor  the  same  purpose  with 
like  i)owers  and  dulios  as  aforoahl.  ."lui 

Section  G.  TI.,;  town  of  North  Attleln.rou-h  >ha]l.  until  otherwise  provi.led  bv  law  eon 
tinue  to  be  a  part  of  the  seeond  eouK.essional  .li>tri.-t.  of  the  .>ecoml  <-ouneillor  distrie't  of  the 
first  J.nstoi  senatorial  distriet  and  the  lirst  Bristol  representative  distriet;  and  at  all  ele-tions 
the  mhabttants  of  the  town  of  North  Atlleborouu'h  shall  vote  at  pollin.-  pla.-es  to  be  furnished 
w.th.n  the  town.  The  seleetme..  and  elerk  of  the  town  of  North  AttlehorouH,  sh-dl  make 
return,  of  elections  as  if  the  town  had  exist,.!  at  the  tin...  of  the  formation  of">aid  districts 

of  No.th   AttleboroUKh,   may   .s>ue  Ins  warrant,  direete.l  to   any  inhabitant   of  said   town 
rcqu.nug  hun  to  .ml.fy  and  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  <,ualilied  to  vote  in  town  allairs     o 
meet  at  the  t.n.e  and  plaee  therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  ehoosin^-  all  suH.  oflieerV  as 
towns  are  by  law  authuriz.-d  and  re.pu-red  to  ehoose  at  their  annual  ,neetin,^>,  and  said  warrai, 
shall  be  observed  by  postn.,-  copies  thereof,  attested  by  the  person  towhom  the  sa.ne  is 

diree  ed,  in  Ihivc  or  more  i.i e  places  in  the  town  of  North  Attlehorou-di.  .even  day.  at 

east  befon>  the  lime  of  .uch  meetin;,.  Such  Justice,  or  in  his  absence  such  inhabitant  reqnired 
to  notify  the  meet,,,.:,  shall  i.reside  until  the  choice  of  a  moderator  in  said  ...wn  meetii-'  The 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Atth^boroud.  slu.ll,  b<-fore  .aid  meetin^^  prepare  a  li>t  of  voters  in 
the  town  of  North  Altleborou.h  ,u.li.ied  to  ^  ote  at  said  meetin^^md  shall  ddLe  l^"  m" 
to  the  person  pres.di.ir,^  at  such  meeting?  before  llie  choice  of  moderator  thereof 
Sk.-tio.v  S.    The  towns  of   Attleborou^'h  and  North  Attleborou'd.  shall  bear  the  evpen^e 

:irSnC  Aui:b:::s.^"'"^'^" "'''  ^""""■'"^ ''-  ""^^ '''-'-  '"^  ^-^'-  -  -^^^'^'--^^ 

Section  9.    The  town  of  Altleborough   shall   pay  to  the  town  of  North  Attleborou'-h 

a  half  part  of  whatever  amount  may  hereafter  be  refunded  to  said  town  of  At  leborm 'Hrom 

he  Slate  or  United  States,  to  reimburse  it  for  bounties  to  soldiers  or  state  aid     e  ^^^^     "  j 

to  the  families  of  soldiers  after  deductin.i;  all  reasonable  expenses  "ucioio.c  paid 

Skction  10.  All  rights  heretofore  seen  red  to  cxislin.^^  corporations  upon  the  lerritorv 
liereby  incorporated  >hall  continue  as  thou-h  this  act  liad  not  passed.  'cintoiN 

The  ai-uments  l,ro..ol,t  l.y  the  i.clitioners  for  a  division  wefe  chiellv  that 
the  size  of  the  town  was  too  great;  that  there  was  not  one  centie,  bnt  two  • 
that  these  were  practically  the  centres  of  two  towns,  as  thev  were  separated 
both  by  distance  and  diversity  of  interests;  that  the  inhabitants  alreadv 
numbered  too  many  to  be  properly  managed  by  one  ollicial  bodv,  thi.  bo.lv 
having  for  some  time  been  broken  into  sectional  parts;  that  the' voters  were 
too  unmeroi.s  to  be  satisfactorily  handled  at  one  meetino-place  for  the  tr-ins- 
act.on  of  public  affairs;  that  the  rivalry  existing  between  tlie  two  lar-a^st 
villages  had  already  caused  much  legislation  for  improvements,  and  thal^the 
result  of  this  legislation  had  been  to  impose  burdensome  taxes  upon  the 
entire  town  ;  that  these  and  future  similar  burdens  would  be  much  li-htened 
by  having  two  towns  in  place  of  one:  in  fact,  that  economies  imp.issible 
with  one  town  could  easily  be  practised  with  two,  etc.,  .-.nd  it  was  the  .M.in- 
•on  of  some  that  the  only  alternative  to  division  was  municipal  <rovernment 
^Mth  all  Its  attendant  expenses  in  the  not  far  distant  future.  To  each  of 
these  arguments  those  opp..siiig  division  said  in  a  word:   -  It  U  not  so  "  or 
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"  It  rLnll  not  be  true."  They  argued  that  there  was  no  more  reason  for  uja'-. 
ing  two  towns  on  account  of  size  than  when  Attleljorough  was  a  pan  of  tiif 
Eelioboth  Nortli  Pui'chase,  its  territory  being  in  fnct  less  than  at  tluit  tirnf;  hv 
the  removal  of  the  CJore,  now  the  town  of  Cuinbei'land,  R.  I,  ;  that  voters 
could  be  aeccjinniodated  and  town  Inisiness  propci-ly  transacted  uiirl-r  th-- 
existing  conditions;  that  the  twn  more  populous  sections  were  not  "  ;iijit,-. I 
only  geographically,"  but  that  their  interests  were  decidedly  in  mauv  wavs 
one  and  the  same  ;  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  list. 

The  day  appointed  for  deciding  this  long  talked  of  and  importanr  inattor 
was  July  30th,  1887.  Previous  to  this  time  great  efforts  had  been  made  hv 
each  side  to  turn  the  tide  of  the  popular  vote  in  its  direction.  Partv  spirit 
had  run  high,  and  party  feeling  was  very  deep.  To  both  sides  equally  this 
seemed  a  question  of  vital  interest  to  the  good  of  the  town,  and  in  the  eycr: 
of  the  one  side  and  of  the  otiier,  whichever  way  the  scales  should  turn,  so 
strong  were  the  convictions  and  so  bitter  and  pronounced  was  the  pnrtisau- 
ship,  it  seemed  as  if  the  life  of  the  town  hung  upon  the  balance,  and  its 
whole  future  prosperity  depended  upon  the  issue.  Such  being  the  conditions, 
it  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  oui-  citizens  that  when  the  momentous  day  arriveil 
they  conducted  the  necessary  business  in  the  most  quiet  and  courteous  man- 
ner. One  says:  "In  all  the  prcciucls  it  was  very  orderly  and  quiet.  Otli- 
cers  were  present  to  enforce  order  if  necessary,  but  they  had  literally  nothing 
to  do  but  to  kill  time." 

In  North  Attleborough  little  if  any  opposition  work  was  carried  on  duriug 
voting  hours.  The  voting  was  done  in  the  old  Universalist  Church  building. 
and  the  polls  in  that  precinct  were  closed  at  4.10  r.ji.  At  Attleborough 
the  gathering  was  a  larger  one.  Several  gentlemen  opposed  to  division 
did  considerable  "  quiet  work,"  while  others  were  active  upon  the  opposite 
side.  Here  the  polls  were  opened  in  the  Engine  House  on  South  Main 
Street  and  were  closed  at  4.30  p.m.  At  South  Attleborough  one  man  espe- 
cially was  very  active  in  bringing  opposition  votei-s  to  the  polls  at  Mcny 
Hall.  The  citizens  there  and  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  had  been  decid- 
edly against  division  from  the  commencement  of  the  last  movement  in  th:U 
direction.  The  polls  there  closed  at  4  p.m.,  and  the  result  was  no  uncertain 
one. 

We  again  quote  the  words  of  another:  ''It  was  noticeable  at  the  polling 
places  that  most  every  man  who  voted  was  decided  in  his  mind,  and  wliiU' 
attempts  were  made  by  both  sides  to  influence,  they  were  practically  aban- 
doned early  in  the  day.  Another  pleasing  thing  to  record  is  that  the  utmost 
good  humor  prevailed.  There  was  good-natured  dialling,  and  occasionally 
some  one  was  excited  into  a  little  louder  tone  of  voice  than  common.  Imt 
considering  the  importance  of  the  occasion  and  the  earnestness  on  both  sitle> 
it  was  remarkably  quiet,  and  highly  creditable  that  it  was  so." 

'J'he  oflicial  count  stands  as  f(jllows  :  — 
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Yeas.  Niiy-s.  Total. 

North  Attlclioronu'h 234               373  G05 

East  Attlcboi-oiigi 411               ISO  rm 

Soiitli  Attlcl)orou;:!i 17                 91  108 

Total  Yeas 6r.."> 

Total  Nays 042 

Whole  iniinher  of  votes  east 1,307 

Majority  in  favor  of  division 23 

Thus  by  a  small  iiiajorily  this  great  question  was  decidi'i.l,  ani.l  out  of  the 
single  town  ■svliich  iiad  lived  and  piospered  for  almost  two  hundred  years  two 
entire  towns  "  fidly  armed  and  equipi)ed"  were  called  into  exi.^tenee.  Ap- 
parently the  matter  was  settled,  and  it  was  generally  suj^posed  that  it  only 
remained  for  the  citizens  of  each  section  to  assemble  and  in  due  form  to 
elect  the  several  ofllcers  required,  when  the  whole  of  two  small  but  separate 
governments  would  be  set  in  motion.  'J'his  was  accordingly  soon  done.  On 
the  tenth  of  August  the  new  ollicers  for  Attm:i*.ouol'gii  were  duly  nominated 
at  a  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  that  day  in  Park  Hall.  On  the  following 
evening  the  citizens  of  the  new  town  asseml)led  in  l^igine  Ilall  and  nomi- 
nated the  officers  for  North  Arri.f.r.ououoii.  The  lirst  town  meeting  of  the 
new  town  was  held  in  the  old  Universalist  Church  at  ten  o'clock  a..m.,  August 
thirteenth,  and  the  officers  previously  nominated  were  elected  with  a  few 
changes.  In  Attleborough  the  first  meeting  Avas  held  on  the  same  day  in  tlie 
South  Main  Street  Engine  House,  when  tiie  officers  already  nominated  were 
elected  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  At  this  meeting  on  motion  of  A.  T. 
Wales  the  following  vote  was  pas.-,ed  :  "As  the  Agricultui-al  hall,  where  Ave 
have  formerly  held  town  meetings,  has  ceased  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Attleboro,  by  reason  of  the  setting  off  of  part  of  the  territory,  the 
selectmen  are  instructed  to  notify'  the  Attleboro  Agricultmal  Association  that 
the  occupation  of  their  propert}'  by  the  town  of  Attleboro,  will  be  discon- 
tinued from  this  dale." 

The  new  officers  were  not  however  allowed  to  commence  their  duties  at 
once.  The  result  of  the  decision  made  on  July  thirtieth  had  scarcelv  been 
announced  when  rumors  of  attempts  to  challenge  the  legality  of  the  vote 
were  heard,  and  two  days  thereafter  it  was  stated  tliat  the  town  treasurer 
■would  decline  to  turn  over  the  fluids  in  his  hands  to  any  other  official.  It 
was  also  stated  tliat,  should  the  citizens  attempt  to  hold  mectiniis  for  the 
nomination  and  election  of  new  ollicers,  injunctions  would  be  issned  against 
tliem.  Nine  gentlemen  from  North  Attleborough  and  one  from  Attleburouoh 
united  in  petitioning  for  an  injunction  against  both  the  officers  who  proposed 
to  liold  the  meetings  and  those  who  were  to  serve  the  necessary  warrants  for 
the  same.  A  delay  occurred,  and  the  injunction  was  not  obtained  in  time. 
All  that  could  then  be  done  was  to  give  formal  notice  of  the  expected  injunc- 
tion, and  such  notices  were  sent  to  the  meetings  in  both  places.  As  has  been 
Sieen,  however,  the  meetings  were  held  and  the  officers  nominated  and  elected. 
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After  this  tlie  petition  for  an  injnndion  was  ameiuled,  and  it  was  requostcl 
that  the  nen-  officors  shonld  he  foil.idden  to  act  and  the  oUl  ones  di.cet.-d 
not  to  recognize  thorn  bv  transmitting  any  pul.lic  fn])ds  to  their  hands.  Tlic 
ten  gentlemen  who  presented  the  petition  were  Edward  H.  Price,  T.  A  IV„- 
den,  II.  F.  Barrows,  Lafayette  Draper,  C.  B.  Thompson.  J.  G.  Ba.den" 
E.  S.  Williams,  John  B.  Cnrtis,  John  S.  Follett,  and  IJ.  M.  Dacr.rett  •  and 
Oniccr  Brown  served  notices  upon  ¥.  J.  P,a])cock,  C.  T.  CUiild,  ()  m"  oAper 
Elijah  Capron,  J.  T.  Bates,  and  \l.  Knapp,  summoning  them  to  appeni- 
before  tiie  Supremo  Judicial  Court,  in  Taunton,  upon  the  first  Monday  lu 
October,  1887,  to  answer  to  the  complaints  prefernnl  l,v  tlie  petitioners 
The  hearing  was  given  u])on  this  petition  by  Mr.  Justice  Ilohnes  of  the  Supreme 
Bench,  but  he  ruled  it  out  of  court  on  the  ground  that  a  few  citizens  were  not 
sufhcicnt  to  bring  an  action  under  such  circumstances. 

Following  this  decision,  .Mr.  Knai)p  petitioned  as  town  treasurer  "  for  a 
writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  three  collectors  of  the  old  town,  whu  still 
continued  as  collectors  un.ler  the  act  authorizing  division,  to  pay  over  to  him 
whatever  public  funds  they  might  have  in  their  possession."  Messrs  Ben- 
nett and  Tecl  were  the  attorneys  engaged  for  Mr.  Knapp  l>v  his  sup,>orters; 
and  the  collectors,  though  still  nominally  the  defendants,  -authorized 
Messrs.  Gaston  &  Fales,  through  the  selectmen  of  the  two  towns,  to  act 
for  them."  Mr.  Gaston  entered  a  demurrer  to  the  effect  that,  the  collectors 
liaving  given  bonds  not  to  any  one  person  but  to  the  town,  le-^al  proceedin-s 
against  them  must  therefore  originate  with  the  town,  and  Mr.  Knapp'- 
petition  could  not  for  that  reason  be  legally  granted.  This  case,  with  the 
demurrer,  it  was  decided  should  be  reported  to  the  full  bench. 

Poinding  a  llnal  decision  thus  still  unreached  satisfactorily,  the  gentlemen 
who  originated  these  steps  toward  undoing  the  action  of  thJ  town  made  one 
more  attempt  iu  favor  of  carrying  out  their  project.  They  were  -entlemen 
whose  motives  were  well  understood.  They  saw  only  injury  an.l  no  benefit 
to  their  native  town  in  division  and  honestly  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  action  fiom  going  into  effect.  Their  reasons 
were  resij^cted,  though  their  course  may  have  l>ecn  deprecated  bv  manv  as 
unnecessary  and  unwise.  Following  the  last-mentioned  procee.Hn-s,  a"writ 
of  qvo  irarmnto  was  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  Attorney-r;eneral.  The  peti- 
tion for  this  alleged  that  Mr.  Knapp  was  acting  illegally  as  Town  Treasmer. 
Messrs.  Bennett  .^  Fales  were  Mr.  Knapp's  counsel  in"  this  case,  and  F.  B. 
Byram  was  selected  to  represent  the  Attorney-General.  The  counsel,  though 
nominally  opposed,  were  -  in  reality  representing  but  one  side."  The  attor- 
neys agreed  upon  a  statement  of  facts,  which  they  presented  to  Jud<re  Ilolmo 
for  a  decision.  One  of  the  facts  alleged  was  that  some  fifty  or  more  person. 
who  desired  to  register  were  illegally  ,leprived  of  their 'right  to  do  s..: 
another,  that  the  meetings  were  not  heUl  at  the  "  same  Ihin^-  in  the  three 
precincts   because   they    closed    at    differenl    hours.     Judge  Holmes  at  once 
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decided  that  this  new  prcsentjition  and  the  connection  its  connsel  had  with 
the  former  petitions  to  the  conrt  involved  complications,  and  he  therefore 
requested  Mr.  Gaston,  also  previously  connected  with  it.  "  to  enter  into  the 
case  for  the  Attorney-General,"  This  he  consented  to  do  and  proceeded  to 
dispute  "  the  alleged  facts,"  disproving  the  one  in  wliieh  it  was  stated  that 
a  certain  number  of  voters  were  unlawfully  dei)rived  of  their  right.  Ui)on 
the  suggestion  of  the  judge  that  this  was  not  material  to  the  points  in  dis- 
pute, Mr.  Gaston  "  finally  assented  to  the  proposition  that  that  numlter 
might  have  registered  had  the  opportunity  been  given."  This  point  was 
immaterial  because  there  was  no  means  of  deciding  that  the  result  would 
have  been  changed  had  fifty  or  more  other  voters  cast  their  votes.  Testi- 
monv  Avas  given  to  the  effect  that  tlie  two  towns  were  then  acting  as  such, 
and  it  was  admitted  by  one  of  the  counsel  tljut  they  Avere  "two  towns  de 
facto."  The  ruling  of  Judge  Holmes  was  "that  the  provisions  of  the  divi- 
sion act  were  declaratory  and  not  mandatory.  That  is,  while  certain  things 
Avere  provided  to  be  done  the  failure  to  do  them  did  not  render  the  division 
invalid."  The  natural  further  ruling  was  therefore  that  the  oQice  of  town 
treasurer  formerly  held  by  Mr.  Knapp  was  legally  vacant,  and  tins  involved 
a  further  ruling  in  favor  of  the  collectors,  who  could  not  Ijc  ordered  to  pay 
any  moneys  into  the  hands  of  a  man  thus  unauthorized  to  receive  them. 
This  decided  the  case  "  in  favor  of  the  respondents  who  thereupon  appealed 
to  the  full  bench." 

The  case  was  pradkalbi  ended,  and  the  work  of  the  two  towns  went  on 
under  the  officers  duly  elected.  Before  it  "was  reached  in  the  full  court 
the  legislature  intervened  and  by  their  act  ratified  the  proceedings,  and  ren- 
dered any  furtlier  action  by  the  court  unnecessary." 

Acts  axd  REsoLvr-S.  INIarcli,  ISSS,  Chap.  9S.  An  Act  to  cnniirm  tlie  proceedings  of  the 
town  nieetinj;  of  the  town  of  Attloborough,  held  ou  the  thiitielli  day  of  July  in  the 
year  eighteen  liundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  folio a:s  : 

Skct.  1.  The  i)roceedings  of  the  town  nx'eting  of  the  town  of  Attleborough  held  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  July  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eight\->even  for  tlie  purpose  of  accept- 
ing the  i)rovisions  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  twelve  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  being  an  act  to  incorjjorate  the  town  of  North  Attleburough,  shall  not 
be  invalid  by  reason  of  a  failure  to  designate  polling  places  in  the  several  voting  precincts  of 
said  town  of  Attleborough.  or  of  a  failure  to  make  any  necessary  registration  of  voters;  and 
the  acceptance  of  said  act  by  said  meeting  is  hereby  ratitied  and  conlirmed. 

Skct.  2.    This  act  shall  take  ellect  upon  its  passage.     [Approved  March  6,  ISSS. 

Shortly  subsequent  to  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  on  the  division 
question,  the  annual  town  meetings  for  the  election  of  State  ollicers  occurred. 
Attleborough  continued  the  RepidJican  majority  so  long  maintained  in  the 
Community  of  East  Attleborough,  and  the  Kepiiblicans  of  Nortli  Attlebor- 
ough were  especially  desiiuus  of  establishing  the  record  of  their  new  town 
with  a  Republican  stantp.  The  meeting  there  was  a  xQvy  lively  one,  both 
parlies  being  determined  to  score  a  victory,  and  the  result  was  an  unusually 
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large  vote,  seventy-soven  per  cent,  of  the  whole  possible  number  of  votes 
beiiif;;  cast.  The  majority  was  a  good  one  in  favor  of  the  Republicans,  and 
the  whole  party  there  was  properly  highly  jubilant  over  their  success.     Red 

fire  and  fireworks  were  displayed  in  great  abundance;  a  band  —  White's 

was  secured,  and  a  torchlight  procession  was  formed,  which,  under  the  able 
marshalship  of  Mr.  John  R.  Peck,  pursued  its  brilliant  and  enthusiastic 
march  through  all  the  principal  streets  of  the  village,  which  were  well  filled 
with  interested  spectators. 

When  the  result  of  the  vote  Avas  made  known,  from  all  sides  the  new  town 
received  cordial  welcomes  and  hearty  congratulations  from  sister  towns,  and 
many  good  wishes  for  a  futui-e  of  ever  continuing  prosperity  were  expressed. 
So  North  Attleborough  started  on  her  new  career  under  most  fair  and  prom- 
ising circumstances.  We  too  wish  her  every  measure  of  true  success  and 
as  honorable  a  record  of  her  own  as  has  been  heretofore  the  record  of  the 
mother  toAvn  ;  but  most  of  all  we  wish  she  was  still  a  part  of  the  one  old 
town,  and  that  the  long  talked  of  (]uestion  had  been  one  of  closer  union,  not 
of  dismeinberment. 

In  telling  the  story  of  Division  we  have  endeavored  to  simply  relate  facts 
as  they  have  been  presented  to  us,  adding  but  few  comments.  It  is  not  yet 
time  (1888)  to  prouounce  upon  the  merits  of  this  decision.  All  opinion, 
even  the  most  decided,  upon  resulting  benefits  or  injuries  is  only  conjectural; 
all  prosperity  upon  the  one  hand,  or  all  adversity  upon  the  other,  can  be 
equally  only  prophetic.  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  must  be  years  before 
the  results  can  be  accurately  known  and  measured,  therefore  u])on  the  next 
generation  will  devolve  the  duty  of  pronouncing  a  correct  judgment  as  to  the 
good  or  ill  of  this  act  of  their  fathers.  We  cannot  pretend,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary here,  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  arguments  so  strongly  urged  in 
favor  of  a  separation,  but  yve  have  no  doubt  that  the  great  majority  on  both 
sides  of  the  question  were  entirely  sincere  in  the  opinions  they  severally 
held  and  in  what  they  said  and  did  looked  to  the  good  of  their  communities 
and  the  town  or  piospective  two  towns.  We  iiave  no  doubt  also  that  many 
in  all  parts  of  both  the  towns,  while  properly  acquiescing  in  the  decision 
made  by  the  citizens  and  yielding  their  allegiance  honestly  to  the  new  town 
or  the  old  as  it  may  be  due,  still  wish  most  strongly  and  deeply  that  no 
change  had  been  made,  and  that  Atti.euokougii  was  still  one  in  territory  and 
in  name. 

To  record  the  fact  of  division  is  the  one  sad  task  that  devolves  upon  us  in 
our  attempts  to  complete  this  iiistorical  sketch  commenced  so  many  years 
ago.  ^ye  can  but  think  somewhat  of  our  own  personal  regrets  in  the  matter. 
but  most  of  all  we  think  as  we  write  of  the  dee))  sorrow  it  would  have  caused 
him  whose  work  this  book  is.  His  efforts  would  have  been  tireless  and 
unceasing  to  prevent  this  act ;  he  would  have  seen  in  it  no  possible  good,  but 
every  possible  ill.     Had  he  lived  until  the  day  of  its  completion,  that  would 
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have  been  one  of  tlie  satldest  of  his  long  life,  and  the  fact  that  the  house  in 
which  he  was  born  stands  not  in  the  old  town,  but  in  the  new,  would  have 
deepened  and  intensified  his  sorrow.  He  loved  every  inch  of  the  great 
town's  territory  as  a  ichole,  and  to  divide  it  asunder  would  have  savoi-ed  of 
cruelty  to  him  ;  and  though  he  would  have  been  glad  that  the  portion  iu 
whicii  he  for  the  most  part  lived  —  where  his  personal  interests  were  most 
deeply  centred — still  retains  the  well-loved  name,  the  fact  could  never  have 
brought  to  his  mind  any  adequate  compensation  for  the  change  Avhich  he 
would  have  looked  upon  as  one  promising  on)}'  irreparable  deterioration  and 
loss.  Since  it  was  so  to  be,  we  can  but  rejoice  for  his  sake  that  his  hand, 
which  penned  so  many  of  these  lines  with  pride  and  pleasure,  was  spared  the 
pain  of  making  such  an  ending  to  his  work,  and  that  this  deed  was  not  done 
until  his  voice,  always  raised  in  urging  forward  everything  that  would  benefit 
the  town  so  dear  to  his  heart,  had  been  silenced  in  the  grave. 
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CnAPTEIi   VII. 

THE    CIVIL    WAlt.  — ri^OCEEDIXGS    OF    TIIIC    TOAVX.  KXPETJIKNCES    AND 

REMIKISCENCEi;    OF    SOLDIERS,    ETC. 

APRIL,  18G1,  saw  the  opening  act  of  a  great  drama,  the  greatest  of 
modern  times.  Rebel  guns  opening  fire  upon  Fort  Sumter  gave  the 
signal,  and  the  curtain  rose.  Four  years  this  play  was  acting,  one  o-raud 
scene  after  anotlicr  forming  itself  upon  the  stage  before  the  eyes  of  au 
observant  world.  April,  186.'j,  saw  the  closing  act.  The  sword  of  one 
great  general,  offered  by  him  to  another,  gave  the  signal  for  the  curtain  to 
fall.  The  awful  tragedy  was  ended,  and  again,  as  ]>efore  in  the  davs  of  our 
forefathers,  all  our  people  were  free.  Even  the  children  of  that  day  can 
recall  how  the  booming  of  those  first  guns  startled  the  whole  land.  Through 
its  length  and  breadth  the  echoes  rolled,  sounding  their  evil  tidings,  and  from 
every  section  of  the  North  and  every  station  in  life  men  hurried  to  offer 
themselves  both  to  do  and  to  die  for  their  imperiled  country.  As  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution  the  men  of  our  town  were  foremost  in  opposing 
oppression  and  wrong,  so  now  when  danger  threatened  the  Union  they 
responded  promptly  to  the  call  for  help.  Scarcely  had  the  echoes  of  those 
cauuon  died  away  when  our  citizens  took  measures  to  assist  in  maintaining 
the  existing  government. 

The  selectmen  of  the  town  at  that  time  were  II.  N.  Daggett,  A.  H. 
Robinson,  and  Lewis  L.  Read.  They  issued  a  warrant  for  a  town  meeting, 
which  bears  date  April  24th,  IjSGl,  in  which  one  of  the  articles  is  to  ascertain 
whether  the  town  will  do  anything  for  the  men  who  may  be  called  to  enter 
upon  "actual  service  in  the  defence  of  our  country,  in  addition  to  wjiat  is 
offered  by  the  United  States."  A  town  meeting  was  held  May  3d,  and  the 
following  article  was  passed  :  — 

Artici-e  II.  "Voted  that  the  treasurer  of  Attleboro'  be  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollais,  (Si 0,000)  to  be  appropriated  for 
military  purposes  as  far  as  required.  That  from  the  above  sum  those  men 
who  enlist  in  this  town  and  are  called  into  actual  service,  shall  be  paid  a 
bounty  of  Fifteen  Dollars,  (Slo.OO)  and  Fifteen  Dollars  a  month  in  additi(Hi 
to  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  ;  and  that  eacli  man  who  is 
accepted  for  service  shall  be  paid  Ten  Dollars  a  month  while  drilling,  ami 
shall  be  furnished  witli  such  uniform  as  the  military  authorities  require." 

A  warrant  bearing  date  M.ay  17th  was  issued,  in  wliich  one  of  the  arlich'-^ 
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■was  to  see  if  tlie  town  would  appoint  a  committee  to  appropriate  the  military 
fund  wliicli  had  been  raised.  Agreealily  to  the  call  a  town  meeting  was  held 
May  2oth.     Among  tlie  votes  taken  at  that  time  was  the  following  :  — 

Articlk  V.  "Voted  and  chose  the  Selectmen  a  Committee  to  appro- 
priate the  Military  Fnnd  raised  under  a  vote  of  the  town  on  the  third  day 
of  May,  ISn." 

In  a  warrant  dated  June  ith,  ISGl,  were  the  following  articles  :  — 

Article  II.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  furnish  each  volunteer  in 
addition  to  the  garments  already  furnished,  one  Flannel  Blouse,  Fatigue  Cap, 
a  Ilavelock,  Eye  Protectors,  and  one  pair  thin  Pants,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Articlk  III.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  furnish  a  drum  and  fife 
for  the  musicians  of  the  Company,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  IV.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  uniform  the  Commissioned 
Officers,  and  furnish  them  with  Pegulation  Swords,  Pistols,  and  such  other 
equipments  as  tiiey  require  for  service,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  V.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to 
pay  the  Volunteers  while  drilling,  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  town  passed  on 
the  third  day  of  May  last,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  VI.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  a  committee  to  carry 
into  effect  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  a'uthorize  them  to  draw  upon  the 
Military  Appropriations  for  the  expenditures." 

The  town  meeting  was  held  June  Pith,  and  the  selectmen  were  instructed 
"to  furnish  such  additional  items  of  uniform"  as  they  could  legally  do  under 
the  appropriation.  Articles  III  and  W  were  dismissed.  The  sek-'tmen  were 
further  instructed  to  pay  the  men  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  a  jnonth  while 
drilling,  and  they  were  the  committee  chosen  to  carry  these  votes  of  the  town 
into  effect. 

Previous  to  this  time,  in  response  to  President  Lincoln's  Proclaination  of 
May  3d,  1861,  a  company  had  been  formed  in  this  town,  the  enlistment 
being  for  three  years  —  or  more  —  from  the  time  of  being  inriitered  into 
service,  which  was  June  loth.  This  was  Company  I,  Seventh  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers.  For  a  month  these  men  had  been  drill'ng,  paying 
from  their  own  pockets  for  instruction,  two  "  Boston  Cadets"  beif;'/  hired  to 
come  to  town  for  that  purpose.  The  ollicers  were  :  captain,  Johu  P  -  Ashley  ; 
first  lieutenant,  William  W.  Fisher;  second  lieutenant,  Charies  B.  Des 
Jardins  ;  third  lieutenant,  Kben  L.  Sylvester:  sergeants,  E.  E.  K'eiiy,  Baylies 
R.  Kichards,  P.  M.  AVhiting,  William  II.  Wade;  corporals,  John  K.  Paige, 
John  N.  Hall,  James  M.  Day,  Charles  U'.  Snell,  and  eighty-f^'-e  privates, 
only  two  of  whom   were  from  another  town. 

In  August,  18G1,  a  warrant  was  issued,  in  which  it  was  suggo-.V:'-]  that  the 
town  vote  upon  the  question  of  aiding  the  wives,  children,  ano  parents  of 
vohniteers,  both  in  the  militia  and  in  active  service,  when  they  vxt-rc,  in  need 
of  such  aid,  also  as  to  the  propriety  of  extending  such  aid  to  other   relatives 
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iu  case  of  their  depcncleuce  upon  the  volunteers.  At  the  town  meeting  held 
September  5th  it  was  voted  to  authorize  tlic  treasurer  to  anticipate  the  taxes 
to  be  levied  and  borrow  a  sum  of  money  sudicient  to  aid  wives  and  children 
and  others  dependent  upon  the  volunteers,  botli  in  the  militia  and  in  active 
service. 

In  1862  the  selectmen  were  11.  N.  Daggett,  A.  H.  Robinson,  and  J.  A. 
Perry.  In  July  of  that  year  a  Avarrant  was  issued,  calling  u|)on  the  citizens 
to  meet  and  decide  what  bounty  should  be  offered  to  encourage  enlistments 
to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town  under  the  President's  then  recent  call  for  more 
troo))s,  to  decide  upon  the  manner  of  furnishing  these  bounties,  and  "  to  see 
if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  their  Volunteers  who  enlisted  in  June  1861,  to  fill 
up  Co.  I,  7tli.  Reg.  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

The  town  meeting  was  held  July  21st,  when  it  was  voted  "  to  adopt  tlie 
following  Resolutions  offered  bv  Hon.  John  Dauuett." 


oo^ 


Re.solvoil;  —  Tliat  we  Uie  iiilial)itanls  of  Attlcboroii^ii,  fully  appreciating,'  llie  value  uf  the 
free  institutions  under  wliicli  we  have  so  long  livci.1  and  prospenal.  and  alive  to  tlie  dangers 
which  threaten  the  existence  and  disniembernicnt  of  the  ]{i'])ublie,  are  ever  ready  to  do  our 
part  in  sustaining  those  in-vtitutions  and  transmitting  thcni  unimpaired  to  those  who  shall 
come  after  us. 

Kesolvcd; — That  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  take  immediate  measures  to  furnish  the  quota  of 
Volunteers  for  this  town  under  the  recent  call  of  tiie  President  of  the  United  States. 

Therefore  resolved;  — That  the  Selectmen  he,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed 
to  pay  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Town  a  bounty  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  (slOO.oQ)  to  each  and 
every  person  wlio  shall  enlist  in  this  town  as  a  Volunteer  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  late  call  of  the  President,  and  shall  ])c  duly  enrolled  and  accepted  as  such. 

Resolved;  —  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  Town  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  l)orrow  the 
sum  of  Six  Tliousand  Three  Hundred  Dollars  ($6,300)  fortius  purpose,  and  to  give  his  notes 
therefor. 

"Voted  to  authorize  the  payment  of  Fifteen  Dollars  bounty  to  those  who 
enlisted  from  the  town  to  fill  up  Co.  I.  7th  Reg.  iu  June  1861,  if  they  are 
still  in  the  service,  or  have  been  honorably  discliarged."  It  was  also  voted 
that  the  treasiu-er  should  borrow  a  sullicieut  sum  of  money  to  carry  these 
measures  into  elfect,  and  that  a  committee  of  nine  men,  three  from  each  part 
of  the  town,  should  be  chosen  to  assist  the  selectiuen  iu  recrniting.  This 
committee  were  the  following  gentlemen  :  Willard  Blackinton,  E.  Ira  Rich- 
ards, Klisha  G.  May,  L.  W.  Dean,  L.  W.  Daggett,  H.  K.  W.  Allen,  Ira  :\I. 
Conant,  Stephen  Richardson,  Stephen  A.  Knight. 

"Voted  to  request  the  Selectmen  to  extend  aid  to  those  sick  soldiers  who 
have  been  discharged  from  service." 

"  Voted  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  to  lion.  John  Daggett,  for  his  address 
and  services  on  this  occasion." 

"Voted  that  II.  N.  Daggett  be  a  committee  to  have  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  published  iu  the  Union  Gazette,  ami  Democrat." 

It  soon  became  evident  that  a  higher  bounty  must  be  offered,  to  enable  the 
town    to   supply  the    necessary  quota,  and  a  town    meeting    was  called  for 
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August  0,  1862.  It  was  then  voted  to  offer  a  bounty  of  §200,000  and  the 
treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  tlie  necessary  sum  of  money.  This 
bounty  was  to  be  paid  to  all  who  should  enlist  ''on  cr  before  the  15th  dav 
of  August."  The  selectmen  were  authorized  to  see  that  these  measures  svere 
effected,  and  instructed  to  pay  no  bounties  latei-  than  the  date  appointed. 
It  was  also  voted  "to  choose  a  Finance  Committee  of  three,"  and  Ezekiel 
Bates,  L.  W.  Dean,  and  E.  Ira  Richards  were  the  gentlemen  chosen. 

August  14,  18G2,  the  following  warrant  was  issueil :  — 

Artigi.k  II.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  a  bounty  of  One  Hun- 
dred Dollars  to  each  inhabitant  thereof  who  shall  volunteer  and  enlist  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  on  or  lieforc  the  lirst  day  of  September  next, 
towards  filling  up  the  quota  of  said  town  under  the  present  draft  of  the 
President  for  Three  Hundred  Thousand  nine-njonths  men;  agreeablv  to  a 
petition." 

Article  III.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  a  gratuity  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars  to  each  inhabitant  thereof  who  enlisted  in  Co.  I.,  7th  ]\[ass. 
Keg.  and  is  now  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.,  or  to  his  family  if  deceased  before 
or  since  his  honorable  discharge  ;  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Articlk  IV.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  a  gratuity  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars  to  each  inhabitant  thereof  who  has  enlisted  in  any  other 
Mass.  Reg.  and  to  his  family  or  those  dependent  upon  him  for  support,  if 
deceased  before  or  since  his  honorable  discharge  ;  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  V.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  their  Treasurer 
to  raise  sullicient  money  for  the  town,  and  to  transact  such  other  matters  and 
things  as  may  be  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  articles." 

At  the  town  meeting  held  August  23d,  it  was  voted  to  pay  the  men  who 
should  enlist  for  nine  months  before  September  1st,  the  bounty  of  $100. 
Frank  S.  Draper  and  L.  T.  Starkey  were  choseu  a  recruiting  committee  for 
these  uiue-months  men.  Article  III  was  referred  to  the  military  committee 
which  had  been  chosen.  Article  lY  was  also  referred  to  some  committee  to 
report  at  some  future  time  and  place.  The  treasurer  was  authorized  to  bor- 
row such  sums  of  money  as  should  be  needed  to  pay  the  bounties  for  these 
uine-mouths  men  and  "  to  pay  all  bills  for  examining  recruits,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  iNIilitary  Account."  Some  resolutions  presented  by  ]\Ir. 
Lyman  W.  Dean  were  adopted,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Captain  of  Co.  I,  and  to  be  printed  in  the  Taunton  Gazette  and  Demo- 
crat.    These  resolutions  were  as  follows:  — 

liosolved;  That  we  the  Citizeus  of  Attlclioro'  iu  town  ineetin?,'  assembled  do  highly  a[)pre- 
^•late  till'  .Military  Services  of  the  meiuhers  of  Co.  I,  7th  3tass.  Ilei;. ;  that  we  remember  with 
pratitude  that  they  promptly  resjioiided  to  the  call  of  our  country,  when  the  shrill  clarion  of 
War  sounded  to  arms  for  the  i)nri)i>sc  of  crushini;  out  a  wicked  rebellion. 

Ifc-olved;  That  we  hold  in  j^rateful  remembrance  the  sacrilices  which  they  made  when 
they  k'ft  behind  them  the  loved  ones  at  home,  and  all  the  endearing'  associations  that  clustered 
around  the  domestic  altar,  and  exchanged  these  comforts  and  pleasures  for  the  stern  duties  of 
tlif  camp  and  the  battleJieid. 
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Resolvcil;  That  we  hold  said  Co.  in  grateful  reineinl)raiu'r'  and  that  we  will  do  what  we 
cau  by  our  iiifliR'Hoe  and  moans  to  ciH-ouraj;e  their  licails  and  awaken  in  their  bosoms  the  true 
fire  of  patriotism  which  they  riglitfully  inherit  from  a  noble  anee.stry. 

JJesoIved;  That  a  eopy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  the  Acting  Captain  of  Co.  I,  and 
pulilished  in  the  Taunton  (ia:;ette. 

A  warrant  witli  various  articles  was  issued  September  1 1th.  Tlie  questions 
arose  as  to  the  number  of  meu  (if  eiglity-three)  to  whom  the  hundretl-doUar 
bounty  should  be  paid,  as  to  instructino;  the  treasurer  to  arrange  for  the  neces- 
sary funds,  and  as  to  instructing  the  seleclineu  to  pay  the  recruiting  and  otlier 
necessary  charges  and  collect  the  amount  from  the  State.  Scver.al  of  the 
articles  of  the  above-mentioned  warrant  were  dismissed,  l)ut  the  town  voted 
"  to  instruct  tlie  selectmen  to  pay  the  bounty  to  the  nine-montiis  volunteers 
to  tlie  number  of  thirty-live  as  the  quota  of  tlie  town." 

During  this  spring  and  summer  a  company  of  nine-months  men  had  ))eea 
forming  in  town.  Tliere  were  seventy-six  members  exclusive  of  commis- 
sioned oflicers,  and  they  were  claimed  by  the  city  of  Boston  as  a  i)art  of  its 
quota.  This  company  went  into  camp  at  Boxford^  this  State,  and  tliere  on 
September  18th,  18G2,  tiiey  elected  their  officers:  captain,  L.  T.  Starkey  ; 
first  lieutenant,  F.  S.  Draper;  second  lieutenant,  10.  S.  Ilorton  ;  sergeants, 
H.  A.  Burchard.  J.  II.  Godfrey;  corporals,  II.  S.  Adams,  S.  G.  Bassett.^ 
Septeniber  23d  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  and 
organised  as  Co.  C,  47tli  Reg.  ^Mass.  Vol.  Infantry. 

The  selectmen  for  1«G3  were  11.  N.  Bichardson,  A.  II.  Robinson,  and 
J.  A.  I'erry.  In  July  of  that  year  came  an  order  from  tlie  War  Department 
for  a  draft.  This  town  was  in  tlie  second  district,  and  the  draft  took  place 
at  Taunton.  Attleliorough  was  the  first  town  called  on  the  drafting  for  sub- 
districts.  Four  hundred  and  four  ballots  we]-e  put  into  the  box,  and  from 
these  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  were  to  be  drawn.  Of  this  number  fifty- 
three  were  exempted  under  the  law.  The  naiucs  of  these  meu  will  be  found 
in  the  succeeding  chai)ter. 

A  warrant  for  a  special  town  meeting  was  issued  July  27th,  18G3,  contain- 
ing the  following  articles  :  — 

AuTJCLE  II.  "To  seft  what  action  the  town  will  take  with  regard  to  reim- 
bursement by  the  State  of  bounties  paid  to  volunteers  as  provided  in 
Chapter  218,  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  approved  April  29,  18(53." 

Article  IV.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  aid  the  families  of  drafted 
men,  as  provided  in  Chapter  176,  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
April  23,  18C.3." 

Article  V.  "To  see  what  measmes  the  town  will  adopt  for  rendering 
assistance  to  such  of  our  citizens  as  may  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Act  of  Congress  approved  3Iarch  3rd,  18(13,  in  such 


>Tlic  reniniiiiii};  sergcniils  and  corporals  were  not  found  on  the  list  of  soldiers  as  from  tlils  town 
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manner  as  may  be  deemed  exj)odient,  and  also  to  their  families  while  they 
may  be  absent  in  said  service.  Also  to  take  any  legal  measures  that  may  be 
deemed  expedient  to  carry  any  vote  the  town  may  adopt  in  relation  thereto 
into  effect;  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

The  town  meeting  was  held  August  3d,  and  under  Article  111  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed  :  — 

"  Resolved  ;  That  the  town  elect  to  raise  and  pay  its  proportion  of  the  tax 
provided  in  Chapter  218  of  the  Acts  of  18G3,  in  accordance  with  the  9th 
section  of  said  Act. 

"Voted  that  the  town  furnish  aid  to  the  families  of  drafted  men  as  pro- 
vided in  Chapter  176  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  approved  April  23,  1.SG3. 

"Voted  to  dismiss  Article  V  from  the  wai-rant." 

November  18th,  1SG3,  Captain  Everett  S.  Horlon  was  appointed  "  Recruit- 
ing Otlicer  for  the  58th  Reg.  of  Infantry"  (3d  Veterans)  by  order  of  "  Ilis 
Excellency,  John  A.  Andrew,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief"  of  this 
State.  Forty-nine  men  enlisted  in  town  in  this  i-egiment.  thirty-seven  of 
them  in  Co.  C,  of  which  Captain  Ilorton  became  chief  ollicei-. 

The  same  selectmen  were  chosen  for  18(iL  March  29th  of  that  year  a 
town  meeting  was  held,  at  which  it  was  voted  to  refund  the  money  subscrilied 
by  citizens  for  reci'uiting  purposes,  and  that  the  treasurer  should  be  autlior- 
ized  to  borrow  suflicient  sums  to  carry  tlie  vote  into  effect. 

April  4,  1804.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  it  was  voted  "  that  the 
town  raise  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  by  taxation,  to  be  applied  under  the 
direction  of  the  Selectmen,  in  aid  of,  and  to  procure  its  quota  of  Volunteers 
imder  the  call  of  the  President,  dated  :>rarch  1-J,  1864:  Provided  that  the 
amount  of  money  so  raised  and  iipplied,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty  Five  Dollars  for  each  Volunteer  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  its  quota." 

"Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  cause  the 
amount  of  money  so  raised  and  applied,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  iniiabitants 
of  the  town  in  tlie  annual  assessment  for  the  current." 

"  Voted  that  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  borrow  a  sufficient  sum  of  money, 
on  temporary  loan,  (and  issue  notes  of  the  town  therefor, ).  to  carry  out  the 
foregoing  vote,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Selectmen  for 
this  purpose." 

"Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  act  as  recruiting  agents  in 
filling  the  quota  of  the  town  under  the  present  call,  and  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  employ  such  means  as  are  necessary  to  accomplish  the  i)urpose." 

At  a  si)eclal  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  and  held  May  24tl»  it  was  voted 
to  reimburse  the  subscribers  to  a  recruiting  fund  raised  after  the  call  of  the 
President,  February  1st,  1804,  for  200,000  troops,  and  the  treasurer  was 
authorized  and  instructed  to  take  proper  means  to  pay  the  necessary  sums  to 
tlie  citizens.     At  the  same  time  the  town  took  the  following  actions:  — 
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"Voted  to  clioose  a  Recruitiug  Cominittee  of  tlirec  persons  to  assist  the 
Selectmen  in  filling  up  the  quota  of  the  town.  Chose  II.  N.  Daggett,  J.  l{. 
Bronsou,  G.  I).  Hatch." 

"Voted  that  the  Recruiting  Comniittcc  be  instfuctcd  to  fully  investigate 
the  matter  of  the  deficiency  of  the  credits  to  the  quota  of  the  town." 

"  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  cause  the  amount  voted  this 
day  to  be  reimbui-sed,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inliabitants  of  the  town  iu 
the  annual  assessment  of  the  current  year,  provided  it  can  be  legally  done, 
and  not  to  exceed  Three  Tiiousaud  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  or  the  amount 
reimbursed." 

A  warrant  was  issued  June  6th,  18Gt,  and  the  town  meeting  was  held  Juno 
14th.  At  this  time  the  joint  committee  appointed  at  the  jirevious  meeting 
made  their  report  as  follows  :  — 

Tlie  coiniiiittee  proix'Cilud  to  Ho>toii,  and  useertaiiieil  that  the  deficiiMicy  of  our  quota  uiulcr 
tbc  tlireo  calls,  was  '2'j  men,  accortling  to  the  account  as  kejjt  hy  tlie  Provot  ^larshal,  and  tliat 
a  draft  liad  actually  been  made  for  that  number.  After  inakhij;  up  our  account  and  comparing 
it  with  the  Muster  Itolls  at  the  Adjutant  General's  ollicc,  wi!  discovered  that  the  names  of 
eleven  men  had  not  been  jjussed  to  our  credit.  We  presented  our  account  to  the  Frovo>t 
Marsha),  claiming  additional  credits  fur  that  inimber,  and  succeeded  in  having  the  allowance 
made,  thus  reducing  the  actual  dclicicncy  to  H  men.  To  cancel  this  balaufc  and  till  the  quota, 
the  comnu'ttee  have  paid  the  commutation  of  six  men  at  s.'JOO  each,  and  of  one  man  in  part 
$175,  making  si975.  out  of  the  funds  reimbursed  to  subscribers.  The  committee  have  also 
recruited  and  obtained  credit  fur  JO  1-3  volunteers,  which  together  with  the  11  additional 
credits  makes  28,  leaving  a  surplus  of  3  towards  another  call. 

"  Voted  to  accept  report  of  committee."  It  was  also  voted  that  the  town 
should  reimburse  to  the  subscribers  to  the  I'ecruitiog  fund  a  sum  not  to  exceed 
$125  to  each  volunteer,  provided  the  subscribers  should  order  the  sum  to  be 
held  by  the  treasurer  subject  to  the  order  of  the  selectmen,  to  be  used  to 
obtain  volunteers,  should  future  calls  for  troops  be  made.  The  selectmen 
and  treasurer  received  the  proper  authority  to  cause  this  measure  to  be  car- 
ried out,  and  the  town  also  voted  that  the  committee  of  three  chosen  should 
be  "  a  Recruiting  Committee  to  act  iu  conjunction  with  the  Selectmen." 

A  legally  warned  town  meeting  was  held  August  2d,  lSC-1. 

"Voted  that  the  towu  raise  a  sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  One  Plundred 
and  Twenty  Five  Dollars  (S125)  per  man,  to  procure  the  quota  of  the  town 
under  the  last  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  July  18,  1864, 
for  500,000  troops." 

"Voted  that  the  sum  of  money  necessary  to  carry  the  above  vote  into 
effect,  be  assessed  iu  the  annual  tax  of  1864,  and  the  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  receipts  from  the  same." 

A  special  town  meeting  was  held  November  19th,  18G4,  to  hear  a  report 
of  the  recruiting  committee.  The  "  majority  report "  was  made  b}' five  of 
the  six  gentlemen  forming  that  committee,  and  following  are  some  extracts 
from  it :  — 

"  The  committee  finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  recruits  at  home  except  at 
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most  exorbitant  prieesv,  unci  lenrning  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  obtaining 
them  at  Washington  and  vicinity  at  very  low  rates,  met  and  chose  ]\[r.  George 
D.  Hatch,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson  as  a  snb-conimittee  and  as  agents  of  the 
town  to  proceed  to  Washington  at  once,  and  recruit  onr  town's  quota,  upon 
the  best  terms  possible."  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  "  to  pay  Messrs. 
Hatch  and  Bronson  their  traveling  expenses,  and  otlier  proper  expenses,  and 
a  reasonable  compensation  per  day  for  their  services  ;  and  ]Messrs.  Hatch  and 
Bronson  accepted  the  proposition  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Washingt«)n." 
They  met  with  but  little  success,  as  the  Secretary  of  AVar  had  issued  an 
order  forljidding  agents  from  the  States  to  recruit  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  Dr.  Bronson  returned  home.  Mr.  Hatch,  having  learned  that  men 
could  be  obtained  at  the  front,  secured  the  proper  pass  and  proceeded  to 
the  Array  of  the  Potomac  at  Petersburg  (on  his  own  account),  where  he 
engaged  sixty  men  and  had  them  mustered  into  service  to  the  credit  of  the 
town.  Returning  to  Washington,  he  telegraphed  for  89,000,  whicli  was 
sent  him  by  the  committee.  Tlien  he  returned  home,  subseqtientl}',  how- 
ever, making  three  otlicr  trips  for  recruiting  purposes.  From  this  time 
complications  seem  to  have  arisen  as  to  the  number  of  men,  the  charges 
for  thera,  etc.,  all  of  which  matters  are  set  forth  at  lengtli  by  tlie  committee. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  ^Er.  Hatch's  claim  for  enlistment  bounties  and  his 
services  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  committee  agreed  that  it  was  exorbitant 
in  its  amount  and  therefore  in  violation  of  his  agreement  Avith  then],  and 
they  referred  the  entire  matter  back  ''to  the  town  for  their  consideration 
and  disposal."  This  report  was  dated  November  19th,  18C4,  and  signed 
by  H.  N.  Richardson.  A.  H.  Robinson,  J.  A.  Perry,  H.  N.  Daggett, 
J.  R.  Bronson. 

The  minority  report  was  also  presented  to  the  town  at  this  meeting,  and  in 
it  Mr.  Hatch  gave  an  account  of  his  work  upon  the  trips  made  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  soldiers,  giving  the  number  of  men  obtained,  circumstances, 
etc.,  detailing  his  reasons  for  actions  taken,  stating  clearly  the  position  he 
had  taken  and  his  reasons  therefor,  and  offering  to  submit  the  decision  in 
the  matter  to  a  committee  of  disinterested  men  or  to  a  court  of  law.  This 
report  was  signed  by  George  D.  Hatch.  This  matter  remained  unsettled  for 
several  years,  but  was  finally  adjusted.  Further  details  would  be  of  no 
special  interest,  and  enougli  has  been  said  to  explain  the  presence  of  "Reg- 
ular Army"  soldiers  credited  to  our  town,  for  whose  services  considerable 
sums  of  money  were  paid. 

December  19th,  18G4,  the  President  issued  a  call  for  300,000  troops,  and 
a  town  meeting  was  called  to  take  necessary  action  on  the  matter. 

January  21,  1865.  "Voted  that  the  Recruiting  Committee  be,  and  are 
herel)y  instructed,  to  use  whatever  money  or  moneys  they  may  liave  in  tiie 
Town  Treasurer's  hands,  subject  to  their  drafts,  to  procure  volunteers  in 
anticipation  of  a  call  from  the  President  for  men." 
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The  selectmen  for  ISOo  were  Willard  Blackiiiton.  A.  II.  Robinson,  nnd 
J.  A.  Perr\'.     Tlie  annual  town   mectinG^  was  held  April  3d. 

"Voted  that  tlie  Treasurer  be  antliorized  to  borrow  money  to  continue  the 
payment  of  aid  to  families  of  volunteers.  A'oted  to  raise  Three  Tliousand 
Dollars  ($3,000)  to  be  applied  in  part  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
town  on  jMilitary  Account." 

A  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  was  held  April  2d,  18GG.  "  Voted  to  con- 
tinue the  p;iyment  of  state  aid  to  the  families  of  volunteers."  A  warrant 
dated  i\Iarch  21st,  1S67,  contained  an  article  with  i-eference  to  appropriatinn; 
money  to  pay  men  who  were  drafted  and  furnished  substitutes  for  them- 
selves. At  the  meeting  held  April  1st  it  was  voted  to  discharge  that  article 
from  the  warrant  and  to  refer  the  continued  payment  of  State  aid  to  families 
of  voluntecj's  "to  the  judgment  of  selectmen." 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  held  Api-il  Gth,  18G8,  it  was  voted  "  to  continue 
to  pay  State  aid  to  the  families  of  soldiers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
■of  the  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth."  A  meeting  was  called  during  the  same 
month  to  see  if  the  town  would  vote  to  pay  a  balance  due  to  members  of  Com- 
pany I  who  enlisted  prior  to  May  23d,  18G1 ,  but  no  action  was  taken.  A  special 
meeting  was  called  for  May  4th,  at  which  the  following  action  ujion  this  matter 
was  taken  :  "  On  motion  of  L.  W.  Dean  it  was  "voted  :  That  the  members  of 
Co.  I,  7th  Kegimeut,  Mass.  Vol.  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  widows,  fathers,  and  mothers  of  said  soldiers  who  died  in 
said  service,  who  enlisted  prior  to  May  23d,  18G1,  be  paid  the  balance  due 
each  of  them  for  their  tirst  three  months  service  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the 
Town,  and  the  Law  of  the  State  passed  May  23d,  18G1.  Amended  as  follows 
and  voted  :  That  all  honorably  discharged  members  of  Com.  I,  Seventh  Reg. 
Mass.  Vol.,  who  were  or  are  citizens  of  Attieboro',  and  who  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  U.  S.  prior  to  May  2od,  18G1,  and  the  widows,  fathers,  and 
mothers  of  any  of  said  soldiers  who  died  in  said  service,  be  paid  the  lialance 
due  each  of  them  for  tlieir  first  three  months'  service,  agreeable  to  a  vote  of 
the  Town,  and  the  Law  of  the  State  passed  May  23d,  18G1." 

"On  motit)!!  of  F.  G.  AVhitney  it  was  voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  this  meeting  to  ascertain  who  the  members  are,  also  the 
amounts  due  them,  and  that  Cliarles  Faas  and  John  C.  Thayer  be  included 
among  said  nieml)ers.  Voted  that  the  committee  be  appointed  by  nomina- 
tion. L.  "NV.  Dean,  J.  R.  Bronson,  and  II.  N.  Daggett  were  nominated,  and 
by  vote  declared  elected." 

Annual  town  meeting  for  18G9.  held  April  5th.  "  Voted  to  pay  State  aid  to 
the  families  of  disabled  soldiers  as  last  year." 

Annual  town  nu'eting  held  April  4th,  1870,  '•  Voted  to  pay  State  aid  as  last 
year." 

The  following  records  may  be  of  interest  to  some  persons  as  renjinders  of 
occurrences  during  the  war,  and  thcv  are  therefore  <nven. 
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We  tlio  iin(lcrsij,'ncd  wlio  have  siibscribcil  and  paiil  to  thi-  fuiKl  to  aid  in  procuring  the 
quota  of  Attlcborough  under  the  call  of  the  President  for  r)00,000  additional  troops  dated  Oct., 
18C3,  and  Feb.,  ISfU.  hereby  autliorize  and  order  the  Treasurer  of  the  town,  in  case  tlie 
amount  we  vohnitarily  eontriliuted  to  promote  enlistments  should  be  ordered  to  be  reimbursed 
to  us  by  vote  of  said  town,  under  a  Statute  approved  March  IS,  INM,  to  pay  said  amounts  to 
the  Seleetnicn  or  other  recruitiu!,'  olliccr,  or  olliccrs  leually  appointed  for  tiie  town,  to  obtain 
tlie  quota  of  the  town  under  the  last  call  of  the  President  for  2()0,000  more  troops,  and  thi> 
order  witli  the  receipts  of  the  recruiiiuir  ollicer  or  ollieers  shall  be  your  vouchers  therefor. 
Albert  C.  Jillson.  Geo.  F.  Knowlcs, 

Albert  A.  White,  J.  Chixton  WiKhtman, 

Eliplialet  Wiiite,  Isaac  Draper, 

William  V.  Shaw,  -Jolin  Doran, 


James  H.  Ilorton, 
F.  W.  11.  Knowles, 
D.  O.  Stanley, 
Arnold  Jillson, 


George  W.  Sadler,  A.  M.  Read. 

Another  paper  similar  to  the  above,  bearing  date  June  7,  lSfi4,  was  prepared,  in  which  the 
call  of  Oct.  n,  1800,  for  oOO.OOO  troops  only  is  mentioned,  and  the  subscribers  authorize  the 
treasurer  to  pay  the  money  to  the  selectmen  or  recruiting  oHiccr>,  in  anticipation  of  a  future 
call.    This  was  signed  by  the  following  citizens  :  — 


A.  ]N[.  Everett, 
G.  A.  Dean, 
O.  S.  Thayer, 
F.  liobbins, 
A.  F.  Lee, 
A.  Rol)bins, 
J.  Sweet, 
II.  A.  Capron, 
Peter  Ncrney, 
Xelson  Smith, 
Mace  B.  Short, 
Frederic  D.  Bliss, 
John  Dennis, 
George  W.  Curren, 
George  31.  Leonard, 
George  W.  Lee, 
Charles  K.  Bliss, 
Hiram  Jones, 
Horace  G.  Cutting, 
David  L.  Tucker. 
Xelson  Carpenter, 
J.  B.  Briggs, 
Samuel  Bromley, 
Cyrus  Briggs. 
Joal)  Briggs, 
Milton  Freeman, 
Joseph  ]L  Witherell, 
B.  C.  Ingalls. 
G.J.  Inu'alis, 
James  Mugg, 
WilUaui  Slater, 
B.  Harvey, 


Addison  ]M.  Knight, 

C.  B.  Des  Jardins, 
P.  II.  Short, 

W.  S.  Lincoln, 
H.  S.  Adams, 

E.  Bart  ley, 

W.  E.  Robinson, 
J.  ]\J.  Cummings, 
C. H.  Sturdy. 
George  \V.  Handy, 

D.  Clallin, 

B.  A.  Cummings, 

F.  L.  Cunmiings, 
S.  E.  Briggs, 
Jacol)  Briggs, 
Israel  X.  Williams, 
Jomithan  Fuller. 
X.  H.  Bliss, 

G.  X.  Bacon, 
William  Bouen, 

A.  E.  Walton, 

B.  B.  King, 
G.  B.  Adams. 
Aimer  Witherell. 
Darius  Briggs, 
G.  II.  Cununings, 
G.  D.  I  [ay  ward, 
H.  N.  Daggett. 
A.  Capron, 

S.  B.  Staples, 
Edwin  E.  A\'eaver. 
Clias.  A.  Weaver, 
Patrick  Butler. 


John  Cooper, 
E.  Sanford, 
James  L.  Briggs, 
Albert  10.  Briggs, 
A.  S.  Blackinton, 
Wm.  P.  Shaw, 
J. H.  Sturdy, 
E.  S.  Capron, 
S.  W.  Carjjenter, 
X.  J.  Smith, 
CalcV)  E.  Parmentcr. 
Arthur  B.  Carpenter, 
Z.  B.  Carpenter, 
H.  D.  Parmentcr, 
Dexter  Parmenter, 
S.  A.  Knight, 

A.  Chatterton, 

Michael  :Mc . 

Edward  Corbctt, 
Nelson  Briggs. 
Elisha  E.  Wilmarth. 
Benjamin  Bowen, 
Seabury  W.  Bowen, 
Simeon  Baker, 
Abner  Witherell,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Follett, 

B.  Thayer, 

Geo.  O.  Dunham, 
Wm.  M.  Fisher. 
Ela  Door. 
Hiram  Fisher, 
Thomas  Fuller, 
H.  M.  Daggett. 


Vouchers  on  fde  on  account  of  Beinforcemcnts  of  Bounty  to  Attleborough. 
The  number  of  men  enlisted  from  the  town  in  three  years  service  is  :5jO. 
The  aggregate  bounty  iiaid  is  s-jO.jVC.     A  bounty  of  Sl.'j  has  been  paid  to  107  volunteers. 
A  bounty  of  ^UOO  has  been  paid  to  (i3  —  total  170. 
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The  minil)er  of  iiicu  eiilistei,!  in  0  months  service  i;>  51.    Amount  of  Itoimty  paid,  $5,100. 

The  City  of  Boston  has  paid  20  of  the  no.  §2.000. 

No  private  ns-sociations  have  paid  bounty  in  tliis  town. 

Signed,  II.  N.  Daggktt, 

.     ,,       ,    T  o„,  ■  Chair.' of  Selectmen. 

Attleboro'.Jan.  1st,  ISG;;. 

The  whole  nunilierof  men  enlisting  in  the  town  of  Attle'o'  under  call  of  tiie  President  for 

troops  for  nine  months  service  is  sixty-live  ((>"))  prior  to  tlie  2.5tli  (hiy  of  ,'=:ept.  1802. 

Signed  II.  X.  I)a(;gktt,  Selectmen  of 

,  .  ,  J.  A.  rKintv,  Attlehorourjh. 

Attleborough,  '^ 

Sept.  27,  1SC2, 

Enlisted  in  Co.  "  C'  47th.  IJegiment. 

Mayor's  Ortice,  City  Hall, 
Bosrox,  October  S.  1802. 

This  certifies  that  there  has  been  enlisted  in  the  i7th  Reg,  —  Ma>s.  ^Militia  —  men  wlio>e 
names  are  hereunto  annexed  belongin;;  to  the  town  of  Attlfborough  (whose  quota  has  been 
duly  tilled)  for  the  quota  of  the  City  of  Boston,  under  the  draft,  by  order  of  the  President, 
for  300,000  :\Iilitia. 

If  another  draft  should  be  ordcreJ,  and  these  men  claimed  l>y  the  said  town  of  Attle'.for 
their  quota,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  the  said  City  of  Boston  shall  be  refunded  any 
bounty  which  may  have  been  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston,  otherwise  they  shall  remain  a  part 
of  the  quota  of  the  City  of  Bo-ton. 
SifCnt'd  JOSEJ'JI   M.  WiGllTMAX, 

H.  N.  Daggktt,        Selectmen  Mayor  of  JJoslon. 

A.  II.  BoiJixsox,  of 

J.  A.  Peuuy,  Attleboroncih. 

Mayor's  Ofliec,  City  Hall. 
To  tlie  Selectmen  of  Attleboro'  Bosrox,  October  27, 1802. 

Gentlemen;  It  appears  by  the  returns  to  the  Adjutant  General's  ollice,  that  the  City  of 
Boston  does  not  receive  credit  for  sixteen  out  of  the  forty-seven  men  reported  as  liaving  lieen 
transferred  from  Attlclioro'.  Please  call  at  this  ollice  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
matter  may  be  adju^^ted.  I  am  etc. 

Jamks  M.  Bugijki:, 

Manor's  Clerk. 

City  of  Bostox, 

Mayor's  Otiiec,  City  Hall,  Nov.  25, 1SC.2. 

Sir:  It  appears  by  a  statement  from  the  Adjutant  <ieneral  that  he  ha-  withdrawn  25  men 

transferred  by  you  to  the  quota  of  the  City  of  Boston.    Please  furni-h  information  to  tlii- 

ottice  forthwith,  as  to  whether  you  propose  to  recall  lhe>e  men  and  refund  the  bounty  paid  by 

this  City,  or  make  up  the  number  by  new  enlistments.     If  any  are  to  be  recalled,  you  will 

please  designate  them  by  name. 

Joseph  M.  "\Vigiit>iax.  Mayor. 
To  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen. 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall. 

Boston,  .lan'y  27,  ISii". 

Received  of  ^\r.  H.  X.  Daggett.  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Attleliorough. 

twenty  eight  hundred  dollars,  biing  the  amount  paid  by  the  City  of  Bo.-ton  for  twenty  eight 

men,  who  are  hereby  re-transferred  to  the  said  town  a>  a  part  of  its  (piota,  in  conformity  with 

the  agreement  aceonipanying  their  oriiiinal  transfer  to  the  quota  of  Boston,  dated  Oct.  8, 1S02. 

F.  W.  l.ixcoLX.  Jr. 
Mcy^'y- 

The  number  of  men  in  Company  I  to  whom  the  sum  of  S23.7.')  was  given  -is 
additional  puv,  those  wlio  enlisted  .it  an  early  date,  was  sixty-six.  In  lf«>l 
the  number  of  families  assisted  was  fiftv  or  liftv-two. 
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These  records  of  tlie  war  arc  very  iiieompleto,  for  tlioy  show  only  tlic  out- 
line of  the  work  acconiiilished  by  our  citizoiis  at  home  and  nothint;  of  what 
was  done  by  our  soldiers  in  tlic  field.  It  must  always  be  deeply  re^-retted 
that  someone  connected  with  the  public  work  of  the  town  did  not  realize  the 
importance  of  keeping  full  accounts  of  the  actions  of  those  stirring  times 
as  they  were  transpiring.  Such  accounts  would  be  of  great  interest  not  ouly 
to  the  actors  themselves  uoav  at  the  close  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  since 
the  events  took  place,  but  of  ever  increasing  interest  and  importance  to  the 
coming  generations,  who  must  learn  by  records  or  tradition  of  what  their 
fathers  did  to  preserve  the  union  of  our  great  country. 

We  have  seen  how  prompt  our  men  were  in  avowing  and  proving  their 
patriotism  in  the  days  of  the  war,  antl  the  women  of  our  town  were  erpiallv 
so.  They  freely  gave  of  their  best  to  their  country,  bravely  bade  Godspeed 
to  husbands,  brothers,  and  sons  as  they  left  their  homes,  and  then  set  to  work 
with  willing  hands,  though  aching  hearts,  to  furnish  such  comforts  as  they 
might  to  those  who  had  gone  to  sei-ve  in  the  field. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  May  3d,  18G1,  the  following  communication  was 
presented  :  — 

The  ladies  of  Attleboroiigli  wait  only  an  opportunity  of  tP^tifyinJr  tlioir  doep  inti-rcst 
in  the  cause  of  frcciloui,  and  thoir  earnest  failli  that  oiu-  ihvj;  shall  he  kept  unsullied.  Tlicy 
rejoice  that  the  present  crisis  has  i)roved  i>eyond  doul)t  that  I. rave,  uiisellish  heroism  still  exists 
in  our  laud,  rousud  by  no  pulse  of  passion,  hut  beatinj,'  with  the  calm,  det-eruiitied  will  that 
treachery  has  roused,  and  only  victory  sliall  appease.  'I'heir  wishes  and  sympathies  are  with 
our  brave  troops,  and  in  prcparini;-  clothing  for  those  who  go  from  their  mi-lst,  they  ollct 
speedy,  cheerful,  and  zealous  hands. 

Abhy  W.  t'apron,  IVfrs.  Cherra  :Sl.  Blackinton, 

Molina  S.  Capron,  Mrs,  Lydia  S.  ]{Iiss, 

3Iary  J.  Capron,  Mrs.  Ann  J.  Hodges, 

Mrs.  Angelina  Daggett,  Miss  Sabra  C.  reek, 

Mrs.  Lucy  F.  Daggett,  Miss  Sally  M.  P.ck, 

-     Mrs.  Sally  Daggett.  Miss  Nancy  M.  Drown, 

Mrs.  Lydia  M.  J'cek.  Miss  Sarah  F.  Drown, 

Mrs.  JJebecca  C.  Blaekinton,  :>[rs.  C.  J.  Ilolman, 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Itieharilson.  Jlrs.  M.  Dean, 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  r.lackinton,  Mis.s  Mary  A.  AVheelock, 

Miss  Lizzie  C.  ^landing,  Mrs.  Emily  E.  Cooper, 

Miss  S.  J.  -Alann,  Mrs.  Clarissa  ]{laekinton, 

Miss  Lizzie  W.  Martin,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blaekinton, 

Mrs.  A.  Allen,  Mrs.  P.  F.  Blaekinton, 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bronson,  Miss  Belle  Cajiron, 

Miss  Lizzie  Thompson,  Miss  Sarah  S.  Kelly, 

Miss  Mary  McClatehy,  Miss  Mary  Xerney. 

At  the  same  town  meeting  the  following  vote  was  adopted  :  — 
''Voted  to  present  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the   Ladies  of  Attleboro,  for  their 
kind  assistance  offered  to  prepare  clothing  for  those  who  may  leave  this  town 
to  serve  their  Country,  and  record  the  same  with  names  attached." 

Just  as  our  men   worked  all   through  the   war  with  unflagging  zeal,  so  our 
women  were  tireless  in  their  efforts  to  supply  some  of  the  needs  of  sick  and 
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wounded  soldiers  in  the  liospitals  or  to  add  little  comforts  to  brighten  and 
cheer  theii'  hard,  dreary  lives  in  camp  and  field.  Sewing  societies  were 
formed  in  various  parts  of  the  town  :  at  the  North,  the  South  and  West,  and 
at  the  East  villages;  at  Dodgeville  ;  and  douljtless  in  other  villages  or  neigh- 
borhoods. These  met  at  the  churches  or  at  the  homes  of  some  of  the 
ladies  and  were  attended  by  those  of  all  ages.  Children  helped  to  pick  lint 
or  make  bandages,  the  elders  cut  and  made  garments,  ''  and  old  ladies  of 
eighty  years  knitted  socks  at  their  homes."  Unfortunately  no  records  have 
liecn  kept  of  this  work,  but  n)any  barrels  of  comfortal)le,  well-made  clothing, 
many  thousands  of  yards  of  soft  bandages,  and  many  pounds  of  lint  were 
prepared  by  those  clever,  eager  hands  and  sent  to  the  front. 

In  the  East  village,  as  no  doubt  elsewhere,  the  society  was  called  the  Sol- 
diers' Aid  Society,  and  it  met  weekly  in  the  vestry  of  the  church.  Mi's. 
lielden,  ]\Irs.  Lyman  Dean,  ]Mrs.  N.  C.  Luther,  INIiss  ]\Iolina  Capron,  Miss 
Sally  Peck,  and  others  were  among  the  leaders  in  the  work.  The  ladies  here 
arranged  fairs,  which  were  very  successful,  and  several  times  a  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  were  made  at  these.  A  i-ea'ding  circle  was  in  existence  at  that 
time,  which  met  once  a  week,  and  at  this  the  ladies  always  busied  themselves 
with  knitting  stockings,  the  tops  of  wjiich  were  red  and  white  to  form  the 
patriotic  combination. 

All  the  work  done  was  not  done  in  common  at  the  frequent  society  gather- 
ino"S.  Many  who  could  not  leave  their  homes  had  work  given  them  to  do 
there,  and  not  the  least  earnest  in  this  labor  of  love  were  those  women  upon 
whom,  in  the  absence  of  husbands  and  sons,  had  fallen  the  chief  burden  of 
the  support  of  their  families.  Facts  and  figures  may  and  should  be  compiled 
and  preserved,  but  the  real  historj'^  of  such  labors  as  these  can  never  be 
written  by  any  human  pen.  "Who  shall  say,  however,  that  they  are  not  in 
everv  such  case  important  factors  in  working  out  the  grand  result?  While 
we  honor  our  soldiers  and  citizens  for  their  noble  record  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  we  will  honor  our  women  also,  for  '•  they  did  what  they  could." 

KEMINISCENCES,    EXPEKIKNCKS    OE    SOLDIERS,    ETC. 

A  few  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  of  the  war  have  been  obtained  from 
Bonie  of  the  ladies  who  were  engaged  in  the  fitting  out  of  the  soldiers  who 
first  enlisted  in  town,  and  several  old  soldiers  have  kindly  given  us  an  outline 
of  their  companies'  marches  and  actions,  adding  some  i)ersonal  experiences 
of  their  times  of  active  service. 

As  has  been  seen,  enlistments  began  very  early.  General  Orders  No.  8 
was  issued  by  Governor  John  A.  Andrew  on  April  ■22d,  18G1,  and  under  these 
orders  Company  1  was  formed  in  this  town.  Arms  being  supplied,  the  next 
want  was  proper  clolhiiig.  "  The  town  was  very  liberal  in  furnishing  all 
that  Av as  requiied"  in  the  way  of  material,  and  the  ladies  agreed  to  make  it 
up.     In  North  Attleborough  they  met  in  the  hall  of  tlie  ^Masonic  building; 
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those  ladies  who  were  alilc  to  do  so,  and  others,  took  woik  to  their  homes, 
while  the  old  ladies  whose  eyes  were  too  dim  for  sewing  at  once  began  to 
knit  socks.  The  uniforms  were  cut  by  a  tailor.  Tiiey  were  of  gray  cloth, 
with  short,  close  coats,  and  military  buttons.  They  were  to  have  been 
trimmed  with  red,  but  that  order  was  countermanded,  as  it  was  thought  the 
color  "  might  be  a  mark  for  the  rebels."  Mrs.  Benjamin  Pratt  was  one  of 
those  most  active  and  eflicient  in  that  part  of  the  tuwn  and  held  many  meet- 
ino-s  at  her  house, -where  subsequently  undergarments,  lint,  and  bandages  were 
also  prepared. 

In  East  Attleborough  the  ladies  met  in  what  is  now  "Union  Ilall"  ;  IMiss 
Abby  Capron  was  the  head  of  the  committee,  a  position  she  was  well  quali- 
fied to  occupy,  and  upon  Jicr  devolved  the  care  of  the  undergarments.  The 
tailor  came  from  North  Attleboiough  to  cut  the  suits,  and  Miss  Augenette 
Starkey  took  charge  of  the  basting,  which  occupied  her  for  eight  days,  even 
with  the  able  assistance,  a  portion  of  the  time,  of  .Mrs.  Stephen  Pierce,  whose 
efforts  deserve  special  mention,  because,  as  some  may  rcmembei',  it  was  with 
great  difliculty  that  she  could  get  to  the  hall  to  work,  owing  to  the  disap- 
proval of  some  members  of  her  family.  To  this  day  Miss  Starkey  reinon- 
bers  thankfully  her  "happy  thought"  in  having  the  nan)C  of  each  soldier 
pinned  to  the  various  portions  of  his  suit,  in  order  to  insure  the  proper 
coming  together  of  the  right  legs,  arms,  and  bodies.  But  for  tliis,  it  is  easy 
to  imagine  the  mixtures  that  would  have  resulted,  n)ixtures  which  no  shaking 
—  though  as  vigorous  as  that  in  the  "Valley  of  Dry  Bones" — would  have 
been  able  to  make  right.  There  were  several  sewing  machines  in  the  hall, 
one  a  Mrs.  Wilkinson's,  .-mother  Mrs.  Dr.  Sanford's,  and,  if  the  memory  of 
our  informant  is  correct,  the  doctor  himself  helped  to  use  it  in  the  good 
cause.  Men,  women,  and  children  were  all  eager  to  work  and  "did  with 
their  might  whatever  their  hands  found  to  do."  Any  work  was  man's  work, 
any  work  woman's  work,  that  either  could  do.  The  Ladies,  it  is  said,  brought 
"  spider  web  silk  "  to  make  the  clothes  with,  and  Major  llolman  went  to 
Providence  to  procure  the  proper  kind,  and  "  Alcott  Ilardin  was  press  man." 
'J'he  work  went  on  here  for  over  forty  days  with  "  the  hall  full  in  the  after- 
noons," and  the  story  for  North  Attleborougli  would  doubtless  be  much  the 
same,  for  nearly  a  hundred  men  had  to  be  made  ready.  Besides  his  suit, 
each  soldier  was  supplied  with  two  llannel  siiirts,  two  pairs  of  drawers,  socks, 
a  havelock,  and  a  bag  "containing  all  the  necessary  articles  for  mending  his 
clothing."  The  Ladies  attended  also  to  providing  the  blankets.  Mr.  Lyman 
Dean  presented  the  insignia  for  the  caps,  which  were  raised  gold  letters  and 
were  made  in  Taunton,  and  to  each  soldier  he  gave  Sl.oO  worth  of  postage 
stamps. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  live  men  in  Company  I,  only  nine  were  not  of  our 
town.  The  company's  drill  ground  was  on  the  "  old  Tojn  French  place,"  as 
it  was  then  familiarlv  called,  on  the  road  from  the  Farmers  to  Kobinsonville, 
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where  there  was  a  racing  track  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  before  leavin-  honK- 
"the  company  could  march  around  the  track  in  fifteen  minutes.''  This 
shows  the  zeal  with  which  our  citizens  went  to  work  to  make  soldiers  of 
themselves  when  the  necessity  came,  and  tl)e  result  was  certainly  credit- 
able for  a  month's  time  with  men  wholly  unaccustomed  to  such  exercise 
Iheu-  gymnasium  was  in  the  basement  of  Whiting's  new  shop  at  Xorth 
Attleborongh. 

The  day  before  they  left  town  for  camp,  Sunday,  Captain  Ashley  preached 
to  the  cmnpany  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  the  following  mornini  they  met 
at  four  o  clock  on  the  common  in  front  of  the  church.     Many  can^rccall  the 
sad  scenes  of  that  early  morning,  for  almost  everybody  in  that  part  of  the 
town    came    there    to    say    -  good-by "    and    -Godspeed."     The    company 
marched  to  East  Attleborongh,  where  in  Union  flail  they  fonn<l  a  fine  spread 
awaitmgthem,  -but  the  boys  did  not  feel  n.uch  like  'eatincr."     The  clerk 
Mr.  Wade,  was  obliged   to  take  charge  of  calling  the  roll,  '-Ihe  orderly  ser- 
geant not  feeling  it  was  his  duty."     No  one  can  wonder  at  that  scr^^^ant's 
feeling  or  blame  him  for  shifting  such  a  duty  in  such  surroundin'^s,  f'or  the 
whole  story  is  told  in  the  sin.ple  phrase  of  the  clerk  himself,  a  man  whose 
bravery  was  unquestioned,  and  he  says  :  "  It  was  the  hardest  work  I  ever  did  " 
The  Seventh  went  into  can.p  first  at  Taunton,   where  they  remained   for 
a  month-from  June  12th  to  July  12th,  1861  -and  where  on'june  1.0th  they 
were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  .States,  the  reoi^K'nt  promising 
to  serve  for  the  war,  or  for  three  or  five  years."     Four  ;f  the  companies 
were  stationed  in  the  old  Exhibition  buildings,  I  and  K  together,  and  just 
opposite  them  Company  E.  who  were  called  "  the  Dorchester  Owls,"  because 
tliey  were  always  awake  at  night.     The  first  night  there  was  no  sleep  for  any- 
body.    Boots  flew  here  and  there  to  the  accompaniment  of  every  variety  of 
catcall,  and  there  was  a  general  and  lively  '•  good  tiu.e."     WheneVer  ofhLers 
called  for  quiet,  of  course  a  fe^v  seconds  sufficed  to  set  every  man  snorin-r 
lustily  for  the  time  being.     All  this   fun,  however,  did   not 'make   careless 
soldiers,  but  quite  the  contrary.     Indeed,  only  recently.  Colonel   Couch  in 
referring  to  the  Seventh  Regiment  said  that  its  discipline  and  attendance  to 
duty  were  the  same  during  those  few  days  in  camp  before  it  entered  the 
United  States  service  as  they  were  afterwards,  and  its  reputation  in  those 
respects  is  too  well  known  to  need  comment  here. 

In  July  came  orders  to  proceed  to  Washington.  Very  many  can  remem- 
ber the  twelftli  day  of  that  month.  The  hour  when  the  train  bearincx  the 
Seventh  was  to  pass  through  the  East  village  was  known,  and  from  alfover 
the  town  people  collected  at  the  station.  The  old  depot  platform  was 
crowded  with  pale-faced  women  and  excited  children,  all  ea<rer  for  a  hand- 
shake and  good-by  with  those  who  were  now  to  go  to  the  front"  and  learn  the 
terrible  lessons  of  real  war.  The  train  stopped  some  moments  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  village  and  then  rushed  swiftly  through  it,  and  the  waiting 
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ones  had  only  the  merest  glimpse  of  loved  faces,  and  the  echoes  of  a  hun- 
dred voices  mingled  in  parting  phrases.  This  was  the  last  seen  of,  alas  !  too 
many  a  dear  one,  for  the  Seventh  reaped  the  reward  of  active  service  and 
returned  from  that  journey  with  sadly  thinned  ranks. 

In  passing  through  Baltimore  "  they  were  obliged  to  load  up  "  and  had 
no  opportunity  to  ajjpease  their  hunger.  Their  first  night  in  Washington  was 
spent  in  the  Capitol,  where  rations  were  served  tliem.  One  of  the  men  savs  : 
"  We  f^lept  in  marble  halls,  and  did  not  need  to  dream  of  them."  The  first 
permanent  camp  of  the  .Seventh  was  Camp  Kalorama  in  the  hospital  grounds, 
where  they  remained  until  August  5th  and  then  removed  to  Camp  Bright- 
wood,  a  temporary  camp  near  Brightwood,  on  the  right  side  of  Seventh 
Street.  Upon  a  certain  occasion  here  one  of  the  courses  on  the  bill  of  fare 
proved  to  be  "  meat  rather  lively."  The  regimental  taste  not  being  suf- 
ficiently educated  to  enjoy  that  as  an  article  of  food,  it  was  decided  to  make 
another  disposition  of  it,  and  the  Fall  River  companies  A  and  B  got  out 
their  drums  and  to  the  "  Dead  March  in  Saul,"  or  something  else,  '° buried 
it  with  appropriate  ceremonies."  Later  the  camp  was  changed  to  a  spot 
between  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  streets,  on  which  latter  street  was  the 
hospital,  then  a  hotel,  the  place  being  now  occupied  by  a  race  ground. 
While  here  Company  I  had  the  measles  and  Henry  Daveni)ort  died. 

The  winter  was  passed  in  this  place  and  barracks  had  to  be  constructed. 
The  trees  were  found  in  the  woods  not  far  away.  Trunks  were  du"-  out, 
logs  set  down  in  them,  and  the  chinks  filled  in  with  mud.  Some  of  the  ends 
were  run  up  together  to  form  peaked  roofs,  and  the  tents  were  opened  and 
spread  over  these  as  a  covering.  The  chimney  to  each  barrack  was  built 
with  logs  and  mud,  cobhouse  fashion,  and  had  a  fireplace.  Each  company 
had  four  buildings,  and  each  squad  had  a  sergeant  and  two  corporals  in  it. 
Before  the  barracks  were  erected  the  men  had  had  A  tents,  but  after  leaving 
camp  they  had  only  shelter  tents,  of  which  each  man  carried  a  portion.  ]':ven 
these  they  were  without  for  some  time  and  were  obliged  to  form  shelters 
for  themselves  as  best  they  could  by  putting  two  of  their  rubber  blankets 
together  and  fastening  them  with  wooden  pins. 

In  March,  1802,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Prospect  Hill,  as  a  forward  move- 
ment was  expected.  Here  they  had  'M-ain,  mud,  and  no  shelter";  so  our 
■njcn  occupied  themselves  in  building  huge  fires  of  whole  trees  and  drying 
one  side  while  the  other  side  was  getting  wet.  The  return  march  to  camp 
^vas  through  nnul  knee-deep,  with  a  little  variety  in  wading  Rock  Creek  in 
water  waist-high.  Company  I,  however,  were  most  cheerfully  welcomed  at 
their  barracks  with  roaring  fires,  hot  colTce,  etc.,  prepared  by  Mr.  Des  Jar- 
tbns,  who,  being  ordnance  ollicer,  had  been  left  in  camp  and  so  "could  look 
out  for  his  men."  We  fancy  .some  of  the  Company  I  "  boys  "  can  feel  the 
Warmth  of  those  fires  and  smell  the  fragrant  odors  of  that  steaming  coffee 
cvfu  now.     The  last  of  March  orders  were  received  to  start  for  the  Peuiu- 
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sula.  These  were  obeyed  so  promptly  llial  the  regiment  \v:is  at  Columbia 
College  too  soon,  so  after  remaining  in  the  grounds  for  a  time  it  returned  to 
camp.  The  morning  following  their  return,  however,  transports  were  taken 
for  Fortress  jMonroe  and  tlie  Seventh  quartered  at  Camp  Smith,  beyond 
Hampton,  near  Big  Bethel.  The  next  camp  was  Warwick  Court  House,  in 
the  woods,  where  picket  duty  was  done  until  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown. 
Thence  our  men  i)roceeded  to  the  fight  at  Williamsburg,  and  the  night 
preceding  they  camped  in  a  cornfield,  where  the  rain  took  a  cheerful  way  of 
announcing  itself  by  trickling  down  their  backs. 

Not  long  aftei'  this  ouj-  informant,  then  llie  First  Sergeant  of  CoiTipanv  I, 
had  to  make  a  little  digression.  After  an  exposure  to  the  lain  of  thirty-six 
hours'  duration,  he  was  compelled  to  submit  to  a  siege  of  locjthachc,  and  just 
about  the  tin)e  the  southern  army  was  evacuating  its  })osilion  several  of  his 
liitherto  relialjle  dental  members  were  by  order  of  their  con)niander  quitting 
their  stronghold,  like  the  ''  rebs,"  never  again  to  become  possessed  of  their 
former  fortifications. 

The  day  following  this  battle  of  Williamsl)uig,  which  Avas  a  hard  one, 
though  the  number  of  troops  em[)loyed  was  not  very  large,  the  I'egimeut  had 
a  march  of  twenty-live  miles,  a  most  severe  one,  for  the  day  was  intensely 
hot  and  many  fell  out  by  the  way  on  account  of  the  heat  and  lack  of  water. 
From  this  time  on  tlic  regiment  was  actively  engaged  in  the  skirmishing  line 
all  along  the  Peninsula.  This  line  of  drill  had  been  that  of  the  Seventh, 
and  our  Attleboiough  "boys"  were  especially  interested  in  it.  Upon  one 
occasion,  when  two  companies  had  been  ordered  out,  and  one  of  them  was 
too  slow,  it  was  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  Comijany  I  obeyed  an  order 
from  their  colonel  to  "  go  out  and  go  faster."  Company  I  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  which  began  May  'Mat,  18G2,  and  this  was  their  first 
experience  of  real  fighting.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Des  Jardins  was  com- 
manding the  company,  and  here  Sergeant  Faas  lost  his  leg  by  being  in  what 
would  ordinarily  have  been  another  man's  place.  .Vt  this  battle  the  regiment 
was  surrounded,  and  was  released  by  General  Sumner.  At  that  time  Lieu- 
tenant Whiting  was  with  the  compan}',  and  as  they  were  preparing  to  camp 
for  the  night  a  man  met  him  and  inquired  for  some  North  Carolina  regiment, 
so  Mr.  Whiting  at  once  took  him  to  the  colonel  as  a  prisoner.  This  camping- 
place  was  a  meadow  where  the  men  had  to  lie  on  their  guus  to  keep  from  the 
wet,  and  with  only  pants,  shirts,  and  blouses.  The  summons  to  the  battle 
had  come  while  they  were  preparing  dinner,  and  being  still  a  little  new  to 
the  usages  of  war  they  left  everything  as  it  was,  taking  only  their  guns. 
Tlie  battle  over,  they  were  minus  coats,  blankets,  food,  and  utensils,  and 
they  had  nothing  to  eat  from  Saturday  morning  until  Sunday  night,  when 
they  received  "one  hard  tack  a[)iece."  The  day  following  this  battle  tln'V 
"  had  a  chance  to  fight  a  litth- "  from  behind  a  railroad,  and  two  of  the  com- 
pany were  wounded. 
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Soon  after  tliis  they  letiirncd  to  a  camp  near  the  foniier  old  one,  and  liav- 
inc;  lost  thcif  clothes,  e(iiiii)nients,  etc.,  they  had  to  be  newly  snpplied.  They 
remained  in  this  place  until  .June  2ot]i,  when  they  went  on  to  the  pick(!t  lines. 
Tliis  was  the  commencement  of  the  seven  days'  fight  before  Richmond. 
Company  I  liad  some  skirmishing;  and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill  and  in  one  cavab-y  encounter  at  Chai'les  City  crossroads.  At  Malvern 
Hill  their  position  was  on  rear  gronnd,  where  they  could  overlook  the  Itattle- 
flelcl  —  a  great  plateau  filled  with  men  — and  witness  the  fight. 

After  this  our  men  camped  for  six  weeks  near  Harrison's  Landing  in  a 
fine  whcatfield,  building  lireastworks  several  times  as  they  moved  abont ;  and 
here  many  were  ill  from  the  elfects  of  poor  water.  Next  by  transport  to 
Alexandria,  and,  horses  being  delayed,  the  ollicers  had  for  a  time  to  test  their 
marching  powers  on  foot  with  the  men.  Directly  after  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  l\un,  our  company  was  among  those  who  went  back  following  Lee,  but 
between  him  and  NVashington.  They  were  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  and  lay 
one  night  on  the  ileld,  where  ^Ir.  Wade  as  orderly  sergeant  '•  tried  to  waken 
a  dead  man."  They  followed  the  "  rebs  "  for  a  while  and  finally  went  into 
camp  at  Downesville,  ]\[d.,  where  they  remained  until  October.  Being 
ordered  to  move,  they  crossed  the  river  at  Berlin,  where  they  had  "  to  make 
the  muster  rolls  in  the  night  on  empty  cracker  boxes  "  with  dew-danipened 
paper,  and  then  went  on  into  Virginia,  camping  at  New  Baltimore. 

November  9th  General  Burnside  look  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  soon  made  a  move  down  toward  Frederickslinrg,  and  Company  I 
was  in  the  battle  at  that  place  on  December  13th,  1862,  when  "  Terrill  was 
killed  and  Snell  wounded."  During  this  year  Colonel  Kiissell  left  the  regi- 
ment, expressing  at  parting  from  his  men  many  regrets  at  being  obliged  to 
leave  them.  The  regiment  was  rather  unjustly  treated  in  this  respect,  hav- 
ing had  five  different  colonels  placed  in  command  over  it.  This  was  one  of 
the  times  when  jealousy  waxed  rampant  over  the  eastern  army,  when  the 
chief  fighting  seemed  to  be  over  the  question  of  a  commander,  who  was  no 
sooner  appointed  and  ready  for  action  than  he  was  superseded,  and  the 
men  were  occupied  in  "waiting  for  orders"  or  trying  to  obey  contradictory 
ones. 

The  Seventh  stayed  near  Falmouth  all  the  winter  of  1S62-G3  and  were  in 
the  famous  "  Mud  ]\[arch,"  as  it  was  called,  when  the  great  Army  of  the 
Potomac  "  marched  up,  and  then  marched  down  again."  Its  next  fight  was 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsvillc  —  second  Fredericksburg.  Here  Company  I 
lost  its  captain,  Prentiss  ^L  Whiting,  and  the  command  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant  Wade.  Company  D  lost  in  this  light  nineteen  out  of  forty-one 
men,  and  Company  I  sulTered  severely.  A.  Bartlctt  Keith,  Alexander 
Corey,  Edward  Dean,  and  Andrew  Farrell  were  all  wounded  in  the  leg,  the 
former  severely,  the  latter  slightly;  Henry  (iralT,  in  the  shoulder  severely; 
J.  Allen   Tillson,  in  the  hand  slightly;   John  A.   Whaley,  in  the   al)domen 
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severely  ;  and  James  B.  Tisdale,  mortally  in  the  feet.  This  was  the  largest 
list  of  casualties  in  the  conipan}'  at  any  one  time. 

Maryc's  Heights  was  one  of  their  battles  ;  another,  Salem  Church,  wliere 
we  were  repulsed.  On  this  occasion  Company  J  had  "  simj)ly  to  stand  still 
and  be  fired  at  from  three  sides."  Their  orders  were  to  attract  the  attention 
and  fire  of  the  enemy,  while  others  of  our  men  sliould  Hank  and  surround  the 
same,  and  we  may  be  sure  Attleborough  ])oys  stood  their  ground  lirmly. 
During  this  light  tlie  entire  regiment  was  surrounded  and  lost  enormously. 
During  the  day  following  —  a  Sunday  in  May,  18G;3  —  the  Seventh  were  cut 
oflf  entirely  from  our  army.  In  the  late  afternoon  a  tremendous  thunder- 
cloud arose.  Taking  advantage  of  tliis  ciicumstance  and  leaving  a  skirmisli 
line  with  a  battery  whicli  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  tlie  dark,  under 
cover  of  this  friendly  cloud  the  regiment  n)arclied  away,  and  finally  all  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  a  river  in  safety  and  reaciiing  their  own  lines  once  more. 
They  returned  to  the  old  camp  near  Falmouth  and  from  there  marched  fully 
two  hundred  miles  to  get  to  Gettysburg  for  tiie  famous  July  lights. 

Their  last  march  to  reach  the  battlefield  was  one  of  forty  miles.  They 
had  finished  the  regular  day's  march,  ''pitched  camp  and  just  got  to  bed," 
when  the  order  to  "  pack  and  fall  in  "  came,  and  by  the  mistake  of  the 
guides  they  were  taken  in  the  wj-ong  direction,  marching  forty  for  thirty 
miles.  This  long  march  ended,  they  halted  by  the  roadside,  and  had  just 
made  coffee  when  the  order  was  received  to  •'  push  on  double  quick  for 
Round  Top,"  and  they  did  speedily  push  on  to  its  foot.  The  Seventh 
belonged  to  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  and  the  appearance  of  this  corps  "  dis- 
couraged the  enemy,  and  saved  the  second  day's  fight."  The  next  day  our 
company  was  in  the  reserve  force,  was  here,  there,  and  everywhere  in  the 
midst  of  tlie  fight,  but  not  in  the  front.  On  the  "  Fourth"  —  the  closing  day 
of  the  great  fight —  they  were  on  the  front  line  again,  and  on  the  fifth  were 
"  after  the  enemy."  Later  they  were  in  Washington  and  still  later  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  Brandy  Station  on  the  farm  of  the  famous  unionist, 
J.  ]\Iinor  Botts.  AVhile  there  they  engaged  in  the  fight  at  Stone  Mountain 
across  the  Eapidan. 

In  May,  1864,  they  were  ordered  from  Brandy  Station  to  the  "Wilderness 
again,  where  heavy  fighting  was  continually  going  on,  and  many  were  killed. 
They  were  fighting  day  after  day  in  woods  so  thick  the  enemy  could  not  be 
seen.  It  was  continually  — "  March  to-night,  and  fight  to-morrow."  At 
Spotts^'lvania  a  charge  was  ordered  without  a  .skirmish  line  into  a  thick  pine 
wood  across  a  wet  meadow  full  of  mud  and  slime.  Here  both  Union  and 
Southern  lines  overlapped  each  other,  and  Company  I  losi  several  men. 
Later  a  skirmish  line  was  formed,  and  the  next  day  the  pickets  had  a  little 
encounter  with  the  enemy.  Our  pickets  at  this  time  were  kept  on  duty  for 
more  than  twenty-four  hours.  Lieutenant  "Wade  and  others  from  Company 
I   being   among    them.     The    former  was    frequently  "detailed    for  special 
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duties,"  the  perforniaiiee  of  wliicli  one  not  a  soldier  could  readily  see  re- 
quired more  than  the  ordinary  courafre  and  jiidgniont.  Several  "big  fights" 
occurred  about  this  time  at  or  near  Cold  Harbor  and  were  the  last  in  which 
our  "  boys"  of  Company  I  were  engaged,  for  on  June  loth,  1861,  they  left 
the  front  for  some  point  on  the  James  Kiver,  whence  they  were  transported 
to  Washington  and  New  York.  There  they  were  greeted  with  an  oration 
and  no  doubt  the  accompauimcnt  of  a  generous  meal.  From  New  York  they 
journeyed  by  the  Stonington  Line  and  on  to  Taunton,  their  coming  a  sur- 
prise, no  telegram  having  announced  it.  Their  discharge  papers  were  not 
received  until  July  oth,   though  they  bore  date  June  27th. 

And  now  Company  I  was  at  home  again;  and  how  proudly  and  heartily 
they  were  welcomed  after  those  three  years  of  faithful  service  in  fighting  for 
"the  land  we  love  so  well"!  Alas  that,  of  the  hundred  who  went  forth 
strong  and  hopeful,  less  than  half  came  back  whole  and  vigorous !  Had  only 
a  half  dozen  returned,  that  would  have  been  joy  enough  for  the  whole  town  lo 
make  itself  jubilant ;  and  from  everywhere  the  people  came  to  greet  the  thirt}-- 
seveu  and  give  them  a  pul»lic  ovation,  even  those  whose  loved  ones  slept 
beneath  southern  skies  or  in  the  neighboring  kirkyards  joining  in  those 
happy  services  for  tlie  comrades  of  their  dead. 

In  true  New  England  fashion,  with  procession  and  music  and  waving 
banners,  under  the  open  sky,  this  glad  reception  was  given.  Brightly  clad 
school  children,  singing  joyful  songs,  followed  by  their  no  less  happy  elders, 
escorted  "the  returned  soldiers"  to  "Pine  Grove,"  where  there  was  a 
"  bake."  What  else  could  there  have  been  for  men  who  had  not  tasted 
&  clam,  for  three  years?  The  delicious  fumes  of  that  steaming  coffee  in  the 
Washington  barracks  at  the  end  of  the  long  day's  march  in  the  rain  and 
mud  were  forgotten  as  the  appetizing  odors  of  this  weed-crowned  bivalve 
greeted  their  nostrils.  What  a  contrast  to  their  last  meal  together  when  they 
left  the  old  town  !  Then  no  one  could  eat,  now  no  one  could  help  doing 
it;  but  there  Avas  enough  for  all,  even  a  feast;  for  Attleborougii  bakes 
don't  fail. 

After  the  feast,  toasts  and  speeches  were  in  order,  on  this  occasion  filled 
with  words  of  pride  and  joy,  but  always  with  a  vein  of  sadness  running  through 
them,  as  thoughts  recuried  to  absent  forms  and  empt}-  places.  Very  often 
during  a  long  period  of  years  the  duties  of  toastniaster  devolved  upon  the 
writer  of  this  book,  and  it  was  so  upon  this  occasion.  A  few  of  his  special 
words  of  welcome  to  Com[)any  1  have  been  found  among  his  forgotten  papers 
and  arc  given  here  because  they  may  bring  to  someone  a  pleasant  inemory 
of  that  now  long-past  happy  day. 

Wf  have  not  conu'  licrc  to  in.-ikc  form:iI  spcoclics  to  yon.luit  to  L'ivc  you  a  hciu-ty  Wflromc 
Itoiiie,  — ;i  welcome  back  to  old  AtlIi,l)<>roii;,'li.  tliis  spot  from  which  three  yi;ars  ago  you  tuok 
your  departure  for  the  unknown  scene.-  of  an  openinir  war.  IJnt  how  few  of  those  who  tilled 
>'>ur  ranks  on  that  occasion,  are  here  to-day.  Is  this  Co.  I  ?  How  many  have  falliii  on 
Hk'  hattletields  of  their  country,  or  died  in  its  camps,  your  tiiinned  ranks  too  painfully  attest. 
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Tlic  nii'inory  of  the  hrnve  iloml  who  return  not  will  be  eli(Ti>^lie(l  and  honored  not  only  by  tboir 
friends,  but  tlic  people  of  Att]eliorou;,'b  for  year?;  to  eoine. 

How  sleep  the  l)rave  wlio  sink  to  re>t 
With  all  their  eoiintry's  wishes  blest  I 

You  have  fon<,'ht  in  a  just  eause,  they  liave  fallen  in  a  glorious  cause.  Tlirec  years  aj,'o  you 
went  forth  from  tlioo  lionies  and  friends  in  the  d(;fence  of  your  eountry,  foi'  the  inteirrity  of 
its  territory,  —  tlie  iperi'ctuity  of  our  Union  —  for  the  security  of  our  free  institutions.  TIii>  is 
a  eause  that  will  survive,  and  tci/l  triunii)h.  In  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  town  we  again 
weleonie  you  baelc  to  your  friends.  We  thank  you  for  the  >erviee  you  ha\e  done.  Since  yuu 
left  us  we  liave  watched  your  course,— we  have  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  —  we  are  happy  to  say  that  you  have  done  honor  to  tin-  town  wliieh  you  represented 
in  that  army,  'J'he  great  battles  in  whie.li  you  have  been  engaged,  \Villiain>buig,  l''air  (Jaks, 
Antietani,  Frcilei-ieksl)urg.  Ciettysburg,  the  \V'ilderness.  Spottsylvania,  and  Cold  Harbor  will  be 
forever  remembered,  —  they  are  inscribed  on  the  immortal  [lages  of  history. 

Thus  in  this  nual  scene,  .niiiid  sounds  of  niirtli  and  gladness,  in  the  snn- 
shine  of  a  cloudless  sumniei'  da}',  we  leave  Contpany  I.  It  is  our  last  olinips,e 
of  them  all  togellier.  Well  is  it  for  them  and  for  tis  all  that  as  we  think  of 
their  deeds  we  can  say  the  prize  for  which  they  strove  was  won  !  As  long  as 
the  great  war  is  remembered,  so  long  will  the  ''  7th  ^Nlass."  be  remembered, 
and  we  of  Attleborough  may  speak  with  pride  of  our  company's  share  in  its 
brave  and  brilliant  exi)loits. 

During  the  spring  of  18G2,  about  forty-five  men  enlisted  in  this  town  as 
members  of  Company  C,  Forty-seventh  ^lassachusetts  Regiment,  and  went 
into  camp  at  Roxfovd.  Mr.  Lemuel  T.  Starkey  was  commissioned  its  captain, 
and  Kverett  S.  Horton  one  of  its  lieutenants.  These  gentlemen  were  occupied 
during  the  summer  recruiting  for  the  regiment,  joining  it  in  tiie  early  autumn, 
wdien  it  was  regularly  mustered  into  the  United  States  service.  There  were 
at  the  same  time  at  IVjxford  some  four  or  five  other  regiments  called  the 
"  ^Merchants'  Guard  uf  Boston."  It  required  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  II.  N.  Daggett,  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  and  ]\Ir.  Starkey  to  prevent 
Company  C  from  being  placed  in  the  Fourth  Regiment.  At  tlie  time  of  its 
enlistments  the  governor  was  very  desirous  of  getting  that  regiment  off  to 
the  front  at  once,  but  these  gentlemen  urged  the  company's  joining  the 
Forty-seventh,  as  by  the  delay  in  so  doing  tlie  matter  of  bounties  could  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted,  Bonuty  had  been  promised  to  the  men,  but  at  one 
time,  a  little  later,  the  town  voted  not  to  pay  any  bounty  money.  By  delay- 
ing, an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  city  of  Boston  to  make  these  pay- 
ments and  later  to  transfer  these  men  to  the  credit  of  our  town,  wliicli,  as  has 
been  seen,  was  carried  out.  Had  Conipany  C  joined  the  Fourth,  not  only 
would  the  men  have  received  no  bounty,  but,  what  is  far  worse,  the  com- 
pany would  dou1)tless  "  have  been  cut  to  pieces,  for  the  Fourth  had  a  bloody 
experience." 

From  Boxford  the  regiment  went  to  Readville,  where  it  remained  al)out  two 
weeks,  and  then  to  New  York,  going  into  camp  on  Long  Island  at  tlie  I'ar- 
racks  on  an  old  racecourse  there.     On  December  21  the  men  took  a  trans- 
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port  for  New  Orleans.  They  were  eight  days  in  reaching  Ship  Island  and 
from  there  went  nnder  sealed  orders.  They  landed  at  Carrollton,  some  seven 
miles  above  the  city,  and  went  into  camp  at  Greenville,  wjiere  they  had  been 
but  a  few  days  when  they  were  transferred  to  the  United  States  bai-raeks, 
seven  miles  below  the  city,  and  from  there  to  the  city  itself,  where  they  were 
placed  on  provost  duty.  At  Carrollton,  where  the  first  landing  was  made,  all 
the  houses  about  were  full  of  rebel  sharpshooters  during  the  first  night,  and 
John  Sullivan,  having  ventui-ed  out  from  shelter,  was  shot  through  the  leg. 
A  little  excitement  occurred  here,  but  not  of  a  martial  nature.  One  solitary 
man,  a  Frenchman,  had  remained  at  Carrollton  in  charge  of  his  own  or  some- 
one's plantation,  and  he  had  two  slave  girls  there.  Hearing  an  outcry,  some 
of  our  soldiers  entered  his  house  and  found  he  had  whi))ped  one  of  these 
slaves  with  great  severity.  The  colonel  of  the  Forty-seventh  sent  him  at  once 
to  Tortugas.  One  can  readily  understand  the  indignation  of  a  northern  man 
over  such  a  deed,  especially  at  that  time,  and  his  promptness  in  using  his 
authority  to  jninish  the  offender.  The  dislike  manifested  by  the  peoi)lc  of 
New  Orleans  for  northern  soldiers  is  well  known,  but  we  are  told  that  "  in 
the  French  portion  of  the  city — on  the  contrary  —  they  were  very  hospi- 
table." The  Forty-seventh  was  kept  for  a  number  of  mouths  in  New 
Orleans,  "  because  it  was  the  best  drilled,  best  dressed,  and  best  appearing 
regiment  of  any  that  went  to  that  city." 

Company  C  had  no  skirmislies  in  the  city,  but  upon  one  occasion  three  com- 
panies, C  among  then),  went  up  the  river  to  15aton  Kouge  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Stickney,  "  and  there  had  a  pretty  hard  skirmish." 
Several  men  were  wounded,  but  not  severely.  •'  Hartshorn.  Alger,  and  Uas- 
sett  died  at  New  Orleans  from  fever,  and  one  man  left  the  regiment,  and 
has  never  been  heard  from  since."  Captain  Stark ey  resigned  in  January, 
1863,  receiving  from  his  company,  and  the  band  and  line  ollicers  of  the  regi- 
ment, testimonials  reg.arding  his  care  of  his  men  and  attention  to  their  wants, 
his  interest  in  the  regiment,  etc.,  while  he  was  a  member  of  it.  On  returning 
home  he  became  again  a  recruiting  otlicer.  He  was  stationed  at  rrovidt-nce, 
where  he  had  charge  of  raising  and  shipping  off  battalions.  He  com- 
menced recruiting  on  the  breiikiug  out  of  the  war,  and  during  its  continuance 
he  enlisted  1,084  men  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Khode  Island. 

Upon  Captain  Staikey's  resignation,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  tiie  men 
Lieutenant  Horton  became  captain  of  Company  C  and  soon  received  his 
conniiission.  Under  his  charge  the  company  retained  to  the  full  its  share  in 
the  excellent  reputation  the  Forty-seventh  had  gained.  There  were  but  few 
casualties  in  Company  C,  because  its  term  of  service  was  almost  entirely 
occupied  with  provost  duty.  The  reginient  was  ordered  to  Port  Hudson, 
but  the  fight  was  ended  before  its  services  were  required. 

These  men  enlisted  for  nine  months,  but  they  served  for  nearly  a  year. 
They  were  mustered  into  service  September  23,  \6G'2,  and  on  August  5,  1.S63, 
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tbey  lefl  New  Orleans  for  home  via  tlic  ISIississippi  Ivivcr.  At  Cairo  tliev 
took  cars  and  the  entire  journey  east  was  a  continued  ovation.  They  were 
met  at  every  stopping-phice  with  enlhiisiasni  and  received  tiie  most  hivisli 
attentions  from  the  people  everywhere.  They  were  mustered  out  at  Headvillo, 
Septeml)er  1,  18G3,  and  were  received  at  home  with  the  hearty  greetings  of 
the  whole  town,  which  turned  out  to  welcome  them. 

February  20,  18G1,  fifty-two  men  from  this  town  were  mustered  into  service 
in  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  the  majority  of  them 
in  Company  C.  Several  of  these  men  were  veterans,  having  served  in  the 
Forty-seventh.  They  camped  at  lleadville,  leaving  there  April  '28.  and  on 
May  5  they  reached  the  Wilderness,  participating  in  that  series  of  bloody 
battles.  During  this  time  some  of  our  ''boys"  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
from  one  of  Ihein  we  have  heard  of  some  of  the  expedients  resorted  to  in  the 
prison  pens  to  keep  uji  the  spirits  of  the  ])risoners.  Ollicers  often  clubbed 
togetlier  to  invent  stories  of  luittles  in  which  the  northern  armies  always  came 
off  victorious.  Such  tales  brought  cheer  and  a  little  comfort  to  the  i)rivates, 
and  when  one  had  been  often  enough  repeated,  a  fresh  one  was  made  up. 
Trapdoors  were  often  cut  in  the  prison  lioors,  and  when  noen  weie  attempt- 
ing to  escape  some  comrade  left  behind  dropped  through  these  doors  from 
room  to  room  to  keep  up  the  recpiisite  number  in  each  at  ration  time  to  cover 
the  absence  of  the  runaways.  Some  Attleborough  men  died  in  those  horrible 
prisons  ;  others  were  enabled  to  conquer  desjiair  and  live  on  through  months 
of  that  awful  existence  until  release  came.  Some  of  those  who  survived 
"were  completely  sliattered  pliysicallv  ;  some  regained  a  fair  degree  of  their 
former  vigor,  but  all  must  carry  through  life  the  effects  of  those  days  of 
terrible  suffering  and  endurance. 

The  Fifty-eighth  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was  mustered  out 
July  14,  1865. 

In  Companies  I  and  II,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
there  were  a  number  of  men  from  Attleborough.  They  enlisted  in  the  autumn 
of  18G1,  going  into  camp  at  Headville  and  from  thence  to  Fort  "NVarrcn  to  do 
garrison  duty  "  while  the  regiment  was  filling  up."  They  were  in  that  place 
when  Mason  and  Slidell  were  brought  there.  On  December  9  the  Twenty- 
fourth  started  for  the  seat  of  war,  accompanied  by  Gilmore's  band,  ot 
Boston.  They  went  to  Annapolis  and  became  a  part  of  the  P)urnside  expe- 
dition. The  men  were  at  lioanoke  and  Ncwberu  among  the  earlier  battles  of 
the  war,  and  later  they  were  in  North  Carolina  and  its  vicinity  for  some  nine 
months  in  the  Department  of  the  South  under  General  Hunter.  Tiiey  par- 
ticipated in  the  sieges  of  l-'orts  vSumter  and  Wagner  and  were  engaged  all 
through  the  wcU-remembered  Morris  Island  Campaign  in  18C);5. 

Subsequently  tlie  regin)ent,  much  reduced  on  account  of  ill-health,  was  sent 
to  St.  Augustine  and  Jacksonville,  where  we  may  hope  the  weary,  war-worn 
veterans  drew  in  health  and   vi<ror  from   the  balmy  air  and  cool  sea  breezes 
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and  found  tlionisolvos  refresluMl  in  coura<io  for  nil  coming  enconntors  in  tliat 
atmospliorc  still  tinclnrcd  with  (he  memories  of  valorous  deeds  "  in  the  brave 
daj's  of  old."  'I'lii^y  Avcrc  engaged  in  the  Ohistoe  light,  and  there  Geor<>-e 
Horton  and  John  C'nnnnings  were  taken  prisoners  and  had  to  experience  the 
horrors  of  Andersoiiville  and  Florence.  At  the  latter  place  Mr.  C'mnmings 
escaped  by  tunneling  and  succeeded  in  getting  out  some  distance,  but  his 
attempt  soon  became  known,  and  he  was  followed  by  nam  witli  dogs  and 
recaptured.  The  failure  of  one  attempt,  however,  only  matle  him  the  more 
determined  upon  another  effort  to  I'cgain  his  fj-eedom,  even  in  the  face  of  the 
frequent  penalty,  death  by  the  guard's  musket.  In  these  efforts  he  was 
irrepressible  and  embraced  evei-y  possible  opportunity  to  effect  his  escajie, 
though  in   the  end  it  was  only  effected  by  exchange. 

From  Florida  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  went  back  to  Virginia  and 
were  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  James  under  l^ntler.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  the  opportunity  came  to  rei-idist  for  l)ounty,  an  oiJixjrtunitv  which  w:is 
embraced  by  about  half  tlie  men  in  the  Twenty-fouith  ;  and  the  i-eifimcnt 
was  re-formed  in  Virginia.  Among  tlu^se  who  declined  reenlistment  was 
Charles  P.  Dirke,  wlio  had  been  a  soldier  of  the  Second  Empire.  lie  came 
home  ;  but  the  habits  of  the  soldiei'  proved  to  be  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  easily 
thi-own  off,  and  in  a  Aveek's  time  he  was  in  Hancock's  Veteran  Corps.  He 
was  one  of  the  guard  at  the  gallows  when  j\frs.  Snrratt  was  jinnged  and  was 
anioi]g  those  who  assisted  to  pick  up  the  remains  of  the  soldiers  who  are 
buried  at  Arlington. 

Our  "boys"  of  the  Twenty-fourth  were  in  Grant's  army  and  had  the 
experiences  of  those  days  of  contiinial  and  brilliant  fighting  through  the 
"summer  of  'G4."  They  had  but  little  fighting  during  the  following  winter, 
but  in  "the  spring  of  'G.">  "  they  were  again  with  Grant  in  his  last  grand 
campaign  just  before  the  close  of  the  Avar,  when  from  the  "White  House  to 
the  hovel  the  whole  country  watched  with  breathless  interest  for  the  issue. 
The  Twenty-fourth  was  among  the  first  regiments  to  enter  Richmond  after 
Lee's  surrender  and  was  ordered  on  provost  duty  there. 

These  few  facts  are  enough  to  show  that  the  sei-vices  demanded  of  these 
men  were  varied  and  sullicient  to  prove  that  they  were  "true  and  tried" 
soldiers.  Some  of  these  men  —  some  of  ours  among  them  —  served  for  five 
years,  for  the  Twenty-fourth  was  among  the  last,  if  not  the  very  last  re«Ti- 
mcnt,  to  return  home.     It  did  not  reach  ^Massachusetts  until  January,  18GG. 

Over  one  half  —  fifty-four  men  —  of  Company  II,  Fortieth  Kegimeut 
Mtissachusetts  Volunteers,  were  from  our  town.  They  enlisted  early  in 
August,  18Gl>  (about  the  7th),  "took  the  oath"  at  Boston  on  the  i:5th,  and 
ou  tiic  18th  went  into  camp  at  Linlield.  They  were  "  cpiartered  in  the  old 
uieeting-house"  with  another  company  from  'J'aunton  and  had  straw  to  sleep 
on.  Attempts  were  made  by  many  on  this  (irst  night  to  get  some  rest,  but 
there  was  "  too  nnich  noise  to  sleei>."    The  next  camping-place  was  r>oxford, 
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where  tlicy  remained  but  a  short  time.  They  were  regul.'uly  mustered  into 
the  United  States  sevviee  September  1st.  18(5:^,  and  on  the  .Sth  they  left  for 
AVasliington.  They  reaeiied  tiieir  fust  camp  there  at  Fourteenth  and  AlKn 
streets  ou  a  very  hot  day.  The  n)en  ''  were  marched  fifteen  miU'S  with  full 
knapsacks,  and  many  fell  out."  They  lay  down  on  the  red  clay,  glad  of  anv 
sort  of  a  resting-place,  and  in  the  night  a  showei-  came  up.  The  men  were 
so  tired  that  they  slept;  l)ut  in  the  morning  guns,  etc.,  had  to  be  dug  up  out 
of  the  mud,  while  the  liver  running  hard  I)y,  proving  to  be  of  the  same 
briglit  color  as  the  clay,  gave  no  very  encouraging  prospects  for  immediate 
cleanliness. 

September  2.jih,  says  .Mr.  Everett  B,  liliss'  diary:  "Detailed  for  wood 
and  water."  The  men  had  to  fell  big  trees,  rather  unusual  work  for  most  of 
them,  learning  to  wield  an  axe  not  being  quite  so  important  a  part  of  the 
ixverage  Yankee  boy's  varied  educatioii  as  to  wield  with  great  dexterity  that 
remarkal)le  instrument,  the  jackknife.  The  journal  foi-  the  evening  of  that 
day  reads  thus:  "Ed.  Crandall,  Ilorton,  .1.  Savery,  are  singing,  'We're 
tenting  tonight  boys.'" 

October  18th  the  regiment  moved  to  Miners  Hill,  about  fifteen  iniles  out 
•of  the  city,  and  Aveut  into  winter  quarters  in  stockaded  tents.  December 
27th  came  the  first  long  roll,  when  "all  fell  in,  every  man  to  arms."  Thev 
had  a  quick  march  of  sixteen  miles  in  a  snowstorm  to  Mile's  Cross  Roads  tu 
iitercept  some  cavalry.  They  speedily  fell  in  to  the  general  army  custom  of 
helping  themselves  to  the  shelter  of  any  houses  to  be  found.  At  this  place 
Mr.  Crandall  was  injured.  They  remained  for  three  days,  and  then,  no 
-cavalry  having  beeji  seen,  it  was  concluded  the  alarm  was  false,  and  the 
regiment  returned  to  camp.  Among  the  varied  records  of  tlie  journal  is  the 
following:  "  ]Miners  Hill.  Called  at  midnight  for  drilliitfj  and  picket  duty." 
March  30th  the  men  went  to  Vienna,  another  trip  of  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
miles,  "  carrying  three  days'  rations."  During  this  time  they  expericuceil 
real  New  England  weather  —  snow  eiglit  inches  deep  and  •'  only  shelter  tents 
for  use  "  ;  so  the  men  resorted  to  seeking  for  shelter  "in  every  conceivabK' 
place,  from  a  hotel  to  a  pigsty,  but  singing,  '  We're  marching  along.  We're 
marching  along.'"  This  expedition  ended  like  the  former  one  by  a  retinn 
to  camp. 

On  June  20d,  18()o,  the  regiment  broke  cami)  and  went  to  join  the  Army 
of  the  l^otoiuac  at  Yorktown.  Here  our  "journalist"  had  a  little  person:il 
encounter  and  had  to  cry  mercy  to  his  foe.  He  told  a  Yorktowu  man  he  h:ul 
never  seen  an  oyster  too  large  for  him  to  swallow  and  rashly,  as  the  sequel 
proved,  intim;ited  rather  strongly  his  belief  that  such  a  one  could  not  b'' 
found  anywhere.  The  old  man  accepted  the  challenge,  took  Mr.  lUiss  out  in 
liis  skiff,  lacked  up  and  gave  to  him  an  oyster  which  was  too  huge  to  hi' 
swallowed  whole  ;  so  the  soldier  '*  had  to  give  in."  If  the  ovster  was  eaten- 
it  is  certain  that  it  was  excellent.     The  quality  of  the  laige  oysters  of  tlnil 
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rcfiioii  is  only  equalea  bv  their  (umiitity  and  not  oxeellud  hy  lliosc  of  corre- 
si)OtKling  size  anywhere  else.  'Hiis  staleinent  in:iy  l)e  made  with  little  fear 
of  its  being  challenged. 

AVc  find  our  men  next  at  AVhite  House  Landing  on  the  river  above  York- 
lown,  where  they  reamined  a  week  or  two,  and  then  returning  to  Vorktown 
they  took  transports  for  Washington.  Reaching  that  city,  they  started  at 
once  to  join  iMeade's  army  at  Gettysburg  ;  Ijut  on  the  way  "their  train  collided 
with  another,  and  this  disaster  delayed  them  for  two  dayj  and  made  them  too 
late  for  the  battle.  They,  however,  readied  Fredericksimrg,  where  they  were 
"within  sound  of  the  guns."  From  tills  place  tiiey  were  ordered  "to  the 
Potomac  to  lay  pontoon  bridges  for  the  army  to  cross,  ciossing  themselves 
to  Warrington  Junction,  where  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  went''  into  winter 
quarters.  'J'lie  Fortietii  was  so<m  ordered  to  Alexandria  and  thence  on 
to  Fortress  .Alonroe,  lauding  at  Newport  News.  'J^u;  men  were  ordered  to 
prepare  for  a  Icmg  sea  voyage.  .Tust  as  they  had  tlicir  washinu-  hung  out, 
''everything  extra  being  left  at  Fivdericksburg,"  the  long  roll  soundec?,  and 
as  no  delays  in  answering  that  call  are  allowed,  the  result  was  "  tliey  were 
an  absurd  looking  crew."  They  were  put  upon  a  b.xit  from  which  a  thousand 
prisoners  had  just  been  taken,  -and,"  the  record  adds,  "it  was  not  clean." 
This  boat  was  their  abode  for  four  days  and  nights,  when  they  reached 
Charleston,   S.  C,   and  landed  on   Folly  Island. 

The  next  day  they  were  detailed  to  the  front  at  Fort  Wagner,  where  they 
met  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment.  At  this  place  each  Reginrent  had  to  be  at 
the  front  in  turn  two  days  in  every  week.  While  here  .Air.  Bliss  and  several 
of  his  comrades  of  the  Fortietii  -  called  upon  Ed.  Dean,"  whom,  as  the  cook 
of  his  company,  they  found  making  doughnuts.  It  is  perhaps  superfluous, 
m  speaking  of  New  Englanders,  to  add  that  "  a  feast  ensued."  The  Twenty- 
fomtli  at  this  time  was  in  most  excellent  condition  —  completelv  equipped, 
with  good  uniforms,  all  other  necessary  clothing,  accoutrements,  utensils, 
<-'tc.  ;  while  the  Fortieth,  as  we  have  seen,  had  almost  nothin<^.  Naturally 
boasting  obtained,  followed  by  a  lively  war  of  words  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  regiments,  and  particularly  between  our  townsmen,  whose 
opinions  upon  the  contrasts  in  appearance  were  expressed  with  the  utmost 
frankness  and  in  most  generous  measure.  About  this  time  orders  came  to 
the  regiments  on  Folly  Inland  to  the  effect  that  after  tiiree  months'  drilling, 
<-'tc.,  the  best  regiment  among  them  should  be  mounted,  as  a  complimcirt. 
At  the  end  of  the  stipulated  time  it  Avas  announced  that  the  Fortieth  had 
'I  ^vou  the  prize,"  and  they  were  sent  to  Hilton  Head,  where  thev  received 
their  horses,  and  soon  after  they  went  by  orders  to  Fl.)rida,  "to  Camp  Fin- 
;'«^an,  just  out  of  Jacksonville."  Hefore  parting  with  their  friends  of  the 
Iwenty-fourth,  they  took  the  opportunity  tiius  given  to  return  the  cmpli- 
nionts  which  had  been  so  freely  b.-stowed  ui)on  them.  This  turnin<r  of  the 
tables  was  made  the   most  of  and  all  debts  to  the  Twenty-fourth  paid  with 
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compound  interest.  Only  iiboiit  ;i  week  after  the  Fortieth  hful  received  tlicir 
horses  they  stoi-ined  n  b:\ttery.  captured  tlirec  oiit[)()sts,  and  surprised  tlic 
euemy,  taking  thein  in  the  night.  This  was  their  initial  figlit  on  horsebael< 
but  being  ordered  to  take  the  batter}'  they  proceeded  to  obey,  though 
they  liad  to  ride  over  ditclies,  through  woods,  etc.  Our  nariator  savs : 
"  Good  for  first  experience."  Tiiey  were  at  this  time  in  the  far-fauu-d 
"  Everglades,"  and  during  tlie  next  day's  march  they  came  to  Little  St. 
Mary's  Kiver.  Company  II  tiirew  their  guns  over  the  river,  and,  bein" 
infantry,  were  ordered  U)  "  dismount  and  dislodge  the  enemy."  Crawliiiir 
through  the  swamp,  they  captured  thirty-two  horses  and  a  nunil)er  of  men, 
the  whole  thing  having  been  "  done  veiy  quickly." 

The  above  affair  occurred  February  12th,  1864.  The  next  morning  the 
"boys"  cleaned  their  guns  and  exchanged  them  for  Spencer  rides.  The 
following  night  they  were  in  the  saddle  nearly  all  night.  Arriving  at  Stark 
the  regiment  halted,  but  a  small  squad,  including  sixteen  men  from  Company 
H,  were  detailed  to  go  to  (iainesville  and  capture  an  engine  and  train  of 
cars  bearing  a  valuable  load  of  cotton,  about  §1,000,000  worth.  The 
enemy  retreated  as  they  advanced,  so  they  pressed  forward  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  place,  fully  expecting  the  regiment  would  be  there  at  night.  The 
latter  had  been  misled  by  the  enemy,  however,  who  announced  that  they  had 
captured  our  men.  Thus  the  little  squad  of  men  was  left  to  its  own 
resources  in  the  enemy's  country  from  eleven  o'clock  one  morning  to  mid- 
night of  the  following  day.  The  few  men  were  arranged  to  keep  guard  a» 
advantageously  as  possible.  The  enemy  came  up  in  the  afternoon,  and  a 
skirmish  followed.  Mr.  Cummings  was  wounded  and  was  taken  to  a  hotel. 
where  he  had  to  be  left  as  prisoner.  A  lady  was  boarding  there  who  for- 
merly lived  at  Bear  Swamp,  and  she  kindly  cared  for  him,  though  she  could 
not  of  course  mention  that  she  knew  him.  George  Ilorton  was  taken  pris- 
oner there  also.^  During  the  night  the  euemy  left.  About  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  our  men  were  again  charged  upon,  but  they 
met  the  attack  gallantly  and  took  some  prisoners.  They  decided  to  evacu- 
ate their  position,  however,  and  at  midnight  started  for  Jacksonville,  nini'ty 
miles  away,  followed  by  forty  slaves,  for  whom  they  picked  up  mules  lit-n' 
and  there.  They  had  some  skirmishes  on  their  way,  but  they  llanketl  tlji' 
enemy  and  arrived  safely  at  .Tacksonville  on  the  17th  of  February,  where  tla-y 
were  rewarded  for  what  they  had  done  by  receiving  compliments  from  their 
commanding  general. 

Fron)  .lacksonville  these  men,  about  fifty  in  number,  went   to  join  their 
regiment,  reaching  it  on  the  I'Jth  at  Barber's  Ford.     The  following  morning 


'Mention  lias  niroaily  liccn  mmlc  of  these  two  men  having''  been  taken  prlsoiitTs  at  Oliistoc.  Tin- 
sklnnUli  Kccurrcil  about  the  lluie  of  that  lli;ht.  The  fa<'t-i  as  before  relatcil  have  been  allxwol  i" 
remain  In  the  accoiiiit  of  the  Twenlyfourlh,  as  they  were  t'lven  by  a  member  of  Uiat  rejilnicnt,  ^ol'l'' 
aililitlons  beln>;  mailc  by  others. 
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at  seven  o'eloek,  the  Fortieth,  with  other  reLiiinciits,  started  foi'  Lake  Citv. 
but  fouml  the  enemy  on  the  way  at  noon,  and  then  and  there  l)eifan  the 
battle  of  Ohistce,  "one  of  the  stnhl)orne.st  of  all  tlu-  battles,"  a  real  hand-to- 
liand  figlit,  where  our  soldiers  waited  nntil  the  enemy  were  within  ten  feet  of 
theiu  before  they  rnsiied  foiward  to  the  cnconnter.  'I'lie  enemy  were  at  this 
time  really  vietorioiis,  "  but  did  m)t  know  it."  The  Fortietli  bel(Jn^■ed  to 
what  was  ealled  the  "  Light  l^i-iuade,"  Colonel  (^iiy  V.  Henry  commandint;-. 
He  was  a.  leader  who  always  said  "  Come,"  not  "  Go."  At  one  time  thev 
were  in  line  of  battle,  whieli  was  a  sinr/lc  line,  and  for  a  moment  tlie  men 
seemed  inclined  to  get  nervous.  Seeing  tiiib.  Colonel  Henry  coolly  ste])[)ed 
out  in  the  front  and  gave  the  cavalry  some  (bill  orders  to  relieve  theii-  nerv- 
ousness. The  men  at  once  resi)onded,  and  with  cheers,  which  the  enemy 
mistook  for  greetings  to  reinforcements  and  so  considered  themselves 
beaten.  That  this  nervousness  was  Init  momentary  and  had  no  effect  upon 
the  fighting  (jualities  of  our  "  boys"  is  well  attested,  for  the  Fortieth  was 
complimented  for  both  coolness  and   bravery  at   tiiis  same  battle  of  Olustee. 

Our  troops  after  this  retreated  to  .lacksonville.  and  the  Fortieth  went  again 
to  Camp  Finnigan,  where  they  remained  nntil  they  weie  ordered  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  The  Twenty-fourth  were  with  them  on  this  journey.  'JMiey 
landed  at  City  Point  and  for  some  days  were  occui)ied  in  marching  up  and 
down  from  place  to  place  to  mislead  the  "  rebs."  JNLay  Oth  our  record  reads 
thus:  "Called  at  2.r.0  to  march,  went  to  Chester  Station  ;  tore  up  the  track 
and  ruined  the  railroad  l.)etween  Petersbuig  and  Richmond,  stopping  com- 
munication." At  this  time  the  Eighteenth  Corps  went  on  toward  Kiclimond, 
getting  between  that  place  and  Fort  Darling,  where  the  enemy  were  massed 
in  large  numbers,  and  finally  proceeded  to  Fort  Darling,  havinir  several 
encounters  with  the  enemy  on  the  way.  In  front  of  this  place,  on  May  20th, 
1SG4,  Captain  .Jenkins  of  Company  H  was  captured  ;  he  was  "  wounded  and 
missing."  John  C.  Wilmarth  and  some  others  were  captured,  F.  IL  r>liss. 
Francis  Doran,  Edgar  Freeman,  and  others  were  wounded.  Parks  and  Slade 
were  killed,  and  John  O.  Wilmarth  was  wounded.  He  died  subsequently  at 
Newport  News.  After  this  there  came  a  day  of  l)oth  skirmishinir  and  heavv 
fighting,  in  which  several  of  the  regiment's  ollicers  were  wounded,  and  the 
command  of  Company  H  devolved  upon  its  corporal.  Job  Savery.  In  a 
skirmish  that  day  "  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  went  out,  twenty  were 
wounded,  and  two  killed  outright."  After  the  day  was  over  someone  said  : 
''We  have  had  no  rations  "  ;  and  John  Bullock,  with  viirorous  smackin-s  of 
'":>  lips,  exclaimed  :  "  I  wish  I  had  a  piece  of  custard  pie." 

May  21)th  the  Fortieth  left  Hernrndu  Hundreds  and  went  to  City  Point. 
Arriving  there  the  following  morning  they  took  transports  for  Fortress  ;Mon- 
roe.  The  boats  ran  aground  the  next  inght,  but  got  back  to  While  House 
I-anding.  Tiie  men  marched  through  the  rest  of  the  night,  having  onlv  a 
"liort  bivouac,  and  in  the  morning,  :is  they  were  nearing  Cold  Harbor,  they 
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met  the  Seventli.  The  oi-dor  came  to  charge,  "  and  the  Fortieth  opened  the 
ball."  Hedges,  Hamlin,  and  Elliot  were  woimded,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marshall,  formerly  captain  of  Company  II,  was  killed.  "The  regiment  lost 
sixty  men  from  a  squad,"  and  our  old  soldier  records  tlii.s  as  "  hard  lighting." 
The  next  day  the  lighting  continued,  and  Lloyd  Ilodges  was  wounded. 
June  3d  was  "the  heavy  battle  at  Cold  IIarl)or.  It  was  shoit  but  very 
severe."  On  that  day  James  Short,  M.  C.  Kent,  and  Everett  Hliss  were 
wounded,  and  Lester  Perkins  was  killed. 

The  Fortieth  left  Cold  Harbor  on  .lune  13  and  went  to  Fortress  ^Monroe, 
leaving  there,  however,  almost  immediately  for  Kichniond,  as  was  supposed, 
but  they  "laiidod  at  Bermuda  on  tlie  14th,  and  went  to  Point  of  Pocks  near 
there."  They  were  in  the  cjiaige  on  the  heights  of  Petersburg  —  a  colored 
regiment  alongside  —  when  two  liundred  prisoners,  ten  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  some  cavalry  were  captuied.  In  that  day's  fight  Company  H  had  tea 
men  on  duty,  and  in  the  regiment  there  were  seventii-Jive  only,  the  numbers 
were  so  much  reduced  by  the  long  sick  list.  On  June  IT)  •'  twenty  one 
guns  were  captured,  the  40th  in  advance."  The  following  nigiit  they  were 
in  line  of  battle  all  night  and  had  some  fighting.  A  little  later  they  returned 
to  Bermuda  Hundreds  and  to  their  old  corps,  the  Tenth,  and  were  given 
a  day  of  rest.  At  this  time  there  was  more  or  less  skirmishing  every  day, 
and  on  the  24th  our  "boys"  of  the  Fortieth  were  in  more  fighting.  During 
that  day  some  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  taken,  "  who  seemed  glad  to 
get  into  our  lines.'" 

The  Fortieth  was  for  niuet\^  days  at  Petersburg  and  under  fire  the  entire 
time,  never  being  out  of  lange  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  On  June  30  our 
men  had  the  heaviest  artillery  fighting  they  experienced.  Two  hundred 
pieces  were  belching  fire  for  four  hours  unceasingly,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  a  charge  was  ordered  which  resulted  in  many  casualties,  several  to  the 
Fortieth.  After  this  to  Bermuda  Hundreds  again,  and  our  men  were  allowed 
to  rest  and  recruit  for  two  weeks  ;  then  returning  to  the  front  at  Petersbmg 
they  once  more  took  their  turn  "  in  being  in  line."  On  July  30  "  Burn- 
side's  Pete"  was  charged  and  the  fort  blown  up,  causing  a  "  horrihK' 
slaughter." 

The  following  winter  the  Fortieth  was  quartered  at  "  Chapiu's  Fai'ui "  on 
the  James  Kiver,  and  the  "boys'"  spent  some  quiet  months  there.  In  the 
spring  they  received  orders  to  take  transports  for  Fortress  jMouroe,  and  they 
went  on  to  Yorktown.  where  tiiey  "captured  a  train  of  ears  containing 
tobacco  and  cotton."  'Ihen  up  the  Potomac  under  the  agreeable  orders  to 
convey  a  little  excitement  into  one  of  the  enemy's  camps.  Accomplishin- 
this  they  returned  lo  Fortress  Monroe  and  later  went  to  White  House  Laiui- 
ip"'  with  transi)()rts  eonlaininii  rations  for  Sheridan's  cavalrv  "when  he  canu' 
around  Kiclimond."  Tlie  Fortieth  marched  with  him  to  Deep  Bottom  ant' 
from  there  went  to  the  old  camp  at  Cliapin's  Farm.     "  In  a  day  or  two  canio 
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that  grand  Mondiiy,  when  our  uicii  marched  into  Kichniond,  and  helped  to  put 
out  fires,  and  straighten  out  matters."  Tlic  Fortietli  was  occupied  in  that 
city,  remaining  until  it  started  for  liome.  The  members  were  mustered  out 
June  16,  18G5,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  of  hard  service  faitlifullv 
and  valiantly  perfoi-mod. 

There  is  uo  dillieulty  in  reading  much  between  the  lines  of  even  a  scanty 
report  like  the  above  ;  but,  find  Avhat  the  imagination  will,  or  add  fb  the  story 
as  we  may,  the  result  will  fall  far  short  of  the  truth  in  showing  the  amount 
of  labor  and  suffering  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  our  devoted  soldierb  in  this 
war  for  the  Union — a  lot  they  accepted  with  a  patieiiee,  a  cheerfulness,  a 
courage  unrivaled. 

Wheu  our  Attleborough  "boys"  of  the  Fortieth  readied  the  town,  the 
ladies  of  the  East  village  were  holding  a  festival.  With  what  i)leasurc  and 
pride  they  invited  Company  II  into  the  hall  and  how  generously  they  treated 
every  member  scarce  needs  to  be  told.  ^Vhatever  our. ladies  undertake  to  do 
is  well  done,  and  when  we  remember  what  this  joyful  occasion  was,  we  are 
sure  fair  hands  heaped  high  the  plates  of  refreshing  ice-cream  and  culled 
the  choicest  (lowers  for  those  blue-coated  veterans.  These  were  the  last 
decorations  the  old  uniforms  received,  and  to  some  we  are  sure  they  were 
dearer  far  than  sleeve-band  or  shoulder-strap,  for,  as  dainty  fingers  fastened 
those  nosegays  on  the  worn  and  faded  coats,  shy,  bright  eyes  and  smilinn  lips 
told  the  tale  of  othei-  victories  won  and  other  prizes  gained  than  those  of  the 
battlefield.  There  was  never  a  true  soldier,  least  of  all  an  Attleborou<di 
soldier,  who  Avonld  hesitate  in  his  decision  regarding  the  personal  value  of 
these  two  rewards.  Thus  the  story  of  Company  H  reaches  its  close.  The 
"  boys  "  are  exchanging  hearty  greetings  with  old  familiar  friends  in  the  old 
familiar  place,  one  sorrow  only  mingling  with  the  univei'sal  joy  —  the  thought 
that  many  who  went  forth  three  years  before  did  not  return  with  their  com- 
rades to  join  in  the  happy  congratulations  and  to  receive  the  gladsome 
"  AVelcome  home." 

Among  the  incidents  connected  with  tlie  war,  a  veteran  of  Company  I, 
'I'weuty-fourth  Kegiment,  relates  the  following,  lie  speaks  of  "a  series  of 
war-meetings,"  which  were  held  in  town  when  enthusia-sm  was  roused  to  the 
highest  pitch,  when  men  burned  to  show  their  love  for  their  cotnitrv  and 
threw  themselves  promptly  "into  the  breach."  At  a  meeting  "  lu-ld  at  the 
old  town  house  soon  after  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  John  DaL'gett, 
speaking  from  the  i)latf()rm,  said:  'Who  will  be  the  lirst  to  enlist?'  and 
John  Cole  responded."  We  cannot  l)e  i)roud  of  every  step  in  the  subsequent 
career  of  this  our  "  lirst  soldier,"  for  he  left  his  company,  and  many  monOis 
later  the  veteran  met  him  in  \iiginia  in  tiie  employ  of  the  govcrnniiMit,  l)ut 
as  a  wagoner,  not  a  soldier,  and  undei'  an  assumetl  name.  With  the  close 
of  the  war  .and  the  disbandment  of  the  army  came  the  governmental  pardon 
foi'  all  neglect  of  duty  ;  so  this   incident  may  safely  be  referred   to,  and  we 
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limy  hear  il  with  a  smile  as  wo  recall  the  iiolde  recoi'd  of  the  <ireal  iiiajoritv 
of  our  town's  '>  lioys  in  blue." 

Another  veti'ian  ri-ealls  tlu'  fiiendly  fee!iii<;  manifested  all  tiirou^h  the  eoii- 
lliet  by  both  "  the  bhu's  "  antl  "the  iii'ays."  He  says:  "There  never  wus 
ti  war  like  that  one.  When  lighting  was  over,  if  we  luul  taken  prisoners,  wc 
sat  down  and  ehalted  with  tiiem,  and  when  ration  time  came,  we  shared  oin 
nu>al  with  them,  and  it  was  so  on  ttu'  (;the)'  side  anmnu'  the  ordiiiiiry  soldier> 
if  they  had  any  rations  to  give  us."  Foes  to  the  death  at  the  word  of  coai- 
niand,  they  were  l)rothers  again  whi'ii  iiayonets  were  stack(,'(l. 

One  after  another  the  bitter  niemoi'ies  of  those   days   of  strife  arc    passinir 

away,  and   the   [leople   remendier  only   the  common    •'  land  (;f    the    fathers." 

The   magazines   and    pajK-rs   of    to-day    are    full    of    reminiscences    of    those 

times,  and   inteie.-»ting  relics   are  coming  to  ligiit,  some  of  which   have  been 

brouglit    to  our  town.      One    (;f   these    has    recently   been    retniiied    to    Major 

10.  S.  Ilorton  in  a  very  pleasant  manner.      Duiing  the  spring  of   1SC)4   while 

the  Fifty-eighth  Ivcgiir.ent —  the  Third  Veteran  —  were  in  cairip  at  Hcadville. 

JMajor  Ilorton,  then  the  cai)tain  of  Company  C,  was  presented  with  a  sword 

and  belt  by  his  men.     From  camp  tlie  regiment  went  to  join   the  .\rmy  of 

the   Potomac   at    I'.ristow    Station,    ct)mniencing    their   active   service    in   the 

"  Dattles  of  the  ^^'ilderness."     The  sword  iiad  been  loaned  to  Sergeant  Major 

Smith,  and   at   the   battle  of  Peeble's   Farm,  near  Petersburg,   he   was  killed 

while  be  was  wearing  it.     Captain  Ilcjrton  was  at  that  time  wearing  a  sword 

belonging"  to  the  enemy,  and  it  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  that  same 

battle  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner.      He  heard  nothing  further  of  the  sword 

until  Xovendjer,  188G,  when  a  letter  was  received  by  Commander  D.  P.  Pierce. 

of  John  A.  Andrew  Post  No.  lo,  of  Boston,   from   Surgeon  N.  IM.  Fereljce. 

U.   S.   Navy,  relating  to  it.     Commander  Pierce  wrote  to   Colonel  dohn  C 

AVhiton,    a    f(M'mer   commander   of  the   Fifty-eighth,    now   su|)erintendent   :»t 

Deer  Island,   and   tinough   him   the   fact  of   ^Nfajor  llorlon's   existence,   etc 

•was   made   known   to   Mr.   Fcrebee.     The   inscrii)tion   on    the   sword    reads: 

"Presented  to  Captain  V..  S.   Ilorton   by  the  members  of  Comjiany  C.  .'iStli 

Peg.  Mass.  Vol  "     Its  restoration   after  twenty-two  years   had   elapsed  add- 

a  thousandfold  to  its  value  and  to  its  inteiest  in  the  eyes  of  the  generation- 

to  come.     One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  entire  occurrence  is  tin 

letter  which  announced  its  return  :  — 

OxKOiii),  N.  C  Nov.  r.O.  IS-^'-- 
€oI.  E.  .S.  Ilorton,  Attl(:l)oro',  :M:i>s. 

J  tear  Sir:  I  send  hy  exjiress  to<l;iy  llu'  swonl  ninl  ln-lt  of  which  1  have  written.  I  n-'i'' 
that  1  am  unaliie  to  i;ivc  you  any  liistory  <»f  the  >woril.  .My  fatlier  wa>  tolonel  of  tiie  !'•' 
N.  C.  t'av.,  C.  .'^.  A.  1  liave  lieard  liini  .-ay  tliat  it,  the  swonl.  canic  into  liis  possesion  at  -"'"' 
lifrlit  near  the  cmiI  of  tlie  war.  'I'lie  sword  would  have  heen  returned  liclore  hut  lor  i"'> 
father's  bad  lieaitli.  He  died  durin;^  my  al>scnei-  in  China,  and  on  my  return  1  fonml  the  s\v<'i>' 
witlia  re(|ue>l  that  1  would  return  it.  It  ^'ives  nic  .>,'reat  plia>ure  to  do  so.  anil  should  I'' 
oeea-ion  ever  arise  your  sword  and  his  will  he  fouutl  side  hy  side,  with  the  points  toward-  il" 
common  enemii's  of  oin-  eonunon  coiMitry.     I'lea-e  notify  me  of  the  re<-eipt  of  the  sword. 

Very  truly  yom-, 

"  "n.  M.  ^Kl:l•.ll^•' 
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The  piiblicnlion  of  tin,'  ^Un-y  of  the  sword  led  to  ."Nfajor  Ildituii  beiim  iii:ul(> 
the  ivcii)ii'iil  of  imollicr  war  ii'lic.  This  is  :i  soUlici's  i-iip,  on  wliicli  are 
roughly  c:irvo<l  st-vernl  K'llers,  "-J  \.  ('.,"  ami  holow  lliese  two  others,  one 
"AV."  and  the  other  apparently  ••  I."  :Mr.  Ilorton  received  it  from  :\rr. 
Fred.  A.  Fry,  of  Frovitlenre,  witli  (he  following  letter:  — 

You  tun  ••L-iul  tlioi:ii|i  to  the  intrties  that  >t'iil  you  tho  sword.  As  near  as  T  can  nnifnilxr 
the  cup  was  .^iven  to  one  of  the  I'eiinsj  Ivariia  IJii.-ktail  lj(g.  l>y  one  of  ihu  Fourll)  N.  E.  ]{e,i,'. 
when  lie  was  dyinu'.  for  kindness  sliown  liini.  It  was  given  to  nie  l»y  the  I'enn.  soldier,  hi 
Fairfax-  Seminary  Hospital,  for  favors  1  had  shown  hinu  If  the  N.  C.  I'egi.  have  a  reli<-  room, 
it  may  go  to  tli.m,  if  not,  you  <Mn  keep  it  to  remc'inber  that  thi'  hatchet  has  Keen  Imried. 

The  two  grainiest  scenes  of  the  closing  of  tiie  war  were  witnessed  and 
participated  in  hy  some  of  the  Attleboroiigh  ••  Ixjys."  One  of  the  mtniibers 
of  Company  1,  Twenty-fourth  Kegiment,  has  most  graphically  described  the 
sights  he  witnessed  as  he  stood  one  day  on  the  Sijuare  in  Richmond  and  saw 
the  Army  of  the  Poton)ac  an<l  Sherman's  Arniy  pass  through  with  all  the 
accoutrements  and  parapliernalia  of  war.  Artillery  with  siiatlered  gun 
carriages  and  roughly  mended  harnesses;  infantry  with  lustreless  bayonets, 
torn  garments,  and  knapsacks  bursting  with  their  hurriedly  packed  contents; 
cavalry  witli  mud-splashed  uniforms  and  dirt-begrimed  horses  ;  blood-stained 
stretchers,  atnbulance  wagons,  supply  carts  with  cooking  utensils,  bummers 
loaded  with  the  varied  results  of  tlieir  raids,  and  the  "  motley  crew "  ever 
hanging  on  the  outskirts  of  an  army  —  all  passed  before  his  eyes,  as  they 
came  from  the  long  march  or  the  battlefield,  "showing  what  war  really  is." 
Carried  along  with  this  heterogeneous,  slow-moving  mass  were  the  bullet- 
riddled  flags  and  tattered  ensigns  that  told  of  bloody  lights  and  terrible 
death  struggles;  but,  borne  aloft  as  they  were  that  day,  they  told  too  of  the 
cessation  of  strife  and  announced  the  joyful  tidings  of  victory. 

A  few  days  later,  and  these  same  battalions  with  burnished  arms  and 
freshened  uniforms,  lacking  all  the  homely  necessities  of  camp  and  field, 
marched  proudly  and  jubilantly,  a  hundred  thousand  men,  through  the  streets 
of  Washington,  saluting  their  commanders  for  the  last  time  ere  they  put 
aside  the  duties  of  soldiers  and  dispersed  to  their  homes  to  assume  auain  the 
wonted  and  more  congenial  occupations  of  quiet  citizens. 

Wliat  we  have  been  able  to  relate  forms  only  "fugitive  sketches"  of  our 
military  work,  but,  unsatisfactory  as  both  the  sketches  and  the  town  records 
are,  taken  together  they  in-ove  even  to  a  superficial  reader  that  Attleborough, 
through  citizens  and  soldiers,  acted  well  her  part  in  the  War  of  the  Kcbellion. 

Our  record  during  the  Civil  AVar  may  be  placed  by  the  side  of  our  proud 
••ocord  of  the  Hcvolntionary  War  as  an  equally  worthy  one.  "We  are  justi- 
fied m  cherishing  and  expressing  feelings  of  pride  in  the  deeds  of  our  town 
fathers  in  both  the  former  and  the  latter  days,  and  we  shotdd  possess  the 
«leepest  sense  of  gratitude  to  them  for  tlu-  noble  services  they  iH'rformed  in 
'lie  pm-ehase  of  om-  twice  dearlv  bought  lilierties. 
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CHAPTER    Vlll, 


SOLDIKKS    OF    TIIK    CIVIL    WAK. 

THE  following  list  of  Attlcl)orougli  men  wlio  served  dni'ing  the  war,  with 
facts  of  a  certain  kind  vehiling  to  tliem  as  far  as  these  could  be  ascer- 
tained, is  taken  from  the  record  hclonging  to  Major  I'^verctt  S.  Morton.  Thi> 
record  was  pre[)ared  especially  for  him  at  the  cost  of  much  time  and  money 
and  is  doubtless  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  existence.  All  the  readers  of 
this  book  are  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  this  vaU]al)le  result  of  his  interest 
in  the  soldiers  of  our  town,  for  without  it  neither  the  author  nor  the  editor 
would  have  been  able  to  present  here  anything  like  a  correct  or  com])lete  list 
of  their  names  or  a  collection  of  facts  such  as  follow. 

SEVENTH    KEC.niKNT    MASSACHUSETTS    VOLUNTEEUS,    COMTAXV    I. 

John  F.  Ashley.    ^Mustered  into  sorviw  .rune  15,  ISO].    C';ipl:iin.    Kcsii^nod  Atiiriist  1.  ISi)!. 

Ali>i:n  II.  Am»i;<i.  ;>^ll^^lol•0(I  into  si  rvice  .lime  ]."),  1801.  Corpunil.  l)is<-li;irged  .Tune  "JT. 
1SG4,  iit  expiration  of  service. 

■     Hari.ax  r.  lU.iss.    ^fiistered  into  serviee  June   15,  1801.     l)i>eliarired  .Tunc  27,  18o4.  iil 
expiration  ol  service.     First  Seii,'eanl. 

AViLMAiVi  AV.  Bishop.  Clustered  into  service  .lune  1.3.  isOl.  Discliarj,'ed  Au^'ust  1.5,  ISGI. 
for  disability. 

Samuel  V.  Bliss.  :Mustered  into  service  .lunc  15,  ISOl.  Discharged  .June  27,  1SC4.  ai 
expiration  of  service. 

Joseph  F.  Blandixg.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Died  of  wounds  Septenilxr 
12, 1802. 

CiiAifLES  W.  Bragg.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Diseharged  June  27,  1SG4.  :>t 
expiration  of  service;. 

Joseph  U.  Buklingame.  ]\Iustcrctl  into  service  June  15,  18C1.  Musician.  Dischargctl 
June  27,  ISdt,  at  expiration  of  service. 

WiLLLV.M  F.  Caiipentkk.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Corporal.  Dischargcil 
June  27.  1804,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Albert  F.  Claelix.  rsiustered  into  service  .Fune  15.  1801.  Corporal.  Discharged  Jnnc 
27, 1804.  at  expiration  of  service. 

George  A.  Ciiui>tv.  Mustered  into  service  August  24.  1801.  Discliarged  Xovcnil>er  Hi- 
1SG3,  by  order  of  the  War  Oepartinent  to  enter  tlie  Navy. 

llEXRY  X.  Coiut.  .Mustered  into  service  June  15,  l^Ol.  Discliarged  June  27,  I8(i4,  at  expi- 
ration of  service. 

Henry  W.  Cole.  Mustered  into  service,  June  15,  1801.  Discliarged  October  15,  1802,  fr-'Hi 
disability  caused  by  a  wound  in  the  leg,  received  in  tlic  battle  of  Fair  0:iks.  Uecniisted  l-"«'>- 
niary  4,  1804,  in  Seventh  Khodc  Islanil  Cavalry,  Coinjiaiiy  F.  Discharged  Xovenilier  2'.t,  l"^'-'- 
Sergeant. 

John  Cole.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Deserted  October  10.  1SG2.  Knicred  the 
service  of  the  govcrnincDt  under  anotlicr  name.    SubMipnnily  recniistcd  in  the  navy. 
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WiLiJAM  A.  Coi.K.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Diseliui-fred  iMarcJi  4.  1803,  from 
dis:il)ility. 

Alkxan'DKU  Cokky.  :Mu.>-tered  into  service  ,I line  15,  lS(il.  Transferred  Febi  nary  15  1S64 
to  the  V.  1{.  C.i  ■       '         ' 

OsCAK  ]J.  C'LM.MiNGs.  Jlustered  into  service  June  15,  IStJl.  Diseliar-red  June  27.  1804.  at 
expiration  of  service.     Died  February  10,  ISCfJ.     Huried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

CiiAKi.KS  1$.  Dks  Ja1!I)I.n.s.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  foniniissioned  Second 
IJentcnant  July  15,  lS(il ;  First  Lieutenant  Seijtcniber  1,  ISOl. 

KmvAitn  N.  I^kan.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  In  1802  Ser<,'eant  Major;  Xovein- 
ber  1,  1802,  coinniis.-.ioneil  Second  Lieutenant;  Decendter  7, 1802,  First  Lieutenant.  Diseliarir-ed 
June  27,  1801.  at  exi.iralion  of  service.  Died  October  24.  1873.  IJuried  at  Woodlawii 
Cemetery. 

Jamks  :m.  Day.  .Clustered  into  service  June  15,  ISOl.  Wagoner.  Disdiar-ed  June  27, 
1864.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Bknjamin  F.  Daa-I'NI'OKI-.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discliar-ed  Auj,Mi.st  5, 
1801,  from  disaliiliiy. 

Ukxky  p.  DA\i:NM'oi:r.  JMustered  into  service  June  15,  1801,  Died  February  22.  1802.  at 
Camp  15ri<;lit\vood.  District  of  Columbia. 

Jamics  Day,  Jk.  :Mustcred  into  service  June  15, 1801.  Disdiari^ed  June  27,  1801,  at  expi- 
ration of  service. 

Daviu  S.  Dkan.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Service  expired  Marcli  20,  18G5, 
when  be  was  exclian.u'ed  piisoner  of  war. 

William  P.  Doxnell.  Mustered  into  service  June  15.  1801.  Discliar-cd  Fel^ruarv  17 
1S63.  from  disal)ility.  °  "        ' 

John  B.  Doiiax.  Mustered  into  service  June  15.  ISGl.  Discbar-ed  June  27,  1801,  at  exj)!- 
ration  of  service. 

ILvLSKY  W,  Di!Ari:i{.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  18G1.  Discliar-ed  Marcb  IS,  l8(i-', 
from  disability. 

J.OWKLL  A.  Dkakk.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discharged  September  Id  18G'> 
from  disability.  ' 

IlKXliY  G.  DuxRAJi.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Dischar:red  June  27.  1S04  a* 
expiration  of  service.  •     -     >  ■ 

William  E.  Duxham.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discharged  September  20, 
1S03,  from  disability. 

Nathaxikl  Emick.sox.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Dischargeil  June  27,  1804,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

William  W.  Fisiieu.  :\ruslercd  into  service  June  15, 1801.  Comnus>ioncd  First  Lieuten- 
ant.    Resigned  August  3,  18(;i . 

AxDincw  Fakkkll.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Discliarged  June  27,  1S04,  at 
exi)iration  of  service. 

Charlv.s  F.  Fis;nKK.  .Clustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Dischaiwd  June  27,  1804,  at 
expiration  of  service.'- 

K/i:a  a.  Flshki;.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Disebarued  Februarv  IS  180-' 
from  disability.  .        •         -< 

l-AWRKXci:  Flaxagan.    :Mustered  into  service  June  15,  isGI.     Deserted  Ai)ril  2!),  IsOl. 
GKOitoi:  II.  FOLLKTT.    Mustercd  into  .service  June  15,  1861.    Discliarged  June  27,  18(^4.  at 
expiration  of  service. 

llKxiiY  FitAWLEY.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 18G1.  Diseliar-ed  August  10, 1801  from 
disability. 

llKititKur  N.  FitKxcii.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discharged  June  -'7.  18(i4  at 
fxpiration  of  service. 

lsAA(;  F.  On.Ks.  Mustered  into  service  June  15.  18G1.  First  Sergeant.  Commissioned 
J>eeoiul  Lieut.nant  .May  8,  1803.    Discharged  June  27,  1804,  at  expiration  of  service. 

•  Veteran  licscrve  Corps.  -•  Died  at  Cheyenne.  Wyoming.  .May  lo,  Ksso.  IJurled  nt  Mount  Hope 
COnu'fcrv. 
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(ilLUKi.-T  A.  GoiK.  Mii>tci(d  into  si-ivico  June  lo,  1-t;i.  Disdiar-o-l  Aii-ust  5,  IWl,  iio„i 
disability. 

Fr.KDKiJicK  (iOTTSfiiALK.  MiKioicd  into  scrvicf  Jimo  \h,  ISfil.  Discliar-od  Api-il  21.  isi;;; 
from  disability.  ^  -  •    ■  >j. 

IIKNIJV  (ii.-AKF.  Mustcivd  into  Mivico  .liiiu!  1.-),  isr.l.  nis.-harwd  .Iiiiio  JT,  IS(!|,  :,t  cxpir-,. 
tioti  of  service.     Died  O.-tobur  2(J.  js,s|.     Hiii-i.MJ  in  tin;  soldiers'  lot  in  Woodlawn  (Vmetery. 

IIi:xi:y  Gickkin.     -Mnsiercd  into  service  .June  l;").  1,s<ji.     Deserted  April  27.  isci. 

Pi:ri:i!  .<.  CKicrix.    :Mu-^tered  into  service  .June  1.'),  IStil.     Deserted  Deeeinlier  II,  IKdS. 

Davii>  E.  IIol.max.  .Mustered  into  service  -June  I."),  ISM.  Commissioned '.Major  of 
Seventli  lie^inunt.  Kesi<,Micd  Angust  J,  IWil.  Die.)  December  10,  1.SS3.  I'.uried  in  Old  Kirk 
Yard. 

.loiiN  X.  llAi.L.  Mnstered  into  service  Jnne  l."),  ]S(J1.  First  Ser^'caiit.  Disehar-cd  .June 
27,  18(i4.  at  (\\itiratioii  of  ser\iee. 

AVILI.IAM  ]I.  llli.i,.  Mustered  into  service  .lune  lo,  ]8(;i.  Died  of  wounds  :May  7,  WW. 
Wilderness,  Virj^iiiia. 

IIKXKY  1>.  IIay\vai!D.  Musterc.l  into  service  .June  l.i,  mw.  Cori)oraI.  Disdiarqed  .June 
27,  J!<(t4.  at  exi>iration  of  si-rviee. 

Alfnifi:  C.  HaI-I,.  .Mustered  into  servi.-e  .lune  15,  ISIJI.  Discliar-ed  September  l.S,  ISfll, 
from  di-ability. 

AVir.l.AHi)  !■:.  llAi.i..     -Mu-tered  into  service  .lune  I.').  ISOI.     Deserted  November  3,  ls02. 

Gkoisgk  L.  Jii.i.sdN.  Mustered  into  service  ,)unc  J."),  IHCl.  Corjioial.  Dischar-ed  .luuc 
27,  18U4.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Joiix  Jack.    .Mustered  into  service  June  1."),  liSGl.    Deserted  June  ]8,  1S(;2. 

JoHX  E.  Jkwktt.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGI.  Discliar^'ed  June  27,  lSO-1.  at 
expiration  of  service. 

EuwAKi)  C.  KXAl'f.  Mustere.1  into  scirvice  .June  15,  ISOl.  .Meml)er  of  .Seventh  IJe-iment 
Band.    Discliarued  October  17,  is(il.  from  disMbility. 

AViLLiA.M  H.  KixG.SLEY.  .Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Discliar^'ed  June;  U.  1SC2. 
from  disability. 

Ai.KiiKi)  I.  Kkats.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discliari,'ed  June  27,  18r4.  at 
expiration  of  service. 

ExsiGX  E.  Ki'.Li.KY.  Clustered  iiito  service  June  15,  18G1.  Discharged  Octoiier  15,  1SG2. 
from  disability  from  a  wound. 

IlKKMAXX  G.  KiiAiii:.    Mustered  into  servict!  June  15,  lS<il.     Deserted  Dccenil>er  11.  1SG2. 

WA.'^iiiXGrox  U.  Lr.UKKio.  Mustered  into  service -fune  15,  1861.  Discharired  Auirust  22. 
1SG2.  .Mustered  into  service  Septemljcr  2.3,  18G2.  in  Company  C.  Forty-seventh  Regiment  3Ias- 
saehusetts  A^olunteers.  Discharged  September  1,  18G3,  at  exiiiration  of  service.  ."Subsequently 
died  and  was  buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yartl.    In  1SS5  his  l)ody  was  removed  to  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Bf.uxahi)  LouGtiLix.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Transferred  June  1,  isti:!. 
to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.  Died  at  North  Attleborough,  September  30,  1885.  Buried  at 
Plainville. 

EziiA  Lyox.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Discharged  .March  27,  18G3.  Cause, 
insanity. 

Joiix  F.  ^lAfKixsox.  ^fustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Member  of  Seventh  l{e-inient 
Band.    Discharged  August  11,  1802,  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

Jamks  Masox.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISGl.  Discharged  June  27,  18C4,  at  expira- 
tion of  service. 

JosKi'ii  Mc.Maxi's.  Clustered  into  service  .June  15,  Isoi.  Dis<;hargcd  June  27,  18<ll.  at 
expiration  of  ser\  ice. 

KOYAi,  W.  .Moii/rox.  Mustere.l  into  service  June  15,  isill.  Discharged  June  27,  1S<"4,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Ei>WAi{i>  Ni:i,s<jx.  Mu.stered  into  service  June  15,  18G1.  Discliarge<l  August  5,  18G1,  from 
disability. 

JOIIX  E.  I'AlGi:.  .Mustered  into  service  June  15,  I8GI.  Transferred  June  1,  18G3,  to  X'etcrau 
J?eserve  Corps. 

Joiix  D.  I'kacoi  k.  .Mustered  into  service  June  15,  isi.l.  Kille<I  May  0,  ISGl,  Wilder- 
ness, Va. 
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CHAHLKS  II.  A.  Pkkcv.    3Iiistfrc(l  into  service  June  15,  ISfil.    Descried  Octoltcr  10.  1S(J2. 

.Jamks  X.  I'r.KKV.  IMiistercd  inio  x-ivice  .Jiiiu-  !.">,  KSdl.  I)iseli:irii:e(l  .limiiiiry  "24,  isdl.  to 
rci'iilist. 

Wll.Ll.oi  ]ki;Mi,l\(ii:i;.  ^fiisterecl  into  <ervicc'  .luiie  15,  ls(il.  Died  April  -20.  isdli,  at 
Fnlmoulii,  ^'!l. 

Axi>r.i:\v  .).  IUciiaiids.  :Mu>teieil  into  service  .June  15,  18(!1.  Discliaru'-ed  dniy  20,  ]S02, 
from  di>:il)ilit\ . 

AViLMAM  A.  ]{l(iiAKi>s()N.  3lu>lered  into  service  .Iiinc  15,  1801.  Deserted  Sci)lein))cr 
l,18(i2. 

Bayj.Iss  15.  l.'KiiAiiDs.  ,AIiistered  into  s(!rvice  June  15,  18(!1.  Seri;e;n)t.  Died  at  David's 
Island.  N.  Y.,  0<-lol)er  4,  18(12. 

Gkokck  AV.  Kdlmns.  IMustered  into  service  June  15.  ls(Jl.  Cori>oral.  Di>cliar:;ed  June 
27,  18<U,  at  expiration  of  service.     Dieil  January  1!>,  1885.     IJuried  at  Attleborou-li. 

Stki'Hkn  Stam.ky.  .Alustered  into  service  June  15,  isiii.  Member  of  Seventh  IJei^inient 
Band.    Discliar;,'ed  Au^'ust  11,  18(12,  by  order  of  the  ^Vnr  Deparlnient. 

Dkxnis  Shannon'.  :Mustere<l  into  service  June  15,  18(!l.  Discharged  October  27,  18G2, 
from  disability. 

John  N.  Smi hi.  :Mu>tered  into  service  June  15,  IS'.il.  l)i-char;ie.l  October  !),  isii2.  front 
disability.     l)i(!d  June  10.  18^(;.     liuried  by  AVilliam  A.  Streeter  Post  .-d    Woodiawn  (.emetcMy. 

Ar.TKMA.s  W.  Stani.i;v.  :Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Died  October  7,  1802,  at 
Craney  Island,  N.  Y. 

Eiti-.x  L.  SYI.^•l■;sTKl:.  :Muslercd  into  service  June  15,  18(il.  Diseliar,:;ed  .S.'plend>er  13.  ISOl, 
from  disability. 

A«i:ajiam  15.  SAVEitY.  Clustered  into  service  June  15.  18(il.  First  Ser{,'eant.  Died  of 
wounds  Dcecudjcr  10,  Isc,;!,  at  Urandy  Station.  Ya.    IJuried  in  <Jld  Kirk  Yard. 

Cha);lks  W.  Sxkll.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Serj^eant.  Discharged  June  27, 
1SG4,  at  exiiiration  of  servieis 

Thomas  ('.  SwKKT.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISCd.  Sergeant.  Discharged  June  27, 
1SC4.  at  expiration  of  service. 

EmvAHi)  SiCKVY.  Muslereil  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Corporal.  Transferred  September 
17,  1803,  to'S^eteran  I'cservc  Corps. 

Frank  Staxm.y.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Musician.  Discharged  Julv  20, 
1SC2.  from  disability. 

Jamks  W.  Tiio:\ii>S()X.  Mustereil  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Quart.erm:i>ter  Sergeant  in 
ISOl;  eonimisvioned  Second  Lieutenant  December  7.  1802:  First  Lieutenant  June  11,  1803. 
Discharged  June  27,  18(i4.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Samui:l  Tiiomi'.sox.  :Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Corporal.  Discharged  June  27. 
18W,  at  expii-ation  of  service. 

CiiAUi.Es  F.  Tkiuuli,.  IMustered  into  service  June  15.  1801.  Died  of  wounds  Dcccndier  13, 
1802,  at  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Joiix  J.  TiiAYKi;.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discharged  December  29.  1803, 
from  disability  from  wounds. 

FiJAXK  IL  Tisi>am:.  :Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Discharged  June  27.  1804,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Jamks  B.  Tisualk.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  Died  of  wounds  3Iay  11,  1803,  at 
Washington.  D.  C. 

I'KKXTiss  .M.  WirrnxG.  IMu-tennl  into  service  June  15.  1801.  First  Sergeant,  Commis- 
sioned Second  Lieutenant  September  2.  1801 ;  Fir.>.|  Lieuten:int  July  21.1^02;  Captain  Novem- 
ber 22,  1S02.  Mortally  wounded  at  .Marvc's  Heights,  V:i..  3Iav  3,  1803.  Died  of  his  wounds 
May  4.  lsG3. 

\\  ILMAM  H.  W'ahk.  :Mustered  into  service  June  15.  1801.  First  Sergeant.  Comnn's-ioned 
Sceon.l  Lieutenant  October  25,  1S02;  First  Lieutenant  May  4,  18(;3.  Discharged  June  27, 
1n;4.  at  expiration  of  service. 

J<HIN  F.  Wii.KixsoN.  Mu>tired  into  service  June  15,  ist;].  Ai)pointed  Sergeant  .Major. 
Di-.-liarged  June  27.  i-<04,  at  expiration  of   service. 

nKMM:i!M)N  H.WaisoN.     .M u>lered  iuto  Service  Juue  15,  INJI.     Di>eharged  Xovwmber  10, 
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)8G3,  by  order  of  tilt- War  nepartineiil.    Eiitcrcil   the  X:iv\  and  served  at  Le.\iiii,noii  on   tlie 
Missis.sip])i. 

John  A.  Wiialkv.  Mustered  into  service  June  lij.  ],sui.  Di.seliarj,ad  October  7.  IMi.J,  from 
disability. 

llKNitY  ^\.  AViliiE.  Mu>tcrcd  into  service  June  ];">,  isGl.  Discharged  June  27,  ]s(j4.  .,t 
expiration  of  service. 

AMtKKT  G.  Wii.soN.  Mustered  into  service  Au;,aist  27.  ISCI.  Discbarircd  March  Is,  1,n(;3. 
from  di>al)i]ily.     Died  Oetol>cr  3,  INSC.     Burieil  at  Plainvill.-. 

Gkokgk  II.  Wiij.is.  :Mu>tcr(d  into  service  June  !.'>,  ISdl.  Died  July  s,  iNii,  at  Xorth 
Bridgewater,  ^lass. 

Forty-Seventh  KKGnirNT  :>rASSAciirsETis  Voi.l'.\tei:i;s,  ('omi-anv  C. 

Henhy  S.  Adams.  Mustered  into  service  Septenilter  23,  ]>s«2.  Corporal.  Di^charL'ed 
Scptenil)er  1,  1SG3.  at  exjjiration  of  service.  Died  Dceniber  10,  1S1)3.  Hnrieil  at  Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

Jamk.s  JI.  Ai.duicii.  Mu.-teicd  into  service  September  23,  1SG2.  Diseliarged  June  23, 1SG3. 
from  ili>ability.     Has  suhM'cjucntly  dieii. 

llKNitY  A.  I5i:icciiAKi>.  Clustered  into  service  .Sei>tcniher  23,  18G2.  First  Scriicant.  Di- 
chargod  September  1,  lS(io,  at  expiration  of  service,  liei'nli-tcd  February  4,  16G4.  in  fomjiany 
F,  Seventli  l^iiodc  Island  Cavalry.  Commissioned  Second  Lieutenant.  Jtesigned  Anifu.-t  IC. 
ISW.     Died  April  rj,  lSf<0.     liuried  at  Medway,  .Mass. 

Samiki,  (i.  Bassktt.  :Mustered  into  service  Sei>tembor  23,  1SG2.  Corporal.  Died  June  29. 
18G3,  at  Xew  Orlean>,  I.a. 

TifOMAS  Iio\vi:N.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  ISG2.  Discharged  Sejitember  ], 
18(>3.  !it  expiration  of  service. 

Davis  A.  15ui!CHai:i>.  Mustered  into  service  Septciliber  23,  1SC2.  Discharged  September 
1, 1803,  at  expiration  of  service. 

AVii.i.iAM  Caijnks.  IMustered  into  service  September  23,  1802.  Discharged  September  1. 
ISGo,  at  expiration  of  >ervice. 

AiiAH  W.  Chase.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1802.  Discharged  Scrplember  1. 
180;3,  at  expiration  of  service. i 

David  C'oi.i-ak.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  18G2.  Discharged  Se[.tember  1, 1S63. 
at  expiration  of  service.  :Mustered  into  service  February  2,  1SG4,  in  Company  C,  Fifty-eigLtli 
IJegiment  ]M:is>acliusetts  Volunteers.     Sul»e<iuently  killed. 

Fkank  W.  Coi.E.  Mustereil  into  service  Septeml)er  23,  1802.  Discharged  September  1, 
1803.  at  exuiration  of  service.  Mu-tered  into  service  February  20, 1801,  in  Company  C,  Fift>- 
eiglith  liegiment  :Ma>sachuselts  Volunteers.  Discharged  June  l!l,  isO.'i,  !)y  order  of  the  War 
Department.  First  enlistment  was  May  20,  1802.  in  Tenth  Uhodc  I>land  Light  Battery.  3Iu>- 
tered  out  of  service  August  30,  1802.     lieinlisted  in  Mas.-achn.-etts  Infantry  a>  above  >een. 

LoiiiNG  Coi.E.  Mu>tered  into  service  Septemlicr  23,  1NJ2.  Dischargetl  September  1,  1803. 
at  expiration  of  service. - 

Fkank  S.  Di:aI'EU.  Mustereil  into  service  September  23.  1S02.  Comniis>ionciI  First  Lieu- 
tenant. August  4.  1803,  Captain  Second  Louisiana  Native  Guards.  Died  August  15.  ISSO. 
Buried  in  Blount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Oicvii.i.K  I>.  Dahv.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  lsC2.  Discharged  .September  1. 
1803,  at  expiration  of  service. 

.    Benjamin  F.  Fvan.s.    Mustered  into  service  September  23,  18G2.     Discharged  Sei>tembcr 
1,  1803.  at  expiration  of  service.' 

TiSDAi.E  L.  FisHKK.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1802.  Discharged  Sei)temlHr  1. 
1803,  at  expiration  of  service.     Has  died  anil  is  buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

llKNiJY  FiiAWi  KY.  .Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1802.  Disdiargeil  September  1. 
]8C>3.  at  expiration  of  service.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1S04,  in  Company  C,  Fifty- 
eighth  Begimenl  .Massachusults  Volunteers.     Discharged  March  23.  ISO."),  from  disability. 


'  Pled  July,  Isi'^!.     Hiiiicilat  Mount  1  lope  Cemetery.        '  Died  February  IT,  Is'.ii.    Hurled  nl  ^Vooll- 
lawn.       '  Died  Keliruary  s,  \-'M.     Buried  In-  U.  A.  K.  I'ost,  Norili  Atllclnn«)uj,di. 
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John' H.  GODFKr.v.  Mii-tend  into  service  September  23,  1S(;2.  Serj^eaiil.  Dead.  Biiricil 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Samit-L  N.  (iOKK.  Miistereii  into  service  Scpleniber  23,  1SG2.  Discharged  September  1. 
1SG3,  :it  cxpiratii»n  of  si.Tvicc     Dead.     lUuied  at  Jloiint  Jloito  Cemetery. 

MiciiAKL  GoiJMAX.  .Mustered  into  service  .September  23.  1NG2.  Di>charj,'ed  September  1, 
1SG3,  at  expiration  of  service.  Itccniisteil  ia  Company  C,  Fifly-eiglitli  Ivcjxinient  Ma>jachu- 
setts  Volunteers.    Kiilctl  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  June,  \sM. 

Chaulks  (iouKDii'.K.  Mustereil  into  service  Scjitcmljer  23.  1nG2.  Disejiarged  September  1, 
18Co,  at  expiration  of  service. 

KixJAi:  AV.  Gfii,i».  Mustere<l  into  servi<;e  September  2.'>,  1NG2.  Disciiarged  September  1. 
18G3,  at  expiration  of  service. 

EvKUKTT  S.  IIoKTox.  Mustered  into  >crvicc  Septcml)cr  23.  18G2.  Connni.^sioned  Si'cond 
Lieutenant  and  Captain  Fel)ruary  2,1.SG3.  Diseliarged  September  1,  ls(i3,  at  expiration  of  M;rv- 
ice.  Kei^ulisted  Novcml)er  H.  l!sG3,  in  Company  C,  Fifty-eiglitli  JicL'iuieut  :\Ia<saei)usetts 
Volunteers.  CommiNsioned  Second  Lieulcnanl;  February  10,  18fi4,  Captain ;  August  8,  1.SG4. 
Major;  August  31,  ISGl.  bcH'ame  J^ieuteuaiit-Colonel.  Taken  i)risoner  near  I'eter^buru',  Va., 
September  30,  bSlil.  Confined  at  Salisbury,  Danville,  and  [.ii)by,  and  paroled  February  'Si, 
ISGo.     Discharged  .July  U,  ISO.'),  at  expiration  of  service  as  Major. 

Gkokgk  llAirrsiioiiN.  ^Mustered  into  service  September  23,  ISGJ.  Died  .July  l-i,  lS(i3,  at 
Xew  Orleaus,  La.     lUiried  near  ('am|)  I^arapet. 

Geokgk  II.  IlArriN.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1SG2.  Discharged  November  20, 
18G2,from  disability. 

GEOitGK  S.  IIoKTOX.  Clustered  into  service  September  23,  ]Si;2.  Discharged  Seiitumber  1, 
18G3,  at  expiration  of  service.     Died  March  2,  18s2.     liuried  in  Old  Ivirk  Yar<l. 

CHAi;t-KS  Jackso.x.  .Mustered  into  service  September  23,  18G2.  Dischargeil  September  1, 
1863.  at  expiration  of  service. 

GEOitfiK  15.  .lAtMvsox.  Jrusteretl  into  service  September  23.18G2.  Dischargeil  Seiitember  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  sorvice.     Dead.     Buried  at  Mount  Hope  <'emetery. 

Dkxteu  S.  JoiiDAX.  Mustered  into  sei-vice  September  23,  1SG2.  Dischaiged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service,     l^ead.    Iknied  in  Old  Ivirk  Yard. 

Jamks  Ki'.LI.ky.  Ji;.  Clustered  into  ser\ice  September  23,  18(>2.  Discharged  Scptendfer  1, 
1863.  at  exiiiration  of  service.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  ISdl,  in  Company  C,  Fifty- 
eighth  liCgiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Dischargeil  ]May  31,  lt;G."),  from  disability  cau.-ed 
by  a  wound  in  the  liand. 

Bartholo.mkw  \V.  Lm'i'uio.    See  Washington  B.  Llufrio.  Company  I.  Seventh  Itcgimenl. 

Gkougk  H.  Xoktox.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1SG2.  Discharged  Sei)tember  1, 
18G3,  at  expiration  of  service.  Clustered  into  service  February  2i).  1804,  in  Company  C.  Fifty- 
eighth  Ilegiment  Massachusetts  A'olunteers.     Died  .September  0,  ]s(;4,  at  Aiidcrsonviile,  Ga. 

"NVilliam  a.  Xyk.  Clustered  into  service  Sepleu)ber  23,  1802.  Discharged  September  1, 
18G3.  at  exi)iiation  of  service. 

NVii.LiAM  Ocoxxoi{.  ^Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1802.  Died  November  30,  1802. 
Buried  in  St.  Jlary's  Cemetery.  Falls  \'illage. 

EinvAiM)  D.  Taumkn'TKIJ.  Mustered  into  service  .September  23,  1802.  Discharged  Septem- 
ber 1,  18G3,  at  expiration  of  service. 

HouAiio  N.  I'i'.KKV.  Clustered  into  service  September  23,1802.  Discharged  September  1. 
18G3,  at  exjiiration  of  service. 

EucKxn  C.  I'livK.  rsiuslered  into  service  September  23,  18G2.  Discharged  September  I, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  ser\  ice. 

Gi:oi!(;k  II.  1Jkai>.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  18G2.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Lkmi'ki.  T.  Staukkv.  Mustered  into  service  .Sei;tember  23,  18G2.  Conunissioucd  Captain. 
Resigned  .January  27,  1S03,  at  New  Orleans,  I>a. 

TlioMA.s  (J,  SAXDf.Axn.  Mustered  into  si;rvice  September  23,  18G2.  Decemlter  6,  1802, 
iletailed  on  extra  duty  in  (Quartermaster  Department  in  Baidcs'  Kxijeditiou.  by  order  of  Bri-;a- 
dier-(;eneral  (i.  L.  Andrews.  Uejoincd  liis  company  August  18.  I8G3.  Diseiiarged  Septemlier 
1.  1863,  at  expiration  of  scr\  ice. 
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Einvi.N  Cr.  SiiKi'AKDsoN.  MiNttLTcd  iiilo  >-(r\  it:o  tsoptcinhcr  •_':'■.  l.s(j-2.  Dixliaii^cd  Si-ptcm- 
l)er  1,  isiy,  ;it  oxpiratioii  ul'  s.rvifi'.     Di'iul.     I'liricd  ;it  Mount  II()|k»  Ccniotory. 

JoilX  .1.  Sol.o.MoN.  3Iii.>liTfd  into  -rrvici'  .Si'iJtciiihcr  2.'!,  l.SOJ.  Dix'liai-i^'cd  Septi'inljer  1 
1803,  at  exi)iralioii  of  sorvico. 

Ajios  C.  Stanton.  >Iu>ti-n'd  into  scrvicr  S('iit(  inhiT2;i.l8liJ.  I)i>cliiiiL,'t.'d  at  New  Orloaii-, 
La.,  in  AugiiNt,  1803,  from  di>al)ility. 

Wll-I.IAM  N.  Stonk.  Mn-tori'd  into  service  .SepttMubcr  So.  )S(i-i.  Dix'iiarired  Soiilcnilicr  1 
ISG?,  at  expiration  of  scrxicc. 

EriMiAlM  II.  'I'.vri'AN.  .Mii-tered  into  Mrvico  SeiJifinher  iW,  ISUi'.  Disciiargcd  Seiitenilar 
1,  ISli:?,  at  exjiiration  of  .ser\  ice.  . 

lIoscoK  L.  Tl(ivlJ{.  ,Mnstered  into  service  .Se)ilenil)or 'J.",  ]si;2.  l)i-,cl)ar^cd  Septeinln-r  1. 
1803,  at  expiration  of  service.    i)ea<i.    JUiricd  in  old  K'irk  Yard. 

LoKKNZo  J.  'riiAVKK.  :Mnsiered  into  service  .September  'i:!,  isoi.  Did  at  Clevelaiul,  Ohio. 
Aiit^nsl  10,  ISO:?.  His  body  was  sent  borne  at  llic  expense  of  INIr.  and  3Irs.  I'cter  'i'liacher,  ol 
tbat  eity,  tbe  former  a  native  of  lliis  town.  lUiried  in  tbc  cemetery  in  ]{ebobutli,  near  tbe 
eJuircb  at  l^rigj;>vi!l(\ 

AfcifSTiis  D.  Vaukan.    Mustered  into  service  September  23,  ]S()2.     Dead. 

FiFTY-KiGirni  IMXMMKNT  ?Ia.s;saciil'si:tts  VOU'.NTKKr.S. 

CO.MIANY    (.:. 

Sankokd  ]?.  Al>A.Ms.  Clustered  into  service  February  20.  ISfil.  Discbari^ed  July  H,  ISO.J. 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Clll!i.ST<))Mir,i;  I'.Ai.i.OiF.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  ISOI.  Died  May  10,  1S(J4,  at 
AVasbin-ton,  D.  C. 

CiiAi!i.i;s  II.  HiioniKKTON.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  ISOI.  Missing' September 
30,  1804. 

Jamks  a.  Haf-Lou.  Clustered  into  service  February  20,  ISOI.  Musician.  Di-cbarncd  July 
14,  ISC"),  at  expiration  of  service.  , 

Davio  Coi.i.AK.     See  Forty"ev(;nth  l{e,'iment. 

Frank  W.  Coi.k.    See  Forty-seventli  I{ei,'iment. 

Ei.MAii  T.  Cai.lan.  Musten'd  into  service  February  20,  1804.  Disebarj^'ed  July  U,  ISO-'), 
at  expiration  of  service. 

IICGii  C'AKNKY.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1S04.  Discharged  Au.i,'Ust  10,  IStVj. 
from  di*al>ility. 

Mai:.siiall  J.  CitAKrKK.  .Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1804.  Discharj,'ed  July  U. 
ISO."),  at  expiration  of  service. 

"Wii.i.iA.M  CiiAi'MAN.  Clustered  into  service  February  20,  18CI.  Dis<'harged  July  14.  1>'^''- 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Aluiokt  f'uKi'TN.  Mu.-tered  into  service  February  20,  1S04.  Discbari^ed  July  14,  ISO"),  at 
expiration  of  service.     Dead. 

John  (i.  Conly.  3Iusterc(l  into  service  February  20,  1S04.  Di.scliar;,'ed  July  14,  ISGJ.  :il 
expiration  of  service. 

jKri-itKY  G.  Davis.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  ISW.  .Seri,'eant.  Died  February 
25,  lSOr>,  prisoner  of  war  at  Danville,  Ya. 

Anoi.i'H  Dk  Coltki;.    Mustend  into  service  Fel)ruary  20,  ISO).     Deserted  April  2!»,  l^^OI. 

llKNUY  FiiAWi.EY.    Set!  Forty-scventb  Keuiment. 

^MiciiAKi.  (JoKMAN.    Sec  Forty-scvcntli  JN;;iment. 

l-K.ML'KL  Gay.  .Mu>tered  into  Nerviee  February  20.  lS(i4.  Dischari,'ed  May  2."»,  180.1. by  onUr 
of  the  War  De|>arlmcnt.  Prisoner  of  war,  contined  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.\  i)aroled  and  retiirncil 
liome,  and  partially  re^'ained  bis  health.  He  wn»  iiuidon-bearer.  When  captured,  secreli'd  hi* 
flni,'  and  biouicbt  it  home.  This  ila;;  is  now  in  possession  of  William  \.  Streeti-r  I'ost.  II"'.  ''■ 
A.  Ji.     ^ir.  (iay  ilied  May  0,  ISTT,  and  was  burieil  at  Wooillawn  (jemetery. 

I'ETKlt  GoitMLKY.  .Muslcred  into  service  February  20,  ISOI.  Killed  .luly  .30.  1S0J,  at  Peter- 
l>urj,'.  Na. 

llr.Nnv  C.  (Jkoss.  .Mustered  into  service  February  20,  l!iC4.  Diseliarire.!  ,May  22,  l"^<l.'»- ''>' 
order  of  the  M'ar  Department, 
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EVKHKTT  .<.  lIoiiTON.    Scc  Foity-scvc'iitli  Ilpnimciit. 

Oi.u:m:s  llACKKiT.     Mii>tcred  into  Mir\  i.'C  FcbiiKiry  'JO.  isut.    'I'lim^lurrcl  .M;uvli  15.  IsT.r.. 

to  Veteran  Upsltvc  C'orp'^- 

IVvTiiicK  II0IJ-AM>.  MiistcTCil  into  scTviic  Kobniiu-y  .'0.  ISGl.  Dis.liar-oil  July  11.  iso.i,  at 
expiration  of  soi-vit'c. 

WKfXOMK  A.  Ikons.  >Iti>toroa  into  sorvicc  Fcliriiary  -.'O,  ISOl.  Discliar-cil  June  2(;.  ISO.., 
1)V  ortler  of  tlic  War  l)c|>artnient. 

'cii^KLVs  H.  Johnson.  Mn>toro(l  into  sorvicL-  Fi-l)niary  10,  ISli^.  Srcoii.l  Licntcnant. 
ronin.issionoJ  Fir>t  Lieutenant,  .Mareli  S.  18(U;  Captain,  Au-ust  8,  mi.  :Ma.le  i.ri>oner  of 
warSepteniber  .".O,  ISfil.  Died  of  wouiuls  Oetol.cr  27.  ISO-f.  at  l•cter^i)^r-,  Va.  r.uricil  m  a 
selioollionso  vanl  in  tliat  city. 

DvMKL  1>".  JoilN.si.N.  Mustere.l  into  service  Fel.rnary  20.  isdl.  Ser-eant.  CoininivMone.l 
Secoiul  Lieutenant,  Au.-nst  y,  iNil;  First  Lieuimanl,  Nuveml.er  1.  ISdl.  Diseharir.d  -Fuly  U, 
18G.).  at  expiration  of  service. 

Jamk.S  Kki.LKY,  Jk.     ."^ee  Forty-seventh  l{e.i;inient. 

Turm:u  Kknnki.y.  Mustc'rcl  into  service  February  20.  1804.  Discharged —absent 
woiuuk'd  — July  14,  lS(;."i,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Otjs  IL  KNAP)'.     Mustered  into  service  Fel)i  nary  20,  IWil.     Dead. 

Jamks  1}.  Knioiit.  Mustered  into  service  February  20.  lSi;4.  Di>char-cd  July  14.  isr,:,,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

BiCNMAMlX  Lr.wis.     .Mustered  into  service  February  20.  ISGL     Di^-liar-ed  July  14.  isco,  at 

expiration  of  service. 

GnoiiGi-:  IL  NoirroN.    .Sec  Fortv-sevenlb  Itc.-inienl. 

CJ1AU1.KS  NiF.Ks.  ]Mu>tered  into  service  February  20,  ISCL  Discharged  July  14.  IsC,').  at 
expiration  of  .service,  prisoner. 

Gkoiigk  O.  Pkcic.  Mustenid  into  service  February  2i),  l.s'M.  First  J^crgeant.  Discharged 
June  3.  1S(S,  bv  order  of  the  War  Departnicnl. 

G>X)i:gk  R.  Vtkuck.  :Mustered  into  service  February  20.  I:s(i4.  Discharged  July  M.  IHJo, 
at  expiralic  11  of  servii^e. 

Gk..i:gk  Smith.    Mustered  into  service  February  20,  isdL    Discharged  July  14,  isto,  at 

exjiiration  of  service. 
Geoi:gk  Torirn-.u.orn:.    Mustered  into  .service  February  20.  INH.    Discharged  July  14, 

18(>5.  at  exi>iration  of  service. 

IIOHAcr.  X.  AVuiTNKY.  Mustcrcd  into  service  February  20.  isi-i.  Corporal.  Di>charged 
Julv  14.  isiio,  at  expiration  of  service. 

HKinsEKT  E.  Wiiil'i'i.i:.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  iNVi.  Di>eharged  May  22, 
lt<ti>.  bv  order  of  the  War  Department. 

IlF.NKY  WiLMA.Ms.     Mustcicd  iuto  scrvicc  February  20,  ISGI.    Deserted  in  ^rareh,  lsG4. 

Company  D. 
Dkaxe  XiCKKiisox.    Mustered    into   servi.e    March   1.  1SG4.     Died    prisoner    of    war  at 
Danville,  \'a.,  Jtuiuary  23,  iMi."). 

COMI'ANY   E. 

KonKHT  ILm.l.    Mustered  into  service  TMarch   1.  1^04.     Discharged-as  absent -July   14. 
1SG5.  at  expiration  of  service.    Lost  a  leg  at  the  baltK-  of  Cold  Harbor.  Va.     Dead. 
Jamks  Y.  Wii.i.ia.ms.    Mustered  into  service  March  1.  InGL    Deserted  April  1,  lsG4. 

Company  G. 

Asa  Am.hich.  Mustered  into  service  March  2ii.  lsG4.  Died  June  2G,  lsC4.  at  City 
Point.  Va. 

Wii.i.iAM  A.  IlATTis.  Mustered  into  servi.e  .Alarch  2G.  1SG4.  Discharged  June  IG.  INx., 
bv  order  of  the  War  Department.     Dead. 

Chaklks  IIoyi.k.  Mustered  into  service  .Manh  2G.  18GL  Transferrcl  February  21.  l^Go. 
to  Veteran  lIc>erveCori)s. 

EiHiAH  A.  MousK.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  L'<G4.  Mu.siciun.  Discharged  July 
U,  iMi.'),  at  expiration  of  (icr\  ice. 
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John  II.  Pi.ack.  Musteicl  into  .service  April  JO,  1SG4.  Discliar^'Cil  — absent  sick  — Julv 
14,  ISG"),  at  o.vpiratioii  of  service. 

Company  II. 

Gkoiigk  W.  Kli.is.  Miisteretl  into  service  April  JS,  1S(J4.  Discharged  July  14,  ]SG5,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Amos  W .  FAUN'-swourn.  jrustered  into  service  April  18,  isGt.  M'oundcl  in  the  eye<  at 
Petersburg,  Va.  Placed  in  ]ios|)iial  at  Wa>liinglun,  D.  C.  Discliarged  May  IS,  1SC5,  byordcr 
of  the  War  Deiiarlnient. 

Charles  E.  Fauuau.  Mustered  into  service  April  28,  1S(J1.  Died  ^lareli  \i,  l8Co.  at 
Danville,  Va. 

COMI'ANV   1. 

John  P.AitKKU.  Mustered  into  service  :May  ]3,  ISCI.  Died  of  wounds  at  Pctersl)urg,  Va. 
June  2(,  ]S(i4. 

Company  K. 
Ali.KX  L.  Pottkh.     Clustered  into  service  May  3,  1SG4.     Deserted  .Tune  2.'),  18G."j. 

FouTir.rii  Ukoimknt  MAssACiiusr.rrs  Voluntkkrs. 
Company  II. 

CllAiti.ivS  IT.  IJRIGGS.  Mustered  into  service  Seplcnil)er  1, 18G2.  Cori)oral.  Conuui>siouetl 
Second  Lieutenant  August  2G,  isGG;  First  Lieutenant  .lune  4,  1804:  Captain  February  18,  ISGo. 
Discliai'ged  .JunelG,  18(>."),  at  expiration  of  service. 

EvEiiKiT  35.  Buss.  Mustered  into  service  Se)>teniborl,]8G2.  Coriioral.  Di>cliarged  June 
10, 18(1."),  at  expiration  of  service. 

Alukiit  F.  IJkigos.  :MustcretI  into  service  September  I,  JS(;2.  Wagoner.  Discharged 
Scptcndxr  22,  ISG8,  from  disability. 

Geokok  W.  Hai.com.  Mustered  into  service  Septeml)er  1, 18G2.  Transferred  Sei)tenihcrl, 
1S63,  to  A'eteran  Kescrve  Cor|)s. 

Pekuy  a.  Bai.lou.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  18G2.  Discliargcd  ^lay  2G,  18G.j. 
by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

JULilTS  II.  lU.AKK.  Mustered  into  service  Sciitember  1,  18G2.  Discharged  February  23. 
1803,  from  disability. 

AViJ.i.lAM  A.  IJP.ADFOIID.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  ls(i2.  Tran>;fcrred  December 
15, 1804,  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.    Dead.    Buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

John  D.  Pum.ock.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Di.-charged  June  IG.  Im;'), 
at  expiration  of  service.     Dead.    Buried  at  Attleborough. 

LuiiAD  11.  CiiADWicK.  Mustered  into  service  Sei)tcinber  1,]S(;2.  First  Sergeant.  Made 
Second  Lieutenant  May  29.  18G5.  Discliargcd  June  1(!,  1805,  at  expiration  of  service  a<  Fir-t 
Sergeant. 

Fkank  E.  Capuon.  ^Mastered  into  service  Scptendjer  1,  1802.  Discharged  June  21.  l^O.i. 
from  disability  caused  by  a  wound  in  the  knee. 

John  C.  Cum.min(;s.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Corporal.  Prisoner  of 
war  at  Andersonvillc  and  Florence.    Discharged  June  10,  18G3,  at  expiration  of  service. 

EmviN  L.  CitANDAi.i,.  .Mustered  into  service  Se|)tembcr  1,  1802.  Corimral.  Discharged 
July  10,  1804,  from,  disability.  Died  March  12,  issT,  at  Pasadena,  Cal.  Buried  in  Attic- 
borough. 

CirAUi.r-^  E.  ("LAPP.  Mu-tered  into  service  September  1,  l.S<j2.  Died  December.").  1SG3,  at 
Folly  Island.  S.  C. 

James  Dkvine.  ^Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  January  27.  H03. 
from  disability.' 

FitANiis  DoKAN.  Mustered  into  servii;e  September  1,  1S02.  Discharged  June  0,  IsG;}.  by 
order  of  Ihi'  War  Department. 

Joseph  Kixiau.  Mu>lered  into  .-crvice  .September  1,  1S(;2.  Transferred  August  1,  l"^*'-'- 
to  Veteran  Koerve  Corps. 


>  Dead.    IJurleil  at  South  Altlel)ori)uj,'h. 
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CliARi.KS  L.  Fui.T.Ki:.  Mustereil  into  service  Septonilier  1,  1SC2.  Serjeant.  Discharged 
June  10,  ISO'),  al  expiration  of  service. 

JaCOH  Goivn.KK.  Mustcrcil  into  service  Soi)tcnil)cr  1,  1SC2.  Discliarged  June  10,  1SG5,  at 
c\))iratioi)  of  scTvi<-e. 

Edwin  J.  IIokton.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1.SG2.  Serjeant.  Detailed  in  Coiu- 
missarj'  Dciiarlnient.  Disdiaru'cd  .June  ]G.  isoij,  at  expiration  of  service.  I^ost  on  steamer 
Narrnj^anseti,  June,  IssO.     lUiried  at  AVoodiawn  <,'cnietery. 

RoiiKKT  K.  JIakims.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1SG2.  Disebar{,'ed  June  10,  1805, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

AiJjr.iiT  \V.  ir.vrTlN.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  18G'2.  Discliarjjcd  December  6, 
1SG2,  from  disaldlity.     Dead.     Hnried  in  St.  Mary's  Cenietrry. 

IlENHY  W.  lIonfiKs.  Mustered  into  service  Septenil)er  1,  1SG2.  Diseliarged  June  7,  18Go, 
from  disability. 

Lloyo  T5.  IIodoks.  Mustered  into  service  Septejnber  1,  1SG2.  Dischari^ed  June  9,  180.5, 
by  order  of  tbe  A\'ar  Department. 

Georok  W.  lIoiiTON.  3Iu-;tered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  June  20, 1805, 
by  order  of  tiie  War  Deiiartment.     Prisoner  of  war  at  Florence. 

Isaac;  N.  Johnson.  ^Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  May  IS,  1805,  by 
order  of  the  War  Department. 

IIOMEU  Mktcalk.  ^Vfustcrcd  into  service  September  1,  1S02.  First  Serj^eant.  Died  al  Xew 
York  January  22.  1804. 

Samlt.l  a.  Xkwco.mu.  iMustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Died  at  Folly  Island, 
S,  C,  November  30,  180:?. 

Nicholas  Xkhney.  Clustered  into  service  September  1,1802.  Transl'orrcd  September  1, 
1863,  to  Veteran  Itoserve  Corps.     Di-cliarireil  June  30,  1805. 

■\VKSNr.K  I'AUK.  ^Mustered  into  service  Auj,'ust  15,  1802.  Commissioned  First  Lieutenant; 
Captain  June  2,  1803.     Discliari,'ed  June  10,  1805.  at  expiration  of  service. 

EuwiN  U.r.i INK.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Sergeant.  Discharged  July 
15,  ISGl.  from  disability.     Died  at  Pawtucket,  It.  I. 

Hk.xhy  M.  Pauk.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Corporal.  Died  of  wounds  at 
Bermuda  Hundred  June  0.  1804. 

Lesikk  a.  I'kukins.  Clustered  into  service  September  1, 1802.  Killed  June  3,  1804,  at  Cold 
Harbor,  \'a. 

Eugene  11.  KiciiAitDS.  :Mustered  into  service  August  15.  1802.  ComniisNiuned  Second 
Lieutenant.  Made  First  Lieutenant  June  2.  1803.  liesigned  as  Second  Lieutenant  Jidy  5, 
1SG3. 

Edgak  a.  Kiciiakd.son.  Mustered  into  service  September  1.  1802.  DIscharired  June  24, 
18G5,  by  order  of  the  War  Department.    Dead.    lUiricil  at  3Iount  Hope  Cemclerv. 

AViLLiAM  II.  l?oGEi;.s.  Mustereil  into  service  September  1.  1802.  Discharged  June  IG,  1805, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Gei;siiom  J:.  Hot:Ni>s.  Mustered  into  service  Septcml>er  1, 1802.  Discharged  September  10, 
IS&t,  from  disability. 

William  II.  Smith.  Musterecl  into  service  Sei)tember  1,1802.  Discharged  June  13,1805, 
by  order  of  War  Department.     Wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1804. 

John  F.  SriiEETEU.  Mu-tered  into  >ervice  September  1,  18C2.  Commissioned  First  Lieu- 
tenant December  1,  1804.  Discharged  .June  10,  1N05,  at  expiration  of  service  as  Brevet- 
Captain. 

llENiiY  A.  SniEETEi:.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,1802.  .Sergeant.  Commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  Septt  inber  7.  1804.     Discharged  June  10,  1n05,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Joii  15.  Saveky.    :MusteiTd  into  service  September  1,  1SG2.     Sergeant.     Discharge.l  June  10. 
1805,  at  expiration  of  service.     Did  October  3,  1S80.     P.uried  by  William  .V.  Streeter  Post  at 
Woodlawn  Cemetery. 
John  Slateu.    ,AIu>tered  into  service  Sei>tcmber  1,1802.    Corporal.     Discharged  June  10. 

18C5,  at  expiration  of  servict;. 
James  Siiour.    Clustered  into  sersice  Sepiendier  1,  ]S02.    Discharged  June  10, 18ii5,  at  exjii- 

ration  of  service.     Woumled  in  the  band  at  (old  Harbor.  Va.,  June  3,  I.S03. 
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Gli)Ki>.N  C.  Si.Ai>i:.  3Iii-tenil  inlo  scrvici;  .laiiuary  12,  isci.  Killfd  May  liO,  1W4,  at  I'.ti- 
iniula  Iliiiitlrid,  \\\. 

Wli.i.Ai:i>  10.  Si.ADi;.  3Iii>U-roi.l  into  M;rvi(x-  Sei)tciiil)i;r  I.  ISUJ.  Ui>cliar:,'(:il  June  1(1.  isi;:, 
at  expiration  of  >L'i'\icc. 

Ghanvim.I".  S.  Smi  I II.  .^[uvt,  red  into  M-rvirc  Si'i.tenihcr  1,  ]so-J.  Di<cliar:,'<-il  June  10.  ].>,(;.■,, 
at  expiration  of  .-('r\  iic. 

Augustus  A.Staukkv.  Mii<tort'd  into  service  ."^i.'jtleniUi'r  1,  iso^.  Di^cliari^cd  .Jmie  Hi, 
186.'),  at  expiration  of  servici;.     (By  onier  of  War  Department. )i 

Ajuatiiak  JI.  TilAYKK.  31u>tered  into  . service  Septcniltcr  1,  IstL'.  Died  of  wounds  June 
8,  li>G4.  at  Chesapeake  lli.>pital. 

Ain.iAii  T,  Mai.ks.  Mustered  into  service  Seiit(;nil)er  1.  Isdii.  'I'ransferred  Deceniijcr -.'l. 
lSti2,  to  Second  Cavalry.  J)elailed  as  farrier.  Discliarf,'ed  at  Ciond>  Mills,  \"a.,  June  I'i!,  ISOO. 
at  expiration  of  service. 

El, Lion  M.  Wai.i.ack.  :\Iiistered  into  .-ervicc  Septenilxr  1.  1m;-.'.  'J'ransferred  April  10. 
1SG4,  to  Veteran  Ke.-erve  Corjjs.     Dead.     Buried  at  Woodiawn  Cenh^tery. 

CHAKl.ns  II.  WkavkI!.  IMiistered  into  service  Seplemlicr  1,  ISiii'.  Di.-cliar^'ed  Augii-t  IS, 
ISOo,  from  disaliility. 

Otis  Wiirn:.  Clustered  into  service  Septcmlier  1,  lSU:i.  Transferred  I\Iay  31,  1864,  to 
Veteran  Iteserve  Cori)^.     Discliarizcd.- 

SlI.AS  J.  WiliTN'KY.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  \^V>1.  Dischar^'ed  January  l!7, 
1SG3,  from  disahiiity. 

CllAKl.Ks  F.  Wli.t.lAMS.  :Mustei(d  into  >ervice  .>eptendier  1.  lS(i2.  Diseliar:red  .June  6. 
ISCiT),  liy  ortler  of  the  A\ar  1  >epaitmenl. 

John  O.  Wii.makth.  :\luslercd  into  servj.-c  Scptemlicr  1,  IStVi.  Died  :Mav  2.T.  1SG4,  at 
Chesapeake  Hospital.     Wounded  at  ]?crniuda  Hundred,  May  20.     Jiuried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

TWKNTY-SIXTII     liKOniKNT     MaSSACII  LSKTTS     V(  H.UNTKKIIS. 
COMI'ANV    C. 

FAltANDfS  BniKTl's.  Mu'tered  into  service  January  1,  1S04.  Di.-char-eil  ."May  oO.  ISG."),  by 
order  of  the  War  Department.  [Heenlisted  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  the  credit  of  Attlc- 
borou<;li.] 

llKNiiY  A.  Blackixtox.  Mu>tered  into  service  September  -JS,  1!>G4.  Discharged  Novem- 
ber 7,  18G4,  at  expiration  of  service. 

John  IJi-.own.  Mustered  into  service  January  l,  1.SG4.  Deserted  July  »,  ISW.  [Uecidisted 
from  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  tlie  credit  of  Attleboroni^h.] 

Geougk  "W.  Bi'iiT.  Mustered  into  service  ISIay  G,  IbGl.  Discharged  August  -M,  1805,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

KUKUS  W.  CowDix.  Mustered  into  service  January  1,1SG4.  Corporal.  Discharged  Aiigu-t 
26,  1SG.'>,  at  expiration  of  service,  [ileiidisted  from  Pawtuekel,  K.  L,  to  the  credit  of 
Attleborough]. 

AVii. 1,1AM  H.  CuwniN.  Mu-stered  into  service  January  1.  1S04.  Corporal.  r>i-.charge«! 
August  •_'(),  ISGo,  at  expiration  of  service.     (From  I'awtucket.) 

Wai.ti:k  F.  Cady.  ^fustcred  into  service  Sei)teml)er  'is.  1804.  Di.-charged  October  17.  IMi*. 
from  disability. 

Fkaxc'IS  CONLIN.  Mit.-tered  into  service  Jaimary  1.  Is04.  Di.-eliarged  August  -JO,  lsO'>.  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Gr.OitiiK  "W.  CoWDiN.  -Mustered  into  service  Jamiary  1,  IsCl,  Killed  Septend;er  19.  l>'iL 
at  Winchester,  Va.     (From  I'awtucket.) 

STKriiKX  A.  FKitGf.st>N.  Mu.stcred  into  service  October  4.  ISGI.  Died  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
June  8,  ls(VJ. 

GkoiuiK  W.  Gii.ks.  Mustered  into  service  October  4.  IsGl.  Discliarged  November  7,  ls*">'''. 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Tiit)MAS  J.  Hood.  Mustered  into  service  January  1,  ls04.  KilK'd  October  19,  1804,  at  Cedar 
Creek.  Va.     [He  reenlisted  in  rawtucket  to  the  credit  of  Attleborough.] 


>  Died  February  11,  IS'J4.    IJurlcd  hi  Old  Kirk  Yard.    '  Died  Autcust  10,  IS90.    IJurlcd  at  Woodl.-*""- 
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Josi:rn  S.  IIi'xt.    ]\riistcn:.l  into  service  Octoljcr  4,  1,SGI.    Tr:iii.sfi;nc'd  Deci-nibcr  '_'_'.  ]nC3 
to  Siiriial  Cor|>s.  "'         ' 

Ai.vix  T.  JosMN.    ]Miislpritl  into  service  Odoher  4.  ls(il.     Disclnir^'ed  November  7,  IsCl,  :it. 
expiration  of  .■service. 

jA^tKS  Kki;\an.     .Mustered  into  .serviec  Fel.ruary  I,  IsO).     I)iseliar;,'ed   Aii^aisl  -JG.  IsO.")    at 
expiration  of  service.     [Hecnlisled  from  I'awtiickcl,  K.  I.] 

.loiix  McGrii:i:.     Mustered  into  service  January   1,  isci.     Djseliar-ed  ,]w\k'.  li),  ] ML",,  from 
disability.     [IJecnlisted  from  New  Orleans,  l.a.] 

Thomas  .AIcJvdnn a.  Mustered  into  service  Mar.li  -Jl.  isci.  J)isi:liar-ed  Aui;u>t  :J(i,  ls(i5 
at  expiration  of  service.     [Kei'iilisted  from  rawliicket,  I,'.  [.] 

Bak.nky  :Mc'rA(iUi:.  Mustijre.l  into  service  .laniiary  1,  isdl.  I)isel);i|-L;cd  June  -.'s,  l,s(;0 
from  disability,     [ilei-nlistcd  from  I'awtuckei.  U.  I.]  -  <     '      > 

Jamks  O.  Smith.  IMusteri'd  into  service  January  I,  1st; I.  Di.-eliar.Lred  Am^'ust  2fi  IMI.")  at 
expiration  of  service.     [Ke/'nlisted  from  I'awtueket.  K.  I.] 

Thomas  S\Vi"rr,A.\i>.  .Clustered  into  ser\ice  .March  i',';.  isiit.  Diseliari,'ed  August  2(i,  1S(;5 
at  cxijiration  of  ser\  ice.  t^  ,  , 

Akiiiui:  W.  Thouniox.    I\Iu>tered  into  service  JIarcli  lit,  1S(;4.     Deserted  Jiinco,  ls(i.-». 

CO.MPAXV    I. 

AVii.i.iAM  IlKiciNS.  :\Iu«tcred  into  service  September  1.  ls(;i.  Discharged  lantiarv  Jil  Isfil 
to  rcenlist  February  i,  isci,  in  the  same  comiiany.     Deserteil  -Inly  II,  ]s(;4^ 

C()MrAXV  K. 

Si'ALDiXG  II.  AnisoiT.  Mustered  into  service  January  o,  ISi;}.  Corporal.  Di>clianred 
August  2(>,  l.sd.-).  lit  expiration  of  service.  [Ilei-idistcd  from  Pawtueket,  \\.  I.,  to  the  credit 
'of  Atlleborough.] 

FliAXK  W.  SiAXiox.  Clustered  into  service  September  14,  Isdl.  Died  October  L'y,  ]s^j2  jit 
New  Orleans,  La.  '       "' ' 

T\vi:.\TY-K»U):rn  in:i;jMi:xr  3Iassaiiilsi;tts  Voi.ixi ki;i:s. 

C'OMI-AXV   C. 

Kdwix  C.  Bi:A(;(i.  Mustered  into  service  .September  14.  ls(;i.  Discharged  January  .*?,  hsC4 
to  rcenlist  .January  4,  ls(;4.  in  the  same  eomi>any.  Lost  April  -Js,  ISGo,  on  steamer"  General 
Lyon. 

Cmaim.ks  1'.  DiKK.  Mustered  into  .service  September  lU,  ]!S01.  Di.seliarged  Seiitember  IC, 
IJSW,  at  expiration  of  service.  Itei-rdisted  January  .').  IsCo.  in  Hancock's  Veteran  IJe-ervc  Corps' 
Must.Ted  out  January  I.  isdt;.  Died  August  21,  issd.  Ruried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemeterv  by 
AViliium  A.  Streeter  Post. 

Ai,Ti:ii:rH  Lkoxaim).  .-Mustered  into  .service  -Seiitember  12,  I^Gl.  Discharged  October  ](!. 
Jf*<y,  at  expiration  of  service. 

EitXKST  Myki:.  Mu>lc>red  into  service  September  12,  isdl.  Discharged  September  15,  1SG3 
from  disability  from  wounds.  '         ' 

Jami-s  Siii-.KM ax.  MusK'red  into  service  Sei)lember  1(1,  isci.  Transferred  March  !>,  ]SG4, 
to  Veteran  Pe.-erve  Corps. 

JuMX  Thomas.  Mustered  into  s.^rvice  September  !).  ISCd.  Killed  March  14,  ls(;'>  -it  New- 
''Crnc,  N.  C.  '       "' " 

-Tacok  Wi;is.  Mustered  into  service  .Septendier  12.  istil.  Discharged  January  H,  lsr,4,  to 
n'cnli>t  Janmiry  4.  ls(i4.    Discharged  Jamiary  20,  ISGii,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Jamks  C.  "Wixhsok.  Mustered  into  service  February  n,  is(i4.  Discharged  Jamiarv  "0  IsGG 
"t  expiration  of  service.  .  -  >    -     . 

pK  Witt  C.  Yoi'x<;.  Mustered  into  service  September  1(1,  ISGI.  Discharged  September  10, 
^^►l,  at  expiration  of  service. 

CO.MI'AXV  11. 

KnwAui)  K.  Bi!r(;GS.  Mustered  into  service  October  4,  isGl.  Discharged  October  t*,  \^A, 
•at  •'Xpiration  of  service. 


• — ^ 
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GkoROK  W.  C'LAiiii.    Clustered  into  serviw  October  2S,  ISOI.    Killed  Aiigu.>t  10,  im;4,  ;,(  | 

Deep  Run,  Va.  I 

CiiAia.Ks  F.  Dkan.    Mustered  into  service  October  I'.l,  ]sg1.    DiselLirped  Octoljur  22,  ].Si;i.  | 

Wounded  at  Ncwhc)-ne,  N.  C,  IMardi  1 1,  isd^.i  | 

Ai.JtKi.'T  D.  Dkan.    Mustereil  into  service  October  ;;,  ls(;i.    Made  corporal  August  22.  lS(;-_';  1 

sergeant  August  10,  ]SOi.    Discharged  Oclolier  H,  lso(,  at  expiration  of  service.  J 

Jamks  J.  FiFLDS.     Mustered  into  servi<'e  October -1,  lS(il.     Made  corporal  August  ]],  ]vt;.T.  j 

Discharged  Jaiuuiry  3,  IsiU,  to  rcenlist  January  -1,  is^i.     Wounded  at  Deep  Jtun,  Va.,  Augu>i  | 

14,  1804.    Discharged  .Tune  11,  Iso.').  | 

IJiC'JiAiM)  FiKi.ns.    Z\Iustcred  into  service  October  4,  isOl.     Died  August  1,  1S02,  at  New-  | 

berne,  N.  C.  i 

Bk-NJamin  F.  Fisiii:i;.    Mustereil  into  service  October  4,  ISOl.    Discharged  .January  20, 1%(;.  j 

at  e.\))iration  of  service.  | 

Joix  A.  Fj.siiki!.    Clustered  into  service  October  2,1801.     Discharged  January  3,  ls04,  tri  j 

rei'-nlist  January  4,  1S04.    Made  corporal   Augu>t   11,  ISCS;  sergeant  October   1,  lso4;   tir.>t  \ 

.sergeant  November  1, 1805.    Ileturneil  to  the  ranks  by  request  November  15, 1S05.    Discharged  ] 

January  20,  isOO,  at  expiration  of  service.     Died  .Septcmljer  S,  ]s,s3.     I5uried  at   AN'oodlawn  ', 

Cemetery.  i 

AViT.i.iAM  F.  Gakdn'i:i;.    Mustered  iiito  service  October  20,  isoi.     Dis(harg(!d  November  ; 

1,  1804,  at  expiration  of  service.  f 

Wji-i.iam  II.  GoiF.    Mustered  into  servii'e  October  21,1801.    Discharged  January  3,  isoi.  | 

to  reenlist  January  20,   ]S04.    Made  corporal   .September  2,  18(h1;  sergeant  ]Marcli  1,  ISOo.  | 

Discharged  January  20,  180G,  at  expiration  of  scsrvice.  | 

WiLi.iAM  C.  McKixi.KY.    Clustered  into  service  October  8, 1801.    Discharged  October  28.  | 

1802,  from  disability.  j 

Davjh  N.  Mim.s.  :\Iustered  into  service  February  8,1804.  Disehargcil  January  20, 180(!| 
at  expiration  of  service. 

DvxiKi,  II.  S-MiTii.  Mustere<l  into  si'rvice  October  7,  isijl.  Sergeant.  IMade  lirst  sergeant 
July  25,  l.'>04.    Discharged  October  T,  ISGI.     AVoundcd  at  Deep  lUiii.  Va.,  August  10,  1804. 

"William  A.  STitKF.rKU.  Clustered  into  service  October  15, 1801.  Discharged  January  3, 
1S04,  to  reenlist  January  4,  1804.  Made  corporal  .^^cptembcr  s,  1803;  sergeant  May  1,  18G4. 
Killed  at  Deep  liuu,  Va.,  August  It!,  1804.  Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard.  Attleborough  G.  A.  II. 
Post  named  for  him. 

Thomas  Thomi-son.  Mustered  into  service  October  21,  1801.  Made  corporal  May  10,  INll. 
Discharged  October  21, 1804,  at  expiration  of  service.  Died  July  3, 1884.  Buried  at  Woodlawii 
Cemetery. 

Company  I. 

Lkonaki)  JosLi.v.  Mustered  into  service  .September  25, 1801.  Discharged  Jainiary  1,  l8t>4. 
to  reenlist  January  2,  1804.    Discharged  January  20,  1800,  at  expiratioii  of  service. 

Elijah  U.  Rkad.  Mustered  into  service  October  18,  1801.  Discharged  October  18, 1804,  at 
expiration  of  service.    Kecidisted.    Discharged  in  January,  180G. 

Natilv^'  II.  Kkau.  Musteri<l  iuto  service  October  18, 1801.  Discharged  October  18,  IH'J. 
at  expiration  of  service. 

GKOiHiK  I'\  AVallaCK.  Mu>tercd  into  service  October  IS,  1801.  Discharged  Jamiary  1. 
180-1,  to  reenlist  January  2,  1804.  Dischargetl  as  cori>orai  January  20,  1800,  at  expiration  of 
service. 

EiGiiTKKNTH  J{F.(a>ri:.NT  Massaciiu.sj:tts  Volcntki:i;s. 
Company  A. 

Ray  T.  Kkynolds.  Mustered  into  service  .September  5,  1801.  Died  July  10,  1802,  at  Balti- 
more, Md. 


>  Died  April  24,  IS91.     liurlcl  l)y  WlUlnni  A.  Strectcr  l»o,t  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 
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COMTANY   B. 

AV.\l.Ti:it  ICinox.  Mustcrod  into  strvicc  Aii;,'ii-,t  24,  ISf.l.  Discliarijecl  l)e<.(inl>er  31,  1,S(J2, 
from  <lisal>ility. 

Cji.vri.ks  E.  ItYoNsoN.  :Miisleicl  into  service  August  _>!,  lS(il.  Discliar-cii  September 
2,  18(>t,  at  cxpinUioii  of  service.  , 

Com  1 -A  NY  11. 

CilA]tJ>K.S  O.  Wai-lis.  :Mu>tereil  into  .s<;rvi<e  Auijiist  21.  ISiil.  Diseliarpjed  Sfptombor  2, 
ISW,  at  expiration  of  norviee. 

COMI'ANY   I. 

William  A.  ]?lai<k.  :Mustcre<l  into  service  Au^-iist  24,  ISOl.  Diseharged  November  29, 
18G2,  from  disability. 

Danikl  K.  Fuanklin.  :Miislored  into  .-ervice  August  24,  ISCl.  Diseliarged  UctolxT  20, 
ISCl,  from  disability. 

EriiHAi.M  :M.  IvXAi'i'.    :Mnsterc;(l  into  service  August  24,  iSiil.     Diet!  Octob.r  27.  IStJi. 

Frank  (J.  Smith.  Mustered  into  service  August  21,  isiu.  Killed  at  Hull  Kun,  Va..  August 
30, 1SG2. 

'J'lIIKTKKNTII    KkCIMKNI    M  ASSACIIUSKTl  S   ^■|  H.UXTKICli.S. 
CO.MI'ANY   C. 

CiiAin.KS  JliLL.    ^Mustered  into  service  .luly  21),  ISfl.'j.    Deserted  September  IT.  ]sta. 

Ct)MrA,NV  H. 

Geoiksk  Swautz.    Must(ired  into  service  July  27,  ^^^ui.    Disdiarged  April  21,  ]S(U. 
Ad.\m  AVoli-k.    Mustered  into  service  July  24,  is(j3.    Transferred  July  14,  l.Sil,  to  'J'hirty- 
ninth  Infantry. 

TiiiHTY-KKiirru  Kr,(;iMi:NT  Ma-ssaciiu.'^ktis  Voluxtkkrs. 

COMI'ANY    V. 

Lkavis  O.  IIawkin.s.  Mustered  out  of  service  June  13,  m'^.  Died  July  l.i.  IsS-").  ]?uried 
at  Woodlawu  Cemetery  by  William  A.  .'^treeter  Post. 

EXLLST.MKNTS   IX   AltTILLEl.'Y,   CaVALKY,   AXl)   NaVY'. 

Keyxold  Akxom).  Clustered  into  service  September  4,  InC.4.  in  Company  F,  Second  ^Vfassa- 
chusetts  Ueavy  Artillery.    Transferred  January  17,  ISCi,  to  Scvtsnteentli  Infantry. 

MiciiAKL  SULLiVAX.  Clustered  into  service  August  23,  iscl,  in  Company  F.  Heavy  Artil- 
lery.   Discharged  June  2(i.  ISO,"),  at  expiration  of  service. 

Joiix  liUAiiSHAW.  Mustered  into  service  ^lareli  22,  Ist^l,  in  IJglit  Artillcrv.  Deserted 
July  9,  ist^l. 

Tiuri)  MAS.SAC1IUSKTTS  Cavalry'. 
Comtaxy  A. 

Varaxus  S.  Bailky.  Clustered  into  service  January  5,  1S(U.  Di.seliarged  September  25, 
I-'^IS,  at  expiration  of  service. 

C<».mi'axy  B. 

JoSKi'H  G.  IFoDcsox.  :Muster<d  into  service  February  25.  IMM.  Di.scliarged  July  2'.),  1S(;5, 
at  expiration  of  service;  then  member  of  Company  11. 

Company  C. 

Alw.M  Dkiiu.    Mustered  into  service;  February  4,  1S(!4.    Doerted  August  25,  IsiS. 

Joiix  MmiiKLL.  .Mustered  into  service  January  4,  1S(^1.  First  >crgeant.  Di<ieliargeil 
i'optember  2n,  isd.^,  at  expiration  of  service. 

William  Swii  r.  Mustered  into  service  January  ti,  IsiM.  Di.schargcd  September  2S,  JS(;5, 
»l  expiration  of  service. 
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(;OMI'ANV    I>. 

FiJANK  A.  Uicil.\i:i>s.  ^JrustcTcil  into  sciviic.l:mii:ii-y  4,  18(11.  l>iscli:irj,'c(l  Au,i.'u>l  l.lvi;-, 
at  expinitidii  of  ser\icc'. 

TiMoiiiv  A.  Sr.\Ni.i:v.  Mii>ifre(l  into  service  ,I:iniiaiy  I,  isci.  I)i>cli;irirf<l  Scptumhir 
28,  Itiii."),  at  expinitioii  of  >trvic<;.  , 

FouiMii  Mass.uiil'.skits  Cavai.kv. 

Co.Ml'A.NV    Ci. 

John  Fay.  Mii<<tcrc(l  into  scrvic-e  ,);inii:i!y  l»:.  ISCI.  l)iscli;irLre<l  NovcnilxT  It,  l,sfi5,  :.t 
expiration  of  sfr\  ice. 

CoAITANY   If. 

Bak.nkv  :Mui.i.ax.     MustfiiMl  into  service  Fcl>nuiry  S,  ISdl.     I>c>urtfil  September  11,  ISlii. 

Fii'Tii  Massai  rnsKTr.s  Cavam'.v. 
Company  C. 

Pliri.li>  Siiir,M>s.  >In<lereil  into  service  .January  20.  Isci.  Died  at  I'oint  Lookout,  M.I.. 
Septcnilier  12,   IS(U. 

Lkwis  Wai.KKK.  Mustered  into  service  .laiuiary  2!t,  18(il.  lUiu^ier.  J)i>eharf;cd  Octoljcr  ;jl, 
]8(>5,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Co.Ml'AXY    F. 

AVji.i.ia:\i  II.  JniiNsox.  :Miistered  into  service  .luiie  8,  iscj.  Divchar-ed  October  31,  1M>J. 
at  expiration  of  service. 

AVii.i.iA.M  Ransom.  Mu>tered  into  service  .lune  S.  ISCl.  Discliarged  October  ;^1,  !:<(;.').  :il 
expiration  of  service. 

Navy. 

GKoiKii;  1?.  Ai)AM>.     See  Tenth  Rhode  Island  Light  Uattery. 

AitriiLi;  F.  Biriccs.  :Mii.stered  into  service  .Inly  27.  Isiil.  .Vs>i-ne(l  to  ,i,'unl)oat  IlarveM 
Moon,  which  was  dotroycd  by  a  torpedo.  1  )i>cliari,'ed  .lune  3,  ls(l">.  HietlMayO,  ls71.  Unricl 
at  NVoodlawii  Cemetery. 

FltKDKiiiCK   I).  Ri.iss.     Assi-ned  to  Xorth  Atlantic  S(|uadron.     |)rad. 

■\ViJ, 1,1AM  A.  McDonald.  Assii^'ned  to -unboat  Sonoma  in  .South  Atl:intic  Srpiadrun.  I'i-- 
charged  at  New  York,  .June  25.  ls(h5. 

Mam-uku  II.  Wr.A\i:i:.  .\ssi-,Micd  to  yunboat  Galena  in  Gulf  Snuadron.  i:nli>ted  Au-U-t 
27.  isc-l.     I)iscliar;,^'d  .June  .12,  lS(i.j.     Died  February  13.  1S77. 

Sa.mL'i;i.  Tvi.Ki:  Rkad.  I'l-omoted  to  be  Major  in  Indiana  detachment  of  cavalry,  '-'cia- 
inissioned.     Died  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

C.  Fkank  Lrnii-.i;.  Knlisted  October  7.  Isci.  in  Company  C.  Twenty-second  Re-riiiMil 
Massadiusetts  Volnntoer  Infantry  (Henry  Wil>oi)'s  rei,'inient).  Dischariii;d  .Se])teniber  -'''. 
l!S(>2.  Appointed  Lieutenanl  of  Corps  d'.Vfrii|Ue  Nnvcmber  12,  1S(;3.  A.>-si<,'iU'il  to  Tcnili 
Infantry  Decendier  IT).  Is(i3.  Appointed  Aide-de-camp  December  17.  isd.j.  Appointed  AtljiH""' 
Ki>hty-second  United  .stales  Colored  Infantry  .luly  21.  isci.  This  reu^iment  was  de>i.i:i>:"i>'' 
Fifth  I'nited  States  Volunteers,  Tenth  Corps  iPAfriiiue,  and  Ei>rhty-seeond  United  .Si:i:>' 
Colored  Infantry.  Mr.  Luther  was  discharired  Deeenilter  lit.  Isiu.  In  ls7ri-77-78  servcil  :<- 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas>achu-etts. 

CiiAiM.Ks  F.  CAUi'r.Nn:i;.  Serjeant  in  Company  K,  'I'wentieth  >l:i-Naehu>ctts  lIcL'ini' nt. 
Wounded  in  face.  Lost  part  of  jaw.  Died  December  23,  ls!i2.  I'uried  in  soldiers'  lot  '' 
"Wood lawn  Cemetery. 

E.NMSTMKNIS   J.\-   l{llOI)i:   IsLAM). 

Fiit.si  Rkcimkm.    Company  I>. 

CllAi:i.r.s  II.  Ri.iss.     .Mustered  into  service  .Alay  2.  isdi.     Diseharired  Au::u-t  2.  Im;1. 
.Sami:i:i.  (J.  Coi.wki.i..    Mustered  into  service  .May  2.  Iscl.    Discharired  Au-iist  2,  Is'!'- 
N.  JrsTiN  S.Mmi.     Mustered  into  service  at  M'asliington,  D.  C,  in  April,  16C1. 
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Company  E. 
llKNHY  C.  BirowN.    :Mii<tcrfil  into  service;  ;M:iy  2,  ISCI.    Ser;,'cant.    Disiliar^^ed  Ai)<j;iist  2, 

Company  (;. 

John  S.  1>i;()\vn.  ^lustonil  into  service  Miiy  J,  ISiil.  Discliargcil  Aii^'iist  2,  18<ll.  Ite- 
cnlisled  l)cceinl)cr  14,  ISiil,  in  Company  15,  First  Kliode  Islniul  Cavalry.  Corj)oral-Scrgcaut. 
Killed  in  battle  October  1-1,  iscy.    lUiried  in  old  Kirk  Yard. 

SKCONn  liiioDi;  Island  Kiccimknt, 

Company  A. 

CiiAm.KS  Y,.  Ci!orKKi{.  Mustered  into  <;ervice  July  8,  isil.'i.  Transferred  on  j-eorjianizatiou 
of  rej^iiiient.    Taken  I'lisoner  Xovenibcr  fi,  Isd.j. 

Company  C. 

Danikl  E.  Ai>ams.  Mustered  into  service  June  s,  ]s<;i.  Wounded  at  battle  of  .Salcni 
lleights  May  3,  IS(;3.     Discliarged  June  IT,  ImM. 

Gkop.c.k  Hciii!Ai;i>.  Mustered  into  service  ."May  5,  IHil.  Wagoner.  Discliarged  February 
2.S,  18C.2,  on  surgeon's  cerliticalc. 

Daniki,  L.  TuCKKi:.  Mustered  into  service  Jinie  5,  ISO  I.  Wounded  sligbtly  before  Uich- 
Diond  June  25,  ]s<;2.    Discliarged  December  30,  ls(i2,  on  surgeon's  eertiticate. 

Jamks  W.  McKacknky.  Mustered  into  service  May  5,  1S(JI.  Absent  in  J'ortsnioutb  (irovc 
Hospital  Septenil)er  1,  1S(;2. 

CO.MPANY   D. 

Chaulks  E.  Ki-.NT.    :Mustered  out  of  servi<'e  July  13,  lS(h"). 

Chaklks  S.  Kuck.  :Musteretl  into  service  June  c,  isoi.  Wounded  at  Bull  Itun  July  21, 
ISOl.    Discliarged  June  17,  lS<y. 

Thomas  Sin:i:ii>AN.  Mustered  into  service  October  31,  ls(i3.  At  new  organization  July  13, 
ISiio,  absent  in  bosjiital  sick. 

Alvin  T.  SUNDKiu.ANi).  IMustcrcd  into  service  October  31,  1S(;3.  Discliarged  at  new 
organization  July  13.  isihi. 

COMI'ANY   G. 

Thomas  Lamukih'.  Mustered  into  service  June  5,  ISdl.  Wounded  at  Bull  Hun  July  21, 
1S(!1.    Discharged  March  24,  1S(;2,  on  surgeon's  certilicate. 

Company  II. 
Axskl  L.  Swkkt.    Mustered  into  service  Octoner  13.  ls(i2.    Corporal.    Discharged  Julv  29, 

F(JU1{TH    KHODK   I8I.AN))   TiKCIMKNT. 

Company  G. 

AVii.UAM  T.  Tiiacheh.  Mustered  into  service  August  lo,  iscj.  Wounded.  Served  in 
Commissary  Department.     Died  in  Boston  July  15,  lsS4.    Buried  in  Old  l\irk  Yard. 

Company  1. 

Gkokck  ChoCKKU.     Mustered  into  service  October  31,  ISdl.     Discharged  Octol)er  15.  ISdi. 
Dakils  I.  Coi.K.     Company  I.  Seventh  Khodc  Island.     Killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Va.,  May  13,  IstJS.    Sergeant  and  Second  Lieutenant. 

Skventh  1{iio|)K  Isi.am>  I{i:<;i.Mi:\r. 

Company  I). 

•'"iiN  Fkawi.ky.  .Mustered  into  service  September  C,  ls(;2.  Discharged  Ajiril  17.  ls(;3,  on 
surgeon's  certilicate. 
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Co.Mi'ANv  ]■:. 

Gkorc.k  JI.  Hautsiioun.  Miisterud  into  scrvke  SeiJteinl)Pr  (;,  1n(;2.  Traiisfonxd  under 
new  organization  October  '21,  IH'4.     Dlschiirirod  June  ft,  ls(!o. 

Ei.KVKxrv  ]{ii<)i)i;  1,si.am>  IjKtii.MKxr. 

Company  C. 

KoGKi:  L.  Lixcoi.x.    Mustered  into  service  Octolicr  1,  1S(;2.    Diseliarged  July  ]:],  1803. 
EufJioCK  A.  ]M()TT.     Mustered  into  service  October  1,  1802.    r)iscli:iri,'-ed  July  13.  lS(i3. 
ElAVix  ri;i:KV.    Mn>tercd  into  service  Octol)er  1,  is(ij.     Disciiarged  July  13,  is(i3. 

TwKi.irii  HiiuDi:  Islaxd  lli'.ciMKxr. 

CO.MI'ANY   K. 

Vli.i.iAM  F.  Fiior.i).  :Mustered  into  service  October  13.  1N)2,  Wounded  at  Fredericksbur.!,', 
Va.,  l)ecend)cr  13,  lsn2.     Discharged  July  21),  l.stl3. 

TllllM)   lIlIODK   I8LAX1>   AltTII.I.KUY. 

Company  A. 
Thomas  Cokcojjan.    ^Mustered  into  service  February  17,  1^02.    Kecniisted  March  21, 1804. 

Company  C. 

p]DWAi;i)  E.  Cakpkntki:.  Mustered  into  service  October  5,  isci.  First  Sergeant. 
Reenli^led  January  20.  ]sf>4.  in  Coni|)any  G,  First  Rhode  Island.  Connnissioned  Sccon'i 
Lieutenant  March  22,  iHio,  and  Fir>t  l.icutenant  May  13,  IsCo.  Discharged  June  9.  18C>.i.  at 
exjiiration  of  service. 

Ali.kx  AV.  Guild.  ]\[ustered  into  service  Decendier  21,  18(11.  Taken  prisoner  on  Keawali 
Island,  S.  C,  l)ecend>er  4,  1NJ3.    Paroled.    Discharged  January  2ft,  18ti5. 

Company  II. 

Thomas^  C.  IIii5j;i:i!T.  Mu>tered  into  service  October  b,  1S(!1.  Corporal.  Sergeant.  Rt- 
enlisted  January  25,  l8(it.    Transferred  to  Company  B  September  15,  l8Ui. 

Co.mpaxy'  L. 

Samuki,  Jackso.v.  Mustered  into  service  April  2ft,  ISCA.  Transferred  to  Company  D  Fii- 
riiary  24,  IsfiS. 

Samuki.  N.  Knapp.  Mustered  into  service  Fel)ruary  H,  1802.  Discharged  February  2. 
1803.  on  surgeon's  certilicate. 

Company  M. 

Alukkt  Ar\vo(,)i).  Mu>tered  into  service  Mardi  IT.  1S02.  Rcinlisted  September  10,  t^'^- 
Transferred  to  Company  D  February  24,  isi;,"). 

Fiirii  RiiouK  Island  IIkavy  Aiuillluy. 

Company  A. 

Amos  Eaton.  Mustered  into  service  Decendjcr  IC,  ISdl.  Reenli.sted  January  4.  l"'-'. 
Taken  prisoner  May  5,  lso4,  at  Croatan.  N.  C.     Died  in  August,  \H)l.  at  Andersouville.  Ga. 

Company  D. 

Ciiaulks  C.  Gkkknk.  Mustered  into  service  Deccnd>er  U\,  isoi.  Sergeant.  Roenli>tcJ 
January  2,  1S04.    Clustered  out  of  .-ervice  January  20,  Isoo. 

CiL\iu.i:s  II.  S.Mirii.  Mu>tered  into  service  Itccendier  10,  iMil.  Sergeant.  Transferred  to 
Company  K  March  2,  |st;3.     Reinlisted  January  2.  \SiA.    Discharged  June  2(i,  18(h>. 
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Company  K. 
WiixiAM  N.  IJROWN.    ]Miistcrcd  into  service  December  IG,  l:S(;i.    Mustered  out  November 

29, 1804. 

Gkoiujk  W.  Fkkxcm.  Mustcreil  into  servi<'o  December  10,  IsOl.  Eoi-nli-teil  January  5, 
J8C4.    Wusteretl  out  of  s.crvicc  June  20,  iso.'t. 

I 

(.'t)MI'ANY   F. 

Thomas  Ca.sSidy.    Mustered  into  service  May  'J7.  ISOi'.  Mustered  out  May  10,  IvSU,"). 

MiCiiAEr,  Dkyink.  Mustered  into  service  May -27, 1802.  Sergeant.  Mustered  out  May  19, 
18C5. 

John  ]{kynui.1)S.    :Mustercd  into  service  .Tunc  10,  ISG-J.  Mustered  out  .June  10,  1SC>5. 

COMTAXY   II. 

Lawkk.vck  Fi.AXAr.AX.  Mustered  into  service  l)(ceml)cr  27.  1802.  Sergeant.  Transferred 
April  12, 1804,  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

FiKsi  lliioDK  Isi.AXn  Licar  Ai'.tiij.eijy. 

COMI'ANY  A. 

Ali!i;i;t  J.  Jkxckks.  Mustered  into  service  June  (i,  ISGl.  Transferred  to  Battery  B' 
October  3, 1801 . 

Roin-ivr  Lauciii.ix.  Mustered  into  service  March  IS,  1802.  Discharged  in  November,  18G2, 
on  surgeon's  certilicate. 

COMl'ANY   D. 

Stki'HEX  AV.  Bali.ou.  Mustered  into  service  September  4,  1801.  Corporal.  Mustered 
out  September  3. 1804. 

CiiAitLES  E.  May.     Date  of  enlistment  or  di>c,harge  not  known.    Musician. 

FitAXK  M.  TucKKit.  :Mustered  into  service  September  4.  1801.  Corporal.  Rccniistod 
January  31,  ]SG4.  Sergeant.  Commissioned  Second  lieutenant  June  12,  IsOo,  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  during  the  war.    Mustered  out  of  service  July  17, 18G5. 

COMI'AXY  F. 

CiiAKi.Ks  II.  Bakki!.  Mustered  into  service  October  29,  ISOl.  IMustercd  out  October  28, 
1804. 

FIR.ST  EiiODr.  Tsi.AXD  Light  Battehv. 

Ali.kx  W.  Blacktxtox.    Mustered  into  service  May  2.  I8(;i.    Mu>tered  out  August  C,  isGl. 
Jei;kmiaii  FiT/.(.ii:itAM).    Mustered  into  service  ^lay  2, 1801.    Mustered  out  Augu^t  G,  1801. 
William  II.  Walcott.    Mustered  into  service  :May  2,  isGl.    IIonoral>ly  discharged  June 
1,  1801,  to  accept  a  commission  in  Seventeentii  Infantry  itogular  Army. 

Texth  Rhode  Islaxd  Licht  Battery. 

CJeoijoe  R.  Adams.  Mustered  into  service  :May  2ii,  1802.  Discliarged  August  30,  1802. 
Itetulisted  in  navy.  Assigned  to  gun-boat  Sonoma  in  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  flag-sbip. 
Discharged  June  2.),  ISOo. 

IlKxiiY  C.  Bailey.  Mustered  into  service  May  2G.  1802.  Mustered  out  August  30, 1S02.  Rc- 
enli>tcd  Fel>ruary  4, 18G4,  in  Company  F.  Seventh  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  Sergeant.  Wounded 
in  the  eye  April  23,  1SG4,  on  Red  River,  La.  Discharged  September  5,  1804,  on  surgeon's 
certilicate. 

Wu.LiAM  A.  BuA<u;.    Mu>tercd  into  .serviee  May  20.  1802.     Dixharged  August  30,  1802. 

(ili>i:iix  M.  lIoiiTox.  Mu>tcred  into  service  May  2t;.  Isti2.  Mu^terl•d  out  Au'_'U>t  30,  lN'i2. 
Died  at  San  Antonio,  Te.\a>.  DceiMuber  H;.  InsO.     Buried  at  ^^'oodla\vn  Cemetery. 

(lr.')i;t;i;  1'.  Jonxsox.  Mustered  into  service  May  20,  ls02.  Mu>tcrcd  out  Augu>t  30,  1^02. 
l{einli>ted,  was  on  gun-boat  Nip>ic.     Died  at  .VndcrMiuville,  Ga. 

•b'lix  L.  1{i:mmn(;ei;.  :Mu>lered  into  service  May  20,  I>^02.  Corporal.  Mustered  out 
August  30,  1SG2. 
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CiiAUi.Ks  II.  Stakki-y.  Miistcml  into  service  May  2{;,  18(;2.  Corporal.  Di^cliar-e,! 
An;i:ust  ao,  is<i2.     (l)i(.'.l  in  15o-.toii.) 

I.iNscoMii  C.  WiXN.  jriistorcd  into  service  .May  2(1,  )S(;2.  Corporal.  Mustered  out  Au-'u^t 
30, 18(12.  ° 

Fkank  W.  Coij:.    See  Forty-seventli  Massachusetts  lle^'iniejit. 

FiiUT  lIiioDi:  Island  Cavai.ky. 

Company  C 

Em.moxs  ]).  Grii.i).  Mustered  into  service  DecenilxM-  !t,  ]sf,i.  Prisoner  of  war  at  JMch- 
mond,  Va..  Ander>onvillc,  Ga.,  Savannali,  Florence,  Charleston,  Willin-tun,  etc.  Discliap'od 
April  1,  ISt^'j. 

COMI'ANY   F. 

Gf.()1!(;k  L.  Pr.Aiici;.    Mustered  into  service  December  II,  ]S(il.    Discharj,'cd  April  1. 1802 
on  surgeon's  cerlilicate. 

SKVKNrii  IliKiDi:  Island  Cavali:y. 

Company  A. 

JA15KZ  S.  Gay.    Mustered  into  service  June  2-1,  ]s(;2.     Discharged  Sciitembcr  2(;,  lS(i2. 

Co.Ml'ANY   C. 

Ja:mi:s  McIvay.  Mustered  into  service  January  9,  Jsiii.  Corporal.  Discharged  Xovciuher 
2i),  1S(;5. 

Co.^!l•A^•Y  F. 

AUSANUS  1).  Claklin.  Mustered  into  service  February  4,  1SG4.  Corporal.  Discharged 
November  29,  iscS. 

Company  M. 
John  Kkynolds.    Mustered  into  service  June  is,  1S(!4.    Deserted  July  12,  iscs. 
MiniAKL  RocKits.    Mustered  into  servi.;e  June  IS,  ls64.     Deserted  Julv  10,  ls(J4. 
Hjixjiy  C.  IJailky.    See  Tenth  Rhode  Island  Light  Battery. 
HKNitY  A.  UuKCiLvui).    Sec  Forty-seventh  Massachusetts  IJegin:ent. 
IlKNiiY  W.  CoLK.    Sec  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

FiKST  Riio])K  Island  Dj;rACiiKD  Milhia, 

Company  C. 

Gkohgk  L.  DuAPKi!.    Mustered  into  service  31i«y  2,  18«1.    Discharged  August  2, 1801. 
JosJAii  W.  RiCHAKDsoN.    Mustcrcd  into  service  May  2,  ISGl,    Discharged  August  2.  1?C1. 

Company  I). 

CHAIJLKS  0.  Jackson.    Mustered  into  service  May  2,  18(11.    Discharged  August  2,  ISCl. 

Company  E. 

Ira  E.  MiLLKit.  Mustered  into  service  May  2,  1801.  Discharged  August  2,  Isci. 
CUAI5LKS  Smith.  Mu-tcred  into  service  May  2,  IS(il.  Discharged  Au"i,aisi  2,  isoi. 
HhLNJtY  C.  M'lCKsoN.    Mustered  into  service  .May  2,  Isci.    DiM-harged  August  2,  ls(;i. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  soldiers  who  were  obtained  "  :»t 
the  front,"  and  were  there  enlisted  to  tiie  credit  of  the  town  to  fill  several 
quotas  :  — 

Ephraim  Adams,  ,joi,„  Aitc,  William  II.  And.TM.n. 

Henry  ISronkhurst,  \\,  c.  Hramhill,  John  Barber, 

Julius  Bacon,  John  A.  Bott,  Ed.  J.  Bailey, 

Thomas  Callahan,  Morris  Carey,  J,„„es  D.  Cnvlns, 
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Francis  P.  Clnrk, 
IJurton  Cole, 
Michael  Dillon, 
Thomas  Eaixan, 
Tatrick  Fiiiiin:,'aii, 
Michael  Gorman, 
John  D.  Ilackinan, 
Charles  S.  Uiilse, 
John  F.  Kappel, 
Michael  Keitz, 
FreJeriek  W.  Korini,', 
Jacob  Laubenbeimer, 
Thomas  Matliers, 
Etlwanl  McXaspey, 
Bernhanlt  Miller, 
Matthew  IMiirpliy, 
Christian  Proezeller, 
George  W.  Stowani, 
Thomas  Tutly, 


James  AV.  Clark, 
George  A.  Crossman, 
John  Doisey, 
Jacob  Feathers, 
John  AV.  Fitzpatriek, 
Geor^^e  (iinlurborlett, 
Henry  Iloll'nian, 
William  Irwin, 
ISIichael  Kee;,'an, 
Christian  Ivern, 
Theodore  Kramer, 
James  O.  l.ee, 
John  McCallon, 
Adolpl)  Mel/er, 
Leonidas  G.  Muck, 
Thomas  Muriihy, 
William  J.  Sweeney, 
John  Selilottman, 
Frederick  Voss, 


Stephen  II.  CotFy, 
John  Davit, 
John  Dwycr, 
Samuel  Feri,'uson, 
James  (Jorman, 
Henry  Higirins, 
Thomas  S.  Hoover, 
Robert  Jones. 
Edward  Kclloy, 
Bernhardt  lilieii. 
Oscar  H.  Lane, 
William  H.  Martin, 
Thomas  ]\lc(;overn, 
Thomas  Mitchell, 
Victor  31<)tt, 
Michael  Newman, 
Charles  Siodler, 
James  Spenjjler, 
Henry  Weiss. 


The  above  list  is  certainly  a  crc(lita1)le  one  both  in  leni^th  and  cljaracter. 
At  the  time  of  the  war  our  town  numbered  some  7,000  or  .S,000  inhabitants 
and,  in  round  numbers,  sent  four  hundred  men  to  the  field,  a  numbei-  of 
whom  served  more  than  once.  Several  families  sent  two  members,  and  in 
four  instances  three  members  enlisted  and  served,  in  every  case  brothers. 
They  were  James  W.,  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Thompson  ;  Henry  S.,  Daniel  E., 
and  George  G.  Adams  ;  Everett  S.,  PMwin  J.,  and  Gideon  M.  Ilorton  ;  John 
F.,  Henry  A.,  and  William  A.  Streeter.  Of  this  unusual  fact  we  nuay  be 
proud  and  of  the  further  fact  that  all  had  an  honorable  record  as  soldiers. 
It  adds  further  interest  to  record  that  these  twelve  men  were  neighbors,  all 
of  one  village  ;  and  the  statement  may  still  be  made  that  they  are,  as  they 
were,  from  Attleborou(/h,  the  places  where  they  resided  being  still  in  that 
town. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  drafted  for  this  town  in  Taunton,  July 
16,  1863,  and  may  be  of  interest  to  some. 


James  McCIatcliy, 
William  Holly, 
Robert  H.  Sherman, 
Randolph  Knapp, 
Robert  Lan','hlin, 
William  A.  Knight, 
Patrick  Larry, 
Oamaliel  Drainer, 
William  H.  Tirtany, 
Charles  H.  Ames, 
Charles  H.  Wood, 
David  Knight, 
Kustis  IJ.  Ingraham, 
Frank  B.  Kichar.ls, 
Peter  Royce, 
John  Dennis, 


Seneca  Cole, 
William  Worger, 
Horace  D.  Cutting, 
George  P.  Johnston, 
William  H.  Beebe, 
Edward  A.  Wilson. 
George  Crocker, 
George  A.  Dean, 
(ieorge  W.  French, 
George  E.  AVallace, 
Reuben  A.  Dean, 
Frederick  Dahl. 
William  AValker, 
John  F.  Mackinson, 
William  C.  Brainard, 
Patrick  Nallv, 


John  R.  Blackinton, 
Arthur  B.  Carpenter, 
James  J.  Freeman, 
C.  M.  Rhodes, 
Edward  E.  Honan, 
Thomas  S.  Wheelock, 
Augustus  C.  Hall, 
Charles  H.  liushee. 
Sullivan  Eaton, 
Edwin  B.  Thurber, 
Daniel  Jacfjues, 
Dennis  Murphy, 
John  Doran, 
Raymond  A.  King, 
Thomas  Bride, 
Charles  Murray, 
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John  IJeckler, 
John  CJrolJn. 
John  Flavcii, 
Thomas  A.  Col>l), 
Edwar-l  Lau^^lilin, 
Calvin  V\  Hraley, 
J.  Slicparil  Jtichaids, 
Brainjud  T.  llriice, 
Wultpr  IJalloii, 
Albert  Fairbanks, 
ifartiu  V.  Corey, 
Henry  L.  Josiin, 
George  A.  Slicpardson, 
Henry  Cloniciis, 
Silas  n.  Manchester. 
Albert  M.  Everett, 
"William  M.  Price, 
Eussell  15.  Xye, 
Charles  ]?.  Dcs  -Jardins, 
Albert  M.  Simmoufe, 
Moses  Harding, 
Eben  L.  Sylvester. 
Lucius  Z.  Carpenter, 
William  C.  AVhite, 


John  Dooling, 
Charles  M.  Xewell, 
Charles  A.  V.  Coggeswell, 
Frank  Fairbanks, 
David  Jiilson. 
Thomas  S.  ^Vlann, 
Stephen  Stanley, 
Frank  L.  Ciimmings. 
James  IJattcrslcy, 
Humphrey  Murphy, 
Joseph  W.  I'erry, 
Joseph  Clough, 
George  Jillson, 
Benjamin  S.  Chapiu, 
Silas  F.  Hall, 
Fi'ank  IJartosch, 
Charles  W.  Brockinton, 
Albert  A.  Sweet, 
David  Ivillon, 
John  L.  Baker, 
Ruel  Glidden, 
Albert  D.  Sadler, 
AVilliam  W.  Fisher, 
James  D.  Tucker, 

James  H.  Handy. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  exemptions  :  — 


William  P.  Holly, 
Martin  V.  Corey, 
Stephen  Stanley, 
Eben  L.  Sylvester, 
George  A.  Dean. 
John  F.  Mackinson, 
Jolui  Dooling, 
Slater  D.  Herring. 
William  H.  Titlany, 
Charles  H.  Ames. 
Jarvis  AV.  Kobinson, 
George  A.  Shoiuirdson, 
Moses  Harding, 
Thomas  A.  Cobb, 
Frank  Bartoseh, 
Albert  Ballou, 
Junies  J.  Freeman, 


Jarvis  W.  Kobinsou, 
Thomas  Seholield, 
Albert  Howard. 
Lyman  N.  Sayles, 
Nathaniel  B.  Maxcy, 
George  H.  Draper, 
Warren  \V.  A\'heelcr, 
James  Handy. 
Noycs  J.  Smith. 
Lewis  A.  Xewell, 
Alfred  I'ierce, 
Thom:is  S.  Snell, 
John  L.  Torrey, 
Gilbert  Luther, 
Nicholas  E.  Gardner, 
William  B.  Hodges, 
Ncl-ion  Tinkham, 
Slater  Herring. 
Everett  L.  Sweet, 
Albert  Ballon. 
Timothy  Berry, 
D.  Snniord  Hall, 
Frank  W.  Davenport, 
George  F.  Green, 


Will 


Thomas  S.  Wheeloek. 
Peter  Bois,  (Xo.  oO) 
Franklin  Cummings, 
J.  Shepard  Bichards, 
John  L.  Torrey, 
Thomas  M.  Snell, 
Dennis  Murphy, 
Raymond  K.  Iving, 
Charles  B.  Des  Jardins, 
.  Albert  P.  Fairbanks, 
John  Dennis, 
Charles  H.  Wood, 
John  Beckler, 
Nelson  Tinkliam. 
Randolph  Knapp. 
George  F.  Green, 
Sullivan  Eaton, 
am  ;M.  Price,  Charles  M. 


Noyes  J.  Smith, 
Henry  W.  Clemens, 
Albert  M.  J:verett, 
1).  Sanfonl  Hall, 
Humphrey  Murphy, 
John  Doran, 
Augustus  C.  Hall, 
John  (jrelin, 
(ieorgo  W.  French, 
Brainard  T.  Bruce, 
John  ]{.  ]}lackinton, 
George  S.  Barney, 
Charles  H.  Bushee, 
Edward  Laughlin. 
Timothy  Perry, 
Seneca  Cole. 
Thomas  S.  Manu, 
Xewell. 


The  following  is  a  list,  as  nearly  correct  as  could  be  ascertained,  of  the 

pensioners  in  the  town  at  the  time  of  the  division,  with  the  amount  paid  to 

them  njonthly  :  — 

Charles  S.  Cummings j^Ki.OO 

Charles  Carpenter 4.00 

Lurad  H.  Cliadwick •^•00 

Oti>  Williams 4.00 

James  liaincs 3.00 


Charles  White 

.     .     ,    §3.00 

William  H.  Smith    .... 

.     .     .      4.00 

William  A.  Sturdy  .... 

.     .     .      4.00 

John  Sinnns 

.     .     .     .      4.00 

George  W.  Jennison    .     .     . 

...      4.00 
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Dauiel  1>.  Tinker    . 
George  11.  Tln:i>licr 
Lloyil  11-  Hod^^ts     . 
John  L.  TlKiycr  .     . 
Enjiign  K.  Kelly 
TLoinas  Ci.  Ilintou  . 
John  A.  AVli:iley      • 
Martin  Berry  .     .     . 
Honue  C.  Brown    . 
Williiini  E.  nunlium 
Thomas  I'anzera 
John  J.  Rollins   •    • 
Herbert  E.  '\Vhii)i)le 
EcUvin  "Whitney  .     . 
George  H.  T.  Alfred 
Charles  W.  Brown  . 
Hiram  L.  Daufortli 


Abel  B.  Bloek  . 
Daniel  Crotty    .    . 
William  II.  P'ishcr 
Benjamin  F.  Lincoln 
Ferry  A.  Ballon     . 
Dexter  B.  Freeman 
Walter  Katon    .     . 
Henry  AV.  Stearns- 
Helen  M.  Johnson 
Jauc  F.  Williams 
Sarah  Gilligan  .     . 


$12.00 
iS.OO 
2.00 
y.OO 
4.00 
COO 
2.00 
4.00 
COO 
4.00 
8.00 
S.OO 
4.00 
S.OO 
2.00 
2.00 
COO 
William  Kiugsley 


Thomas  R.  Gay     . 
Jeremiah  S.  Rowc 
Horace  Miller    .     . 
Abbie  R.  Thayer  . 
Emeline  Wilniarth? 
Hannah  Welib  .     . 
Lucy  A.  Jackson  . 
Caroline  E.  Llnfrio 
Mary  O'Neil      .     . 
Mary  A.  Gritlin     . 
I'hcbe  T.  Shepanlsor 
:Mary  Flanagan 
Ruth  Burchanl 
Fannie  Clapp    . 
William  Fieltl    . 
Frances  A.  :Meserve 
Alfred  Fiske     .    .    . 
8G.0O 
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§0.00 
4.00 
4.00 
4.00 
2.00 

18.00 
4.00 
2.00 

20.00 
8.00 
S.OO 
Dolly  Thompson,  1812? 


JohnCi.Doran      . 
Henry  A.  Blackiutoi 
Eliza  A.  Clark  .   ". 
Margaret  Ilattcry 
Kesiali  Hall  .     .     . 
Rebecca  Clark  .     . 
Jlaria  S.  Allen  .     . 
Walter  G.  Clark    . 
Telia  Kent     .     .     . 
Vernal  Stanley 
Silas  G.  Wood  .     . 
§8.00 


83.00 
18.00 
4.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
S.OO 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
4.0o 


?2.00 
5.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
S.OO 
4.00 
8.00 
8.00 
3.00 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

CHURCHES    AND    THK    MINISTUY.  —  FHJST    CONGKEGATIOXAL    CHURCH. 

FOR  almost  fifty  years  the  town  eonstituted  one  i)aiish,  and  was  not 
divided  until  April  7,  1743.  For  several  years  after  its  incorpora- 
tion it  was  not  able  to  support  a  preaelier,  owin<ij  to  the  small  luunber  of 
its  inhabitants.  Soon  aflei-  the  ori^anization  of  tlie  town  affairs,  liowever, 
steps  were  taken  to  o])tain  a  pastor  and  arianircments  made  for  a  place  of 
abmle  for  him.  Extracts  from  the  records  detailing  to  some  extent  the  earlv 
proceedings  relative  to  the  first  church  and  the  settlement  of  the  lirst  minister 
will  be  accepta])le  to  the  present  generation. 

March  (5,  1704,  the  town  ordered  that  twelve  acres  of  land  in  the  minister's 
lot  shoidd  be  fenced  in  ;  four  acres  were  to  be  broken  up  and  a  house  built, 
twenty-six  feet  long,  twenty-eight  feet  wide,  and  thirteen  feet  stud  ;  and 
there  was  to  be  a  stack  of  tin-ee  chimneys  in  the  house,  ''  with  a  Cellar  under 
the  bigest  room,"  sixteen  feet  long  and  fouiteen  feet  wide,  and  all  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  last  day  of  March,  170(3.  It  would  seem  it  was  not  completed 
until  after  the  specitied  date,  for  on  3Iay  16,  170(5,  it  was  voted  tiiat  the 
money  in  tiie  hands  of  the  town  oflicers  should  be  used  for  nails,  etc.,  for  use 
on  the  minister's  house. 

March  25,  1707.  "The  meeting  then  held  was  for  the  choosing  of  a 
learned  orthodox  minister  of  good  conversation  to  dispense  the  word  of  God 
to  us  in  Attleborough  :  voted  to  give  Mr.  Fiske  a  call  to  preach  for  us. 
Likewise  a  committee  of  nine  was  chosen  to  procure  a  minister  to  settle.  It 
was  likewise  voted  to  empower  the  said  committee  to  treat  with  the  said  Mr. 
Fiske  as  to  his  dispensing  tlie  word  of  (lod  amongst  us,  and  to  settle  him  if 
he  may  be  obtained  ;  and  if  he  may  not,  then  any  other  minister  that  the  town 
shall  call,  being  approved  by  the  neighboring  ministers." 

May  20,  1707.  "Voted  to  give  3Ir.  3Iore  a  call  to  preach  amongst  us, 
and  to  settle  if  he  may  be  obtained."  In  June,  1707,  it  was  voted  "that 
Hezekiah  Peck  and  Jonathan  Fuller  i)e  a  committee  to  see  and  get  a  petition 
written  to  the  General  Court  for  some  help  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
minister."  '  The  sum  of  eighty  pounds  had  ijcen  granted  by  the  town 
November  22,  170.">,  towards  building  a  minister's  house,  thirty-live  i)Ounds 


'In  1710  the  Mile  niul  llnlf  was  roaniicxcil  to  this  to« n,  wlilcli  restored  fourteen  fainlllcfl  «>"' 
eiiable<l  the  people  to  support  a  prc.iclicr  without  other  assistance. 
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of  which  had  licen  coUccIlmI,  timl  on  July  2,  1707,  the  town  voted  that  the 
remaining  forty-five  pounds  should  he  levieil  and  collected. 

June  lo,  1708.  "  The  nieetinu-  then  held  was  for  the  choosing  of  an  al)le 
and  orthodox  niinister  to  serve  us  in  the  work  of  the  niinistr}'  in  this  place. 
It  was  voted  that  the  committee  shoulil  treat  with  Mr.  AViswell  to  disi)ense  the 
word  of  God  to  us  if  he  may  1)e  ol)tained;  if  not.  then  with  IMr.  Fisher,  if  he 
may  be  obtained  ;  if  not,  then  with  IMr.  Hunt,  if  he  may  be  obtained  ;  if  not, 
then  with. Mr.  Devotion,  and  if  neither  of  them  may  be  oittained,  then  they 
may  treat  with  any  other  tjiat  shall  be  allowed  of  l>y  the  neighl)()rin<f  minis- 
ters, until  they  have  settled  one  in  Attleborough."  i 

July  27,  1710.  "  Chose  IMr.  Kbenezer  White  for  our  minister,  if  he  will 
stay  with  us,  if  not,  then  Mr.  Myles."  Mr.  White,  it  appears,  did  not  at 
this  time  accept  the  invitation  to  settle.  He,  however,  preached  for  the  peoi)le 
nearly  a  year. 

October  9,  1710,  the  town  chose  a  committee  to  see  to  the  finishing  of  the 
meetinghouse,  and  the  1st  of  ''January  next  ensuing"  was  the  time  fixed 
for  finishing  it.  "  Voted  to  raise  a  tax  of  tC^O  as  a  fund  for  said  work,  £5  to 
be  in  money,  and  the  rest  in  corn,  rye,  beef  and  pork,  or  in  materials  for  the 
building." 

November  20,  1710.  "  Voted  that  the  house  which  is  built  on  the  minis- 
terial lot  should  be  given  to  the  first  minister  that  shall  serve  the  town  seven 
years  in  the  ollice  of  a  minister,  and  so  living  and  dying  amongst  us,  then  to 
be  his  and  his  heirs  forever. "-' 

October  1,  1711.  At  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  an  able,  orthodox  minis- 
ter "  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  to  us  in  Attleborough,"  the  town  chose 
Mr.  Matthew  Short  for  their  minister. 

November  5,  1711.  ''Granted  a  tax  of  £2.')  towards  i)aying  ]Mr.  Short; 
£10  in  money  and  the  other  £15  in  grain,  pork,  beef,  butter,  cheese  at  current 
price." 

March  18,  1711-12.  "  Voted  to  build  a  pew  for  the  minister  in  the  meet- 
ing house,  and  also  agreed  that  ^^rs.  Short  shall  have  the  l)enelit  and  privile<ye 
of  sitting  in  the  same  during  her  abode  in  Attleborough." 

Kev.  IMatthew  Short  accepted  the  call  of  the  people  and  ijccame  the  first 
settled  minister  in  this  town.  lie  was  the  son  of  Henry  Short,  of  Newbury. 
He  was  born  jMarch  14,  1()88,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  iu  the  class 
of  1707.  He  was  quite  a  young  man  when  he  came  here,  twcnty-tliree 
years  of  age.  He  was  chosen,  as  has  been  seen,  October  1,  1711.  and 
ordained  November  12,  1712.     DiHiculties  soon  arose  between  him  and  his 


•The  luli.-ililtaiit:;  were  .>'o  few,  conslstlnfr  of  .ilioul  sixteen  fainUles  exclusive  of  the  fourteen  wlio 
hail  been  aimexcil  to  Ucliuliotli,  that  they  were  not  able  to  aiVunl  a  t-onipotent  salary,  which  was 
l>roliulily  the  cause  of  their  emliarrns-inent  in  tlie  >ettleuicnt  of  a  nilnl-icr  at  llrst. 

•The  seconil  settleil  minister  aci|Ulreil  the  (iroperty  of  this  house  antl  ul.so  tlie  niinlyterlal  farm,  as 
will  subseiiuenily  n))i)enr,  by  having  fiillllled  tlio  condition  of  the  grant. 
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people  which,  after  many  ineffectual  attempts  to  reconcile  them,  finallv 
resulted  in  his  dismission.  The  trouble  related  to  his  salary  ;  the  matter 
was  compromised  and  he  dismissed  May  31,  1715.  He  continued  in  tlii.-i 
town  only  about  four  years,  having  preached  one  year  before  his  ordiaation. 

According  to  the  articles  of  agreement  made  with  Mr.  Short  December 
20,  1711,  he  was  to  have  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  the  first  six  years,  one  third 
to  be  in  money  and  "  the  other  two  thirds  in  grain,  beef,  pork,  Itutter  or 
cheese,  any  or  either  of  them  at  current  price."  '  At  the  seventh  vear  his 
salary  was  to  be  raised  to  sixty  pounds  payable  as  above,  and  there  to  con- 
tinue until  there  should  be  one  hundred  families  in  town  capable  of  paviiic 
public  taxes,  in  the  judgment  <;f  the  selectmen  for  the  time  being,  and  tlien 
it  was  to  be  seventy  pounds  i)cr  annum.  He  was  also  to  have  the  use  of 
the  ministerial  house  and  lands  so  long  as  he  should  continue  in  his  pastoral 
office. 

Mr.  Short  was  married  to  Margaret  Freeman,  of  this  town,  bv  .Justice 
Leonard,  of  Norton,  December  27,  1711.  They  had  two  ilaughters  while 
residing  here,  Anna  and  Judith.  Of  the  pievious  or  subsequent  historv  of 
]\rr.  Short  but  little  is  known.  He  removed  to  PLaston  and  became  the  first 
settled  minister  in  that  town,  where  he  reniained  in  harmony  with  his  people 
till  his  death.  He  died  in  the  year  1731,  aged  forty-three,  leavino:  ten 
children,  three  sons  and  seven  daughters.  These  were  Matthew,  Elienezer, 
Glover,  Anna,  Judith,  Margaret,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Lydia.     Jnditb 

married Hunt;  Margaret,  Tingley  ;  Sarah,  Orcut  ;  Elizabeth, 

Noyes.     It  is  said  that  Mr.  Short  "  left  a  considerable  real  estate  which 

was  divided  among  his  children." - 

The  first  meetinghouse  was  built  in  1710.  At  a  town  meeting  February 
9,  1709-10,  it  was  "voted  to  build  a  meeting  house  thirty. feet  square  and 
sixteen  feet  between  joints,  and  to  set  it  upon  a  piece  of  land  on  the  east 
side  of  the  country  road  near  to  the  house  of  Christopher  Hall,  and  to  get 
the  timber  for  said  house  and  to  frame  and  raise  it  by  the  first  of  June  next." 
This  building  was    not,   however,    entirely    completed    until    1714.     It  was, 


'These  articles  were  then  valued  as  follows  :  IiuUan  corn,  Js.  CM.  per  bushel;  rye,  Ss.  M.  per  bushel; 
pork,  3tl.  per  lb.;  beef,  iil.  perlb.;  butter,  Gd.  per  lb.;  ami  jrooil  new  milk  cheese,  4<1.  per  ll>.  The 
following  emphatic  receipt  was  found  upon  the  records  :  — 

Attleboro'  Feb.  the  7'h  171  i  Kcccived  of  Mr.  McTijainiii  Crabtrce,  Constable,  Thirtle  and  one 
pounds  six  shilling's  ami  (■i;,dit  pcuce  in  full  uf  what  he  was  ordered  for  to  pav  to  me  ou  the  account 
of  the  town  rate  for  the  year  1714.     I  say 

Uecelve<l  by  me, 

Matthew  Short. 

As  this  amount  was  more  than  tiu;  oncthinl  money  payment  per  year  agreed  ujion,  it  would  seem 
that  the  produce  portion  may  have  fallen  oiT  In  proportion.  Little  more  reganling  this  matter  wa^ 
found  e.vccptlui,' that  on  the  date  upon  which  thi-  rccidpi  was  >;ivcn  a  committee  of  founcon  was 
chosen  to  confer  with  the  chuich  and  nuike  an  elTort  to  heal  the  dl.^scnsions  between  the  chiir<h  and 
Mr.  Short,  the  cause  of  the  trouble.-^  liavtnt;  been  noticed.  All  such  cirorts  seem,  however,  to  have 
been  unavailing. 

>  Some  of  these  foits  relatlnK  to  Mr.  Short  are  from  Information  furnished  by  the  late  Hon.  EMU 
Ames,  of  Canton,  Mass. 
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according  lo  the  vote,  tliiity  feet  square  and  stood  on  the  spot  where  the  hall 
of  the  Agricultural  Society  formerly  stood,  tliis  lot  having  been  given  to  the 
town  by  Lieutenant  Moses  Read  for  public  puri)Oses. 

In  October,  1711,  tiie  town  gave  the  committee  "full  power  to  finish  tiie 
meting-hons  within  and  without,  makeing  of  Dors  Laying  of  a  tloore, 
raakeing  of  sects,  makeing  of  a  pulpit  and  glazing  of  the  windows,  and  all 
the  finishing  work  except  the  galories."  August,  1712,  the  committee  was 
empowered  "  to  finish  said  mceting-hous,  with  gallories  or  any  other  finishing 
work,  and  Likewise  at  tlic  same  time  agreed  with  Joseph  Ingraham  to  give 
him  ten  shillings  for  one  year  to  Look  after  the  meeting-hous,  to  sweep  it 
and  keep  it  clean."  Four  years  later  the  price  for  this  work  had  advanced  to 
thirteen  shillings  per  year. 

In  171o  a  ministerial  barn  was  built  by  order  of  the  town. 

The  second  minister  in  town  was  Kev.  Kbenezer  White.  He  was  chosen 
by  the  people  July  IS,  1715.  August  27,  1716,  "the  town  very  unani- 
mously agreed /our'  pounds,  and  he  himself  to  provide  himself  firewood,  the 
one  half  in  money  and  the  other  half  in  grain  or  beef  or  pork  or  butter  or 
cheese  all  good  and  merchantable  at  current  price  with  us.  This  to  be 
annually." 

Mr.  White  was  the  son  of  James  White',  of  Dorchester,  ^Fass.  He  was 
born  July  3,  1G85,  and  baptized  July  12.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1704.  He  was  ordained  here  October  17,  1716,  having  supplied 
the  pulpit  for  some  time  previous  to  his  settlement.  He  was  minister  of  the 
town  eleven  years  and  remained  here  till  his  deatli,  Septeml)er  4,  1726. 
So  far  as  appears,  he  gave  general  satisfaction.  He  married  Abigail  Paine 
and  had  several  children — Hannah,  who  married  Joseph  Guild,  November 
11,  1741  ;  INIartha,  Edward,  Experience,  and  Thankful,  and  two  others  who 
died  infants. 

Besides  his  regular  salary,  Mr.  White  acquired  a  title  to  the  ministerial 
farm  and  house,  so  called,  by  having  remained  the  town  minister  the  length 
of  time  required  by  the  grant. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase,  September  16, 
1707,  it  was  unanimously  voted  "  that  the  surveyors  with  the  major  part  of 
the  committee  should  forthwith  lay  out  a  hundred  acres  of  land  within  said 
Purchase,  which  shall  l)c  the  first  settled  minister's  in  Attleborough,  that  con- 
tinueth  to  be  their  minister  for  the  space  of  seven  years  ;  said  land  to  be  said 
minister's,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever."  —  N.  P.  liec.  2d  Hook,  p.  3. 
Laid  out  and  recorded  Ist  Book,  p.  197-109. 

Several  other|  grants  and  gifts  have  been  made  to  the  town  for  the  use  of 
the  ministry. 


>  This  sum  Id  so  small,  the  record  must  be  erroneous.    Probiibly  the  four  should  be  forty,  cvcu  then 
a  smaller  salary  than  was  paM  to  the  former  minister.  —  Editor. 
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The  iniiiisk'i-iul  lot,  which  has  Ijclmi  a  subject  (jf  so  much  controvci'sv  in 
niocleru  days,  was  grautod  at  an  adjourned  iueetin<^  of  tiie  proprietors  liekl  at 
Kehoboth  June  2!),  1(I!S5,  in  tlie  words  following-:  "It  was  likewise  voted 
and  agreed  upon  (ueuiine  oontradicente,)  that  a  hundred  acres  of  land  he 
forthwith  laid  out  at  the  Seven  Mile  River,  where  Rice  Leonard's  lot  was.  and 
as  near  adjacent  as  may  be;  which  said  hundred  acres  of  land  perpetuallv  to 
be  reserved  for  the  ^Ministry." —  IMtohoth  Toirn  Rec.  2(1  B.  p.  4S.  Boianla 
recorded  N.  P.  liec.  1st  B.  p.  107.  Also  see  2d  Vol.  p.  28.  Ministerial  lot 
laid  out  January  .">,  1  727-28. 

As  before  mentioned,  the  lot  where  the  lirst  meetinghouse  stood  was  «>iven 
by  Lieutenant  Moses  Read. 

"Oct.  10,  1712.  Laid  out  to  Lieut.  IMoses  Read  two  acres  of  land  Itv  the 
meetinghouse;  bounded  south,  the  stated  road;  east,  the  foot  of  the  hill  • 
north,  the  land  of  the  heirs  of  Chiistopher  Hall  ;  west,  the  countrv  road. 
The  above  said  land  the  said  J.ieut.  Read  gave  to  the  town  of  Attleborough 
for  public  use  forever,  and  ordered  it  so  to  be  \>ut  on  record,  as  is  attest 
by  me. 

"Danmel  .Smith,  ClerJi." 

It.  N.  P.  Jiec.  1st  n.  p.  302. 
"Allowance  for  a  highway  through  said  lot."- 

It.  N.  F.  Itec.  2d  B.  p.  129. 

November  1,  1734.  "Noah  C'aipenter,  .Sen.  and  Calel)  Hall  of  Attle- 
borough, in  consideration  of  love,  good  will  and  affection  which  we  have  and 
do  bear  towards  the  chuicli  and  congregation  of  the  said  Attleborough,  called 
by  the  name  of  the  Presbyterian,  have  given,  granted,  conveyed  etc.  unto 
them  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  that  is  to  be  understood  for  the  especial 
use,  benefit  and  privilege  of  that  society  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  land  con- 
taining about  forty-five  rods,  where  the  new  meeting  house  now  stands, 
bounded  by  the  said  Carpenter's  and  the  said  Hall's  lands  and  by  the  country 
road,"  etc.  — 7?.  ^V.  P.  liec.  2d  B.  p.  120,  and  120.  March  lo,  172.'>, 
the  town  passed  the  following  resolution  :  "  Where  as  there  is  a  Church  New 
settled  in  ye  Town  of  Attle.  Connnonly  Called  a  i)resbcterian  Church  which 
all  Inhabitants  of  ye  Town  are  by  ye  Law  of  this  province  obliged  to  support 
and  whereas  there  is  sume  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  Town  that  Do  belong  to 
other  Churches,  who  Differ  from  ye  sd  Church  in  Attleboro :  in  their  princa- 
bles,  and  ye  Inhabitants  of  sd  Attleboro  being  Desirous  to  Treat  them  as  they 
themselves  should  be  willing  to  be  Treated  in  such  Like  Cause,  arc  freely 
willing  that  all  such  persons  as  Now  Do  or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  other 
Churches  of  Diferent  princaplcs  as  aforesd.  Shall  be  freed  from  bearing 
Cost  &  Charge  with  ye  Rest  of  3'e  Inhabitants  of  sd  Town  Respecting  ye  Sup- 
port of  Ye  Church  in  Attlebor',  provided  that  all  such  persons  Belonging  to 
other  Churches  as  aforesd  Do  Make  it  appear  to  ye  select  Men  of  sd  Town 
in  the  month  of  August  yearly  as  they  shall  be  aded  to  any  other  Churches  as 
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nforesd  :  J>v  Bringing  Cortifioats  from  ye  Elders  or  Tccliers  of  ye  Respectivily 
belong  to  that  they  do  belong  to  their  Churcii  or  Churches  and  arc  in  fnll 
Communion  with  them  ;  and  this  vout  is  to  be  in  force  until!  ye  Town  by  a 
vote  shall  make  Void  ye  Same." 

October  11,  172(t.  "And  then  ye  Town  voted  that  they  would  Cliouxe 
some  persons  of  ye  Town  to  .loyn  with  such  persons  as  ye  Church  in  sd 
Town  should  ai)poiiit  to  he  a  Committee  to  Taive  Care  &  provide  a  suitaljle 
person  to  bu  a  pasture  or  minister  of  ye  Church  i*t  Town  :  tliat  is  to  Take 
Care  until!  sucii  Time  as  a  vote  of  sd  Ciiuicli  cV  'J'own  sliall  !)e  Necessary  as  to 
ve  Kesettlement  of  a  Gospel  minister  in  sd  Town."  Four  persons  were 
chosen  from  tlie  cluirch,  namely:  Deacon  Jc)Iin  Fuller,  Deacon  jMayhew 
Daggett,  Mr.  Benjamin  Slack,  ]N[r.  Snnuicl  Tyler;  and  four  from  the  town, 
namely  :  Captain  Daniel  Kead,  Captain  .John  Foster,  IMr.  Samuel  Day,  Mr. 
Noah  Carpentei'. 

"  On  ye  Last  Day  of  June  Anno  Domini,  17:^7.  at  a  meeting  held,  the  Town 
Did  unanimously  Concur  with  the  Churche's  vote  in  ye  Choice  of  yc  sd  Mr. 
Habijah  "Weld  to  be  their  minister."  He  was  to  receive  "  one  Jiundrcd  pounds 
iu  money  or  in  Bills  of  papei'  credit t  yearly  During  ye  Term  of  his  Natural 
Life  in  ye  "Work  of  the  ministry  within  sd  Town,  and  Likewise  ye  ministerial 
Lott  the  house  &  Barn  and  all  other  privileges  to  the  same  belonging  during 
the  above  term  —  and  for  his  further  encouragement  the  town  doth  freely 
agree  and  vote  ;  that  they  will  give  to  the  said  IMr.  "Weld,  two  hundred 
pounds  iu  money,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  ix^uiids  iu  money  and  fourty  acres 
of  land  lying  on  each  side  the  road  between  the  meeting  house  and  David 
Fullers,  either  of  which  he  the  said  iNIr.  Weld  shall  ye  cause  to  accept  of  and 
it  is  further  voted  and  agreed  that  the  hundred  pounds  al)0ve  said  is  all 
wages  to  hold  ye  same  in  valine  as  it  is  this  day.  Allowing  paper  creditt  at 
fourteen  shillings  for  one  ounce  of  silver  and  so  to  rise  or  fall  as  paper  creditt 
shall  rise  or  fall  in  proportion  as  above  said  "  — 

Just  before  Mr.  Weld  came  the  town  voted  to  choose  a  committee  "  to 
repair  ye  ministerial  house  and  fence." 

Mr.  AVeld  accepted  the  pastorate  in  the  following  manner ;  — 

AttlkhoijuuGU,  Seiiteiubcr  2b:,  1727. 
To  tlie  Cburcli  ami  people  of  Cluireli  in  Attleboroiiuli 

Greeting,  "Wlieieas  ye  liave  maiiife^totl  your  Love  to  ami  llospect  for  me  in  C'boo^im,'  luc 
for  ye  pasturial  olliee  ainonir  you,  (XotwillistamJiii?;  my  un\vortli>iie.-.s  of  your  E>teeui,  aiul 
of  an  employ  in  a  work  ^o  Sacn'il  ami  Honoralile,)  I  \H>  now  te-tily  my  Cratituile  to  \ou  for  yo 
IJcspect  shewn  me  and  my  <_'iim]iliaiice  with  yiuir  Uei|ue>t  to  >cttle  witli  you  upon  ye  TeriU'* 
you  have  proposed:  i>ut  in  Ca>e  m>  Neee>»itics  sliould  im-reast;  ui>on  nie,  >o  that  my  Salaiy  be 
Insutrieient  for  my  ^[aintainam-e  I  shall  Depend  upon  you  for  ye  addition  of  what  shall  be  Cou- 
venient  for  my  <.'omfortal)le  ainl  Honorable  Sub>.islanee  Durim,'  my  t'ontinuanee  with  \<.n\  as  a 
ministor  of  yo  (;os|)el.  and  inasmueh  as  ye  have  (Jenorously  u'rantinl  nic  'JOO  pounds  money,  or 
H  Hundred  and  lifty  pounds  in  money  and  40  aeres  of  Land  for  a  settlement,  and  have  i,'iveii  ine 
ye  Libcrtyof  (  housini:  that  whieli  shall  be  most  .aLrreeable  to  me,  i  Do  now  Declare  that  I  make 
Choice  of  ami  shall  Gratefully  accept  of  Land  with  ye  150  pounds  in  money,  and  as  ye  have 
made  such  provision  for  my  Support  while  1  shall  Continue  amon;.,'  you  so  I  shall  think  it  my 
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Duty  to  Lay  out  myself  to  ye  utmost  of  my  ul.ility  to  promote  your  >i)iritual  an.|  Ft^rnal  «,. 
fare.     I  am  .•.cnsihic  of  my  own  weakn.Ns  aixl  inability  to  Disdiar-e  yc  Duties  of  yi^.n.hVx^^!'--^ 
oflice;  hut  my  l)ei..Mulanee  is  upon  ye  Grace  of  CJoJ  wliieii  I  hope  will  !„•  sullicie'iit  f.,r  J..!'   i 
beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers  that  yo  Go-l  of  all  -raee  woul.i  furnish  me  with  all  t},',-^  ^ /. 
and  Graces  of  his  spirit  as  shall  lie  >uHicient  to  liend.r  mc  an  able  as  well  as  a  faithful  mi  J.'.^ 
of  ye  New  Testament,  ami  it  shall  he  my  Constant  ]{e.iue>t  at  ye  Throne  of  Gra'-'-  tlnt'i",*'i 
will  make  Continual  adilitions  to  this  Church  of  such  as  Shall  he'save.l  whilst  1  am\.,ur   in' 
Service  of  ye  Gospel.  Hat:ij..b  V.M.' 

Rev.  3Ir.  Wold  was  the  tliiid  minister  of  Attleborough  :iik1  was  distil!- 
guislied  for  bis  usefulness  in  the  ministry  und  highly  respected  as  a  man  l.oih 
at  home  und  abroad.  [le  united  to  an  uncommon  degree  tlie  aflfootioiis  (,f 
his  people  for  the  long  period  of  nearly  lifty-llve  years  during  whicii  he  wa-^ 
their  pastor,  lie  was  a  man  of  talents  and  respectable  acfiuiremeiits  an-l 
was  extensively  known.      His  character  deserves  a  more  particular  notice. 

He  was  born  in  Dunstable,"  Mass.,  .September  2,  1702,  the  son  of  Kev. 
Thomas  Weld  and  IMary  Savage,-  his  secoixl  wife.  He  graduated  at  Cam- 
bridge University  in  172o  and  was  ordained  3  j.astor  of  the  First  Clmrcli  aiM 
congregation  in  this  town,  October  1,  1727.  He  died  May  14,  17>2,  in  llio 
eightieth  year  of  his  age  and  the  fifty-fifth  of  his  ministi-y.  The  follnw- 
ing  notice -1  of  his  character  is  extracted  froin  a  comminncation  in  Dr.  Dv:i>,hi'., 
Travels,  from  the  Hon.  David  Daggett,  latQ  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Connecticut  and  Senator  in  Congress. 

'*  Mr.  Weld  was  al)Ove  I'ather  than  below  the  middle  stature ;  he  was 
noble  in  form  and  dignified  in  his  dei)ortment,  scrupuh)iisly  polite,  never 
omitting  small  attentions  to  those  al.tout  him,  yet  paying  those  attentions  in 
a  manner  that  never  lessenetl  his  own  dignity."  Dr.  Dagf^ett's  account  &av.s : 
"  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  cori)ulent.  His  constitution  was  vigor- 
ous, and  his  jnind  almost  singularly  energetic.  The  stipend  which  li. 
received  from  his  parishioners  consisted  of  an  annual  salary  of  two  hauiUx\i 
and  twenty. dollars,^  and  the  use  of  a  parsonage  lot,  which  furni.shed  him  witii 
wood,  and  a  little  pasture.  With  his  patrimony  he  i)urchased  a  farm  of  about 
seventy  acres  of  moderately  good  land,  and  a  decent  house.  He  hatl  iifloeii 
children,  ten  of  whom  were  married  during  his  life  and  one  after  his  death. 
The  remaining  four  died  while  young.  This  numerous  family  he  educato<i 
with  the  means  whicii  have  been  mentioned  in  a  manner  superior  to  what  Is 
usually  found  in  similar  circumstances,  entertained  much  company  in  a  stvK> 


>  Sec  Sftva^'o,  Vol.  4,  p.  47J. 

»  She  was  the  (laujrhtcr  of  Habijali  S;iva-e,  whose  niotlicr  was  Hannah,  .laughter  of  tlie  flr;t  E.hvarl 
Tyug.    Mrs.  Wcl.l  itied  .)une  J,  1731.    .She  ia  releneii  to  as  "  aReil  mother." 

'  See  Town  K'eeiMilr.,  .l^l  I!.,  \>.  4.3. 

«  The  (Icscrlptloti  ol  his  personal  appearance  Is  as  j^iven  to  the  author  by  a  great-prandilauirl'tiT  of 
Mr.  Weill.  Her  lather  intcniUd  to  correct  Uie  errors  In  Dr.  Uwlghfs  account,  but  the  liitoiuiou  ».i' 
Dot  fuinilcil. 

»It  woiiUI  seem  that  Mr.  Weld's  "  Necessities."  mentioned  by  autldp.itlon  In  his  letter  of  aceeptaai-c. 
had  Increased  and  In  couseiiucnce  his  salary  also. 
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of  genuine  hospitality,  and  was  always  pieparod  to  contributo  to  tlie  noces- 
sities  of  others. 

"  For  the  rejiulation  of  liis  domestic  concerns  "Mv.  Weld  prescribed  to  him- 
self anil  his  family  a  llxed  system  of  rules,  which  were  invariably  observed 
and  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  pleasantness  and  prosperity  of  his  life.  His 
children,  laborers,  and  servants  su1)mitted  to  them  with  cheerfulness,  and  his 
house  became  the  seat  of  absolute  industry,  peace,  ami  good  order.  IWeak- 
fast  was  on  the  table  pi-ecisely  at  six  o'clock  ;  dinner,  at  twelve  ;  and  supper, 
at  six  in  the  evening.  After  sup[)cr  he  neither  made  visits  himself  noi-  jjcr- 
mitted  any  of  his  family  to  make  them. 

"His  observation  of  the  Sabbath  was  peculiarly  exemplary.  He  i)erinitted 
no  acts  to  be  done  in  his  house  on  that  day  except  such  as  were  acts  of 
necessity  and  mercy  in  the  strictest  sense. 

"Mr.  Weld  was  naturally  of  a  very  ardent  disjiosition.  Yet,  so  entirely  had 
he  acquired  an  ascendency  over  his  temper,  that  a  censurable  or  imprudent  act 
is  not  known  to  haye  been  done  by  him,  nor  an  improper  word  uttered.  To 
vice  and  licentiousness  in  every  foini  he  gave  no  indulgence  eithei'  in  his 
conversation  or  his  pul)lic  instructions.  On  the  contrary,  idleness,  intemper- 
ance, profaneness,  and  all  kinds  of  immoral  conduct  were  reproved  by  him 
with  nudeviating  severity.  His  example  in  the  piactice  of  every  virtue  was 
such  as  to  create  in  all  classes  of  men  entire  veneration  for  his  character.  It 
is  doubted  whether  any  person  ever  uttered  a  reproach  against  INIr.  WeM. 

"Nor  was  his  piety  less  remarkal)le.  Since  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  it  is 
questioned  whether  his  zeal,  fidelity,  and  intrei)idity  in  the  cause  of  his 
divine  Master  have  been  excelled.  During  the  long  period  of  fifty-five  years 
he  was  never  once  detained  from  the  pulpit  by  disease  nor  from  any  other  of 
his  pastoral  duties.  His  prayers  were  wlioUy  formed  by  himself  and  adapted 
with  strict  propriety  to  the  various  occasions  on  which  they  were  made.  They 
were  pertinent,  solemn,  and  imi)ressive.  His  sermons  were  written,  and  were 
usually  delivered  without  variation  from  Iiis  notes.  Yet  at  times  he  addressed 
his  congregation  extemporaneously  in  a  manner  eniinently  forcible  and 
affecting. 

"In  his  parochial  visits  he  was  accustomed  to  address  the  truths  and 
duties  of  the  gospel  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  family  and  never 
lost  sight  of  the  eternal  interests  of  his  congregation.  And,  while  he  admin- 
istered the  balm  of  life  to  the  wounded  spirit,  he  addressed  the  most  solemn 
alarms,  as  well  as  the  most  pungent  reproofs,  to  stul)i)ornness  and  impiety. 

''Mr.  Weld  continued  his  labors  to  the  Sabbath  befoie  liis  death  without 
any  visible  declim-  in  his  powers  either  of  body  or  mind.  On  that  Sabbath 
he  preached  two  sermons  from  these  words  :  '  He  that  belieyeth,  and  is  l)ap- 
tizcd,  shall  be  saved  ;  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  danuied.'  On  tlie 
Tuesday  following  he  rode  in  his  chaise  to  Providence,  ten  miles,  returned 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  walked  into  the  house;   told  his  wife  that 
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he  was  unwell,  iXMiuesteil  her  td  open  :i  window,  as  he  found  a  dillicul-. 
in  breath ini:,  sat  down,  and  instantly  expin-d  of  an  Apoplexy.  So  w,  " 
were  liis  seenlar  eoneerns  arranged  for  his  departure  that  the  settU'in.i  ! 
of  his  estate  cost  less  than  live  dollais.  His  excellent  wife  survived  l,i' 
many  years  and  died  after  she  had  passed  the  aue  of  ninety,  univcrsaH- 
lamented. 

"  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Weld  only  one  of  his  congregation  was  livinLr.  ,,f 
those  who  assisted  in  his  settlement.  His  parishioners  showed  their  senre  ..•' 
'the  loss  which  they  sustained  in  his  death  hy  a  universal  mourniu"-."  ('j'|.,. 
town  voted  to  assume  the'funeral  exi)enses.) 

•'The  house  of  this  oentleman  was  the  resort  of  many  distinsuisla-l 
persons  from  Boston,  ]*i'ovidL-nco,  and  various  other  parts  of  Now  EnolaiKi. 
and  in  uo  house  were  they  received  and  treated  with  more  hospitality.  Ili- 
manners  were  at  once  dignified  and  polite,  and  every  member  of  his  faiiiih 
was  courteous  and  well  hred.  Nothing  was  seen  among  tliem  but  hanu(.ii\ 
and  good  will. 

"That  with  such  an  income  iNIr.  Weld  could  support  so  large  a  family  an.i 
live  in  so  hospitable  a  manner  will  certainly  excite  not  a  little  wonder.  The 
explanation  is  found  in  his  industry,  regulai'ity,  and  exactness  in  all  hi- 
concerns.  Everything  was  managed  in  such  a  manner  that  almost  in  llu 
literal  sense  nothing  was  lost. 

"  '  In  my  opinion,'  adds  Mr.  1).,  '  Mr.  Weld  was  a  more  strict  observer  oi 
the  divine  law  and  more  eminently   holy  than  any    man   whom  I  ever  knew.' 

"'Permit  me  to  subjoin,'  says  Dr.  Dwight.  'that  if  all  clergymen  sii- 
tained  the  same  charactei-  and  lived  in  the  .same  manner  the  world  woulu 
speedily  assume  a  new  aspect  and  its  inli;ibit:ints  a  new  character.'" 

Mr.  Wekl  married'  Mary  Fox,  of  Woburn,  \vho  died  January  7,  171*!),  in 
the  ninety-third  year  of  her  age.  He  had  by  her  tifteen  children,  foiu-  =.'ii- 
and  eleven  daughters,  several  of  whom  were  married,  as  follows  :  Jonathan 
rhilbrook,  of  Boston,  to  Dorothy  Weld,  August  7.  17.3iJ  ;  Kev.  Oliver  Nob!.-. 
of  Newburyport,  to  Lucy  Weld,  Afay  l.'>,  1 7C0 ;  Dr.  Cardee  Parker,  oi 
Coventry,  Conn.,  to  Mary  Weld.  April  1"),  ]  762,  by  Habijah  Weld;  Calf!' 
P'uller,  of  Windsor,  county  of  Ware,  .Elaine,  to  Hannah  Weld,  October  'l^. 
1762;  Rev.  Ezra  Weld  to  Anna  Weld.  February  9,  IICA  ;  Hev.  Cakes  Shaw. 
of  Barnstable,  to  Elizal)eth  Weld,  July  li),  1764;  Kev.  Timothy  Alden.'oi 
Yarmouth,  to  Sarah  Weld,  Novend)er  20,  1770;  Eliphaz  Day,  of  AttK- 
borough,  to  Eunice  Weld. 

Mr.  Weld  was  buried  at  South  Attleborough  within  his  own  parish,  and  hi- 
wife  also.     On  his  gravestone  is  the  following  inscription  : 


"•The-   Rev.  !Mr.  Il.il.ljali  Weld  of  Attleborough,  amX  Miss  Mary  Fox  of  Wonuni,  Intentions  of 
iuaniaj;c  entered  Auj;.  .lotli,  ITis." 
'  Kev.  Oakos  Shaw,  grandfaUicr  of  Charles  .T.  .Shaw. 
'Rev.  Timothy  AMcii  was  the  author  of  American  Epitaphs  In  3  Vols. 
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The  Itemains  of  the  Kev.  II:il)ijali  AVclcl 
M.  A.  lute  tlic  f:\itlifiil.  worttiy  ami  lic- 
lovcil  i)astorol'  the  lirst  Chureli  of  Clirist 
in  Attli,'boroii;;h. 
He  Wiis  1)01-11  Sept.  i^,  1702 
He  was  or.laiiit.il  Get.  l>t.  17'J" 
Ho  (liotl  May  14th,  ITSJ,  in  the  SOth  yoar 
of  his  age,  ami  the  .Vith  of  his  pastorate. 
Farewell,  vain  world,  as  thou  hast  been  to  me, 
■  Dust  ami  a  shadow  —  these  1  leavo  with  tliec, 
The  unseen  vital  sulistanee  I  commit 
To  him  that's  Siibstaiieo,  J.ife,  l.i!,'ht.  Love  to  it. 

The  following;  is  the  inscription  on  his  wife's  jrntvestone :  — 

January  7th,  179!). 
l-)eparted  this  life,  Mrs.  :Mary  Wel<l 
Reliet  to  the  late  ]{ev.  Haliijah  Weld 
of  AttlchorouL^h,  iiithc'.Wd  yearof 

her  a<;e. 

rns?cnger,  aspire  to  her  af,'e. 
,  But  ti)  imitate  her  life 

As  a  real  ornament 
To  the  Chri>tiaii  profession. 

In  1728  a  new  incetinghonse  w:is  l)uilt  by  the  town.  May  18,  17-28,  the 
town  voted  to  enhuire  the  nieetintrlioiise  hy  making  an  addition  of  twenty 
feet  to  the  north  end.  But  in  Septeniher  following  si.xty-two  individuals 
engaged  bv  subscription  to  advance  the  sum  of  £-lM  lOs.,  in  addition  to  their 
proportioirof  the  taxes,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  new  moetnig- 
house,  if  the  town  >vould  agree  to  build  anew,  instead  of  enhirging  the  old 
house.  This  money  was  to  be  paid  within  the  space  of  one  year  and  eight 
months;  and  tiiuber,  boards,  etc.,  these  men  would  furnish  at  the  marketable 
prices,  "  All  which  when  advanced  as  above  sd.  shall  be  for  ye  use  of  ye 
Whole  Town  as  absolutely  as  though  the  Town  by  a  Tax  had  done  sd.  work." 

The  town  accordingly  voted  Noveml)er  28,  1728,  to  build  a  new  meeting- 
house and  ordered  it  to  be  tiflv  feet  in  length,  forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  of 
a  suitable  height  for  one  tier  of  galleries,  and  that  it  "  shall  stand  on  a  little 
hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pound,  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  rods  from  the  old 
meeting  house."  It  was  also  voted  -  that  those  parts  of  the  town  which  may 
be  hereafter  set  off  as  a  precinct  or  town  shall  have  the^  money  repaid  to 
them,  which  thev  now  pav  towards  the  new  meeting  house." 

The  town  constituted  one  parish  until  April  7,  17i;).  when  it  was  divided 
into  ''two  distinct  and  separate"  parishes  or  precincts  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature.     The  west  constituted  the  JlrsU  and  the  east  the  second  precinct. 

KXTKACTS    1-KOM    THK    KK<<>i;i>s;    <>K    THIC    KIKST    rAHISH. 

The  ministerial  house  and  lands  were  sold  in  17:57. 

September  IS,  1714.  The  sum  of  1-12  Ms.  was  granted  to  the  second 
precinct.     This  was  probably  a  part  of  their  share  in  the  meetinghouse. 
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March  27,  1777.'  The  sidary  of  their  minister,  Mr.  Weld,  was  l'G6 
13s.  4(1.  September  21,  177;».  Voted  to  raise  Kev.  Mr.  Weld's  salary  to 
$000.  Paper  currency  was  much  depreei:ited.  Seiitember  ■}'.),  1779,  voted  to 
double  his  salary   for  the  year. 

March  2.s,  17S0.  A  meeting;  wus  called  "  lo  see  if  tlie  Precinct  will 
apply  to  some  one  to  assist  Mr.  Weld,  in  the  woik  of  the  ministrv,  under  his 
present  indisposition  of  body,"  etc.  "  Voted  that  the  two  Deacons  see  that 
the  puli)it  is  supplied  in  case  I\Ir..  Weld  is  unable  to  preach."  Any  labors  iu 
this  direction  were  unnecessaiy,  as  has  been  seen. 

June  3,  1782.  A  meetin<;-  was  iield  ••  to  see  if  the  Precinct  will  agree  to 
pay  tlie  funeral  chai«>es  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Weld,  late  of  Attle)>orongh. 
deceased."  Tliis  was  done.  2d.  "  To  see  if  tlie  Precinct  will  choose  a 
connnittee  to  seek  a  supply  occasioned  by  the  death  of  our  late  Pastor." 

Frou)  this  time  till  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Wilder  in  17!H»  —  nearly  eight 
years  —  the  parish  was  destitute  of  a  settled  minister.  The  people  were  very 
much  divided  on  this  subject.  Many  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to 
settle  a  minister;  numerous  candidates  were  called,  but  t!ie  peoi)le  could 
make  no  choice.  They  harl  been  long  united  and  harmonious  under  the 
mhiistry  of  INlr.  Weld  ;  some  diversity  of  opinion  and  alienation  of  feeliuff 
vere  to  be  exi)ected  after  so  long  a  calm. 

Angnst  27,  1782.  Voted  ''to  hire  Rev.  IMr.  INforey  six  weeks  longer." 
October  30,  1782,  a  meeting  was  called  "  to  see  if  the  Precinct  will  give  Mr. 
Morey  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry."  1st.  "Voted  to  give  him  a  call." 
2d.     "  Voted  to  re-consider  it." 

Febiuary  20,  1783.  Voted  "  to  treat  with  a  committee  in  second  Precinct 
relative  to  IMini-sterial  Lands."  There  was  a  dispute  between  the  two  parishes 
for  a  long  time  in  regard  to  their  relative  rights  to  these  lands,  which  was 
finally  termintited,  I  l»elieve,  by  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  the  second  parish. 
At  the  same  meeting,  "voted  to  hire  Rev.  1\\\\  P>radford  three  months." 
Voted  "  to  buy  one  hundred  sermons,  delivered  l>y  Rev.  ;Mr.  Thacher,' on  the 
death  of  Rev.  :Mr.  Weld."  Voted  -to  apply  to  Rev.  :Mr.  Spalding,  of  Kil- 
lingly.  Conn,  to  come  and  preach  a  few  weeks."  August  18,  1783.  Voted 
*' to  send  to  the  President"  of  Vale  College  to  send  us  a  candidate."  He 
accordingly  sent  them  a  young  man  who,  it  appears,  was  not  aeceptal>Ie. 
October  29,  1783.  "Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  consult  lawyer  Brad- 
ford''  concerning  the  I\Iinistcrial  Lands." 

"Tlic  last  mci'tiii},'  iiinltr  the  I'rovliicial  Goveriimoiit  —  March,  ITTfi  —  was  warncil  as  usual  "In  tin' 
name  of  liis  M:i.ii«ty,  tlie  Kin-,'  of  KniilaiKl,"  etc.;  liut  the  next  oik-,  17th  Scptoinlier,  was  waiticil  "  I" 
the  iianii'  of  tho<c  Stales,  aixl  in  hchalf  of  the  koo<1  i>c.>|i1c  of  this  I'roviiice,"  i-lc. 

'The  lirst  settled  mliiMer  of  the  seioiiil  ineelnrl.  It  was  delivcreil  liefi.re  .Mf.  U'cM's  iiarishloiicrs 
the  Sahliath  aHer  his  tie.ith,  and  iiulili-hed. 

■■'Hev.  .N'apiitali  DaK'^'eii,  of  iliis  town,  which  Is  the  ixason  of  their  apjilic-itioii  to  lilui. 

<Thls  RiailfKid  was  afterwar.U  I.lculeiiant-tJoveinor  of  Ifhoile  Nlantl,  a  man  very  iwipular  at  th;it 
time  In  his  |>rofessloii.  He  was  a  ilcscemlant  of  Go\eiiior  r.railfonl.  See  .Mr.  IJy>ler's  UIOKraphlf-il 
Notice. 
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December  15,  178o,  Rev.  j\Ir.  IJritt  was  preaching  as  a  candidate;  subse- 
quently Kev.  IMr.  Avery,  tlicn  a  INIr.  March,  INIr.  Hart,  of  Preston,  Conn., 
]\Ir.  Damon,  IMr.  PUnn.  "  Voted  to  send  for  IMr.  IlnntinGjton  to  preach  for 
us."  Before  tiie  ari'ival  of  IMr.  "Wilder  many  othei-  names  of  candidates 
appear.  So  irreconcilable  were  the  feelings  or  opinions,  or  both,  of  the 
parish  that  it  seemed  next  to  impossible  to  make  a  selection.  So  great 
was  the  distress  of  the  people  amidst  their  divisions  that  they  at  last 
appointed  a  "■  Fast  on  account  of  their  present  dilliculties."  In  tliis  they  hit 
upon  the  right  expedient,  for  it  seemed  to  have  a  very  happy  effect,  as  they 
soon  after  agreed  on  a  candidate,  the  Kev.  John  "Wilder,  who  at  a  meeting 
January  4,  1700,  gave  an  answer  accepting  the  proposals  of  the  parish, 
which  terminated  tlieir  long  and  troublesome  contest. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  Itorn  in  Templcton,  Conn.,  March  I'i,  17o8.  His  parents 
were  Jonas  and  Klizaboth  ^Vilder,  who  ren)0ved  to  Lancaster  (N.  H.?)  iu 
177G.  He  graduated  at  Dartmoutli  College  in  1784,  studied  theology  with 
Dr.  Hart,  of  Preston,  Conn.,  and  was  ordained  here  January  27,  1700. 
The  sern)on  was  preached  by  Kev.  Dr.  Levi  Hart,  his  theological  instructor, 
and  was  published  Septenjljcr  2,  1700.  I\[r.  AVilder  married  Esther  Tyler, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Samuel  Tyler,  of  Preston,  Conn.  She  died  January 
19,  1811.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Austin,  of  New  Hartford, 
Conn.,  sister  of  Dr.  E.  D.  Criflin.  She  died  at  Austingburg  in  March,  1847, 
aged  seventy-two. 

Mr.  "Wilder  published  several  addresses:  "A  Discourse  on  the  Federal 
Fast,"  delivered  May  0,  1798,  printed  by  Nathaniel  and  P)enjarani  Heatou 
at  "Wrentham  ;  an  "  Address  to  the  Attleborough  Agricultui-al  Society,"  etc., 
delivered  February  22,  ISO.'j,  printed  at  Providence  by  Heaton  and  Williams  ; 
a  funeral  sermon  on  the  deatli  of  Elisha  May,  November,  1811  ;  "A  Funeral 
Discourse  on  the  Death  of  Dea.  Lane." 

Mr.  Wilder  was  dismissed  Nf)veml)er  28,  1822.  He  had  been  the  settled 
minister  of  the  parish  upwards  of  thirty-two  years.  He  died  February  12, 
18o6.  He  left  numerous  children.  One  daughter,  Eliza,  married  Hon. 
Lcnmel  May,  of  this  town.  She  died  in  18;il,  aged  tiiirty-uine.  Mr. 
Wilder  was  buried  in  this  town,  and  Rev.  Elisha  Fiske,  of  Wrentham, 
preached  his  funeral  sermon.  The  inscription  on  his  gravestone  is  as 
follows  :  — 

Kev.  John  "WiMiT, 

All  able  iiiiil  tkvotcil  Mini^ll  r 

of  .Je-us  C'lici>t,  ami  lor 

more  than  '.I'i  ytar>. 

Pastor  of  the  I'ir^t 

CoiifTfiirational  (  Imiili 

in  tlii>  ton  n. 

Dieil  Fel..  I'Jtli.  IS^d. 

Aircil  77  vears. 
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To  liim  succeeilea  Rev.  Tliomas  Williams,  foniieily  of  Connecticut,  wbo 
was  installed  September  2;».  1824.  Ilis  connection  with  the  parish  was 
dissolved  December  11,  1827. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  Rev.  Charles  J.  AV^men,  who  was  ordaiiK.l 
February  28,  1828,  and  dismissed  .luly  9,  I8;i0.  He  died  in  New  York  in 
1883,  aged  eighty-six. 

After  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Warren,  Rev.  Mv.  Chapin  became  the  pastor. 
He  was  over  the  church  from  l.s;)(J  to  18.];).  To  him  in  the  latter  vear  suc- 
ceeded the  Rev.  Samuel  Colburn.  He  died  in  New  York,  December  19,  IS.Vl. 
Rev.  Mr.  Ober  was  the  pastor  in  l-s;;7. 

Rev.  John  M.  11.  Bailey  was  the  next  pastor.  He  was  born  in  Dunbartou, 
N.  H.,  June  o,  1807,  the  son  of  William  and  Susannah  ]'>ailey.  He  spent 
some  years  in  the  family  of  his  uncle,  Rev.  Abraham  Rurnham,  d.d.,  of 
Pembroke.  From  an  early  age  he  earnestly  desired  to  ol)tain  a  collegiate 
education  and  to  enter  one  of  the  learned  professions.  He  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  a  time  under  great  ditliculties,  both  from  ill  health  and  restricted 
means,  and  linally  abandoned  the  idea  of  a  college  course  and  entered  a  law- 
yer's olllce  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  instead  of  com- 
mencing the  practice  of  the  law,  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  to  study  for  the  ministry.  He  remained  there  four  years. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Suffolk  North  Association,  April  23,  1839. 
After  a  time  he  came  to  this  parish  to  preach  as  a  candidate  and  soou 
received  a  call  to  become  pastor  of  the  church. 

He  was  ordained  heie  December  30,  1840,  Professor  Warner,  fiora  Gilman- 
ton, coming  to  preach  the  sermon.  His  ministry  lasted  but  ten  vears,  and 
during  all  that  time  his  feeble  health  was  the  cause  of  hindrances  and  inter- 
ruptions in  his  work.  At  the  end  of  the  tenth  year  he  resigned  his  charge, 
the  resignation  being  sent  to  the  society  from  his  sick-room.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 24,  IS.jI,  after  a  protracted  and  painful  illness. 

He  married  in  1841  Sarah  31.,  daughter  of  Deacon  Caleb  Johnson,  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.  She  died  at  Wallaston,  Elaine,  June  7,  188.3,  and  was 
buried  in  jMount  Hope  Cemetery  l)y  the  side  of  her  husl)and. 

Mr.  Bailey  prei)ared  an  address  for  the  consecration  of  3Iount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, which  took  place  July  2,  18.J0.  This  was  read  on  the  occasion,  li>^ 
being  too  feel)le  to  deliver  it  himself.     After  his  death  it  was  published. 

Rev.  Mr.  Blodgett,  of  Pawtucket,  in  preaching  ."\Ir.  Bailey's  funeral 
sermon,  said:  "He  had  done  his  work.  And  our  wonder  is,  that  he  was  S'> 
long  enabled  to  sustain  at  all  the  labors  of  the  ministry,  and  to  accompli>'i 
as  much  as  he  did.  He  was  a  man  of  nioJoubted  piety.  The  most  intimati- 
and  familiar  acquaintance  has  left  the  conviction  undoul)ted,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  deep  religious  experience,  of  ardent  and  thorough  piety. 

"  The  tleceased  was  candid,  eautions,  and  conscientious  in  his  judgment  oi 
men,   their  opinions,  character,   motives  and   acts.     Holding  his  own   view> 
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Avith  a  sufliciont  firmness  ami  self-reliance,  he  would  tolerate  a  difference  of 
views  in  others,  without  severe  reprehension,  or  cold  repulsion. 

'*  A  favorite  object  with  him,  not  only  foi'  the  accommodation  of  iiis  own 
family,  but  for  the  good  of  the  diurch  and  society,  and  the  comfort  of  his 
successors  in  the  pastoral  olllce,  was  the  erection  of  a  parsonage.  This 
object  he  lived  to  see  accomplished  very  much  to  iiis  raind,  in  tlie  connnodious 
house,  from  which  he  was  carried  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  the  living, 

"  His  services,  as  a  prcaclier,  in  all  tiie  pulpits  of  this  vicinity,  were  ever 
highly  aecoptahle  an<l  ciediUd»le  l)()lh  to  liis  intellect  and  his  heart.  In  his 
Association  he  was  a  '  Rrotliei'  beloved  '  and  rospocted  for  Cliristian  candor, 
courtesy  and  benevolence,  —  for  his  exhil)ition  of  so  nuicli  of  the  '  meekness 
and  gentleness  of  Clnist,'  and  for  his  attainments  in  Christian  theology,  and 
religious  experience." 

Mr.  l^ailey  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three,  "universally  respected  and 
much  lamented."  He  had  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  tlie  community,  "  especially  in  the  cause  of  common  school 
education."  As  a  man  his  character  Avas  appreciated  and  his  labors  esti- 
mated at  their  proper  value.  After  his  death  the  ciioice  of  a  lot  was  offered 
Mrs.  Bailey  by  the  i)roprietors  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  A  subscription 
was  started,  to  which  generous  responses  were  made,  sullicieut  to  piocure 
a  handsome  monument.  On  July  2,  18.'>1,  the  anniversary  of  the  dedica- 
tion, his  remains  were  removed  to  tlie  cemetery  "  and  the  monument  erected 
with  appropriate  ceremonies." 

•'It  is  a  shaft,  seven  feet  liigh,  of  wjiite  marble,  and  contains  the  follow- 
ing expressive  insci'iption  :  — 

In  Memory  of 

Rev.  John  .^I.  B.  l?:iiley, 

Pastor  of  tli(!  First  Coni^Tc^^iiIional  Cliurch  in  Attleborougli ; 

Born  in  Dunlmiton.  N.  II.,  .Tnne  .">,  1807, 

Onlaine.l  Dec.  30,  1S40, 

Died  Feb.  --'i.  1S51,  aj^ud  4;!  years; 

Autlior  of  the  Ailiiress  for  tlie  (  onsoeration  of  tliis  Cemetery, 

July  2,  1850. 

Which  now  opens  its  portals  to  enshrine  his  remains 

among  its  earliest  tenants. 

This  Monument  is  erected  by  the  Citizens  of  Attleliorough, 

as  a  token  of  tlu'ir  gratitude  for 

his  services  in  the  cause  of  Ivhnation.  their  high 

respect  for  the  many 

virtues  of  his  inini>terial  and  private  life,  their  deep 

regret  for  his  early  decease,  and  tlieir 

lasting  regard  for  his 

memory. 

'  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  IJightious, 
And  let  niv  last  end  be  like  liis.' '' 


Rev.  S.  B.  Morly  was  ordaiuetl  iiere  July  D.  18.'>1,  and  dismissed  ^larch 
a,  18.^.7. 
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Rev.  ]i.  C.  Chase,  of  CuhkUmi,  Maine,  was  acting  pastor  from  August  2.'5, 
1857,  to  December  25,  1802,  and  Rev.  David  IJiecd  from  March  1,  1863,  to 
March  1,  186G. 

Rev.  II.  P.  De  Forest  came  to  the  church  in  January,  18G7,  and  was  dis- 
missed in  January-,  1869. 

The  next  was  the  present  jjastor,  the  Rev.  Jolui  AVhitehill.  He  was  l)orn 
in  Paisley,  Scotland,  Auifust  11,  1833,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
father's  famil}'  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  airi".  He  fitted  for  collct>e  partly 
under  the  private  instruction  of  Rev.  Georue  A.  Oviatt.  of  Chicopee,  Mass., 
and  partly  at  Monson  Academy,  from  which  institution  he  went  to  Andierst 
College  in  1854.  He  graduated  in  1858  and  went  immediately  to  Aiulover 
Theological  Seminary,  gi-adiiating  from  there  in  1801. 

Before  leaving  the  seminai'v  he  had  l)een  invited  to  preach  at  the  Congre- 
gational churcli  in  South  AVill)raham,  now  1-Iam{)dcu,  Mass.  He  commenced 
his  labors  there  as  soon  as  his  course  of  study  was  completed,  and  was 
ordained  and  installed  there  Decemljer  11  of  the  same  year,  ISOl.  lu 
1807  he  ottered  his  resignation,  Init  ■withdrew  it  at  the  solicitation  of  liis 
people  and  remained  anotlier  y(!ar.  In  June,  1868,  having  been  again  pre- 
sented, his  resignation  was  accepted. 

After  this  he  preached  for  a  few  months  in  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Liverpool,  N.  Y.  (near  Syiticuse),  but  his  father's  death  in  the  autumn  of 
18G8  recalled  him  to  the  east.  His  labors  in  this  town  began  in  the  spring 
of  18G9,  about  March  28,  a  few  nuMiths  after  his  predecessor,  Rev.  ]\Ir. 
De  Forest,  had  left  the  church. 

Mr.  Whitehill  at  once  identified  himself  with  the  interests  not  only  of  his 
church  and  parish,  Init  with  those  of  the  entire  town.  He  has  been  repeat- 
edly elected  to  positions  of  trust,  and  almost  continuously  since  becoming 
a  resident,  besides  laboring  faithfully  and  acceptably  among  his  own  people. 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  public  work  for  the  town. 

He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  school  committee  in  1870  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  same  until  1875,  in  which  year  he  resigned  the  position.  In 
1883  he  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  continuing  until 
November,  1885,  when  he  again  resigned.  He  was  chairman  of  the  build- 
ing committee  which  in  1881  erected  the  two  town  High  School  buildings- 
and  held  the  same  position  when  in  1881  three  new  buildings  were  erected  of 
a  sulllcieut  capacity  to  acconnnodate  ten  of  the  common  schools. 

In  1882  he  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  and  the 
following  year  was  reelected  to  the  same  ollice.  The  nomination  to  tlii> 
position  was  unsolicited  on  the  part  of  Mi-.  Whitehill.  It  was  entirely  the 
gift  of  his  fellow-citizens,  a  proof  of  tiieir  confidence  and  regard  and  worthy 
of  special  notice  in  these  days  of  vote  buyers  and  public  ollice  speculators. 
November  28,  1801,  Mr.  Whitehill  was  married  to  Clara  J.  Hunt,  of 
Sndburv,    Mass.     She    died    Noveml)er   8,    1805,    leaving   one    son.    I^bvin 
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Hunt  WliiU-liill,  boiii  Octolicr  30,  18G5,  and  :i  graduate  from  Aruhcrst 
College  in  tlie  clnss  of  1S.S7.  I\Iay  4,  l<S(i9,  Mr.  Wliileliill  married  Lizzie 
A.  raniienlcr.  of  Sndhiiry.  Their  eliildron  are  Clara,  born  .Tune  14,  1870; 
Florence,  born  .Tune  1,  1872,  died  .Tuly  .'H,  1873;  Kobert,  born  iNIay  ri,  1874; 
Alfred,  born  July  8,  1870;  ISririam,  born  January  '22,  1879;  "Walter,  born 
April  10,  1881  ;  Hilda,  born  May  3.  1S83  :  Philip,  born  February  10.  1880. 
(Mrs.  Whitehill  died  .lanuary  13,  1890.) 

The  present  meetinghouse  is  the  tliird  in  this  society  and  was  built  in  the 
summer  of  1828,  the  building  before  built,  the  second,  liiiving  stood  just 
a  century.  It  was  dedicated  .Tanuary  1.  1829,  and  is  now  substantially  tlie 
same  as  when  first  erected.  Fxternally  there  have  been  no  alterations,  and 
internally  only  slight  changes,  such  us  removing  jiew  doors,  lowering  the 
pulpit  platforu),  making  space  for  tin.'  large  organ,  and  decorating  with  more 
modern  paint  and  pai)er.  witii  cari)cts  to  correspond,  sucii  as  the  taste  oi  the 
present  daj'  demands. 

Some  of  the  oldtime  customs  of  this  church  and  society  are  still  kept 
up.  Mr.  Henry  F.  iNIay,  who  lias  l>een  chorister  for  many  years,  still  leads 
the  singing  ''on  the  Lord's  day,"  and  Mis.  May  presides  at  the  organ.  Tlie 
annual,  cheerful  social  gatiiering  of  friends  and  former  residents  of  the 
parish  with  the  present  dAvellers  therein  still  continues.  The  mere  mention 
of  the  clambuke  of  Ked  Kock  Hill  will  call  a  host  of  pleasant  recollections 
to  many  minds.  One  lady,  a  native  of  tiie  parish,  but  a  resident  of  tiie  east 
precinct  for  many  years,  tells  with  pride  that  she  lias  attended  twenty-thi'ee 
of  these  gatherings.     May  she  be  s[)ared  to  attend  yet  more. 

A  curious  fact  is  related  of  tiie  old  parsonage  house  in  which  iNIr.  Weld  — 
the  pastor  for  above  half  a  century  —  dwelt.  I\Ir.  Samuel  Dunster,  the 
present  occupant,  when  taking  down  the  great  scjuare  chimney  some  years 
since,  found  in  it  part  of  a  gravestone  with  the  name  Weld  inscribed  upon 
it.  The  conjecture  is  that  "the  stone  must  have  been  spoiled  in  the  mak- 
ing "  and  then  utilized  by  being  built  into  the  house  chimney,  a  conjecture 
entirely  consistent  with  wliat  we  know  of  IMr.  Weld  and,  indeed,  of  the 
times,  when  of  necessity  the  people  literally  fulfilled  the  scriptural  injunction 
to  "  gather  up  the  fragments  that  remain,  that  nothing  be  lost." 

The  Di'apers  still  follow  the  time-honored  fashion  of  having  a  family  gatii- 
ering on  Tlianksgiviiig  Day.  Of  the  fourteen  children  in  the  present  family 
who  livt'd  to  glow  up,  the  youngest  is  over  fifty  yi-ars  of  age  ;  the  oldest  is 
still  living  —  as  are  several  between  —  and  is  still   iiromineut  in  this  society. 

There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  tlie  number  of  the  original  members  of 
the  First  Church.  There  were  upwards  of  thirty  families  in  the  town  at  the 
time  of  its  incorporation.  As  a  larger  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  in  those 
days  were  church  members  than  is  the  case  at  the  present  time,  a  conjecture 
niay  be  made  as  to  the  membership.     Allowing  but  one  and  a  small  fraction 
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to  each  family,  tlicro  may  probably  at  the  foniiatiou  liave  been  about  forty 
inembers  ;  and  seventeen  years  later,  when  the  lirst  minister  was  settled,  tliis 
number  may  have  lieen  somewhat  increased. 

For  thirty  years  this  was  the  only  chnrch  in  town,  and  dnriiiii  that  period 
its  membersliip  doubtless  increasetl  considerably.  Twice  it  lias  dismissed 
quite  a  number  of  its  members  to  form  other  churches  in  town,  as  will  bo 
seen  in  accounts  following.  It  is  still  tlie  oidy  church  "  within  a  radins  of 
about  three  miles,"  but  its  situation  prevents  its  havin<f  large  additions  to  its 
society.  This  is  in  a  less  populous  part  of  the  town  than  formeilv.  Few 
occupations  offer  themselves  there  as  means  of  livelihood  or  of  success  in 
life,  and  therefore  many  of  the  young  people  emigrate. 

The  chnrch  has  at  present  sixty-eight  members,  Avitli  an  average  congrega- 
tion of  one  hundred  and  a  Sabbath-scliool  averaging  an  attendance  of  ninetv- 
five  (1887). 

BETHANY    CHATKL. 

During  the  past  thirty  years  religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  school- 
house  at  South  Attleborough,  it  being  dillicult  for  all  living  there  who  desire<l 
to  do  so  to  attend  the  church  at  "  Old  Town  "  on  account  of  its  distance  from 
the  former  village.  In  1874  a  Sunday-school  was  started  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitehill,  assisted  by  two  young  ladies  of  the  village,  and  in  1882  it  was 
decided  to  commence  raising  a  fund  t(j  build  a  chapel. 

Early  in  the  year  188(!  this  fund  amounted  to  S],''300,  and  at  that  time  laud 
was  given  by  Mr.  William  Coupe.  On  Octol)er  \')  of  that  year  a  society  was 
organized  aud  incorporated  by  law,  calling  itself  the  "  liethany  Chapel  As- 
sociation." Its  president  was  William  Coupe  ;  vice-president,  William  P. 
Shaw;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Damon  A.  AVhite  ;  and  nine  trustees  were 
elected,  three  of  them  being  ladies. 

Generous  hearts  have  prompted  busy  hands,  and  their  earnest,  continued 
work  has  for  its  result  an  attractive  and  siitliciently  commodious  chapel 
building.  It  is  fifty-six  feet  long,  thirty-five  feet  wide,  contains  an  audience 
room  and  a  Sunday-school  room,  over  which  is  a  small  gallery.  It  is  well 
finished,  and  furnished  in  good  taste,  with  all  the  appointments  modern 
demands  now  make  necessary,  including  a  basement  njom  "  for  social  pur- 
poses," with  a  kitchen  convenient,  "  well  supplied  with  all  that  is  necessary 
in  such  a  place." 

The  cost  of  the  building,  furnace,  etc.,  was  So, 900,  of  which  amount  all 
but  81,000  iias  been  paid,  (rifts  above  this  amount  have  been  lu-esented,  of 
fully  S800  in  value.  Besides  giving  the  land,  Mr.  Coupe  gave  the  seats;  3Ir. 
A.  A.  White,  a  handsome  chandelier  of  twenty  lamps,  and  the  wall  lamps; 
the  South  Attleborough  Mission  School  presented  the  organ  ;  and  Mr.  Asa 
Robinson  gave  the  pulpit  chairs.  The  pulpit,  Bible,  bookcase,  and  basement 
furnishings  are  also  gifts.  The  value  of  the  cliapel  and  land  is  .•?.'), 000.  and 
the  people  of  the  village  deserve  irreat  credit  for  their  activity  and  earnestness 
in  tiie  good  work  <^f  ()l)taiiiing  the  so  much  needed  place  of  worship. 
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Tlie  dedication  look  place  on  the  evening  of  Aj)iil  II,  1887,  and  a  large 
audience  from  all  parts  of  the  town,  from  rawtiicket,  I'rovidence,  and  other 
places,  filled  the  l)uildiug.  The  exercises  were  interesting  and  incln<led  nuich 
fine  music.  The  dedication  sermon  was  preached  by  Hcv.  II.  V.  De  Forest, 
of  Taunton.  An  historical  sketcli  was  read  by  JNIr.  Damon  White,  in  which 
among  other  interesting  facts  it  was  stated  that  on  the  first  Sahbatli  in  dune, 
1882,  it  was  announced  in  tiie  Sunday-school  tiiat  fifty  cents  per  week  of 
the  contributions  should  be  given  to  the  Woman's  P>oard  of  Missi<jns.  and  the 
remainder  be  kept  toward  tlie  building  of  the  chapel.  On  that  Sunday  the 
contribution  was  fifty-two  cents.  The  two  pennies  were  compai-ed  to  a  snow- 
ball, which  ever  increases  as  it  rolls,  until  it  finally  becomes  very  laige  ;  and 
so  the  school  had  been  adding  pennies  and  ilollais.  until  at  that  time  the 
''chapel  ball  "  amounted  t()  87()2.")0,  a  large  sum  comi)ared  with  the  small 
beginning  and  the  length  of  time  the  l)all  had  been  rolling. 

So  once  again  the  old  ''  First  Church  "  sends  forth  another  group  of  her 
children  to  work  in  the  "good  old  way"  for  the  world's  welfare,  but  this 
time  —  though  they  have  a  h(>me  of  their  own  —  siie  still  keeps  them,  in  a 
measure,  under  her  own  fostering  care,  and  they  may  still  gather  under  the 
old  roof  which  has  sheltered  tliem  so  long,  near  the  s|)ot  where  our  fathers 
first  gathered  in  Attleborough  for  the  public  worship  of  God. 

EAST    PAHISri.  —  THK    SECOND    CONGREGATIONAL    ClIUKCII. 

This  parish,  by  a  division  of  the  whole  into  two  parts,  was  separated 
from  the  other  April  7,  174;5,  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  yeai's  ago.  This 
was  done  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

The  towns  originally  in  this  State  constituted  the  religious  societies,  but  in 
the  course  of  time,  as  population  increased,  these  were  divided  territorially  — 
and  by  metes  and  bounds  —  and  all  the  iidiabitants  within  these  minutely 
described  territorial  limits  who  had  been  admitted  freemen  were  members  of 
the  societies.  This  was  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  religious  divisions 
among  the  people.  But  in  the  course  of  time  religious  distinctions  arose, 
and  various  provisions  were  made  as  they  became  necessary  to  meet  these 
exigencies. 

The  division  of  this  town  into  two  territorial  parisiies  in  174.")  was  not 
uiade  in  consequence  of  any  religious  differences,  none  such  having  then 
arisen,  but  wholly  on  account  of  the  great  inconvenience  to  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  attending  public  worship  at  such  a  great  distance  from  their 
homes.  This  will  be  readily  understood  when  it  is  remend)ered  that  at  the 
time  of  its  incorporation  and  up  to  this  time,  a  period  of  almost  fifty  years, 
Attleborough  included  Avhat  is  now  Cund»erland,  K.  I., —  an  area  of  over 
seventy  square  miles  in  all,  —  and  the  only  meetinghouse  within  its  limits  was 
the  cue  at  Oldtown,  Avhose  history  has  just  been  traced. 
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The  followin>;  is  tlie  Act '  of  the  Legishiture  I*}'  which  the  East  Parish  was 
formed  :  — 

An  act  of  the  (Jnite  and  Cenanil  Court  of  this  liis  iiiajostic's  province  of  the  m:issachii>ctt> 
JJay  in  New  inglaml  for  making  the  lOiisteriy  part  of  YVttleltorou.gli  and  the  Northeasterly  pari 
of  Ikdioboth  in  to  a  ile.-linet  and  seiierute  pri'cind  aeordinij  to  the  liounds  as  folJoueth  — 
Ik'ginnin;^,'  at  a  hoep  of  stones  heiu^'  the  westerly  uornor  of  the  'I'own  of  Norton  wiiieh  staiuN 
in  tlie  Town  of  Stouj,'iiton  Townsiiip,  from  tlicnee  running,'  westerly  on  Stonghtou  line  till  it 
conies  lo  the  foot  of  the  hill  ealle<l  Ten  mile  hill  — thence  southerly  on  a  straii,'hl  line  two  roi|> 
to  the  west  of  John  Sweets  harn,  tlienee  suiitherly  on  a  straii^hl  line  to  a  rock  in  Ten  mile 
river  —  said  roek  heins,'  a  honnds  between  the  land  of  Henry  Tollman  ;ind  Jacob  Tdc  —  and 
from  thence  southerly  on  a  straiirht  line  till  it  comes  to  a  grate  rock  and  IJIackoak  Tree  stautl- 
ing  near  said  roek  marked  with  the  letter  { H)  which  is  Kast  from  the  Dwelling  huuseof  ISobart 
Titus  in  said  Attleborough  —  from  thenc(!  on  Itehobuth  line  lialf  a  mile.  Then  turning  aud 
running  south  one  mile  to  a  corner  —  Then  turiiirg  ami  running  Kast  one  dcirnje  North  till  it 
meets  or  comes  to  tl)C  Easterly  Bounds  of  the  old  Town  of  Kehoboth  — then  on  a  straight  line 
Northerly  on  said  old  Rounds  to  the  South  Corner  of  the  Town  of  Xorton  IJeing  a  Cedar  Tree 
and  then  Hounding  on  said  Norton  line  till  it  comes  to  the  fii'st  mentioned  Corner. 

In  the  hou-^e  of  Itepresentatives  .Vpril  yeO:  174:1.  IJed  and  voted  that  the  Inhabiiance  of 
the  Easterly  part  of  the  Town  of  Attleborough  with  their  lands  and  Estates  lyinir  within  the 
Boundaries  mentioned  in  the  petition  Together  with  such  of  the  Inhabitance  an<l  tln'ir  Estates 
Lying  in  the  Northerly  i>art  of  ll(;hoboth  as  >hall  signiliif  their  consent  to  go  olF  to  said  prec'inct. 
To  the  par>on  to  be  apointed  their  Clerk  within  six  months  hereafter.  He  and  liereliy  are  set 
ofl' a  distinct  and  scperate  precinct  and  are  vested  with  all  priveledgcs  ami  Imnuinities  that 
other  precincts  are  by  J.aw  Intitled  to:  a<'ordingly  sent  up  lor  concureiice:  T.  Cushiug, 
Speker. 

In  Council  April  ye 
7th  1743 

Read  k  Concur'd 
J.  Willerd,  Sect'ry. 
Consented  to.    W.  Shirley. 

The  fust  iiieetinu'  of  the  parish  was  held  June  6,  17J3.  It  was  called  hy 
Ephraiin  Leonard  and  held  at  Thomas  CV>oper's  house  for  choice  of  olliecrs. 
etc.  Thi>mas  French  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Thomas  Wilmarth  clerk. 
Thomas  Wilmarth,  Thomas  French,  and  David  Shcpardson  were  chosen 
assessors  and  standing  committee.  On  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month  a 
meeting  was  called  "  to  cousider  and  sec  what  the  parish  will  do  in  order  to 
placing  a  meeting  house  for  the  public  worship  of  God.'"  This  is  the  Hrst 
record  of  an  attempt  to  build  a  meetinghouse  in  this  part  of  the  town.  At 
the  same  time  a  committee  was  chosen  "  to  agree  with  ^Ir.  AVillis,  or  some 
other  man  for  the  present."  It  was  also  voted  "to  choose  a  committee  of 
two  who  should  apply,  in  the  first  place,  to  Rev.  Mr.  "Willis,  and  if  he  cannot 
be  obtained,  then  to  Mr.  Head,  and  if  he  cannot  be  obtained,  then  to  Mr.  Peter 
Thacher." 

At  said  meeting  it  was  voted  to  set  their  meetinghouse  on  the  plain  "  whore 
the  roads  meet  or  cross  each  other." 


'Tills  Act  Is  copied  from  the  "Town  Records,"  and  the  use  of  capitals  and  punctuation  followed 
au  there  found,  as  also  Incorrect  spelling.—  Knrroit. 
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It  appears  by  tlie  records  of  the  next  meeting  that  they  had  hired  Mr. 
Thacher  for  a  time.  He  was  the  first  minister  wlio  preached  here.  He  com- 
menced Augnst  20,  17i;>,  l)ut  was  not  or(hiined  and  settled  till  November  30, 
1748,  above  five  years  later. 

September  G,  174:3,  "■Voted  to  procei^d  forthwith  to  l)iiil(l  a  meeting  house 
for  the  public  worship  of  tJod."  The  houst'  was  to  be  thirty-five  feet  square 
and  hi"h  enough  for  one  tier  of  galleries.  A  committee  was  chosen  "  to  carry 
on  the  building  of  said  house,"  consisting  of  the  folhjwing  gentlemen,  namely, 
John  Sweet,  Joseph  Cupron,  Stephen  Wilmarth,  Thomas  Sweet,  and  Obadiah 
Carpenter.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  October  18,  174.",  "voted  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  relating  to  the  dimensions  of  the  meeting  house,  and  to  build 
one  forty-five  feet  long,  and  thirty-five  feet  wide,  and  high  enough  for  one 
tier  of  g.alleries."  This  was  the  size  of  the  house  as  it  was  afterwards 
built.  The  meetinghouse  was  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  but 
the  interior  was  not  finished  till  several  years  subsequently.  One  hundre<l 
and  fifty  pounds  was  appropriated  for  the  Iniilding. 

On  the  1st  of  November  following,  the  parish  made  choice  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  for  their  minister  "by  a  free  vote"  and  agreed  to  give  him  for  a 
salary  forty  pounds  yearly  for  four  years,  and  at  the  end  of  four  years  to 
give  him  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  "  current  money,"  and  also,  for  a  settlement, 
three  hundred  pounds,  "  old  tenor,"  to  be  paid  in  four  years,  that  is,  one  quar- 
ter part  each  year. 

December  21,  1747,  "Voted  to  give  Mr.  Thacher  £G00  old  tenor  for  his 
settlement ;  and  also  25  cords  of  wood  yearly." 

October  28,  1748.  Settled  jSlr.  Thacher's  salary  at  foui'  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  old  tenor,  "reckoning  silver  money  at  fifty-five  shillings  per 
ounce,  and  to  rise  and  fall  as  silver  shall  rise  and  fall,  so  long  as  he  shall 
continue  our  minister."  At  the  same  time  the  parish  "  chose  a  committee  of 
five  to  see  to  the  ordination  of  Kev.  Mr.  Thacher,"  which  took  place  the 
thirtieth  of  the  next  month.  He  continued  the  pastor  until  October  2(1, 
1784,  when  he  was  dismissed  by  vote  of  the  parish.  He  had  a  few  months 
previous  to  his  dismission  suffered  an  attack  of  paralysis,  which  rendered 
him  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  station,  and  of  this  attack  he  died 
September  13,  17<S."),  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  He  preached  in 
this  town  about  forty-one  years  and  was  a  highly  respectable  and  useful 
man. 

He  was  born  in  Middleborough  January  2.0,  171.'),  and  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher,  of  that  place.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1737  and 
was  ordained  in  this  place  November  30,  1748. 

November  31,  174'J,  lie  was  married  to  Bethiah,  oldest  daughter  of  Obcdiah 
Carpenter,  of  this  town,  by  Rev.  Hal)ijah  Weld.  He  had  ten  children,  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  several  of  his  descendants  are  living  in  town 
at  the  present  time. 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  his  coming  to  Attlcborough  to  preach  and  of 
his  ordination  l)y  ]Mr.  Thacher  himself. 

"  Aug.  :^Olh,  174;),  I  came  to  preach  to  the  Professors  and  others,  inhahi- 
tants  of  the  Ivisterly  Precinct  in  Attlcborough,  upon  proljation  for  the  work 
of  a  gospel  minister  ainong  tliem.  Nov.  1st,  thev  gave  me  an  Invitation 
to  settle  among  them  as  such,— Hut  the  death  of  mv  Kov.  and  Ilon'd. 
Father,  April  1711,  at  3Iiddlcl)oro',  and  a.  sad,  unchristian  separation  from 
the  church  at  Attlehoro'  '  together  with  some  discouragements  of  mv  own, 
prevented  me  giving  an  answer  in  the  aflinnative,  till  Sept.  23,  1718. 
Nov.  .'?(),  A  Council  of  six  Churches,  viz.  The  First  Churcli  of  Christ 
in  Plj-moulh,  the  lirst  and  second  of  Wrcntham,  tlic  Church  in  Attlel)oro', 
the  church  at  Taunton,  and  the  lirst  Cliuicli  of  Christ  in  Middlehorough, 
convened  at  the  house  of  ^Ir.  Ohailiah  Carpenter  in  the  I'^ast  Precinct  in 
Attleboro'  al  the  desire  of  the  Brethren  there  for  the  purpose  expressed  iu 
their  Letter  of  the  eighth  instant.  The  Council  opened  with  piayer,  half  after 
teu  of  the  clock  A. INI.  After  which  the  Council  proceeded  to  examine  me  as 
to  my  religious  principles,  and  experiences,  and  motives  to  the  Work  of  the 
ministry  in  geueral,  and  in  this  place  particularly,  which  being  gone  through 
I  retired,  and  in  a  little  time  was  informed  by  a  messenger  from  the  Council, 
that  they  had  voted  to  })rocced  to  tlie  Oidiiiation.  Immediatel}-  we  went  to 
the  INIeetiug  house,  a  little  before  or  about  iwelve.  The  meeting  was  opened 
with  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  I^lias  Havens.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  ^Messenger 
at  my  desire  preached  a  Sermon  —  from —  [text  not  given].  Tlie  Rev.  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Leonard  presided  in  the  <S(Aeinn  Eiiihodiibuj  of  the  Church  declared 
to  be  the  Second  regularly  constituted  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  iu 
Attleboro',  and  then  Solemnly  gave  me  the  Charge  of  Them,  while  his  own 
and  the  hands  of  the  Rcv.s  ^Messenger,  AVeld,  and  llaveub  were  imposed. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Weld  gave  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship." 

"  Rev.  iNIr.  Thacher.  descended  from  a  pious  and  honored  ancestry." 
The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  of 
Salisbury  (Old  Sarum),  England,  and  it  is  said  was  prevented  from  emigrat- 
ing to  tills  country,  himself,  only  by  sickness  iu  his  family.  He  was  pastor  of 
St.  Edmunds  churcli  in  that  phice  from  \{V1>  to  ir.40.  the  year  of  his  death. 
The  epitaph  on  his  gravestone  in  the  old  churehyard  tiiere  reads  thus:  '"  He 
was  a  laborious  minister  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
people  of  St.  Edmunds,  by  the  space  of  XIX  years."  An  intimate  friend, 
one  Fiancis  Dove,  added  to  this  inscription  :  "  Let  not  men  move  his  bones. 
F.  D." 


«Tlil8  must  refer  lo  a  churcli  which  came  Into  cxl.*tciirc  In  tills  town,"  with  the  name  of  the  Separa- 
tists, over  whlcli  Mr.  Daniel  Sheiiard-on  ^vas  onlalnoil,  .Taniiary  -.'0,  1747."  This  reference,  foiin«l  in 
a  lilstorloal  sketch  of  Uie  church  |>n|.arcil  l)y  rhc  pa-tor,  Kev.  Mr.  Crane,  for  the  cmtiMinlal  cclelT.t 
tlon,  Is  the  only  one  seen  hy  the  cilltor.  Probably  these  Separatists  hail  but  it  short  existence  a-*  » 
society. 
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This  IJev.  Peter  Thaclier's  sou  Tlioiims  came  to  this  couutiy  in  IG^,")  with 
iiu  uncle.  He  was  then  fifteeu  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard 
College  and  subseciuently  hecame  the  first  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Ciunch 
in  Boston.  His  sou  Peter  became  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Milton,  this 
State. 

Peler,  the  son  of  Peter  of  Milton,  was  the  third  minister  of  IMiddleborougli. 
He  married  Mary  Prince,  of  Sandwich,  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Peter, 
the  first  minister  of  the  second  parish,  this  town,  \vas  the  third  child  and 
oldest  sou.  A  younger  son,  Oxenbridge  Tliacher,  was  "  an  attorney  of  emi- 
nence" in  Boston.  Of  him  President  John  Adams  said  :  "  He  was  the  second 
who  gave  tlie./n-.s/  impulse  to  the  Ball  of  ludependeuce,  the  first  being  James 
Otis." 

"The  descendaut  of  such  an  honored  ancestry,  Mr.  Thacher  is  the  progeni- 
tor of  a  list,  reaching  now  to  tlie  third  and  fourth  generation  of  those  wlio 
profess  the  same  faith,  and  some  of  whom  are  culled  to  preach  the  same 
precious  gospel." 

Mr.  Thacher  published  a  "Discourse  on  the  Death  of  Kev.  Mr.  "Weld," 
which  has  been  reprinted.  A  small  volume  of  his  sermons,  containing  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  pages,  was  also  republished  in  1798  (by  his  son), 
entitled  "Select  Discourses  on  Practical  Subjects,  by  Peter  Thacher,  a.m., 
late  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Attlcborough."  It  was  printed  at  Leominster, 
Mass.,  by  John  Prentiss  &,  Co.,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  son, 
Thomas  Thacher.'  In  the  preface  to  this  publication  was  the  following  para- 
graph: "  For  this  publication  we  are  indebted  to  the  pious  generosity  of  the 
author's  sou,  who  rejoices  that  he  can,  as  he  hopes,  contribute  something  to 
the  good  of  his  fellow-inen,  and,  at  the  same  time,  perpetuate  the  njcmory  of 
the  best  of  fathers." 

Some  brief  extracts  are  here  given  from  the  sermon  by  IJev.  Mr.  Thacher, 
which  was  preached  IMay  19,  1792,  to  the  people  in  the  First  Church,  the 
Sabbath  after  the  funeral  of  their  pastor,  tlie  IJev.  Mr.  Weld. 

Tlie  prayers  of  your  ii-ed,  revcreiRl.  and  bclove.l  pastor  are  fiKlcd.  He  liuth  done  bis 
work.  He  liatli  foudit  a  -ood  (i.;lit.  Ik'  liatli  liiiislied  Iii>  course.  He  liatli  kept  the  faitli. 
Uis  house,  liis  family,  tins  Society  miss  liim,  and  lament  liiiii.  Xoi-hbor  societies,  far  and 
"car.  (liaviii-;  been  made  partakers  of  his  j^ifls.  uraces.  ami  fervent  prayers,)  are  mourners 
with  you  ill  the  heavy  lo>s  you  sustain.  He  hath  l)een  a  /eaious,  faitiiful  and  successful 
aborer  in  Clirisi'.>  vineyard,  for  a  i<reat  many  years,  occasionally  with  oth.-rs  in  other  societies; 
"jiit  you  my  dear  friends,  were  the  happy  people,  favored  witll  his  more  stated  labors.  The 
care  of  the  churches  was  much  upon  his  heart;  to  live  an.l  .lie  with  you.  his  peculiar  care  and 
i'bari,'e,  — he  studied  for  you,  and  for  you  be  spent  his  time,  his  strenirtb,  his  life,— teacbiuj,' 
and  fxbortin^'  publickly.  and  from  bouse  to  bousc,  bein-  instant  in  season  ami  out  of  seasou" 
reproving,  rebuckim,'  and  exhortin-  with  all  loni:  sullerin;,'  and  doctrine. 

^ou  all  know  bis  /.  ai.  bis  fervent  nuiid,  his  care  to  [im]  prove  himself  to  bis  divine  master  as 
ii'itbful  to  his  interest,  and  friendly  to  your  souls. 

'Supposed  to  be  Kev.Tl.onias  Thacher.  of  Dedhani,  who  did  Oetol.cr.  1812.  He  was  a  man  of 
•carnlujc  and  a  prominent  j)rcacher  lu  Ida  di\y.    Sec  History  of  Dcdliam,  p.  1  IS. 
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This  tlesk  and  tlioc  walls,  may  witiRss  for  liim.  how  laithfully  and  ^olcinuly  ho  wariiLil 
how  carnrstly  lie  i)cr>ua(l.'il  yuii  to  Ik-  neoiicilftl  to  (Jo.l.  tliruiiLrii  tlio  hlooil  uf  lii's  1,011. ~  wjn,' 
what  li-lit  and  i.owit  (tliroii:^h  the  liilp  of  (jod)  he  liatli  continiiod  to  preach  the  u'ospel,  the 
lawN  and  motives  of  tlie  jio^pel.  for  many  years  amoii-  you.  You  are  all  witnesses  how  he 
hath  visited  yon  in  your  sickness,  received  your  vi.-its,  directed  your  eonseieiiecs,  warned  the 
unruly,  comforted  the  leel)le  minded,  Mii)i)orted  and  cneoiiraued  the  weak,  — and  with  wliit 
\igoriiiid  pleasure  he  applied  liini>elf  to  all  ])arts  of  his  work,  especially  when  (throu-h  thu 
grace  of  God)  he  saw  any  fruits  of  his  i.ious  care  and  industry,  and  the  hopeful  etle.ts  of  the 
travel  [travail]  of  the  Jiedeemer's  souI  amon^'  any,  especially  his  own  dear  charjie. 

His  sermons  were  gciKTally  well  studied,  showiuir  how  intent  his  mind  aiur  desire  was  >o 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  God.  and  from  J I  is  oracles,  as  nii^rht  best  inform  your  minds,  strike 
your  all'ectiuns,  enter  your  consciences,  and  impress  your  hearts,— and"  they  were  often 
delivered  with  <,'reat  pathos,  ener;,'y  and  earnestness. 

IJut  when  he  le.l  you  in  firayer  and  supplication,  in  praise  and  thanksgiving' to  God.  in  one 
administration.and  another,  especially  on  occasion  of  the  ailministration  of  the  saciraments  of 
the  new  testament,  iiaptism  and  the  Lord's  supi)er.  1  speak  from  my  own  observation,  as  1  had 
several  precious  opportunities  to  attend  upon  such  occasions,  — then  his  peculiar  eniineiute 
appeared  in  such  a  How.  propriety  and  fidness,  as  could  but  warm  and  move  his  intelligent 
fellow  worshii)pers.  and  )>ear  away  the  spiritual  an<l  tridy  devout  towards  heaven.  He  e°unc 
near  to  the  throne.  lie  tilled  his  mouth  wilh  arirunient.  He  was  in  his  elcminit.  Ho  seemed 
with  uncommon  freedom,  to  unbosom  his  soul,  and  pour  out  lii.>  soul  to  God.  i.arti<-ularly  when 
for  the  spread  of  the  Jiedeemer's  kinj;dom  and  i,'lory. 

In  the  pulpit,  and  out  of  it,  you  all  know  he  was  zealous  for  his  God.  a  faithful  and  close 
reprover  of  sin,  not  fearinir  the  faces  of  men.  God  hath  been  jdcascd  to  honor  him  much  in  his 
labors  for  the  <;ood  of  souls.  I  liope  there  are  here. to-day  many  that  are  the  seal  of  [his] 
ministry,  in  whom  he  had  much  satisfaction  and  joy;  who  not  only  had  a  lii:;h  regard  and 
honor  for  him  while  he  lived,  but  retain  a  reverence  for  his  memory. 

In  a  word,  you  all  know  his  doctrine  ;ind  manner  of  life;  he  having'  sorveil  (iod  with  In- 
spirit, iu  the  ■,'ospel  of  His  Son,  in  this  place,  nearly  lifty-tive  years. —  His  jjrayers  are  ended. 

In  concluding  his  sermon  ]Mr.  Thacher  recommended  one  .subject  in  par- 
ticular to  the  consideration  of  the  cliurch.  '■'  One  thing,  my  dear  fricjids,  1 
most  earnestly  request  of  you,  —  it  is  this,  drop  all  personal  jars  and 
animosities."  ' 

Next  to  I\Ir.  Weld,  Mr.  Thacher  held  his  pastorate  longer  than  any  other 
minister  in  town,  a  pastorate  that  was  prosperous  and  successful,  at  certain 
times  especially  so.  lie  was  a  man  devotedly  religious,  of  excellent  thcoloiri- 
eal  cliaracter  and  attainments,  of  good  literary  abilities.  He  was  most  faith- 
ful to  his  charge,  laboring  to  promote  tlie  intellectual  as  well  as  the  moral 
and  religious  good  of  his  people,  and  ''  to  his  ministerial  services  in  this 
parish,  are  patriotism  and  education,  morality  and  piety,  greatly  indebted." 

The  Second  Parish,  which  was  called  the  Precinct  in  those  days,  was  estab- 
lished in  1743,  !is  appears  by  the  act  previously  quoted.  Religious  worsiiip 
was  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the  parish,  and  meetings  were  held  in 
private  liwelliiigs  until  the  meetinghouse  was  so  far  (inishcd  as  to  admit  the 
holding  of  religions  services  in  it.  The  church  itself  was  not  constituted  till 
November  30,  174S,  at  the  time  <>f  the  ordination  of  Kev.  Mr.  Thacher,  i\^ 
may  be  seen  by  his  accoinit  of  that  occasion. 


>  Which  ailvlce  tliey  fidled  to  follow,  for,  for  .«ome  unfortunate  cause,  a  division  In  the  church  cn.-<iie"'. 
w-lilcii  continued  for  eight  years. 
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After  ]Mi".  Tiiaclicr  and  before  the  settlement  of  another  minister,  there 
were  several  preachers  here  —  Kev.  Asahcl  Huntington,  ^fr.  Langhton.  IMi. 
Farrington,  of  Wrenthani,  Mr.  Mead,  etc. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  the  Rev.  Khenezer  Lazell,  of  liridgcwater. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  in  1788  and  was  ordained  Noverabci- 
21,  1702.  The  oidination  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Zcdekiah  Sanger, 
pastor  of  the  Second  Congregati(inal  Church  in  Bridgcwater  ;  the  charge  was 
given  by  the  distinguished  Dr.  Perez  Forbes  (also  spelled  Peres  F()l)es),of 
Raynham  ;  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  liy  Rev.  .John  "Wilder,  of  Attle- 
borough.     The  sermon   and  addresses  were  published. 

Not  long  after  his  settlement,  in  January,  1793,  ]Mr.  Lazell  married  Chloe, 
daughter  of  Captain  Abiathar  Richardson,  of  this  town.  He  continued  here 
about  four  years  and  was  dismissed  Januar}'  .'5,  1797.  He  removed  with  his 
wife  to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  they  both  died. 

His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Nathan  Holman.  He  was  born  in  Sutton,  this 
State,  in  that  part  which  is  now  ]\rilll)ury.  May  17,  17G9.  He  was  the  tliiixl  son 
of  David  and  Lucy  Thurston  Holman.  He  worked  on  his  fathei's  farm  till 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  but  his  strong  desire  for  a  libei-al  education 
and  the  ministry  induced  him  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  obtain  a  college 
course  of  study.  His  father,  Avho  had  a  large  family  of  children,  could  render 
him  but  little  assistance.  He  was  ol^liged  to  rely  mainly  on  himself  for  the 
means.  By  great  economy  and  personal  efforts  he  succeeded  and  graduated 
at  Brown  University  in  1797  with  an  honorable  standing  "and  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  good  scholar."  He  then  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Edmund  Mills, 
pastor  in  his  native  place,  and  finished  his  theological  studies  in  Wrenthain, 
being  with  Dr.  f^inmons  there  for  a  short  period. 

After  being  licensed,  he  preached  in  several  places  and  received  several 
invitations  to  settle.  Early  in  1800  he  commenced  i)reaching  here  as  a  candi- 
date and  soon  received  a  unanimous  call  lo  settle  as  pastor  of  this  church 
and  parish.  He  was  ordained  October  1;'),  l.SOO,  and  installed  at  the  same 
time.  His  former  pastor.  Rev.  IMr.  Mills,  of  Sutton,  preached  the  ordination 
sermon,  which  was  published. ' 

Mr.  Holman  was  a  man  of  great  tirinness  and  perseveiance.  The  church 
increased  in  numbers,  and  the  society  prospered  during  his  administration. 
He  was  a  man  of  dignity  in  manner  and  solemn  in  his  style  of  preachinii. 
Some  difference  between  him  and  his  pe(jpU!  in  regard  to  the  introduction 
of  instrumental  nnisic  into  the  church  service  was  the  final  cause  of  his 
asking  a  dismission.  "•  With  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  church  ami 
parish,  his  rccjuest  was  granted,  and  he  was  dismissed  by  an  Ecclesiastical 
Council"  on  May  22,  1821.     He  remained    in  town  above  fortv   years  and 


'  ll  w.-is  printcil  liy  Nntlianlel  lleaton.Jr.,  of  Wrcntliain.    Most  of  tlic  ^^iTmons  iiiid  .iiMro-i^cs  i>iil)- 
"^lle^l  In  this  vli;liilty  were  prlntoil  at  that  puss,  which  coiitlnucii  there  for  (lultc  a  iiumher  of  years. 
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supplied    vacant    jnilpits    in    the  vicinity  for    a    nnniber  of    years    after    Ins 
dismissal. 

After  a  loni-;  and  nsefiil  life  be  died  in  this  town  Octol)er  -JS,  1814,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-live,  in  the  house  which  lie  huill  near  the  clunxh  where  Ik- 
preached,  and  where  he  had  lived  during  many  years  of  his  life.  He  w:is 
respected  and  venerated  for  his  Uiany  virtues  and  his  ministerial  labors  bv 
his  numerous  parishioners.' 

Several  of  his  sermons  and  oiations  were  published  —  an  "Oration" 
delivered  in  his  church  July  5,  1802,  at  the  "  Aunivensary  of  American  Inde- 
pendence," and  a  "Special  Discourse"  on  the  one  hnndretlth  anniversarv  of 
the  birth  of  John  Shepard  ("the  ancient"). 

Mr.  Ilolman  married  Lettice,  daugliter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Moiey,  of  Norton. 
She  died  March  (I,  1848.  They  had  three  children,  Samuel  Morey,  David 
Emory,  and  Mary  Hodges  Ilolman,  only  one  of  whom.  —  the  eldest  —  is  now- 
living. - 

To  Mr.  Ilolman  succeeded  the  Rev.  John  Ferguson.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber y,  1788,  at  Dunse,  which  was  a  market  town  in  Berwickshire  iu  tlie 
southern  part  of  Scotland.  His  grandfather  came  from  the  north  of  Scot- 
land and  was  one  of  the  Duke  of  INIarlborough's  soldiers,  serving  in  the  Scots 
Grays,  a  regiment  of  heavy  cavalry,  in  (^ueen  Anne's  wars.  His  father  and 
uncle  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  iu  Newport,  K.  I.  During  the 
time  of  the  Kevolutionaiy  war  his  father  returned  to  Scotland,  as  he  was 
unwilling  to  fight  against  the  mother  country,  but  at  the  age  of  seventy  he 
returned  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Newport.  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  Anne 
Briggs,  of  Little  Compton,  K.I. 

At  the  linre  of  the  family's  return  to  this  country,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  seventeen  years  old.  He  became  converted  at  an  early  age  and  coiii- 
nienced  fitting  himself  for  the  ministry.  He  studied  for  two  years  with  Dr- 
Tcnney,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Newport,  intending  tu 
enter  Yale  College  two  yeais  in  advance.  While  residing  in  Providence  at 
one  time,  he  studied  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Calvin  Park,  d.d.,  Professor 
of  Ancient  Languages,  and  later  of  Moral  Philosopliy.  in  Brown  University. 
He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  plan  of  entering  college,  had  again  to  enter 
business,  assume  the  care  of  his  father  and  the  support  of  the  family.  For 
ten  years  he  continued  this  course  and  during  all  the  time  nevei  reliuquish'.'d 
the  hope  of  entering  the  ministry.  He  seemed  to  have  a  presentimenv  that  th'' 
desire  of  his  life  would  be  fulfilled,  and  the  ten  years  proved  to  be  years  of 
preparation  for  that  kind  of  life,  though  of  so  different  a  nature  from  what  h»- 
would  have  chosen. 

'*  His  first  sermon  as  a  candidate  for  settlenieut  was  preached  iu  this  town. 


'  lie  h«il  :i  brother,  Uev.  [>avlil  ilolman,  who  was  svttleil  In  Duuji^las,  Mass.,  lor  many  years. 
*  Mr.  Samuel  Ilulnmn  lias  since  dlcil. 
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nncl  his  text,  '  The  Lord  is  :i  Jiiau  of  war.'  The  text  and  sermon  were  not 
only  cliaracteristic  of  the  man  anil  his  theology,  but  characteristic  of  his 
ministry,  wliich  to  use  liis  own  expression,  was  'warlike.'  Mr.  Ferguson 
never  shrunk  from  the  defence  of  truth,  never  Iiesitated  to  sacrifice  comfort, 
reputation,  or  means  of  support,  in  the  nKiiuteuaiu-e  of  principle.  Like 
other  such  men,  he  was  often  involved  in  controversy  and  conflict,  and  not 
infrequently  made  bitter  enemies;  though  he,  at  the  same  time,  rallied  about 
him,  more  and  -warmer  friends.  Some  may  perhaps,  have  doubted  the 
wisdom  or  necessity  of  all  his  battles,  but  none  ever  questioned  the  entire 
honesty  or  disinterestedness  of  his  motives." 

He  was  ordained  liere  February  27,  1822,  and  dismissed  March  2.'),  183r>. 
Speaking  of  his  ministry  here  a  writer  says:  "  It  was  of  great  value  in  the 
administration  of  wise  and  judicious  measures,  and  marked  the  commence- 
ment of  the  system  of  support  to  the  various  benevolent  enterprises  of  tlie 
day,  and  of  aid  to  the  lal)ors  of  parent  and  pastor  by  a  judicious  and  careful 
education  of  children  in  Sabbath  Schools,  and  maternal  associations." 

After  leaving  Attleborough,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  settled  in  \Vh:itely,  3Iass., 
from  March  1(5,  1830,  till  June  7,  1840.  lie  was  called  Father  Ferguson 
and  was  a  man  to  whom  churches  looked  for  counsel  and  pastors  for  advice, 
often  when  pastors  and  churches  were  involved  in  ditliculties. 

"He  was  very  often  solicitetl  to  appear  as  advocate,  before  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  many  a  time,  as  he  has  done  this,  have  the  coolness  and  shrewd- 
ness, the  wit  and  wisdom,  with  which  he  advocated  the  cause,  extorted  the 
exclamation  :  '  What  a  lawyer  he  would  have  made  !  '  "  He  almost  always 
defended  the  weaker  party,  his  sympathies  frequently  inclining  to  the  uni>op- 
ular  side.  "  lie  was  always  ready  to  grasp  his  shield,  and  poise  his  lance,  for 
the  injured'  and  defenceless.  In  such  cases  he  sniffed  the  l)attle.  like  the  war 
horse,  and  fought  with  all  the  chivalry,  and  I  may  add  the  courtesy  of  a 
Christian  knight."  He  became  extensively  known  as  the  "  champion  of  the 
oppressed,"  though  at  the  same  time  he  was  equally  well  known  "  as  a  lovei- 
and  maker  of  peace." 

He  preached  for  about  two  years  at  Lanesl)orougli  and  AVhately,  the  place 
of  his  former  settlement,  and  in  1842  became  general  agent  of  the  American 
Tract  Association  for  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  in  which 
position  and  woik  he  was  very  successful.  He  really  became  the  Congrega- 
tional Bishop  of  those  two  States. 

He  died  at  AVhately  Novemlier  11.  1858.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous 
mind  and  vigorous  body,  a  large-hearted  man  of  keen  wit,  *•  but  his  ki-enest 
shafts  were  winged  with  kindness."  He  was  social  and  genial  in  maimer. 
Healizing  the  defects  of  his  own  education,  —  having  never  graduated  from 
nny  college,  —  he  labored  hard  and  made  many  sacrifices  to  give  his  sons 
college  educations.  Amherst  College  l)estow(Ml  upon  him  the  honorary 
•legree  of   Master  of  Arts,  a  proof  that,   altlioiigli  he  had   Itecn  denied   the 
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advantage   of   a   college   course,  be    had    bv  Lis    own    exertions  thorouohiv 
educated  liiinself.  and  the  eoniplinient  wns  a  source  of  gratification  to  him. 

He  was  uianied  June  7,  1813,  to  iAIary  V.  llaniiner  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  l,y 
whom  he  had  two  children.     She  died  June  30,  1818.     On  April  28,  1819 
he  married  IMargaret  S.  Kddy  of  Providence,  R.   I.,  by  whom  lie  had  nim' 
children. 

Mr.  Ferguson  '  published  a  sermon  on  the  deatli  of  Ebenezer  Daggett,  Jr., 
which  wa.s  delivered  December  IC,  1.S31,  and  several  other  discourses.  Ho 
also  published  a  "  Memoir  of  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,"  the  celel)rated  theolo- 
gian, for  the  use  of  Sabbath-schools. 

A  parsonage  house  was  l)uilt  by  the  parish  in  1822.  This  is  the  liouse  on 
South  Main  Street  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Joseph  Capron.  Rev.  Mr.  Fergu- 
son was  the  only  clergyman  who  occupied  it  as  a  parsonage.  After  he  left 
town  it  was  sold,  lirst  to  iNIoses  Wilmarth,  then  to  Virgil  Capron,  then  to 
Thomas  French,  and  tinally  to  Otis  Capion,  from  whose  liands  it  passed  into 
those  of  its  present  owner.  It  has  been  altered  and  somewhat  enlarged  since 
it  was  (irst  built. 

The  second  meetinghouse  in  the  •'  Fast  Precinct "  was  l)uilt  in  1825.  It 
was  begun  in  the  si)ring  of  that  year  and  dedicated  in  December  followinu. 
It  cost  about  80,000.  It  has  since  been  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  several 
thousand  dollars  additional. 

The  next  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Jonathan  Crane.  He  was  born  in 
Schenectady.  N.  Y.,  in  1814.  There  he  passed  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  a<re 
of  fifteen  he  entered  Union  College,  graduating  in  1832  at  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  entered  the  ministry  when  twenty-one,  and  on  October  30,  183G, 
when  but  twenty-two,  he  was  ordained  over  this  ciiurch.  He  remained  here 
for  eighteen  years  and  was  dismissed  June  12.  ls:)4.  He  removed  to  Xew 
York,  where  he  was  settled  over  the  Congregational  Church  on  Twentieth 
Street.  He  remained  there  three  years,  when  he  was  invited  to  return  1o  thi> 
town,  and  it  was  during  tiie  lime  he  was  here  that  the  church  l)uildiini  was 
enlarged  and  repaired.  In  18(;0  Mr.  Crane  received  a  call  from  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  .Aliddletown.  X.  Y.,  which  he  accepted,  and  where  In- 
labored  fur  eight  years.  Tpon  his  taking  charne  of  that  church  the  congre- 
gation numbered  only  about  forty  families,  but  he  lived  to  see  it  increase 
threefold. 

In  18G.S  he  went  west,  where  he  remained  for  a  numi^er  of  years,  laboring 
in  several  places  in  Michigan  and  AFissoiiri.  He  was  principally  at  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.,  not  settled  over  any  church,  but  preaching  and  workiiitr  i" 
various  churches  in  that  region.  .Vt  St.  Jose[)h,  Mo.,  he  was  especially 
successful,  and  largely  through  his  eltorts  a  new  church  was  erected   there. 


'  lie  was  a  iLbUvo  of  llic  cclcWrati;.!  Dr.  A.lnm  Fc-i-ii.^ the  lil.storliiii  and  piofi-ssor  in  K.llnl.ur„'li 

I'nlvcrs-lty.    Sei-  Ulakc's  Memlon  A.-sot iailnii. 
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lu  1875  ^Ir.  Crane  leeeivocl  a  second  call  fivjui  his  pcoi)le  in  Middlctown  and 
lotiirned  to  his  charge  there,  remaining  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  25,    1877,   at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 

In  an  obituary  notice  of  him  are  tliesc  words:  '•  Throughout  liis  entire  life, 
Mr.  Crane  was  a  conscientious  and  devout  Christian,  an  honorable  and  high- 
minded  gentleman,  the  very  soul  of  honor,  and  an  enterprising,  public  spirited 
citizen,  always  favoring  and  aiding  any  enterprise  looking  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  locality  where  he  resided. 

"Mr.  Crane  had  a  wonderful  facnlt}'  for  conducting  the  linancial  affairs  of 
churches,  and  many  congregations  throughout  the  country  can  thank  him  for 
their  present  sound  basis." 

Mr.  Crane  was  very  successful  in  his  ministry  here,  the  church  being  i)ros- 
perous  and  receiving  large  additions  to  its  numl)ers  while  under  his  charge. 

In  1837  he  was  married  to  Anna  II..  daughter  of  X.  W.  Sanford,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  She  survived  him  for  nine  years  and  died  at  IMiddletown 
November  28,  188G.  Four  children  are  living,  namely,  Annie  K.  (Mrs. 
George  AV.  Fish),  Sanford  W..  John,  and  Francis. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  Kev.  Charles  D.  Lothrop.  He  was  born  in 
Easton,  ]Mass.,  in  1828  and  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  18-10  and 
subsequently  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  installed  over  this 
church  December  14,  1854,  and  dismissed  April  29,  1857,  having  been  pastor 
for  about  two  years  and  a  half. 

From  this  time  for  aliout  nine  years  there  was  no  settled  minister.  I\Ir. 
Crane  preached  here  for  several  years,  as  has  been  stated,  and,  after  he  left, 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  a  numl)er  of  clergymen,  hired  by  the  week,  the 
mouth,  or  for  a  longer  period.  The  one  who  remained  the  longest  i)eriod 
was  IJev.  ]Mr.  Belden,  who  was  here  in  "  war  times,"  and  whose  sermons  and 
addresses  during  that  period  will  be  remembered  I)y  many  as  most  patriotic, 
most  stirring,  and  eloquent. 

A  most  unfortunate  dissension  had  arisen  between  the  church  and  parish, 
commencing  with  some  disagreement  regarding  the  last  settled  pastor  men- 
tioned, which  was  increased  over  some  questions  arising  when  the  church 
building  was  altered.  This  continued  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  finally 
involving  some  legal  questions.  But  though  all  dilTercnces  were  at  length 
set  at  rest,  it  seemed  inqiossii)le  to  find  the  man  who  as  pastor  and  preaciier 
should  satisfy  all  the  people.  The  right  time  came,  however,  when  church 
nud  parish  "•  agreed  to  agree,"  and  a  (;all  was  extended  to  Kev.  Francis  X. 
I'eloubet.  He  was  born  in  New  York  Cit}',  was  a  uraduate  of  Williams  Col- 
lege in  ISo.j  and  of  liangor  Theological  Seminary  in  1857.  He  was  installed 
here  June  2G,  18CC.,  and  dismissed  at  his  own  request  October  11',  1871.  He 
removed  to  Natick,  Mass.,  where  he  still  resides.  He  had  charge  of  a  church 
for  some  years,  but  at  })resent  has  no  pastorate,  lieing  largely  interested  in 
the  International  Sal)liath-school  work.      He   is  the  author  of  the  ''  Feloubct 
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Series  of  (^,estion  Books  and  Quarterlies,"  and  of  "Select  Notes  on  the 
International  Lessons.'"  Since  leaving  tliis  town  he  has  received  the  de<rree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity.     [He  is  now  (KSSil)  in  Auburndalc] 

To  him  succeeds  the  Kev.  San)uel  lidl.     He  was  installed  December  18 
18/2,  and  dismissed  October  2S,  1878.  *  ' 

The  next  pastor  was  Kev.  Wiiiian.  A.  Spalding,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  for- 
merly, with  his  wife,  a  niissionary  in  Armenia.  He  was  installed  September 
11,  18/0.  He  remained  four  years.  Finally,  failing  health  made  it  neces- 
sary for  h.m  to  give  up  ministerial  work,  and  he  requested  a  dismissal,  which 
was  granted  Xoveml)er  19,  188^5.  He  returned  to  his  native  place,  Lvnn 
where  he  died  very  suddenly  January   10,   1884,  '      ' 

Rev.  Walter  P.arton  is  the  present  pastor  of  the  church.     He  was  born  at 
Granby,  Mass.,  May  5,   183;).     He  Htted  for  college  at  Williston  Seminary 
Lasthampton,  and  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  18;^;.     He  then  returned 
to  WiUiston  as  a  teacher  and  remained  two  years,   then  entered   the  Con- 
necticut Theological   Institution  at  Kast  Windsor  Hill  and   -raduated  from 
there  three  years  later,   in    l8(il.      He  preached   one   vear   each    in    Oxford, 
Conn.,  and  Grafton,  Vt.,  and  was  then  called  to  the  Congregational  church 
in  South  Amherst,  Mass.,  where   he   was  ordained   and   installed   February 
17,    186-1.     In   ISr.r,  he  received  and  accepted  a  call   to  the  Con.rre-ational 
church  m  Sudield,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  called  to  the  First'church 
of  Christ,  in  Lynn,  this  State,  over  which  he  was  installed  February  -U    ISTC 
This  charge  he  held  for  eight  years,  when  a  call  was  extended  to  hiin  from 
the  church  111  Attleborough.     He  commencerl  his  labors  here  in  March    18S4 
During  his  ministry  in  Sutiicld  two  hundred  and  twenty  persons  were' added 
to  the  church.     The  church  of  his  charge  in  Lvnn  is  called   le-ally  "The 
First  Church  of  Christ  in  Lynn,"  and  is  the  oldest  CongregatioTml  church, 
occupying  the  same  ground,   in   the  United   States.     Durino    Mr    Barton's 
residence  it  celebrated  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  forma- 
tion, the  pastor  delivering  tiie  historical  address  on  that  occasion.     While  he 
was  there  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  were  added  to  the  church  and  a  larize 
and  burdensome  debt  was  lifted. 

Since  his  ministry  here  commenced  tijcre  have  been  about  seventy  i.ersons 
admitted  to  the  church.  Mr.  Barton  has  not  been  publicly  installed'over  this 
church  for  certain  reasons  relating  to  his  own  views  upon  the  question  of 
installation,  reasons  which  affect  neither  the  harmonv  between  himself  and 
his  people  nor  the  faithfulness  and  earnestness  of  his  labors  amoiK^  them.' 
He  married  Mattie  M.  Smith,  of  North  Hadlev,  Mass.,  bv  whom  he  lias  two 
daughters,  Mary  L.  and  Minnie  M.  Barton  (now  Mrs.  Thomas  Foote). 

'  .Mr.  Hartoh  resl;rno.l  his  pastorate  here  Septcnlur  1. 1SD.1.  «,..|  rc-movcl  f,  Uy,W  P.irk      He  l.a. 

exten.le-l  t„  Kev.  hhvin  U.  llou-c,  then  of  I'onlan.l,  M.lnc.  u  l.lel.  was  acepu-l.     He  p  eaehe-I  1.1- 
flr«t  .sermon  here  a.  pa.tor  Ueeeu.I.er  17  lollowl,,,.  an.l  was  h.stnllcl  January  31    1 V 
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As  litis  been  seen,  this  cluireh  was  constituted  on  the  OOtli  of  Novcnihcr, 
1848,  "  bv  Rev.  :Mr.  Leouiud,  pastor  of  tlie  First  Congregational  Cliuich  at 
Plvnioulh,  as  the  organ  of  an  Kcclesiastifal  Coinioil,  called  for  that  purpose, 
beino-  a  colony  from  the  First  Congrcgationrd  C'liurch  in  this  town,  then  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Kov.  ITabijali  Weld,  its  honored  pastor,  almost  fifty- 
five  years." 

This  division  was  attended  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  on 
the  part  both  of  those  who  removed  and  those  who  remained.  The  reasons 
for  the  foruiation  of  this  church  may  be  found  in  a  letter  asking  for  a  dis- 
missal from  the  First  Church  and  "  signed  l)y  20  males  and  24  females." 

llaviiij;  u  i>io<i.cet  (tlnouu'li  tlie  iiiorey  of  dw])  tliat  tlio  Gospel  Ministry  and  Onlinancos 
may  be  settK-il  anion-  n-  more  convinicntly  tlian  to  attend  witli  you.  and  for  the  more  n!,<,'nlar 
carrying;  on  of  tlie  Allairs  of  Clirisfs  Kin;;doni  anion-,'  us,  it  is  our  desire  and  dcsi.^'n  (hy  the 
Jielp  of  1[iod,  and  with  your  consent.)  to  i:nil)o<iy  into  a  Cliureh  State,  etc.  Following  arc  the 
names  of  those  who  siu;ned  this  letter:  — 


Joseph  CaiMon  and  Wife, 

Jonathan  Wihnaitli  and  Wife, 

Thomas  French  and  Wife, 

Stephen  AVilniarth, 

Mary  Frencli, 

Icliahod  Perry. 

John  Wilkinson, 

Abraham  Comming  and  Wife, 

Aaron  Cutting, 

Nathan  Wihnarth  and  Wife, 

JohuTitrany  ami  Wife, 

Henry  Joslin,  Jr., 

Edward  Foster  and  AVife, 

Elizabeth  Lane, 

Abigail  Powell, 

Obadiuli  Carpenter  and  Wife, 

Joseph  Barrns  and  Wife, 


Daniel  Perry  and  Wife, 

Henry  Joslin, 

Jonas  Itiebardson, 

Bcthiah  Carpenter, 

Thomas  Wilmarth, 

Kobert  ^lartiii  ami  Wife, 

Rebecca  I'.rown. 

William  Bolcom  and  Wife, 

David  Perry  and  AVil'e, 

Sarah  Jackson, 

John  Tyler  and  Wife. 

Joseph  Hisho]), 

Dnniel  AVilmarth, 

Hannah  (the  wife  of  Sam.)  Jackson, 

Thomas  Sweet  ajid  Wife, 

Liddia  (the  wife  of  Win.)  Lane, 

John  Sweet  and  Wife. 


This  letter  was  dated  October,  1748,  and  the  answer,  dated  November  20, 
1748,  was  sicrned  "Ilabiiah  Weld,  Pastor:  In  the  Name  and  with  the  Con- 
sent  of  the  Church." 

That  the  relations  between  the  people  of  the  two  parishes  had  been  pleas- 
ant is  to  be  seen  by  the  following  words  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher :  ''The  most 
of  the  time  between  Aug.  20,  174o,  and  November  30,  1748,  I  stood  in  the 
relation  of  pastor  elect  to  the  brethren  and  people  of  God  in  the  easterly 
part  of  Attleborough,  and  preached  to  tlioin  on  other  Sabbaths  ;  yet  with 
mutual  consent,  we  all  attended  tlie  Rev.  :Mr.  Weld's  meetings,  the  Sabbaths 
on  which  he  administered  the  Lord's  Supper." 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  after  the  formation  of  the  new  church  its 
membership  had  increased  to  seventy.  Fifty-nine  of  the  number  were  from 
the  First  Church,  and  the  remainder  —  four  excepted  —  from  East  Provi- 
dence, which  was  then  a  part  of  Wehoboth.  As  has  been  seen,  fifty  persons 
formed  this  church.     At  tlie  public  and   formal   organization   the    following 
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I>ersons  joined  it:  Peter  Thaeher,  from  the  chu.ci.  in  Middleho.ouoh.  j..,;,, 
lerry,  Jr.,  M  .H.am  Ilutciiins,  and  David  Hutciiins,  of  IJ.liohotl.,  and  Willi,,„ 
Dryer.  At  one  time  only  were  there  fewer  names  on  the  hooks.  This  wis 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  Some  extracts  from  a  sorn,o„ 
preached  „.  October,  18.0.  by  the  Hev.  Mr.  Ilohnan  will  show  the  reason 
for  th,s  declension,  in  the  state  of  the  community  at  that  time.  Savs  Mr 
Holmau  :  —  .      ^''• 

AVhen  1  ca.ue  ii.tothis  place  ti.e  Cl.un-l.  :„„1  Sodety  were  conM.Uml  :.s  I,..-,,,.  i„  -.  vorv  low 
^"^  '',"".::'':;..:"":  ^"V— ^  -^  --  -•..-..  nn.ler  .ifty  years,  an.l  .on.e  were 


vc...  *  _     1  1  .     ,.  .  .->•■■■?•■>'■"   "I'll-  uiiiicr  1  u\  vcars.  aili     soim 

™     to  „Jva,„.c.  „,  !„„.    Tiuv,,  c;k,i  i„  »  ,!,„,.,  ,„„e.  ,„„l  ,„„»  „,l,c,-,  wUl.i,,     ,!>•  "     .     I„ 

180OMXlrcn,„emW.,-.,ve,c,„ld„,l,,al„.au,r,h.a„dinrMl,,wn,u..«,.,M„,,„..,"M  „    i;,," 

r;r;:;:;,!!:2:"!;:"v,.,T;::":';  -'  "■-'■"-e  ,.„. ,„.„.„„  ,„,„„;::  •,:r;;,;:;i: 


e  „ht>  .nu.,lK■r^.     I-  ro.n  this  tin.o  to  1814.  a  period  of  twelve  vear>,  oiilv  twelve  were  u.l.le,!  to 

were  Z^^^^^^^^  '"'•"     "'"''■''  "'"  "'*"'^^'->' ^^  ^1"*  «ev.  Mr.  Thaeher.  tl.i,  people 

«ere  appla.ul ed  for  the  reirtdanty  of  their  habit,  and  the  .noralitv  of  their  live,   vet  for  the 

ur^  •        I       >  '  '  '"""  '•■'■■■  t"-''^'=''^'"^-     <^=m,blin.'  of  almost  everv  kind  was  much 

Z^l^tx^  ''r'"^-  ""'   '"^"""-  ""■■^'^  f-^l-"-''io  an.on,^  a  certain   class  o     t^ 

people  and  the  san.e  class  of  people  were  seen  so  freqn.-ntlv  at  the  tavern,  and  -ro-ho, 

"is  1 ';;;.;:;":'' ■"?"•''  tavem-haunter.;  and  althon.h  the  revival  of  ;en' io'in  ^  0 
do  ne     ,  '  """"  ''"'"  I-^'^^'i'---  yet  they  were  continned.  in  a  ^^-eater  or  Ics. 

and  aftt.  the  leN nal,  as  rehu-ion  declined.  ini.,nity  al.onnded  n.ore  and  more. 

profe    o  r^^^^^^^^^^  ?  Perteet.on."    T..e  church  was  sn.all,  hut  sinners  were  taanv.  and 

the  ^"v     i^   S  ^  conference  or  ,neetin;r  for  prayer."  which  -  had  not  uccurred'l.efore.in.; 

?m  r  1  u     i^  '  ■•<•  "nnat.on.     Conference  n.eetin,'s  were  then  held  evrv  week ;  -  -  For 

Son' H  e     .■  ne    '"•'^^"•-\^^'^^':^-  ^--  ='  """"-•  "^  ^veeks,  „,et  with  the  as>e„,blin.^  of  the  im- 
wa,      I  .     e       .       "m  •  "      '".""'""■'^  ""'  ^"'"  ^'='>-     ''''"-'  ^'='>-  '"""-"'^'  "-  of  "-»•  ^'-''•'■ 


,,,,,,,1,,  „     f  ,,,,  - ^"-■"11- I1H.V11I1:;,  \MMcn   (ire\i 

""  t  wa"  H>   „  U    ''''"\  f  "'^'"'"-  ""  ^""^  ''■''-  "^  ^"''  -"f— -'•".  tl.ere  was  a  foot-ra. .  • 

w       •     1.        f"  '^"""'''■'  ="  '^'•■"'  '''''  """■"•^■•'  I'^-Plo.  ...en  and  bovs.     Thi..  however, 
rho,;!.       J:  .Tn"""^"""""'  '"  "'"  ""^'"•"^'•^  '"  ^'""-     '•''-•'  '"-"■  "ot  all  nuunbers  of  the 


riiiiiili  -lit I.I  ■•  .  '-."...     rm;  iiieii,  noi  all  iiieuiiiers  oi    iiie 

Ul  t    I   ;  \  •  V    ''''r^''"'-     '"  '''"""  '^•"  ''=■>"  =''^^'-""su  lar.eball  which  ha.l  beencontcn- 

the  I  ei'.:       .  '  ""  '"  ''='^^"-'■""'''''  -'"-t  "f  our  dear  youth  to,.,|.er.  with  others  fro.i. 

he  neij  bo,  n.^  towns.  wa>  to  have  been  attended.     i:,it  seriousness  w.as  .o  impressed  np..n 

Z:iu:    "'^"'V""V':  ?'"•"  "'^""  -^  ^>-- '''"-"-■  o.-currin.,and  his  Hi  Iral  b 'in. 
uttuidedthc  ball,  but  with  thepronnsc  that  they  would  never  attend  another,  and  it  i>  .o  be 
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bopcil  llicy  never  will,  for  they  liiive  hren  licpofully  convertcil  and  become  rci^ular  nioniljers 
of  tlie  Church.  Fron)  X\\'\<  tiiiu-  all  vain  anui^enients.  ami  a*  far  a»  aitpcarfd,  all  L'anililin'^, 
was  disiontiniiid.  The  attcntiiMi  of  all  apiicarcil  to  he  more  or  less  turned  to  the  ;rreat  sulj- 
jeet  of  relii;ion."  This  work  i)ro'j;re>sed  i-oiitinually  for  about  two  yearrr.  "  No  uiui>ual  means 
had  been  u-cd,  no  new  preachers  had  appeared  anion.u  u>,  and  no  alarminic  providence  had 
occurred.  Had  this  taken  place  a  year  before  it  nii;,dit  have  been  tlioui^'ht  to  be  can>eil  by  the 
sickness  and  the  deaths  with  which  we  were  then  visited.  Wo.  had  then  more  cases  of  fever, 
and  more  deaths  occasioni'd  by  fevers,  than  we  hail  had  for  thirteen  years  before.  Five  dieil  in 
one  family.  Durin.ij  the  time  of  this  sieknos.i  which  was  a  jxMiod  of  about  >even  months, 
more  than  thirty  died  in  this  pari>h;  eij^ht  of  whom  were  members  of  this  church."  In  fair 
weather  and  foul  the  meetings  at  this  time  were  crowili;d.  and  fr<queiilly  tlii;  meetin;:-liou.-c 
could  not  contain  the  people.    Many  weie  converted. 

"The  relations  of  those  who  hopefully  experienced  reliijiou,  were  thought  to  be  peculiarly 
scriptural,  and  truly  Orthodox.  For  two  years,  we  had  ik>  conunum'on  without  one  or  more 
being  added  to  the  Church.  Twenty-seven  i>  the  larirot  number  .added  at  any  one  time.  The 
whole  number  adiled.  since  the  conmiencement  of  the  revival  is  one  Imndred  and  thirty-four; 
thirty-nine  males,  and  ninety-live  females." 

Oue  says:  "  This  Cliitreh  we  icj^aid  as  the  prodtict  of  the  i^fcat  awakenini; 
iu  1740,"  and  "the  year  17J.1,  in  wliic-h  this  puii.sh  wa.s  fonnod.  is  niciiiorahle 
iu  the  religions  history  of  our  coiiiitiy,  especially  of  New  EuolanJ,  for  the 
great  awakening  under  Edwards  and  his  eoteniporaries.  Tliis  town  shared 
largely  in  that  Avork,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  original  nieinl)ers  of  this 
Church,  were  among  its  snl)jects.  "Within  the  three  years  that  preceded  the 
formation  of  this  parish,  the  First  Church  in  this  town,  received  192  to  her 
commnnion."  The  Second  Churcii  has  had  other  times  of  depression,  but 
none  so  scrions  as  tlie  one  just  mentioned,  and  since  that  time  there  seems 
to  have  been  a  continnai  —  if  at  times  small  —  increase,  until  in  18s7  the 
membership  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

Many  have  gone  from  her  midst  to  plant  other  churches  in  other  places, 
and  many  of  her  sons  have  entered  the  ministry.  The  revival  of  1815  enabled 
her  "  to  give  live  of  her  youthful  sons  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry," 
and  thirty-three  years  later  four  of  these  were  living. 

In  1800  a  church  was  formed  in  Harford,  Penn.,  a  town  colonized  l>y 
Attleboroiigh  people.  There  were  seven  original  members  find  alHwd  letters 
from  this  church.  "The  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church- was  originally 
composed  of  but  nine  members,  one  male,  and  eight  females.  All  these 
were  members  of  the  church  in  Attlel)orough,  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Rev,  Mr,  Ferguson.  In  April  1829,  they  were  dismissed  from  that  church, 
with  Christian  affection  and  commendation,  for  the  pnrposeof  being  organized 
into  a  distinct  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  be  located  in  the  village  of 
Pawtucket,  That  was  elTectcd  by  a  regidarly  convened  ecclesiastical  council, 
on  the  seventeenth  of  the  al>ove  month."  A  number  of  years  ago  a  clergy- 
man  of    New   York   State,   a    meml>er  of    the  Thacher   familv,    thus   wrote: 


'This  must  liave  licen  the  fo/r//>/n^//<-,cl?c\\  lieie  iiieiitluiied,  wlilcli  occurreil  In  l>li;.  but  Mr.  Holniai 
places  the  date  a  llllle  later. 
'Tlic  ehurcli  of  wlilcli  IJcv.  Mr.  niodjjett  was  for  sf>  many  ycjirs  the  liclovcd  pastor. 
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"I  am  acquainted  with  no  Church,  fr.)ni  which,  considering  iu  location  and 
the  number  of  its  CMistituent  nieml.ers,  so  manv  sons  and  dau.rbters  'h'ue 
emanated  as  fro.n  the  Second  Church  in  Attld.oro'.  Her  descendants  arc 
found  m  almost  all  the  Eastern,  .Middle,  Western  and  some  of  the  Souther,, 
States,  active  members  of  various  Churches,  which  thev  have  been  either 
instrumental  in  forming,  or  with  which  they  have  become  connected." 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  church's  formation  was  celebr-ited  in 
an  appropriate  and  interesting  manner.     December  7,  instead  of  Xovemlxr 
30,  18 18,  was  the  date  selected  as  a  matter  of  convenience.     Dek-ates  from 
several  churches  were   present,   and   many  letters  containing  pleasant  reini 
liiscences  of  her  early  days,  sacred   memories,  and  heartfelt  con-ratul-itions 
were   received.     Numbers  of    clergymen   from  abroad  were  present  to  t-ikc 
part  in  the  varied  services  of  the  day,  among  them  the  Kev.   Messrs    J    0 
Barney,  V.  Blodgett,  Thomas  Williams,  J.   Ferguson,  and  J.  M    H    B-u'lev' 
and  there  were  two  of  the  name  of  Tiiacher,  descendants  of  the  first  minister' 
These  oiliciated  at  the  communion  service  and  were  assisted  by  Deacon  Peter 
Thaeher,  of  this  town,  and  Deacon  .I.Tyler,  of  Harford,  Penn.,  both  -n-and- 
sons  of  the  first  minister.     At  this  time  one  person,   Mrs.   Mercy   Fverett 
was  living  in  town  who  had  been  baptized   by  Mr.  Thaeher  ninetv-one  veari 
before,  and  another,  Miss  Deb<nah  Starkey,  who  had  joined  tiie  church  sixtv- 
eight  years  previous,  in  the  revival  of  1780. 

On   this  occasion   Rev.  .Mr.   Crane,the  pastor  of  the  church,  delivered  the 
historical   address.     In    it    he    says   of    the    church:   -Formed    soon    after 
the  bloody  wars  with  the  Indians,  she  passed  through  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, and  has  witnessed  a  change  almost  miraculous,  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
ouies,  a  change  from  a  state  of  colonial  dependence,  to  that  of  an  united 
free  and  independent  republic  ;  from  a  condition  of  -reat  poverty  and  de- 
pression, to  one  of  comparative  wealth,  renown  and   honor."     These  words 
were  prophetic,  for,  while  true  of  her  past,  they  were  true  in  a  more  marke.i 
degree  of  her  future.     Could  the  writer  have  looked  forward  a  few  years  ho 
would  have  seen  the  church  witness  a  struggle  darker,  deadlier,  bloodier  than 
the  one  before   and  presaging  a  change  even    more   miraculous  ;  he   would 
have  seen  her  freely  giving  her  sons  to  the  fight  as  before,  and  this  time  even 
to  the  death  ;  and  he  would  liave  seen  the  country  rising  from  a  state  lower 
and  more  degrading  tlian  that  of  colonial  .lependence  —  a  state  of  slavery - 
to  one  of  true  free.lom  au<1  independence,  an.l  from  a  -  condition  of  compar- 
ative wealth,  renown  and  honor"  to  one  of  great  wealth  an<l  ever  increa>iii- 
importance  and   commercial  prosperity  an.l  to  a  position   highlv   honorable. 
yea,  even  foremost  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

SAUBATII-SCIIOOI,. 

Unfortunately,  all  records  relating  to  tiie  formation  of  the  Sabbath-school 
connected  with  this  church  have  been  lost,  and  memory  and  tradition  can  giv 
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now  but  a  few  scattered  facts  or  recollections.  The  school  was  formed  in 
18-25  during  the  pastorate  of  \Xq\.  Mr.  Ferguson,  who  was  no  doul)t  largely 
instrumental  in  starting  this  good  work.  It  is  known  that  the  first  sessions 
were  held  in  the  Franklin  schoolhouse,  then  occupying  the  lot  wiiero  the 
church  now  stands.  They  could  not  have  continued  there  long,  foi'  during 
that  year  probably  the  schoolhouse  was  moved.  The  vestry  was  not 
fniished  until  some  time  after  the  upper  part  of  the  new  meetinghouse  was 
completed,  and  therefore  the  sciiool  may  have  occupied  the  main  audience 
room.  The  last  Deacon  Thacher  was  probably  the  first  superintendent ; 
and  among  the  earlier  ones  were  iMr.  Myers,  .Tesse  Carpenter,  Nathaniel  W. 
Sanford.  Deacon  Atherton  Wales,  Emmons  Walton,  Edward  Wilniarth, 
and  Deacon  Harvey  Claflin.  Among  the  later  ones  may  be  mentioned 
Zeuas  B.  Carpenter  and  his  two  sons,  E.  Z.  and  A.  B.  Carpenter, 
B.  P.  King,  A.  Mntou  Cobb,  Charles  E.  liliss ;  and  others  have  held 
the  position.' 

The  following  report,  which  is  given  in  full,  furnishes  much  interesting 
information  regarding  the  school  a  few  years  after  its  formation  and  is 
especially  valuable  because  it  is  the  only  known  early  record  in  existence. 

Our  school  is  sitiiutod  in  Attic.  Co.  of  Bristol.  Our  .school  liiis  been  in  successful  operation 
for  fifteen  years.  Durint;  that  period  an  incrcasin.i,'  interest  in  its  prosperity  has  been  mani- 
festeil.  It  is  reiranlcil  as  one  of  the  most  proniisiui;  means  of  usefulness  in  operation  among 
us.  The  cause  of  its  increase  durinix  the  !.">  years  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  inc^easin^'  evidence 
of  its  utility  rather  than  to  any  special  ell'ort  to  ,i,'ive  it  poi)nlarity.  Our  cour-e  ha.-  been  silent, 
uniform.  pei>everinir.  and  we  indul-e  the  hope  that  its  prosperity  will  be  laslin;,'.  We  have 
about  100  between  18  and  ~h  who  are  in  Xowconib's  hook  of  Romans,  ab.uit  Go  in  his  2d  vol, 
and  a  few  in  his  tirst.  A  number  in  the  other  Catechism.  We  have  a  rja.s.s  of  old  la-lie.>  who 
formerly  sat  as  spectators.  .\^n  elderly  Brother  by  their  reiiuest  wa>  invited  to  l)econie  their 
teacher.  He  accepted  the  invitation  .t  commenced  I  think  with  four;  soon  the  class  so  much 
increased  that  it  became  necessary  to  divide,  and  another  brother  was  invited  to  be  their 
teacher.  These  scholars  have  ever  been  studious  .t  constant  attendants  at  the  school.  It 
was  mentioned  by  these  old  ladies  that  our  irrey-headed  fathers  should  not  be  pastel  by. 
Accordinj,'ly,  one  of  our  number  went  into  the  street.-,  and  suon  irathered  a  class  whicli  has  >o 
much  increased  that  it  has  been  divided  and  sub-divided.  Our  pa>tor  always  attemls  the  open- 
ing of  the  school  when  at  home,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  it.  His  wife  too  lends  the  lielpin;,' 
han.l  and  has  the  chari;e  of  a  class  of  youni;  ladies.  In  short  they  have  ever  been  the  pillar 
and  main  spriuLC  from  the  commencement.-  Our  teachers  arc  for  the  most  part  punctual  tt 
interested.  Our  le-son  for  the  lirst  8al>bath  in  eai-h  month  is  ^riven  out  from  the  .\>-eml.ly's 
Catechism.  At  the  close  of  the  .-chool  questions  are  a.-ked  from  this  lesson,  which  appear  to 
Interest  all.  "We  have  ha<l  a  s.  .-.  celebration.  ■1"'  of  July,  the  two  past  years,  and  with  a  little 
ctfort  it  has  been  made  very  interesting'.  — our  meetin^'-hou>e  tilled  to  overllowin;r.  Our  school 
was  visited  the  fore  part  of  the  year  with  tiie  out-pourini.'  of  God">  Holy  Spirit,  and  a  niunl>er 

'  The  school  Is  now,  !«•!,  under  the  most  cIVk  lent  jruldancc  of  -Mr.  Martin  L.  Cliapman.  On  Kel>ru- 
ary  15  there  was  the  largest  attendance  ever  known,  there  Itelug  then  tlirce  hundred  and  clgliiy- 
bIx  pcr-oiir<  present. 

'M  Is  apparent  that  Mr.  Tliaclier  here  refers  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  sb)rc  they  were  no  <loiil>t 
"  tlie  main  spring  "  so  long  as  they  renialnc"!  here.  Iiul  .Mr.  Forguson  left  town  In  isJ.'i,  and  Mr.  Jona- 
than Crane  had  been  pa.stor  of  the  church  about  three  years  and  a  half  at  the  time  this  report  was 
written. 
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of  soulx  as  we  hope  ami  trust  were  born  anew,  —  l»ut  for  some  reason  He  lias  l)een  pleased  to 
withdraw  his  Spirit  from  anion;,'  us.    All  which  is  respectfully  submittetl. 

Peter  Thadior,  Superintendent. 
To 

Rev.  Asa  Hiillanl,  Secretary  :Massaclnisetts  Sabbath  School  Society. 
Attleborou,i;h  March  'lb,  1S40. 

Periods  of  depression  have  very  probably  visited  the  school  siiiee  its 
organization  and  lack  of  interest  been  at  times  manifested,  but  for  a  genera- 
tion past  it  has  certainly  been  prosperous  and  is  at  present  in  a  most  nourish- 
ing and  encouraging  condition.  The  reports  show  that  on  January  1,  1887, 
there  were  47  classes  with  11  oflicers  and  assistants.  The  total  number  on 
the  roll  of  both  teachers  and  scholars  was  olG,  of  scholars  462;  the  largest 
attendauce  during  the  year  previous  351,  the  average  ol4,  and  the  aggregate 
16,328,  with  a  gain  in  the  average  attendance  of  28  above  the  year  preced- 
ing. The  home  department  numbered  l.">2.  The  numbei-  of  conversions 
during  the  year  was  32,  and  the  collections  amounted  to  s2(i8.0G.  'J'his  is 
the  largest  Protestant  .Sabbath-school  in  town  and  the  largest  but  one  in  the 
conference  to  which  the  church  belongs. 

"We  have  stated  that  the  first  meetinghouse  in  the  second  precinct  was 
commenced  in  1743.  The  land  upon  which  it  was  built  was  given  to  the 
parish,  and  suljsetjuently  they  i)uichased  additional  lots.  Tiie  building  was 
thirty-five  by  forty-live  feet,  called  a  square  building,  and  stood  on  what  is 
now  the  common,  near  where  one  of  the  large  elm  trees  stands  by  the  path 
which  formerly  crossed  to  the  residence  of  the  late  David  E.  Holman.  It 
faced  the  south  and  had  three  doors,  one  in  the  south  front,  one  on  the  east, 
and  the  other  on  the  west  side.  Through  the  central,  south  door  the  minister 
of  the  olden  time  always  entered  and  with  great  dignity,  uncovering  his 
head  as  did  his  parishioners  while  he  passed  them.  It  was  the  custom  for 
many  to  wait  outside  to  pay  this  mark  of  respect  to  the  minister,  and  for 
those  who  had  entered  the  l)uilding  to  rise  as  he  entered  and  remain  standing 
until  he  had  taken  his  seat.  The  old  meetinghouse  had  the  then  common 
hipped  roof.'  and  often  these  buildings  were  surmounted  witli  a  belfrv,  wherein 
hung  the  bell,  but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  the  presence  of  such  an  appen- 
dage here.  In  lieu  of  a  bell  in  those  days,  "a  drum  was  beat"  or  a  conch 
shell  blown  to  summon  the  '' clockless  people"  to  service,  and  sometimes  a 
flag  was  raised  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  dwelt  beyond  the  sound  of  drum 
or  shell.  "What  special  custom  was  followed  here  we  do  not  know,  but  we 
may  be  sure  that  some  effective  method  was  used,  that  the  people  eveiy  one 
attended  regularly,  and  that  thev  were  never  late. 


'  Opinions  ililTer  witli  repard  to  the  appearance  of  tliU  IjidMliit';  and,  accorfllng  to  the  testimony  of 
eeveral  wlio  i-lalni  to  renienilicv  "just  how  it  lookcil,"  the  roof  was  peaked  not  Idpped.  The  sides 
were  north  and  soiitli,  the  roof  ■'loplu^c  In  lliose  directions,  the  rldire  pole  runnlnir  ea-t  and  west ;  and 
It  hail  iniiny  windows  wltli  very  small  panes  of  Klass,  piohahly  twenty. four  to  each  wlmlow.  A 
memory  picture  which  thus  shows  it  has  nccnily  lieen  niaile  for  .M.ajor  K.  S.  Morton  —  the  result  of 
the  conihlned  testimony  of  about  half  a  dozen  of  the  oMest  inlinbltants  of  the  towD. 
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The  building  of  tliis  lueotiiiglioiisc  iniist  have  been  a  great  event,  and  it  is 
said  "quite  a  crowd  gathered  lo  see  tlic  ground  l)roken,  and  every  male  citi- 
zen who  could  i)Ossn)ly  leave  his  own  affairs,  attended  the  raising."  The 
structure  must  have  been  plain  and  primitive  in  the  extreme,  as  we  now  judge, 
though  it  compared  favorably  with  the  majority  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
people.  It  was  not  finished  inside  for  several  years,  but  eventually  it  had  a 
*'  tier  of  galleries  "  on  three  sides,  a  high  pulpit  with  huge  sounding-board 
no  doubt  occupying  the  othei-.  It  was  nearly  forty  years  before  pews  were 
introduced  here,  and  until  that  time  probably  the  rudest  of  |)ine  benciies  were 
the  only  sitting  accommodation  afforded.  In  some  of  the  churches  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago  it  is  said  that  the  seats  were  so  arranged  that  they  were 
raised  when  the  i)eople,  as  was  then  the  custom,  rose  for  the  i)rayers  ;  and,  the 
amen  being  pronounced,  they  fell  with  a  loud  slam  when  the  people  prepared 
to  reseat  themselves.  This  seems  hardly  compatible  with  tlic  dignitv  and 
propriety  we  have  been  taught  to  believe  the  early  fathers  maintained,  and  in 
these  '•  unregencrate  days"  such  a  ceremony  woidd  not  be  considered  "  con- 
ducive to  the  true  spirit  of  worship."  Whatever  the  style  of  seats  first  used 
here,  in  1780  the  people  were  ready  for  a  change,  for  it  is  recorded  that  in  that 
year  pews  were  introduced  into  the  meetinghouse.  "  The  room  upon  the 
floor  was  divided  and  sold  to  pay  the  expense  incurred  for  alterations  and 
repairs,  amounting,  according  to  record,  to  £23,000;  but  as  if  to  save  their 
credit  from  a  charge  of  wasteful  extravagance,  it  is  added  that  '  one  silver 
dollar'  shall  be  received  for  seventy-two  dollars  of  the  old  emission.'  " 

Another  custom  which  early  prevailed  was  the  one  niaintained  by  the  sect 
called  Friends :  the  men  occupied  one  portion  of  the  church  and  the  women 
another,  families  being  thus  divided  ;  and  this  fashion  obtained  in  some  places 
up  to  quite  a  recent  date.  That  it  was  followed  here  seems  to  be  proven  by 
a  record  made  iu  1793,  in  which  the  "  wimen's  body  of  Seats  below"  is 
mentioned.  It  is  said  that  in  many  of  the  colonial  churches  there  were  two 
ministers.  These  occupied  the  seats  at  the  back  of  the  pulpit,  wiiile  the 
ruling  elders  had  their  raised  seats  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  deacons 
also,  only  a  step  lower  down.  It  is  also  said  that  social  rank  was  some- 
times a  powerful  element  in  the  religion  even  of  our  forefathers,  and  that 
seats  in  church  were  arranged  by  its  standard.  Sometimes  the  places  were 
assigued  by  the  committee  in  charge  according  to  the  position  of  the  men  on 
the  tax  list  and  sometimes  by  grading  their  liberality  toward  the  expenses  of 
the  church.     The  tithing-man  was  an  important  factor  iu  the  old-time  Sabbath 


'These  Tunst  of  course  have  been  SiLiiiish  dolLnrs,  then  In  circulation  In  this  countr)'  and  taken 
fifteen  years  later  as  the  staiidanl  of  the  lirsl  Anierlean  ilollars  coined.  It  Is  dliliciilt  to  even  ni)i)rox- 
linatctlic  actual  cost  of  these  rei>airs.  Twenty  years  previous  It  took  over  £-2,000  of  Khode  Island 
P'lper  money  to  make  £100  sterling?,  and  at  this  time  nuieh  more  would  probably  have  been  rrnulred, 
for  In  17{^>-81  the  papc-r  money  Issued  l)y  Congress  had  become  almost  valueless.  The  true  value  of 
the  sum  which  gouuds  so  larKC  would  therefore  be  very  small. 
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Day  service,  and  lie  was  busily  employed  in  keeping  mischievous  urchins  iu 
order,  waking  the  sleepy  fathers  and  mothers  in  Israel,  and  even  in  watching 
stray  dogs,  who  frequently  followed  their  masters  to  the  sanctuary.  At  first 
a  leader  lined  out  the  psalms,  the  singing  of  which  niust  have  ijeen  uumelo- 
dious  and  wearisome  to  a  high  degree,  since  "two  breaths"  were  often 
required  in  the  prolongntiou  of  one  note  ;  and  later  came  the  choir  of  "  villa'^e 
youths  and  maidens,"  who,  according  to  a  French  gentleman,  —  a  traveler  iu 
this  country,  —  actually  "  sang  tiwee  parts,  and  the  women  sustained  a  fourth." 
For  many  years  meetinghouses  had  no  heatiug  ai)i)ai:itus,  the  women  aloue 
using  footstoves,  while  the  men  sat  in  their  "great  coats"  and  sometimes 
their  hats.  The  fate  of  the  children  is  not  deemed  worthy  of  mention  by  the 
writers;  they  must  have  suffered,  but  of  course  in  silence. 

Another  early  fashion  was  to  build  '*  Sabbath  Day  houses,"  to  be  occupied 
by  the  families  of  the  owners  between  services  and  as  places  in  which  to  eat 
their  lunches.  John  Woodcock  had  one  in  liehoboth  and  another  iu  "NVreu- 
tbaiu,  and  others  may  have  had  them  in  this  town  though  no  mention  of  them 
appears  to  have  been  made.  This  fashion  of  going  to  church  for  the  dav 
and  of  bringing  lunches  continued  here  until  the  second  preaching  service  was 
given  up  a  few  years  ago.  In  one  of  the  small  vestry  rooms,  for  manv  a 
Sunday,  a  cup  of  tea  was  prepared  to  cheer  and- sustain  some  of  the  old  ladies 
of  the  congregation,  and  over  this  fragrant  beveiage  conversation  never 
lagged,  nor  was  it  wholly  confined  to  the  merits  of  the  sermon  just  heard  iu 
the  room  above. 

The  old  meetinghouse  had  its  horse  block  *'at  the  corner  of  the  house" 
and  later  its  row  of  sheds.  Up  to  about  1820  it  may  be  conjectured  no  music 
but  that  of  the  voice  had  been  heard  within  its  walls,  for  at  that  time  it  is 
recorded  that  the  introduction  of  wind  instruments  into  the  services  caused 
trouble  between  Mr.  Ilolman  and  hi.s  people,  which  finally  resulted  in  his 
dismissal.  It  ought,  however,  in  justice  to  be  said  that  this  was  not  the  only 
cause  of  dissension;  money  matters  entered  Uiio  the  dispute,  for  it  a[)pears 
that  the  minister's  salary  was  not  paid  as  promj)tly  as  it  should  have  been. 
The  first  building  was  occupied  for  a  little  more  than  eighty  years  and  then  a 
new  one  was  built  a  few  rods  west  of  it. 

In  the  year  1807  a  number  of  the  mejnbers  of  this  parish  "shewing  that 
the  said  Precinct  is  possessed  in  their  own  right  of  a  small  lot  of  laud,  called 
the  Meeting-house  lot,  in  said  Precinct  with  a  Meeting  house  thereon  :  And 
also  of  Eleven  hundred  and  forty  Dollar.s,  as  a  fund  for  supporting  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  in  said  Precinct,"  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  incorporate 
them  into  a  society.  It  was  therefore  enacted  that  Noah  lilundin,  Jacob 
Bolkcom,  Joab  Daggett,  'I'homas  French,  Calel>  Richardson.  Jr.,  Nathaniel 
Robinson,  Henry  Swi-et,  and  Peter  Thacher.  — with  others  who  had  or  shouM 
join  them,  —  and  their  succcs.sors,  should  be  incorporated  into  a  body  politic 
"with  perpetual  possession,"  and  called  "The  Congregational  Society  in  the 
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Second  Precinct  in  Attlcl)()io'."  These  gentlenieii  and  tlieir  successors 
were  appointed  trustees  with  the  usual  powers.  It  was  pnjvided  that  the 
fund  coukl  be  put  at  interest  ''  until  tlie  princii)al  and  interest,  with  wdiat  may 
be  added  thereto,  shall  amount  to  Four  Thousand  Dollars,"  and  then  the 
interest  or  annual  income  of  the  same  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  paying  of 
whatever  Congregational  minister  might  be  regularly  ordained  and  settled  in 
the  second  precinct.  In  the  event  (jf  any  vacancy  of  a  regulaily  ordained  and 
settled  minister,  interest  could  be  adiled  to  principal,  and  if  at  any  time  the 
interest  of  said  fund  should  be  more  than  sudicient  to  pay  the  minister,  liie 
surplus  could  be  applied  to  •'rebuilding,  enhu'ging  or  repairing  their  meeting 
Jiousc,  or  any  other  purpose  of  pul>lie  utility  as  the  said  society  shall  direct." 
Compensation  was  allowed,  if  desired,  to  the  ollicers  of  this  society,  but  no 
part  of  the  principal  of  their  fund  was  ever  to  be  '-expended  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever,"  etc.     This  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  in  l-'ebruary,  18U7. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  IMarch  30,  1807,  when  Peter 
Thacher,  Jr.,  was  chosen  clerk,  Eliplialet  Wilmarth,  Jr.,  treasurer,  and  .Toab 
Daggett,  Thomas  French,  Peter  Thacher,  Jacob  Bolkcom,  Nathaniel  Robin- 
son, Noah  IMandin,  and  F>zra  Brown,  trustees.  The  necessary  by-laws  were 
duly  framed  and  accepted,  and  signed  liy  Joab  Daggett,  "  Chareman  "  of  tiie 
board  of  trustees.  One  of  these  by-laws  is  explicit :  --It  shall  lie  tiie  (hity 
of  the  Trustees  to  notify  at  the  meeting  house  door  the  Sabl)atii  before  they 
meet  for  renewing  the  securities,  and  if  any  Person  neglects  to  renew  his 
security  at  the  time  tlie  Trustees  meet  for  that  purpose  must  expect  to  be 
called  upon  by  an  Attorney."  Members  of  this  society  are  persons  (jualilied 
to  vote  in  parish  meetings,  being  supporters  of  the  ecclesiastical  society  tlien 
in  the  second  precinct. 

Apparently  the  lirst  mention  of  a  new  church  occurred  ut  a  parish  meeting 
held  in  INIarch,  ISiy,  and  a  committee  of  seven  gentlemen  was  chosen  to  take 
into  considei-ation  the  (juestion  of  repairing  the  old  churcii  or  building  a  new 
one.  Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  done  for  some  tinje,  but  talk  of  a 
new  building  no  doubt  continued,  and  soon  the  propriety  of  placing  it  upon 
another  lot  must  have  entered  into  the  discussions.  The  "meeting-house 
lot"  contained  about  two  acres,  and  while  that  was  sulliciently  lai-ge  it  was 
decided  for  very  good  reasons  to  olttain  more  lanil.  Al)out  INi^O  attempts 
were  made  by  meiul)ers  of  another  faith  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  Flast 
precinct.  Parish  Hunts  being  then  territorial,  freemen,  no  matter  what  their 
peculiar  forms  of  belief,  would  have  rights  in  parish  property.  01)vionsly 
serious  complications  would  be  lial)le  to  arise  under  such  circumstances, 
wiiether  the  sect  seeking  establishment  shoidd  be  one  with  which  the  existing 
t>ne  could  coalesce  or  not,  and  st)me  arrangement  had  to  be  made  to  meet  this 
threateneil  exigency.  The  "Incorporated  Cong.  Society"  presented  itself 
ns  the  solution  of  tiiis  problem,  and  accordingly  on  February  1.  1824,  the 
parish  voted  to  grant  a  petition  made  and  transfer  the  meetinghouse  and  lot 
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to  tlial  socii'ty.  Presfnt  emcigcncies  sociued  to  he  mot  l.y  this  tiaiisf.M',  l.iif 
it  miglit  not  avail  foi-  possililc  ones  in  the  future,  and  it  was  docnied  l.csf  t-. 
get  another  lot  by  some  form  of  purchase,  and  steps  in  that  direction  were  at 
once  taken  by  the  society.  In  May,  1824,  the  trustees  of  the  Franklin  Sclioul- 
house  leased  their  lot  to  the  society  for  the  term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninetv- 
nine  years  under  certain  restrictions.  This  lot  contained  one  fourth  of  an 
acre  and  had  been  liiven  to  them,  as  will  be  seen  elsewhere,  by  Dr.  Abiial. 
Everett  for  the  purposes  of  education.  In  order  apparently  to  make  this 
transfer  good  six  heirs  of  Dr.  Everett  in  October,  1821,  (piitelain)ed  all  their 
*' right,  title  and  interest"  in  this  land.  In  January,  1826,  there  was  a 
purchase  of  about  seventy-five  rods  of  land  made  of  Benjamin  Bolkconi  — 
this  lay  north  of  a  part  of  the  schoolhouse  lot  — and  in  September,  1827.  a 
further  purchase  of  about  four  rods  was  made  of  di.leon  Sweet,  and  this  also 
lay  north  of  the  schoolhouse  lot.  These  transactions  were  in  the  name  of 
Peter  Thachei-,  who  was  trustee  of  the  society. 

In  1825  the  new  meetinghouse  was  built  under  the  following  conditions : 
February  24,  1821,  a  number  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  place  formed 
themselves  into  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  meetinghouse  on  or 
near  the  meetinghouse  lot  in  the  second  precinct  for  the  use  of  the  Incorpo- 
rated Congregational  Society.  The  expense  of  building  was  to  be  divided 
into  shares,  in  number  not  less  than  one  hundred,  and  the  price  of  each 
share  was  not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars.  AVhen  the  shares  should  all  be  taken,  the 
company  agreed  to  appoint  a  committee,  who  were  to  levy  assessments  on 
these  as  necessary  for  the  cost  of  construction,  and  tlie  members  of  the  com- 
pany were  to  be  reiujburscd  for  the  money  thus  advanced  by  the  sale  of  tin- 
pews  in  the  completed  house.  All  the  terms  of  the  agreement  appear  to  havt- 
been  complied  with,  and  all  the  shares  taken.  There  were  thirty-six  share- 
holders:  Jacob  r.olkcom,  Peter  Thacher,  and  Jesse  Carpenter  each  took  ten 
shares;  Jonathan  Uliss,  six;  Gideon  Sweet  and  Kbenezer  Tvler,  five  each; 
five  gentlemen  sul)scribed  for  four  shares  each,  nine  for  two,  and  sixteen  lor 
one  each.  March  30,  Jacob  Holkcom.  Elijah  Ingraham,  Jonathan  IVcl^. 
Noah  Clatlin.  and  Peter  Thacher  were  chosen  a  committee  to  obtain  pian- 
and  submit  them  t<M!ie  company.  On  April  C  this  committee  were  empow- 
ered "  to  purchase  a  lot  of  Col.  Bolkeom,  and  also  the  School  house  lot  to  s!' 
the  meeting  house  on."  and  about  a  week  later  they  were  instructed  "  to  take 
the  North  Baptist  meeting  house  at  the  North  end  of  Providence  for  a  .sv(/;i/'/ 
with  some  variations."  In  the  autumn  this  original  committee  were  direeted 
to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  dedicating  the  new  church,  .-iiul 
that  meeting  was  then  'lesolrfd,  as  dining  the  former  proceedimrs  had  f:«- 
quently  been  the  case,  to  meet  at  ''a  futer  time."  In  January,  1^20,  the 
company  decided  to  finish  the  vestry  at  once,  and  a  little  later  they  voted  ti> 
pay  Jacob  Ca|)ron  S105  to  complete  that  work,  materials  to  be  foinid.  IVti'' 
Thacher  was  chosen  to  provide  these   materials,   while    Amos    Slarkey  wa-* 
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instniclcd  "to  see  lliut  tlio  work  was  iloiic  in.  a  workmanlike  inaiinor." 
Accounts  show  tliat  the  biiikling  cost,  as  before  stated,  alioiit  S<;,00(). 

The  society  book  furnishes  a  little  further  information.  March  8,  1824, 
they  "voted  to  liuild  a  new  meeting  house  provided  the  Stibscrii)tion  be //W 
to  $5,000  in  agreeuicnt  with  a  Subscription  paper  for  tiiat  purpose."  At  the 
same  time  it  was  '•  voted  to  dispose  of  the  Old  Meeting  house,"  and  further, 
"  to  give  up  the  pews  in  the  Old  meeting  house  free  of  any  remuneration 
provided  there  was  a  new  meeting  house  built  there  being  20  in  favour  and  4 
against  (it  being  understood  that  all  must  agree  to  it  or  not  any.)"  A  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  make  some  arrangement  witii  the  pewholders  if  possible, 
l>ut  this  could  not  be  done,  and  appraisers  were  chosen.  These  were  IJen- 
jamin  Shephard,  of  Wrenthau),  Oeneral  Shephard  Leach,  of  Kaston,  and 
Melitiah  Everet,  of  Foxbbrough.  November  ] ,  182.'),  a  committee  of  live,  later 
increased  to  nine,  was  chosen  to  dispose  of  the  old  building  "  at  their  dis- 
cretion by  taking  it  off  of  the  lot  in  two  months  from  date."  It  required 
nearly  twice  as  many  men  to  dispose  of  the  old  chui-ch  as  to  build  the  new 
one,  but  thej'  managed  to  complete  the  laborious  task  after  some  fashion. 
The  building  was  taken  down,  for  it  is  known  that  some  of  its  timbers  were 
used  elsewhere,  but  not  in  what  liuilding.' 

Among  all  the  organizations  connected  with  this  chinch  it  must  have  been 
ditlieult  at  times  to  define  duties.  In  the  agreement  of  the  building  company, 
however,  a  good  bell  was  included,  the  first  placed  in  the  village,  no  doubt, 
and  the  parish  had  to  pay  for  ringing  it.  Very  soon  there  was  trouble  with 
the  bounds  around  the  new  meetinghouse,  and  in  18^>0  it  is  recorded  that 
some  vilUn  brok  a  window.  ''  Praise  services  "  may  not  be  of  as  recent  origin 
as  most  of  us  suppose,  for  in  1S3G  the  parish  ''voted  to  use  the  fleeting 
house  on  Sunday  evening  for  a  sacred  music"  —  concert  probably  the 
clerk  intended  to  write.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  parsonage  was  sold,  and 
the  society  voted  to  put  the  proceeds  into  bank  stock,  fn  ^Nfay,  1838,  it  was 
Voted  by  the  company  to  instruct  Peter  Thachei',  "  Trustee  of  the  Proprietors 
of  their  fleeting  House  and  Lot,"  to  give  a  deed  of  that  estate  to  the  society, 
he  having  held  it  for  some  years  previous  in  trust  for  them.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done  on  the  thirty-first  of  that  month,  "  upon  the  express  condition  that 

'  The  laic  JoiiuUkhi  IMlss,  wlio  wltli  liij;  brotlicr  (ieoiyc  owned  the  Fanner's  iiiUl  properly,  and  wlio 
buUt  and  occupied  tlie  hiriju  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  opposite  llie  resilience  ol  .Mr.  Homer 
M.  I)a;,'i;ett,  purelia.~ed  the  entire  hnildin^'  as  It  stood.  There  was  some  deelde<l  opposition  ti'  the 
erection  of  a  new  nicetin^diouse,  and  tliivats  were  openly  made  to  Mr.  lUlss  to  the  eiVect  that  if  he 
attempted  to  take  down  the  old  one  it  would  he  hurned,  as  the  oppc»itl<>n  preferred  hurnin:;  and 
total  dcstru<-tlon  to  tearin>^  down  ami  further  use.  He  i).Tid  no  attention  to  these  threats,  however, 
out  liail  a  franjc  of  men  in  rcadlnes.-i  and  as  soon  as  the  liuri.'ain  was  made  >el  them  to  work  and  the 
task  of  demolition  was  aceompli-hed  without  molestation.  Wliat  became  of  the  lumber  U  not  known, 
l>ut  .Mr.  Jonathan  IJliss,  son  of  the  above  and  now  reshlent  here,  1-  the  aulhorlty  lor  these  stalemcnts, 
*nd  he  says  he  had  the  old  s()uai'e  pews  to  use  for  playhouses.  These  had  turned  posts  all  around 
llielrtops  for  ornament.  He  has  no  rceolle<.'tlon  of  ever  liearin;;  his  father  say  what  price  was  p;iid 
^or  tills  lumber,  a  fact  which  would  lie  of  much  Interest  at  the  present  day  if  it  could  be  a^celtaiuc^l. 
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the  said  society  shall  control  inana<>e  and  use  the  said  lot  and  house  as  thev 
shall  think  proper  providing:  nevertheless  the  said  lot  and  house  shall  ho 
exclusively  used  and  iniiiroved  for  tho  worship  of  God  by  the  Said  Conifre<r»- 
tional  Society,  and  ])y  their  associates  and  successors,"  etc. 

Nowhere  were  tlie  dimensions  of  tlic  new  l)uilding  fountl,  hut  they  were  the 
same  as  at  present  with  the  exception  of  tlie  length.  It  was  painted  white 
and  so  continued  for  many  years  and,  after  the  Methodist  church  was  built, 
Avas  often  designated  as  "  the  while  church."  'J'hert;  was  at  liisl  but  one 
gallery,  that  at  the  south  end  for  the  use  of  the  singers,  and  tlie  pulpit  was 
in  front  of  and  on  a  level  Avitli  it.  This  pidpit  was  painted  wiiite  and  had 
pillars  in  front,  l)etween  which  sat  the  deacons,  and,  the  stairs  being  iiidden, 
it  was  a  source  of  great  wonderment  to  small  children  how  the  minister 
readied  his  seat.  Tlie  pews  then  faced  the  south,  but  in  ISOS  this  order  was 
reversed,  the  pulpit  placed  at  the  north  end,  and  tlie  side  galleries  put  in. 
Not  long  before  the  old  white  puli)it  was  taken  away,  the  tiien  youtliful  minis- 
ter of  the  parish,  iMr.  Crane,  stood  up  in  front  of  it  to  be  married;  after 
this  it  lay  for  a  long  time  in  tiie  Bolkcom  yard,  now  Dr.  Rronson's,  and  tinally 
disappeared.  The  new  pulpit  Avas  of  inaliogany,  ponderous  and  liigij,  and 
the  sofa  and  chairs  wei-e  of  the  same  material  and  covered  with  black  hair- 
cloth. The  parsonage  money  seems  to  have  been  used  to  make  these  repairs, 
arrangements  being  maile  to  replace  it.  In  182G  tiie  company  voted  to  heat 
the  church  "  with  a  furnice  or  like  the  new  meeting-house  in  Taunton."  This 
proposed  method  was  certainly  not  then  adopted,  foi-  two  stoves  at  the  south 
end  with  long  pipes  extending  under  the  galleries  were  for  manv  years  the 
heating  apparatus  used.  Tlie  music  about  this  time,  forty  or  fifty  years  ago, 
consisted  usually  of  six  pieces.  For  years  Daniel  Clallin  played  the  double 
bass-viol,  Deacon  Harvey  Clallin  and  William  Carpenter  the  single  bass-viols, 
Eben  Smith  the  violin,  E.  Gardener  Tripp  tlie  tromljone,  and,  for  a  time  at 
least,  a  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Taunton,  the  Hute.  The  habit  of  facing  the  singers 
had  become  so  "firm  fixed"  that  tlie  people  continued  to  indulge  in  it  once 
in  each  service  at  least  for  more  than  seventy-live  years,  and  it  was  only 
a  few  years  ago  that  this  awkward  turning  about  was  altogether  abandoned. 
In  1850  an  organ  purchased  by  subscription  was  presented  to  tlie  society, 
and  the  first  orgauist,  -Mi.  \\.  E.  Fuller,  commencetl  playing  on  the  first  Sun- 
day in  Ai)ril  of  that  yeai-.  A  record  of  his  full  salary  was  not  found,  but 
the  previous  year  the  chorister  was  paid  S25.  Mr.  William  I).  Wilmarth 
became  organist  in  1854  and  continued  for  a  great  many  years. 

In  185o  the  parish  began  to  talk  of  enlarging  the  meetinghouse,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1851  the  society  appointeil  Zeiias  B.  Carpenter  a  committee  to  con- 
sult a  lawyer  and  see  how  this  could  lie  done  legally.  As  a  result  some 
alterations  in  the  act  ui  incorp«jration  seem  to  have  been  made,  as  the  society 
was  not  at  first  empowered  to  hold  real  estate.  November  4,  1857,  the  pari^h 
chose  John  Daggett,  Jesse   U.   Carpenter,  and  Daniel  Wilmarth  a  comniittt-c 
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to  attend  to  repairs,  etc.,  and  tlie  rci)ort  tliey  duly  made  was  accepted  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  tlie  chnrcli.  This  is  all  the  parish  i-ccords  fnrnisii  relat- 
ing to  this  matter,  the  society  having  it  in  charuc  ehielly.  In  December, 
1857,  they  chose  these  three  gentlemen  with  Sunnier  K.  Capron  and  Ciodfrey 
AVheelock  their  committee  for  the  same  purpose.  Alterations  were  accord- 
in"lv  made.  Tiie  mectingiiouse  was  cut  in  two,  and  a  piece  set  in,  long 
enough  to  contain  seven  pews,  twenty-eight  being  thus  added  to  the  former 
numlter.  One  or  two  pews  were  taken  away  just  before  the  pulpit,  which 
was  changed  for  a  lower  and  smaller  one,  with  pro[)er  attendant  furnishings, 
the  old  ones  being  sent  to  the  vestry,  where  some  of  the  chairs  are  still  in 
use.  The  gallery  fronts  were  lowered,  and  pew  doors  removed.  Furnaces 
were  put  in,  and  it  was  at  this  time  perhaps  that,  as  has  Itcen  said,  "more 
thunder  was  added  to  the  organ."  Various  other  changes  were  made,  and 
marked  improvements  were  made  in  the  vestry. 

October  ."50,  iSaS,  the  building  conunittee  made  their  final  repoi't  to  the 
society,  and  a  few  extracts  from  it  are  here  given  :  "  In  the  judgment  of  your 
Committee  the  House  is  now  worth  Twelve  Thousand  Dollars,  (.$12,000),  that 
a  new  one  finisjied  and  furnished  as  t]\is  is  could  not  lie  built  short  of  that 
sum.  AVe  iiave  now  a  House  of  worship  of  which  we  need  not  be  ashamed 
either  in  its  exterior  form  or  interior  finish,"  which  "  has  been  much  beauti- 
fied by  Fresco  rainting  and  other  ornaments.  It  is  not  like  the  old  one  offen- 
sive to  good  taste.  The  Committee  think  that  the  greatest  improvement,  one 
that  will  be  the  most  often  appreciated,  is  that  of  tiie  vestry.  It  is  now  one 
of  the  most  convenient  in  its  form  and  arrangements,  pleasant  and  neat  in 
its  appearance,  and  is  not  exceeded  if  equaled  by  any  Hooin  of  the  kind 
known  to  us.  Although  it  has  cost  something  to  make  tlie  alterations  it  is 
now  worth  it.  It  presents  a  most  striking  contrast  with  the  old  one."  Not 
a  word  of  this  descrijttion,  excei)ting  the  last  sentence,  is  true  of  the  vestry 
to-day.  These  repairs  cost  84, '200.  Citizens  of  the  place  sniiscribed  S.500  to 
purchase  and  put  up  the  clock  ;  the  ladies  had  a  fair  which  netted  SriOO,  Avhich 
with  presents,  etc.,  they  increased  to  over  SoOO.  The  society  fund,  which  had 
been  increased  to  S4,000  or  more,  was  used  to  pay  for  the  new  pews  put  into 
the  building,  and  these,  still  owned  by  the  society,  represent  that  sum. 
The  work  was  superintended  by  INIr.  Jesse  R.  Carpenter  with  his  usual  energy 
and  finished  promptly.  On  its  completion  appropriate  dedicatory  services 
vere  held. 

As  stated,  the  parish  in  1S24  transferred  llieir  interest  in  tlie  meetinghouse 
and  lot  to  the  society.  This  was  not  a  legal  sale,  as  was  afterwards  ascer- 
tained, btit  was  confirmeil  I»y  the  Legislature,  which  gave  further  authority 
lo  tiie  society  to  dispose  of  the  building.  The  society  has  no  legal  power  to 
raise  funds  for  the  care,  repairing,  or  l)uildiug  of  a  meetinghouse,  :is  the  jiaiish 
has,  and  therefore  nuich  emi)ari:issmenl  has  at  times  attended  its  proceedings 
in  connection   with   tlnit  organizati(Mi,  and   many  complications  have  arisen. 
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It  was  tl.orefore  cU'cnod   proper  after  due  ii.vesti-atiou  and  deliberation  f..r 
the  society  to  transfer  tliis  property  back  to  tlio  parish,  and  this  thev  accord 
in«rly  agreed  to  do  Deceniber  17,  ISGO. 

At  a  parish  meeting  hci.l  August  1,  ixyj,  a  connniltee  was  appointed  to 
report  upon  Ihe  question  of  buying  or  buihiing  a  parsonage,  and  it  wis  at 
length  decided  to  purcliase  a  iiouse  an.l  lot  on  Peck  Street,  owned  by  Charles 
I.  Cobb,  for  the  sum  of  So,000.  Alterations  and  improven.ents  Imvc  from 
time  to  tune  been  made,  and  it  has  been  occupied  by  the  several  pastors  who 
have  been  over  the  church  hince  its  pmchase. 

During  this  year,  1887,  the  question  as  to  the  advisabilitv  of  pnrchasin-r 
anoduM-  lot  and  ])uilding  a  new  church  has  been  much  agitated,  and  some 
steps  ni  that  direction  have  been  taken,  chiellv  on  the  i.art  of  some  of  the 
lad.es  of  the  parish,  who  have  pledged  themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
accomplish  this  desired  object.  Nothing  definite  has  been  done,  however 
A  meeting  was  held  in  which  some  propositi<.ns  or  suirgestions  were  advanced 
and  the  ladies  hope.l  the  gvntlemen  woul.l  feel  sullicient  interest  to  secure 
a  lot  winch  seemed  appropriate  and  was  then  available.  Enou..h  interest 
was  not  awakened,  aiul,  the  lot  being  too  expensive  for  tiie  ladie^to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  its  purchase  alone,  notinng  further  was  done.  Many 
consider  a  change  in  location  necessary,  while  others  deem  the  present  site 
as  agreeable  as  any  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  to  build  far  from 
the  centre  in  any  direction  would  be  to  benefit  a  few  at  the  cost  of  the  present 
equal  convenience  to  the  many.' 


A^dn  t.c  r  7h  V'""';^'"'  f-M.er  steps  ,..n.Hn.  .owar.I  a  new  ohurch  have  been  taU„. 
A  s,  cclal  •"-''■^  "f '•-  ''-';cs'  .ScwM,,  So,.iety  was  ...11.1  for  January  4.  I.SO.  ..n.l  .,oI.l  at  the  hou~o 
?hi    vPHr    ,  ^       H      ^v  '  '"^  ''""■  *'""  ="='  """"  ""  l"«l'O^Hion  to  be  n.a.lc  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Lean. 

ohnl.  M^        '    .        .  ""■'  •"■•■^'-■"'••■^'"'  ''>-'^  "---ly  ""ani.nous  vote  it  was  .leei  le.l  to  pur- 

Chase  this  property     The  priecpaid  was  ?.,.oo.     A  s,„all  ponh,,,  onlv  was  paid  at  on.-e.  the  ^oc  cty 

^:z  l;:;' 'i;  tI'  ?\^"v'^'^^-  ""-"  -- '« -  •-"  -  ^-y  =^"oui„  i.  Uie  to  ear.:  J;-  )^^c 

Emctt  S.  Cap.o...  tr..stees  for  the  society,  an.l  t;n„„a  L.  IJattey.  sec.etary  of  the  sa.ne.  Tl...  ladb- 
ma  le  ■  W. r  '  '"""""f  '"  /""''  '"""'  ''''''''' '"'"  -'-'-•«'•'«  "•-""■tions  of  the  .lebt  have  b.-n 
aal^io  the  all  ";  '■""?■"■  '"  "'""""  "'  ""-^  '"'  "-"5'-'''^'.  -  «-  apparentlv  criticises  th- 
ne  e    be  ■    ^  In  ,"';'","    "^  '""■'"'"'•  '"^'""■"'  "'^'  '''"''''''■ ''  ''  ^"'-'  -vesfnent  an.l  .honM  ii 

Dacl  on  :  ..  H  ,7'  ","  """''  "'"'""-"^  '"  ""''  '"'■•'  — '■'--'^le  a.lva..ce  over  the  p.i.r 
™,.?      ,  •    ""^.^'-^""^•'"'•"   "••'-«  bee,.  ro..se.l  to  take  some  a.;tion  in  this   .natter.  : ...I  a 

'^:^:::z:zz::::::: """ '-  ""■  --  ■"-""-•  ■^^  --« --  <-"- »."--  - 

Hivx^r'n!^^''  r^'^'^.rT?  """'"  '"'  ""'"'''"■""  1""'^"=^''«  "f  'a"'l  (lOOxIW  feet  in  si/c)  fnu.^  the 
slon  of  Lean  S...-et  a  lot  ample  ...  ...e  >bouM  the  .•hn.ch  ever  .le.-i.le  to  use  1.  as  a  buil.li„K  si.c. 

an!,li  .r.'.in'V  .'7"  ""■  T'?"""  "f '"^•"'■'.o.atin,^  ,he  rl...r.-,l.  ha.l  been  a.itat.vi.  an.l  a.  .ho 
ann.al  .,  eetln;:  held   .J;,n„.,,.v   I,  !>,...  a  c„„„„i„ee  .•.,n>istin..^  of   four  t;o„,le„,e.,  wa.   appolnt.d  ... 

consider  the  .natter  and  take  su-h  .t-ps  as  should   .ee.n  a-lvisable.    This  -o .ittC  wa      ...  .■••.IKd 

together  u.„.I    he  latter  pa.t  of  .lanua.y.  !.!«.  whe..  by  ..nani.nous  ae.lon  It  was  decblo.l  ,o  .-all  :1.- 

SCr.    .l,r     T""^'- "•'■'■"  ^^-  '-•'"   ^•'^"'•"-•y  17.  .X«.     At  ,hat  ,hnc  ,l.e  .e.p.lre .Hon  was 

^oM    •■'  .      ^^  ■n.-ttcr  was  so..,,  cons, .ate.l.    The  parish  up  to  that  .l.no  was  .he  ll-.-al  bo.Iv.as  -...  h 

holdlnu^  all  ,he  p.o,.e.-,y  a.nl  cMndlluK  all  bnsL.ess  a.Vairs.     It  ag.eed  to  the  .lesire.l  ei.an.'e  ..y 
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It  woiiUl  seem  a  pity  tliat  the  land  upon  which  a  house  for  religious  worship 
i)as  stood  for  so  many  years,  and  wliich  was  given  or  (obtained  f<^r  tliat  special 
purpose  and  no  other,  should  be  diverted,  even  if  it  could  1)^',  to  l)usiness 
purposes.  Ought  religions  bodies  or  those  immediately  associated  with  them 
to  consent  to  such  proceedings  or  ratify  such  transactions?  There  is  diver- 
sity of  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  parish  to  give  a  good  titU'  to  this  land, 
some  claiming  that  the  meetinghouse  stands  on  the  schoolhouse  lot,  a  title 
to  which  inigiit  be  very  doiibtfid,  and  others  that  it  is  on  the  liolkcom  land, 
regularly  bought  l)y  the  [)arish.  These  are  fjuestions  which  need  not  I)e  dis- 
cussed here,  l)ut  changes  of  some  kind  seem  to  be  inevitable  eithei"  in  a  new 
building  elsewhere  or  a  renewed  one  here,  the  vestry  having  become  entirely 
inadefjuate  to  the  demands  made  upon  it,  especially  by  the  8abl)ath-school. 
Tlie  latter  would  be  the  plan  the  adoption  of  which  would  be  urged  by  the 
author  —  retain  the  ancient  site,  preserve  the  ancient  landmarks  because  of 
the  hallowed  associations  which  are  clustered  about  this  spot,  with  its  old, 
spired  meetinghouse  and  its  little  "  city  of  the  dead."  And  what  object  is 
more  pleasing  and  lestful  to  the  eye  in  any  scene  —  whctlu-r  it  be  in  the 
crowded  city  or  the  busy  town,  on  the  wooded  hilltop,  in  the  (juiet  valU'v,  or 
by  the  shining  waters  of  the  lake  —  than  a  prett}'  chuicii  in  a  setting  of  vivid 
green,  dotted  with  memorials  to  its  own  pectdiar  dead,  })eat-efidly  ••  making 
a  Sunday  where  it  stands"?  Then  let  the  '*  white  church"  still  stand  in  its 
wonted  place,  still  hold  within  its  honored  walls  the  memories  that  passing 
years  have  gathered  there.  Those  years  have  witnesseil  rude  shatterings  of 
some  of  its  associations,  but  many  abide  here  still  whicli  would  depart  forever 
should  the  church  move  elsewhere,  and  then  the  coming  years  would  promise 
only  change  after  change.  The  qniet  of  the  Sabbath  is  indeed  often  broken 
by  the  shriek  of  engines  and  the  rush  of  trains,  and  the  people  would  fain 
have  a  more  retired  spot  in  which  to  worsliip  God  ;  but  where  in  our  busy 
village  is  such  a  spot  to  be  found,  a  spot  into  whose  precincts  the  rattle  and 
clatter  of  activity  will  not  dare  to  penetrate?  Here  as  elsewhere,  however, 
the  majoi'ity  must  decide,  and  perhaps  the  old  ciuirch  home  will  soon  be 
abandoned.  Should  this  be,  then  let  human  ingenuity-  exert  itself  to  the 
utmost  to  devise  new  laws,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  further  disturbance  of 
the  community's  dead.  Let  the  occupants  of  this  ''(iod's  acre"  slumber 
nuietlv  on  ;  no  sound  I'eaches  tiieir  ears,  no  noise  disturbs  tlieni  ;  they  heed 


selling  Its  property  to  the  clmrcli  for  a  small  sum  In  order  to  make  a  ijooil  title,  ami  the  latter  Is  now 
Its  own  j,'overnln^  hoily.  The  Incorporation  charter  was  ^frunted  March  1,  is'.i:{,  to  "The  Secoml 
I'onjrreijatlonal  Church  of  Atilelioroui,'h,  .Mass."  Oriijinally  there  were  probably  very  few  if  any 
members  of  this  parish  who  wen-  not  also  men\bers  of  the  church,  anil  the  Interests  of  the  two 
bodies  were  then  therefore  one.  With  the  increase  of  population  this  would  naturally  be  rhan^ed, 
niaiiy  beeomln,;;  members  of  tlie  parish  not  lulnij  members  of  the  r-hureli,  nmler  which  clrcumstnni'Cs 
the  afTalrs  of  the  two  bixlie...  must  nt  limes  Inevitably  clash.  This  was  the  fundamental  re.i.-on  for  the 
chancre.  The  parish  still  e\i-t-,  as  it  hoMs  the  KlchanUon  .School  Kiu>d,  the  iluUes  of  \\\\\i\\  trust  aro 
nl'out  all  It  now  has  to  perforin. 
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not  tlie  loud  liiiin  of  business  or  the  roar  and  luiuMe  of  passiiiij  trains  ;  1,  t 
them  sleep  their  deep  sleep  in  peace  until  the  last  truni)iet  shall  awaktn 
theiu.' 


'  If  It  1)c  jikIkciI  Uiat  too  iiuuli  space  lias  )>een  (IcvoIimI  to  the  allairs  of  this  particular  cliun-h  aji'I 
society,  kt  It  hv  retrii'iiiboiect  tliat,  hocause  of  the  situation  of  their  iiroperty,  these  have  at  tiin.* 
Involved  not  only  the  entire  comnunilty  hut  the  town.  Kiirtheruiore.  detnlLs  available  here  and  |iri  . 
sented  are  typical  of  all  llie  ancient  cliurclies  in  the  town  and,  no  doubt,  ol  most  of  tliose  lornicl 
durlu},'  llie  early  days  of  New  Kn-land;  and,  a-ain,  In  view  of  the  prosjiectat  the  time  of  wrltiu-ui 
an  entire  change  — the  possibility  of  the  complete  alteration  of  the  old  eliurch  building  or  itsrenio\:d 
Jfroni  its  ancient  site— It  has  seemed  pardonable  to  the  i;dit(jr  to  prolong  the  sketch. 

It  can  hardly  bo  deemed  out  of  [dace  in  this  note  to  niention  the  recent  purchase  of  a  line  larirc 
organ  for  this  church  at  n  cost  of  over  $3,000,  w  liich  was  raised  by  .subscription,  entertainments,  n, 
It  is  ceri.dnly  litting  to  speak  a  woril  of  high  commenilatiou  of  Mr.  .John  Marsh,  who  has  had  tii. 
chief  rcsi)onsibilily  in  this  enterprise,  anil  who  has  worked  with  unwearied  patience  and  uutiriii.- 
zeal  for  Its  accomplishment.  The  new  inslrunu-nt  has  been  placed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  II. c 
building,  and  a  small  room  built  in  the  opi)osite  corner  under  the  galleiy  and  with  an  outside  dc.i 
for  the  pastor's  use.  The  choir  gallery  is  between  tlieni  and  Ijehind  the  imlpil,  which  is  moved  lor 
■ward,  necessitating  the  removal  of  some  front  pewsand  all  formerly  on  either  side  of  the  i)ulpit.  Tin- 
old  choir  gallery  is  used  for  i)ews.  The  organ  was  used  for  the  lirsttinie  publicly  al  a  concert  (.i. 
July  5,  l.s;)i,  given  by  Mr.  S.  15.  Whitney  and  three  members  of  the  famon-  boy  choir  at  the  Churcii  o! 
tlie  Ailvent  in  IJoston,  where  lie  is  the  organist.  The  program  was  a  most  attractive  one  and  rendeicl 
with  true  artistic  taste  and  skill, and  was  a  musical  treat  .such  as  Attleborough  rarely  has  the  pleasure 
of  licaring,  and  one  long  to  be  remembered. 
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CIIAPTKK    X. 

CHURCIIKS    AND    THIC    MIMSTKV,    CONTINUKD.  NOUTH    I'.AITIST    CHLIJCII. 

ri^^HIS  church  w:is  constitiiled  in  ITGO.  Its  existence,  however,  may  be 
1  traced  back  to  a  date  more  than  twenty  years  prior  to  tliat  —  17-17.  It 
was  at  first  and  for  many  years  afterwards  of  the  Conjire^ational  order, 
though  differing  fr(jin  that  denomination  in  some  respects.  "  There  being," 
say  the  church  lecords,  "a  considerable  number  of  Christians  in  this  phice 
that  are  dissatisfied  with  tlie  Constitution  of  the  standing  order  of  Churches 
in  the  Land  :  they,  witli  some  otliers  formed  themselves  into  a  society  to 
worship  God  according  to  His  word  and  spirit."  Tiiis  was  called  "  a  church 
of  New  Lights,  or  Separatists,"  and  it  consisted  of  seventy-four  members. 
January  20,  1717,  the  church  jnoceedcd  ''to  set  apart  their  esteemed 
Brother  Nathaniel  Shei)ard  by  solemn  ordination  as  their  Pastor,"  and  "  the 
day  after,  Joshuay  Everett  and  AVilliam  Carpenter  were  ordained  Deacons." 
Mr.  Shepard  was  born  in  Norton,  February  13,  1713.  He  was  the  son  of 
Isaac  Shei)ard  and  a  descendant  of  Jacob  Shepard,  of  Wrentham  (now 
Foxborough),  who  was  a  sou  of  Thon)as  Shepard,  of  jMilton.  Till  he  came 
of  age  he  lived  in  different  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  tradition  says 
he  was  a  tailor.  He  married  Mindwell,  daughter  of  John  Woodward,  of 
N'e^^•ton.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Brookline  and 
became  a  inemlter  of  a  church  there.  It  Avas  some  time  later  that  he  became 
a  preacher.  He  continued  pastor  of  this  church  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  14.  17.J2.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  earnest 
preacher.  The  house  in  which  he  died  is  said  to  have  stood  a  few  rods  from 
the  one  occupied  Ijy  Ellis  lUackiuton.  It  is  also  said  "a  very  large  assembly 
attended  his  funeral."  A  Mr.  Carpenter,  f)f  Norton,  preached  the  sermon, 
and  "  his  liody  was  interred  in  the  burying  place  nearly  opposite  to  Col. 
Hatch's  tavern."  His  children  were  Jonathan,  Nathaniel,  Ebcnezer,  Mind- 
well,  Isaac,  Elizabeth,  Jacob,  Ilaiuiah,  and  Samuel. 

This  church  was  from  the  connnencemcnt  small  and  fee])le.  It  ''continued 
public  worship  and  brotherly  discipline."  but  its  "  nundjer  became  smaller 
and  smaller  from  year  to  year."  For  many  years  it  was  diflicult  to  deter- 
mine precisely  the  real  standing  of  the  church  members  and  their  doctrinal 
points  in  regard  to  other  denominations.  For  a  long  period  they  seemed  to  be 
neither  exactly  Congregatioualists  nor  liaptists.  It  struggled  on  '•  through 
many  trials  and  discouragi-ments  "  till  the  year  17i">'.>,  wlii'u  by  vote  it  changed 
its  cc^nstitution  "  from  a  Congregational  to  a  Bajitist  Church  in  what  is  called 


272  A    SKETCH  OF   THE 

open  coniimiiiioii."  At  this  time  there  were  six  male  and  four  female  niL-m- 
bers  who  aL!,reed  in  iloetrine,  and  "  they  formed  feilo\vshi|)  witli  tiie  chureli  in 
Bcllin<rham,  from  whom  they  received  aid."  These  six  men  were  .losinh 
Maxcy,  El)enezer  Guild,  .losepii  Ciuild,  .lohii  Spiairue,  Joshua  Everett,  :iiul 
John  Cheevcr.     June  5,  170'.),  they  applied  to  tiii'  Belliniiham  church. 

Two  years  previous  to  this  time,  in  April,  ITCT,  Mr.  Abraham  lUoss  IukI 
moved  from  Sturbridge  to  Attlelxjrough  to  take  charge  of  this  church.  He 
was  not  installed,  but  preached  here  two  years,  till  his  death,  Septemlter  l(i, 
17C9.  During  the  previous  year,  1708,  the  church  had  met  together  several 
times  to  consult  upon  the  jjossibility  of  continuing  upon  the  open  conmuni- 
ion  j)lan,  which  they  found  to  be  impossible,  and  the  result  was  the  formation 
of  the  little  church  of  teii  members  "on  strict  Baptist  principles."  Haviuij; 
thus  settled  down  \\\Mn\  the  Baptist  platform,  they  soon  united  with  the  War- 
ren Association,  within  whose  limits  the  chui-ch  was  situated.  Tiiis  was  in 
1771,  and  tlie  church  remained  in  that  association  until  1S37,  when  it  joined 
the  Taunton  .Association. 

From  the  time  of  the  formation  there  was  a  gradual  increase  in  numl)ers. 
Once  in  three  months  ]\Ir.  Noah  Alden  preached  for  the  people,  and  occa- 
sionally they  were  visited  by  other  clergymen,  until  Elder  Job  Seamans 
"came  among  them."  He  was  of  *' Sackville,  Cumberland  county,  and 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,"  now  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  (18o4). 
Mr.  Seamans  was  boin  in  Swansea,  ]Mass.,  May  13,  1748.  He  removed  to 
Sackville,'  New  Brunswick,  with  Elder  Mason's  company,  who  emigrated 
to  that  place  from  Swansea  in  1703.  He  there  became  a  preacher.  After 
preaching  for  a  time  to  the  satisfaction  oi  the  church  there,  he  came  to  New 
England  to  visit  friends.  He  remained  for  a  time  in  Providence  with  Pre>i- 
dent  Manning,  of  Brown  University,  who  introduced  him  to  the  Attleborougli 
chuich.  He  was  invited  to  become  its  pastor,  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
in  October,  1772,  removed  here  with  his  family.  A  place  was  found  for  hiin 
with  "•  widow  the  Chloe  Blackinton."  She  liad  a  farm  and  offered  to  let  him 
take  it  on  shares. 

Elder  Seamans  was  ordained  December  15,  1773.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  Elder  Backus,  President  Manning  gave  the  charge,  and  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  was  given  by  Elder  Charles  Tlionipsou.  In  1770.  he  in 
conjunction  with  Elder  Biel  Ledoyt,  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  was  appointed  by 
the  Warren  Association  a  missionary  to  visit  various  parts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. In  the  course  of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Attleborougli,  wlieiv 
he  remained  till  178H.  He  labored  here  very  faithfully  for  about  fourti'en 
years.  On  May  10,  1787,  he  lequestod  a  dismission  from  the  church  in  thi> 
place,  which  was  reluctantly  granted  Novcndicr  25  of  the  same  year.     Iw  l'"-' 


'  TIk'  place  was  then  callcfl  Taiitarraiiiar  by  flie  Kreiicli  ami  was  Int  lie  Province  of  Xovn  Scotia. 
See  IJeneillct's  lltatory. 
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first  letter  which  ho  sent  to  the  chinch  loganlino;  liis  dismission  occur  these 
words:  "Beloved  brethren,  I  came  to  you  in  peace,  and  have  served  you 
lon<rer  than  .Jacob  served  for  his  beloved  Racliel  and  Leah.  And,  althoniih  I 
have  served  with  many  imperfections,  yet  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  I  have 
strove  to  live  in  peace,  and  now  I  desire  to  depart  in  peace."  When  he  came 
to  the  church  there  were  twenty-three  members  ;  when  lie  left  there  were 
seventy-four.  He  removed  to  New  London,  N.  H.,  Avliere  he  had  preached 
during  his  mission,  and  was  settled  over  the  new  Baptist  church  in  that 
place,  which  he  established  at  the  same  time.  Here  he  continued  till  his 
death  in  1830  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two.  Mr.  Seamans  married 
Sarah  Eastcrbrooks,  by  whom  he  had,  while  in  Attleborough,  eight  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  fQur  daughters. 

Rev.  William  Williams, •  who  was  a  member  of  this  church,  and  the 
respected  pastor  of  the  liaptist  society  in  Wrentham,  occasionally  supplied 
the  pulpit  during  the  vacancies  which  occurred  after  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Seamans. 

November,  1789,  Elder  Abner  Lewis  came  from  New  iiedford  to  Attlebor- 
ough and  continued  the  pastor  of  the  clunx-h  until  September,  1795,  wlicn  he 
returned  to  New  Bedford.  After  this  ^Nlr.  Laben  Thurbcr  preached  here  till 
April,  1797,  when  he  relinquished  the  oflice  of  a  religious  teacher  and 
removed  to  the  east  part  of  the  town. 

Elder  James  Bead,  wiio  was  then  resident  in  Assonet  village.  Freetown, 
commenced  preaching  here  in  April,  1800,  and  was  so  well  approved  that  in 
December  of  the  same  year  the  church  gave  him  an  invitation  to  settle,  which 
was  accepted,  in  February  following  he  removed  to  Attleborough,  and  was 
installed  August  18,  1801.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gano.  of 
Providence,  the  charge  given  by  Elder  Pitman,  of  Behoboth,  and  tlie  right 
hand  of  fellowship  l)y  Elder  Baker.  At  the  same  time  Edward  Clark  was 
ordained  as  an  evangelist.  Mr.  Clark  died  April  22,  1811,  in  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  his  age. 

Elder  Bead  was  descended  from  John  Read,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Newport,  R.  I.  His  son  John  married  and  settled  in  Freetown  in  1067. 
His  children  were  Joseph,  John,  and  Hannah.  Elder  Read  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Read  and  :Mary,  his  wife,  but  the  date  and  place  of  his  birth  are  not 
known  to  the  author.     He  was  ordained  in  Tiverton,  R.  L,  October  30,  1799, 


'He  was  a  fulL'bratoil  instructor  of  youth.  Ho  «ouinicn<-e<l  a  pcliool  for  littliifr  young  men  for  col - 
IfKC  near  liU  nirctlnKliousc  In  Wrt^nthani,  vxliicli  lie  continui'il  for  ninny  years  with  <llstin;:uishe(l 
success,  lie  cilucatd  upuanU  ol  one  humlrol  stU'lcnts  ( I'.encilct's  JliMonj  nftlie  lUiptists  ,\\w  mo.-t 
of  whom  grniUi:itc<l  at  liiown  Univcr-ity.  Many  of  tliem  Ijocame  ili>tln,i,'ulshcil  men.  In  the 
numhovof  his  pupils  were  Dr.  Mavcy,  lion.  Duviil  K.  William^,  formerly  governor  of  South  Caro- 
Unu.and  Hon.  Tristaui  llurgess,  the  late  eIoc|uent  niemlier  of  Congress  from  Uhotlc  Islan<l,  n  colc- 
bratol  lawyer  in  rrovlileiuc  ami  professor  of  oratory  In  Mrown  Inlvcr-ity. 

Mr.  Willhuns  himself  was  eilucatol  at  Katnn's  .\ca.leuiy,  New  .Jersey,  ami  grarluate<l  at  r.rowii 
I'lilverslty  lu  ITC'.i,  which  was  the  tir-t  class  in  that  Inslitution.  lie  marrldl  for  his  secoml  wife  .Miss 
Titus,  the  "laughter  of  Deacon  .1.  Titus,  of  .Milehorougli. 
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though  not  ovei-  the  cliurch  in  that  phicc.  lie  (.'ontinued  hi  the  niuiistry  hi  thi> 
town  fi'oin  the  tinie  of  his  instiilhitioii  until  his  deiitli,  which  occurred  Oclol.er 
21,  1811,  in  the  forty-sixth  veiir  of  his  age.' 

He  was  a  worthy  and  useful  ininister  and  universally  respected  as  a  man. 
The  records  of  the  church  bear  ample  testimony  of  the  estimation  in  whicli  ho 
was  Jield  by  his  people.  "  In  tiie  i)riiiie  of  his  life  :ind  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness,  the  Lord,  who  doeth  all  things  according  to  his  good  pleasure. 
hath  seen  fit  to  remove  him  from  tlu;  church  militant  to  tiie  church  trium- 
phant. Leaving  the  wife  of  his  youtii  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  husband. 
and  three  cliildren  to  mouin  the  loss  of  a  kind  parent,  and  this  church  and 
society  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  one  whoso 
faithful  warnings  will  long  be  had  in  remembrance  by  many  of  them."  His 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  (iano,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  riainville. 

Elder  Read  did  not  confine  himself  to  labors  in  his  own  parish  in  this  town. 
but  took  frequent  j)reachiiig  tours  into  other  places.  It  is  said  of  him: 
*'  He  found  much  pleasure  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  the  destitute  places  of 
Southeastern  JNLassachu setts,  IJhode  Island,  and  Connecticut."  lie  even  went 
into  western  New  York  and  always  and  everywhere  found  a  "  welcome  in 
these  then  sparsely  settled  regions."  One  says:  "It  is  believed  that  he  thus 
laid  the  foundation  of  several  churches.  An  al)sencc  of  whole  weeks  on 
these  missionary  tours  was  always  at  his  own  expense.  He  returned  home 
from  tlieiii  burning  with  a  desire  to  be  able  to  preach  in  other  villages  beyond. 
His  salary  was  not  ample  enough  to  allow  him  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the 
church.  There  being  no  parsonage  he  rented  a  house  and  piece  of  land  near 
the  church,  and  by  the  produce  of  five  days  labor  of  the  week,  added  to  the 
support  of  his  family."  A  member  of  his  family  says  that  his  salary  was 
three  hundred  dollars  i)er  annum,  a  sum  that  did  not  suflice  to  support  his 
family  even  with  the  most  rigid  economy  and  industry.  He  had  a  small  fund 
—  S2,000 —  which  he  had  saved  before  he  entered  the  ministry,  and  from  this 
fund  he  drew  from  year  to  year  as  necessity  required. 

He  was  a  kind-hearted  and  self-denying  man,  ''an  earnest,  laboriou^ 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  his  preaching  eminently  scriptural."  One  says  : 
"Like  Dryden's  faithful  pastor  he 

'Preaclietl  the  Joys  of  ]Ie:ivcn,  ami  ]j:iiiis  of  Ikll, 
And  warned  the  ^5inlu•r  with  heconiinj,'  zeal. 
But  on  eternal  .Mercy,  lo\  e<l  to  ihvcll.' "' 

He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  itrother  mini-t-ters,  '•  and  when  God  called 
him  from  his  earthly  labors  to  come  up  higher,"  one  of  them  writes:  '•  ^^  e 
and  the  churches  feel  and  moinn  his  loss." 

>  He  must  have  liceii  l>oni  In  ITi.S  or  1TG9.  —  Editob. 
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He  delivered  a  "  Ceiiturv  Sermon"  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  John  Sliepard's  (*' the  ancient ")  J)irth  in  Foxboroiigli.  This  was  about 
ten  years  beford  his  deutli,  and  tlie  occasion  was  made  one  of  "^rcat 
attraction." 

Mr.  Read  married  llel)ecca  Burton,  of  Warren,  K.  I.,  who  died  in  18;^3, 
aired  sixty-six  years.  They  had  tlnee  chililren  :  Andrew  B.,  who  died  in 
1877;  Sanniel  Stilhnan  (the  third  son),  who  died  al)Out  1831  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-seven  ;  and  James  II.  (the  second  son),  born  August  30,  1801, 
and  who  is  still  living  at  the  period  of  tiiis  Avriting,  having  reached  the  very 
advanced  age  of  eiglity-live.' 

April  28,  1815,  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson,  who  was  then  preaching  in  Bcll- 
iugham,  was  invited  "  to  take  the  Pastoral  care  of  this  church."  He  was 
dismissed  in  May,  1820.  For  one  year  the  pulpit  was  sujiplied  by  Rev. 
Jonathan  AYilson,  and  the  succeeding  year  by  several  ministers. 

Rev.  Silas  Hall,  of  Raynham,  came  here  in  1823  and  remained  four 
years.  He  was  subsequently  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Taunton.  He 
was  a  veteran  preacher  in  this  part  of  the  State,  having  supplied  numerous 
churches  in  various  towns.  He  continued  his  services  as  a  preacher  till  near 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Raynham. 

Rev.  William  Phillips  succeeded  Mr.  Hall  as  pastor.  He  was  ordained 
here  in  February,  1827.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Benedict,  of 
Pawtucket.  Mr.  Phillips  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1826 
and  attended  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Newton.  He  remained  over  the 
church  here  but  two  years,  having  received  a  call  from  the  Third  Baptist 
church  in  Providence  to  become  their  pastor,  which  he  accepted.  He  con- 
tinued there  until  1812,  when  he  resigned  his  charge  and  ever  after  declined 
settling  as  pastor  over  any  society,  though  he  continued  to  preach  in  neigh- 
boring churches  till  his  death. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  Provincetown,  INIass.,  August  24,  1801.  He  died 
May  30,  1879,  at  his  residence  near  Providence,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
nine  mouths,  and  six  days.  In  1827  he  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Jei'e- 
miah  Cole,  of  Providence.  His  second  wife  was  Roxalana,  daughter  of  l>en- 
jamin  Edwards,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  At  his  death  he  left  a  widow,  tive 
sons,  and  one  daughter.  In  1830  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity and  held  the  otlice  till  his  death.  In  an  obituary  notice  of  him,  pub- 
lished soon  after  his  decease,  the  writer  thus  speaks  of  his  character  as  a 
preacher:  ''In  the  pulpit  Mr.  Phillips  gained  attention  by  his  rich  and  per- 


'  Mr.  Hc.i<l  lian  liccii  for  many  ycar:»  a  rcslilcnt  of  Proviflciice,  R.  I.  lie  w.is  a  warm  fricml  of  the 
author  lor  a  Ion;;  poriocl.  He  retains  his  faciiUlcs  to  a  rcniarkahk;  <lt;i;rec,  has  the  vigor  of  Intellect 
belonging;  to  lui'lcUc  life,  ami  his  (leinnanslilp  nili,'ht  In-  the  envy  of  many  a  yonth,  as  a  lieautifully 
written  letter  to  the  Kdltor,  contalnln;,' fads  of  much  liiten.'st,  ocurH  ample  testimony.  Ptiacon  IJeail 
lUcilJimc  J,  ls'j;i,  u;,'C(l  ninety-one  years,  nine  months,  ami  sixilays.  ["  Ilcenjoyeil  pretty  jrooil  health 
up  to  about  a  year  before  his 'leaih,  ancl  rctalneil  his  mental  faculties  (|uttc  clear  until  within  a  few 
uionths  when  lilsinhul  )>eenie<l  to  fall  i»oinc."J 
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siKisivc  voice,  and  liy  liis  iigrecablc  tlcliverv.  And  his  sermons,  clear  and 
orderly  in  their  lucthotl,  and  t'nll  of  thonghtfui  instruction,  delivered  from  a 
study  of  the  word,  and  a  livin;^,  progressive  Christian  experience,  had  a 
charm  and  force  of  their  own,  imparted  l)y  the  iicntle  and  gracious  character 
of  the  man,  and  tiie  excellent  spirit  that  was  in  him.  He  was  a  good  man 
and  true,  and  universally  honored  and  loved." 

Hoy.  Jonathan  E.  l-'orbnsli  was  received  into  the  cliurch  and  chosen  pas- 
tor April  1,  1832,  and  remained  for  four  years. 

Rev.  Silas  Hall  olliciated  a  second  time  as  pastor,  commencing  in  January, 
1837,  and  remaining  two  years. 

Rev.  Reuben  Mowry  was  the  next  jiastor.  He  came  here  in  June,  1839, 
and  continued  a  successful  ministry  for  eiglit  years  till  INIay,  1847,  when  he 
requested  a  dismission  to  accept  a  pastorate  in  Homer,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Lovell  had  charge  of  the  church  for  throe  years,  commencing 
his  labors  in  1847  —  being  ordained  June  23  of  that  year  —  and  remaining 
until  June,  1851.  This  was  his  last  pastorate.  He  supplied  a  church  in 
Vallev  Falls,  R.  I.,  for  a  few  months  ami  died  there  in  November,  1851. 

Rev.  William  H.  Alden,  now  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  was  ordained  over 
this  church  8epteml)er  1,  1852.  He  had  snp|)lied  the  pulpit  for  about  a  year 
previously,  while  still  a  student  at  Newton  Theological  Seminary.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  i)astoratc  till  April  2G,  185G,  when  he  recjuosted  a  dismission  to 
accei)t  the  call  of  the  First  Church  of  Lowell,  this  State. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Warreu  was  next  called.  He  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
church,  and  commenced  his  ministry  October  1,  1857,  when  he  was  installed. 
He  was  dismissed  in  October,  18G0,  after  a  very  successful  pastorate. 

Following  I\Ir.  Warren,  Rev.  J.  F.  Ashley,  of  Teni|)lt!ton,  supplied  the 
pulpit  three  months  and  was  here  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  the 
spring  of  ISGl,  when  he  enlisted.  He  was  chosen  captain  of  Company  I,  the 
volunteer  company  that  was  formed.  "  JMay  12th,  the  churcii  unanimously 
passed  a  resolution  earnestly  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  comixmy 
and  the  citizens,  hoping  he  might  be  left  to  his  duties  at  home."  This  actit)n 
was  of  no  avail  and  he  led  liis  company  to  the  front.  ^larch  30,  18G2,  ho 
asked  to  l)e  dismissed.  This  request  was  granted,  and  his  pastorate  ended 
one  year  after  its  regular  commencement. 

Rev.  AI)ijah  Hall  accepted  a  call  October  I'J,  1862.  in  Decendjer,  18G5. 
bis  repeated  resignation  was  accepted.  To  him  succeeded  Rev.  George 
Cooper  for  a  few  years.  He  was  ordained  here  June  1,  1866,  the  regular 
duties  of  the  pastorate  being  assumed  the  following  October.  He  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request  in  Decend)er,  18C'.',  and  wont  to  Gloversvillc,  X.  ^  • 
He  is  now  in  Richmond,  Va.  In  1871  Rev.  Lyman  Chase,  of  Ilightstown. 
N.  J.,  received  arid  accepted  a  call  from  the  cimrch.  He  remained  only 
about  a  year,  l)ut  was  much  esteemed.  In  1872  Rev.  William  Fit/.,  •>! 
Moutpclier,  Vt.,  Injcame  pastor,  and  during  that  year  a  commodious  parson- 
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age  was  built.  lie  resigned  in  1873,  Ijocausc  the  society  was  not  able  to 
meet  the  obligation  it  had  imposed  upon  itself  as  an  inducement  for  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  church. 

lu  April,  1871,  Kev.  Samuel  T.  Fiost  liecame  pastor.  His  labors  ceased 
at  his  own  request  July  1,  1875.  After  him  the  church  called  Kev.  W .  II. 
Kling,  of  Wakefield,  H.  I.,  who  became  thcii-  i)astor  December  2-J,  1S75. 
His  ministrations  ceased  in  the  autunni  of  1881.  In  the  spring  of  1883  a 
unanimous  call  from  lioth  church  and  society  was  extended  to  Kev.  F.  W. 
Towle,  of  Kochester,  N.  Y.  He  remained  until  the  spring  of  1886, 
becoming  very  much  endeared  to  the  peoj>le.  At  that  time  failing  health 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  resign  his  labors  and  employ  himself  in  a  differ- 
ent vocation. 

In  August  of  1886  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  to  Kev.  Charles  II. 
Wheeler.  He  was  born  in  AVellesly  village  in  the  town  of  Needham,  this 
State.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1882  and  at  Newton  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in  1885.  He  commenced  pastoral  labors  in  Pittsfield,  N.  H., 
and  from  tliat  place  came  to  this  town.  He  was  installed  here  October  6, 
1886,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  yearly  Associational  gathering,  and  is  the 
present  pastor  of  llie  church  (1887).' 

The  first  meetinghouse  was  not  finished  till  1781,  though  it  was  erected 
many  years  previous,  before  the  Kevolutionary  AVar,  and  meetings  were 
held  in  it  during  that  time.  Peter  Blackintou  gave  the  lot  on  which  it  stood. 
The  deed  of  gift  was  not  made  until  some  time  after  the  house  was  liuilt. 
It  bears  date  October  13,  1783,  and  is  given  to  "  Daniel  Daggett,  Levi 
Maxcy,  Gent.,  Joseph  Guild,  Juu.,  Yeoman,"  —  the  committee  foi-  the 
church, — ''  for  the  use  of  a  meeting  house  lot,  and  that  only  forever." 
Further,  "Said  lot  contains  by  estimation  one  third  of  an  acre,  be  it  more 
or  less.  (Keserve  to  said  Blackintou  one  apple  tree  on  said  premises),  —  and 
said  Society  to  maintain  two  thirds  of  the  fence  on  said  lot.  With  war- 
ranty." The  first  building  was  finished  ''in  the  old-fashioned  style,  witii 
souuding-l)oard,  i)ulpit  almost  as  high  as  the  galleries,  old  men's  seats  front- 
ing the  pulpit,  square,  high,  upright  pews,  with  railings  through  which  the 
minibter  was  seen,  no  stoves,  no  window  curtains." 

The  present  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  si)ring  of  1817  and  is  substantially 
the  same  as  when  erected.  The  present  site  "  between  the  two  roa<ls, 
was  offered  by  Col.  Hatch,  to  which  an  aildition  was  m.ade  by  William  Black- 
intou." The  new  ])uilding  had  at  first  no  ve.stry  and  was  twenty  feet  shorter 
than  now,  and  the  church  continued  to  use  the  old  building,  which  stood 
where  the  schoolhouse  now  stands,  for  its  social  meetings  for  a  number  of 
years  after  this  was  built.  About  the  same  time  a  house  was  purchased  of 
the  "Cotton    Manufacturing  Company"  for  a  parsonage,   which  was    used 

'  Rev.  S.  Knowle^)  Is  tlie  |)rejeni  pastor  (IdicJ). 
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until  1828.  During;  that  year  a  parsoiiaire  Ava.s  built,  it  beiiisj;  the  house  later 
occupied  Ity  Mr.  Dextt-r  Day.  The  pri-seut  parsouaiie,  as  has  been  staleil, 
was  built  in  1872. 

As  we  have  seen,  this  (church  was  formed  in  ITfl'J,  with  ten  nieniljcrs.  In 
1793  this  nunil)er  had  increased  to  seventy-four,  and  ten  years  later  there 
had  been  an  additional  increase  of  thirty.  There  have  been  periods  of 
special  revival  under  several  of  the  jiastors,  notably  Ivcv.  ^Mr.  Nelson.  lu 
1813  there  were  one  hundred  anil  eleven  members;  in  181G,  about  a  year  after 
]Mr.  Nelson  became  ptistor,  the  church  had  nearly  doubUul  in  size,  there  bein" 
then  two  hundred  and  seven  members.  The  folhnviiiif  year,  1817,  "thirty- 
three  were  dismissed  to  form  the  Bajitist  Church  in  F<)xborouuh."  At  the 
end  of  eight  years  from  this  time  we  lind  the  numbers  ureatly  reiluced,  there 
being  then  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  ;  two  years  later  we  find 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine;  and  in  1842,  wiiile  Kev,  Mr.  ]\Iowry  was  pastor, 
the  largest  number,  two  hiuKbed  and  twelve.  In  1844  (piite  a  number  were 
dismissed  to  form  another  chinch,  and  for  )iiore  than  ten  years  ensuing  there 
seemed  to  be  a  steady  though  gradual  decrease,  until  under  Rev.  Mr. 
Warren  large  additions  were  made,  and  under  Kev.  .Mr.  Cooper's  pastorate 
the  number  again  exceeded  two  hundred. 

Many  have  left  this  church  and  congregation  to  wcn'ship  witii  other  societies 
in  the  vicinity,  but  the  congregation  is  again  increasing,  and  the  present  aver- 
age is  about  two  hundred,  and  the  meinbershii)  of  the  church  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven.  The  Sunday-school  has  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  mem- 
bers, and  the  average  attendance  is  about  one  hundred  and  forty. 

"  Connected  with  the  Church  is  a  legal  Society,  formed  and  organized 
under  the  R.  S.  by  Hon.  John  Daggett,  Feb.  11th,  1854."  This  society 
has  the  care  of  the  property  and  the  financial  affairs  of  the  church.  Its 
resources  are  the  voluntary  offerings  of  its  members  and  the  congregation, 
as  the  sittings  in  the  church  are  free  to  all  who  choose  to  attend  the  religious 
services. 

SOUTH    HAPTIST    CIIUKCII. 

This  church,  which  is  now  extinct,  was  established  as  early  as  1700.  Its 
records  cannot  be  found.  April  20,  178'J,  the  lirst  and  second  Baptist 
churches  in  Attleborough  met  and  agreeil  upon  fellowship  as  sister  churches. 
Previous  to  this  union  there  seems  to  have  l)een  some  trouble  over  doctrinal 
matters.  Elder  Isaac  Backus,  of  Middleborough,  writes  to  the  "Brethren' 
of  this  church,  referring  to  those  troubles.  lie  and  two  brethren  from  his 
church  were  invited  to  bo  present  at  the  ordination  of  some  elder  over  the 
South  Baptist  church,  which  occurred  .Iidy  3,  l~i'>o.  Upon  examination  it 
was  found  that  this  church  held  to  *'  communion  with  pc<lobaptists,"  there- 
fore Elder  Backus  could  not  act  with  tln'Ui.  Other  dissensions  arose,  but  of 
their  settlement  the  author  knows  nothing.     The  doctrinal  matters  must  have 
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been  satisfactorily  orranucci,  or  the  union   above  mentioned  could  not  have 
been  consuniinatod. 

Elder  Elihu  l):i<rgett  was  the  first  preacher.  It  is  believed  that  he  was 
never  rcgidarly  settled  here.  He  occasionally  pi-eaclu'd  at  the  North  Baptist 
church.  lie  was  the  son  of  Deacon  IMayhew  Dat;<j:ett,  of  this  town.  His 
wife  was  Kebeccah  Stanley,  dauohtc)-  of  Jacob  Stanley,  one  of  the  first  of 
that  name  who  came  here  from  Topsfield.  He  had  two  sons,  Ichabod  and 
Mayhew,  in  the  French  War.^  He  was  interred  in  the  north  burying-g:round. 
On  his  gravestone  is  the  following  inscription  :  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Elder  Elihu  Daggett,  who  died  August  29th,  ITliO,  in  the  60th  year  of  his 
age."  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of  'Mvs.  Kebeccah  Daggett,  (his  widow)  who 
died  September  20th,  179!),  in  the  Both  year  of  her  age. 

"  What  u-e  left  behind  ?^s•,  others  ]>ossess ; 
What  we  gave  to  the  ])00i\  u-e  carried  vith  us." 

The  next  preacher  was  IClder  Elisha  Carpenter,  Jr.  He  was  settled 
June  7,  1778,  according  to  a  certificate  found  cited  on  the  town  records.  He 
remained  pastor  of  the  church  till  about  1798,  when  he  removed  to  Providence, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died. 

Elder  Carpenter's  connection  with  the  cluirch  was  evidently  not  entirely 
dissolved  until  some  yeai's  later  than  the  above  date,  for  in  a  letter  to  a  sister 
dated  "  Attleborough,  Jan.  2(),  1802,"  he  mentions  tlie  business  meeting  at 
which  the  church  dismissed  himself  and  his  wife  and  were  about  to  send  them 
"away  in  Peace,  with  recommendations  as  they  thought  best."  He  speaks 
of  having  preached  a  few  sermons  and  should  preaeli  what  he  could  wjiile  he 
stayed.  From  this  letter  it  would  seem  that  he  was  acceptable  to  the  chuivh, 
and  they  were  loth  to  part  with  him.'-  He  was  a  native  of  this  town,  a  son  of 
Elisha  Carpenter,  and  was  born  August  17,  1745.  His  wife  was  Anna  Free- 
man, also  of  this  town. 

Soon  after  P>lder  Carpenter's  removal  the  church  was  dissolved  and  the 
members  connected  themselves  with  other  churches  in  the  vicinity.  The 
meetinghouse  was  taken  down  about  1810.  It  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road  leading  fiom  what  was  known  twenty  years  later  as  the  late  Thomas 
Cooper's  place  to  that  of  Captain  Joseph  Tiffany. 

FIRST    UNIVKKSALIST    SOCIETY. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  August  17,  1816,  when  the  society  was  organ- 
ized. The  original  comjjact  states  that  "  Daniel  Hichardson,  Jr.,  Obed 
Robinson,  and  fortv  others  associated  themselves  together  as  the  First  Uui- 


'  See  Porter*!*  Memoir  of  Colonel  Jonathan  EiUlii,  \\.  4. 

'  He  m.Tv  have  left  town  *'  about  ITi'M,"  retunilnp  to  prc.ich  soiiiettnics,  and  the  church  may  have 
refuscil  a  final  lUsniLsslon  until  about  the  ilate  of  the  letter  quoteil.  The  e.xpresslou  •'  preach  what  he 
coulil  "  sccme  to  Imply  feeble  health.  —  Euitor. 
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^e.saI>.st  Society  in  Attlel>on,ugh."     February  20,  1818,  it  was  ineornor-u.,! 
by  Act  of  leg,sa..M-e  .nuln-  that  na.nc.     The   first  religious  services  wc 
beld  in  a  hall  belonging  to  Samuel  Xewell,  of  West  AttleborouWi      He  w. 
the  proprietor  of  -  Nowell's    Tavern"  at  that  time,  and   this  "hall  w.s  no 
doubt  the  one  connected  with  his  famous  inn. 

The  first  minister  was  the  Hev.  K'icluud  Carrique,  who  c-ommenced  pr-nch- 
•  ng  here  in  May,  1817.  A  lot  was  purchased,  and  during  the  summer  if  IS  « 
a  n>eetingi.ouse  was  built.     It  stood  on  the  ohl  i>ost  road  a  few  rods  south  of 


the  Pirst  Congregational  meetinghouse  and  opposite  Newell's  tavern  The 
building  was  dedicated  on  December  2'J,  1818.  at  which  time  Mr.  Carrim.e 
was  ordained   (or   installed?)  and  Kev.  Ilosea   Ballon   preached   the   sei 


Very  little  is  known  of  Mr.  Cani.p.e's  previous  or  subser,uent  life  V 
notice  of  the  death  of  his  son  in  Pawtucket  states  that  he  was  born  in 
^V  .  bamstown,  this  State,  and  from  the  dates  given  it  would  seem  that  the 
fjUher  must  have  resided  in  that  place  previous  to  his  coming  to  this  town. 
The  same  account  speaks  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carri.pie  as  -a  much  respected 
clergyman,  and  he  was  doubtless  a  man  of  considerabh.  abilitv  He 
delivered  an  oration  in  the  Baptist  church  upon  a  memorable  occasion,  and 
he  seems  to  have  been  always  connected  with  matters  of  public  interest. 
During  his  residence  in  town  be  held  meetings  in  the  East  villa^^e  in 
Bolkom  s  hall,  and  to  these  attempts  to  establish  an  interest  in  this  dcmomi- 
nation  in  that  part  of  the  town  there  was  decided  and  marked  opposition 
manifested  on  the  part  of  some  at  least  of  the  -orthodox  "  residents  Air 
Carnque's  salary  was  four  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars  a  vear.  He  was  dis- 
missed in  January,  1822. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Kilham,  who  commenced  preaclmn- 

foT  i!^'  ^.^."■'  """'^  "'-'''  '''''"  ^^^''  installed.  He  was  dismissed  in  April', 
1828.  lo  h.m  succeeded  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Wright,  who  was  installed 
during  that  same  year,  1828.  He  remained  for  several  years  -  was  here 
doubtless  ,„  1834 -but  the  date  of  his  dismission  could  not  be  ascertained. 
Tbe  church  thus  continueu  for  quite  a  number  of  years  at  Oldtown,  but  at 
length  -and  probably  not  long  subsequent  to  the  last-mentioned  date  -  the 
society  or  some  of  its  members  commenced  holding  services  in  North 
Attleborough.  Where  these  were  at  tirst  held  is  not  known  to  the  writer, 
but  after  continuing  them  for  a  time  suflicient  interest  was  manifested  to 
waiTant  the  purcha.se  of  a  lot,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  in  1811  a 
new  church  edifice  was  erected  on  the  site  still  occupied  bv  the  society. 
This  building  was  dedicated  on  the  3d  of  November,  18-11,  and  the  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  William  S.  Balch,  of  Providence.  The  records 
state  :  "  The  weather  was  fine,  the  house  was  full  as  we  could  seat  and  stand, 
and  some  could  not  get  in." 

Meanwhile    the  church  at  West  Attleborough    dwindled    awav  and  flnallv 
ceased  to  exist.     -The  building  was  sold    at    auction   and    bought  by  Mr". 
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IJartliolomew  Ciisbuum  who  later  soUl  it  to  the  INIc-thodists  at  North  At  lie- 
borough."  Tiiey  took  it  clown  and  reniovetl  it  to  that  village,  putting  it  up  ou 
the  lot  where  the  high  school  building  now  stands.  (This  was  the  society,  it 
is  said,  many  of  whoso  members  embraced  the  faith  of  the  iMillerites,  and  the 
building  was  used  by  that  sect  for  its  religious  services.)  Subsequently  .Mr. 
H.  M.  Kichards  became  its  owner  and  removed  it  to  the  Union  House  lot, 
joining  it  to  that  hotel,  where  it  was  used  as  a  hall.  "When  the  hotel  was 
burned,  the  hall  was  also  buined. 

In  March,  1841,  Kev.  benjamin  II.  Davis  assumed  the  ministerial  charge  of 
the  society,  and  succeeding  him  Kev.  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Kev.  Mr.  Collin  had 
charo-e  each  for  a  short  time,  but  at  what  precise  dates  is  not  known. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce  became  pastor  in  1845,  but  after  three  years,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  duties.  After  his  resigna- 
tion in  1848,  Kev.  Joseph  S.  Dennis  accepted  the  charge  and  remained  until 
1852.  He  was  followed  by  Kev.  C  Craven  in  January,  1853,  who  remained 
but  a  short  time. 

In  May,  1855,  Mr.  Pierce  was  recalled  to  the  pastorate  from  Claremont, 
N.  H.,  and  accepted.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  the  faith- 
ful and  devoted  minister  of  this  society,  and  was  always  ready  for  every 
good  work  which  he  found  to  do,  and  interested  himself  in  whatever  con- 
cerned the  general  interests  and  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was  particularly 
earnest  in  promoting  the  cause  of  connnon  school  education  and  was  for 
many  years  an  active  member  of  the  school  committee,  as  well  as  a  teacher. 
By  his  wise  and  judicious  conduct  and  exemplary  character  he  won  and 
justly  deserved  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  denominations  throughout 
the  town,  and  his  deatii  was  regarded  as  a  great  public  loss. 

The  following  :Menioiial  Kecord  '  was  prepared  by  a  committee  chosen  for 
the  purpose  and  presented  by  them  to  the  First  Universalist  Society. 

"Joseph  Dexter  Pierce  was  born  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  3Iassachusetts, 
Nov.  15th,  1815.  Having  lost  his  father  in  early  youth,  he  was  brought  to 
manhood  by  a  mother's  care.  In  early  life  he  was  apprenticed  as  a  car- 
penter, and  for  some  time  worked  at  his  trade.  He  had,  however,  a  taste 
for  intellectual  pursuits,  and,  at  his  own  expense,  obtained  a  thorough 
academic  educati<Mi  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the 
Derby  Academy  in  Ilinghara,  Mass.  He  studied  for  the  ministry  with  Rev. 
Dr.  Hosea  IJallou,  2d,  the  first  President  of  Tufts  College  at  Medford, 
Mass. 

'MVhile  yet  a  student  he  preached  iiis  lirst  sermon,  Nov.  10th,  1809,  in 
East  Boston,  where  he  was  ordained  the  same  year.  After  a  few  months 
labor  in  East  Boston,  he  leceived  a  call  to  the  Universalist  society  in  llart- 


>  Copk.l  from  tlin  Attlcliorou>,'li  Chronirlc  of  February  23, 1SS4.    The  coinmlttco  were  n.  I'ortcr,  .Jr., 
S.  U.  lUigbce,  E.  U.  ITlce. 
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land,  VcMiont,  ami  was  settle.!  tlieie  Sept.  IStli,  18-10.     This  pastorate  cou- 
tinued  nearly  five  years,  until  May  lltli,  184.3. 

"At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years  he  received  a  call  to  the  First  Univer 
salist  society  in  Attlehorongh,  and  preached  his  first  sermon  as  pastor  of 
this  society,  .Tnne  29th,  1845.  This  niinistry,  after  three  years  successf,,! 
service,  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health.  Tie  continued  to 
reside  here,  and  on  the  recovery  of  his  hcalil,.  enga-ed  in  teachiuo  jn  this 
place,  and  did  pastoral  work  in  Wrenthan.  until  the  si^rinu  of  1850,  when  the 
First  Universalist  society  of  Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  extended  to  him 
a  call  to  become  their  ])astor. 

"lie  accepted  the  call  and  commenced  his  labors  March  17th.  1850.  His 
ministry  in  tliat  place  continued  five  years,  and  was  so  succes.sfnK  that,  to 
this  day,  there  are  people  in  Claremont  who  remember  with  grateful  emotion 
the  words  of  truth  and  sympaliiy  wliieh  fell  from  his  lips. 

"In  3ray,  1855,  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  return  to  the  First  Uni- 
versalist society  at  Xorth  Attleborough,  and  accepted  it.  His  first  sermon 
after  his  recall,  was  preached  .June  3d,  1855.  Here  he  laljored  uuceasinolv 
in  the  Master's  viueyard  nntil  called  to  receive  the  reward  of  those  who  love 
their  fellowmen,  Tuesd.iy,  Nov.  16lh,  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-five  vears 
and  one  day. 

"During  this  pastorale  of  more  than  twentv-five  vears  he  worked  heartily 
and  sutTcred  cheerfully,  that  he  might  advance  the  good  doctrine   in  wliich  he 
firmly  believed  -  '  that  from  the  beginning,  (iod  had  chosen  all  men  to  salva- 
tion, through  sanctillcation  of  the  spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth.'     He  was 
a  constant  attendant  upon  conventions  and  conferences,  and  interested  in  all 
the  work  of  the  denomination.     He  served  thirteen  vears  as  a  member,  and 
most  of  the  time  as  chairn.an,  of  the  committee  on  Fellowship,  Ordination 
and  Discipline.     He  was  interested  too,  in   all  educational   and   benevolent 
enterprises.     But  his  chief  work  was  in  his  pulpit,  in  pastoral   work,  and  in 
the  Sunday  School.     As  a  sermonizer.  a  reasoner.  he  stood  hi<r]i  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  brethren.     As  a  pastor,  carrying  the  faith  he  preadied,  and  doin- 
his  Master's  work,  wherever  sickness  and  sorrow  called  him,  in  all  the  homes 
of  his  own  parish,  and  often  in  the   homes  of  other  parishes  and  denomina- 
tions, he  came  as  near  the  standard  of  the  good  minister  of  Christ  as  it  fall- 
to  the  lot  of  man  to  attain.     When  the  cinirch  edifice  was  enlarged  and  im- 
proved, his  heart  was  cheered;   and  the  prosperitv  of  the  society  assured, 
when  by  his  elTorts  the  churcli  was  organized.     And  so  mucli  di<l  lie  value  it^ 
inHuence  that  almost  his  last  work  was  an  ellort  to  enlar-e  its  meini)ershi|. 
and  secure  its  elliciency.     Such  are  the  simple  annals  of  tlie  good  minister  of 
Christ. 

"Joseph  Dexter  Fierce  had  a  natural  gift  of  preaching,  and  his  daily  life 
exemplified  the  spirit  and  teachings  of  the  Divine  MasteiC  Of  feeble  health. 
—  he  once- said   that  he   had   not  known  a  waking  hour   free  from   pain   fur 
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fifteen  vears,  —  vet  he  devoted  liis  time  and  talents  to  the  work  he  lovod 
witli  tireless  zeal,  lie  was  in  all  tiie  higher  and  ortuider  elements  of  char- 
acter an  almost  exceptional  man.  In  liim,  living,  this  church  and  the  world 
had  a  true  exponent  of  the  principles  of  Universalism,  one.  wi)o  by  the  daily 
beauty  of  his  life  gave  dignity  and  power  to  its  teachings,  and  who,  dying, 
left  his  character  to  this  society  for  tiieir  guidance  and  imitation,  and  his 
memory  as  a  sacred  trust." 

November  30,  18r)r>,  Mr.  Pierce  married  Martha  S.  I'rice,  oldest  daughter 
and  child  of  George  and  3Iartha  Grant  Price,  of  this  town.  Four  daughters 
of  this  marriage  survive:  Agnes,  ^Nfrs.  John  1).  J^ong  ;  Bertha,  .Alary  \V., 
and  Helen,  Mrs.  Charles  Esseltyn. 

Mrs.  Pierce  Avas  in  every  way  eminently  fitted  for  the  ])osition  of  a  min- 
ister's wife.  She  'was  a  woman  of  su^terior  intellectual  endowments  and 
attainments  and  therefore  an  aid  and  an  inspiration  to  licr  husband  in  the 
public  duties  of  his  olUce.  Siie  was  possessed  of  a  true,  unselllsii  nature, 
a  pure  and  lovely  Christian  character,  and  was  peculiarly  adapted  lo  be  the 
helpmeet  of  such  a  man  as  he  was  in  all  his  faithful,  unscllish  ministrations 
among  the  sutfering  and  sorrowing  of  his  people.  She  survived  iiiin  but 
a  few  years  and  died  December  M,  ISSO,  not  only  universally  regretted,  but 
mourned  for  with  a  real,  heartfelt  sorrow  by  all  those  who  knew  her  well. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  a  man  of  rare  character,  and  he  lived  a  rarely  unseliish 
life,  endearing  himself  to  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him  to  an  inuisual 
degree.  One  recently  testilied  to  the  truth  of  this  statement  and  spoke  of 
hearing  freciuent  mention  of  his  great  worth,  while  to  tliis  day  many  humble 
persons  repeat  the  story  of  his  deeds  of  kindness  and  true  charity  to  them 
and  with  simple,  earnest  words  touchingly  tell  their  own  sorrow  for  iiis  loss. 
Truly  he  was  of  such  good  men  as  they  of  wliom  the  Master  said:  "They 
shall  have  their  reward,"  and  when  they  "  rest  from  their  lai)ors,  their  works 
do  follow  them." 

The  church  edifice,  built  and  dedicated  in  ISII,  was  twice  somewhat 
changed,  once  in  185'.»  and  again  in  ISGo,  when  it  was  enlarged  and  im. 
proved  both  externally  and  internally.  From  that  time  it  remained  wliolly 
unchanged  till  it  was  abandoned,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years,  though  it 
became  in  every  way  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  i)arish. 

The  members  of  the  society  who  previous  to  1840  removed  from  West  to 
North  Attlebonnigh  retained  the  original  parish  organization,  and  the  society 
is  therefore  the  one  incorporated  in  181.S.  With  the  church  it  is  otherwise. 
Its  members  for  some  reason  declined  to  remove  from  Uldtown  and  con- 
tinued there  for  a  time  as  a  regular  religious  body,  but  finally  diminished  so 
that  the  church  died  away  ami  the  original  organization  was  lost.  I'p  to 
1859  the  only  organization  in  North  Attleiiorough  was  that  of  a  sofJehh  but 
on  March  '.»,  1851),  wlien  upon  the  cDinpU'tion  of  the  alterations  and  repairs 
tl>e  edilice  was  rededicated,  a  rhurrk  of   altout  forty  memi)ers  was  formed. 
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This  was  the  result  larizely  of  tlie  zealous  efforts  of  the  then  pastor.  Rev. 
Mr.  Pierce,  who  had  been  laboring  eoiitiiiually  for  a  long  perioil  with  this  end 
in  view. 

The  Rev.  John  S.  Cantwell,  d.u..  was  the  pastor  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Pierce.  He  came  here  February  12,  1881,  and  was  installed  on  the  twentv- 
sevenlh  of  the  following  :May.  Soon  after  this  time  a  decided  movemeiit 
was  made  in  the  direction  of  the  much-needed  new  church  building,  and  the 
good  work  was  so  earnestly  and  elliciently  pushed  forward  that  sullicieiu 
funds  were  subscribed  in  a  sliort  time.  One  of  the  original  terms  of  tht- 
subscription  was  that  no  debt  should  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  completed 
edifice.  Plans  were  adopted  and  labor  commenced  by  removing  the  old  and 
laying  the  foundations  for  the  new  building,  all  of  which  was  acconij)lished 
by  Septemlier,  1882.  The  old  ])uilding  was  purchased  by  the  Wamsiitta 
Hotel  Association  and  placed  on  Elm  Street  adjoining  the  hotel,  where  it  is 
used  as  a  hall,  and  where  for  some  time  the  town  meetings  of  North  Attle- 
borough  have  been   lield. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  new  building  was  laid  September  18,  1882,  and 
the  occasion  was  made  very  interesting.  The  exercises  conunenced  with  an 
appropriate  introductory  ad(.lress  by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  following 
-vvhich  was  the  Scripture  reading  by  Kev.  Mr.  Illman  and  a  prayer  offered  by 
Rev.  C.  AV.  Tomlinson,  d.d.,  of  Pawtucket.  The  choii'  of  the  church  sang' 
the  hynni  "0  !  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song";  and  a  hymn,  written  for  the 
occasion  by  Mrs.  Frank  ^[ason,  was  sung  Ity  the  entire  concourse  of  people 
to  the  tune  ''America."  Then  came  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  cornerstone 
in  its  place  with  the  impressive  ritual  of  the  Order  l>y  oflicers  of  the  Masonic 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massaciuisetts.  The  cornerstone  is  a  large  brown  stone. 
engraved  on  the  front  or  eastern  side  with  an  inclined  cross,  on  the  north 
side  with  the  square  and  compass,  and  on  the  south  side  with  the  date  1882. 
Sixty-eight  different  articles  were  placed  in  the  cavity,  such  as  photographs, 
specimens  of  coin  and  scrip,  copies  of  newspapers,  a  history  of  the  society, 
etc,  and  some  of  these  were  special  gifts  for  this  purpose.  As  the  stone 
was  lowered  to  its  position,  the  Temple  Quartet,  of  Boston,  rendered  the 
anthem  ''Lift  Thine  Fyes  "  with  ix'autiful  etTect.  Then  followed  the  special 
ceremonies  of  the  iSIasonic  Order  upon  such  occasions,  durinu'  which  more 
music  was  rendered  by  the  Temple  (Quartet,  the  final  i)iece  being  "  Kelhn's 
American  Hymn."  As  the  closing  notes  of  that  beautiful  song  died  away, 
fifty  of  the  Sunilay-school  children  came  forward,  and  each  one  placed  a 
bouquet  of  (lowers  about  the  cross  upon  the  stone  —  a  fitting  service  appro- 
jiriately  performed  in  laying  the  foundation  for  a  sacred  edifice.  The 
address  of  the  day  was  delivered  by  Rev.  \.  .).  Patterson,  o.i>..  of  Boston, 
and  was  very  eloquent.  The  singing  of  the  Doxology  by  all  the  people 
brought  the  exercises  to  a  close,  and  Rev.  T.  \\ .  Illman,  then  pastor  of  the 
Second  Universalist  society,  pronounced  the  benediction. 
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At  the  time  work  was  commenced  on  the  new  building  §31,000  had  })ecn 
subscribed  exclusive  of  the  amount  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  old  build- 
iiio-.  The  edifice  was  completed  in  less  than  two  years  and  was  dedicated 
April  17,  1884.  It  is  of  the  Gothic  style  of  architecture,  constructed  of 
red  brick,  the  front  especially  l>eini-  handsome  and  effective.  The  tower  is 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  its  base  sixteen  feet  square,  with  corner 
buttresses,  and  tlie  windows  set  in  ornamental  brickwork.  The  clock  is  fifty- 
six  feet  from  the  base,  and  above  this  the  tower  becomes  six-sided,  tapering 
upward  in  a  beautiful  spire.  On  the  corner  opposite  the  tower  is  a  porch 
with  a  gable  thirty  feet  in  height,  and  connecting  the  two  a  cloister  thirty- 
eit^ht  feet  long  covered  by  a  receding  roof.  Above  this  cloister  "  is  the 
most  beautiful  feature  of  the  front,  — a  foliated  window  twenty  feet  across, 
and  sixteen  feet  to  its  keystone."  The  i)oint  of  tliis  window  arch  is  sixty- 
two  feet  high  and  is  ornamented  with  brickwork,  as  are  all  the  other  windows 
throughout  the  building. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  edifice  is  the  chapel,  two  stories  high  and  con- 
taining several  rooms,  with  an  L  in  the  rear  which  contains  the  li])rary,  infant 
schoolroom,  etc.  Upon  the  west  side  is  the  parsonage,  an  attractive  two- 
story  house.  There  are  in  the  front  of  the  church  two  vestibules  connected 
by  the  cloister  and  each  opening  into  the  main  audience  room,  which  is 
"  sixty  feet  either  way."  Tliis  is  a  cheerful,  well-lighted  room,  having 
neither  gallery  nor  ceiling.  The  pulpit  is  oi)posite  the  front  entrance  doors, 
and  the  pews  are  arranged  in  semicircular  form,  with  the  choir  gallery  and 
organ  on  the  north  side  of  the  pulpit.  Behind  this  gallery  is  the  door  of 
communication  with  the  chapel.  The  Sal)bath-school  room  on  its  first  tloor 
is  also  a  well-lighted  room,  thirty-four  In-  thirty  feet  in  size,  and  above  it  are 
the  parlor,  tea  room,  and  kitchen,  all  thoroughly  apiioiiited.  In  the  rear  of 
the  audience  room  is  the  passage  leading  to  the  parsonage,  wiiose  interior 
quite  fulfils  the  expectations  raised  by  its  exterior,  for  it  is  a  pretty  and 
commodious  house.  The  entire  structure  pleases  and  satisfies  the  eye  and 
presents  a  striking  appearance.  It  is  very  handsome,  but  neither  too  much 
so  nor  too  imposing  for  its  surroundings,  —a  country  village.  —  but  is  appro- 
priate to  its  position  and  a  great  ornament.  It  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
?-10,000  and  is  said  to  be  the  handsomest  church  of  the  denomination  in  this 
State.  'I'he  idea  of  placing  no  debt  upon  the  building  was  carried  out  in 
botii  letter  and  spirit,  a  fact  we  heartily  wish  could  be  recorded  of  every 
church  edifice  of  every  sect  throughout  the  entire  land. 

There  are  eight  memorial  windows  in  the  audience  room,  placed  there  by 
friends  and  relatives  in  memory  of  the  following  persons:  Captain  and  .Airs. 
Abraham  llayward,  Mrs.  Osear  M.  Draper,  Rev.  .Toseph  I).  Pierce,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ira  IJichards.  .Mr.  Stephen  Kieiiaidsou.  Mrs.  Helen  1).  Suiith  (wife  of 
C.  E.  Smith),  Mrs.  Juline  Kiehards  (wife  of  the  late  If.  M.  Kicliards),  and 
Mrs.  l-'ranklin.     The  memorial  to  :Mrs.  Draper,  the  beautiful  central  winilow 
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in  the  front  of  the  chmcli,  is  the  largest  and  handsomest  of  the  number. 
That  to  Mr.  Pierce  is  on  the  opposite  end  of  the  chinch,  over  tlie  pulpit,  and 
the  other  six  are  placed  throe  on  either  side  of  the  building. 

Dr.  Cantwell  resigned  ^larch  1,  l-SSl.  The  following  November  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  Hev.  William  F.  Potter,  came  here  and  was  installed  in  January, 
1885.^  He  was  born  in  Soutldjridge,  this  State,  in  May,  1848.  He  received 
both  his  academical  and  theological  education  at  St.  Lawrence  University,  iu 
Canton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated  in  1808.  His  first  pastorate  was  in 
Merrimac,  ]\Iass.,  and  previous  to  his  coming  to  tliis  town  he  had  charge 
of  churches  in  Wakefield,  Arlington,  and  East  Boston  respectively.  This 
is  his  largest  charge.  His  wife  was  Miss  Lotta  Lord,  of  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y. 

Thei'c  is  a  prosperous  Sabbath-school  connected  with  this  church.  i\Iuch 
attention  is  given  to  the  music  here,  and  tiie  choir  far  exceeds  in  excellence 
that  of  any  other  church  in  town.  The  service  of  song  hoUls  a  far  more 
important  place  in  the  ceremonies  of  religious  worship  to-day  than  it  held  in 
those  of  our  early  New  England  fathers,  and  the  present  standard  of  educa- 
tion in  this  regard  pronounces  a  liljcral  expenditure  of  money  in  the  direction 
of  obtaining  the  best  possible  music  in  our  churches  a  wise  expenditure. 
This  large  society  has  now  a  worthy  and  apjn'opriate  church  edifice,  one 
adequate  to  its  needs  and  almost  jjcrfect  in  its  appointments.  The  only 
regret  possible  iu  its  contemplation  is  that  the  heart  of  him  who  worked  his 
lifework  among  this  people  could  not  have  been  cheered  and  encouraged  by 
witnessing  this  proof  of  earnest  etfort  on  tlieir  part,  and  that  his  eyes  could 
not  have  been  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  its  beautiful  completion  —  a  reward 
for  his  untiring  zeal  and  the  consummation  of  his  dearest  earthly  hopes. 

HEBRON    CIIUKCn. 

This  church  was  gathered  by  Rev.  Thomas  Williams  immediately  after  liis 
dismission  from  the  west  parish  in  1827.  On  the  25th  of  December  of  that 
year  several  members  of  the  First  Church  who  resided  in  or  near  the  village 
now  called  Hebronville  (or  Hebron)  requested  dismissal  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  church,  and  they  *Minitedly  agreed,  in  order  to  their  greater 
usefulness  in  promoting  the  interests  of  religion,  to  become  a  new  church, 
under  the  creed  of  Congregationalism."  A  small  but  neat  meetinghouse 
was  built  at  the  same  time  on  the  line  between  Attleborough  and  Scekonk, 
—  half  in  one  town,  half  ir)  the  other,  —  to  which  and  the  neighborhood  the 
name  of  Hebronville  was  given  by  the  founder. 

Rev.  ^Ir.  Williams  became  the  first  i)astor.  He  was  the  son  of  Josi-ph 
and  Lucy   Ritter  Williams  and   was  born  in   Pomfret,   Conn.,   November  '>. 


'  Mr.  Potter  resl,L,'iic<l  May  1,  ISS'J,  on  nccouiu  of  Ul-licaltli.     Kev.  K.  A.   Dilllngliain  Is  tlic  prct^iiit 
pastor. 
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1779.  He  entered  AVilliams  College  in  179"),  but  in  1798  went  to  New  Haven 
and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1800.  During  the  three  succeeding  years 
he  was  a  teacher  in  Beverly  and  Boston,  ^lass.,  and  "Woodstock  antl  Norwich, 
Conn.  In  the  year  1804  he  studi.-d  thi-ology  witli  Dr.  Knnnons,  of  Franklin. 
He  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  May  10,  180J.  During 
the  years  1800-4-.')  he  also  acted  as  a  houie  missionary  in  New  York,  in 
addition  to  the  other  occupations  mentioned.  In  180(J  he  preaclied  lor  a  few 
months  in  Branford,  Conn.,  and  during  the  nine  years  succeeding  he  was 
acting  pastor  of  tlie  Pacilic  Church,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  Noveml)er  0, 
ISlcrhe  was  installed  over  the  church  at  Foxborough,  and  was  dismissed  in 
November,  1821,  having  meanwhile  again  become  acting  pastor  over  liis 
former  church  in  Providence. 

He  was  installed  over  the  First  Church  in  this  town  September  29,  1821, 
and  dismissed  "by  mutual  consent,  without  council,"  Deccndjcr  11,  1827, 
when,  as  has  been' seen,  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  llebrouville  church. 
This  connection  was  dissolved  in  1832.  From  that  time  on  he  was  largely 
engaged  in  missionary  service,  especially  in  Providence  and  its  vicinity.  He 
wa^s  For  several  years' acting  pastor  in  Barrington,  K.  1.,  resided  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  for  a  short  period,  returning  from  the 
latter  place  to  Providence,  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  It  is  said  that 
during  the  period  from  April,  1810,  to  November,  1808,  he  preached  not 
less  than  2,200  times.  In  1814  Brown  University  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

On  May  20,  1812,  he  married  Ruth,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Paith 
Jewett  Hale,  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  She  died 
at  Providence  :^Iarch  7,  1807.  Mr.  Williams  died  in  the  same  place,  of  old 
age,  September  20,  1870,  aged  ninety-six  years,  ten  months,  and  twenty-four 
days.  For  several  years  ''  he  had  been  the  senior  surviving  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  and  he  was  the  last  living  graduate  of  an  American  college  in  the 
eighteenth  century." 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  clergyman  well  known  in  this  vicinity,  and  particularly 
to  the  people  of  this  town,  in  whose  cimrches  even  for  many  years  after  he 
ceased  his  pastorates  he  was  a  frequent  preacher.  Many  will  remember 
"Father  Williams,"  as  he  was  called  in  his  later  years;  they  will  recall  tlie 
rather  tall,  spare  form,  clothed  in  garments  of  a  soniewliat  (piaint  fashion; 
the  scanty,  tlowing  white  locks  ;  the  broad  forehead,  prominent  nose,  sunken 
cheeks  ;  the  large,  determined  mouth  and  the  piercing,  liery  eye  ;  they  wdl 
recall  too  the  voice,  whicii  was  low,  almost  indistinct  at  times,  but  which 
wlien  he  became  interested  and  animated  in  his  preaching  rose  to  a  iiigher 
pitch,  growing  louder  and  loiuler  until  its  i)enetratiug  tones  fell  with  perlcct 
distinctness  upon  every  listening  ear.  His  sermons  and  jirayers  both  seemed 
ratiier  long  to  this  generation,  whicii  demands  its  complete  religion  in  a  nut- 
shell, the  opening  of  wliicli  shall  consume  Imt  a  short  space  of  even  the  Lord's 
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day  ;  but  butli  were  coiielied  in  clear,  woll-delined  terms,  nnd  the  hiiifriuiire 
was  forcible,  often  eloquent,  and  always  easy  to  be  understood,  for  his  triun- 
pel  l)ore  "  no  uncertain  bound."  He  was,  as  someone  has  written,  ''  a  man 
of  vigorous  and  active  mind,  one  who  entertained  decided  opinions  on  all 
subjects,  religious  and  secular,  antl  who  was  fearless  in  expressing  them. 
He  was  animated  in  the  delivery  of  his  sermons,  and  always  secured  the 
attention  of  bis  hearers,  not  merely  1)y  his  matter  and  manner,  but  by  occa- 
sional use  of  strong  and  peculiar  language.  In  preaching  :ind  sermonizing 
he  indulged  largely  in  doctrinal  subjects,  and  he  adhered  during  his  long  life 
to  the  theology  of  New  iMigland." 

lie  enjoyed  peculiarly  the  power  of  wit  and  sarcasm,  which  he  used  when 
occasion  required.  lie  often  engaged  in  discussions  on  public  affairs  and  on 
various  subjects,  chietly  perlu4)s  on  religious  doctrinal  i)oints,  and  he  never 
failed  to  repel  the  attacks  of  his  opponents  with  keen  repartee  ;  and  he  always 
said  something  which  they  had  reason  to  remember.  Many  anecdotes  are 
extant  of  his  (juick  retorts  in  these  discussions,  which  often  completely 
shattered  the  bolts  of  his  adversaries,  leaving  them  powerless  and  himself 
the  easy  victor  in  the  field. 

He  was  a  truly  disinterested  man.  laboring  often  without  hope  of  reward 
and  hardly  reserving  to  himself  sulllcient  funds  to  meet  his  own  necessary 
expenses  on  the  journey  of  life.  ''lie  regarded  himself  as  an  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  his  Master,"  one  says,  and  "  he  appeared  to  me  the  most  disin- 
terested laborer  1  ever  knew." 

He  was  the  author  of  several  volumes  of  sermons  and  numertjus  i)aniphlets, 
and  he  furnished  divers  articles  for  various  periodicals.  A  nund)er  of  these 
publications  passed  through  several  editions.  They  are  too  numerous  to 
mention  all  of  them,  but  a  few  are  given,  as  they  show  the  character  of  the 
man:  "An  Explicit  Avowal  of  Nothingarianism,  lu  a  sermon  by  Demens 
Egomet,  "  another  sermon  by  the  same  writer,  "The  Greatest  Sermon  that 
ever  was  preached,"  "Little  Sermons  on  Great  Subjects,"  "Jehovah;  or, 
Uui-Trini-tarianism.  A  Sermon,"  "  A  Discourse  on  the  Battle  of  the  Great 
Day  of  God  Almighty,"  "  A  Sermon  on  the  Perfection  of  God,  in  the  Imper- 
fection of  Ills  People,"  etc. 

His  most  interesting  discourse  was  his  funeral  sermon  on  Dr.  Emmons' 
death,  which  occurred  September  28,  1810,  entitled  "The  Otlicial  Character 
of  Pev.  iS'alhanael  Emmons,  u.u.,  Taught  and  Shown  in  a  Sermon  on  His 
Life  and  Death."  It  was  understood  to  be  the  agreement  between  these  two 
some  time  before  the  death  of  either  of  them  that  the  survivor  should  preach 
the  funeral  sermon  of  the  other.  This  discourse  was  prepared  by  :Mr.  Wil- 
liams years  before  Dr.  Emmons  died,  and  he  made  a  journey  to  Franklin  to 
read  it  to  the  subject.  The  good  Doctor  seemed  to  lind  it  not  wholly  satis- 
factory, for  after  a  time  he  interrupted  his  friend  and  began  to  demur  at 
so  nuich  i)raise,  insisting  it  wa.s  not  deserved.     "Tut,  tut.  Dr.  J'>inmons, 
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said  Fiither  Williams,  "  you  must  rcnicmlier  that  yon  are  a  dead  man  ;"  and 
he  went  on  willi  his  reading-,  omitting  we  are  sure  not  a  jot  or  a  tittle  of  the 
prepared  eulogy. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of  very  strongly  nitirked  character  in  every 
respect  and  of  equally  marked  abilities.  He  was  in  a  singular  degree  a  man 
of  one  purpose,  and  to  that  purpose  he  devoted  himself  entirely  through  his 
long  life.  For  more  than  threescore  years  and  ten  he  labored  actively  and 
earnestly  in  many  places  in  the  work  he  was  so  signally  called  to  do.  The 
good  he  did  who  can  tell?     lie  has  gone,  but  his  deeds  remain. 

Up  to  the  year  1842  the  II(;]»ionvillc  church  continued  to  have  Congrega- 
tional ministers.  In  the  spring  of  tliat  year  it  became  matter  of  conviction 
to  the  members  that  there  were  good  and  sutlicient  reasons  for  modifying 
and  changing  their  creed.  It  was  theiX'fore  voted  to  give  up  the  creed  of 
Congregationalism  as  a  test  of  chuix'h  membershi[)  and  to  adopt  a  covenant 
which  should  embrace  all  Christians  without  regard  to  sect.  They  thus 
became  "an  independent  Church  of  Christ,"  denominating  themselves  " 'i'he 
Hebron  Church,  of  Hel)ronville,  Massachusetts."  Their  principles  and 
beliefs  are  such  as  are  held  by  other  sects,  though  the}'  peiliajjs  give  widei- 
scope  to  individual  beliefs  or  the  expression  of  them  than  some  others. 
They  hold  each  church  wholly  independent  and  recognize  no  synod, 
presbytery,  or  conference  ;  that  is,  they  "  recognize  no  earthly  authority 
in  church  or  state  "  over  them,  Itut  they  '-believe  on  Christ's  authority"  ; 
they  have  "the  right  and  dut}' of  self-government  under  tiie  law  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  and  they  "  recognize  the  same  right  in  every  local  Christian 
church." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  successive  pastors  fiom  the  formation  of  the 
church  to  the  present  time  :  — 

Kev.  Tlioniiis  Williinns.  IJev.  J.  C.  Seagraves, 

Kev.  ChnrlL's  Simnioiis.  Kov.  Gardner  t'larke. 

Kev.  William  Jl.  llayuard,  Kev.  Keiihcii  Alli-ii. 

Rev.  Jolin  \V.  (ahhvell.  Kev.  .>>olonR>ii  1'.  Snow. 

Rev.  Joshua  A.  Stetson,  Kev.  Sanuiel  Heath, 

Rev.  Junia  .S.  ^Mowrv,  Kev.  AVilliani  1'..  Ih  ath. 

Kev.  Geoii/e  AV.  Wallace,  Kev.  .John  Q.  Adams. 

The  present  pastor  is  Kev.  Aliiert  F.  Remington,  who  commenced  his 
labors  April  1,  187.'>.' 

The  original  building  was  sold  and  removed  in  1870,  and  the  new  church 
erected  in  the  same  year  was  wholly  in  Seekonk.  This  edifice  was  ])uriied 
down  in  1875,  and  another  Itiiilt  and  dedicated  on  August  G  of  the  same 
year.  The  membership  is  not  far  from  one  hundred,  and  the  church  has 
a  prosperous  .Sunday-school. 


'.Mr.  Kcniln^'ton  dleil  Septemlier  7,  I:'*'!*.    Ills  successor  was  the  Kev.  S.  F.  Griuly.    The  present 
imstor  l.i  I!cv.  -lo-cpli  Koith  (l^y.^.^. 
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BUIGGSVII.LK  cnuKCir. 
October  2,  1777,  :v  cimicli  was  organized  iiii<ler  the  Five-Will  Baptist  onlor 
with  thirty-one  members.  The  clu.rch  l>uil,lin,<r  is  a  few  roils  over  the  line  uf 
Rehoboth,  anil  the  original  niembership  was  about  equally  rlivi.lod  between 
that  town  and  this.  There  was  no  settled  pastor  for  three  years,  bnt  -xt  the 
end  of  that  time  Kev.  James  Shehlon,  .,f  Trovidenee,  took  the  charge  of  the 
church.     He  was  ordained  in  1780  and  dismissed  in  1792. 

A  time  of  "occasional  supplies"  followed,   until   in   17;j.-.  Kev.  Jeremiah 
Irons  was   ordained    and    settled.     He   remained    until    1709.     The   church 
received  its  name  from  him,  it  being  known    in    l^^huboth  as  "The  Irons 
Church."     From  the  time  of  Uv.  Irons'  dismission  until  1808,  Elders  William 
Northrop,  Daniel  Ilix,  and  others  supplied  the  pulpit.     At  that  time  Elder 
Samuel  Northrop  became  pastor,  bnt  the  length  of  his  pastorate  is  not  known 
After  him  various  "  Elders"  supplied  the  pulpit,  some   bein-  active  pastors 
until   18;1G,  when  Kev.  David  Siecre  was  ordained.      Following  him  was  Kev' 
John  W.  Colwell,  ordaiiied  in  18-11.     His  successor  was  Elder  Joshua  Stetson 
who  was  ordained   in    1845.      Elder  Gardner  Clarke  succeeded  him  and   was' 
acting  pastor  from  184G  till  18.'»;). 

Mr.  Clarke  was  born  at  Ilighgate,  Vt.,  August  21.  1812.  He  spent  his 
childhood  and  youth  at  Bradford,  that  State,  an^d  he  received  a  crood  academi- 
cal education.  He  was  ordained  at  Cabot,  Vt.,  in  184:3.  His  labors  amon- 
the  people  of  the  Briggsville  congregation  were  verv  successful.  At  the  time 
of  his  resignation  of  the  charge  the  church  numbered  seventy-five  members, 
a  gain  of  nearly  or  quite  a  half  during  his  stay.  In  I8o7  .Mr.'ciarke  married 
Jane  R.  Deming,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  three  daucditers. 
He  stdl  resides  in  this  town.  He  has  had  no  particular  charge  fo.^nanv 
years,  but  has  preached  more  or  less.  In  years  past  he  frequentiv  took 
charge  of  the  services  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church  and  sometimes 
on  only  a  moment's  notice.  He  has  long  been  familiarly  known  to  people  in 
all  parts  of  our  town,  both  as  a  clergyman,  a  citizen,  and  a  much-respected 
man.     He  is  among  the  few  still  remaining  of  the  passing  generation.' 

His  successor  over  the  Briggsville  church  was  Elder  Lowell  Parker.  Elders 
George  W.  Wallace  and  John  Pratt  and  Elder  Handy  followed,  and  after 
them  for  a  number  of •  years  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  students  from  Brown 
University.  In  the  year  1875  the  church  had  become  greatly  reduced  an.l 
numbered  only  seven  active  members.  During  1881-82  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke 
preached  to  the  people  for  the  second  time  "by  the  united  request  of  the 
coniinunity." 

The  former  mcmber.s  of  the  previous  or  passing  generation  are  mostly 
dead  ;  some  few  have  united  with  other  churches,  and  what  was  once  a  llonr- 

•.Mr  Clnrkc  -iicl  ./..ly  4.  1892.    Ila.l  he  llvcl  a  few  weeks  longer  l>c  woul.l  have  att.ilne.1  the  n^'.-  U 
was  Ills  great  ilcsirc  to  leixli,  that  of  eighty  years. 
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isliiut'  little  church  is  now  nearly  or  quite  extinct.  Yov  sonic  years  the  only 
service  heltl  has  been  one  each  Sunday,  under  the  charge  of  the  Methodist 
denomination. 

THK    CKNTKKAKV    MKTllODIST    KriSCOPAL    CIILUCII. 

On  November  26,  1865.  Rev.  D.  H.  Ela,  a  Methodist  minister  from  Paw- 
tucket,  K.  1.,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Davis,  a  layman  from  the  same  place,  held 
the  first  meeting,  from  which  the  society  started,  in  Union  Hall,  East  Attle- 
borough.  Rev.  INIr.  Kla  preached  at  the  morning  service,  held  at  half-past 
ten,  and  Rev.  J.  .T.  Lansing  at  tJie  afternoon  service,  held  at  half-past  two 
o'clock  in  the  same  place,  and  "Mr.  Ela  again  in  the  evening.  Thus  INIethod- 
ism  began  in  this  town,  and  meetings  continued  to  be  held  during  the  fol- 
lowing winter  and  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  church.  Decemlier 
10,  186.0,  the  Sund.ay-school  was  organized,  with  forty  members.  J.  Davis 
was  superintendent ;  Ezra  Arnold,  assistant  superintendent ;  Freeman  Robbins, 
librarian  :  and  "William  R.  Hammond,  sccretai-y.  Tlie  fust  class  meeting  was 
held  on  December  IG,  1865,  with  thirteen  persons  present. 

The  church  was  organized  M.-uch  10,  18G6,  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Ela,  and  the 
following  were  the  original  members:  Ezra  Arnold,  Amia  Arnold,  Delia  A. 
Arnold,  Harriet  A.  Fuller,  Delia  R.  Pierce,  Edward  D.  Parmenter,  Emily  M. 
Parraeuter,  INIary  A.  Stone,  Eliza  A.  Clark,  Howard  Drake,  Augusta  Drake, 
and  Ellen  M.  Hammond.  At  a  conference  held  at  Bristol,  R.  E,  March  23, 
1866,  the  first  pastor  was  appointed. 

The  original  membership  was  composed  chiefly  of  tliose  who  were  profes- 
sors of  Methodism  and  therefore  had  no  church  home  in  town  until  this  time, 
and  a  very  small  number  came  from  the  Second  Congregational  Church. 
This  cluirch  was  organized  under  the  name  of  "The  Davis  Centenary  ]\reth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,"  but  subsequently  for  good  and  sutlicient  reasons  the 
word  Davis  was  dropped  from  the  name  and  is  not  used  by  the  church  at  all 
now.  The  word  "centenary"  was  taken  because  the  church  was  formed  just 
a  century  from  tlie  time  Methodism  was  started  in  this  country.  In  the  year 
1766  a  few  persons  who  had  lielongeil  to  "  the  Wesleyan  connection  "  in  Eng- 
land formed  themselves  into  a  society.  This  was  done  in  a  carpenter's  shop 
on  Barrack  Street,  in  New  York,  near  the  site  of  the  present  city  hall.  This 
was  the  small  beginning  of  this  Protestant  denomination,  now  the  largest  in 
the  land. 

The  first  building,  on  the  site  of  tlie  present  one  on  North  :\rain  Street,  was 
commenced  in  18C)(;,  ground  being  broken  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and 
the  cornerstone  being  laid  on  Octol)er  26.  The  vestry  was  occupied 
for  the  first  time  on  the  first  Sunday  in  June,  1867,  and  tlie  completed 
church  building  was  dedicated  Fel)ruary  2:5,  1869.  The  sermon  upon  that 
occasion  was  preached  liy  Rev.  Mark  Trafton.  This  building  was  erected  at 
a  cost  of  $17,000,  §7,000  only  of  which  was  provided  for,  leaving  a  debt 
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upon  the  society  of  -510,000.  At  the  end  of  four  years,  in  1873,  one  lialf  of 
that  large  debt  liad  been  raised,  and  the  other  half  in  1883.  In  Noveml)er 
of  that  year  this  ha[)py  event  was  "  celebrated  with  a  grand  jubilee,"  a  re- 
union of  all  the  former  pastors  of  the  clmieh  and  many  friends,  and  the  occa- 
sion was  one  of  great  thankfulness  and  rejoicing. 

Ou  Sunday  morning,  l)eceml)er  23,  188.3,  within  a  mouth  of  the  time  the 
debt  had  been  lifted,  the  church  was  totally  destroyed  by  lire.  A  fine  new 
or<'"an  had  just  l)et'n  i)laccd  in  the  l)ui]ding  at  a  cost  of  Si, 700,  and  tiiis  was 
also  burned.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  the  East  village,  then  worsliipiug 
in  Union  Hall,  on  the  very  day  of  tiie  tire  offered  the  use  of  that  room  to  the 
unfoitunate  congregation  for  certain  hours  of  the  day  ;  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  made  a  similar  offer,  ami  ^[r.  J.  .M.  liates  a  room  in  one  of  his 
jewelry  shops.  This  last  otfer  w.  s  accepted,  and  the  society  continued  to 
worship  there  until  the  vestry  of  tlio  new  church  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  room  was  occupied  for  nearly  a  year,  and  INIr.  Bates  generously  declined 
to  accept  any  remuneration  for  its  use. 

"  The  ashes  were  not  cold  on  the  site  of  tiie  burned  editice.  before  measures 
were  taken  for  erecting  a  new  church  building."  Karly  in  the  spring  follow- 
in"f  the  fire  work  was  commenced,  ajid  December  1,  1884,  the  vestry  was 
completed  and  occupied.  About  tluee  months  later  the  entire  church  was 
finished,  and  was  dedicated  in  March,  188"j.  It  is  a  nuich  handsomer  and 
more  commodious  building  than  tiie  iirst  one  and  more  convenient  and  com- 
plete in  its  arrangements.  It  contains  audience  room,  vestry,  infant  Sabbath- 
school  room,  and  ladies'  parlor  on  the  ground  floor,  and  a  large  kitchen, 
dining-room,  and  various  small  rooms  in  the  basement.  This  building  cost 
nearly  $20,000,  and  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  tht;  society  at  the  commence- 
ment was  §12,000,  the  amount  of  tlie  insurance  on  the  old  building. 

Though  the  people  of  this  church  have  iiad  to  labor  under  many  discour- 
agements in  their  very  midst  and  to  make  many  sacrifices  to  secure  their 
present  substantial  and  attractive  liouse  of  worship,  they  have  not  forgotten 
to  manifest  the  true  s[)irit  of  Methodis  niiiy  doing  outside  missionary  work. 
In  May,  1873,  Rev.  E.  1).  Hall,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  C  Luther  and  3Ir. 
and  Mrs.  F.  Robbins,  formed  a  mission  at  Chartley,  in  Norton.  A  Sunday- 
school  was  established,  and  a  church  very  soon  organized,  consisting  at  first 
of  nine  members.  A  chapel  costing  Sl,.")00  was  built  and  dedicated  on 
February  3,  1.S7G,  free  of  debt.  The  present  membership  of  this  little  church 
is  about  thirty,  with  a  congregation  of  sixty  or  seventy. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  pastors  of  the  Centenary  ^Methodist  Church, 
with  the  dates  of  their  appointn)ents  :  — 

Kcv.  Alfx.ui.l.T  Anderson    ....     ISC.fi-T.S       l{cv.  .John  W.  Willftt ISTT-T"* 

Uev.  Henry  I).  l{ol)in>on       ....     18<i!)-T0        Jte\  .  A.  W.  Seavey ISTD 

Itcv.  \K.  II.  Stnrr 1S71-72       Wcv.  Geor-e  \V.  KmIIoii is<0-sl 

Rt;v.  K.  l>.  Hull 1ST3-T4        Kcv.  .1.  A.  L.  Itkli Ij;^-.'-^ 

Rev.  .Joliii  ('.  (iowiin ls7.>-7<>       Kev.  Warren  A.  Luce l,';'<.'V->7 
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Rev.  Walter  Ela  is  the  present  pastor.     He  comineucccl  bis  labors  in  this 

town  in  April,  1887.'  ,        ,    ,        ■ 

In  the  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  its  existence,  this  church  has  ni- 
creased  from  twelve  or  lifteen  members  to  nearly  if  \wi  quite  two  Immlrea 
anil  fifty.  Its  Sunday-sclK.ol  is  a  very  large  and  lltmrishing-  one.  It  has 
upon  its^•oll  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  names,  and  tlic  average  attendance 
is  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

THE    HEI'.UONVILI.K    MF.TIIODIST    EIMSCOPAL    CIIUUCII. 

This  church  was  organized  April  d,  iSTo,  in  Hebron  Hall,  where  it  con- 
tinued to  worship  for  several  years.  In  1881  the  pastor  in  eliarge  seemed 
especially  to  recognize  "  the  necessity  of  a  new  church  edifice,  and  early  in 
the  year'set  himself  at  work  to  secure  ic."  In  a  short  time  quite  a  sum  of 
money  was  subscribed  and  work  commenced,  and  the  cornerstone  was  laid 
in  October  of  the  same  year.  It  recpiircd  strenuous  exertions  (.n  the  part 
both  of  pastors  and  people  to  complete  the  church  1)uilding,  which  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  about  §12,000.  They  were  however  very  successful  and 
on  April  5,  188:^  the  pretty  edifice  was  dedicated,  "  virtually  free  from  debt." 
This  church  has  had  nine  pastors,  only  one  of  them  remaiuing  three  years. 
At  the  time  of  its  formation  there  were  twenty-seven  members,  and  at  pres- 
ent tiiere  are  aliout  fifty.  The  society  holds  regular  services  in  Dodgeville 
as  well  as  in  Hebrouville  and  has  a  Sabbath-school  in  both  places,  each  num- 
bering over  a  hundred  scholars. 

The  first  pastor,  in  187.3,  was  Rev.  John  Q.  Adams,  who  remained  but  one 
year.  In  1876  Rev.  J.  H.  Sherman  was  appointed,  and  he  continued  three 
years.  Rev.  Robert  Clark,  1879;  Rev.  George  W.  Wright,  18.S0  ;  Rev. 
Charles  S.  Neetler,  1881  ;  Rev.  Eben  Tirrell,  1882;  Rev.  S.  M.  Beale,  1883  ; 
Rev.  J.  Q.  Adams,  1884.  Rev.  Charles  W.  Hinckley  was  the  pastor  in  1887. 
[The  present  pastor  (1803)  is  Rev.  W.  B.  Heath.] 

AFKICAN    METHODIST    EriSCOPAL    CHURCH. 

This  church  was  established  about  1871,  and  in  that  year  laud  was  pur- 
chased of  Dr.  J.  M.  Solomon  on  the  -plain"  between  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence and  the  Attleborough  T.ranch  railroads.  The  committee  of  the  church 
at  that  time  were  Isaac  R.  Jolinsou,  Jolm  Williams,  and  Israel  .Tackson.  The 
first  building  was  a  small  house  purchased  by  the  society.  It  stood  where 
Murray  Church  now  stands  and  was  used  by  :Mr.  Staples  as  a  shop.  This 
building  was  l)urned  down.  Since  that  time  some  additional  land  has  been 
purchased  and  a  new  church  edifice  erected,  larger  and  more  convenient  than 
the  former.     The  entire  property  is  valued  at  ?2,.')00. 


«  Uev.  A.  McConl  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  Kin.  assuming  the  piistoialc  In  the  spiln-  of  ISSO.  To 
him  8UCCCC.IC.I  the  Uov.  IJkhard  I'ovey.an.l  to  him  Iho  ,.ro.sent  i.astor.  Kev.  Geor^'c  K.  IJrl-htman. 
During  this  year,  18!0,  a  parsonage  has  been  hullt  on  SanionI  Street,  ju-t  In  the  rear  of  the  church. 
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This  chureli  belongs  to  tlic  Now  Knglaud  Conference  of  African  Churciies. 
The  original  nuiiilK-r  of  members  was  about  twelve  ;  the  present  number  is 
sixty-six.  There  is  a  Suudaj'-school  connected  with  the  churcii,  which  num- 
bers over  fifty  scholars.  The  pastors  are  as  follows:  Kcv.  R.  II.  G.  Dvsou, 
Rev.  James  II.  Anderson,  Rev.  Charles  C.  Ringold,  whose  terms  extended 
over  two  years  each.  Rev.  Daniel  Bradley,  Rev.  Robert  Peaco,  Rev.  E. 
George  Biddle,  whose  terms  continued  for  three  years  each.  Rev.  Georuc 
II.  Simmons  came  here  June  14,  188G,  and  remained  al)out  a  year.  In  1887 
Rev.  M.  A.  Bradley  was  appointed  pastor.  [Rev.  C.  D.  Haze!  is  the  present 
pastor,  1893.] 

GIJACK    CllUlJCII.       EI'ISCOrALlAN. 

The  first  service  in  town  under  the  auspices  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  was  held  at  North  Attleborough  about  8epteml)er  1,  1858.  This 
service  was  "by  request,  about  two  hundred  being  present."  The  otnciatiniT 
clergyman  was  the  Rev.  Julius  S.  Townsend.  He  had  been  rector  of  Trinity 
Church,  Pawtucket  (then  in  jMassachusetts).  Regular  services  were  held  in 
both  the  North  and  East  villages,  in  the  latter  place  in  Union  Hall  in  the 
evening;  and  on  March  30,  18o9,  "a  parish  was  duly  organized  under  the 
name  of  Grace  Church."  with  Mr.  Townsend  for  its  rector.  The  dou])le  serv- 
ices were  continued,  and  it  was  the  rector's  desire  and  plan  to  have  a  church 
building  in  both  of  the  above  named  villages.  He  labored  verv  caruesllv 
and  faithfully  for  a  year  and  a  half,  but  was  then  compelled  to  resign  the 
■work  because  of  his  ill-health.     This  was  in  March,  ISGO. 

During  the  four  succeeding  montlis  the  services  were  conducted  by  several 
different  clergymen,  and  then  Rev.  Edward  Cowley  became  rector.  He 
resigned  at  the  end  of  a  year.  AVhile  he  was  in  town  the  services  were  held 
at  the  Falls  instead  of  at  North  Attleborough.  p'rom  this  time  — about 
June,  1861  —  until  March,  18G4,  services  were  discontinued.  Then  for  three 
months  Mr.  (now  Rev.)  Samuel  H.  Webb  took  charge  at  the  Falls  as  lay 
reader. 

In  June,  18G4,  Rev.  A.  C.  Patterson,  "a  missionary  at  large,"  became 
rector,  and  while  lie  had  charge  tlie  land  upon  which  the  church  is  built  was 
purchased.  Up  to  this  time  services  had  been  held  in  four  different  places  in 
town;  namely.  Union  Hall,  East  Attleborough;  Union  and  Odd  Fellow.> 
halls,  North  Attleltorough  ;  and  at  the  Falls  schoolhouse.  Mr.  Patterson's 
rectorship  was  a  short  one  and  closed  by  his  resignation,  and  from  the  time 
he  left  town  until  1871  the  interest  in  the  work  of  this  denomination  scemetl 
to  subside.  Occasional  etTorts  were  made  to  resume  services,  but  they  were 
unsuccessful. 

•  In  1871,  however,  "a  united  and  decided  elTort  was  made  to  revive  the 
parish."  A  subscription  pajter  was  started  to  raise  funds  for  building  :> 
church,  and  $2,000  were  pledged.  Services,  too,  were  held  at  I^Ir.  W.  D- 
Whiting's  and  in  the   Free   Evangelical  Church.     In  September  of  that  year 
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Kev.  J.  S.  Beers  became  the  rector,  and  regular  services  were  resumed  and 
lield  in  Templars  Hall.  Octol>er  17  the  uround  was  broken  for  the  church 
edifice.  A  few  months  later  Mr.  Beers  commenced  soliciting  aid  in  Boston, 
in  which  work  he  was  very  successful,  and  the  cornerstone  was  laid 
June  11,  1H72.  This  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Grand  Masonic  Lodge 
of  this  State,  and  the  religious  services  were  conducted  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
lain, Rev.  E.  I\[.  P.  Wells,  d.d.,  of  Boston. 

Meanwhile  an  additional  lot  of  land  had  Ix-en  purchased,  and  two  months 
after  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  the  rectory  was  commenced.  It  was  fin- 
ished in  June,  l^fTo.  The  ciuirch  was  finished  and  opened  for  its  first  service 
March  12,  1873.  It  has  sittings  for  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  peoi)le 
and  is  valued  at  $11,U00.  'J'he  rectory  is  valued  at  S-i,;")00.  These  figures 
show  that  in  a  very  few  years  a  large  amount  of  work  was  successfnll}-  done 
by  this  small  parish.  The  church  was  not  consecrated  until  over  a  j'car  after 
its  completion,  for  in  the  Episcopal  denomination  no  church  edifice  can  be 
consecrated  until  it  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  a  provision  in  the  church 
polity  that  all   denominations    might   well   adopt. 

The  number  of  members  in  the  church  in  KSGU  was  eleven  ;  when  the  reor- 
ganization took  i)lace  there  were  eighteen  ;  and  the  present  number  is  one 
hundred.  There  are  more  than  a  hundretl  families  connected  with  the  par- 
ish. The  Sunday-school  Avas  reorganized  October  1,  1.S71,  and  it  now  num- 
bers one  hundred  and  thirty,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  ninety. 

The  consecration  occurred  on  June  1<S,  1.S7-4,  and  there  were  special 
services  during  two  days.  A  large  number  of  tlie  clergy  from  Boston, 
Providence,  Taunton,  and  many  other  places  were  in  attendance.  The  con- 
secration sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  of  Trinity 
Church.   Boston. 

Grace  Church  has  had  four  rectors  since  its  reorganization.  Kev.  .T.  S. 
Beers  was  the  first  of  these.  He  was  born  in  Fairlield  County,  Conn.,  and  it 
was  not  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  that  he  decided  to  enter 
the  ministry.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  for  some  years  been  employed 
in  some  business  house  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  it  was  tliere,  doul)tless. 
that  he  formed  the  liabits  and  gained  the  knowledge  which  enabled  him  to 
manage  successfully  tlie  business  and  financial  matters  of  the  churches  over 
wiiich  he  was  sul)sequenlly  placed.  The  fact  that  he  had  reacheil  his  majority 
before  beginning  the  special  prei)arations  for  his  lifework  showed  that  he 
had  weighed  the  matter  carefully  in  his  own  mind  bef(ne  making  his  decision 
and  that  he  thoroughly  understood  its  purport  and  recpiirements.  As  has 
been  said,  he  acted  from  judgment,  not  impulse,  and  devoted  himself  tlior- 
oughly  and  entirely  to  his  work,  laboring  for  the  temporal  good  of  his 
charges  and  their  higher  spiritual  good  with  equal  zeal  and  fidelity. 

Mr.  Beers  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  for,  notwithstanding  his  lack  of 
early  e(Uicatiou  and  mental  training,  he  graduated  from  the  E[)iscopal   Theo- 
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logical  Scniiuaiy  in  rhil.adelphia  "•  wiili  an  honorable  stan(lin<>."  He  acconi- 
plisliod  a  great  work  in  this  town  in  the  bnikling  of  the  chin-fh  and  rectoiv 
and  in  doing  lunoli  towaiil  extinguishing  the  debt  of  the  parish,  lie  re- 
signed in  the  auluui  of  187()  and  removed  to  Towanda,  Penn.  He  remained 
there  until  lS8r>,  when  he  received  the  appointment  of  general  missionary  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  State.  After  turning  his  atteution  to  books  he 
became  (piite  a  student  and  found  recognition  as  u  scholar  of  ability,  for  in 
l.S8(;  Trinity  Ccjllcge  confei'red  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  u^jon  him. 
After  his  appointment  as  a  missionary  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Natick, 
this  .State,  and  continued  there  until  he  died  in  November,  IM.Si;,  ;it  the  end  of 
a  life  not  long  in  years,  for  he  was  but  fifty,  but  complete  in  much  work 
well  done.  One  says  of  him:  "  His  consecration  to  the  Christian  ministry, 
thorough  knowledge  of  business  melhods,  and  indomitable  energy,  gave  him 
success  in  this  field  of  labor,"  that  of  a  missionary. 

Rev.  Frederick  A.  Fiske  was  tlie  rector  who  succeeded  ."Mr.  Beers.  He 
was  the  son  of  Kev.  Elisha  and  ]\largaret  Shepard  Fiske,  of  Wrentham,  where 
he  was  born  April  1;'),  1816.  He  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  well-known 
Day's  Academy  in  tluit  town  and  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1800. 
After  this  he  took  the  full  course  at  Yale  Theological  Seminary  and  then  at 
once  entered  upon  ministerial  work.  He  was  a  Congregational  minister  for 
nearly  or  quite  twenty  years  and  settled  in  some  jjastorate  during  the  greater 
part  of  that  time.  For  some  three  or  four  years  previous  to  1865  he  had 
a  private  school  for  ))oys  in  Newton,  this  State.  He  had  been  a  teacher 
between  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  college  and  his  entering  the  theo- 
logical school,  and  he  gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  successful  educator. 

The  results  of  a  severe  illness  compelling  him  to  seek  the  benefits  of  a 
milder  climate,  he  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  education  in 
North  Carolina  iu  180.3.  He  continued  in  this  oMice  for  three  years  and 
filled  it  most  acceptably.  He  was,  however,  always  possessed  with  a  strong 
desire  to  return  to  New  England  and  resume  the  duties  of  the  ministry  there, 
counting  the  days  spent  iu  that  work  the  pleasantest  of  his  life  ;  and  therefore 
in  1SG8  he  resigned  his  position  at  the  south  and  returned  to  the  north. 
It  was  about  two  years  subsequent  to  this  time  that  he  entered  the  Epi.scopal 
Church.  He  became  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  Great  Barrington.  this 
State,  and  later  of  St.  Paul's  in  Brooklield,  Conn.,  and  from  the  latter 
place  came  to  this  town  in  ISTG.  ^Vfter  two  years'  labor  in  and  for  this 
church,  death  called  him,  for  his  work  was  done. 

The  words  of  others  most  fitly  describe  the  character  and  life  of  this 
singularly  devoted  man.  Says  the  Attleborough  Chronicle:  ''Mr.  Fiske 
was  a  man  of  schohuly  attainments,  irreproachable  character,  genial,  social, 
and  kind  in  all  his  intercourse  with  the  church  and  world.  His  rectorship 
among  us  has  been  al)undantly  blesseil,  and  liis  departure  so  unexpected,  has 
elicited  the  most  profound  grief  and  heartfelt  sympathy.     Bishop  Padilock, 


.      HISTOJiY   OF  ATTLEliOnOUail.  297 

at  the  funeral  services,  iiuido  a  feelini;'  tribute  to  the  departed,  speaking 
of  tbe  great  loss  all  Iiad  sustained.  — of  his  unselfish  devotion  to  his  work 
and  people.  He  loved  to  minister  as  one  that  serveth.  It  was  his  higliest 
honor,  the  basis  of  his  life.  Ilis  service  lias  been  very  faithful.  Wherever 
his  work,  that  work  was  honorai)ly  performed  and  his  reward  was  witli  God." 

In  the  convention  address  delivered  in  JMay,  1870,  is  the  following  notice, 
a  beautiful  tribute  from  the  pen  of  llishop  Paddock:  ''In  the  modest 
rectory,  that,  with  the  Church  at  its  side,  crowns  the  little  iiuoll  of  an  ample 
lot  in  a  pretty  village  of  Bristol  County,  one  of  our  best  ruial  pastors  lay 
down  to  die  soon  after  he  had  given  God  thanks  for  the  good  example  of 
dear  Dr.  AVells,  (a  loved  city  missionary  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Iioston.) 
This  man,  coming  to  his  parish  two  years  before,  had  found  the  wise  and  far- 
sighted  work  and  outlays  of  his  valued  predecessor  burdened  with  such 
honest,  but  partially  unex()ectod  indebtedness  as  changed  times  have  brought 
upon  many  of  the  parishes  all  over  the  land.  The  time  came,  last  autumn, 
when  about  82,000  of  this  indebtedness  nivst  he  raised,  to  avert  disaster. 
He  did  not  create  the  obligation  ;  but  it  was  Christ's  cross  that  lay  right 
athwart  his  path,  to  remove  it.  First  letting  it  cost  himself  more,  perhaps, 
ban  he  would  expect  of  any  one  else,  he  then  roused  the  hearts  of  all,  oven 
to  the  children,  of  his  Hock,  and  they  all  responded  uobly.  Then  strengthened, 
as  he  supposed,  in  his  gentleness  and  modesty,  by  a  statement  and  commen- 
dation from  his  Bishoj).  he  went  from  door  to  door  in  Boston,  to  let  others 
bear  the  burden  with  him,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Chi'ist.  F'rom  a  few  he 
received  refusals  whicli  pained  him,  from  a  few  good  advice  against  parishes 
getting  into  debt,  from  others  modest  offerings  towards  his  longed  forgetting 
out  of  debt  and  saving  a  valuable  property.  Twice  he  broke  in  his  weary 
rounds  ;  but  at  last  he  succeeded  and  went  home  with  the  church's  prcjperty 
saved,  and  his  life  given  for  it.  After  a  few  weeks  of  exhaustion  and  suffer- 
ing, the  Rev.  Frederick  Augustus  Fiske,  Rector  of  Grace  Church,  North 
Attleborough,  died  Dec.  1;"),  1878,  and  was  buried  by  m^'self  and  other 
hrethreu  amidst  a  town  full  of  mourners.  He  was  a  man  of  manly  and 
strong  piety,  clear  and  happy  in  his  convictions,  and  of  willing  and  unweary- 
ing labor." 

January  5,  l.sOO,  Mr.  Fiske  married  Avlin  W.  Woods,  a  granddaughter 
of  the  Rev.  Dr,  Leonard  AVoods,  of  Andover,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
theological  seminary  in  that  itlace.  She  survives  him,  and  one  son  by  a  j>re- 
vious  marriage,  Air.  F.  E.  Fiske,  of  Taunton. 

The  next  rector  of  this  church  was  Rev.  George  Iv.  Whcelock,  who 
remained  but  one  year.  He  came  in  September,  l.s7l»,  and  resigned  in 
•"September,   1880. 

The  church  was  witliout  a  rector  until  January  2^,  1881,  at  which  time  the 
Rev.  George  E.  Osgood,  the  present  rector,  assumed  its  charge.  He  was 
l>oru  in    Boston   June   6,    18.J4.     He   was  educated    at   the   Walt  ham    Higli 
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School  and  under  private  instruction  for  two  years,  ending  with  a  four 
years'  course  at  the  Episcopal  Theological  .School  at  Cambritlge.  He  then 
became  assistant  for  Dr.  William  K.  Huntington,  then  rector  of  All  Saints' 
Church  at  AVorcester,  now  of  Grace  Church,  New  York  City.  He  was  at 
tiie  same  time  rector  of  St.  Mattiiew's  Church  at  South  Worcester.  He 
remained  in  these  positions  for  two  years  and  a  half,  when  he  came  to  this 
town. 

October  2,  1880,  INIr.  Osgood  married  Helen  F.  Kead,  of  Hamden,  Maine. 
They  have  two  children,  Pliillips  E.  and  ]*]ditli  E.  Osgood. 

Up  to  the  autumn  of  1887  there  was  a  debt  upon  the  rectory  amounting  to 
about  $2,900.  During  that  season  the  necessary  sum  was  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion among  the  people  of  the  parish,  and  the  entire  clnn-ch  property  thus 
wholly  freed  from  obligations.  The  church  is  constantly  increasing  in 
prosperity. 

There  is  one  memorial  window  in  the  chuich,  placed  there  in  memory  of 
Miss  Adeline  Bowers,  who  was  born  November  23,  1709,  and  died  October 
18,  18GS.' 

THE    FREK    EVANCiELICAL    CIIL'HCII. 

The  beginning  of  this  church  dates  back  to  1840-4-1.  At  that  time  "a 
body  of  earnest  christian  workers"  left  the  Baptist  Church  because  they 
had  embraced  the  doctrines  of  Millerisni.  They  built  a  chapel  at  Plainville, 
where  they  worshiped  for  some  time.  April  .'30,  18o4,  they  organized 
themselves  into  this  church,  their  basis  of  organization  being  "The  Doc- 
trines on  which  Evangelical  denominations  are  agreed,"  their  creed  and 
practice  being  that  of  open  communion  Baptists.  Naturally  the  accepted 
rule  of  admission  to  membeTship  in  this  church  is  baptism  by  immersion,  but 
members  of  other  churches  are  admitted  who  have  not  l»een  so  baptized  ; 
hence  doubtless  their  peculiar  name. 

During  the  tirst  year  there  was  no  regular  pastor,  the  pulpit  being  supi)lied 
by  twelve  different  ministers.  On  Marcii  oO,  l.s.">;i,  Kev.  Cyrus  Cunniugiiani 
became  the  settled  pastor,  and  from  tiiat  time  the  church  received  recoguitioii 
from  the  other  ciiurches  in  town  and  elsewhere.  At  the  organization  tla-re 
were  twenty-four  members,  and  at  this  time  there  were  seventy. 

Mr.  Cunningham  was  Ijoi-n  in  Newton,  this  State,  lie  received  a  high 
school  education  and  made  liis  preparations  for  the  ministry  with  a  clergyman 
in  Salem.  This  was  his  secoiul  pasttirate,  the  previous  one  having  been  iu 
Westborough,  this  State,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Daggett,  and  while  they  resided  in  this  town  they  had  one  son,  who  i> 
a  liaptist  clergyman.     Mr.  Cunningham    remained   here   seven   years,   and 

'  In  the  nutunm  of  isfil  n  new  liuUillng  on  the  cliuivh  lot  was  l)ca:uii,  and  linlsheil  In  the  spiliijr  <>' 
1802.  The  scioiul  lloor  Is  fortlic  use  of  the  Suinhiy-sr-hool,  ami  the  tIrst  lloor  ciintnliis  iiailor,  lUnliij;- 
room,  kitchen,  etc.    its  cost,  IndmlinK  liiriilslilng.s,  wus  ahoiit  ^tJ.oon.    It  l>  calleil  the  I'aii.-h  llou-e. 
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during  that  time  the  cluircli  services  were  condiictetl  in  Banlon'.s  Hall.  He 
is  now  pastor  of  the  "  Shawnnit  Avemie  Mes.sias  Church  "  in  IJoston. 

Rev.  John  A.  lleagy  was  the  succeeding;  pastor.  Duriiii:-  his  stay  the 
church  edifice  was  buill.  Tt  was  conunenced  in  1867,  but  not  cntirelv  com- 
pleted for  three  years.  'I'lic  lecture  room  was  finished  and  used  for  fullv 
two  years  before  the  entire  building  was  completed.  Tiic  dedication  occurred 
February  -21.  1.^70. 

The  third  pastor  Avas  Rev.  G.  II.  Childs,  who  remained  here  only  two 
years,  from  1870  till  1872.  In  the  latter  year  Rev.  II.  C'anfield  accepted  the 
charge.  At  that  time  the  church  had  one  liundrcd  and  thirty  menibers  and 
the  .Sunday-school  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

To  Mr.  C'anfield  succeeded  Rev.  ,]o\m  Wood,  who  renniined  several  veai'S. 
He  was  much  interested  in  all  public  town  matters,  educational  work,  etc. 
During  the  summer  or  fall  of  188.5  he  resigned  and  with  his  family  went  to 
Calif oinia  the  ensuing  winter.  In  Oct(^ber,  1886,  Dr.  E.  'SI.  Levy  became 
pastor,  but  lie  remained  only  about  a  year,  when  he  resigned.  Some  time 
after  this  Rev.  \V.  L.  Lockwood  received  a  call  from  the  church  after  having 
supplied  the  pulpit  foi-  a  while. 

The  church  edifice  in  tliis  society  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  from  $8,000  to 
810,000,  and  repairs  to  the  amount  of  some  S7,000  have  also  been  made. 
This  entire  sum  has  been  paid.  In  188."^  the  parsonage  at  the  rear  of  the 
church  was  built.  The  present  membership  is  over  two  hundred,  and  the 
Sunday-school,  formed  very  soon  after  the  organization  of  tiie  church,  has 
a  membership  of  probably  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and   two  hundred.' 

CENTRAL  con(;i{i:<;ational  church. 

The  people  of  Attleborougli  Falls  were  for  many  years  comi)elled  to  go 
either  to  North  Attle!)orough  or  Oldtown  for  i>ublic  woisiiip.  The  need  of  a 
church  organization  and  a  churcli  l)uilding  had  long  been  felt.  Altrmpts 
were  from  time  to  time  made  to  have  some  permanent  organization,  anil  a 
clergyman  once  came  to  town  and  labored  for  about  a  vear,  and  then  the 
atten)pt  fell  through  from  opposing  obstacles  which  arose.  Finallv  in  March, 
1860,  a  Sabbath-school  was  establisiied  with  Welcome  .Vldiieh  as  superin- 
tendent. The  late  Job  Savery  took  a  great  interest  in  tliis  work  and  did 
much  to  advance  it.  The  school  held  its  sessions  in  the  basement  of  the 
schooliiouse  in  the  village,  where  other  religious  services  were  also  held. 
These  latter  were  conducted  in  turn  by  various  pastors  of  ditTerent  denom- 
inations in  town.  ^Vs  this  arrangement  did  not  prove  wholly  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  surrounding  conununity  a  canvass  was  nuule  and  sullicient 
money  subscribed  to  insure  a  regular  Sabbath  supply  of  preachers.  The 
committee   having   this   matter   in   charge   was   composed   of    representatives 

'  li^-.'.l.     I'nsi'iit  im.Moi,  Kcv.  A.  U.  I'.iull. 
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from  several  ileiioiiiinntions,  eiu-li  uin.-  of  which  was  to  have  a  speeifu-il 
portion  of  tlie  year  for  the  seltinj^   forth  of  its  "  partieiihxr  views." 

This  phui  at  first  i)roinise(.l  •ireat  lesiilts,  hut  it  failed  eompletelv  hefoic 
the  end  of  a  single  year.  The  previous  arrangement  was  again  adopted,  lnii 
witii  little  success,  and  every  prospect  looked  very  discouraging.  A  newlv 
settled  pastor  in  another  part  of  the  town  had  his  attention  called  to  the  llic-n 
slate  of  affairs  and  made  efforts  to  renew  tlie  enterprise.  Not  nuich  coiiUl 
be  done  at  once,  hut  the  Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Society  had  be<rim 
to  look  after  the  spiritual  needs  and  interests  of  this  connnunity,  and  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Taimtou  Conference  held  in  October,  187."),  at  North  Middlv- 
borough,  this  matter  was  presented  to  the  memliers  present,  and  a  day  wais 
appointed  for  the  conference  committee  to  visit  the  town  and  look  over  the 
ground.  'I'his  was  done  with  tlie  result  that  the  Home  Missionary  Socictv 
was  instructed  to  send  a  permanent  preaclicr  to  this  community  as  soon  a^ 
it  could  llud  the  right  man. 

Among  the  different  ones  sent  was  a  young  man  under  a[)pointment  as  a 
foreign  missionary,  and  it  was  at  once  decided  that  he  was  "the  one  looked 
for,"  and  he  was  urged  to  remain  until  he  should  be  called  to  his  foreign 
service.  George  H.  Tilton's  Hist  Sabbath  at  the  Falls  was  .lanuary  4,  1874. 
He  is  the  son  of  William  ^^'ells  and  Sarah  Ann  (Morrill)  Tilton  and  was 
born  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  January  ol,  184').  He  lived  in  Concord  and  Hoii- 
kinton,  that  State,  while  a  child,  his  parents  having  lemoved  to  those  places. 
He  attended  district  schools,  the  C'ontoocook  and  Hopkinton  academies,  anil 
for  a  term  the  Kumford  Grammar  School  at  Concord,  under  a  very  faithful 
teacher,  ^Ir.  James  W.  Webster.  He  then  entered  AVilliston  Scimiuary,  at 
Ettsthampton,  this  State,  where  he  graduated  in  18GG,  ready  for  college.  Ho 
graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1870  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary 
in  187;i,  and  on  June  4  of  that  year  he  was  ordained  at  Hopkinton,  N.  H. 
He  then  took  a  course  of  medical  instruction  in  New  York  City,  having  lii> 
missionary  work  in  view.  Soon  after  tinishing  that  course  he  came  to  this 
town,  ••  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  people,  and  was  promptly  offered 
$(;00  to  come  and  preach  for  them  six  months,"  ;ind  at  the  end  of  that  time 
was  given  a  renewal  of  the  offer  for  an  indefinite  period.  INfr.  Tilton  took 
hold  of  the  work  before  him  in  earnest  and  very  soon  found  there  was 
sullicient  interest  in  the  connnunity  to  justify  the  formation  of  a  clunvli, 
which  was  done.  He  continued  hei'C.  working  with  and  for  this  peojile  until 
the  new  chuich  building  was  completed.      He  resigned  in  May,  187.'). 

He  preached  for  fidly  a  year  and  a  half  after  this  in  Wolfborough,  N.  1I> 
marked  success  following  his  labors  there.  He  had  meanwhile  buen  obliged 
to  relinquish  his  former  plan  of  becoming  a  foreign  missionary,  ami  as  a 
result  of  overwork  he  was  compelled  to  resign  all  active  work  for  some 
months  at  this  period.  He  commenceil  pleaching  in  the  Congregati«)nal 
Church  in  Kehoboth  village  in  October,  l.s77,  and   took  up  his  residence  tlnre 
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Jaiuiarv  1,  1«7S.  IIo  conliimed  to  pivacli  tlieie  for  five  years  and  on 
November  2,  18.S2,  was  regularly  installed  as  pastor.  On  June  6,  LsTO,  he 
was  married  to  Ella  .A[inerva,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Minerva  Wheaton 
(Freeman)  :\Iann,  of  tliis  town.     They  have  three  children. 

Mr.  Tilton  still  e(Mitinues  in  this  pastorate,  a  pleasant  and  successful  one.' 
He  was  the  projector  of  the  enterprise  which  has  given  to  the  town  of  Keho- 
both  its  beautiful  *'  AEemorial  Hall,"  and  to  his  earnest  etTorts  the  satisfactory 
result  of  the  enterprise  is  very  lar;j;ely  due.  It  is  pleasant  to  praise  the 
aenerosity  of  those  who  contril)uted  their  money  so  lilierally  in  this  cause 
and  to  record  the  fact  that  Mr.  TiUon's  labors  have  been  appreciated. 
Entirely  without  his  knowledge  friends  procured  an  excellent  portrait  of 
him,  and  upon  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  Goff  Memorial  Hall  this  was 
pul)licly  presented  to  him  with  well-deserved  words  of  praise  and  with  the 
request  that  he  would  permit  it  to  remain  in  the  hall,  that  future  generations 
may  see  ''the  good  man"  who  so  faithfully  labored  for  their  good  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  town. 

Rehoboth  and  old  Attleborough  were  so  long  and  so  closely  allied  tiiat 
what  interests  tiie  one  town  has  a  more  than  common  interest  for  the  other. 
and  the  old  Orthodox  church  of  the  older  town  and  the  new  Orthodox  church 
of  the  younger  toAvn  have  a  special  tie  between,  in  that  Ijoth  have  l)een 
benefited  bv  the  labors  of  the  same  earnest  and  faithful  minister. 

As  was  stated,  soon  after  3Ir.  Tilton  commenced  1  is  work  here,  sullicient 
interest  was  manifested  to  warrant  proceeding  in  the  movement  towaids  a 
clmrch  organization.  A  meeting  was  held  March  1!),  ISTl,  and  a  Congrega- 
tional church  was  formed,  calling  itself  the  Central  Congregational  Church 
of  Attleborough.  The  first  deacons  elected  were  Edwin  Shepardson  and 
Welcome  Aldrich,  the  first  treasurer  William  Fisher,  and  the  clerk  H.  N. 
Daggett.  A  council  for  the  recognition  of  the  new  church  was  held  in 
Agricultural  Hall  on  the  thirty-first  of  the  sanv:  montii.  Dr.  Blake  preaching 
the  sermon.  ^leiirtings  continued  to  be  held  in  the  sciioohoom.  but  tiie  place 
was  entirely  inadequate  to  tiie  wants  of  the  congregation,  and  simultaneously 
with  the  formation  of  the  ciuirch  a  movement  in  the  directicMi  of  a  building 
was  made. 

This  enterprise,  once  started,  was  "  pushed  forward  with  great  energy,  both 
by  the  pastor  and  H.  N.  Daggett,  and  some  other  stirring  men  of  the  village." 
It  took  just  five  week,  from  the  formal  recognition  of  the  formation  of  the 
church  for  these  energetic  men  to  perfect  their  arrangements  and  commence 
the  contemplated  work  of  building.  The  old  burying-ground  was  the  site 
selected  for  the  edifice,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  some  of  the  iuxlies 
interred    there.     It  was  witii  considerable  dilliculty  in  some  cases  that  the 


'111  1S91  Mv.  TUioi.  ix-l,'.ic.l  his  i.iistoiftto  hi  RclioLotli.  priM.-lilni,'  liU  List  s.-rmon  to  hi-   i.toplc 
there  on  Xovoinbcr  J-;  of  that  vc:ir.     \W  went  to  I-:ine:>sttT.  X.  II.,  m  here  he  sUll  Is  lo.atcl. 
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consent  of  the  relatives  was  obtained,  but  all  such  olistacles  were  finallv 
overcome.  The  buiklinj;;  conunittee  were  Handel  N.  Da^^ett,  John  F.  Stnrdv 
aiul  Edwin  Whitney.  'J'hey  began  work  on  3Iay  .5,  1871,  and  on  June  IG 
the  cornerstone  was  laid.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Tilton,  made  the  historical 
remarks,  and  liev.  J.  J.  AVoolley,  of  Pawtncket,  delivered  the  address  upon 
that  occasion.  The  exercises  were  participated  in  i)y  Rev.  Samuel  Bell,  Rev. 
John  Whitehill,  Rev.  II.  Canlield,  of  this  town,  and  Rev.  Dr.  lilodgett,  of 
Pawtncket.  In  the  cornerstone  were  placed  the  names  of  the  members  of 
the  chnrcii,  a  coj^y  of  its  creed  and  covenant,  a  copy  <if  the  order  of  exercises 
of  the  day,  two  copies  of  the  (Jhroulde  containing  editorials  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  church,  specimens  of  scrip  and  specie,  and  the  business  card  of 
Mr.  J.  F.  Sturdy.     The  stone  was  laid  in  its  place  by  .Mr.  DagL^ett. 

The  work  of  building  went  rapidly  forward  under  tiie  ellicient  su]iervisioi) 
of  the  committee.  -Mr.  Daggett  arranged  with  much  foretlioiiglit  and  had  the 
masons,  carpenters,  and  painters  on  hand  when  their  special  work  was  readv 
for  them,  "and  they  did  not  leave  it  till  it  was  done."  Karlv  in  December, 
187-1,  services  were  held  in  the  vestry,  and  ''by  the  untiring  etforts  of  the 
committee  the  structure  was  completed  in  less  than  a  year."  The  buildintr  is 
of  wood,  -with  a  brick  basement,  is  about  forty-one  by  sixty  feet  in  measure- 
ment, and  of  Gothic  design,  with  a  spire  whose  top  is  one  hundred  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  clock  was  the  gift  of  the  village  and  cost  Sr>00,  and  the 
bell  was  presented  by  .Air.  John  F.  Sturdy.  The  lecture  room  will  seat  aljout 
three  hundred  people  ;  there  is  also  a  library  room  and  a  kitchen  department 
with  all  necessary  arrangements.  The  audience  room  above  seats  about  four 
hundred. 

It  is  forty-four  feet  high  to  the  peak  of  the  roof  and  is  well  finisheil  and 
furnished.  It  has  eight  side  windows  of  colored  glass  and  three  rose 
windows,  the  largest  and  smallest  in  the  front  end,  and  the  other  opposite, 
over  the  chancel.  The  chancel  contains  the  pulpit  and  choir  seats,  with  the 
organ  at  the  right  or  west  side,  and  there  is  a  small  gallery  at  the  opposite 
end  of  the  church.  At  the  left  of  the  chancel  is  a  tablet  containing  several 
texts  of  Scripture,  and  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  church,  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone,  and  the  names  of  the  several  pastors.  This  churcli 
cost  between  SlO.OUU  and  .?l.s,000.  The  largest  contributors  were  II.  N- 
Daggett,  J.  F.  Sturdy,  and  the  late  AVillard  Robinson;  and  several  others 
among  the  business  men  of  the  village  were  very  lil)eral  in  their  donations. 
The  ladies  of  the  congregation  also  did  their  full  share  of  the  work.  The 
fruits  of  one  young  lady's  industry  purchased  the  beautiful  communion 
service;  "  a  group  of  young  ladies  "  gave  an  antiquarian  supper  and  rai>«'d 
$100  for  settees  and  organ  for  the  vestry  ;  and  the  older  ladies  by  a  scries 
of  fairs  raised  ?.")00  towards  furnishing  the  church.  The  work  was  a  great 
one  to  accomplish  in  so  short  time,  for  exactly  one  year  by  date  from  the  day 
the  ground  was  broken,  on  .May  .'>,  1.S7."),  the  completed  church  building  was 
dedicated. 
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Tliero  was  a  huge  congroiratioii  pri'seiit  on  that  occasion,  and  sovc-ial 
clergymen  of  prominence  took  part  in  the  exercises.  Rev.  S.  M.  Newman, 
Kev.  n.  B.  Hooker,  d.p.,  Rev.  WiUiam  IJanows,  d.d.,  and  l\ev.  ]\I.  Bhdve, 
D.I).,  among  them.  Kev.  ;\Ir.  P>oll,l[ien  pastor  of  tlie  Second  Congregatii)nal 
Clmrch,  made  an  iiistoiical  address,  and  the  (hnheation  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  .1.  I\l.  ^Manning,  d.d.,  of  Boston,  from  1  Kings  S  :  27.  Fine  mnsic 
was  rendered  l>y  n)nsicians  from  Providence,  and  a  dedication  hymn  com- 
posed by  ]Mrs.  L.  B.  Sweet  was  snng  by  tiie  congregation.  This  was  tlie 
closing  event  of  ]Mr.  Tilton's  pastorate,  and  his  labors  here  terminated  at 
that  time,  great)}'  to  tlie  regret  of  the  i)eople  of  the  cluirch  and  the 
community. 

The  next  ministei'  in  charge  was  Rev.  F.  E.  IMarsten,'  and  he  was  followed 
by  Rev.  F.  1).  Kelsey,  their  pastorates  together  covering  a  period  of  five 
years. 

In  August,  1880,  Rev.  fleorge  0.  Jenness  conniienced  iiis  lal)ors  here,  lie 
was  born  in  ^Methiicn.  tliis  Slate,  April  11.  1S;)7.  lie  was  educated  partly  at 
Atkinson  Academy  in  New  IIam])shire  .and  at  the  Baptist  College  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.  lie  pursued  his  theological  studies  with  l\ev.  Ebenezer  W. 
BuUard,  of  IIami)stead,  N.  II.,  now  of  Slockbridge,  this  State.  lie  was 
ordained  in  I860  and  commenced  preaching  in  Virginia.  Subseciuently  he 
modified  some  of  his  views  and  became  a  Congregationalist  and  had  his  first 
pastorate  as  such  at  "Wakefield,  N.  II.  While  there  he  accepted  the  call  to 
this  cluirch.  ^Ir.  Jenness  was  married  January  13,  1872,  to  ^Mar}'  A.  Merrill, 
of  Hampstead,  N.  II.     They  have  two  children  living,  Annie  ]\I.  and  ^lanora. 

The  Central  Church  organized  with  twenty-four  members  and  at  the 
present  time  it  has  sixty-two  and  a  congregation  averaging  al)out  one 
hundred.  The  Sunday-school,  organized  in  ]March,  1866,  has  upon  its  roll 
one  hundred  and  fifty  names  and  an  average  attendance  of  ninety.'' 

MURKAY    UNIVKRSALIST   CHURCH. 

The  first  attempts  made  by  this  denomination  to  establish  religious  services 
in  East  Attleborough  were  not  far  from  1.S20,  or  during  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  Carrique  over  the  First  Universalist  society  in  Oldtown. 
There  was,  however,  at  that  time  great  opposition  manifested  against  these 
attempts  by  some  of  the  leading  Congregationalists  of  that  part  of  the  town, 
■who  were  very  decidedly  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  Universalism.  How 
long  the  meetings  continued  is  not  known,  but  it  is  certain  that  no  permanent 
foothold  was  gained  at  tiiat  time,  and   that  no  further  efforts  were  made  for 


'  In  .Tunc,  1S77,  Mr.  M.-wstcii  marrlcil  Ma  M.  Fiocnian,  ilau};litci'  of  tlic  lato  .Jo>ciili  .T.  Frt'Ciiiaii,  of 
Attlclmroiiirli  Kalli.  'riio  (■(.•rciiiDiiy  took  |il:irc  in  the  rlninli  ami  was  iicifoiiiicil  tiy  Ifi'v.  .Mr.  KrUoy, 
hU  i>iicci'.s>or.  Mr.  Mar^lcll  Is  imu  st-ltlt-Ml  tii  (  oliiiiiliu-,  Ohio,  wlicrc  Iil-  l.>  |>aslor  of  a  lar^ru  rrv--l>y- 
terlnn  rlmrcli. 

-.Mr..leiiiicss'!»ucrc.ssor\vn»!Ucv.  WaltiTT.'l'iiylor.    The  iircscnt  pnsior  (l^i)J)  Is  Ucv.J.  H.  Mcl.areu. 


304 


A    SKETCH   or   THE 


nearly  or  q..ito  half  a  ooi.tuiy.  There  were  then  probai.lv  very  few  of  thi  ■ 
denoMiination  in  the  East  villa-e,  hut,  as  with  the  suceeedino-  vears  population 
luc-roasecl,  people  of  this  faith  iu  larger  numbers  becan)e  residents,  and  sonic 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  they  were  numerous  enough  to  think  of  havin.r  .. 
chmeh  and  parish  of  their  own.  '^    ' 

In  the  initial  work  no  one  was  more  earnest  than  the  late  Charles  K  Hnv 
ward.  The  first  decisive  public  step  w.-is  taken  on  June  i;»,  l«7r.,  when  the 
organization  of  .Murray  Universalist  Parish  took  place.  The  services  were 
held  11.  Lnionllall  from  this  time  until  December  \G  of  the  same  vear  when 
Murray  Chapel,  the  upper  part  of  the  late  Edwin  J.  Ilorlon's  buildin-r  on 
^orth  Mam  Street,  was  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  reli-ious  worship 
Services  continued  to  be  held  there  for  nearlv  ten  vears.  The  society  was 
incorporated  May  11,  l.SSl,  as  .Murray  Iniversalist  Society.  Tiie  nanie  wis 
given  in  h.nior  of  Rev.  John  Murray,  the  founder  of  the  .lenomination  hi 
this  country.  He  came  from  England  in  1770,  and  one  says:  "The  cir 
cumstances  under  which  he  landed  at  Good  Luck,  New  Jersey,  and  preached 
111  the  old  Potter  Meeling-house,  which  Thomas  Potter  had  built  in  the  faith 
that  '  God  would  send  a  preacher,'  read  like  a  romance,  lie  was  the  John 
AYesley  of  Universalism." 

The  first  pastor  of  Murray  Church  was  l{ev:  Franklin  C.  Flint.  He  was 
here  but  a  few  months,  from  Novembei-,  ].S7.),  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  23,  1870.  The  second  pastor  was  Key.  Alphonso  E.  White. 
who  remained  nearly  two  yeais.   from  September,  l,s76.  to  July,  l,s7.s. 

In  the  September  following.  Rov.  Tiiomas  W.  Jllnian  receivVd  a  call  from 
the  church,  which  was  accepted,  and  he  commencetl  his  labors  here  October  1 
187.S.  lie  was  born  in  Philadeli)hia,  Penn.,  January  -J'.),  l,sr.;5;  he  went 
through  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
graduating  from  the  Central  High  School  in  July,  1,S70.  The  foUowii...-  year 
he  entered  the  Divinity  Sciu.ol  of  Tufts  College,  this  State,  to<,k  the  i-r-ular 
four  years'  course  there,  and  then  remained  another  vear  for  special  study. 
He  was  settled  first  in  Saugus,  this  State,  at  which  place  he  was  ordained 
September  li',  1876. 

Soon  after  his  settlement  here  the  matter  of  a  church  building  be-an  to  be 
talked  of  and  special  efforts  in  that  direction  to  be  made."  Mr.  Illman 
labored  with  great  faith  and  earnestness  in  this  cause,  and  he  was  ablv  sec- 
onded by  all  the  people  of  his  parish.  In  .Alay,  1881,  the  society  deci<led  lo 
buy  a  lot  on  South  Main  Street,  just  below  its  union  with  North  iMain  Street, 
for  82,000.  Efforts  were  redoubled  and,  before  the  i)astor  resigned,  sullicient 
money  was  pledge<l  to  assure  the  desired  result  and  to  warrant^beuinnin-  the 
workof  Ijuilding  tlieedilice. 

Mr.  Illman  resigne.l  this  pastorate  May  1,  l.ssi,to  take  charire  of  tlu- 
Third  rniversalist  Church  of  New  York  City,  on  West  Eleventh  Street.  IK' 
remained  there  until  June  1,  1887,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  Brattleborough, 
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Vt.,  to  one  of  tlio  largest  oluirclius  in  tlu-  ilenoniinatioii.'  August  1").  1877, 
he  iimrricd  Maria  Louise  Pool i'.  of  Philadcli)liia,  Itv  whom  he  has  had  three 
diiut^hters.  Helen  Louise,  Adelaide  I'oole,  and  Florence  Sweet  Illnian. 

l\cv,  Iliraiu  A.  riiillirook  sueeeeded  Mr.  Jllinan  as  pastor  of  this  chuioh. 
He  was  born  in  Bradford,  ^'t.,  in  Oetohei-,  l.S.il.  He  was  edueated  at  Green 
j\Iountain  Institute  and  finisiied  with  the  divinity  course  at  Tufts  College. 
Ilis  lirst  eharge  was  at  Calais,  Elaine,  and  he  remained  there  thirteen  years, 
with  the  exception  of  some  time  spent  in  the  army,  where  he  served  as  cai)- 
tain  in  the  l^ightli  Maine  Regiment.  After  leaving  Calais  he  was  over  a 
church  in  Nashua,  N.  IL,  then  in  Pawtucket,  \\.  L,  and  still  later  in  Pock- 
land,  Maine.  He  commenced  his  ministerial  labors  in  this  town  Sei)tembcr 
H,  1884,  and  a  nionth  later,  on  Octol)cr  28,  the  ground  was  bi'oken  for  the 
foundation  of  the  new  church  liuilding. 

In  I8,j8  Ml-.  Philbrook  married  Louisa  King,  of  Clareniont.  N.  H.  They 
have  two  daughters.  Laura  Mai-y  and  I\Liria  Philbrook.  He  ivsigned  in 
1888,  to  take  charge  of  a  cliurch  in  Hoslon. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  new  cinu'cli  buihling  was  laid  December  11.  1884, 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and  the  vestry  was  coinpleletl  and  ready  for 
occupancy  in  July,  IS.s,').  The  remainder  of  tiie  work  was  rapidly  jjushcd 
forward,  and  the  main  audience  room  was  (inisla-d  and  occupied  for  the  (iist 
time  on  November  lo,  188").  The  t)uiUling  committee  early  appointed  wcie 
J.  Lyman  Sweet,  chairman,  Pev.  ]Mr.  Illnian  (his  place  subse(]iicntly  being 
occupied  by  Pev.  ]\Ir.  Philbrook),  W.  R.  Cobb,  the  late  Charles  K.  Ilayward, 
L.J.  Lamb,  and  K.  ().  Picliardson.  Kacli  and  all  of  these  gentlemen  were 
most  faithful  and  elllcicnt,  as  the  result  testilies. 

The  church  is  of  Queen  Anr.e  st3'le  and  very  pretty  lioth  in  design  and 
finish.  The  audience  room  has  a  seating  capacity  of  three  Inuub-ed  and 
twenty-five,  and  the  Sunday-school  room  behjw  seats  two  hundred.  There  are 
also  parlors,  kitchen,  etc.,  conveniently  and  appro[)riately  arranged,  accord- 
ing to  the  requirements  of  the  i)reseiit  day.  The  pul[)il  furniture  was  • 
presented  to  the  society  by  ^Iv.  Charles  p.  Laml).  of  Waltham,  a  former 
parishioner  of  ]\Ir.  Philbrook,  the  communion  table  by  .Mr.  N.  J.  Smith, 
and  the  chandelier  by  IMr.    P.    F.   Simmons,  of  this  town. 

It  was  at  first  pro[M:)sed  to  build  a  chapel  only,  at  a  cost  of  perhaps  80,000 
or  SG, 000,  but  it  was  (inally  decided  to  have  a  ciiincli,  though  that  meant  a  far 
larger  outlay.  The  present  Ituilding  with  the  land  has  cost  SIC.OOO:  and  the 
end  aimed  at,  a  paid  for  cinircli,  has  not  been  ;itt allied  witiiout  great  effort 
and  even  personal  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  inauy  of  the  people.  Large  sums 
of  money  have  b<>en  contributed  by  a  few,  notably  by  Mr.  Ilayward,  Mr. 
Sweet,  :ui(l  .Mr.  Lamb,  and  many  others  have  given  of  time  and  money  pro- 
portionally perliai)s  as  generously  as  they.     Though  a  great  w«)rk  had  In-cu 

'  Attliv  pifsoiU  lliiic  (lS!t:{)  Mr.  Illnian  i-  pastor  of  tlu'  L'nlvir.-Hll-it  diuicli  In  C'oinonl,  N.  11. 
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accomplislieil  by  liis  prL'cK'ci'Sbor.  .Air.  I'liilWiook  f<;un(l  ijiiK'h  wiiiting  lo  be 
dono  when  he  came  to  tlie  parish,  and  he  lalxiied  i)erseveiin_iily  witli  ii is  peo- 
ple until  the  eonsninniation  was  reached.  Most  wisely,  it  was  deoidetl  not  to 
dedicate  the  chuich  till  every  d(jllar  of  the  society's  obligations  was  paid,  and 
too  much  credit  cimnot  be  ,<>iven  to  tiie  ladies,  wlio  for  two  or  three  years 
worked  unceasingly  to  cancel  as  much  as  possible  of  the  debt  which  remained 
when  the  building  was  finished.  Early  in  the  year  1887  about  8800  was  still 
unpaid,  and  Uv.  J.  L.  Sweet  very  generously  otiered  to  be  responsible  for 
$i)00  of  tiiat  amount  if  the  ladies  would  raise  the  remainder  by  a  certain 
dale.  This  by  no  means  sniall  task  was  accomplished,  chietly  by  a  series  of 
very  pleasant  entertainments,  and  the  entire  debt  thus  liquidated. 

The  dedication  services  were  lieM  :\ray  II,  1887.  They  were  participated 
in  by  jnany  friends  of  the  society  from  iiome  and  alnoad  and  bv  several  emi- 
nent clergymen.  The  dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  liev.  E,  II.  Cai)en, 
D.D.,  president  of  Tufts  College,  and  an  address  to  the  parish  was  given  bv 
Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  then  pastor  (jf  the  First  I'niversalist  Church  of  this  town. 
Rev.  Dr.  George  H.  Emerson,  of  Salem,  Rev.  W.  A.  Start,  Mr.  II.  G.  Dun- 
ham, of  this  town,  a  student  in  Tufts  Divinity  School,  and  the  pastor  also 
took  part  in  the  exercises,  and  the  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Illman, 
the  former  pastor. 

We  cannot  better  close  this  sketch  of  .Alurray  Church  than  by  rpioting  a 
few  sentences  from  Mr.  lUman's  discourse  at  its  dedication.  He  says: 
"  As  one  who  was  with  you  at  the  beginning  of  the  building  movement,  and 
who  has  watched  it  with  interest  in  all  its  stages,  I  would  be  qualified  to 
speak  of  the  sacrifice  and  generosity  which  this  little  temple  represents. 
Every  such  movement  reveals  the  souls  of  peoi)le  ;  and  1  can  bear  testimony 
that  free-hearted  loyalty  and  devotion,  in  no  stinted  measure,  have  been 
shown  to  abide  in  the  souls  of  the  people  of  this  church  and  of  this  town. 
I  restrain  myself.  1  cannot  be  amiss,  however,  to  mention  the  name  of 
*  Charles  E.  Ilayward,  as  one  whose  wholesome  liberality  made  this  church 
possible,  and  whose  spirit  lingers  near  it,  although,  in  life,  he  was  not 
permitted  to  enter  its  doors  for  a  single  service.  It  is  a  monument  to  the 
devoted  spirit  and  unselfish  labors  of  many  faithful  men  and  women,  both 
living  and  dead.  Believing  that  to  truly  generous  hearts,  such  as  yours,  a  good 
work  well  done  is  itself  praise  enough,  I  will  content  myself  with  extending 
to  you  all  most  hearty  congratulations  that  your  labors  have  been  crowned 
with  success,  and  that  y(ni  can  ofter  to  the  service  of  God  and  His  children's 
highest  welfare  so  beautiful  and  so  complete  a  gift,  and  offer  it,  too,  free  from 
every  shadow  of  encumbrance."  ' 


1  The  iH-\t  pastor,  Kcv.  .lahe/.  Newton  Kmcry,  at  tlif  Unic  he  was  callcil  of  IJcllows  FaUs,  Vt..  faii'i" 
here  In  ISSS.  ronimcnclnir  his  l;i1)ors  on  tin-  llist  Sahl)ath  of  Sopti'mlpt-r  hi  that  year.  He  U-ft  Sopti'in- 
ber  30,  IS:M,  to  arci-pt  a  pa-torate  In  Ui  i-l-i-port,  Conn.  To  lilni  -ucccoleil  Ucv.  I);inli-I  L.  Ki^ht•^, 
wlio  rauic  In  Kel.niary,  l'-;i-J.  an<l  hft  .\u;.'n-l  :il.  lJ^:i:|.  Knrlni;  \i\-.  iia^torate  a  parsoiia;:c  was  hnlll  I'V 
the  .-oikty  on  Connty  Stitet,  he  helni;  the  llrst  to  occupy  It.  Oitober  1,  !;<:«,  the  pre-ent  pa.-tor,  Kev. 
A.  KraniN  Wnh  h,  eoniinencoil  his  hlboi:*. 
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ST.  mauy's  ciiuucii  (koman  catholic). 
St.  Mary's  Parish  dates  back  nearly  forty  years,  to  18;">0,  cUiriiig  which 
vear'it  was  organized  by  Rev.  Joseph  IMcXamee,  of  rawtucket,  R.  1. 
Tlierc  were  very  few  Roman  Catholics  in  the  district  at  that  time,  but  a  sulli- 
cient  Slim  of  inoney  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  was  raised  by  subscription. 
The  only  obtainalile  lot  was  the  rocky  spot  on  the  niain  road  between  the 
Falls  and  North  Attleborongh,  just  west  of  the  elevation  called  "Peck's 
Mountain."  In  I8r)2  Father  :\[cNamce  died,  and  Rev.  P.  G.  Delany.  :dso  of 
Pawtucket,  had  charge  of  the  i)eople  of  this  faith  in  town  for  the  following 
two  years.  His  suc^cessor  was  the  Rev.  Philip  Gillick,  of  Greenville.  R.  I. 
He  continued  his  residence  in  that  place,  but  he  devoted  the  larger  ix^rtion  of 
his  time  to  this  parish,  and  under  his  administration  more  active  work  was 
commenced  and  much  was  accomplished. 

Up  to  18r)7  the  religious  services  had  been  conducted  in  private  houses  or 
in  Barden's  Hall,  but  during  that  year  a  church  was  built  on  the  site  pre- 
viously purchased.  This  was  a  plain,  inexpensive  structure,  but  it  answered 
the  actual  needs  of  the  people  at  that  time  and  for  some  years.  At  the 
time  the  church  was  built  Father  Gillick  took  up  his  residence  in  North  Attic- 
borough,  living  in  various  places  there  and  for  a  time  even  in  the  basement 
of  the''church,'^until  liually  he  built  himself  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  church. 
He  did  a  great  and  arduous  work,  for,  besides  accomplishing  much  in  this 
town,  "  he  built  or  puichased  places  of  worship  in  Franklin,  Wrentham,  Wul- 
pole.  Foxboro',  and  Mansfield,  all  of  which  he  attended  to  regularly  until 
advancing  years  and  increasing  numbers  of  Catholics  obliged  him  to  seek 
the  assistance  of  another  priest."  He  had,  in  all,  three  assistants,  the  Rev. 
Fathers  Conaty,  Foley,  and  Ryan.  In  KS71,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age 
and  feeble  health.  Father  Gillick  resigned  -  the  post  he  had  so  long,  so  ably, 
and  so  well  filled,"  giving  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Right  Rev.  T.  F.  Ilen- 
dricken,  P,ishoi)  of  Providence.  It  was  in  February,  1874,  that  Father  (iil- 
lick  ceased  his  active  labors  here,  and  he  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  died  on  the  lUth  of  the  following  May. 

He  was  immediately  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Edward  J.  Mongan,  ami  his 
first  assistants  were  Rev.  Andrew  Rrady  and  Rev.  P.  F.  Doyle.  Father 
Mongau  is  still  tlie  incumbent  of  St.  INIary's  parish,  and  the  present  assistant 
is  Rev.  John  T.  Lynch  (1887).'  He  has  worked  zealously  and  successfully 
during  the  fourteen  years  of  his  a<lministration.  A  debt  resting  upon  the 
church  when  he  came  here  has  been  paid  ot¥,  and  the  parish  has  been  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition.  At  the  time  he  came  here  the  church  htid  far 
outgrown  its  accommodations,  and  in    lf<77  the    present  site  and   buildings 

>  since  the  above  was  written  F.ttlier  MonKniiS  a<sl>t;int  has  been  rciuovcl.  The  work  lit  ManslkM 
having  so  Increased  us  to  require  :.  lesl.lont  piistor,  ho  .uftse-l  hi.  labors  there  ami  conllne-l  himself 
to  the  reyulrcinents  of  his  own  speeliil  jiarlsh  In  NorUi  Attleborongh. 
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wore  piircliased.  Tlicse  \vere  the  old  Tiffl  property  on  Wtishinmon  Street 
North  Attiehorougli,  llie  dwelliii^r  well  known  to  the  people  of  thelown  as  tlio 
"  Round  house."  This  house  is  occiipio.l  as  a  residence  hy  the  odiciatinT 
priests  and  the  stone  baiu  has  been  remodeled  and  converted  into  a  place  of 
worshii).  About  620,000  was  the  price  <jf  this  property,  and  in  two  years 
from  the  time  the  chinch  took  possession  it  was  entirely  paid  for.  In  a.ldi- 
tion  the  building-  fund  for  a  new  church  edilice  already  amounts  to  SlO.OOO.' 
There  are  from  ei^lit  to  nine  hundred  mend)L'rs  of  this  church  and  parish,  and 
the  eongiviration  at  tlie  n-nlar  services  averages  from  six  to  seven  hundred. 
The  .Sal)bath-scliool  numbt'is  two  hundred.  There  is  here  an  insurance 
organization  under  the  yti.irdianship  of  tlie  church,  called  the  Catholic 
Forester's  Association  ;  tliis  numl)ers  about  lifty  members.  ]{esides  attend- 
ing to  his  own  parish,  Father  Mongan  has  charge  of  the  services  of  his  church 
at  Mansfield  [see  note]. 

.ST.  .toiin's  ciiuucii  .vno  pakish. 
In  18X3  the  portion  of  St.  .Mary's  parish  comprised  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town  was  set  apart  by  Bishop  Ilendricken  and  organized  by  hinj  as  St. 
John's  parish.  For  some  time  previous  to  this  dale,  it  iiaving  become  more 
ditlicult  for  the  people  of  the  East  village  to  attend  church  on  account  of  the 
removal  from  the  Falls  to  North  Attleborough.  Father  .Alongan  had  rcijularly 
celebrated  mass  in  Dean's  or  Union  Hall.  The  first  pastor  appointed  over  the 
new  parish  was  the  Rev.  John  J.  O'Cijnnell,  then  curate  of  the  Church  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  in  rnn-idence.  He  came  January  G,  l.S.S;5,  and  still 
remains  in  charge. 

Services  were  contiinied  in  Union  Hall  up  to  December,  l.S.s;),  ])nt  the  people 
had  for  some  time  been  desirous  of  having  a  more  suitable  place.  At  the 
time  the  parish  was  organized  (piite  a  sum  of  nioney  had  already  been  collected 
with  that  object  in  view,  and  work  was  at  once  cf)mmenced.  Land  was  pur- 
chased on  North  Main  Street  of  the  family  of  the  late  F.  D.  IJliss.  including 
the  house  standing  thereon  and  now  used  as  the  priest's  residence. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  new  edifice  was  laid  September  17,  iss;^).  ihe  ser- 
mon being  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Walsh,  of  tlie  Holy  Communion  Church, 
Providence.  Pastor  and  people  were  earnest  and  zealous  ai;<l  the  work  of 
building  went  rapidly  and  vigorously  on  toward  completion.  The  church  is 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide,  and  built  after  the  Gothic 
style.  It  is  a  handsome  structure  and  makes  as  a  whole  a  fine  effect.  The 
lofty  spire  is  an  especially  noticeable  feature,  and  the  top  of  its  sunnouuting 
cross  reaches  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  a  half  feet 
from  the  ground.     The  auditorium   is  of  excellent  proportions,  finished  and 

'The  new  l)uU.lin«  li.as  been  comnxMicol.  The  ron.crstoi.c  was  lal.l  In  tlic  ^l.l■lM;c  of  l!<S!i  an.l  Ihc 
work  of  eoustructioii  is  koIh-  oil  It  l.s  i'~tiu.;itc.|  llial  It  will  r,),t  ,s;.-,,ik)(i,  ami  U  will  b.-  a  la.;,'c  ami 
hnu.Uoiuo  suuilure.    The  ba«fnieni  Is  occuplcl  for  worship,  but  the  roo.n  above  U  not  >et  complcloi. 
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fiirnishod  well,  the  style  of  finish  used  in  the  rooi  l)eini;  partieiihirly  pleasing. 
The  colors  usctl  in  the  decoration  are  soft  and  agrecaltle  to  the  eye,  and  the 
stained  glass  windows  add  mucii  to  tlic  general  cfl'ect  of  the  entii-e  room, 
which  is  harmonious  and  in  good  taste.  The  beautiful  window  over  the  high 
altar  is  tlie  gift  of  Kev.  James  Murphy,  of  St.  Teresa's  Church,  Providence, 
and  represents  the  patron  saint  of  this  church.  The  side  windows  are  also 
trifts  from  various  members  of  the  church.  The  high  altar  was  presented  by 
the  congregation,  and  the  side  altars  ])y  friends  of  the  parish.  A  large  organ 
occupies  the  choir  gallery,  which  is  over  the  vestibide,  and  tlie  only  gallery  in 
the  church.  The  Sunday-school  room  oi-  vestry,  a  large  room,  (Kcupics  the 
basement  of  the  building.  The  chuich  seats  seven  hundred  people  Tlie 
members  number  six  hundicd,  and  the  average  attendance  at  mass  is  four 
hundred.  The  Sunday-school  numl)ers  one  hundred  and  twenty-live.  The 
entire  property  is  valued  at  $25,000.' 

The  dedication  took  place  Septemlior  22,  1S.S5,  the  Kigiit  Kev.  IJishop 
Ilendricken  conducting  the  services,  which  were  very  imposing  and  imi)ressive. 

Father  O'Counell  has  accomplished  much  since  he  entered  ui)on  the  work 
of  this  parish,  and  he  has  not  only  endeared  himself  to  his  own  jjcople,  but 
has  gained  the  respect  of  the  community  by  his  courteous  and  friendly  bear- 
ing towards  those  with  whom  he  has  in  various  ways,  both  public  and  |)rivate, 
come  in  contact. 

ST.  stkpiikn's  CHuncii. 

The  energy  of  Father  Mongan  was  not  satisfied  even  when  he  had  thor- 
oughly established  a  church  in  the  East  village,  and  he  turned  his  attention 
to  another  portion  of  the  town.  At  least  ten  or  twelve  yeai's  ago  he  com- 
menced holding  services  in  Dodgeville.  For  many  years  a  large  proportion  of 
the  people  residing  in  the  villages  of  Dodgeville  and  llcbronvillo  have  been 
foreigners,  they  having  almost  entirely  superseded  natives  in  mill  work.  Very 
many  of  these  inhabitants  are  French  Canadians  or  of  that  extraction  and 
were  born  and  bred  in  the  Koman  Catholic  faith.  As  their  numbers  increased 
they  needed  more  and  more  attention  and  at  length  a  church  and  pastor  of 
their  own. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  date,  but  about  eight  or  ten 
years  ago  (1877-78)  ii  church  was  built  and  called  8t.  Stephen's.  It  stands 
on  the  road  between  the  two  villages  and  at  no  great  distance  from  either. 

The  congregation  numbers  about  six  hundred,  and  there  are  three  hundred 
and  fifty  communicants,  f\dly  two-thirds  of  whom  are  Fiench  Canadians  and 
the  remainder  probably  chiflly  Irish.  There  are  about  eight  marriages  and 
thirty  baptisms  annually,  and  about  thirty  persons  in  the  parish  have  taken 
the  pledge  of  total  abstinence. 


'A  lot  o)iposltc  tlic  rhuii!li  w.ts  purchasOfJ  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Cnr|>cnler,  and  :i  commoillous  aixl  pretty 
rectory  was  huUt  upon  It,  which  wa.^  Iliilshcil  ilurlnj,'  11*91.    Tliccost  was  some  $0,0(10. 
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Tlie  pastor  at  i)ro.scnt  in  cliaige  is  tlie  liev.  rutrick  S,  McGce,  fornieilv  of 
Canjul.i. 

Tlieie  have  been  various  loligioiis  societies  which  have  held  ineetiu<,'s  in 
town  at  dilTerent  times,  contiiniiiig-  in  some  instances  for  quite  a  long  pcricHl 
and  having  considerable  numbers  of  attendants.  Tiiese  meetinus  have  been 
held  in  halls  or  small  rooms  Jiircd  for  the  puipose,  none  of  the  organizations 
having  attained  sullicient  success  to  enable  them  to  own  buildings  for  them- 
selves. Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  .Alission  of  Glad  Tidinss,  in 
existence  for  quite  a  period  and  holding  its  regular  services  in  a  hall  on 
North  ^lain  Street,  Atlleborough.  Episcopal  services  were  h2ld  for  some 
time  in  the  same  village  under  the  care  of  Kev.  :\Ir.  Osgood.  Now  the  societv 
called  All  Saints'  .Alission  has  a  rector  of  its  own,  Rev.  I.  T.  Bagnall.  A 
Congregational  church  has  recently  been  forim^d  in  North  A ttle borough, 
calling  itself  Trinity  Congregational  Church,  of  which  the  pastor  is  Rev. 
E.  L.  Warren. 

About  1S70  the  American  ^Millennial  Association,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
bought  some  land  in  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  town  and  every  year 
since  that  time  have  held  camp-meetings  there  for  peoi)le  of  their  peculiar 
beliefs.  Among  the  prominent  men  connected  with  the  association  in  various 
places  and  leaders  in  these  meetings  may  be  mentioned  f:ider  Eemuel  Osier, 
Father  Shipley,  as  he  was  called,  Rev.  Cyrus  Cunningham,  from  the  West, 
J.  Pierson,  of  Newburyport,  this  State,  J.  Orrock,  IMr.  Bundy,  Josiah  Litch. 
J.  L.  Litch,  Robert  Knowles,  and  a  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Franklin,  :\Iass.,  who  is 
treasurer  of  the  association.  Of  the  several  leaders  in  organizing  these  camp- 
meetings.  Elder  Osier  is  the  only  one  now  livinii'. 

The  grounds  consist  of  a  pretty  grove  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
which  runs  from  the  road  between  Dodgeville  and  Ilebronville  to  IJriogsville, 
just  east  of  the  r>oston  and  Providence  railroad.  The  original  purchase  was 
five  acres,  since  increased  to  ten.  There  are  at  the  present  time  (1803) 
some  sixty  cottages  on  the  grounds,  and  the  place  has  come  to  be  in  a  small 
way  quite  a  summer  resort.  A  keeper  resides  there  all  the  year  through,  and 
the  owners  occupy  their  cottages  during  the  summer  months,  certain  trains 
stopping  at  the  adjacent  crossing  to  accommodate  such  of  the  gentlemen  as 
do  business  in  Providence. 

The  Adventists  generally  hold  their  camp-meeting  some  time  during 
August,  though  it  has  been  held  as  early  as  .June  and  as  late  as  September. 
Their  services  continue  for  ten  days.  There  are  representatives  of  associa- 
tions from  many  parts  of  the  country,  some  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States, 
and  from  Canada,  though  the  greater  nuinl)er  are  from  New  Ent;land. 

For  four  years  .Methodists  of  the  vicinity  have  held  camp-meetings  con- 
tinuing for  five  days,  and  for  two  years  the  society  of  Christian  "Workers  have 
had  me-.'tings  which  have  continued  for  ten  days.  These  services  attract  large 
numbers  of  people  from  the  surioimding  country  in  all  directions. 
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CHAPJ'KK    XI. 


SCHOOLS. 


OUR  New  Englancl  pioneci'  settlers  were  in  ninuy  respects  like  all  others. 
They  Inul  lirst  of  all  t(j  fell  the  trees  of  the  forests  and  to  build  for 
themselves  habitations,  then  they  had  to  subdue  the  land  and  coni[)el  it  to 
furnish  the  means  of  subsistence  ;  but  the  ideas  of  our  forefatliers  went 
fm-ther  and  higher  than  simply  to  supply  themselves  with  shelter  and  food. 
All  those  things  they  left  behind  tiiem  in  abundance  ;  but  they  came  here  to 
found  free  institutions,  and  their  commonwealth  must  be  built  upon  a  basis 
both  religious  and  intelligent. 

At  one  of  the  first  meetings  of  the  proprietors  of  Rejiolioth.  or  the 
"  plantores  of  Seacuidc,"  held  probably  within  a  few  months  of  the  settle- 
ment of  that  town,  it  was  voted  "  that  the  meeting  house  shall  stand  in  the 
midst  of  tlie  town,"  and  very  early  the  schoolmaster's  lot  was  set  apart. 
This  was  usually  near  the  meetinghouse  lot.  The  church  and  the  school 
stood  side  by  side. 

November  13,  1C77,  at  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  ''  that  Daniel  Smith 
should  write  to  the  young  gentleman  at  Dorcliester,  to  signify  to  him,  that  it 
was  the  town's  desire  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  come  up  and  teacli  a  sciiool 
according  to  those  former  invitations  that  our  IJeverend  Pastor  made  to  him." 

May  18,  1680,  the  town  was  notified  by  tlie  selectmen  that  one  Mr.  ICtlward 
Howard  had  engaged  to  teacli  school,  and  his  terms  were  "twenty  pounds  a 
year  in  country  pay,  and  his  diet,  besiiles  what  the  court  doth  allow  in  that 
case"  ;  and  tiie  following  year  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  "  endeavor  the 
utmost  to  re-engage  ^Ir.  Howard  to  keep  the  school  anotiier  year."  In 
December,  IGS.".,  the  selectmen  "did  fully  agree"  with  a  Mr.  Taylor  to 
keep  school  for  one  year,  his  pay  to  be  "  £5,  in  money,  £10.  as  money,  and 
his  diet." 

In  Octol)er,  1(!'.I8,  it  was  voted  "  that  a  school-master,  as  the  law  directs, 
should  be  attained,"  and  when  the  selectmen  iiad  procured  one  they  were  to 
•'  agree  with  him,  for  his  encouragement  to  keep  scliool."  At  this  time  tlie 
schoolhouse  had  to  l)e  repaired  *'  and  made  lit  for  to  keep  school  in."  There 
seems  to  be  no  mention  of  the  date  of  its  construction. 

March  1.^,  ICW,  the  selectmen  made  an  agreement  with  Tliomas  Kol)inson, 
of  tiiis  town,  to  keep  a  reading  and  writing  school  for  the  term  of  tinee 
months,  "  to  begin  the  first  or  second  week  in  April,  at  tiie  farthest,"  and  for 
his  labor  "  lie  is  to  have  three  pounds,  half  iu  silver  money,  the  one  half  of 
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it  wlifu  lio  lias  ki'pt  hiilf  the  toriii,  an<l  the  otlier  half  whoii  hi.s  (iiiarter  is 
expired  :   the  last  part  of  his  pay  in  corn  equivalent  to  iiiouey." 

Up  to  this  time  it  is  conjeetured  that  hoys  only  had  had  the  bencGt  of 
])ublic  instruction;  hut  in  December  of  this  year,  lOilO,  "the  solectiin-n 
agreed  with  ^fr.  Kobert  Dickson  to  kcei)  school  in  Rehol)oth  for  six  months, " 
he  engaging  to  do  his  utmost  endeavor  "  to  teach  both  sexes  of  boys  and 
girls  to  rend  English,  and  writi',  and  east  accounts.  In  consideration  of 
said  service,  the  said  selectmen,  in  the  town's  l»ehalf,  do  engage  to  pay  him 
thirteen  pounds,  one  half  in  silver  money,  and  the  other  half  in  good  mer- 
chantable boards,  at  the  current  and  merchantable  price  ;  the  boards  to  be 
delivered  at  the  landing  place,  at  Samuel  Walker's  and  Sergeant  Buttev- 
worth's  pier."  '  "  All  these  voles  were  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  1647, 
providing  for  the  taxing  of  the  people  of  the  towns  for  the  support  of  free 
public  schools,  to  which  every  child  might  have  access,  —  the  lir.st  legislative 
act  in  the  world  atYording  free  public  instruction,  through  a  general  taxation 
of  all  the  people,  to  the  children  of  all  the  people." 

In  1708  the  course  of  study  was  enlargml,  the  schoolmaster  then  '•'agree- 
ing to  instruct  in  reading,  writing,  grammar,  and  aritiimutic."  ICarly  in  the 
year  1712  it  was  "voted  to  raise  thirty  pounds  annually,  for  the  support  of 
schools."  One  "  neighborhood  "  was  to  have- ten  pounds,  and  '' l»e  obliged 
to  maintain  an  English  school,"  and  other  portions  of  the  town  were  to  have 
"  the  remaining  twenty  pounds,  and  be  obliged  to  maintain  a  grammar  school."' 

Up  to  this  time  there  is  no  mention  of  separate  schools  for  Attleborough ; 
therefore  those  of  our  town,  if  indeed  there  were  any,  must  have  l)een  iden- 
tified with  or  included  in  those  of  I'ehoboth.  The  first  records  found  on  our 
books  are  for  171G,  over  twenty  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town. 
On  March  20  of  that  year,  ])y  those  who  were  "by  the  providence  of  God 
inhabitants  of  Attleliorough,  it  was  voteil  and  agreed  upon  that  Deacon 
Daggett  should  be  schoolmaster."  Later  in  the  year  this  record  is  found  : 
"At  a  town-meeting  J^awfully  warned  the  17th  of  Deceml)er.  17lfJ,  for  to 
Consider  and  Resolve  what  they  will  do  with  Respect  to  the  Ilireing  of  A 
School-master  and  see  whether  they  accept  (^f  Mr.  .Tosiah  Jacques  as  school- 
master on  any  of  those  terms  Mr.  Freeman  has  agreed  for  him,  tiie  said 
Jacques,  it  Avas  voted  to  hire  Mr.  Jacques  of  Mr.  Freeman  for  one  year  for 
a  School-master,  and  to  pay  Mr.  Freeman  twenty  pounds  in  current  money 
of  this  province,  or  proportionally  for  less  time,  if  lie  should  not  stay  so 
long."  This  man  of  -whom  the  town  hired  the  schoolmaster  was  IMr.  Davitl 
Freeman,  who  lived  near  the  South  Attleborough  cemetery;  therefoie  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  our  first  schools  were  kept  in  that  part  of  the 
town.  At  this  time  there  were  no  school  buildings  here,  and  for  almost  a 
hundred  years  the  schools  were  kept  in  the  houses  of  diflerent  inhabitants. 


>Thl8  was  nt  Sockonk  Cove,  .11  ilic  iiioutli  of  the  Tt-n  Mile  Klver. 
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For  the  your  1717  one  Tlionias  Cntlicnrt,  of  .Martha's  Vineyard,  was  the 
town  sclioolniastcr,  liis  salary  hcinif  tliirty  poun<ls.  The  closing  wortis  of 
his  receipt  for  lliis  salary  leave  no  douht  as  to  his  loceittion  of  llie  money  oi- 
its  full  equivaU'nt :   "  I  say  received  Ity  nu\  Thomas  C-athcart." 

At  this  time  Attleb«n-ongh  included  Ihc  Clore,  now  Cuinl)erland,  1^  I.,  ami 
the  population  did  not  jn-ohahly  exceed  live  hinidred  people.  This  territory 
was  all  one  district,  and  only  one  school  was  kept,  as  ni:i\'  be  proved  bv  tiie 
early  records,  where  tlie  school  and  the  sr/iooInKi.sii'f  are  invariably  mentioned. 

Under  date  I)cceird»er  "),  171.S,  is  found  tiie  followinu"  record:  "Tlic 
meeting  then  hidd  to  consider  wliat  may  be  done  rcspei-ling  tiie  school,  b; 
see  where  tlie  town  will  place  it;  whctiier  by  a  committee  that  may  then  and 
there  be  chosen  to  manage  lliat  aflair.  or  any  other  way  tiiat  may  be  thought 
proper.  The  'I'own  voted  and  agreed  that  ye  scliool  sliould  be  kept  seven 
months  in  one  quarter  of  ye  Town  at  a  time,  and  that  (Quarter  shall  liave 
power  to  place  the  school  as  they  shall  think  most  proper  and  convenient." 
At  this  time  a  connnittee  of  the  five  following  men  was  appointed  to  make  a 
division  of  the  town  into  four  quarters;  namely,  II.  Peek,  ICnsign  Whip[tle, 
Ensign  Head,  .lohn  Lovell,  and  Sanuiel  Day.  It  was  part  of  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  order  the  (piarter  in  Avliich  the  school  should  first  be  kept,  which 
should  follow,  and  so  on  until  each  (piarter  had  had  its  [)roportionate  seven 
months  of  schooling.  No  records  are  extant  of  any  rei)orts  from  this 
committee,  and  for  about  twenty  years  succeeding  this  date  it  is  probable 
that  '^  the  method  of  public  instruction  "  re-mained  altout  the  same. 

In  1737  there  was  a  division  of  the  town  into  foiu-  di.^fricts,  or  quarters, 
"Northeast  and  Southeast,  Northwest  and  Southwest." 

On  the  records  are  found  orders  on  the  town  treasurer  showing  that  George 
Allen  held  the  position  of  schoolmaster  in  1721-2(;-28  and  17:52,  and  lie  was 
paid  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds  a  year.  These  salaries  were  always  or 
nearly  always  exclusive  of  --.liet,"  and  tlie  inference  is  tliat  the  teaeher 
was  also  entitled  to  conveyance  to  and  from  the  school  when  necessary,  as 
Mr.  Eljenezer  Tiler  was  several  times  paid  by  tlie  town  for  •-  iiorsc  hire 
going  to  fetch  ye  schoolmaster."  Sometimes  in  the  earliest  days  the  records 
show  that  persons  ottered  to  be  resi)onsible  for  the  teacher's  maintenance  for 
a  certain  portion  of  the  year;  but  later  this  matter  was  more  frequently 
adjusted  at  town  meeting,  the  warrants  for  the  meetings  stating  that  one  of 
the  questions  to  be  decided  by  the  town  was  •'  to  see  if  they  will  do  anvlhiiiii 
towards  boarding  the  schoolmaster." 

The  records  do  not  .show  wJiat  studies  were  i)ursued,  as  sometimes  is  tiie 
ease  in  those  of  Kehoboth  ;  but  it  is  natural  to  suppi^se  tliat  thev  were,  as  in 
tliat  town  at  first,  the  elementary  ones  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
or  "casting  accounts."  and  those  only. 

during  some  years  then-  was  no  school  at  all.  such  beim,'  the  case  in  1  7.{.") 
!>iul  17;]U.     The  record  states:   "In  ye  first  place,  it  was   put  to  vote  to  see 


314  A   SKKTt'll   OF   THE 

whctlicr  the  town  will  liiiv  :i  scliool-niastt'i-,  and  the  vote  passed  in  tiie 
neiiative."  lint  whetlier  this  decision  was  from  a  tenipoi-aiy  laelc  of  interest 
or  lack  of  funds  does  not  appear,  no  reasons  or  explanations  l>einu;  "^iven. 
"The  teachers  at  this  time,  as  far  as  known,  were  John  Gratrax,  lienjaniin 
Ide,  and  John  IJoltlMus,  .Ir.  The  latter  was  evidently  a  prominent  man  in 
his  generation,  as  he  held  the  ollice  of  town  clerk  and  selectman  several 
years." 

In  1711,  the  Lejjislntiire  passed  an  act  "  antliorizin-j  the  division  of  towns 
into  school  districts,"  and  those  towns  which  numl)ered  fifty  families  were 
compelled  hy  this  act  to  provich^  for  propei-  instruction  in  all  the  Enalish 
brandies,  and  those  which  numhered  a  hundred  families  must  add  to  these, 
instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek. 

The  records  for  the  following  year,  171'),  show  that  progress  had  heeii 
made  in  this  town.  '*  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  and  held  ye  Mtli 
day  of  January,  1715,  voted  to  choose  ;i  conniiittci'  to  divide  the  town  into 
five  parts  and  the  (iore  to  be  one  part.  Voted  also  that  the  school  he  kept  in 
two  places,  six  months  each  in  each  part,  during  the  next  Iwo  years  and  six 
months."  In  the  words  of  another:  "This  ccnnmittee  made  the  division 
and  named  the  houses  where  the  school  should  he  kejit.  This  was  the  first 
step  towards  the  district  system,  though  its  inception  was  still  in  the  future. 
By  this  plan  the  school  'and)ulated'  from  cpiartcr  to  (piarter,  and  house  to 
house,  and  when  one  quarter  had  had  its  six  months'  schooling  —  three  months 
in  each  of  the  two  places  —  it  waited  two  years  and  six  months  before  its  turn 
came  again  to  drink  at  the  fount  of  knowledge." 

Besides  this  new  arrangement  of  districts  another  change  of  importance 
occurred  at  this  time.  "A  new  impetus"  was  given  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  onr  midst,  though  its  source  cannot  now  be  traced.  It  wuidil  cer- 
taiidy  be  very  interesting  to  know  what  person  or  persons  first  sugficsted  the 
new  departure.  The  records  s.ay  that  the  warrant  for  the  above-mentioned 
meeting  in  January,  171."),  contained  an  article  as  follows:  "Tt)seeif  the 
town  will  vot(!  any  money  to  be  expended  in  keeping  women  schools."  Th:it 
so  important  an  innovation  might  have  i\u(i  consitloration.  the  article  was  hud 
over  to  an  adjoin-ned  meeting,  when  it  was  voted  to  raise  thirty  poinids  oUl 
tenor  money,  '•  to  encourage  ye  keeping  of  women  schools."  Whether  this 
appropriation  was  put  to  immedi:ite  use  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  It  w:is 
more  than  twenty  years  after  schools  were  started  in  Kehoboth  that  tliey 
were,  according  to  the  records,  ojten  to  children  of  both  sexes:  in  our  town 
it  was  almost  thirty  years  before  girU  were  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
public  education,  :uid  it  would  seem  that  at  first  they  had  separate  sch(»uls. 
In  Kehoboth  the  same  teacher  agreed  to  teach  l)oth  boys  and  girls;  here  the 
distinct  a[ipropriati()n  would  siiiu  to  indic:ite  a  distinct  school  for  "  women.' 
What  the  ideas  of  our  fori'f:itliers  really  were  on  this  <|nestion  must  I>e  left 
to  conjectine.     Perhaps  they  deemetl  women  in  general  incapable  of  learning 
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or  rciiai'tlcfl  "  roailiiiLr,  wiitiii;^  :iii<l  ciplu'riiiii,"  as  accoinplislmu'iits  and 
iiiincccssarv  to  tlif  riiilit  perforniMiicc  of  their  then,  in  soiiu!  souses,  rallicr 
limited  duties.  Certainly  tlie  plcasnrrs  to  lie  derived  from  education  would 
not  enter  into  tiie  discussions  or  decisions  of  the  stern  men  of  those  ri<;id 
aud  exacting  times  ;  Imt,  whatever  their  ideas  or  motives,  tiiev  determined  to 
try  the  experiment.  They  could  scarcely  have  foreseen  the  consecjuences  of 
such  a  stej)  or  have  realized  to  what  it  would  lead  ;  for  had  this  been  possible 
they  miyht  have  been  appalled  at  the  effects  produced  by  the  now  exten- 
sive hiiiher  edui-ation  of  women  and  have  withheld  their  favoralile  vote  for 
the  initial  departure  in  that  direction. 

We  who  read  the  history  of  this  movement  backwards  can  see  that  it  was 
sure  to  come,  and  we  have  reason  to  be  i>roud  ami  gi-atcful  that  it  was  left  to 
our  own  time,  "the  eidightened  nineteenth  century,"  and  conspicuously  to 
our  own  land,  to  interpret  in  its  hi<^hest  sense  the  name  first  <jiven  to  woman, 
bv  planting  schools  and  colleges  where  she  may  be  pi'eitarcd  for  her  i)roper 
position  in  life  as  the  helpmeet  for  man  to-day.  Against  great  o|)position, 
rational  public  ()[)inion  seems  finally  to  have  accepted  and  set  its  seal  of 
approval  upon  the  idea  that  the  liberal  education  of  women  is,  or  is  destined 
to  be,  a  benefit,  not  an  injury,  and  that  the  better  the  courses  of  instruction 
given  them  in  almost  all  departments  of  knowledge,  the  better  arc  they  fitted 
to  act  well  their  part  and  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  their  sphere  in  life,  whether 
that  word  "  sphere  "  is  considered  in  its  narrowest  or  widest  sense,  according 
to  the  standard  of  yesterday  or  to-day.  The  results  of  the  equal  education 
of  men  aud  wonien  have  already  been  stupendous,  and  the  possible  conse- 
quences for  good  no  one  can  calculate.  Our  town  has  kept  pace  step  by  step 
with  other  towns  in  the  coeducation  of  her  children.  It  w(jidd  be  of  great 
interest  to  ascertain  what  was  the  cause  of  the  change  in  public  opinion  here, 
aud  we  can  but  deeply  regret  that  the  records  y\\)o\]  the  subject  are  so 
meagre    aud  unsatisfactory. 

For  several  years  after  tlie  changes  mentioned  but  little  can  be  found  u|ion 
the  town  books  relating  in  any  way  to  schools,  an«l  during  some  years  no 
appropriations  were  made,  or  at  least  no  records  of  any  were  made.  In  1771 
it  is  recorded  that  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  there  was  "  one  week's  addi- 
tional schooling,"  no  reason  for  tlie  addition  being  mentioned.  About  this 
time  the  item  of  "  diet"  disappears  or  rather  ceases  to  be  decided  by  the  town 
separately,  the  salary  of  the  teachers  being  doul)tless  sufliciently  increased 
to  include  that  item,  and  they  allowed  to  attend  to  the  matter  on  tiieir 
own  account.  A  vote  taken  by  the  town  in  Xovend)er  of  the  year  1771 
fihows  ••  that  increased  fticilities  for  educational  advantages  were  requiri^d,' 
the  natural  conse(pience  of  increased  population  anil  increased  amounts  of 
territory  occupied. 

It  was  voted  at  that  time  to  ch(»ose  a  committee  "  to  divide  the  town  into 
twelve  parts,  aud  appoint  the  places  where  the  school  shall  be  kept."     The 
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conimittee  examined  the  tenitoiy,  considcrL-cl  tin.'  lu-eds  as  lo  space  and  nnni- 
bers,  and  after  due  deliberation  decided  to  n)ake  tliiiteeii  divi^ions.  riaviiifr 
completed  this  work  the}'  i)rcsented  tlieir  ix-porl,  recommending  the  voters  of 
the  town  to  assendjle  and  decide  npon  it.  Tiiis  was  done,  tiie  jjrevions  vote 
was  rescinded,  a  vote  approving  of  the  thirteen  divisions  was  taken,  and  the 
houses  where  the  school  was  to  be  kept  were  named.  About  this  time  men 
of  considerable  prominence  in  tiie  town  held  the  position  of  schoolmaster. 
Conspicuous  among  these  was  Elisha  JNIay,  an  account  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere,  his  name  appearing  on  the  records  as  early  as  ]  Tfis  and  again  in 
later  years.  There  can  be  no  better  proof  of  the  liigh  estimation  in  which  tlio 
ollice  of  instructor  was  held  in  those  times  tiian  to  liud  sucli  a  man  occupving 
the  position. 

In  1769  wo  find  Ephraim  Starkweather  teacher  of  the  "Grammar  School" 
for  a  year.  lie  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  Ixehoboth,  wiiere  he  was  Ijorn. 
His  name  appears  on  the  Conunittee  of  Correspondence  during  the  eai'lv  part 
of  the  Revolution.  In  the  years  1775  and  177.S  he  was  representative 
from  his  native  town  to  the  General  Court  and  served  as  senator  for  three 
years. 

In  177G  it  was  "  voted  to  dicide  the  school  money,  that  each  one  niav  have 
his  ecjual  part.  X'oted  that  no  person  shall  send  out  of  his  own  (juarter. 
^'oted  that  any  (piarter  tiiat  neglects  to  improve  his  money  witiiin  tlie  vear 
shall  lose  it.  \'oted  that  each  (piarter  shall  draw  one  thirteenth  of  the 
money  raised  for  schooling."  The  auionnt  of  money  raised  at  that  time  for 
this  purpose  is  not  stated. 

In  the  year  1782-.s;i  one  Klienezer  liacon  was  schoolmaster  for  a  time. 
The  records  state  that  he  received  £2  8s.  for  keeping  school  two  months  in 
"  Lt.  Bolkcom's  quarter." 

At  a  meeting  held  vSeptember  ID,  1784,  among  other  things  it  was  "  voted 
to  Dulile  the  School  money,"  a  consummation  greatly  to  be  desiied.  During 
that  year  Sannud  Tingley  received  t*2  Is.  4(1.  for  keeping  school  one  month 
and  boarding  himself. 

In  1787  the  town  voted  to  divide  into  twenty  (piarters.  Koi-  some  reason 
this  was  not  done,  and  at  the  next  meeting  it  was  ''voted  and  agreed  to  let 
the  quarters  stand  as  they  be.  and  the  uioney  shall  be  divided  among  tlu- 
quarters  according  to  the  niiml)er  of  chiUlren  in  said  town  from  four  to  six- 
teen years  old."  This  is  the  lirst  mention  of  the  appro[iriati.)n  of  school 
money  acconling  to  the  nundu'r  of  chiklren.  Previously  each  (juarter  had 
had  the  same  amount  without  regard  to  the  size  of  the  school.  This  mitliod 
of  dividing  the  money  —  per  capita  —  contiinied  in  a  general  way.  thougli 
subject  "  to  some  interruptions  and  various  modilications  "  for  almost  a  cen- 
tury, until  the  district  system  was  abolished. 

About  17S0,  wlifu  towns  were  by  law  authorized  to  divide  their  territory 
into   school   districts,  the    law   met  with   strenuous  resistance.     There  was  a 
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stroiiii:  popular  opposition  to  it,  ciiiotly  on  tlie  ^n-ouiid  tlmt  as  the  town  i-aist-d 
the  money  it  should  rcttiiu  tlie  i-i^lit  and  powci-  to  sec  to  its  a[)pn)[)riations 
and  cxpondituros  and  not  Icavi-  this  to  the  discretion  of  irrespoiisihU'  dis- 
tricts. Tliis  o))position  eontinned  for  some  time.  Undi-r  a  hiter  hiw  it  was 
left  to  the  discretion  of  tlie  town  to  ap|)oint  a  conunittee  to  make  a[)praisals 
of  district  property,  and  it  was  tiie  eommen(hd)ie  piactice  of  some  tf»wns 
to  select  a  committee  for  tliat  purpose  from  adjoining  towns  to  insure 
impartiality.  Now  l»y  the  enactment  of  other  laws  these  matters  are  auain 
voted  by  the  town.  This  town  did  not  immediately  carry  the  new  law  into 
efifect. 

IMarch  17,  1781).  "Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  divide  the  town  into 
twenty  quarters  for  schooling."  The  committee  numbered  thirteen.  March 
13,  just  previous,  is  found  the  following  entry  :  "  Tiiis  mav  certifv  that 
AVilliam  3Iay  is  appointed  by  the  selectmen  to  keep  a  C/nniicr  school  in  the 
town  of  Atlleborough.      Kbenezer  Tyler.  'I'own  Clerk." 

In  1808  the  town  fully  complied  with  the  aliove  law.  cIkjsc  a  committee  and 
divided  the  territory  into  eighteen  districts,  and  the  committee's  ri'port, 
exactly  and  carefully  describing  their  '•  metes  and  bounds,"  is  copied  verlxUim 
on  the  town  records  over  the  names  of  the  committee. 

It  is  probable  there  were  no  schoolhonses  up  to  laOl,  as  the  records  make 
no  mention  of  any  previous  to  that  time.  In  tluit  year  the  town  gave  the 
districts  authority  to  raise  money  and  bnild  houses,  "to  select  a  spot  where 
to  build  and  to  act  upon  any  other  matter  that  may  be  deemed  benelicial  to 
said  districts,  and  not  contrary  to  law."  The  district  of  Oldtown  seems  to 
have  been  the  fust  to  act  upon  this  privilege  granted  by  the  town,  and  the 
Falls  was  next  in  order  to  take  the  necessaiy  ste|)s  towards  a  Imilding,  bv 
virtue  of  a  warrant  signed  l>y  the  selectmen.  After  l.s08  all  the  districts  at 
different  times  received  similar  authority.  For  over  twenty  years  the  town 
elected  the  prudential  committees,  who  received  and  expended  the  appropria- 
tion moneys  and  also  made  the  arrangements  with  the  teachers.  Committees 
Avere  also  chosen  by  the  town,  one  or  two  from  each  district,  "to  view  and 
inspect  the  schools,"  luit  ri'ports  of  their  work  are  not  extant. 

It  was  in  the  year  1801  that  a  committee  was  lirst  chosen  to  decide  upon 
and  select  textbooks  to  be  umhI  in  common  in  all  the  schools.  The  gentle- 
men composing  this  committee  were  Rev.  .John  Wilder,  liev.  Nathan  Ilolman, 
Hev.  .lames  K'ead,  Fbenezer  Bacon,  John  Hichardson,  Jr.,  Dr.  U'illiam 
I'.landing,  Joel  K'ead,  lOlijah  Ingraham,  and  Teter  Thacher,  and  the  majority 
of  them  were  reelected  several  times. 

In  178;>,  as  before  stated,  the  llrst  mention  is  made  of  the  school  money 
liaving  been  divided  per  capita,  but  the  amount  is  not  given.  The  luunbcring 
was  generally  done  about  November  1  each  ye.ar.  In  17;).s  the  sum  allowid 
to  each  child  was  determined  by  town  vote  to  Ite  tifty-eight  cei»ts  ;  in  1X(J1 
tliis  sum   had  increased  to  seventy-live  cents,  and   in    l.so7  to  one  dollar  per 
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cliiKI,  wlikli  Mim  coiUimidl  to  bo  tlie  lunoinit  allowed  until  18-_>J.  The  vcar 
181.")  was  the  uiily  exception  to  the  <reiieral  nilf,  as  then  for  some  reason  (jnc 
half  of  the  appropriation  was  etpially  (li>tril)ntecl  I)etween  the  <listricts,  ami 
the  otiier  iialf  accorcUiiij;  to  the  number  of  scholars.  The  amount  of  monev 
distributed  or  the  changes  in  the  number  of  weeks  of  schooling  is  not 
recorded. 

During  the  next  few  years  tliere  were  not  many  changes  of  any  kin(l. 
About  l.S:.^!<  it  was  voted  that  the  prudential  committees  siiould  be  elected  bv 
each  district,  instead  of  by  the  town,  as  liatl  been  the  case  previously. 
November  1,  18;j0,  it  was  •'  voted  to  a|)propriate  tiic  s<-liool  money  by  dividincr 
it  among  the  several  districts  in  the  manni-r  following,  to  wit,  all  districts 
numl)ering  .')0  sclu^lars  and  upwards  shall  lie  inlitlctl  to  one  dollar  each; 
otherwise  those  districts  if  any  they  be  niimliering  less  than  .')()  shall  be 
intitled  t<;  two  cents  in  addition  to  the  dollar  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
number  falls  short  of  ."»0.  Example,  a  district  numbering  2.'»  scholars, 
draws  SI. .')()." 

April  2,  1.S38,  "  Voted  to  make  the  sui)erintending  school  committee  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  services."  Up  to  this  time  probably  those  services 
had  been  gratuitous.  The  same  year  it  was  voted  that  the  Massachusetts 
School  Fund  should  be  ai)propriated  as  was  oth(>r  school  ukjucv.  '•  The 
Revised  Statutes,  Chap.  11,  Sect,  lo,  provide  that  all  moneys  and  stocks  in 
the  treasury  on  the  first  tlay  of  Jan.  l.S3.'>,  which  shall  have  been  derived 
froin  sales  of  the  Commonwealth  lands  in  the  state  of  Elaine,  tind  from  llie 
claim  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  government  of  the  United  .States  for 
military  services,  and  which  shall  not  l)e  otherwise  appropriated,  together  with 
one  half  of  the  moneys  thereafter  received  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  in 
Maine,  shall  constitute  a  permanent  fund,  to  be  called  the  Mass.  School  F'und, 
for  the  encouragement  of  common  schools,  provided,  that  said  sum  shall 
never  exceed  one  million  dollars."  These  lands  were  a  part  of  the  domain 
of  this  State  when  Maine  was  a  portion  of  it,  and  the  title  remained  vested 
in  the  Commonwealth  after  !Maine  became  a  separate  State.  The  military 
claims  were  those  made  by  tliis  State  u[)on  the  United  States  government,  for 
expenses  incurred  in  calling  the  n)ilitia  into  service  in  defence  of  the  country 
during  the  War  of  1812.  The  original  claim  was  for  .?80(),000.  This  was 
resisted  and  there  was  a  contlict  of  authority  between  the  State  and  national 
governments  because  3Iassachusetts  did  not  fully  comply  with  all  the  recpiisi- 
tions  and  ditl  not  place  the  militia  furnished  under  full  control  of  a  military 
oflicer  of  the  l-nited  States.  For  these  reasons  only  a  portion  of  the  claim 
was  paid  to  the  State.  The  fund  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Kducation  as  commissioners,  and  new  investments 
must  be  made  with  the  governor's  approval.  The  income  only  is  to  lie  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  schools,  and  is  to  be  distributed  in  the  following 
manner:  — 
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One-balf  of  the  iimuial  iiicoini'  of  tlic  fiiml  -\v.\\\  lio  a;i|)ro|iriatc'|  ami  <li>triliiiti'"l  without 
a  spefilii;  appropriation  for  the  support  of  public  m-IiooN,  ;iuil  in  tin.-  iiiaiMu;r  followin;: :  to  wit, 
everv  town  conipIyinL;  with  all  )a\v>  in  forci',  rclatinii  to  the  "listriltution  <jf  saiil  int'onic  und 
who<c  valnation  of  r<Nil  and  personal  o^talc,  as  sliown  hy  tlie  last  returns  thereof,  iloes  not 
execeil  one  million  dollars.  >hall  aniuially  reeeivc  two  hundied  dollars;  every  su<h  town,  whose 
vahiation  is  more  than  one  million,  and  does  not  exc(!Od  three  million  dollars,  shall  reeeivc  one, 
hundred  nnd  lifly  didlars;  an<l  every  such  town,  whose;  valuation  is  nuire  than  threi- million, 
and  does  not  exceed  live  million  dollars,  shall  receive  one  hundred  d(dlars.  The  remainder  of 
said  half  sliall  l)e  distrilmted  to  all  the  cities  an<i  town>  w  ho>e  valuation  does  not  e\<eed  ten 
million  dollars,  in  i)ri)portion  l<i  the  numl)cr  of  persons  lietween  li\c  and  lifleen  years  of  a^c 
belongiii;^  to  eacli.  All  money  appropriated  for  other  e<lncational  jjuriiosi-s,  unless  otiierwisc 
specially  provided,  shall  lie  paid  from  the  otiier  lialf  of  said  income.  If  tlie  income  in  any 
year  exceeds  such  appropriations,  the  surplus  shall  he  added  to  the  jirincipiil  of  siiid  fund. 

Towns  wliicit  do  not  inniiitaiii  iit  k-nst  oiio  Iiigli  school  :iii(1  wlu)  do  not  rnisc 
bv  taxation  at  least  three  dollars  per  capita  for  the  children  hetweon  five  and 
fifteen  receive  no  apportionment  from  this  fund.  It  is  i)rovided  that  the 
school  committees  of  the  various  cities  and  towns  shall  receive  and  apply  tiie 
portion  of  this  income  accruing  to  them  to  the  benefit  of  the  sciir)ols,  and 
that  they  m.ay,  if  they  so  deem  best,  appi'opriate  any  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  tl»e  amount  received  for  ])Ooks  of  reference,  maps, 
and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  said  schools.  The  vahiation  of  this  town 
for  1887  exceeded  Sf), 000, 000.  The  appropriation  must  therefore  be  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  Tlie 
amount  is  not  far  from  SlOO. 

From  1838  till  1850  school  atfairs  seem  to  have  nm  on  smoothly  in  their 
fixed  groove,  but  in  the  latter  year  there  were  incendiary  fires  at  several  of 
the  schoolhouses.  The  selectmen  offered  a  reward  of  SoOO  U)V  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  criminals,  and  the  town  resolved  itself  into  a  "committee  of  the 
whole,"  for  tiie  protection  of  property.  There  is  no  record  that  the  reward 
was  claimed,  that  any  person  was  arrested,  or  that  there  was  any  ftirther 
trouble  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  following  report  of  the  school  committee  for  184o  was  found  among 
the  author's  papers.  It  is  presented  entire,  not  i)nly  because  as  coming  from 
his  pen  it  will  give  pleastn-e  to  some  readers,  but  because  of  some  facts  and 
statistics  contained  in  it.  wiiicli  will  interest  those  concerned  in  the  progress 
of  the  cause  of  public  schools  in  the  town  and  the  State  :  — 

Durin;,'  tlie  jiast  year  the  schools  in  this  town  have  •jrenerally  been  i)rosperous.  and  useful; 
and  have  contriliuled  in  some  de;_'rce  in  edui-atin-,'  the  youth  of  the  town  in  knowliMlire  and  vir- 
tue; in  makin;;  om;  step  in  advance  in  that  lon^,'  path  of  improvement  in  education,  so  much  of 
whidi  remains  unattained.  In  sayinu'  thus  nun-h  in  their  favor,  we  .lo  not  intijud  to  convey 
the  impression,  that  we  slioulil  rest  satislied  with  the  condition  to  which  they  liave  already 
attainc.l.  They  are  lar  from  what  tliey  oU!:lit  to  he  and  mi;,'Iit  he.  There  is  no  institution, 
planted  lierc  hy  our  fathers,  which  is  ^u^ceptiMe  of  »ucli  indelinite  improvement  as  our  com- 
mon school  system.  There  is  no  conceivahlo  eml  to  its  advancenn'Ut.  There  are  some  institu- 
tion«.  of  human  ori;;in  which  seem  to  reach  their  maturity  at  once,  and  ever  after  to  ninain 
stationary.  IJut  here  is  a  mo-t  u-eful  an<l  excellent  system  of  education  intended  to  enli-hten 
the  whole  people,  in  which  the  most  expamled  henevolenee  may  liave  room  for  an  unlimited 
exercise  of  its  powers.     In  iniprovin-.^  the  means  of  universal  instruction  philanthropy  may 
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finil  ii  j^lorioiis  tk'lil  lor  tlic  i;i;ititi';itii>ii  of  its  dc-irc-.  ami  witlioiil  any  tlaiiuor  of  atlciiihiiu 
evils.  No  one  nei'il  foar  too  imicli  iiiiprovi'ineiit  in  tin;  iiiti'Ilectual  rc^oiirco  of  a  Iti'imljlicMii 
people.  Ill  otlicr  parts  of  tlie  wcjikl.  iiiuler  other  systems  of  i;o\cniiUfHt,  tin-  aihoi-at<->  nf 
arbitrary  power  iii;iy  frar  tlio  iiiart;li  of  liniiiaii  iiiiprovciiieiil  —  tlieelliHlsof  the  ijeneraUlilVii-ion 
of  kiiowk'cliit;  anion;;  the  pi'ople.  They  may  dreail  a  free  school  as  an  enemy  to  their  L'oveni- 
nicnt.  15ut  with  us.  the  iever>e  is  true;  the  frieiuU  of  Uepiihlieau  government  ilreail  tlie  i-no- 
ranec  of  the  people  as  the  soune  of  our  i^reatest  ilau'^er;  and  n-^ard  the  i^eiieral  iiitelii-eiici- 
of  the  peoi)li;  as  our  sure>t  >afe^uard  and  l>e»t  support.  In  faet,  it  has  lieeome  a  ni:iNim  of 
iidniitted  truth,  that  the  foumlation  (jf  a  Kepiihlieaii  ;.'overnnient  rests  on  the  inlelli^enee  and 
virtue  of  the  iieople. 

We  ai^ain  eonuneiid  our  fnu'  sdiooN  U)  tin;  i^uartliaii  earc  of  the  inllalJitant^  of  the  town. 
Be  not  niu'u'-'U'illy  in  your  appropriations  for  their  support.  Whatever  sum  you  e\i>eiid  for  tlf 
edueatioii  of  the  risiii,:;  ;^eiieration —  for  those  who  arc  soon  to  sue<-ecd  you  in  tlu;  various  and 
important  dutirs  which  you  lia\(^  aNseiiibJi'd  hcr(!  to  discharge,  will  return  to  you  with  tenfold 
interest  —  not.  indeeil.  in  peri>li:ilde  urold  and  silver,  hut  in  that  which  is  of  much  more  \ahie.— 
in  the  incrcasid  knowled-c,  virtue,  and  happine.-.s  of  your  children.  It  will  not,  indeed,  return 
to  you.  ill  kind,  hut  it  will  come  hack  to  you  in  the  richest  hlessin;.'s.  Yon  will  receive  your 
own  Willi  u>ury.  lulucatioii  is  not  merely  an  einl)elli>limiMit  —  an  ornameut  —  which  can  be 
disiiensed  with,  but  it  i>  a  necessity  in  a  fret;  u;ov't.  All  expi'rii'uce  in  civil  allairs,  ail  history, 
ull  reason  teaches  us  with  one  voice,  that  an  enliu;htened  education  of  the  people  is  necessary 
to  the  permanence  of  our  civil  institutions,  to  i^uartl  ami  ;.'uide  the  people  in  the  exeni^f  of 
their  ri;;hts.  True  libertv  can  never  llonrish  amon^'  a  people  (Miveloped  in  mental  ilarkne-s. 
Deprive.)  of  the  sunli;;ht  of  kiiow!ed'.;e  it  will  perish  like  a  plant  in  the  .■.hade.  An  ignorant 
or  illiterate  nation  are  sure  to  dcutmt^rate  into  anarchy  and  de>potism.  Let  ev(?ry  friend  of 
free  institutions  use  his  bol  endeavors  to  promote  the  cau>e  of  uni\er>al  education;  let  him 
eherisli  our  >ystem  of  free  schools.  If  our  town  i>  somewhat  di-tiiii.'ui.-lied  for  agricultural 
iinpro\emeiit  —  lor  nianul'aclurinu'  industry  —  for  the  cnterpri>e  of  its  inhabitant>,  and  their 
general  competency  as  to  the  means  of  liviiiLr,  —  let  us  be  eiiually  solicitous  to  maintain  a» 
respectable  a  standiii.u'  in  our  appropriations  for  tiie  cause  of  eihication.  Let  us  be.  at  lea-t. 
jxift  to  ourselves  — if  not  liberal  in  tlie  amount  which  we  be.-tow,  or  rather  loan,  for  tin-  noble 
object.  If  we  have  been  as  a  town  blo^ed  with  a  good  measure  of  -u<'iess  in  our  busine— 
pursuits  and  the  means  of  wealth,  let  us  manifest  our  gratitude  lor  the  blessing  by  an  iuerea>ctl 
intcrot  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  the  ri>ing  generation.  An  enli'_ditened  -elt- 
interest  would  i>rompt  us  to  thi^  course.     Here  at  least  "true  >elf  love  and  >ocial  are  the  >aine." 

Tlie  Committee  would  call  the  atteution  of  the  Inhabitant^  of  the  town  to  the  great  evil  of 
the  irre:;ular  attendance  of  scholar>  upon  the  .-cliools.  'I'his  frecpient  non-attendance  i-  not 
unavoidable,  but,  in  a  great  measure,  results  from  a  want  of  proi)er  i-are,  or  from  indiirerciue 
Oil  the  part  of  parents.  The  average  attendance  in  nio>t  of  our  sehool>.  during  the  winter. 
ha.s  been  more  than  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  whole  numlier  of  scholars.  This  i>  an  evil  wlii<li 
ought  to  lie  ninedied.  There  is  one  remarkable  exception  to  this  remark  in  District  No.  Jn. 
Ilebronville.  w  here  the  average  attendance  durinir  the  whole  school  has  been  alino^it  e<|Ual  to 
the  whole  number  attending  from  week  to  week.  This  presents  an  example  which  llescrve^ 
our  commendation,  one  which  we  hope  will  induce  an  imitation  in  the  other  Districts. 

From  statistics  given  in  the  la>t  IJepo't  "f  t''^'  -Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of  Kducation.  wc 
learn  one  fact  which  will  surprise  the  public  — an  evil  the  exposure  of  which  will,  wc  tru-t. 
excite  tlie  community  to  a  remedy.  We  refer  to  the  great  nuinler  of  chililren  in  the  (  oin" 
who  do  not  attend  school.  In  that  Keiiort  it  is  >tated  that  the  wlnde  number  of  childn-n  in  the 
State,  between  the  ages  of  4  and  HI,  in  the  year  |.sj;j.  was  1!JJ.(I2T:  that  the  wliole  numl.cr  "i 
sehoIai>  of  all  ages  attendin..'  school  diirim:  that  winter  wa>  PiiMKl ;  leavin_'  a  balance  ol 
22..S".(;;  but  deducting  the  numidr  over  Ki  and  under  4  who  attend  school  incln.leil  in  tin-  wliol.; 
numberaboveinentioned.it  leaves  a  balance  of  t2.:;i'2  w  ho  tiid  not  attiMid  school  duriii'-'  lb:" 
year,  and  proliably  the  same  jiropoition  continues  at  the  present  time.  The  eoinmuiiiiy  nia> 
well  a»k,  can  this  be  true  in  the  Slate  of  .MaNxachu^etts,  where  more  attention  i->gi\<n  to  the 
subject  of  education  than  in  any  other  State;  here  where  we  have  taken  so  muili  sati-tacti'>u 
iu  the  bt  lief  that  proxi-ioii  had  been  made  bylaw  for  tin  eiliication  of  all.  and  of  which  all 
liad  partaken:'     Hut  if  such  ii  the  ca«e  here,  in  the  eiili'^hteiied  State  of  .Ma--.ichuM-tt>.  win  re 
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piil»lii-  opinion  and  law  liotli  fa\  or  the  ciuise,  wlial  inu*t  it  l>o  in  tlio.>e  States  where  no  inil)lie 
j)rovKioii  lias  been  made  lor  the  echieatioii  of  youth  I 

Tlu:  greatest  srloi-y  of  a  Keinililic  is  tlio  general  (liU'ii^ioii  of  u-efiil  Unowletluc^  among  its 
citizens.  Their  national  renown  should  ron^i.-t — not  in  military  victories  and  con<ine>ts,  Imt 
in  the  intelioctnal  pre-eniinem-e  of  the  peopU;. 

If  tlie  people  of  this  country  wish  to  prtiscrve  and  perpetuate  their  eivil  rights  and  IJepub- 
licau  form  of  governmi'nt,  and  transmit  tliem  for  (lie  enjoyment  of  future  ages,  they  must 
insure  it  hy  giving  a  lil>eral  and  eouslant  support  to  our  eonimon  ^ihools.  As  our  sfhoois  sire 
intended  as  nur-eries  for  those  who  art?  to  tak(.'  the  control  of  puhlie  allairs.  nurseries  where 
tlie  great  majority  of  tlie  people  ohtaiii  the  oid>'  means  of  education  which  tiiey  ever  enjoy,  we 
think  it  obvious,  that  the  instruction  given  in  them  should  be  adapted  to  their  situation  and 
duties  in  society,  not  only  in  the  eonuuon  branches  which  will  lit  them  for  the  ordinary  l»usi- 
ness  of  life,  but  also  in  such  studi(,'s  as  will  qualify  them  for  the  resi)onsible  dutit;s  wliieli  Ihey 
have  to  perform  as  members  of  eivil  society,  lioys  of  a  suitable  age  siiould  be  instructctl  in 
a  knowledge  of  tiic  State  anil  National  (.'onstitntious,  and  in  the  gen<;ral  prineipU>  of  the 
government,  ami  in  the  civil  history  of  tlie  country. 

It  should  be  one  great  object  of  our  gov't  ami  peoi)le  to  extend  to  all  the  bli^ssiim^  of  edu- 
cation. This  i>  the  great  mission  of  a  free  people.  Let  us  in  this  respect  present  a  <'ontrast 
with  tlie  monareliies  of  the  old  world.  Let  it  be  our  great  object  to  form  j/(/'H.  I^et  the  old 
world  have  tlieir  splendid  pulaees.  their  sublime  cathedrals,  —  their  courtly  retinues,  their  titles 
of  nobility,  and  all  the  iionip  and  pageantry  wliich  attach  to  IJoy.alty. —  let  them  have  their 
stamling  armies  and  their  blood\'  battlelields  —  l)Ut  give  us  tlie  fruits  of  peace,  universal  eduea- 
tiou,  tlie  enianei[iation  of  mind,  the  freedom  of  the  soul.  Let  them  disjilay  th(;ir  wealth 
accunndated  for  ages,  where  the  inte-llects  of  tlio  many  i)oor  are  darkeneil  ami  ens!a\  ed  in  the 
midst  of  the  luxuries  and  the  grandeur  of  tlu;  noble  few.  'Wlicn  the  enlightened  traveller 
comes  from  other  lands  to  examine  the  comlition  of  our  I'ountry.  and  in<piires  for  the  monu- 
ments of  our  nation:;!  renown  and  exi>l(>its,  we  would  be  able  to  point  him  to  our  colleut-s  and 
academies,  and  our  free  schools  >cattcred  all  over  the  laud,  where  the  mind>  of  all  can  have 
■free  acces>  to  the  foiuitaiiis  of  know  ledge.  —  as  the  l)est  exhibition  of  our  national  character 
and  tlie  proudest  monument-  of  our  national  glory.  AVe  would  jjoint  him.  not  to  our  great 
and  populous  cities  where  vice  enervates —  (not  to  our  aecumuiated  wealth  —  )  but  to  the  mil- 
lions of  hiinds  which  \\r  baveenlightened  and  imi>rovetl  and  bles-ed  by  tlif!  means  of  eilucation. 

Per  onler  of  the  Committee 
Attleborough,  April  7.  1^<4.").  J.  I).\r.c;in  r.  Sec''/. 

April  7,  1851,  tlic  mutter  of  a  hiuli  school  came  Itefore  tlie  town  ami  was 
referred  to  the  foUowiiio-  committee  of  six  gentlemen  :  llev.  .loseph  .S. 
Dennis,  Lyman  W .  Daggett,  Caleb  M.  Paine,  Dr.  riiinea.s  Saveiy.  A.  M. 
Itlc,  and  Kev.  .lonatlian  Crane.  The  school  rates  had  by  this  time  largely 
increased,  ft)r  at  the  above-mentioned  meeting  it  was  voted  to  raise  S4..')0  per 
scholar  and  ai)portion  it  as  had  previously  been  done.  On  November  24  the 
high  school  committee  made  a  report  in  which  they  suggested  the  advis- 
ability of  at  once  esttdilishing  high  schools,  agreeably  to  the  law  which 
demands  the  maintenance  in  towns  of  at  least  one  school  ^  whose  teachers 
shall  l)e  qiialilied  to  instruct  in  the  history  of  the  I'liited  States,  boo!<kci'p- 
ing.  $in'veying,  geometry.  algcl)ra,  general  history,  rhetoric,  logic,  and  the 
Latin  and  (Jreek  languages''  ;  or,  if  a  central  place  cannot  I'c  found,  two  or 
more  schools  can  be  kept  whose  terms  together  shall  e(pial  twelve  months. 
Tliis  not  being  done  the  town  is  liable  by  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  a 
heavy  fine  ;  inimely,  twice  the  amount  ever  raised  in  one  year  for  schools. 
Three  fonrths  of  this  amount   would  be  returned,  but  one  fourth  would   be 
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paid  into  llio  county  ticasuiv.  At  lliis  lime  S4J."»0  liiul  hocn  raised  for 
scliool  piirpoM's  in  tiiis  town.  Tiiis  connnittoe  furtliei'  rccoinnieiided  tin- 
establifthiiu'iit  of  tliree  bciiools,  one  each  in  tiie  east,  west,  and  north  dis- 
tricts, to  1)0  maintained  hy  eacli  district,  and,  if  either  district  refused,  tint 
its  portion  of  the  appi-opiiatir)n  shouhl  he  cfpially  divideil  lietween  the  otiior 
two.  The  town  at  tiiis  meelin*;-  voted  to  cstal)lisi)  hiiili  sciiools  and  referred 
the  matter  to  tlie  town  school  committee  to  make  intpiiries  and  arraiiire- 
ments  and   report. 

No  furtiior  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  town  until  Api'il  .">,  18.');'>, 
when  the  sum  of  SGUO  was  appropriated  to  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  town 
regardinti  the  establishment  of  hi<i,h  schools.  Tiie  committee  of  iiKpiirv 
and  arrani(ements  made  a  report  describing  a  division  of  the  town  into  three 
high  school  districts. 

A  warrant  dated  .Alay  7.  18;").'),  contained  the  following  article:  "To  see 
if  the  town  will  instruct  their  school  comujittec  to  cause  the  common  ICnglish 
version  of  the  Bible  or  the  New  Testament  of  said  Bible  to  be  used  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  this  town  at  least  once  per  day  by  all  the  scholars  of  sufll- 
cient  intellectual  attainments  in  the  opinion  of  the  teachers  to  read  the 
same."     ^lay  2."^  it  was  voted  to  adopt  the  above  article. 

There  were  furthei-  delays  over  the  establisliment  of  the  high  schools,  and 
it  was  not  untd  .June  ."),  l.S.")6,  that  action  was  again  taken  by  the  town  in 
regard  to  them.  At  that  time  a  coininittei'  (^f  nine,  three  each  from  the  east, 
north,  and  south  districts,  was  appointed  to  consider,  receive  propositions, 
etc.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  June  2S  this  committee  reported.  The 
town  accepted  the  report  and  voted  to  establish  two  instead  of  three  high 
schools,  one  at  North  Altleborough  and  one  at  Kast  Attleborough.  "  Voted 
that  the  sum  of  81  "2,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriateil  for  con- 
structing suitable  school  houses,  and  purchasing  lots  to  locate  the  same;  One 
moiety  thereof  to  be  expended  upon  each  building  and  lot."  The  committee 
at  North  Attleborough  were  Samuel  .1.  Ladd,  Stephen  Hichardson.  2d.  Abiel 
Codding,  .Jr.;  at  East  Attlelmrougli,  .T.  C.  Hidden,  V.  II.  Capron.  L.  B. 
Carpenter.     These  committees  met  but  could  not  agree  upon  locations. 

In  18.')S  the  school  districts  were  resurveyed.  There  were  nineteen  dis- 
tricts and  those  in  charge  of  this  matter  made  report  of  some  changes  in  the 
lines,  which  were  accepted  liy  the  town. 

In  ISJiU  S-')  per  scholar  was  appro|)riated  and  divided  in  the  usual  mannt-r. 
The  following  year  it  was  voted  to  divide  one  seventh  of  the  school  appropri- 
ation between  the  districts  e(pially  and  six  sevenths  between  the  scholar.s 
equally,  after  p.aying  for  the  services  of  the  scliool  committee. 

Ill  186.')  the  school  appropriation  amounted  to  §.').. ')00. 

April  1,  ISC.T.  "  \'oted  to  I'stablish  one  Iliirh  School  at  ICast  Attlel)on»ugIi, 
and  one  at  North  Attleborough.  and  that  three  thousimd  dollars  be  apjtropri- 
ated  f«>r  their  support."     A  committee  of    five  was  chosen  to  provide  suitat'le 
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places  and  make  necessary  arraiiueineiits.  Those  five  ueic  lleniy  Hice, 
F.  (J-  Whitney,  .].   11.   I'rouson,  J.   W.   Capion.   William   P.   Sliaw, 

In  18<;'J  the  school  property  was  taken  possession  of  by  tlie  town  and  an 
appraisal  committee  appointed.  Their  subseqnent  report  placed  the  total 
appraisal  at  S.'5.'{,-i;i0.74. 

In  1872  the  appropriation  for  schools  was  SO, 000.  April  1,  1872, 
"Voted  that  the  Dog  Fnnd  he  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Common  Schools." 
In  1877  the  appropriations  for  school  purposes  were  "  Si 3,000  for  Common 
Schools,  and  SJ^,.'»00  for  High  Sciiools." 

Fourteen  years  after  the  establishnu'nt  of  the  high  schools  by  vote,  build- 
ing sites  were  finally  selected.  No  undue  haste  in  action  had  followed  upon 
the  town's  decision  to  erect  suitable  l>uildings  ;  time  was  taken  to  give  tiie 
matter  meet  and  proper  consideralicjii  and  deliiK-ration,  and  finally  affairs 
were  in  such  condition  as  to  admit  of  further  action. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  April  4,  1881,  S2."),00(i  were  appropriated  and  the 
following  named  gentlemen  elected  a  building  committee  :  .loseph  (i.  Uaiilen, 
George  N.  Crandall,  Charles  K.  l)liss,  Henry  Hice.  ("Iiarles  K.  I  lay  ward, 
Edward  R.  Price,  and  Kev.  John  Whitohill,  the  last  nanied  lieing  chairman, 
March  20,  1882,  a  further  appropriati(jn  of  SG,000  was  made  to  complete  the 
two  high  school  buildings,  and  Si"><>0  for  nccessai'V  apparatus  for  the  two 
schools. 

By  an  act  of  Legislature  apjiroved  ^lay  12,  1NH2,  to  take  effect  January  1, 
1883,  school  districts  were  abolished  in  this  State.  When  this  law  took  effect 
the  towns  assumed  the  expense  of  text-books,  and  since  that  time  tliese  have 
been  furnished  to  the  scholars  free  of  charge,  that  is,  for  their  use  so  long  as 
they  are  required  in  the  various  grades  and  classes,  but  they  remain  the  prop- 
erty of  the  town.  In  this  same  year,  1«.S2,  a  second  appraisal  of  the  school 
property  nas  made.  On  .lanuary^  (1  a  nominating  con)mittee  was  apjiointed, 
and  Handel  N.  Daggett,  George  A.  Dean,  (5eorge  N.  Crandall,  Frank  I>. 
Kichards,  AVilliam  I*.  Shaw,  Joseph  G.  Uarden,  and  Klisha  (r.  May  were  pro- 
posed by  them  and  accepted  by  the  town  to  make  the  appraisal.  These  gen- 
tlemen accomplished  the  proposed  work  and  made  a  detailed  report.  The 
total  valuation  was  S-iC,;')'.!.").  1 1. 

^larch  17,  l-s.sl,  a  third  a})propriation  of  S212.'.»2  was  made  for  tiie  high 
school  buildings,  making  their  entire  cost  S31,2  12.'.i2.  These  Imildings  are  in 
both  instances  pleasantly  situated.  The  one  in  Fast  Attleborough  stands  on 
the  corner  of  r)ank  anil  Peck  streets;  that  in  North  Attleborough  on  High 
Street  and  on  more  elevated  ground.  They  are  built  on  the  same  plan  l>nt 
have  some  changes  in  their  towers,  entrances,  etc.  They  are  well  built  aud 
well  finisheil  both  outside  and  in  and  are  furnished  with  the  appliances  nec- 
essary to  the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  course  of  instruction  re<piired. 
Kach  contains  an  especially  useful  and  important  laboratory,  large  school- 
rooms, necessary    recitation    rooms,   anterooms,  oMIces,  etc.,  aud    they   are 
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ComfortMl.ly  ;ui<l  convniicMitlv  iukT|UMli>  \\n-   tlic  purposes  for  whirl,   thcv  were 
conslnicte.l.     Tliey  :uv  palaces  of  hoatily  aii.l   luxury,  pliy.sicallv  anrl"  intrU 
lectiially,   when    eomi.arcd  with  the   hoiuely,  ooinfurliL-ss   biiii.lin-s  of    earlv 
days.     Thcie  arc  three  excellent  courses  of  study  pursued  in   these  scIiouK' 
the  classical,  the  -eneral,  and  the  Kn-lish,  the  first  two  extendiuir  ,,vor  f.,,,,' 
years,  and  the  latter  over  three.     They  furnish  a  good  education  to  th.,s,. 
who  do  not  desire  or  cannot   have  a  lonj^cr  continued  school   life,  an.l  a  crood 
foundation   for  those  in  town  who  intend  to  pursue  hi-her  courses  elscnvhore. 
Enough  facts  and  figures  have  been  given  to  show  sornethinu-  of  the  ..-le-it 
growth  of  the  town  in  the  important  matter  of  general  education,  and  so.ii.- 
idea  may  l.e  obtained  of  the  proportions  the  work  of  tiie  school  committee 
had  assumed.     Not  o.dy  ha<l  the  increase  both  in   the  number  of  schools  -md 
scholars  added  materially  to  their  labors,  but  the  additions  re-iuired  year  by 
year  in  the  directions  of  a.lvantages   to   be  given   ami   improvements   to  be 
made  in  the  courses  of  study  pursued  and  the  places  where  they  weie  to  be 
pursued  had  also  constantly  augmented  the  demands  upon  their  tinie.     It  can 
readily  be  seen  that  the  work  of  a  school  committee  must  always  be  in  some 
measure  "district"  in  its  nature,  especially  in  a  town  so  larire  as  ours  had 
come  to  be.     Its  members  coidil  not  separately  beeojne  thorou  Jlilv  conversant 
with  the  workings  of  every  school  in  detail,  including  the  performance  of  the 
other  duties  devolving  upon  them,  without  devoting  their  entire  time  to  tiie 
business.     The  need  of  a  superintendent  of  schools  had  become  obviously 
great,  and  in   their  report  for  the  year  1882  the  school  committee   wisely 
recommended  the  town   to  make  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  for,  as 
they  considered,  such  an  oflicer  was  indispensable  ^'to  the  highest  welfare  of 
our  schools." 

The  town  acted  upon  this  suggestion,  and  at  its  annual  meetinir,  March  lit, 
1883,  made  the  necessary  appropriation.  In  3Iay  following  a  superintendent 
assumed  the  duties  of  this  olllce. 

It  having  come  to  the  ears  of  the  present  (1887)  incumbent,  Mr.  Maxson. 
that  it  had  been  a  matter  of  conjecture  and  conunent  amon-  some  people 
what  cndd  engage  a  superintendent's  time,  he  in  his  rep.>rt  for  the  year 
ending  February  2.S,  188G,  enumerates  in  the  following  words  a  few  of  the  items 
that  engage  such  an  ollicer's  attention  :  ••  IJnder  the  free  text-book  svstem 
much  tnne  is  taken  in  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  supplies'  He 
must  buy  everything  needed  iu  the  s<;h,)ols,  from  shoe-peus  for  tiie  primary 
to  chemicals  for  the  high  schools,  considering  in  each  case  the  questions  of 
price,  quality,  and  suitability.  Ink  nu.st  be  carried  to  this  school,  a  bro.^m 
to  that,  and  books  to  another.  Good  teachers  to  fill  vacancies  must  be  hunte.l 
up,  reqtMrmg  much  time  and  the  writing  of  innumerable  letters.  The  schools 
must  be  frequently  visited,  and  the  work  examined.  Truancy  must  be  inves- 
tigated, cases  of  discipline  c.^nsideivd.  misunderstandings  between  parents 
find    teachers    removed,  school    surroundings    studied,  pupils    classified    an.l 
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promoted  or  doirraded,  unifonii  exainin:itioiis  prepared,  teachers  advised  and 
directed,  cl)an<res  in  the  system  considered,  text-books  examined,  teachers' 
meetings  and  <rrade  meetin<is  held,  and  regnlar  ollice  honrs  observed  at  cacli 
vilhi're"t\vo  davs  in  llie  -.veek.  IIavin<;-  done  all  llicse  things,  and  l.y  personal 
inspection  informed  himself  of  the  wise,  faithfnl  and  full  execution  of  the 
school  system,  he  must  in  his  spare  moments  acquaint  himself  with  the  sciiool 
svstem  in  other  towns  and  cities,  and  with  advancement  in  educational  matters 
in  the  world  at  large,  that  he  may  improve  his  own  system."  The  snperin- 
ten.lcnt  further  states  that  in  tiie  discharge  of  some  of  the  duties  thus  enu- 
merated he  had,  during  a  little  more  than  live  montlis  i)rior  to  his  report,  made 
five  hundred  and  sixt^-three  calls  at  the  different  schoolrooms  and  ridden  on 
an  average  nine  miles  a  day.  Tiie  cjuestion  might  better  be  not  -  What  does 
he  have  to  do?"  but  ''  Mow  can  he  do  so  much?  " 

In'  IS.Sl  it  was  voted  to  expend  820,000  on  enlarging  and  repairing  school 
buildings  ;  S27,!»(>0  was  the  ;ii)propriation  for  the  schools,  82,000  for  incidental 
educational  expenses,  and  81,.-)00  for  text-books,  stationery,  etc.,  all  of 
which,  under  the  present  system,  are  supplied  at  pul)lic  expense. 

In  l.ss,-)  8G00  was  appropriated  for  carrying  children  from  outlying  terri- 
tories to  their  various  schools. 

Since  its  first  appropriation  for  the  purpose  in  1.^72,  the  dog  fund  has  con- 
tinued to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  This  is  a  yearly  increasing 
fund  and  in  ISSG-S?  amounted  to  81,0:'. 1. 07.  In  the  same  year  the  appro- 
priation for  schools  was  S-'50,0()0 ;  for  incidental  expenses,  81, aOO  ;  for  text- 
books and  supplies,  82,;-)00 ;  for  the  conveyance  of  scholars,  SCOO ;  for 
repairs,  8".,000  — a  total,  including  the  dog  fund,  of  8:)s,0;}1.67.  To  this 
must  be  added  the  money  obtained  n-om  the  several  school  funds,  to  determine 
the  entire  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  town  and  of  some  special  portions  of 
it  for  the  public  schools. 

The  records  give  no  clew  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  early  schools,  and 
it  is  not  until  °a  recent  date,  Isr.O,  that  any  approximation  can  be  formed. 
About  that  time  it  was  stated  that  81,l.-.0  had  been  raised  for  schools,  and  the 
cost  per  child  was  S-LoO.  There  may  probably  have  been  then  some  uiue 
hundred  children,  with  an  average  attendance  considerably  less:  but  no 
positive  fi<nn-es  can  be  given,  as  the  records  furnish  only  the  two  above.  For 
later  vearl  more  exact  fiirures  can  be  given.  In  Is.sO  the  average  member- 
ship ^as   1,.041,  with  a  daily  attendance  of  l,;l.V.»,  and  the  cost  of  teaching 

per  capita  811.o9. 

The  change  from  the  district  to  the  municipal  system  marked  itself  at  once 
as  advantageous,  for  the  first  report  from  the  superintendent  showed  an  increase 
of  pupils  and  presented  manv  encouraging  features.  A  comparison  .>f  the  fig- 
ures for  IS.'^O,  two  years  preceding  the  change,  and  those  for  IHSo,  two  years 
succeeding,  show  great  improvement.  In  those  live  years  there  was  an  increase 
in  both  nrembcrship  and  attendance  of  thirty-three  and  a  third   i)er  cent,  and 
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a  decfCMSc  in  llie  cost  per  pupil  of  tliirty-nine  coiils  on  nionilicrship  and  fiftv- 
foiir  cents  on  attLMnltuu-e.  Tlioe  facts  speak  for  tlieniselvts  and  need  xuy 
comment.  This  increase  lias  l)cen  continuous.  'J'he  report  for  the  voar 
ending  Kebrnary,  18.S7,  gives  tlie  number  of  i)upils  witiiin  the  required  ai^cs 
as  2,(J1C,  with  an  average  attendance  of  l,.s9l.(S.  There  are  twentv-foui 
scliool  1)uildings  and  sixty  teadiers,  tiirec  of  whom  are  males.  The  cost  of 
teaching  lias  largely  increased  since  "ye  olden  time"  and  during  l.S«7  wa.<> 
$12.91)  per  capita,  based  upon  the  average  attendance  of  i>upils,  and  over 
one  dollar  more  per  capita  for  text-books  and  sui)plies.  These  (igures  are  on 
a  basis  of  thirty-eight  weeks  as  a  school  year,  though  this  varies  in  len<rtli 
from  thirty-six  to  thirty-eight  weeks  according  to  circumstances. 

A  number  of  years  ago  drawing  was  introduced  int(j  the  schools,  and  for 
some  time  a  special  teacher  was  employed.  Now  text-books  are  used  in  tlii^ 
department,  and  the  regular  teachers  have  charge  of  tliis  bi-anch  of  instruc- 
tion. Formerly  singing  was  almost  entirely  optional  with  teachers,  and  the 
result  was  naturally  irregularity  and  inaccuracy.  The  present  custom  of 
emi)loying  a  regular  instructor  in  imisic  proves  higiily  beneficial  both  in  a 
practicable  and  enjoyable  sense.  Cliildren  are  taught  to  reatl  music  as  tliev 
are  taught  to  read  their  i)rimers  and,  as  they  advance  in  this  direction,  to 
assume  at  will  the  ditfcrent  parts  of  songs  or  choruses.  This  knowledge  will 
at  lea.st  give  pleasure  to  themselves  and  others  and  in  many  instances  may 
prove  to  be  of  great  value.  Our  schools  have  already  attained  considerable 
proficiency  in  this  section  of  their  prescribed  courses  of  study,  and  the  vearly 
report  of  the  professor  of  music  shows  continual  advancement  and  improve- 
ment. The  training  in  this  department  is  left  largely  to  the  regular  teaclieis. 
it  being  the  work  of  the  special  instructors  to  have  the  oversight  and  direction 
and  to  instruct  as  to  the  best  methods  of  accomplishing  the  desired  results. 

A  certain  amount  of  physical  exercise  is  demanded  in  all  the  grades. 
Twice  a  day  the  pupils  have  a  "  marching  or  calisthenic  exercise."  and  in 
some  of  the  higher  grades  there  is  a  regular  drill  in  light  gymnastics.  In 
many  of  these  exercises  the  ligiit  dumb  bells  used  add  greatly  to  the  etYect. 
and  the  '"drills"  arc  made  more  elaborate  liy  musical  accoinpaniment.  This 
enhances  the  enjoyment  of  the  pu[(il,  rendering  tlie  exercise  desirable  from 
that  point  of  view  and  helping  to  make  it  perhaps  among  the  most  service- 
able in  the  school  life.  In  buildings  where  fiie  escapes  are  necessary  the 
children  are  taught  to  use  them,  going  through  the  routine  frequently.  This 
knowledge  has  not  fortunately  thus  far  lieen  i)ut  to  a  practical  test  in  our 
town,  though  it  has  in  some  of  our  large  cities  and  has  proved  of  the  great- 
est use.  From  constant  practice  children  have  been  through  tlieir  drill  with 
mechanical  i)recision  at  the  teacher's  command,  while  fire  was  raging  ncor 
them,  the  regularity  with  whicli  they  moved  pn-venting  a  panic  and  enabling 
all  to  escape,  thus  savir.g  many  lives.  Much  more  attention  is  paid  to  the 
health  of  children   in   the  schools  than   formerly.     It  has  been  proved    that 
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•well  warmed,  oqiiully  well  veiililated,  and  coiiifoitably  fuiiiisliod  rooms,  bv 
ensuring  better  physical  conditions,  ensure  consequently  a  liiiilier  standard  of 
excellence  in  intellectual  progress  and  development. 

Tlie  North  High  School  has  had  four  principals  ;  namely,  Rinrill  Porter,  .Ir., 
from  iVfa}',  1867,  to  July,  1S79;  Henry  IM.  INTaxson  from  September,  l.s7'.>, 
to  October  1,  ISS.");  F.  S.  Ilotaling  from  October  1.  188.').  to  April,  ISSG; 
George  W.  Lyman  from  April,  I8,s(;,  lo  the  present  time  (1887).  This 
school  has  had  seven  assistants:  Lucy  L.  llolden,  Mrs.  Sarah  Austin,  ^lary 
I.  Hinckley  (now  Mrs.  E.  A.  Hall),  Elizabeth  K.  Ooss  (uow  Mrs.  Allicrt 
Dodge,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.),  Agnes  Pierce  (now  Mrs.  .John  1).  Long), 
Bertha  Pierce,  ancl  iNLiry  W.  Pierce.  The  average  menjl)ership  has  been 
about  fifty,  and  the  graduates  lunnlier  about  one  hundred  and  sevenlv-five. 

The  East  High  School  has  had  six  principals:  Calvin  O.  Hill,  ^\'illiam 
Wilkins,  A.  F.  Wood,  .li..  J.  Osuiond  Tiffany  (who  servetl  thirteen  vears. 
from  1872  till  Afay,  LS.s.").  wliou  he  resigned),  .1.  H.  Loid  from  ^fav.  bSS.j. 
till  December,  188."),  and  W.  C  Hobbs,  who  took  the  position  in  .lanuarv, 
1886,  and  still  continues.  The  assistants  have  bfen  seven  in  numl)er  ;  n.amelv, 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Hill,  Ennna  Tonks  (now  wife  of  V\v\.  Jolm  IJaxter,  of  England, 
and  for  a  time  a  missionary  in  East  Africa),  .Miss  Kelton,  ^L  C.  Shellield,' 
Miss  Hawes,  Annie  Kicc,  Helen  AV.  Metcalf,  and  Ennna  C.  Lord.  Miss 
Metcalf  is  now  serving  the  second  time,  and  Mary  W.  Pierce,  of  North 
Atlleborough,  teaches  here  for  a  stated  numl)er  of  hours  as  well  as  in  that 
village.  The  average  membership  of  this  school  has  been  about  fortv-five, 
and  there  have  been  prol)ably  al)Out  one  hundred  and  fifty  graduates. 

The  town  has  had  three  .superintendents  of  schools  :  Francis  E.  Ikirnette, 
Andrew  W.  Edson,  and  Henry  M.  Maxson,  who  was  elected  Octol)er  1,  I8.s,5, 
and  continued  io  serve  until  after  the  division.  The  instructors  in  nnisic  are 
J.  H.  Wiiitteinore  and  his  daugliter,  Mary  E.  Whittemore,  who  have  held  the 
position  for  several  y^ears.  The  school  committee  for  1887  were  George  E. 
Osgood,  J.  O.  Tiffany,  Uyion  11.  Hill,  Henry  8.  Kill)y,  George  Randall, 
Harvey  Clap,  ^lary  A.  Mathias.  Lidora  E.  liriggs,  Leda  .T.  Thompson. 
These  officers  are  elected  for  peiiods  of  two  and  three  years,  so  a  portion  only 
of  the  terms  expire  annually.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  Ls.si)  Mrs.  .John 
Wood  and  iNIiss  Priggs  were  elected  to  a  position  on  the  school  board, 
the  first  women  in  town  to  hold  that  position,  ami  the  latter  received  a 
reelection. 

There  are  three  school  funds  in  the  town,  the  largest  of  wiiich  is  derived 
from  a  legacy  of  Abiatliar  Augustus  Hichard^on,  who  died  in  18I;».  TJie 
portion  of  his  will  relating  to  this  legacy  is  herewith  (pioted.  After  ordering 
his  executors  to  pay  liis  del)ts  and  two  l)cquests  of  household  furniture  and 
clothing,  he  devises  as  follows  :  — 


'Wife  of  CJ.  K.  nrlglitinaii,  now  (IS9:!)  pastor  of  the  .MeUiudlr-t  Clmrcli. 
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Item,  —  The  residue  :m<!  remuiiuler  oi  my  estate,  bolli  real  ami  i)ersoiial  1  dispose  of  as 
follows:  I  tjrst  direct  tliat  the  same  shall  he  converted  into  cash  or  its  e<iiiivaleut,  as  soon  as 
may  he  eoiiveiiieiit  after  my  d("<'ease,  which  >liall  forever  constitute  a  school  fund  to  he  used 
aTid  the  i)roieeds  appropriateil  as  herein  expresx-d;  the  principal  {no|)artof  which  is  ever  to 
be  expended)  shall  lie  loaned  out  at  lawful  interest,  with  i^ood  security  on  real  estate,  and  the 
interest  thereof  oidy  shall  he  annually  taken  and  aiiproiuialed  to  the  use,  support  or  mainte- 
nance of  the  conunon  free  schools  in  the  .Second  I'riM'inct  or  Parish  in  Alllehorom^h,  in  which  I 
live,  for  the  henclil  of  all  the  school^  in  said  I'arish,  which  fund  shall  he  mana-^ed  by  twelve 
persons  belonginj;  to  saitl  Parish  as  a  board  of  trustees,  who  are  to  lie  cho>en  once  in  three 
years,  —  and  any  vacancies  which  may  oicur,  whenever  said  parish  shall  deem  proper,  may  be 
filled  by  sail!  parish. 

Lastly  I  do  nominate  and  appoint  .John  I )ai;gett,  Esquire,  of  saiil  Attlcboroui,'h.  to  be  the 
executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  sell  am!  deliver  over  the 
proceeds  as  aforesaid. 

Witnesses.  Dated  July  9,  is  12. 

John  Dajij^ett,  .Sip;neil 

Harvey  Clallin,  Abiathar  A.  IJichardson. 

Phineas  Savery.  J.  W.  (Japron,  Clerk. 

Codicil,  dated  Jan.  :J1,  is  13. 

1  hereby  order  and  direit  that  the  income  of  the  school  fund  mentioned  in  said  will.  >hall  he 
distributed  to  the  schools,  meaniui^  the  school  districts,  whose  school-houses  are  lo<-ated  within 
the  present  territorial  limits  of  the  second  parish  mentioned  in  my  said  will  in  nuinncr  follow- 
ing, to  wit:  One-half  of  said  income,  shall  be  distributed  efpially  to  ea<:li  and  every  of  *aid 
School  Districts,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  distributed  to  them  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
scholars  in  each  ilistrict,  and  if  ever  in  the  course  of  time,  the  sai«.l  Parish  should  lie  dissolved, 
abolished  or  discontinued,  or  should  fail  to  elect  a  I'oaid  of  'rru>t(^(,s,  as  proviilcil  in  >aid  will, 
ortlie  said  Trustees  should  by  any  means  be  incapable  in  law  of  holdin-T  said  fund,  in  that  case 
1  direct  that  such  fund  be  managed  by  trustees  chosen  by  one  fioiii  <'ach  School  District  leirally 
chosen  :  and  if  ever  the  pn.-sent  School  District  System  should  be  abolished  or  discontinued,  iu 
that  case  I  direct  that  said  in<'ome  shall  bo  appropriated  to  the  support  of  such  free  school  or 
schools  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  (Establish  in  saiil  limits. 

My  will  is  that  the  Hoard  of  Trustees  mentioned  in  my  said  will  may  be  selected  by  said 
parish  from  any  of  the  inhabitants  svithin  the  territorial  limits  of  said  Parish,  and  in  any  case 
of  any  failure  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  to  hold  said  fund,  1  direct  that  said  fund  shall  be  managed 
by  Trustees  appointed  as  the  Supreme  Court  shall  prescribe. 

January  25,  1846,  .lohn  Daggett,  executor,  notified  the  standing  committee 
of  the  Second  Parish  of  his  being  ready  to  pay  into  the  iiands  of  the  trustees, 
when  chosen,  the  fund  accruing  from  this  estate,  it  being  then  in  his  Iiands. 
March  2.S,  it  was  voted  l)y  the  parish  to  choose  the  following  persons  to  act 
as  trustees  of  this  fund  :  Samuel  Carpenter.  John  Daggett,  committee  at  huge, 
Lucas  Daggett,  Willurd  lUackiutou,  Seba  Carpenter,  Klias  Fuller,  D:iniel 
Carpenter,  Klkauah  Briggs,  Noah  Blauding,  Korrist  Forster,  Draper  Par- 
menter,  and  Gardner  Dunham.  On  iVlay  .'{,  IHoO,  these  twelve  trustees  were 
incorporated  by  Act  of  Legislature,  mider  the  title  of  Trustees  of  the  Kicliard- 
son  School  Fund  in  Altleborough.  They  were  vested  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  board,  mtdie  :dl  necessary  regulations  and 
by-laws  for  their  government  and  the  security  and  mantigeraent  of  the  fund, 
and  with  i)ower  to  hold  both  real  estate  autl  person:d  property.  They  h:ul 
power  to  receive,  invest,  and  manage  the  estate  of  the  fund,  and  to  take 
CJiarge  of  the   income,  paying  it  over  to  the  schools,  as  directed  by  the  will. 
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The  corporation  was  empowered  to  appoint  ofHcers  according  to  its  by-laws, 
and  to  estahlisli  rules  and  n-gulntions  lor  the  distril)ntion  of  the  income  of  the 
fund,  "provided,  the  said  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws  do  not  conflict  with 
the  pin-poses  of  said  will  or  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth." 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Richardson's  death,  or  when  paid  over  to  the  trustees, 
this  gift  amounted  to  811,000.  Since  that  time  it  has  nearly  doubled  iu 
value.  In  l-SST  its  value  was  given  as  820, 250. 58.  It  is  invested,  according 
to  the  tenets  of  the  will,  in  real  estate  loans  and  chiefly  in  this  town.  Up  to 
this  time  there  has  l)een  a  six  per  cent,  interest  obtained.  In  the  more  than 
forty  years  since  the  legacy  was  given  there  have  been  but  two  presidents  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  John  Daggett,  the  first  appointed,  held  the  ollice  from 
bS'lC)  till  his  death  in  18S5.  The  present  trustees  are  Everett  8.  Ilorton, 
president ;  Frank  I.  llabcock,  secretary  ;  Charles  E.  Bliss,  treasurer  ;  Shcp- 
hard  W.  Carpenter,  .lames  H.  Sturdy,  John  Tliacher,  Everett  S.  Capron, 
Hartford  8.  BaDcock,  George  F.  Bicknell,  Joseph  M.  Bates,  William  II. 
Smith,  J.  Lyman  Sweet. 

South  Attleborough,  or  what  was  formerly  District  No.  S,  lias  the  benefit 
of  a  bequest  made  to  it  by  "the  Frenchman,"  Joseph  A.  Richaud,  so  long  a 
resident  there.  He  kept  a  store,  made  some  money,  and  as  he  never  married 
he  made  this  district  the  heir  to  his  entire  little  property,  i)rovided  it  should 
not  be  called  for  within  six  years  after  his  death,  by  a  nephew  who  was 
supposed  to  be  living  iu  France.  Bichaud  w.as  a  deist  and  his  will,  which  he 
himself  dictated,  ''  disavows  a  belief  in  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  Chris- 
tian relioion."  In  this  same  document  he  declared  his  disbelief  in  Mahomet, 
and  asserted  that  he  had  a  reliance  on  the  "  only  living  and  true  God,"  and 
to  him  he  commended  his  spirit.  This  property  amounted  originally  to  ai)out 
S700.  It  has  probably  increased,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
exactly  its  present  value,  how  it  is  invested,  or  the  amount  of  income  it 
yields  annually. 

The  third  fund  is  that  of  the  Holmes  neighborhood.  This  is  from  a  legacy 
of  ^lilton  Holmes,  which  consisted  of  a  dwelling-house,  some  woodland,  and 
some  money,  and  tlie  fund  was  established  iu  ISC).  The  income  was  used 
up  to  1878.  About  that  time  the  institutions  where  the  money  was  invested 
ceased  to  pay  interest,  and  for  some  time  there  was  danger  that  the  principal 
would  be  lost.  Happily  this  misfortune  was  averted,  and  the  money  has  l)een 
restored.  This  fund  is  managed  by  trustees.  H.  K.  W.  Allen  and  Jo.seph 
L.  Holmes  were  the  first  appointed.  The  latter  resigned  iu  187s.  and  A.  F. 
Underwood  was  chosen  to  take  his  place.  He  and  Mr.  Allen  are  still  in 
charge.     The  fund  now  (1881))  amounts  to  about  82,100. 

KK.VNKI.IN    SCHOOI,. 

This  appears  to  have  lieen  tlie  lir^t  private  school  in  town.  Gn  February 
5,    180U,    I'eter   Thacher,    Abiathar    Biehardson,    Gideon    Sweet,    Nathaniel 
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Kobiuson,  KI)cnc/.or  'J'vKt,  second.  I):iiiic'l  Carpenter,  Jr.,  ILliphalcl  Wihnarili. 
Daniel  Carpenter.  Caleb  Itichardson,  -Jr..  I>enj;uiiin  liolkcon),  Ilenrv  Sweet, 
Jr.,  Elijah  Jngrahani,  Dexter  Sweet,  (iideon  Sweet,  Jr.,  John  Wilniarth. 
Noah  Ulaudin,  Noah  TilTany,  .Jonathan  lloliinson.  Joshna  Hassett.  Otis 
Capron,  l-Llijah  Capion,  Abiathar  lvici)ardson,  Jr.,  Nehcmiah  Hotirn,  .Jona- 
than reck,  and  Abijah  Kverctt,  met  at  the  house  of  lienjaniin  IJolkconi  and 
agreed  to  build  a  schoolhouso  "  nigh  the  meetinghouse."  It  was  also  agreed 
that  Jonathan  Peck  should  build  the  lifKifc  for  S^ii'^,  and  he  was  to  coniplete 
it  by  Sei)teniber  of  the  same  year.  '-Then  agreed  that  i'>ach  Projnietor  that 
doth  not  improve  tiie  House  may  receive  annually  in  Money  his  proportion 
of  the  rent." 

Coiniuoiiwcaltli  of  Mass.  A.I>.  ISOJ. 

All  Act  to  Kstabli.sli  A  Scliool  in  the  S.  I'ari-li  in  thf  lowii  of  Atl  l.ljoro" :  Ijv  the  Naiiii.'  of 
Franklin  Siliuol  and  for  Ineorporatin:;  tlie  Tni>lc-i'>  uf  saiil  .Sdiool  into  a  liody  puiitif. 

AVLori-as  the  Kiineation  of  Youth  has  uver  heen  rousiiieixal  Ijy  tlie  wise  and  .■;i>od  a>  an  olyecl 
of  ttic  hiirhest  eonse<iuenee  to  the  Safety  and  ha|>i>iMe>s  of  a  free  people,  And  Wberea>  Abijah 
Everett  of  Attlehoro':  in  the  County  of  Bristol  physician  and  Al)i,u;ail  lii^  wife  l>y  llieir  Deed 
uiadeand  exeented  on  the  tenth  Day  of  April  A.  D.  1S(J0  i^ave  granted  and  eonveyed  nnto 
Peter  Thaihcr  and  those  herein  Named  and  to  their  heirs  forever  a  certain  iiieee  of  land  Sitii- 
Hlc  in  the  "Jd  I'reeinct  or  I'arish  in  said  Attlel)oro' :  to  he  holdeu  in  Fifty  four  right.-  or  share.-  to 
the  use  and  upon  the  trust  that  the  rents  and  prolits  thereof  he  forever  appropriated  to  tin- 
Support  of  a  School  in  the  said  2d  precinct  forever  for  the  Instruction  of  Youth  in  Such 
langu:iges  and  in  Such  liranehes  of  Science  as  are  usually  taught  in  Schools.  And  Wherea- 
the  Execution  of  the  Generous  intentions  of  the  Donors  towards  the  said  institution  may  he 
attended  with  imharrissinents  unless  by  an  Act  of  lncori)oration  the  Trustco  and  their  Succe- 
sors  shall  be  Authorized  to  Counnencc  and  prosecute  actions  at  law. and  to  Iran-act  such  other 
matters  in  their  Corporate  capacity  as  the  interest  of  the  .-aid  .school  may  require. 

It  was  further  enacted  liiat  the  school  should  be  established  "  for  the  i)ro- 
motion  of  virtue  and  the  instruction  of  Youth  of  Kaoh  sex  in  such  languages 
and  such  I'Jranches  of  tlie  Arts  and  Sciences  as  the  said  Trustees  may  from 
time  to  time  think  Kx|)idient  and  within  the  Incoiue  and  funds  of  said  School 
to  support."  These  trustees  could  "  sue  and  be  sueil,"  and  they  and  tiieir 
successors  Iiecame  perpetual  supervisors  and  "true  and  Sole  ^'isltol•s.  Trus- 
tees, and  Governors."  They  were  to  appoint  a  piesi(.U.'iit,  secretary,  treasurer, 
preceptor,  and  such  other  otlicers  as  they  deemed  necessary  :  were  to  make 
rules  with  adequate  penalties  for  tlie  breakage  thereof,  provithal  the  rule?<, 
etc.,  "  be  in  nowise  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  Coinnionweallh."  They 
were  empowered  to  hold  real  estate,  —  laiul,  tenements,  etc..  —  provided  that 
the  annual  income  did  not  exceed  the  sum  of  8-')00,  and  [)cisi)nal  property  to 
the  same  amount.  They  wcr(>  not  to  receive  anything  which  siiould  compel 
them  to  act  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  ilesigns  of  the  donors  of  the  land- 
This  act  was  approved  by  the  governor  June  23,  1802. 

The  tirst  meeting  in  the  new  schoolhouse  was  held  Octobci  4,  1H02,  when 
Peter  Thaciier  was  elected  president,  Joshua  Hassett  secretary,  and  Noali 
lilaiidin    treasurer.      I-Jijah    Inoraiiam,    l'J)eiie/-er  Tyler,   2d,    I'eter   Thacher, 
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Caleb  Rich.mson,  Jr.,  unci  IKmhv  Sweet  were  the  e.,nu.Htlee  cho^-n   to  (h.f 
bv-hws,  unci  those  were  accepted  at  an  a.lj.mrne.l   n.eet.n-  bekl  the     -8     o 
Novcmher  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon."    At  this  same  time  it  was  -  voted 
th.tthe  rent  of  the  School  Ilonse  W  at  the  rate  of  21   Dollars   per  year 
The  ollicers  were  to  rent  under  direction  of  the  trustees,  were   to  have  the 
n,.tna<^ement  of  the  house,  keep   the  keys,   hut  use  their  own  discretion  as 
to  th;iength  of  rental ;   and  the  secretary  was  directed  to  '-make  a   f:ur  :u,d 
i,npartial  record  of  all  the  several  meetini^s,"  etc.     Deceu.ber  1.     IbO       he 
fu-.t  nreceptor,  Mr.  Israel  Day,  Jr.,  was  chosen,  mul  it  was  voted  to  let  tiie 
house  for  the  ptu-pose  of  singiny.      Mr.  Day  appears  to  he  the  only  preceptor 
chosen  by  the  trustees,   but  it  is  known  that   Rev.   Nathan   IIoIuku.    ha<l    a 
school   in   this   building,    and   Moses  Thacher   and    Preston    Cmuuungs   also 
fuudU   here.     Thev    probably   rented   the    house   and   obtauied    scholars    by 
theU-  own  elTorts.  '  In   the   sun.mer   of    180:5   tliere    scen.s    to    have    been    a 
-NYoman's  School,"  and  among  the  records  for  that  year  was  a  vote  to  pay 
the  secretary    twelve   and   a   half    cents   a   page   for   recording    transtcrs    of 
shares  and  certifving  the  same.  ,   „   .       ,  , 

February  10,  I'.SOl,  by  act  of  Legislature  the  word  -South  in  the  act 
of  incorporation  was  changed  to  -East,"  because  that  part  of  the  town  was 
universallv  known  as  the  "East  Precinct."  No  other  record  has  been 
noticed  where  the  word  south  is  used.  October  14,  180.".,  -Voted  that  a 
sincri„<r  school  n.av  be  kept  in  said  house  provhled  that  it  does  not  Inter  ere 
with  the  school  usually  kept."  The  following  year  it  was  ment.oue.l  tha 
the  rent  was  relinquish'ed  to  whoever  had  had  the  building,  the  -Arts  and 
Sciences"  apparently  not  nourishing  at  that  time.  In  I81.>  it  was  vote.l  to 
use  the  schoolhouse  for  conferences,  if  it  was  wanted,  at  one  sh.lbng  a 
n.eetin-,  and  the  rent  in  summer  seems  to  have  been  then  one  dollar  a 
month."  Peter  Thacher  was  president  of  the  organization  fn.m  the  com- 
mencement until  181.-^,  when  Jonathan  Peck  was  chosen  to  the  olhce,  and 
he  retained  it  as  long  as  the  organization  had  an  active  existence. 

May>G  i.s->.l,  it  was  -  voted  that  the  President  Secretary  a.i<l  Ireasurer 
of  Fi-auklin  School  be  imi)owered  to  leace  their  Sehool  house  lot  to  the 
Incorporated  Congregational  Society  in  the  Second  Precinct  m  Attleboro 
for  the  term  of  Nine  hundred  and  ninety  nine  Years  f<,r  a  meeting  house  lot 
the  rent  to  be  paid  annually.  Voted  that  if  the  aforesaid  Ollicers  do  leace 
their  lot  as  aforesaid  they  are  then  impowered  and  requeste.  to  se  1  then- 
school  house  at  Pnblick  auction.  Voted  to  adjourn  to  June  i;'."-.  1  he  last 
record  in  the  trustees'  book  reads  as  follows  :   -  June  i:V'  Know  meeting. 

This  auction  no  doubt  took  place,  for  the  building  became  the  property  of 
District  No.  18.  It  was  removed  to  South  Main  Street,  to  a  spot  on  the 
west  side  ..f  the  road  just  below  where  the  railroad  now  cro.sses  ,t  and 
stood  about  where  the  small  house  north  of  the  residence  of  Mrs.  ..  n. 
Sweet  now  stands.      It  is  spoken   of  as  a  -little   building,  paint.-l   y<-llow. 
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It  was  a  square  hip-roofod  stnictuie.  piiinitivf  in  style  and  finish,  and  sevt-ral 
people  can  recall  its  appearance  after  it  became  a  (listrict  seboolhouse.  The 
teacher's  desk  was  opposite  the  entrance  door  and  was  raised  two  or  three 
feet  above  the  floor,  while  the  scholars'  seals  were  -  in  four  tiers,  each  one 
higher  than  the  other;  the  boys'  on  one  side,  and  the  girls'  on  the  otlier." 
These  seats  were  no  doubt  long  wooden  benches  like  those  of  other  school- 
houses  in  early  days,  and  the  room  was  heated  by  ''the  ohlfashioncd  box 
stove."  There  was  great  excitement,  it  is  said,  amouii  the  children  gathered 
here  when  they  saw  the  lirst  railroad  train  pass  throuch  the  town,^and  the 
teacher  warned  them  to  keep  their  heads  inside  the  building  lest  otherwise 
they  might  be  "  taken  olT  l»y  the  cars." 

Among  the  district  teachers  here  were  the  Misses  Susan  and  Polly  Mes- 
senger, Miss  Harrington,  Miss  Lydia  Maun  (sister  of  Horace  .Alann),  Miss 
Caroline  Porter  (now  Mrs.  Harlow  and  living  in  Brooklyn.  L.  I.),  and  Mr. 
Lyman  W.  Dean.  Strict  attention  was  paid  to  the  manners  of  the  scholar^ 
in  those  early  days,  no  girl  being  allowed  to  leave  the  room  without  makina 
a  courtesy  and  no  boy  without  making  a  bow.  Strict  attention  seems  also 
to  have  been  paid  to  discipline,  especially  to  punisliments,  and  our  present 
deputy  sheriff  will  perhaps  recall  an  agonizing  dav  there  when  one  of  the 
above-mentioned  teachers  sat  by  his  side  during  the  longest,  soberest  hour 
of  his  then  short  life,  holding  up  before  him  her  sharp-looking  penknife, 
which  he  momently  expected  to  be  put  to  its  threatened  use  of°cuttiu<r  off 
his  ear.  It  meant  something  to  be  caught  in  mischief  when  our  elders  were 
boys;  perhaps  that  is  the  reason  why  tiiere  was  so  much  -  fun  "  in  it. 

About  18;58,  when  the  Sweet  "house  was  built,  this  schoolhouse  was 
removed  to  a  site  farther  down  the  street,  on  the  same  side.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  a  Mr.  Holman  Fuller  and  converted  into  a  dwelling-house,  and  it 
still  remains  on  that  site.  The  Iiody  of  the  present  house  Is  the  ori-inal 
structure,  but  its  roof  is  no  longer  hipped  ;  it  has  a  wing,  lonir.  low  windows, 
piazzas,  and  ornamentation  enough  to  shock  the  plaiu,  homelv  taste  of  the 
fathers  who  built  it.  In  1842  the  house  was  bought  bv  Mr.  Nathan  C 
Luther,  who  occupied  it  for  some  time.  Later  it  was  owned  and  occupii-d 
by  Mr.  Joel  Moore,  and  later  still  by  Mr.  William  Thompson,  who  made 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied  bv 
Captain  William  II.  Gofl'.  lUiilt  for  the  purpose  of  traininir  youths  in  the 
"arts  and  sciences"  of  intellectual  knowledge,  it  does  not  lose  its  ancient 
prestige  by  becoming  the  home  of  an  excellent  trainer  of  men  in  those  "  arts 
and  sciences  "  which  pertain  to  goo<l  soldiership. 

Early  in  this  century  there  seems  to  have  been  a  private  school  in  Soutli 
AUleborough,  called  a  "Classical  School,"  kept  at  one  time  bv  a  .Mr. 
Wheaton,  a  graduate  of  Brown  l.niversity,  the  only  fact  found  regarding 
him.  The  only  fact  known  of  the  school  is  of  its  existence  previous  to 
1820,  as  the  author  mentions  his  personal  attendance  at  such   a  school  and 
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one  of  liis  mates  in  it.  It  piobaljly  oponed  later  than  1805,  because  pre- 
vious to  that  time  Hev.  .laeol)  Ide  came  to  tlie  east  village  to  Mr.  Ilolman 
for  instruction  in  the  classics,  a  jonrnoy  he  would  natiually  have  avoided  had 
the  necessary  facilities  offered  themselves  nearer  his  hoiue.  This  "Classical 
School"  probably  had  only  a  short  existence. 

Between  1832  and  IS.'JG  a  private  school  was  kept  in  North  Altleboroui^h 
by  Miss  Lurinda  Forbush,  dau<ihtor  of  tin;  then  jjaslor  of  the  Baptist  church. 
She  was  for  some  time  previous  to  her  death,  which  occurred  a  few  years 
since,  well  known  both  throughout  this  State  and  the  country  as  Mrs. 
Barrett,  the  faithful,  devoted  lal)orer  in  the  temperance  cause. 

NORTH    ATTLKUOHOL'CII    ACADICMV. 

In  1833  au  association  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  founding  an  academy 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  In  that  year  .losiah  Draper,  Ira  Kichards, 
B.  I.  and  II.  N.  Draper,  Kichard  Kobinsou,  and  their  associates  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  of  Samuel  Guild  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  "Washington 
and  Orne  Streets,  and  here  a  building  was  soon  erected.  The  contractor 
for  the  mason  work  was  .John  Hamilton,  and  for  the  carpenter  work  Samuel 
Guild.  The  building  was  two  stories  higji.  The  entire  first  tloor  and  one 
half  of  the  second  were  used  for  school  purposes,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  upper  story  was  occupied  by  Bristol  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  iNIasons. 
The  lodge,  as  may  be  seen  from  its  early  records,  pui'chased  some  shares  in 
this  academy  association  and  were  therefore  to  have  the  use  of  a  certain 
portion  of  its  building. 

The  first  principal  of  the  school  was  Isaac  Perkins,  who  had  previously 
held  the  same  position  over  the  once  famous  ''Day's  Academy"  in  Wren- 
tham.  His  house  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Codding's  Block. 
While  he  taught  here  he  took  pupils  to  board,  and  the  house  was  known  as 
the  "  school  l)oarding  iiouse."  He  remained  from  the  time  the  school  oi)ened 
until  184-1.  when  he  removed  to  Kaston  to  take  charge  of  a  high  school  there. 
Under  his  administration  the  school  here  nuist  have  been  in  a  very  nourishing 
condition,  as  he  sometimes  iiad  more  tiian  one  assistant. 

The  next  principal  was  .lohn  C.  Boram.  who  came  to  the  school  from  the 
East  Attleborough  Academy  in  February,  184r>.  His  assistant  was  Henry  F. 
Lane,  who  became  the  third  [)rincipal  in  1846  and  remained  some  two  or 
three  years.  In  1848  or  184'J  Bev.  .T.  1).  Pierce  succeeded  him.  In  1850 
Mr.  Pierce  resigned  the  position  and  left  towu,  haviug  decided  to  resume 
his  pastoral  work,  which  had  i)een  laid  aside  for  a  time.  He  was  succeeded 
V'y  Henry  Rice,  who  taught  two  years,  and  this  ended  the  existence  of  the 
ncftdemy  as  an  educational  institution.  The  building  remaine<l  unoccupied 
for  several  years,  but  not  far  from  l8oo  it  was  purchased  l)y  II.  M.  Richards, 
nnd  he  moved  it  to  its  present  site,  which  is  south  of  the  former  one  and 
adjoiniuii    the   Masonic   Building.     Mr.   Henry   L.    Leach   and  others    have 
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since  occupied  it  ns  a  hardwaie  store  ami  Holmes  ifc  C'lieover  as  a  "rocerv 
store,  and  it  lias  alsD  lioon  occupied  by  other  i)artie.s.  Tlioiiijli  it  was  used 
for  its  original  purpose  only  a  few  years,  numliers  doubtless  of  the  elders  of 
the  present  jroneration  in  its  vicinity  can  look  back  to  pleasant  schooldavs 
passed  within  its  walls,  and  among  tiie  recollections  will  come  some  perhaps 
not  wholly  confined  to  the  cultivation  of  the  mental  and  moral  faculties. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  a  certain  kind  of  pliysical  education  in  the  schools 
of  tlie  olden  time,  though  its  pursuit  was  not  mentioned  in  the  catalogues  of 
studies;  it,  however,  inured  boys  to  some  degree  of  a  Spartan-like  firmness 
in  bearing  pain  and  was  not  perhaps  altogether  useless  in  its  results;  and 
around  every  institution  of  learning  tliere  cluster  memories  of  "fun  and 
frolic"  and  of  boy  and  girl  good  times  the  like  of  which  never  come  to  anv 
one  again,  memories  often  ciierished  as  the  dearest  which  can  be  recalled  in 
after  life. 

EAST    A'lTI,KI50R0U<;n    ACAPKMV. 

!More  tiian  fifty  years  ago  INfr.  Nathaniel  \V.  Sanford,  of  Xew  York  State, 
bought  a  large  amount  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  North  Main  Street,  from 
near  -where  Dean  Street  is  to  the  centre  of  the  village,  or  about  to  the  site  of 
the  Opera  House.  Not  far  from  1/^-10  it  would  seem  lie  must  have  made  an 
ofter  of  a  gift  or  transfer  of  land  under  conditions  to  be  use<l  as  tlie  site  of  a 
buihling  for  higlier  educational  purposes  than  the  town  schools  then  afforded. 
This  was  the  land  still  known  as  the  academy  lot.  In  consequenct?  of  this 
offer  an  association  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable  build- 
ing. The  question  of  building  in  C(Minection  witli  the  district  arose,  and 
among  tliose  chiclly  interested  in  tliis  matter  Mr.  .Tohn  C.  Dodge  and  ^Ir. 
Jonathan  IJIiss  were  resolutely  opposed  to  such  a  course,  while  on  tlie  otlier 
hand  Dr.  Seba  Carpentei-  and  .Air.  Amos  Starkey  were  as  decidedlv  in  favor 
of  joining  with  the  district.  It  was  linally  decided,  liowever,  not  to  make 
the  pioposed  union,  but  to  erect  a  building  by  privtite  subscription,  tlie  sul>- 
scribers  of  course  to  become  stockholders  in  the  association.  Mr.  .losepli  W. 
Capron  was  considerably  interestetl  in  obtaining  the  necessary  subscri[)lioiis, 
and  Mr.  .lohn  C.  Dodge  was  among  the  largest  contributors  to  this  laudable 
enterprise.  The  original  number  of  stockholders  is  not  known,  but  there 
were  108  or  110  shares.  These  were  sold  for  SI^.'jO  each,  and  the  money 
thus  obtained  built  the  academy.  At  a  meeting  held  in  January,  1842,  the 
trustees  reported  that  8 1,1 .").'».,").')  had  been  expended  and  SKI  17. Co  suit- 
scribed,  leavnig  a  tleficit  of  S-iS. .')().  They  stated  th.-it  a  fintlier  sul»scriptioii 
of  $2.')0  was  necessary  for  tlie  proper  completion  of  the  buildinir.  and  this 
appears  to  have  been  granted  to  them  by  the  association. 

'J'he  buiiiling  was  completed  and  a  school  opened  in  1842.  It  was  an 
oblong  square  structure,  two  stories  high,  with  a  i)ia/,/,a  in  front  supporting 
Gr.ecian  columns,  like  so  many  academies  and  dwelling-houses  of  its  day, 
and  contained  two  large  halls  with  an  entry  to  each.     In  its  palmy  days  it 
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presontctl  quite  an  imposing  appearance,  standiiiii  as  it  did  in  a  conspicuous 
position  in  the  centre  of  ftinph;  grassy  grounds  elevated  considerably  above 
and  some  distance  back  from  the  street  since  nanic<l  for  the  then  owner  of 
the  land.  'J'ho  academy  had  been  llnished  and  used  for  its  legitimate  pur- 
pose nearly  a  year  l)efore  a  deed  of  the  laud  was  given  to  the  association. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  a  copy  of  the  original  deed:  *•  Know  all 
Men  by  these  l*resents,  That  1  Nathaniel  W,  Sanfoid,  City  of  P.rooklyn, 
State  of  New  York,  ]\rercliant,  in  consideration  of  three  hundred  dollars  to 
me  paid  by  .Jonathan  Crane,  .John  C.  Dodge,  .Jonathan  JJliss,  Samuel  Car- 
penter, W.  IJlackinton,  V.  Savcry,  ().  S.  liaicom,  .John  Daggett,  and  .1.  ^V. 
Capron,  Trustees  of  Attleborough  High  School,  the  receipt  whereof  J  do 
hereby  acknowledge,  do.  hereby  give,  grant,  sell  and  convey  unto  the  said 
Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  High  School,  or  their  successors  in  said  Ollice, 
to  hold  in  trust  for  the  I'roprietors  of  said  High  School  while  they  m;iintain 
a  building  thereon  for  the  j)urposes  of  education,'"  a  (certain  lot  of  land  con- 
taining 2.00  rods,  more  or  less,  the  bounds,  etc.,  being  given,  and  the  owner 
repeats  that  the  lot  was  given  to  these  trustees  and  their  successors  "  to  hold 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pioprietors  of  said  High  School,  while  they 
occupy  the  same  for  the  i)urposes  of  education,  and  no  longer."  'I'he  deed 
also  provided  that  the  proprietors  should  "build  and  maintain  all  the  fence 
adjoining  ]\Ir.  Sanford's  land  so  long  as  they  should  occupy  the  same  under 
the  deed,  etc.  This  document  was  dated  May  27,  184:5,  and  was  not 
recorded  until  Decenil)er  2;),  18')'.),  subsequent  to  which  time  other  deeds 
relating  to  the  lot  were  passed.  The  reason  for  this  manner  and  date  of 
transfer  cannot  now  be  given  nor  would  it  bo  necessary  to  go  into  such 
details  here  ;  sudice  it  to  say  that  the  history  of  this  piece  of  land  has  in 
nowise  differed  from  that  of  other  L'unls  like  it  devoted  for  any  time  or  in 
any  way  to  public  or  semi-public  purposes,  its  '■•metes  and  bounds"  and 
rights  of  proprietorship  having  given  rise  to  no  end  of  discussion  and  con- 
troversy. .Such  lands  everywhere,  it  would  seem,  yield  abundant  crops  of 
nothing  but  unanswered  if  not  tinanswerable  questions  and  fat  lawyers'  fees. 
Something  near  a  score  of  years  ago  the  Academy  Association  voted  to 
lease  this  property  to  District  No.  18  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  thus 
giving  authority  to  remove  the  old  building  from  its  position  to  make  room 
for  a  new  and  large  public  schoolhouse  on  that  site.  In  ISjs.J,  when  districts 
were  abolished,  the  town  bought  the  new  building  with  other  district  proper- 
ties and  also  the  rights  of  the  associati<;n  lease.  [Tiie  academy's  lirst  move 
was  to  the  west  side  of  the  lot,  antl  in  1S8'.»  a  second  move  was  made  to  the 
east  side,  where  it  now  stands  (1801).]  For  a  numl»or  of  years  two  of  the 
public  schools  have  hehl  their  sessions  in  it.  A  straggling  sort  of  exi>tcnce 
is  about  all  thai  is  now  claimed  by  the  association,  which  results  in  the  calling 
of  meetings  at  raie  intervals  for  the  choice  of  ollicers,  but  little  else  remains 
to  l)e  done.     The  treasurer,  Jcjhn  Thacher,  has  in  his  hands  a  fund  of  eight 
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or  nine  lunidi'ed  (loll.iis,  tlie  proceeds  of  the  tituisfer  of  the  properly  to  the 
town,  and  the  c-oiiliiuKince  of  :in  oriianizatiou  will  be  necessary  until  some 
disposition  is  linally  made  of  this  sum. 

The  lirst  teacher  in  the  academy  was  Zwiniilius  (xrover,  and  following  him 
within  the  space  of  two  and  a  half  years  were  l?ov.  William  i\I.  Thaver, 
Piiilip  C.  Knapp,  and  John  C.  Boram.  the  latter  going  to  North  Attle- 
borough.  Leonard  Walker,  of  Scekonk,  had  a  select  school  here  much  later. 
He  came  here  from  AVrenlham,  having  taught  in  the  academy  there.  The 
teacher  who  remained  the  longest  time,  and  who  was  probably  the  most  suc- 
cessful, was  James  M.  Hailey.  Under  him  there  was  a  very  flourishing 
school,  which  continued  for  a  number  of  years.  lie  was  a  severe  taskmaster. 
but  he  seemed  to  incite  in  his  pupils  a  desire  for  knowledge  and  to  imbue 
them  with  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  it;  and  many  no  doubt  in  looking 
back  will  acknowledge  that  some  at  least  of  the  success  of  their  after  years 
has  been  the  result  of  the  hard  mental  work  he  exacted  of  them.  The 
school  never  attained  the  same  prestige  under  any  other  instructor,  and  at 
times  no  school  whatever  was  maintained  in  the  building.  At  one  time  two 
of  the  districts  maintained  what  was  called  the  I'nion  High  School  here, 
their  pupils  being  admitted  free  of  charge,  but  tluxse  who  attended  fiom 
otiicr  portions  of  the  town  were  charged  for  tuition.  Under  this  arrangement 
George  Alien  and  a  31r.  Thompson  taught,  and  later  J.  O.  Tiffany  and  Elliot 
Sanford.  At  another  time  George  INI.  Read  had  a  select  school,  and  a  Mr. 
Rice,  assisted  by  one  or  two  sous,  also ;  and  there  were  perhaps  others  before 
the  building  passed  wholly  into  the  hands  of  its  district  and  finally  the  town. 

Tiiere  have  been  other  small  private  schools  at  various  times  in  town,  but 
these  have  not  lived  long  or  had  marked  success,  the  excellent  condition  of 
the  pul)lic  schools  having  in  recent  years  done  away  with  the  necessity  for 
private  schools  of  an  intermediate  or  even  higher  grade.  The  only  school  of 
this  kind  in  town  :it  the  present  time  is  the  one  on  South  IMain  Street, 
Attleborough,  which  has  been  kept  there  for  a  number  of  years  by  Miss 
Lizzie  lUanding.     It  is  chietly  for  quite  small  children. 

Compared  with  the  schools  of  a  century  ago,  those  of  our  day  are  models,  it 
might  almost  be  said,  of  perfection.  It  would  seem  that  tlie  highest  limit  of 
excellence  in  many  res|)ects  had  been  nearly  reached.  Certainly  the  superi- 
ority of  the  present  systems  of  instruction,  as  a  whole,  over  previtnis  ones 
has  been  thoroughly  demonstrated.  Scarcely  too  much  can  be  said  that  is 
favorable  to  our  methods,  and  com[jaratively  little  that  is  censurable.  One 
question  has,  however,  recently  arisen,  wiiich  is  being  more  or  less  discussed, 
relating  to  the  amount  and  variety  of  work  attenipted  in  the  public  sciiools. 
There  is  an  opinion  that  our  system  as  at  piescnt  developed  has  in  it  a  too 
decided  forcing  element,  that  the  variety  and  extent  of  the  work  required  in 
a  given  lime  maintain  a  constant  pressure  which,  if  not  carefully  legulatetl. 
will   prove  to  be  injurious  to  growing  minds  and   liodios.     This   question  is 
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applicable  in  some  degree  to  teachers  as  well  as  pupils,  because  the  acquire- 
ments demanded  of  them  are  becoming  more  and  more  extensive  and  com- 
prehensive. If  this  opinion  proves  to  be  well  founded  and  our  common 
school  svstem  has  any  such  defect  in  its  construction,  the  bad  results  will  of 
course  manifest  themselves  unmistakably,  and  the  appearance  of  real  disease 
will  be  followed  by  the  ai)plication  of  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
eradicate  it ;  those  in  chari^e  of  the  education  of  the  masses  will  set  them- 
selves to  search  out  the  cause,  and  effect  the  cure,  and  our  town  will  not  be 
the  last  to  take  such  remedies  as  may  be  prescribed.  With  all  the  ambitious 
strides  forward  in  the  cause  of  free  and  general  education  in  our  common- 
wealth Attleborough  has  kept  pace,  and  she  may  look  back  over  the  work 
accomplished  with  much  satisfaction ;  and  justly  she  may  to-day  feel  proud 
of  her  public  schools,  their  buildings,  their  pupils,  their  teachers.' 


'  Some  Interesting  facts  rclalliifr  to  one  of  the  olil  cliurch  building's  an'l  a  district  ficlioolliou=c  have 
recently  come  to  tlie  writer's  kuowlcdire.  'J'liey  arc  jtiven  iierc  because  tliey  coidd  not  be  i)hiceil 
where  they  rl^ditfully  bcdonj;,  In  the  account  of  the  South  f!ai>Ust  Church  in  the  |>recedln>r  chapter. 
When  that  building  was  taken  down  the  great  solid  oak  timber:'  and  beams  were  l)ur(•ha^ed  l>y  the 
town  and  reincorporated  into  another  building  whicli  stood  very  no;irly  on  the  .-.ite  now  occupied  l>y 
Saint  Stephen's  Cliurcli,  wliicli  was  known  as  "  llie  yellow  sclioolhousc."  Sub-L(iucntly  tills  bnlhllna; 
was  either  torn  down  or  removed  bodily  to  a  site  near  where  the  church  formerly  stood,  and  then  It 
became  "  the  red  schoolhouse."  Wlicn  the  districts  were  abolished  and  their  i)ro])erty  sold  this  little 
schoolhouse  was  purchasi'd,  nioved  across  the  roa<l,  and  converted  Into  a  dwelling  liouse,  which  ll 
Btlil  continues  to  lie.  It  is  tlie  third  house  on  the  riglit  side  going  from  the  Dodgevllle  antl  Hebroii- 
vllle  Road  to  County  Street,  and  passing  by  the  "  old  Tillany  place." 
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CIIAPTi:i{   XII. 
mani;kacti;kks.  —  tiik  iu.oo.mkuv.  —  cotton  manlkactokiks,  ktc. 

AN  interesting  nitmufncture  was  establisiieil  in  this  town  previons  to  the 
Revolution.  It  was  called  in  those  (lavs  Pjloomery,  and  consisted 
of  furnaces  for  the  niaunfacture  of  iron.  Similar  manufactories  had  been 
erected  under  the  care  of  the  Leonards,  of  Taunton,  soon  after  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  lion  ore  was  fouiul  in  the  01<1  C(;l(niy  in  abundance,  and 
the  primeval  forests  of  the  country  supi)lied  cheap  and  abundant  fuel  for  tiic 
use  of  such  manufactories.  Furnaces  wore  founded  in  Taunton,  Oighton, 
and  Raynliam,  and  the  earliest  in  liraintree.  'J'he  Leonards  were  iron- 
mongeis  in  Pontypool,  AV'ales,  before  their  emigration  to  New  l^uglaud,  and 
were  familiar  with  all  tiie  i)rocesses  of  the  inauufacture.  In  lf)'.)5  two  of  the 
name,  Thomas  and  .lames,  .Jr.,  sons  of  the  emigrant  .lames,  establislied  the 
manufacture  in  Taiuiton  North  Purchase,  in  that  part  whicii  is  now  Norton, 
on  a  stream  called  by  them  Charllcy,  and  the  furnaces  were  known  as  the 
Chartley  Iron  "Works.  These  furnaces  were  run  for  over  a  hundred  years, 
and  by  father  and  son  through  four  generations.  This  establishment,  which 
was  near  our  territory,  maj'  liave  turned  attention  to  tliis  town  as  a  suitable 
place  for  a  similar  establishment. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  a  manufactory  of  this  kind,  was  established  here,  and 
located  in  that  part  of  the  village  of  East  AttU-borough  called  .Mechanicsviile, 
now  Mechanics.  Its  history  seems  to  have  passed  almost  from  the  memory 
of  the  neighborhood.  One  building,  however,  remained  for  a  long  time  after 
the  discontinuance  of  the  works,  and  is  within  the  rememl)rance  of  a  numl)cr 
of  persons  now  living. 

The  first  person  who  owned  a  forge  on  this  si)ot,  as  far  as  known,  was 
Robert  Saunderson,  a  merchant  of  Boston.  Previons  to  the  existence  of  the 
ii'on  works,  a  saw  and  grist  mill  had  been  standing  on  the  premises.  Tiiese 
works  were  occupied  and  carried  on  at  one  time  by  Thomas  Haylies,  probably 
as  overseer  or  superintendent,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  ownership  on  hi> 
part.  In  a  deed  from  .John  Sweet  to  Koi)ert  8aiu)derson  of  a  small  tract  of 
one  anil  one-half  acres  of  land  adjoining  these  premises  and  bearing  date 
February  22,  1712,  "in  the  sixteenth  vear  of  the  king's  reign,"  Saunderson 
is  callctl  **  Forge  Master,"  but  there  is  no  trace  of  tlie  date  of  his  original 
purchase  of  these  premises  and  the  estal)lishment  of  the  iron  works. 

Saunderson  was  said  to  l)e  an  Kngli>h  emigrant;  possibly  he  had  been  con- 
nected with   iron  Inisiness  in   his    native    country    and    naturally    turne<l   his 
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attention  to  it  in  this.  He  luiilt  a  dwclling-Lioiise,  it  is  said  after  tLo  Knglisli 
luodel  of  that  day,  where  he  lived  in  fashionable  style.  How  successful 
the  forge  proved  in  his  hand.s,  or  what  was  the  cause  of  his  selling  it,  does 
not  transi)ire,  but  on  ,luno  -20,  1712,'  it  passed  from  his  hands  into  those  of 
Hobert  Lightfoot,  also  a  uierciiant  of  lioston,  "  for  the  sum  of  £2000  ciurent 
money  of  the  province."  The  property  sold  to  him  consisted  of  "  about  fifteen 
acres  of  land,  including  the  Forge  Pond,  together  with  a  forge  containing  thiee 
fires,  and  a  cole  house,  Pigg  house,  two  dwellings  and  granary,  a  stable  on  said 
premises  standing,  and  all  the  utensils  belonging  to  and  proper  for  such  a 
forge  in  good  going  order,  the  whole  being  under  ye  occupation  of  Thomas 
Baylies." 

This  seems  to  have  l)een  only  a  part  of  Saunderson's  property  ni  this 
place,  for  on  July  1,  IT.'jO,  he  iDade  a  further  purcliase  of  John  Sweet,  a 
small  tract  of  land  containing  about  one  fourth  of  an  acre,  for  five  shillinf^s, 
and  subsequent  sales  are  also  recorded. 

"  Robert  Saunderson  of  Attleboro,  to  John  Merrit  of  Providence,  merchant, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Attlel)orough,  one  half  of  a  ceitain  tract  of  land 
twenty  acres,  on  Ten  Mile  River,  together  with  one  half  of  a  forge,  coal 
house,  dwelling  house,  barn  and  sundry  other  buildings.  April  2."),  1752. 
Witness 

Henry  Sweet.  ,  Before  Dan'l  Carpenter, 

Jon.  Capron.  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

.  ••  Robert  Saunderson,  Iron  Master  of  Attleboi'o'  £;)00,  to  John  Merrit,  a 
certain  tract  adjoining  my  house  lot,  twenty  five  acres,  another  containing 
twenty  four  acres."  This  is  dated  April  25,  17o2.  Also  a  tract  was 
sold  containing  sixty-five  acres,  and  another  containing  thirteen  acres,  five 
tracts  in  the  whole.  Saunderson  seems  therefore  to  have  retained  a  part 
interest  in  the  works  for  about  ten  years  after  the  sale  to  Liglitfoot,  but 
how  long  he  continued  his  residence  is  not  known.  There  is  no  finther 
mention  of  him,  but  the  facts  al)ove  given  are  suflicient  to  show  that  he  was 
a  man  of  su])stance,  and  that  the  iron  manufactory  must  proljablv  have 
been  a  considerable  one. 

Lightfoot  retained  his  ownership  here  about  seventeen  years,  until  17.")'J. 
Previous  to  that  time,  however,  he  had  left  town,  and  removed  to  Newiiort, 
K.  I.  He  seems  not  to  have  attended  personally  to  his  busines.s  here,  for  it 
is  supposed  that  ^fr.  Thomas  Cobb  was  conducting  the  works,  either  by  lease 
or  as  superintendent,  as  early  .as  174.S,  and  the  jirevious  overseer,  Thomas 
Ravlies,  may  have  continued  until  that  time.     It  was  probably  through  the 

'  The  ilato  of  this  transfer  Is  also  given  as  .fauunry  5,  174J.    The  Killtor  Is  unable  to  say  which  U  the 
correct  one. 
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iiilluencc  of  liis  fntlioi-in-hiw,  ,I:unes  Leonnnl,  .Ir.,  of  Norton,  that  Mr.  Col.l, 
turned  iiis  attention  to  this  occupation,  and  later  became  the  piircliaser  .!f 
these  works. 

May  22,  17.-)!),  Kobert  Lightfoot,  of  Newport,  H.  I.,  -Iron  Master,"  con- 
veyed to  Tliomas  Cohl),  of  Taunton,  tl)ese  premises,  or  his  sliare  of'tlu m 
whicli  then  incUuled  "liftcen  acres  of  hind,  toirether  with  a  forjre,  consistii,.^ 
of  three  fires,  a  coal  house,  three  dwelling-houses,  a  stable,  andliil  the  other 
buildings  standing  on  the  said  land  :  and  all  the  utensils  belonging  to  sai.l 
forge  and  premises;  all  which  premises  aforesaid,  with  the  appintenauccs 
are  to  be  taken  and  received  by  the  said  Thomas  Cobb,  in  the  perfect  state, 
quality,  and  condition,  they  are  now  in."  In  addition  to  these  properties,' 
which  are  nearly  identical  with  those  sold  by  Saunderson  to  Lightfoot,  there 
were  added  the  "  remains  of  an  AirFuruMce,  and  Boring  Mill,  with  scales  for 
weighing,  and  weights  thereto  belonging."  This  deed  was  dated  Mav  2i, 
"in  the  a2ndyear  of  the  reign  of  his  most  sacred  majesty  George  the  Second,' 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  soforth,  and  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  nine."  At  tlie  same  tiiiio 
John  Merrit,of  Providence,  and  .^largaret  Merrit,  his  wife,  convev  their 
portion  of  this  property  to  ^fr.  Cobb. 

For  six  or  seven  years  after  these  purchases  Mr.  Cobb  evidently  continued 
to  conduct  the  works,  but  on  January  22,  ITCa,  it  is  recorded  that  he  con- 
veyed his  entire  property  in  this  town  to  his  son  .Jonathan  Cobb.  It  is  also 
evident  that  nolwitiistanding  this  transfer  he  continued  to  reside  here  and 
occupy  the  "  mansion  house  "  included  in  the  conveyance,  as  it  is  known  lie 
was  here  in  1770.  What  tin's  arrangement  was  can  only  be  conjectured. 
Perhaps  it  was  like  some  firms  to-day,  where  one  member  supplies  the  capital 
and  becomes  a  "  silent  partner,"  and  the  business  is  conducted  in  the  other's 
name. 

No  record  appears  of  the  date  of  the  sale  of  the  property  by  .Tonatli.m 
Cobb,  but  it  was  probably  not  far  from  1800.  The  purchasei;'was  Nathaniel 
Robinson,  who  worked  the  forge  for  a  time,  but  finally  convened  the  estab- 
lishment into  a  blacksmith's  shop,  gristmill,  etc.  He  sold  either  ou  Julv  2t; 
or  August  4,  180'.».  to  Elijah  Ingraliam,  of  Pawtucket,  Kzra  and  .label  Ingra- 
hain,  and  Menry  Sweet,  of  this  town  —  it  is  said  for  the  sum  of  S.'),0()0.  Ilis 
property  was  described  as  "land,  containing  a  dwelling-house,  barn,  corn- 
crib,  grist  and  saw-mill,  trip  hammer  shop,  and  all  buildings  thereon,"  and 
there  was  a  reservation  of  a  watering  place  "  one  rod  wide,"  in  favor  of  one 
Kichardson. 

The  first  cotton  mill  here  was  erected  in  1«11,  and  the  first  firm  was 
Inc.raham,  Kichaudson  it  Co.  This  firm  also  put  up  the  first  tenement 
house  on  the  place.  The  members  were  Elijah  and  Ezra  Ingraliam,  Al)iatliar 
Kichardson,  Jr.,  Henry  Sweet,  Closes  Hichardson,  Daniel  Cobb,  an<l  .losiah 
Whitaker.     Daniel   Cobb  owned   a   one-sixteenth    share,  which    he    sold    to 
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Whituker  September  ;^  1«21,  and  on  June  1.^,  1821,  Whitakei-  ulso  pnrclKisecl 
.label  Ingraham's  sbavc  of  the  property.     AVhitaker  was  from  Providouce. 

The  second  firm  was  Wmitakkk,  Kiciiakoson  &  Co.  The  next  took  the 
name  of  Thk  Mkchanics  Mani:i-actukin(;  Co.,  tlie  firm  being  Samuel  and 
Jesse  Carpenter.  Some  two  years  subsequent  to  tlie  erection  of  this  mill 
the  factory  just  above  on  the  river  was  built,  and  from  tlie  fact  that  the 
neighboring  farmers  had  supplied  a  large  proportion  of  the  money  for  its 
con'struction  it  was  called  ''The  Farmers'  Factory,^'  though  at  tl»e  same  time 
it  was  also  known  as  "  The  Bliss  Factory."  The  one  of  which  we  arc  writing 
had  been  called  ''The  Ingraham  and  Richardson,"  and  later  "The  Carpenter 
Factory,"  but  mistakes  occurred,  names  and  factories  freriuently  got  '-mixed," 
and  therefore  the  name  of  "  Mechanics"  was  given  to  this  factory  in  order 
to  clearly  distinguish  it  from  the  othei'.  The  mistakes  arc  easily  accounted 
for  bv  the  fact  that  Samuel  and  .Icsst;  Carpenter,  .Fonathan,  George,  and  Zcba 
Bliss'  bought  the  two  mills  conjointly,  and  if  they  were  called  by  the  names 
of  the  owners,  either  might  be  meant  and  confusion  ensue.  A  division  was 
finally  etTected,  and  the  liliss  brothers  took  the  "  Farmers'."  This  was  not 
far  from  1S30,  it  is  said,  and  then  probably  the  name  was  chosen. 

While  owned  and  conducted  by  the  last-named  firm,  the  ^Mechanics  estab- 
lishment had  about  forty  looms,  ten  hundred  and  thirty-six  spindles,  Patterson 
machinery,  and  manufactured  annually  of  calico  prints,  No.  27,  about  21»  1,000 
yards.  The  number  of  hands  employed  was  thirty-eight,  twenty-seven  of 
"them  females.  The  building  was  eighty-four  foet  long  by  thirty-two  wide, 
and  three  stories  high.  Connected  with  it  were  the  old  trip  hammer  shop 
and  gristmill. 

The  village  formerly  constituted  the  school  district  No.  22.  and  in  IS.'U 
there  were  thirty-five  scholars  in  families  belonging  to  the  establishment,  and 
a  school  was  kept  from  six  to  eight  months  during  the  year,  with  an  average 
of  twenty-four  in  attendance.  Twenty-three  years  previous  to  that  time  the 
village  numbered  one  child. 

There  were  formerly  many  joint  owners  of  this  property,  and  for  several 
years  changes  were  frequent.  Dates  of  some  of  these  have  been  ascertained. 
April  1,  1S25,  Moses  Richardson  and  Josiah  Whitaker  sold  their  shares  to 
Jesse  Carpenter,  Samuel  Carpenter.  Jonathan,  Zeba,  and  Martin  Bliss,  of 
this  town,  and  Pretate  Ingraham,  of  Pawtucket,  and  on  July  KJ,  of  the  same 
year,  they  bought  Henry  Sweet's  share.  August  12,  l.S2i»,  Martin  Bliss  sold 
to  Samud  Carpenter;  June  30,  1^31,  Jesse  Carpenter  sold  to  him;  and 
October  31,  1H31,  Jonathan  and  George  Bliss  also.  February  17,  is31, 
Sanmel  Carpenter  sold  a  portion  of  the  property  to  Albert  Carpenter,  and  on 
November  20,  1S3.S,  lie  bought  A.  A.  Richardson's  •  share.  Some  time  .luring 
these  years  an  addition   was  built  to  the  mill,  and  eight  looms  added.     At 


'  Son  or  Ablftlluir  IJlclinnl.-on,  a  ))rcvlous  <i\vner. 
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length  the  company  came  to  consist  of  Samuel  and  Albert  Carpenter,  and  in 
1851  they  were  ol)li_uod  to  suspend  operations.  Their  affairs  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  lvol>ert  Sherman,  Esq.,  of  Pawtucket,  and  the  author  of  this 
work,  the  late  John  Daggett.  They  sold  the  piojierty  at  auction,  and  S.  and 
W.  Foster,  of  Providence,  hecame  the  purchaseis. 

They  ran  the  mill  until  1.S71,  when  a  .stock  company  was  formed,  which 
enlarged  the  mill  to  carry  one  hundred  and  fifty  looms.  The  otlicers  of  this 
company  were  Samuel  Foster,  i)resident,  Chester  A.  Dresser,  treasurer,  and 
N.  Ilicks,  agent;  the  latter  assuming  his  po.sition  in  Decemlter  of  that  year. 
This  corporation  sold  out  in  Oclobei',  1S78,  to  the  present  owners,  Foster  »!t 
Nightingale.  Since  1S71  there  have  been  several  additions  made  to  the  mill, 
which  is  now  three  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  forty-eight  feet  wide,  and 
three  stories  high  with  an  attic.  It  has  three  ]^s,  one  eighty  feet  by  forty- 
five,  another  sixty  by  thirty,  and  the  third  sixty-five  by  forty,  each  two  stories 
high.  There  are  now  one  hundred  and  seventy  looms,  and  eight  thousand 
and  eight  spindles,  and  about  one  hundred  and  forty  hands  are  einployeil. 
'J'here  are  400,000  pounds  of  cotton  consumed  annually,  and  about  •2,<^00,000 
yards  of  cloth  woven.  Print  cloths,  shirting,  twills,  and  crinkle,  or  seer- 
sucker, are  made  hei'C.  Connected  with  the  mill  are  tiiirty-three  tenements,  a 
superintendent's  house,  two  storehouses,  a  barn,  ollice,  etc.  During  3Ir. 
Hicks'  superintendence,  which  embraced  the  period  of  strikes,  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  one  never  occurred  here — a  fact  that  speaks  well  for  his 
management.  He  continued  in  charge  for  nearly  sixteen  years,  and  resigned 
in  the  early  spring  of  1887.  He  left  town  iu  April  of  that  year,  and  at  the 
same  time  his  successor,  Mr.  Edward  Chandler,  took  charge.  He  still  retains 
the  position.' 

Statistics  show  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  1800  there  were  eighty-seven 
cotton  mills  in  the  United  States.  The  prospects  of  prosperity  were  such 
that  many  more  were  being  erected,  and  one  result  of  the  war  of  IS  12  was 
to  increase  and  extend  this  branch  <jf  manufactures.  Our  town  had  its  share 
iu  this  increase  of  the  cotton  industry.  The  1>kavi;u  Dam  Factouv  •'  whicii 
stood  on  the  race-way  of  Whiting's  pond,"  became  a  cotton  mill  in  isd'.t. 
This  mill  was  erected  before  1800.  It  was  at  first  in  Wrentham,  but  the 
change  in  the  town  lines  brought  it  within  the  limits  of  Attleborough.  It  was 
used  as  a  nail  factory  for  several  years  by  George  Blackinton  and  John  Rich- 
ardson, with  probably  John  Fuller  and  William   lilackinton lohn  Hichard- 

son  being  agent.  The  building  was  forty  feet  long,  twenty  feet  wide,  and 
one  story  high,  and  built  of  wood.  All  kinds  of  cut  nails  were  made,  and 
three  or  four  heading  tools  and  two  cutting  machines  were  run.  The  origiind 
owners  sold  to  Captain  Chester  Bugbee  and  Mr.  Haven. 


>  I>ecciuberl2,18'.ll,  tills  tnlll  was  partially  ilc>troyc<|  by  lire,  caii>suil  In  the  usual  way  —  home  ufcl'lcul 
to  a  kerosene  lantern  or  lanip.  It  was  soon  reliullt,  Wut  the  owners  have  i;eftseil  o|)eratlons,  anil  It  lias 
been  uiioi;i«|>le(l  for  some  time.  The  liullillii};  Is  now  partly  hrlck.  Ruinora  of  Its  purchase  an<l 
occui>anry  by  jewelry  ilrms  have  been  heuni,  but  no  Uellutte  fads. 


HISTOIiY  OF  ATTLEBOnOUGII.  343 

Captain  liugboc  formed  n.  conii)aiiy  witli  John  Richardson,  George  IJIack- 
inton,  David  Sliephurd,  El)ciKV.or  Drnpor,  Lemuel  Mav,  and  Samuel  Tiftt. 
They  added  a  story  to  the  mill  and  thirty  feet  in  length  at  one  end.  Their 
manufactory  liad  about  twenty  looms  am]  five  hundred  spindles,  and  about 
a  thousand  yards  of  cloth  were  made  per  week.  Captain  Bugbee  sold  his 
interest  to  William  Klaekiuton  in  1812.  The  others  continued  some  five 
years  longer.  The  l)usiness  was  a  i)rospeiT)us  one  until  the  occurrence  of  a 
panic  in  1817.  After  that  the  factory  was  pin-chased  hy  Lemuel  I\lay  and 
Daniel  Cobb,  who  carried  on  the  sume  business  for  about  ten  years,  or  until 
1828.  Early  in  that  year  Captain  nugbee  and  ^Villiam  Iluven  '  owned  and 
occupied  it.     Finally,  in  the  summer  of   18;)2,  it  was  burned. 

The  Falls  Factokv,  so  called,  was  built  by  Tin:  Falls  jMANUKACTUiUNCi 
CoMi'ANY,  •which  was  incori)()rate(l  February  ];5.  bSLJ.  There  has  been  a 
mill  on  this  spot  almost  since  the  time  the  history  of  the  town,  as  a  town, 
began,  .loseph  Daggett  put  up  a  "  corn  mill  "  here,  at  what  exact  date  is 
not  known,  but  it  must  have  been  pievious  to  170;').  How  long  he  held  i)os- 
session  or  to  whom  he  sold  the  premises  is  not  known.  There  was  also  a 
sawmill  here  very  early.  In  the  time  of  the  devolution  the  property  was 
owned  by  Lieutenant  Jonathan  Stanley,  an  olliccr  in  the  Continental  Army. 
It  descended  to  his  son,  Arteinas  Stanley,  who,  in  1800  or  1810,  sold  the 
privilege  to  the  "Stock  Company"  in  which  Artemas,  Stephen,  and  Jacob 
Stanley,  Edward  Richards,  Otis  Rlackinton,  and  "Squire"  Cheever  were 
the  largest  stockholders.  This  company,  as  above  stated,  was  incorporated 
in  181o.  About  that  time,  or  a  little  later,  Artemas  Stanley  withdrew  from 
the  company,  and  still  later  there  were  other  changes  ;  but  beyond  the  fact 
itself  little  is  known.  Hon.  Ebenezer  Daggett  was  at  one  time  a  one-fourth 
owner  in  the  company,  but  at  what  date  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  The 
privilege  here  has  about  thirty  feet  fall  and,  as  has  been  seen,  was  the  first 
mill  seat  occupied  in  town. 

The  first  factory  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1801).  In  February,  1811, 
after  having  been  in  operation  only  about  a  year,  it  was  burned  down  but 
was  immediately  relKiilt.  In  this  factory  at  first  cotton  yarn  was  spun  and 
"the  weaving  was  done  on  hand  looms  in  neiglib(jring  families." -'  One  of 
these  old  looms  has  been  kept  till  the  present  time  in  the  Stanley  family  — 
descendants  of  those  of  the  name  who  were  owners  in  the  first  cotton  mill. 
A  part  of  the  original  building  still  remains  and  is  now  in  use  as  a  jewelry 
shop.     At  one  time  there  was  a  gristmill  in  the  basement  of  this  building, 


'It  would  sccin  that  Biif^bec  and  ILiven  piintliascil  for  the  socond  tliiic,  or  that  tlicy  had  owned  the 
l>roi)erty  fioin  lijitfl,  ami  the  luirchasc  hy  May  and  Col.h  Included  only  the  business,  or  still  again  that 
the  original  owners  sold  to  IJu^hco  alone,  and  lluven  hecami'  part  owner  oidy  lu  ISiS.  The  various 
ac«;ounts,  which  are  proliahly  taken  from  memory  partly,  seem  to  dilVer. 

'This  WU8  the  ca-e  with  all  the  Ni'w  Kni,'land  cotton  mills  up  ti>  lili,  their  work  liclnK  eontined  to 
the  epiuidng  of  yai-n,  anil  all  the  weaving  hcliigdoiic  "  in  the  homes  of  the  people,"  on  the  ponderous 
hand  looms  of  the  duv. 
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and  it  is  said  tbat  the  grinder  took  iiis  toll  in  a  rather  dark  corner  of  the 
apartment. 

The  business  prospered  and  increased  and  about  ISMO  the  establisliinonl 
was  employing  forty  hands,  twenty-live  of  Iheni  females.  It  consumed  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  New  C)i  leans  ci^tton  per  year,  and  inanufactmod 
250,000  yards  of  chjth.  light  calieo  printing,  Xo.  20.  The  building  was 
of  wood,  seventy  feet  by  thirty-four,  and  three  stories  high.  A  new  reservoir 
•was  raised  here  in  IM.')!,  which  covei-eil  an  area  of  one  liundred  and  tweiitv- 
five  acres.  Connected  with  this  establishment  were  a  niachine  shop,  a  saw- 
mill, a  blacksmitli's  shop,  and  a  gristmill.  In  addition  to  this  factory,  a 
new,  handsome,  and  durable  l)uilding  made  of  stone  inocured  in  the  neighbor- 
hood was  erected  in  l.s;Jl.  This  was  sixty-eight  feet  Ijy  thirty-eight,  four 
stories  high,  with  a  projection  o{  fifteen  feet,  and  was  tilled  with  new  and 
improved  machinery.  It  was  run  by  Jonathan  and  George  Bliss,  who,  some 
two  or  three  years  later,  cinjjloyed  about  forty  hands. 

TJie  Bliss  brothers  C(Mitinued  here  a  mimbei-of  years.  In  18 lit  II.  N.  and 
H.  M.  Daggett  formed  a  partnersiup  to  enter  the  cotton  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. They  first  '•  bought  out  the  Browns,"^  who  wt;re  then  operating  a  part 
of  this  mill,  and  subsecpiently  they  [)urchased  both  ti)e  mill  and  the  village. 
They  continued  here  until  18.'j,')  or  l.s.'iC,  when  II.  M.  Richards  purchased  the 
property  by  exchange.  In  1S.j7  he  built  the  large  stone  Jnill  standing  on  the 
site  of  the  cotton  mill,  intending  to  use  it  as  a  jewelry  manufactory,  but 
owing  to  the  depression  in  business  at  that  time  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
the  idea.  Not  long  after  this  time  II.  N.  Daggett  repurchased  the  property, 
and  a  few  years  later  it  was  converted  to  its  present  use,  that  of  a  braid 
manufactory. 

The  Fakmkus'  Factoky  was  established  in  18 13.  The  water  privilege 
belonged  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  Babcock  farm,  which  was  then  owned 
by  William  Kichardson,  and  of  him  the  I'\irmers'  association  made  the  pur- 
chase. Previous  to  this  time  it  is  said  a  nail  factory  and  a  gristmill  stood 
on  the  borders  of  the  pond,  which  was  then  only  about  half  its  present  size. 
The  association  which  built  the  mill  was    known   as  the   "Farmers'  ^lanu- 


'  These  Urowiis  were  John  and  Ilciiry,  hrothcrs.  Tliey  were.  It  Is  s.-iid,  miisuns  by  trailc,  ami  them- 
selves  built  ihc  first  stone  factory  on  this  >ite,  which  they  operateil  for  a  time.  Of  John  an  aniu?in>C 
story  Is  toM  which  is  authentic,  and  may  lie  found  In  ncnodict's  History  of  the  Baptists.  The  inci- 
dent occurred  while  the  town  constituted  thi!  two  earlic-.t  pariKlios,  the  "  First"  antl  "  Second,"  anil  the 
churches  were  supported  by  public  taxes  levied  on  all  voters.  .Mr.  lirowu  being- a  l!aptl.•^t  prcferrcil 
to  assist  the  church  of  his  own  f;iith  and  not  the  two  Con;rrejralional  <-hurchos  for  which  the  citl/cns 
or  freemen  were  taxed.  Upon  one  occasion,  when  asked  by  the  projier  aulhoritle>  for  the  amount  of 
his  tax,  he  declined  to  pay  it.  lie  wa>  told  if  he  continued  of  that  ndiid  his  property  would  be 
attached,  bill  that  ilbl  not  move  him.  N.>t  louir  after  he  started  to  drive  to  rrovidem-e  on  bu-lnc--'. 
On  reaching' Oldtowu  he  was  tohl  If  he  did  not  pay  his  ilues  his  horse  and  wajron  would  be  taken. 
**  Vcrj'  well,"  he  replied,  "  you  can  take  the  horse  and  waK"n;  I  sha'n't  pay;  "  and  he  left  them  there 
and  walked  home.  In  due  time  they  were  sold  at  auction,  and  being  of  a  mind  to  rCKaIn  his  property 
Mr.  Brown  scut  u  man  to  the  sale  to  bid  them  In  for  him.  We  may  hope  his  con.scleiice  wa.s  eased  by 
tills  mode  of  procedure. 
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factuiin"-    Company."     Not  f:ir  from   l-S.OO  it  c:uiio  into  tlio  possession  of  tlic 
Bliss  Brolbeis,  —  its  piurliase  of  tlio  J-^xrmers'  Company  has  been  previously 
i  referred  to  in  the  account  of  the  Mechanics'  mill,  —and  in  180-1  it  was  owned 

!  bv  Jonathan  and  Georijo   Bliss,  who  carried  on  cotton  maimfacturing  there. 

\  The  number  of  hands    employed    at    that    time  was  twenty-three,  of  whom 

j  seventeen  were  females.     The  number  of  bales  of  New  Orleans  cotton  eon- 

i  sumed  per  year  was  about  seventy-five,  and  the  number  of  yards  of  cloth  — 

'  calico  printing;    No.    30 -- manufactured    13:),000.     The  privilege   tlierc   has 

I  about  thirteen  feet  fall. 

j  Tlie  business  after  a  time  proved  (o  be  unremuncrative  and  was  abandoned, 

I  and  in  ISo-t  the  property  was  sold  at  auction  and  struck  off  to  II.  ^l.  Rich- 

'  ards.     About  a  year  later  it  was  purchased  by  II.  N.  and  II.  :\I.  Daggett,  liy 

I  exchange   of  the  Falls  mill  property.     They  made  shoestrings  at  one  time. 

Mr.  H.  N.   Daggett  occupied    the  mill   for    the    making  of  certain    kinds  of 
!  braid,  chiefly  those  for  hoopskirts  :    and  subsequently  :\Ir.    II.  M.  Daggett 

I  used  it  for  the  making  of  thread  and  knitting  cotton. 

I  For  some   years  after   the   various    forms   of  cotton    manufacturing  were 

j  given  up  the  mill  was    used   as    an    iron    foundry.     Bishop  &   Gavitt   first 

occupied  it  for  this  purpose.  They  made  Attlelwrough,  (iueen.  Victory,  and 
Eclectic  ranges.  New  Golden  Eagle  furnaces,  many  kinds  of  hollow  ware, 
and  a  new  kind  of  hot-air  furnace,  invented  by  .^fr.  Gavitt.  This  firm  re- 
mained several  years,  and  were  followed  by  Spieerb,  who  carried  on  the  same 
business.  The  building  is  at  present  unoccupied,  and  has  been  so  for  several 
years.     It  is  owned  by  :Mr.  II.  N.  Daggett.' 

The  City  Factouy,  situated  on  the  Seven  IMile  River,  the  only  cotton 
factory  on  the  river,  was  built  in  1813.  It  was  incorporated  by  Act  of 
Legislature,  February  7,  1818,  under  the  name  of  ''  The  Attlebf)rough  City 
Mamifacturing  Company."  The  members  at  first  were  Joel  Read,  Lemuel 
May,  Carlos  Barrows,  Squire  French,  Fbenezer  and  Nathaniel  Allen.  It  was 
burned  in  1820  and  rebuilt  immediately.  The  second  building  was  forty  feet 
by  thirty-four  and  three  stories  high.  The  number  of  hands  employed  seven 
or  eight  years  later  was  seventeen,  of  whom  twelve  were  females.  It  ran 
seven  hundred  spindles  and  twenty  looms,  consumed  fifty  bales  of  New 
Orleans  cotton,  and  produced  about  1,800  yards  of  cloth  per  week,  or  at  the 
rale  of  93,600  yards  annually.  In  connection  witlv  it  was  a  machine  shop 
which  emploved  twelve  workmen,  and  a  grocery  store.  The  firm  owning  and 
running  the"  mill  at  this  time  was  called  Daniel  Read  .t  Co.  Of  the  sub- 
sequent hibtorv  of  this  mill   property  but  little  has  been  ascertained.      It  has 


'Mr.  Dat'^'Ctt  ,MM-,ha.e.l  the  property  of  l>i»  brother.  H.  M.  DaK'^ctt.  .ma  ^ol.l  U  to  the  North  .Mile- 
lK>ro„«h  Stca.n  «n.l  Kloclric  Ccnpany,  which  fscl  It  ...  h  power.hou.c      J.uu.ary  '.  I"*-'*.  "<=  l'<'">'- 
hou.e>vns  .lotrovcl  l.y  r.re.    This  was  a.,  a.l.litio..  to  the  ol-l  fa.-tory  hull.U..«  proper,  whl.h  latur 
iH-a,.e.l  even  s.r'lous  .la...age   f.o..,   the   lire,  th.-   u-reaten  .lan.age   beinji  ......lal..e.l   by   the  .o-tly 

cleetrle  nmehh.ery.    The  mill  has  been  ilcstroye.l.  an.i  a  i.cw  power-house  built. 
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passed  through  various  hands  and  Iktmi  used  for  various  purposes.  It  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Nottingham  Knitting  Co.,  and  owned  bv  Mr.  Jaiii,.-> 
Orr.  Mr.  Orr  purchased  the  jn-operty  aJ>out  twenty  years  ago  of  Barton 
Cushman.  louring  his  ownersiiii*  tlie  mill  was  for  a  time  run  by  his  son-in- 
law,  Mr.  Henry  May,  and  at  oni-  time  Kead  iV;  Gridin  rented  it  and  manu- 
factured cotton  yarns. 

The  knitting  company  have  seven  liand-macliines,  and  their  manufactures 
have  consisted  of  ladies'  jaclcets,  leggings,  and  mittens.  At  |iieseut  thev  are 
making  only  the  latter,  and  aliout  forty  dozen  per  day.  ^Vith  one  of  those 
macliincs  a  man  can  turn  out  from  ton  to  twelve  dozen  a  day.  ]\Ir.  Orr  does 
also  a  dyeing  and  bleaching  iiu.-iness,  and  ai>out  tlu'ee  thousand  pounds  of 
yarn  pass  through  his  IkukIs  each  day.  Oi-der.s  for  this  work  from  all  over 
the  country  are  filled. 

Lakesvili.k  Factokv,  situated  on  Ablt(>tt's  Kun,  was  built  in  18:^0.  It 
was  seventy  feet  long,  thirty-six  wide,  and  sixty  feet  high,  including  four 
stories  and  the  garret,  and  generally  employed  about  70  hands,  of  whom  .JU 
were  females.  It  consumed  four  bales  of  New  Orleans  cotton  per  week,  and 
manufactured  400,000  yards  of  calico  printing  cloth.  No.  2.j.  per  vear. 
The  mill  ran  two  thousand  spindles  and  fifty  looms.  The  privilege  had  then 
about  twelve  feet  fall.  Connected  with  the  mill  were  a  gristmill,  sawmill, 
machine-sjiop  for  repairs,  and  a  variety  store.  In  18."1  it  was  owned  hy 
Milton  Barrows  and  others,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  built  it.  The  estab- 
lishment created  around  it  a  neat  and  handsome  little  village,  like  many  of 
the  New  England  factory  villages.' 

The  first  mill  erected  here  was  burned.  The  second  one  on  the  site  was 
built  about  1817,  by  John  Kennedy,  and  in  I80:.'  or  iS.'jo  it  was  purchased 
by  Gideon  L.  Spencer,  of  Pawtucket,  and  was  leased  by  him  to  various 
parties,  as  follows  :  from  185;5  till  1806.  to  Jonathan  Chace  ;  from  18.')G  till 
18G2,  to  Timothy  Karle  and  James  H.  Chace;  from  18G2  till  bsG4  to 
Timothy  Karle  and  Kufus  J.  Stafford;  fnnn  18C4  till  1807,  to  John  V. 
Adams.  On  July  22,  18G7,  ISVv.  Adams  purchased  the  estate.  The  mill  and 
village  are  now  called  Adamsdale.  In  1^72  the  owner  enlarged  the  mill, 
about  doubling  its  former  capacity.  ()n  October  2G.  ISSl.  it  was  destroye<l 
by  lire.  In  1NS2  the  present  mill  was  erected.  ^Ir.  .Vdams  had  previously 
manufactured  print  cloths  and  some  yarn,  but  since  the  opening  of  the  new 
building  has  conlined  himself  entirely  to  the  nndving  of  fine  numbers  of 
cotton  yarns.     The    mill    contaiu-s   five   thousand  and  forty  spindles  of  rini: 


'  Tills  llltlo  struaiii,  AliboU's  Uiin,  wliioli  rlsc>  .iii"!  tL'niilii.itf>  In  Cuinlifilaiul,  lt>  wliole  course  in'l 
being  more  than  et;;lit  ur  nine  miles.  Is  :il>lc  to  furnl-li  water- powor  for  i-c\ci-al  fn(;t()rlc>  an<l  other 
mill?.  At  the  perio"!  when  this  work  wa-  lirst  luihlUhC'l  there  were  lour  of  the  former.  The  first  \v:i- 
Wuleott's,  In  CUimhei  lan<! ;  the  next  Lane-viile,  in  Attlchoroiii;!! ;  the  tlilnl,  Krenrh's  faetory  In  Kobln 
Hollow,  .«o  calleil;  an«l  the  fourth  Ahhott's  Knn  mlWa,  whhh  lncluile>l  two  factories.  «)n  thl«  .«trcaiii 
abovfi  Lnncsvlllc  were  then  also  several  gristmills,  sawmill.-,  n>achlnc  shops,  etc.  On  a  braiuli  of 
tliU  ^l^onm  near  Its  junction  with  the  ISIaekstone  was  Ciiri)entcr's  factory. 
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frames  and  preparations,  besides  twisters,  reels,  chain  and  beam  warpers, 
etc.  Abont  lifty  liands  are  employed,  and  all  but  seven  arc  of  foreign 
birth  or  extraction.  Tiic  consumption  of  cotton  is  about  five  hundred  bales 
annually,  and  about  one  linndred  and  ciirhty  tiionsand  pounds  of  yarn  are 
produced.  These  yarns  are  made  in  chain  warps,  skeins,  or  on  beams, 
and  are  sold  largely  in  the  New  York  and  l^hilndelpliia  markets. 

Savs  a  writer  :  "The  embargo  of  l-SOT— s  l)enciited  manufacturers  at  the 
expense  of  commerce,  and  much  of  t!ie  capital  and  effort  engaged  in 
the  latter  were  directed  U)  industrial  channols."  Its  elTect  is  proved  by 
the  statement  made  lliat  previous  to  the  embargo  there  were  only  llfteen 
cotton  mills  in  the  United  States,  and  furthermore  that,  according  to  statis- 
tics, at  the  end  of  less  than  a  year  and  a  half  tiiat  number  had  swelled  to 
nearly  a  hundred.  Of  tliat  number  of  establisiiments  in  operation  our  town 
had  two,  the  IJeaver  Dam  factory,  before  mentioned,  and  the  one  at  Dodge- 
ville. 

Dodge's  Factoio'  was  establislied  in  1800,  by  ICbenezer  'I'yler,  Ivscj.,  of 
Pawtucket,  Xehemiah  Dodge,  Peter  Grinnell  &  Son,  and  Abncr  Daggett, 
of  Providence,  Klias  Ingraham,  Edward  Richardson,  and  Daniel  Ikvbcock, 
of  Attleborough,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tin;  ArrLKiJOiiofGH  ^Ianukactlimng 
Company,  Ebenezer  Tyler,  Agent.  The  building  at  first  was  H-S  feet  by  ol, 
and  three  stories  high,  including  the  basement  story.  During  the  war  of  1H12 
and  until  the  early  part  of  the  year  1815,  it  is  said  that  '*  manufactures 
throughout  the  country  continued  to  progress  with  unprecedented  activity," 
and  this  mill  was  greatly  benefited  by  this  increase  of  business.  In  182U  it 
contained  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  spindles,  when  Josiah  AV^hitaker  and 
John  C.  Dodge,  of  Providence,  purchased  one  half  of  it.  In  the  spring  of 
181-2  the  name  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Tvi.ku  ^Manukactl  uiN(;  CV>jifanv 
under  the  agency  of  J.  C.  Dodge.  In  1822  Nehemiaii  Dodge  and  .Tohn  C. 
Dodge,  his  son,  purchased  the  remainder  of  the  factory,  and  continued  the 
business  under  the  style  of  N.  »&  .1.  C.  Dtuxa;.  In  1821)  they  built  an  addi- 
tion to  the  factory  of  ninety-six  feet,  making  it  18i  feet  by  ."51.  It  then 
contained  four  thousand  spindles  and  ninety-two  power  looms,  and  gave 
employment  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  hands. 

The  author's  words  as  written  about  1N.>I  are  :  "  It  is  the  largest  eslablish- 
nieut  of  the  kind  in  town.  The  village,  whicli  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Dodgeville,  has  been  recently  very  much  improved  under  the  superinten<lence 
of  the  present  agent.  It  contains  a  population  of  two  Imndrcd  and  sixty 
persons  (all  connected  with  the  manufactuiing  estal)lishmenl) ,  one  machine 
shop,  oiii;  picker  house,  one  store,  one  l)lacksmith's  shop,  four  barns,  ami 
fifteen  dwellinii-houscs,  many  of  them  new.  It  forms  district  No.  2;'>.  and 
has  a  new.  commodious,  and  nnfommonly  well-finished  school  house,  wlu'ri-  a 
s^chool  is  kept  the  greater  part  of  the  year."  Some  at  least  of  all  this  is 
tiiie  at   the   present  time.     Tiiere   is   no  larger  estalilishment   of  the  kind   in 
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town.  —  the  Ilt'ltion  luill  boiiig  only  its  equal.  —  the  village  is  certniiilv  picttv 
and  well  cared  for  under  the  present  sui>erintendenee,  and  it  has  the  new 
schoolhouse,  of  which  may  i)e  said  ([uile  all  that  was  said  of  its  i)redecessor 
of  fifty  years  ago  ;  but  most  of  the  figures  nuist  be  enlargcil.  The  last-named 
partnership  continued  until  about  IMIO,  when  the  son  purchased  the  father's 
interest  and  continued  the  business  alone,  lie  niude  further  additions  to  the 
factory  and  increased  the  number  of  looms  to  one  hundred  and  thirtv-six. 
Subsequently  reverses  came,  and  in  June,  l.s,')l.  the  property  was  sold  at 
auction. 

Messrs.  H.  B.  and  K.  Knight  became  the  purchasers  and  subsequently 
Stephen  A.  Knight,  another  brother,  was  admitted  to  the  business.  In  1870 
these  owners  were  incorporated,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  SlOO.OOO,  under 
the  name  of  IIkhuon  Manuiactliunc;  Companv,  to  wliich  the  mill  here  and 
at  Ilebronville  belong.  The  mill  building  here,  which  is  of  wooil,  is  three 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  sixty  feet  wide,  and  four  stories  high  with  two 
wings.  It  contains  twenty-two  thousand  spindles,  five  hundred  looms,  and  is 
run  by  both  water  and  steam  power.  About  two  hundred  and  thirty  hands 
arc  employed,  sixty  per  cent,  of  whom  aie  males.  There  are  used  here 
yearly  1,2.")0,000  pounds  of  cotton  and  2, .500, 000  yards  of  cloth  are  made. 
This  is  the  well-known  and  favorite  '-Fruit  of  the  Loom."  There  are  a 
hundred  tenements  connected  with  the  mill  besides  other  buildings,  includiuLi 
offices,  etc.  The  number  of  spindles  and  looms  has  increased  over  fivefold 
since  the  date  of  the  figures  given  above,  and  doubtless  the  consumption  aud 
production  in  a  similar  ratio,  but  the  nund)er  of  hands  employed  has  not 
quite  doubled,  which  shows  the  wonderful  improvement  in  machinery  during 
the  past  fifty  years. 

A  short  time  since"  a  lire  broke  out  here  which  for  a  time  threatened  entire 
destruction  to  the  mill  and  its  contents.  Owing  to  the  vigorous  efforts  of 
Mr.  Charles  O.  Merrill,  the  superintendent,  which  were  ably  seconded  by  tlu- 
hands,  who  refrained  from  causing  a  panic  and  fought  tlie  fire,  the  danger  was 
happily  averted,  and  the  damage  done  to  the  property  was  comparatively 
small.     [Present  superintendent  (ISHS).  Mr.  W.  II.  Garner.] 

The  Atiikijton  Factokv  was  established  abont  iyl2  at  what  is  now  IIel)roii- 
ville,  and  was  incorporated  June  If,  1m1(>,  ''for  the  purpose  of  manufactin- 
ing  cotton  and  woolen  goods,"  I)y  the  name  of  Tiik  Atiikktox  Manukactlimni. 
CoMi'AXv.  The  si)ot  was  anciently  known  as  "  Chaffee's  Mills,"  where  a  saw- 
mill and  gristmill  were  early  l)uilt.  This  establishment  was  owned  and  im- 
proved by  several  ditferenl  companies.  An  addition  was  made  to  the  factory 
in  18'i.S,  making  the  Imilding  ninety-eight  l»y  thirty-two  feet.  It  had  tiun 
sixtei-n  hundred  spimlles  and  foity-two  looms  and  employed  sixty  hand~. 
forty  of  whom  were  femah.s.  The  ch^lh  n)anufactured  was  Nos.  2(>  and  "->  : 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  \cw  Orleans  cotton  were  consumed  p»'i 
year,    and    al)out    four   hundred    thousand  yards   of    the  print  cloth  madr- 
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Thomas  IlHrkncss  atul  Tlioinas  J.  Stoad  were  tlie  owners  of  this  property  at 
this  time  —  successors  to  tlie  Athciimis.  They  were  Quaker  mcrcliants  of 
Providence.  They  were  pro1)al)ly  tlie  ones  wiio  ma(Ui  tlie  above-mentioned 
additions.  They  continued  here  until  IM.s,  at  whieli  time  the  Kni<j;hts  pur- 
chased the  property. 

The  present  mill,  built  by  the  Knights,  is  of  brick,  tind  has  been  much 
enlarged  since  it  was  lirst  erected.  Tht;  main  buildings,  No.  1  and  No.  2, 
arc  respectively  one  hundred  and  six  and  oni'  hundred  and  twelve  by  lifty- 
fonr  feet,  with  a  wing  one  lunubcd  and  two  l)y  forty-six  feet,  and  they  are 
run  by  both  steam  and  water  power.  Thei-e  are  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment a  boiler  house,  waste  house,  blacksmith's  shop,  picker,  lapping  and 
cloth  rooms,  otlices,  and  seventy-six  tenements.  'Hie  lignres  given  here  are 
almost  identical  with  those  of  Dodgeville :  twenty-two  thousand  spindles, 
four  hundred  and  nincty-eigiit  looms,  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  employees, 
with  about  the  same  amount  of  cotton  consumed  annually  —  l,2.">0,00(t  pounds 
and  2,250,000  yards  of  cloth  manufactured.  Unlike  the  sister  mill,  however, 
in  this  one  several  kinds  of  cloth  are  made —  chielly  live,  four,  and  three  leaf 
twills  and  plain  sheetings.     The  superintendent  here  is  .Joseph  H.  Anil. 

A  large  amount  of  business  is  done  in  these  establishments,  as  may  be  seen. 
No  approximation  of  the  payrolls  could  be  given,  however,  or  of  the  value 
of  the  cloth  made  yearly,  as  both  are  fixed  and  changed  by  the  fluctuations  of 
the  market,  the  employees  being  paid  less  or  more  according  to  the  prices  the 
cloths  fetch  in  the  market  (1887).  [Present  superintendent  (1803),  Mr. 
Adam  3IcWliinnie.] 

BUTTON    MANLFACrOUrr.S. 

The  first  actual  manufacture  of  metal  buttons  in  town  was  begun  on  a  small 
scale  by  Pldwartl  l*iice,  an  emigrant  from  Hirmingham,  England,  who  came 
here  and  settled  in  1793.  He  had  been  engaged  in  this  business  previous  to 
his  emigration,  and  brought  machinery  with  him  to  this  country.  lie  carried 
on  the  work  alone  for  a  number  of  years,  making  principally  the  large  out- 
side buttons  in  fashion  at  that  tiiiu'.  He  occupied  a  small  shop  near  the 
present  residence  of  John  T.  P)atcs,  and  continued  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town  until  ISOO,  when  he  removed  tf)  North  Attleborough.  He  continued  the 
business  there  for  a  number  of  years  with  some  success. 

The  second  manufacture  of  metal  buttons  was  commenced  in  1812  by 
Colonel  Obed  and  Otis  Kobinson.  In  the  establishment  of  their  business 
they  were  aided  by  the  skill  and  experience  of  Mr.  Price.  This  was  the  lirst 
company  formed  for  this  manufacture  in  the  United  States. 

The  niannfacture  of  glass  buttons  was  commenced  in  1.S23  by  Ku  iiaud 
RoiUNsoN  Si  Co.,  the  firm  consisting  of  Pichard  Kobinson,  ^■irgil  P>lackinton, 
and  Willard  Kobinson,  the  ingenious  machinery  they  used  being  chielly  of 
their  own  invention.  The  original  comi)any  began  the  business  on  a  small 
scale  and   met  with  manv  eml»arrassnicnts  and  discouragements  in  its  early 
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Stages,  but  tiftcr  hecoiniii<j,-  tlioiouglily  established  it  hogaii  to  increase,  o-i-ad- 
ually  at  Hist,  ami  liiialiy  bfcaine  very  extensive.  Hiflianl  Hobiiison  ai)i)eais 
for  a  time  to  have  had  sole  charge  of  tli»>  l)iisiness,  but  whether  the  other 
partners  had  retired  or  what  was  the  cause  is  not  known.  In  182<)  a  new 
conii)any  was  formed  under  the  same  style  of  Hichakd  1?oi;insox  &  Co. 
for  the  term  of  live  years,  whicii  expired  in  ISIay,  IJS.'M. 

At  that  time  the  lirm  of  Kobinson,  .Tonks  &  Co.  was  formed,  consisting  of 
Richard  and  "Willard  Robinson,  William  II.  Jones,  and  II.  M.  Draper.  They 
commenced  business  in  a  small  shop  about  ."."»  by  'I'l  feet  in  size.  An  addi- 
tion to  this  building  had  been  made  in  the  summer  of  1«2(>,  and  its  machinery 
was  carried  by  horse-power. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  l'S2<)  thtit  the  firm  then  conducting  the 
business  began  to  work  on  the  gilt  button,  theirs  Iteing  the  lirst  manufactory 
of  that  button  in  the  coinitry.  In  1S27  the  company  erected  a  brick  factory 
two  stories  high,  (JO  feet  long  by  2.;  wiile,  and  in  1.S2.S  the  Inisiness  required 
an  addition  of  twenty-five  feet  in  length.  The  machinery  was  carried  liy 
water  power  from  the  Ten  .Mile  River,  and  the  improvements  in  it  were  largely 
the  result  of  Willard  Robinson's  inventive  skill.  The  rolling  mill  connected 
with  the  establishment  and  built  in  1822  was  00  feet  by  2.0.  In  l.s32  the  new 
company  built  another  shop  of  wood,  one  story  high,  and  00  feet  by  2.5. 
The  number  of  hands  employed  about  that  time  was  seventy-five,  of  whom 
thirty  were  females,  and  the  number  of  Ijuttons  mauufactined  was  about  one 
hundred  gross  a  day.  At  different  times  various  kinds  of  buttons  were  pro- 
duced. From  182(i  to  1832  the  common  gilt  button  had  been  manufactured, 
which  competed  in  a  good  degree  with  the  English.  Subsecpient  to  ls32  the 
company  made  all  the  varieties  which  the  market  dLMiianded  —  the  common 
button,  the  mivy,  the  military,  the  fancy,  and  sporting  buttcMis,  wliich  were 
acknowledged  superior  to  any  otliers  in  the  market  in  the  beauty,  finish,  and 
durability  of  the  work. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  transcribed  from  the  fiist  edition  of  this  book, 
printed  in  is.U  :  — 

"  This  company  lias  Itrougiit  the  manufacture  of  this  article  io  such  i)erfec- 
tion,  by  various  improvements  and  the  skill  of  the  workmen,  as  to  compete 
fully  with  all  otiu-rs  in  the  market  whether  domestic  or  foreign, —  indeed  if 
proper  encouragement  should  lie  given  by  adi'quate  protection  to  this  braneli 
of  industry,  it  would  soon  be  sullicient  to  supply  all  <>ur  home  demands,  aii<l 
exclude  the  foreign  entirely  fronj  oui'  markets.  'I'liis  company  have  rect'ived 
all  the  c«)Utested  premiums  which  have  l)een  offered  by  the  Institutes  of  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Roston,  —  .sometinu's  jointly  with  otliers.  They  have 
in  their  possession  three  medals  (silver)  and  two  diplomas. 

"Several  important  improvements  in  tiie  mcjde  of  manufacture  have  been 
made  by  one  of  the  lirui.  .Mi-.  \\'illard  li(jl)iiison,  for  some  o(  which  patents 
have  been  secured. 
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•"A  common  gilt  hnttini  Mliich  ai)po!U'H  when  linisliod  so  simple,  iiiKlc'riiocs 
in  tlie  course  of  being  UKiiiiifacUned  over  thirty  dilTerent  [M-oeesses,  some  of 
which  require  great  skill  aixl  expcricii(;e.  Kacli  l)ulloij  is  separatt-ly  liaiidled 
tweiity-oiic  limes. 

"Some  of  the  females  nienti(jiied  as  connected  \vilii  this  I'stalilislmu-nt  arc 
employed  i)i-in('ipally  in  drying,  sorting,  papering  and  packing,  and  others  in 
edging,  cramping,  placing  tlie  eye  and  preparing  it  for  soldering.  It  fur- 
nishes for  females  a  neat,  agreeable  and  profitable  occupation. 

•'  The  cajjital  employed  by  this  esttd)lisinnent  is  about  S'»0,000.  They  use 
in  gilding  about  Sl"),OoO  worlli  of  pui-e  gold  geuL-rally  obtained  in  its  natural 
state;  and  consume  forty  tons  of  Leliigh  coal  annually. 

"•The  number  of  tenements  occupied  ])y  those  employed  in  the  factory  is 
thiiteen.     Several  new  dwelling  houses  have  been  lately  elected  for  their  use. 

"Agencies  for  the  sale  of  this  article  have  been  established  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  Union.  Some  of  the  articles  have  been  exported  to  foreign 
countries, —  to  South  America,  Ilayti,  and  several  of  the  West  India  islands. 
The  button  now  manufactured  is  equal  in  every  respect  to  the  Ivnglisli,  and 
perhaps  superior  in  durability." 

In  1835  the  firm  was  employing  about  one  hundred  hands,  and  a  pretty 
village  of  comfortable  houses,  named  from  the  owners,  Kobinsouville,  sur- 
rounded the  factories.  In  184:3  the  fashion  in  buttons  changed,  and  the 
unrivaled  success  of  this  firm  was  brought  to  an  end,  and  Mr.  Willard 
Kobinson,  who  was  at  that  time  conducting  the  business,  was  obliged  to 
suspend  operations,  though  that  branch  of  the  business  consisting  of  army, 
uavy,  and  police  buttons  was  taken  up  not  long  after  tiiis  time  and  is  still 
continued  near  the  original  place  of  manufacture. 

Mr.  John  Hatch,  a  mechanic  employed  by  the  Kobinsons,  had  thought  out 
a  curious  invention,  a  machine  to  make  suspender  buttons,  and  by  the  com- 
bined eftorts  of  ;Mr.  AVillard  Koljinson  and  himself  this  machine  was  p»'r- 
fected.  It  was  patented  February  20,  184.7,  in  Mr.  Robinson's  name.  This 
"Nvas  the  justly  famous  "  r)Utton  Machine."  Six  machines  were  made,  and 
subsequently  one  of  them  was  sont  to  Germany.  2so  others  have  been  made, 
and  the  five  in  town  are  the  only  ones  of  their  special  kind  in  existence  in  the 
country.  They  tire  automatic,  cut  and  completely  make  the  buttons  from 
tin  plates,  each  machine  making  about  twenty-three  buttons  a  minute,  or 
13,800  in  a  day  of  ten  hours'  lengtii.  These  buttons  came  rapidly  into  use, 
the  great  advantage  they  possess  in  not  cutting  the  thread  used  in  fastening 
them  being  speedily  recognized.  They  were  made  by  millions,  and  used  for 
various  purposes.  Large  contracts  were  filU'd  for  tlie  govcinment  during  tiie 
Civil  War. 

.Messrs.  Robinson  and  Hatch  liccamc  partners  for  the  manufactuie  of  these 
buttcms.  The  patent  and  its  extensions  covered  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  for  that    length  of  time  this  special   manufacture  almost  coutroUed   the 
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market.  Mr.  Hatch  died  in  1849,  only  four  years  after  the  partnershij)  was 
formed;  but  IMr.  Robinson  continued  the  business  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1879.  It  is  now  conducted  by  Arthur  R.  Kobinson,  who  ou 
Marcli  1,  1880,  bought  the  business  of  his  father's  estate,  and  carries  it  ou 
under  his  own  name,  as  the  only  manufacturer  of  "Hatch's  Patknt  Mktal- 
Lic  Pantaloon  Buttons."     [INIr.  Robinson  has  since  died.] 

These  button  machines  are  very  curious  and  intricate  in  their  construction 
and  recjuire  the  nicest  and  most  careful  adjustment  to  ensure  perfect  work. 
The  adjustment  being  right,  the  work  is  excellent,  and  the  result  a  bulton 
uncqualcd  of  its  kind.  The  first  nuichine  made  has  been  running  over  fortv- 
five  years,  is  running  to-day,  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  of  the  five.  It 
is  evidently  a  favorite  with  the  long-time  foreman  of  the  shop,  for  he  speaks 
of  its  capabilities  with  assurance  and  admiration.  Various  other  trowscrs 
buttons  are  made  at  the  present  time,  and  as  they  can  lie  put  into  the  market 
at  a  chea|)er  rate  they  have  somewhat  superseded  these,  l)ut  they  do  not  com- 
pare with  them  in  appearance  or  durability. 

D.  KvANs  &  Co.  succeeded  the  Robinsons  in  the  making  of  metal  buttons. 
about  18-18.  This  firm  manufactures  both  plain  and  fancv  aimv  and  navv 
buttons,  all  kinds  of  military  and  livery  gilt  and  silver-plated  buttons. 
During  the  war  this  was  a  very  extensive  and  profitable  l)usiness,  as  many 
large  contracts  were  filled  directly  for  the  government,  or  for  those  supplying 
uniforms  for  our  soldiers  in  both  the  army  and  navy.  The  business  has 
always  been  conducted  at  Robinsonville,  now  a  part  of  Attleboroun-h  Falls. 
So  much  competition  has  arisen  in  this  as  in  other  branches  of  manufacturing 
that  the  business  here  has  been  much  reduced,  and  at  present  verv  little  is 
being  done. 

Another  manufactory  of  buttons  was  established  in  Octolier,  18:32,  by  a 
different  firm,  under  the  name  of  Roiunson,  Hall  &  Co.  The  shop  was 
situated  on  the  Seven  Mile  River,  near  Newell's  Tavern  in  West  .Vttleborouirli. 
and  quite  near  the  residence  of  Klisha  G.  :\Iay.  The  first  shop  was  ;;u  feet 
by  20;  another,  built  in  1830  or  183-4,  was  35  feet  by  25,  and  three  stories 
high.  This  establishment  employed  nineteen  hands,  of  whom  ten  were 
females,  and  when  the  new  one  was  completed  some  twenty-five  to  thirty 
were  probably  employed.  This  company  made  plain  metal  buttons,  for  l)oth 
coats  and  vests,  and  of  iluee  different  prices.  They  at  one  time  protUiced 
about  seventy-five  gross  per  day,  and  subsequently  piobably  this  amount  was 
increased. 

This  old  shop  and  its  piodecessor  had  a  varied  experience.  There  was 
first  of  all  a  blacksmith's  shop  ;  this  was  converted  into  a  cotton  mill  rim 
by  a  Mr.  Sibley,  and  then  into  a  button  fact(n'y.  In  one  of  these  buildings 
Mr.  Klisha  G.  .May  learned  tlie  initton  trade.  That  business  here  came  to 
a  close  about  fifty  years  ago,  for  it  is  said  W .  11.  Rol)inson  commencrd 
manufacturing  jewelry  about  In.m  in  the  shop   the   biitton-inakers   had   built. 


jHSTonr  OF  ArTLEBonouaii.  363 

He  wjis  followed  by  otliers  in  the  same  business.  J.  IT.  Iloilijes  and  J.  T. 
Bacon  started  in  conipanv  here  in  18'i;>,  and  while  here  —  among  the  fust  to 
(](,  it  —  they  "introduced  power"  into  their  works.  Mr.  Hodges,  it  is  said, 
was  the  first  in  town  to  make  ])rass  jewelry  and  have  it  electro-plated.  This 
firm  was  here  until  1847.  After  tliis  it  was  for  a  time  a  pattern-making 
establishment.  At  Iciigtl)  it  became  a  dj'chouse  and  l>leachery  with  quite 
a  large  business,  and  finally  in  1881  or  1882  it  was  burned  down.  What- 
ever remnants  of  its  ruins  may  have  been  visible  were  all  washed  away  by 
the  flood  of  1886,  which  acted  its  wild  will  on  this  spot,  changing  its  appear- 
ance so  completely  that  not  a  trace  of  the  old  shop  remains  to  mark  its 
former  site. 

LKATIIEU    MANLTACTOUY. 

In  the  centre  of  the  village  of  South  Attleborough,  on  the  .site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  leather  works  of  William  Couim-:  &  Co.,  the  same  kind  of 
business,  though  of  various  branches,  has  been  carried  on  for  over  a  hun- 
dred years,  a  fact  which  can  be  stated  of  no  other  spot  in  town.  So  far  as 
known,  Isaac  Draper  Avas  the  first  to  have  a  tannery  iiere  ;  but  the  pi'ccise 
date  of  his  starting  it  is  not  known.  His  son  Ebenezer  continued  the  busi- 
Dess,  then  George  and  Ilalsey,  grandsons,  and  finally  Isaac  Draper,  a  great- 
grandson  and  still  living  (in  1887),  owned  and  conducted  the  concern.  It 
began  in  a  small  and  now  considered  a  very  old-fashioned  way,  but  it  Avas 
conducted  with  profit,  a  by  no  means  exclusively  old-fashioned  consideration. 
"  Many  who  pass  the  spot  now,  can  remember  the  small  building  standing 
back  from  the  road,  and  remember,  too,  the  old  horse  that  slowly  moved  the 
mill  that  ground  and  softened  the  hides."  The  tannery  continued  moderately 
prosperous  for  many  years  ;  but  finally  larger  firms  monopolized  the  business, 
and  the  Drapers  were  obliged  to  discontinue. 

When  they  suspended  business  could  not  be  positively  ascertained  or  to 
whom  they  first  transfei-rcd  the  property  ;  but  in  18(15,  whicli  we  think  could 
not  be  very  long  subsequent  to  their  giving  up  the  business,  the  building  was 
owned  by  Henry  Knowles,  who  was  doing  a  small  business  l)y  himself.  In 
September  of  that  year  William  Coupe  came  from  Pawtuckct  to  do  what  is 
called  "green  shaving"  for  Mr.  Knowles.  He  was  a  thorough  and  expe- 
rienced workman,  "  had  learned  the  tanning  trade  in  all  its  branches,"  and 
from  varied  experience  was  ready  to  enter  business  and  make  it  a  success. 
About  three  weeks  after  coming  to  town  he  saw  his  opportunity,  as  ho 
judged,  made  a  proposition  to  take  a  share  of  the  business  here,  whieh  was 
accepted,  and  the  firm  of  Colimc  «fc  Knowlks  was  formed.  This  jjartner- 
ship  continued  only  al)OUt  three  months,  for  Mr.  Coupe  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  then  state  of  affairs.  He  made  an  offer  to  his  partner  to  either 
buy  or  sell,  which  resulted  in  his  becoming  the  buyer.  His  property  was 
valued  .at  §700,  his  capital  was  Sl,."»O0.  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  he  had 
cleared  ?  1,000. 
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Page's  patent  process  for  tanuini;  leather  appeared  about  this  time,  aiul 
Mr.  Coupe  l)ought  a  right  to  nianuraetnre  l>y  it;  but  more  capital  was  neces- 
sary, and  in  June,  1SG6,  Edwin  Evans,  of  Central  Falls,  became  associated 
with  him  under  the  name  of  William  Coui'k  &  Co.  The  needed  assistance 
was  thus  obtained,  and  the  business  iiier(;ased  prosperously.  An  improve- 
ment on  the  Page  i)atent  was  discovered  and  made  Ity  ]Mr.  Coupe,  which 
gave  decided  advantage  to  this  firm  ;  but  competition  was  increasing  as  well 
as  business,  and  further  additions  in  the  way  of  capital,  enlarged  ami 
increased  facilities,  etc.,  became  urgently  necessary.  Up  to  this  time,  about 
1867  or  18(58,  the  firm's  goods  had  been  sold  *'upon  their  merits"  ;  that  is, 
uo  efforts  had  been  made  to  enlarge  and  extend  its  trade.  Mr.  Coupe  deter- 
mined to  experiment  in  this  direction,  and  he  was  so  successful  that  the 
alterations  which  had  been  made  in  the  works  Avere  at  once  proved  to  have 
been  essential. 

In  the  spring  of  18G'.)  Mr.  Coupe  again  proposed  to  buy  out  his  partner, 
and  Mr.  Evans  concluded  to  sell ;  but  this  time  Mr.  Coupe  was  not  the 
purchaser.  Edwin  Burgess,  of  Providence,  bought  ^Nlr.  Evans'  share  of 
the  business  for  814,000,  and  the  new  firm  was  organized,  the  same  name 
being  retained.  Both  these  present  partners  are  men  of  enterprise,  and 
despite  the  opposition  of  competition  the  firm  has  been  continually  prosper- 
ous. In  July,  1872,  the  entire  works  were  destroyi'd  by  lire,  with  a  loss 
to  the  company  of  8(),000.  The  fire  was  hardly  out  when  the  process  of 
rebuilding  was  begun.  The  new  shop  was  one  hundred  and  five  by  forty- 
five  feet,  and  three  stories  high,  and  was  very  quickly  ready  with  necessary 
machinery  for  l)usiuess.  In  the  autumn  of  1878  an  addition  was  made,  and 
the  building  is  now  two  hundred  and  ten  feet  by  forty-live,  three  stories 
high,  and  has  a  wing  forty  feet  square.  There  is  an  engine  and  boiler-house 
forty-four  by  thirty  feet,  separate  from  the  main  building.  There  is  a  fifty- 
horse-power  Harris  Corliss  engine,  which  supplies  the  necessary  power,  and 
the  boiler  is  large  enough  to  furnish  all  the  heat  required  for  the  entire  l)uild- 
ing,  including  the  dry  room.  This  manufactory  is  furnished  with  a  full  set 
of  belt-manufacturing  machinery,  several  of  the  machines  and  their  improve- 
ments being  tlie  result  of  ^Nlr.  Coui)e's  ingeiniity  and  skill. 

These  works  employ  from  fifty  to  sixty  hands,  and  tiiey  prepare  and  make 
ready  for  the  market  in  one  form  or  another  about  •J.'»,000  hides  yearly.  The 
greater  proportion  of  these  hides  are  made  into  lace  leather,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest  lace  leather  manufactory  in  America.  It 
has  been  constantly  growing  anil  adding  new  departments  of  work  for  a 
number  of  years.  Coupe's  leather  is  known  everywhere  and  is  considered 
in  the  markets  "equal  to  any  ami  superior  to  most  makes."  The  hides 
nsed  here  are  of  domestic  and  East  India  slaughter  chiefly  and  must  be  put 
through  several  processus  l)efore  they  are  ready  for  use,  though  these  are 
fewer  and   simpler  than   by  the   old    methods   of   preparation,  owing  to  the 
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introduction  of  mcclianical  iiiiprovcnicnts.  They  are  first  thorouiilily  washed 
and  clcaiiod,  tlu'H  put  into  a  preparation  of  lime,  wliicli  expands  the  skin 
and  loosens  the  roots  of  the  hairs  so  they  can  !)c  easily  removed  ;  then  the 
hides  are  Itone  dried,  tlion  "one  tenth"  moistened,  and  finally  tbcy  are 
subjected  to  the  rawhide  machines  to  l»e  softened,  which  operation  makes 
them  like  buckskin.  This  process  makes  them  altogether  more  llexible  and 
durable  than  liy  the  old  "tanning"  process.  IMachinery  plays  a  far  more 
important  part  now  than  it  did  by  the  old  methods,  and  besides  producing 
better  results  is  a  great  economizer  of  time  and  laljor,  many  less  hands 
bein<'-  re(iuired  to  accomi)]ish  the  same  amount  of  work  than  was  formerly 
the  case. 

A  list  of  the  goods  maimfactured  by  this  company  is  subjoined  :  Coupe's 
Patent  Excelsior  l^iw  Hide  Belting  of  all  widtlis  from  one  to  forty-eight 
inches,  made  under  the  "  Scliultz  Patent";  Coupe's  Patent  Excelsior  Raw 
Hide  Lace  Leather,  prepared  by  a  "  mechanical  process  invented  and 
patented  by  Mr.  Coupe";  Coupe's  Patent  Excelsior  Haw  Hide  Picker 
Leather,  of  four  or  five  different  weights  ;  Excelsior  flreen  Hide  Picker 
Leather,  also  made  by  a  process  of  ]\L-.  Coupe's  invention;  Excelsior 
Tanned  Lace  Leather  ;  ICxcelsior  Tanned  Picker  ].,eather,  with  all  lengths 
and  kinds  of  straps  ;  Coupe's  Patent  Excelsior  Raw  Hide  Cut  Lace,  of  six 
widths,  from  one  fourth  to  three  fourths  of  an  inch;  Excelsior  Tanned 
Cut  Lace  in  the  same  variety;  and  "Dry  Flint  Paw  Hide"  is  furnished 
if  desired.  This  (irm  are  in  receipt  of  testimonials  from  many  customers 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  which  show  the  superiority  of  the  goods 
they  manufacture  and  the  satisfaction  these  give  to  jjurchasers.  This  is  not 
the  only  business  done  in  the  village  of  South  Attleborough,  but  it  is  the 
largest  and  most  extensive. 

SHUTTLE    MANUFACTORV. 

Among  the  earlier  manufactures  was  that  of  power-loom  shuttles.  This  was 
commenced  in  the  fall  of  1827  by  Colonel  Willard  Blackiuton  at  the  little  vil- 
lage since  often  familiarly  called  Blackintonville  and  now  forming  a  part  of 
East  Attleborough.  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Blackinton  was  employing  twelve 
journeymen.  About  twenty-five  dozen  shuttles  were  produced  per  week  in 
the  establishment  at  the  rate  of  S<)  per  dozen.  He  also  su[)i)lied  a  large 
amount  of  shuttle  mountings  for  the  use  of  other  shuttle  makers.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  manufactures  of  this  establishment  was  then  about  -510,000 
per  annum.  The  work  had  an  extensive  sale  throughout  the  United  .States  — 
in  Maryland,  Georgia,  A'irginia,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio, 
and  in  all  the  New  England  States.  Agents  for  tlic  sale  of  this  article  were 
established:  at  Pawtucket  (then  in  Massachusetts),  George  Mumford  ;  at 
North  Adams,  S.  Burlingame  ;  at  Providence,  U.  I.,  Peter  (irinnell  &.  Son  ; 
at  Norwich,  Conn.,  Smith,  Goddard   »!t   Coats;  at   New   York  City,  C  N. 
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Mills;  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  J.  :MeiTitt  &  Co.;  at  Philadelphia,  Pciiu.,  W. 
Almond  ;  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Wells  &  Chace,  etc. 

Subsequently  the  business  largely  increased,  and  in  1842  a  tlrra  was  organ- 
ized under  the  name  of  W.  Blackixton  tfc  Sons.  It  is  said  that  when  Mr. 
Blackinton  first  began  this  manufacture  he  employed  but  one  man  and  the 
shuttles  sold  for  a  dollar  apiece.  Before  the  late  war  they  were  reduced  as 
low  as  twenty-live  cents  apiece,  but  during  that  time  the  price  advanced  to 
$4.50  per  dozen.  At  first  the  greater  part  of  the  work  was  done  by  hand 
and  prices  were  therefore  high  ;  later,  when  machinery  was  introduced,  work 
could  be  much  more  cheaply  done.  Most  of  the  wood  for  the  makiu*'-  of 
shuttles  is  persimmon  or  boxwood  and  comes  from  Georgia  or  Nortli  Caro- 
liiui.  They  have  also  been  made  of  apple-tree  wood,  but  tlie  quality  of  such 
is  inferior.  While  in  the  beginning  it  required  twelve  men  to  make  twenty- 
five  dozen  shuttles  in  a  week,  after  machinery  came  into  use  fifteen  men 
could  turn  out  two  hundred  a  day,  or  a  hundied  dozen  in  a  week.  The  pro- 
cesses for  making  this  article  are  varied  and  numerous. 

Four  of  Mr.  Blackinton's  five  sons  were  at  one  time  together  engaged  in 
this  business  with  tiieir  father.  William  was  the  first  to  retire  from  the  firm 
to  take  up  another  occupation,  and  the  death  of  AVillard,  Jr.,  in  1871  made 
a  second  change.  John  sold  out  his  share  of  the  business  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  in  1877,  and  since  that  time  Charles,  the  remaining  brother, 
has  carried  on  the  business  alone.  There  are  constant  orders,  but  they  are 
much  smaller  than  in  former  years. 

TUE   WHITING    MANUFACTURING   COMPANY. 

We  must  go  back  nearly  a  half  century  to  find  the  embryo  which  has 
developed  into  this  large  interest.  In  18-10  Albert  C.  Tifft  and  William  D. 
Whiting  organized  the  firm  of  Titft  &  Whiting  which  was  for  many  years 
well  known  and  among  the  most  prominent  in  town  in  the  jewelry  business. 
They  began  in  a  very  small  way  in  a  room  in  a  blacksmith's  shop  on  the 
turnpike  in  North  Attleborough.  In  eighteen  months'  time  they  needed  more 
space,  and  therefore  tliey  erected  a  building  Avhich  was  10  feet  by  'i.'),  two 
stories  high,  and  cost  S8u0.  They  were  by  this  time  employing  thirty  or 
forty  men.  In  1817  still  larger  quarters  were  demanded  by  their  business 
and  they  purchased  the  site  and  privilege  of  the  old  ]5eaver  Dam  factory  for 
82,000,  and  erected  there  a  stone  factory  90  feet  by  10  and  three  stories  high, 
which  comprises  a  portion  of  the  present  company's  building  on  the  same 
spot.  When  work  was  commenced  in  tills  new  factory  seventy-live  hands 
were  employed  and  soon  that  number  was  doubled.  Snbsequcntly  an  addi- 
tion of  forty  feet  was  made  to  the  length  of  the  factory  and  in  one  corner 
a  strong  stone  safe  was  built,  8  feet  by  12  and  the  entire  height  of  the  build- 
ing, with  doors  in  each  story,  and  this  was  used  as  a  place  of  secure  dep')>it 
for  jroods. 
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This  firm's  manufacture  was  of  gold  goods  —  at  lirst  hearts  and  crosses 
and  fintrer  rings  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  At  the  end  of  thirteen  years, 
on  January  1,  185,".,  Mr.  Tiflt  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  AVhitiuii,  for  nearly 
S100,000,  so  lucrative  had  the  business  become.  Tifit  &  Wmnxo  were  the 
first  among  the  jewelers  in  town  to  open  an  oflice  in  New  York,  and  they 
and  Sackett,  Davis  &  Potter,  of  Providence,  took  ollices  there  side  by  side. 
Mr.  Whiting  continued  for  some  years  under  his  own  name,  and  later  the 
firm  was  W.  D.  WiirriN(;  &.  Co.  The  business  became  a  very  large  one 
and  offices  were  opened  in  liostou  and  Pliiladelphia  in  addition  to  the  one  in 
New  York. 

Not  long  after  the  stone  building  was  completed  and  occupied,  the  manu- 
facture of  ladies'  silver  combs  was  commenced  and  to  tliese  were  added  other 
articles  in  silver,  until  finally  this  branch  of  the  business  became  a  large 
industry  in  itself  and  the  result  was  the  formation  of  The  Wihting  Manu- 
FACTUKiNG  CoMrANV.  This  was  accomplished  by  :^[r.  AVhiting  in  LSCG  and 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  ''  for  tlie  manufacture 
of  standard  silver-ware."  The  capital  at  the  organization  was  8100, UOO, 
and  it  was  afterwards  increased  to  $175,000.  This  company  continued  its 
manufacturing  in  the  stone  building  erected  by  Tifft  &  Whiting,  and  for  ten 
years  they  employed  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  hands.  They  pro- 
duced the  finest  quality  of  solid  silverware,  and  the  amount  made  during 
some  years  is  said  to  have  been  §1,000,000  in  value. 

The  company  was  burned  out  in  1875  but  they  immediately  rebuilt  their 
factory  and  one  of  larger  size.  This  building  is  the  present  one,  and  is 
215  feet  in  length.  January  1,  187fi,  the  company  opened  a  large  manufac- 
tory in  New  York  City,  and  its  establisliment  is  located  at  Broadway  and 
Fourth  streets  there.     It  has  also  a  large  retail  store  in  that  city. 

THE    GOLD    MKDAL    liUAID    COMPANY. 

The  manufacturing  interest  which  this  company  represents  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  town  outside  that  of  jewelry,  and  its  founder  is  one  of  the  pioneers, 
if  not  the  real  founder,  of  this  special  branch  of  industry  in  the  country  — 
the  production  of  "first  class  domestic  braids."  In  1815  hand-looms,  up 
to  that  time  universally  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fabrics,  began  to 
be  abandoned  and  replaced  by  power  looms,  and  a  few  years  later  the 
braider  was  invented  and  introduced.  The  latter  is  said  to  be  a  "  creation  of 
the  brain  "  of  a  native  of  this  town  whose  name  was  Thorpe.' 

After  Mv.  Daggett  gave  up  tlie  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  he  engaged 
in  that  of  shoelacings,  stearine  candle-wickings,  and  later  of  covering  hof)p- 


'Henppearsto  have  been  quite  nn  Inventive  f;cu\i\<.    A  valuable  nincliiiu".  for  inakinjr  loom  har- 
nesses was  also  the  protluct  of  bis  skill.    This  maehlno  was  In  use  for  ninny  years  aiul  probably  may 
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skirt  wires.  lie  took  up  this  business  about  IS.jo,  makintf  use  of  the  Amer- 
ican braiders  invented  bv  Thorpe,  and  kept  on  until  about  tiie  time  the  war 
broke  out,  when  he  turned  his  attention  temporarily  to  another  occupation, 
though  tlic  idea  of  making  braid  was  aheady   beginning  to  work  itself  out 

in  his  mind.     Up  to  this  time  —  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War no 

braids  of  good  quality  had  been  produced  in  the  country.  Those  used  were 
imported  from  England  and  Germany,  aud  to  the  amount  of  over  .S.'),000,0(iO 
worth  yearly.  The  manufacturers  who  had  attempted  to  make  them  in  this 
country  had  found  it  almost  impossible  to  place  their  goods  on  the  market. 
Jobbers  were  very  unwilling  to  purchase  them,  and  in  order  to  effect  any  sales 
the  manufacturers  were  compelled  to  practise  a  deception,  in  making  use  of 
foreign  tickets  and  Inbcls.  The  war,  however,  cut  off  importations  aud  then 
the  demand  came  for  domestic  wares.  Seeing  that  a  great  opportunity  was 
oflfering  itself,  Mr.  Daggett  began  to  experiment  and  soon  found  himself 
able  to  produce  a  good  braid.  Some  years  previous  to  this  time  he  had 
repurchased  the  Falls  property,  and  during  the  lirst  year  of  the  war,  or  a 
little  later,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  John  C.  Morse,  of  Boston, 
placed  his  braiders  in  the  stone  mill,  and  commenced  operations.  ^Nlr.  Morse 
supplied  material  and  attended  to  the  sales,  while  ;Mr.  Daggett  supplied 
machinery  and  attended  to  the  manufacture  of  the  braids.  The  business 
soon  became  very  successful  and  profitable,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  this 
firm  was  largely  sup[)lying  the  consumers  of  the  country.  For  eight  vears 
the  profits  were  equally  divided  lietween  the  two  i)artners.  in  LSGO  Mr. 
Morse  failed  in  his  private  business,  which  was  that  of  a  dry-goods  jobber. 
Mr.  Daggett  found  himself  involved  in  this  catastrophe  aud  for  a  time,  he 
feared,  rather  seriously  ;  but  he  soon  extricated  himself  from  these  dilliculties 
and  commenced  business  again. 

During  the  same  year  he  associated  with  himself  Austin  Dunham,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  and  George  S.  Moulton,  of  New  York.  These  two  gentlemen 
furnished  cajjital  to  the  amount  of  850,000,  and  at  the  end  of  four  years, 
when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  they  received  over  8100,000,  with  seven  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  capital  besides  —  a  fact  which  tells  concisely  yet  com- 
pletely what  the  success  of  this  business  had  again  been.  At  that  time  (l-sT.l) 
Mr.  Daggett  bought  the  entire  interest,  and  remained  sole  owner  and  man- 
ager of  the  entire  concern  for  seven  years,  in  I-SSO  a  stock  company  wass 
formed,  with  the  title  of  Tiik  Gold  Mkdal  Huaid  Co.  It  has  a  capital  of 
865,000  which  is  divided  among  seven  stockholders.  Mr.  Daggett  has  the 
largest  interest,  and  is  treasurer  and  manager.  ,Mr.  Harvey  Clap  is  the  only 
other  person  in  town  holding  stock  ;  the  remaining  five  stockholders  being 
residents  of  Boston  and  New  York. 

The  mill  is  IGO  feet  long,  15  feet  wide,  and  five  stories  high.  It  is  run  by 
both  water  and  steam  power.  It  is  furnished  with  a  turbine  horizontal  wiieel 
eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  of  one  hundred  horse-power,  and  is  lighted 
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bv  electricity  made  in  tlic  IjuiUlino:.  The  oMiee  is  a  separiite  buildin*;.  The 
employees  number  ti  hmubod  and  tWL'iity-live,  and  a  large  percentai^e  are 
women.  At  one  time,  and  for  quite  an  extended  period,  INIr.  Daggett  was 
obliged  to  keep  the  mill  running  night  and  day,  with  two  full  .sets  of  worlc- 
men,  to  enable  him  to  fill  his  large  orders.  The  company  manufactures 
worsted  dress  braids,  alpaca  braiils,  mohair  coat  bindings,  and  silk,  linen, 
and  cotton  braided  fishlines.  These  are  all  of  the  best  (piality  and  have  an 
extensive  sale  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  They  give  entire  satisfaction  to 
all  consumers,  the  (ishlines  especially  being  pronounced  of  tlie  very  l)est  in 
the  market.  This  is  a  thoroughly  well-established  manufacture,  and  while  it 
has  had  periods  of  remaikablc  i)rosperity,  it  has  had  no  long  periods  of 
depression  or  dullness,  but  has  at  all  times  been  steadily  successful.  The 
company  has  at  present  an  annual  business  of  about  §250,000. 

15C)X    MANUIACTORIKS. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  boxes  was  begun  in  town  about  thirty-six  vears 
ago,  by  Hartford  Babcock.  He  commenced  in  Mansfield  about  is.")!,  :ind  in 
the  following  year  he  came  to  this  town.  He  had  his  place  of  l)usiness  for  a 
time  in  the  Steam  Power  factory,  but  subsequently  removed  to  the  little  shop 
which  his  father,  Daniel  Babcock,  had  used  us  a  carpenter  shoj).  It  stood 
opposite  his  house,  where  it  now  stands,  forming  a  portion  of  the  present 
establishment,  near  the  Farmers,  on  the  road  to  the  "  city."  In  1873  tlie  busi- 
ness required  more  room  than  the  small  building  afforded,  and  IMr.  Babcock 
put  up  an  addition  to  it.  At  first  all  the  work  was  done  by  hand,  even  the 
cutting,  the  only  machines  used  being  bookbinders'  shears.  Now  the  entire 
process  is  performed  by  machinery,  with  the  exception  of  the  finishing,  which 
here  is  still  done  by  hand.  The  machines  run  by  IMr.  Babcock  put  the  paper 
on  to  the  outside  of  the  boxes,  and  there  are  machines  capable  of  doing  the 
entire  finishing,  but  they  are  very  expensive,  and  the  requirements  of  the 
business  in  this  factory  are  not  sufficient  to  warrant  their  purchase.  Jewelers 
boxes  in  all  sizes  and  styles  have  been  and  are  still  the  specialty.  Th 
business  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of  H.  S.  Babcock,  though  one  of  his 
sons,  Abbott  Babcock,  is  connected  with  it.  It  an)oants  to  "about  82,000 
worth  per  year."  [Abbott  Bal)cock  has  since  purchased  the  business.  The 
shop  has  recently  Ijcen  moved  nearer  the  railroad,  and  stands  nearly  opposite 
the  place  where  the  "  old  company  house"  stood.  Its  former  site  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  adjaci-nt  land  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  William  R. 
Cobb,  and  probably  for  residence   purposes.] 

C.  W.  Babcock,  another  son  of  H.  S.  Babcock,  also  took  up  this  same 
business.  He  began  February  1,  1870,  on  East  vStrcet,  North  Attleborough. 
He  has  since  moved  to  No.  2.")  Kim  Street,  in  the  same  village,  and  is  now 
employing  six  hands.  He  makes  all  kinds  and  styles  of  paper  boxes,  and 
has  a  specialty  for  those  used  by  jewelers. 


360  A   SKETCH    OF   THE 

CAuniAGK  manl:i-actohip:s. 

.September  22,  1858,  John  Stanley  commenced  the  business  of  a  caiTiii<re 
manufacturer.  Tiiere  was  little  to  encoinaae  iiim  at  fust,  but  he  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  quite  a  large  busini'ss.  He  built  business  and  express 
wagons  inaiidy,  but  gave  attention  also  to  the  repairing  and  remodelin"  of 
other  veliicles.  He  employed  at  times  fourteen  men,  and  used  steam-power 
in  his  shop.  This  same  line  of  Itusincss  is  carried  on  still  at  North  Attlebor- 
ough  by  W.  H.  Stanley,  who  makes  a  specialty  also  of  jewelers'  forging,  and 
tliore  arc  several  .shops  of  a  similar  nature  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

A  number  of  years  previous  to  the  war  Enoch  l^ailey  established  a 
carriage  manufactovy  in  East  Attleborough,  which  came  to  be  quite  extensive, 
aud  handsome  vehicles,  chiefly  light  double  carriages  and  buggies,  were  made 
there.  IMr.  Bailey  continued  for  quite  a  period  in  the  business,  and  several 
members  of  his  family  were  during  the  time  associated  with  him  in  one 
capacity  or  another.  He  built  the  large  lirick  factory  which  E.  A.  Robinson 
now  owns.  This  was,  we  think,  the  first  large  brick  structure  in  the  East 
village.  The  final  result  in  this  estal)lislnnent  was  disaster  nnanciallv,  and 
the  business  was  entirely  closed  up. 

COFFIN    TRIMMING    MANUFAOTORIKS. 

John  R.  Bronson  and  William  D.  Wilmarth  formed  a  partnership  October 
15,  1SG4,  as  BuoNSON  &  Wilmautii,  to  manufacture  coflin  trimmings.  They 
commenced  operations  at  North  Attleborough.  but  shortly  removed  to  the 
P^ast  village  to  a  shoj)  on  County  Street,  by  the  bridge,  where  the  business 
has  continued  ever  since.  On  April  1,  LSGS,  Dr.  Bronson  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  Mr.  Wilmarth  conducted  the  business  in  his  own  name  until  his 
death.  March  (5,  1.SS2,  the  firm  name  of  W.  D.  Wilmaktii  it  Co.  was 
assumed,  the  members  being  the  heirs  of  William  I).  Wilmarth  and  Louis  J. 
Lamb.  The  business  grew  to  be  quite  large  .-md  continues  to  be  so  still- 
The  firm  employs  twenty-five  hands,  and  its  payroll  amounts  to  81,2.")0  a 
month.  The  manufacture  consists  of  sheet-metal  and  gold  and  silver  plated 
coflin  trimmings.' 

Smith,  Caiu'KNTer  A:  Co.  established  a  similar  business  in  1M70.  Tluy 
are  at  present  in  one  of  the  Bates  factories.  They  make  shect-nietal  coffin 
trimmings  finished  in  gold,  silver,  or  black  enamel.  The  present  members  of 
this  firm  are  Oranville  V>.  and  Earl  B.  Smith. - 


'After  the  ileatli  of  Mrs.  Wihnaitli,  which  occurred  In  October,  18^3,  Mr.  Laiiil)  sohl  Ills  sh.irc  I" 
this  business  to  the  heirs  of  tlie  estate,  ami  it  contlimes  iiinicr  tlu;  same  liriii  iiaLiK!  ami  under  tho 
niaiia^ceiiicnt  of  two  of  the  sons,  Jle^>rs.  Williain  II.  and  Ifciiry  I).  U'ilniaith. 

•This  hu-liuss  has  rc(  eiitly  lieeti  i>unlia>eil  by  Mr.  Louis  .J.  Land).  .Mr.  Kftrl  Sndth  csta!di-«lH"d  a 
business  of  nianufaeturlii;,'  eleelrlial  apparatus  under  the  name  of  S.Miril  Kl.KCniK"  C'oMl'ANV, 
bulldiiiir  ft  shop  oil  Sixth  Street,  but  continued  Ids  lntcn•^t  In  the  above  Company  until  it-' buslno* 
was  sold,    iu  the  Autumn  of  1SU3  he  accopteil  a  position  hi  Lc.xlni^ton,  this  .State. 
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TlIK    ATTLKr.OUOU*;!!    DYE    WOKKS. 

The  founder  of  those  works  was  Hobert  AVolfcmleii,  who  was  l)orn  in  IIiul- 
dersfield,  Yorksliire,  England,  December  12,  1824.  Iluddcrsfield  is  one  (^f 
the  chief  seats  of  tlic  woolen  niannfaetures  of  England,  and  has  also  cotton 
factories,  breweries,  cheniical  works,  and  dye-honses.  In  one  of  the  latter, 
and  one  of  the  largest  dyeing  and  bleaching  cstablishnieuts  in  the  country, 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  with  one  Sanuicl  Koutledge,  at  its  expiration 
becoming  the  head  dyer  in  tiie  woolen  and  worsted  department  of  the  house, 
a  position  he  retained  until  he  came  to  this  country. 

He  held  several  positions  at  lirst  after  his  .-irrival,  but  linally  settled  with 
Hayden  &.  Saunders,  of  llaydenville,  tliis  State,  in  a  position  which  he  held 
for  five  years.  Me  then  went  to  the  Valley  Worsted  Mills,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  where  he  remained  about  the  same  length  of  time,  and  when  he  left 
his  position  there  was  assumed  by  his  oldest  son,  .John  \Y .  W^olfendcn.    • 

At  that  time  he  came  to  this  town,  and  on  February  22,  ISG.S,  lu;  started 
'•The  Attleborough  Dye  Works,  Kol)ert  Wolfenden,  Proprietor."  He  had 
doubtless  at  first  the  usual  experience  of  persons  starting  a  liusiness,  dis- 
couragements as  well  as  encouragements  meeting  his  elTorts  ;  but  he  was  a 
persevering  man,  and  his  close  and  steady  application  lo  business  and  rule  of 
sending  out  nothing  but  good  work  reaped  their  due  reward,  so  that  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time  he  had  established  an  assured  and  profitable  trade  in 
his  line.  He  increased  his  works  from  time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of 
his  business  demanded,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  on  January  1,  187>!.  lie 
associated  with  himself  his  two  sons,  John  W.  and  Oscar,  as  etjual  partners. 
The  firm  name  became  P.  Wolkenden  &  Soxs,  but  no  change  in  the  w<;rks 
occurred  at  that  time.  The  business  of  the  new  firm  had  soon  increased  so 
largely  as  to  require  the  building  of  additions  to  the  works,  and  in  a  short 
time  they  had  become  a  thoroughly  well-established  house.. 

Mr.  Robert  Wolfenden,  the  senior  partner,  died  on  May  2'.),  1883.  This 
caused  no  change  in  the  firm  name,  the  brothers  continuing  the  business 
under  the  same  title.  During  the  autumn  of  that  year  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  old  building  was  torn  down,  and  a  larger  and  more  convenient  one 
erected  in  the  same  place.  A  new  eighty  horse-power  boiler  was  added  lo 
the  works,  which  at  that  time  had  a  capacity  of  about  four  thousand  [Vouuds 
n  day.  The  work  done  includes  the  dyeing  and  bleaching  of  '•  woolen  and 
worsted  yarns,  also  braids,  tapes,  hosiery,  plush,  webbing,  etc.,  for  all  pur- 
poses," the  dyeing  embracing  all  the  new  and  fashionable  colors  which  a  c<.)n- 
stantly  changing  market  demands. 

In  1887  the  capacity  of  the  works  amounted  to  some  five  thousand  pounds 
per  day.  These  include  the  main  building,  loO  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and 
two  stories  high,  of  which  the  lower  fioor  is  used  for  preparing,  dyeing,  and 
bleaching,  and  the  upper  lloor  for  stock,  drying  anil  packing.  An  addition 
to  this  main  building  contains  boiler  and  pump  room,  and   there    are   other 
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buildings,  sticli  as  store  and  bleach  houses,  etc.,  with  also  upon  the  place  a 
*'  well-supplied  spring  of  the  best  water  that  can  be  producetl  for  this  special 
business."  The  establisiunent  is  situated  just  east  of  County  Street,  on  tlie 
Jow  lands  near  the  'J'cn  IMile  River,  about  half  a  n)ile  from  the  centre  of  the 
village  of  Attlcborough.  The  business  continues  to  l)e  prospeious  without 
abatement,  and  has  at  times  required  the  employment  of  as  many  as  twenty- 
one  hands. 

There  is  but  one  other  similar  establishment  in  town,  that  of  James  Orr, 
whose  location  is  the  old  "  City  Factory." 

SUSI'KNDKU    MANU FACTORY. 

A  few  3'ears  ago,  two  enterprising  young  men  in  East  .\ttleborougli  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  starting  an  entirely  new  undertaking  in  town,  and  after 
several  months  of  exi)erimenting  IJ.  P.  Marlile  and  C.  A.  Smith  decided  to 
commence  the  manufacture  of  a  new  kind  of  suspender.  They  formed  a 
copartnership  under  the  name  of  Tmc  Dukaislk  Susi'kndkk  Comi'axv,  and 
on  March  1,  ISSG,  begun  this  business  in  their  present  locati(jn  on  the  upper 
floor  of  "  Bates'  new  shop."  Some  months  previous,  these  gentlemen  had 
taken  out  a  patent  on  their  contemplated  article,  '' 'J'he  Adjustublc  Dural^le 
Suspender,"  of  which  they  are  "  the  inventors,  patentees,  manufacturers  and 
sole  owners;" 

A  description  of   this    suspender,  written  In'  souic  one  who  had  tried  it 

and  not  found  it  "  wanting,"  is  quoted  :  — 

TJic  Dunible  consists  of  two  ordinary  wob  IkiikI:?  wliicli  arc  attiichcit  to  iiirkcl-iilatoil  triin- 
niiiij^s,  wliieh  consist  of  buckles  in  front  and  a  buckle  bcliind  wiili-  .stronir,  tasty  chains  of 
adjusted  Icn^'tlis  and  peculiar  pattern,  and  a  |iatented  device  in  tlie  fonu  of  a  sprinj^  I>uttoii 
loop.  One  of  llii!  main  featiire>  ulierein  tlie  Durables  ililler  from  all  others  is  in  the  method 
of  fastening  in  the  back,  without  sewini;  or  rivctin.g,  in  such  a  way  that  tlie  web>  are  ailjustable 
and  interchanLreal)le.  'I'his  can  be  said  of  no  other  suspender  in  the  world,  anil  the>e  points 
alone  make  it  worth  the  cost.  The  webs  are  connected  at  llie  back  by  a  specially  dc>iirned 
buckle,  and  lannot  pos>il)ly  i)ull  apart,  and  the  ani:le  at  whicli  they  are  adjusted  can  be.  chaUired 
to  tit  any  width  of  shouMers.  Tlu-re  are  oilier  advantaj^es  over  sus|)ender>  of  familiar  pattern 
and  we  think  they  will  bo  readily  seen  and  admitted  by  all  who  will  carefully  examme  the 
Durable.  They  are  ea.>ily  buttoned  ami  UMbnttuned;  they  will  not  soil  tin;  clothimr.  the  tem- 
pered loops  have  a  peculiar  elastieitx  which  lake>  the  strain  from  the  biUtons  in  case?"! 
sudden  stoopiu!,'  or  any  unusual  movement.  The  webs  can  be  reversed  or  chan;;cd  if  desired. 
The  trimminic>  '"an  <iniekly  and  easily  be  adjusted  to  the  webs  of  old  .-uspender>.  They  feel 
more  comfortable  than  the  old  styles.  Kor  laborin^r  men  who  have  to  buy  suspenders  fr>- 
<iuently,it  will  be  a  real  economy  to  purchase  the  Durable,  while  those  who  are  lookin;^  only  to 
style  or  comfort,  will  lind  their  want>  fully  met  by  its  u.>e.  The  chains  are  of  u  style  thai 
fairly  entitles  them  to  the  name  Durable.  The  buttonin;.'  loop..-  are  made  of  tempered  wire 
■which  is  cut  the  desired  len;;th.>  by  a  machine,  and  then  bent  ju>t  the  required  ^hape  by 
another  inj^enious  machine  con>tructeil  particularly  for  the  purpose.  At  each  eml  of  the 
loops  which  extend  upwards  is  a  small  ball,  which  prevents  the  points,  which  would  otlicr- 
wJi-c  be  exposed,  from  wcariuu'  flie  clolhinu'.  They  also  .serve  as  eonvenieut  helpers  in  button- 
ing and  unliuttoninir.  The  w<-li»  are  made  e>pecially  for  the  comjiauy.  which  at  i)rc>ent  i- 
manufacturin:;  only  the  trimmings.' 


•  From  an  article  In  The  Atthboro'  Advocate. 
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These  siispeiulcrs  are  more  expensive  to  make  llian  any  others,  because 
unlike  others  the  trimmings  and  not  the  wel)s  arc  the  most  costly  portion.  No 
iron  or  steel  is  used  in  their  composition,  and  in  their  manufacture  skilled 
labor  is  absolutely  necessary  and  to  live  times  the  amount  nvpiired  in  the 
makiuo-  of  ordinary  trimmings  ;  but  as  tiiey  are  adjustable  to  any  web  "in 
one  moment's  time  and  with  no  appliances  except  the  fingers,"  they  would  be 
from  this  fact  alone,  if  from  no  other,  a  superior  article.  Tiiey  are  made  in 
three  grades  ;  namely,  No.  1  at  S4.o0  a  dozen,  Avhich  is  a  corded  web  of 
twenty-three  strands  of  rubber,  in  white"  modes  and  fancy  stripes,  also  in 
"Jacquard"  loom  web;  No.  2  at  $G  a  dozen,  also  a  fine  corded  web  of 
twenty-eight  strands  of  rubber  of  dilYerent  patterns;  and  No.  3,  a  (iner  web 
of  imported  stock,  witii  tiiirty-six  strands  of  rubber  and  six  dilVerenl  patterns, 
sold  for  S7  a  dozen.  These  latter  retail  for  a  dollar  a  pair,  and  this  enables 
the  dealer  to  make  an  excellent  profit.  For  a  still  liigher  price  —  S'*^  a  dozen 
—  the  company  will  furnish  tliis  article  with  "  a  liand  made,  curb  link  chain, 
with  every  link  hard  soldered."  In  this  the  chain  is  made  ''exactly  like  the 
best  watch  chains,  and  is  very  linely  finished." 

Like  most  inventions  ''of  merit,"  this  at  first  met  with  great  oppo.sition, 
but  the  memliers  of  the  firm  had  enough  of  the  necessary  persevciance,  and 
what  is  now  termed  "  push,"  to  overcome  the  obstacles  in  their  way,  and  they 
have  already  reached  a  position  which  assures  them  an  established  reputation 
and  success.  They  Iiave  twice  been  obliged  to  increase  their  facilities  for 
production,  and  orders  are  increasing  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner.  A 
patent  has  been  taken  out  in  England,  as  well  as  in  this  country,  and  orders 
from  there  have  been  received.  These  have  also  come  from  France,  .South 
America,  Mexico,  AVest  Indies,  and  Canada.  As  yet  the  manufacture  has 
not  become  very  generally  known  in  the  "Western  and  Southern  States,  but  it 
doubtless  soon  will  be,  for  under  date  of  December,  1887,  one  of  the  partners 
writes:  "We  have  to-day  received  orders  from  dealers  in  Alal)ama,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  INIinnesota,  Texas,  Maine,  New  York, 
and  last  but  not  least  our  own  Old  Bay  vState."  At  the  time  of  the  above 
writing  the  company  were  engaged  in  putting  new  machinery  into  their  shop, 
and  they  expected  after  January  1,  1888,  to  be  able  to  turn  out  2,000  dozen 
pairs  of  suspenders  per  month. 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  upon  so  jiatent  a  fact  as  the  great  importance  of 
introducing,  to  at  least  some  extent,  new  interests  requiring  skilled  artisans 
into  the  now  two  towns  of  Attleb(;rougli.  Tlie  success  which  has  so  speedily 
followed  the  coinmendal)le  efforts  of  this  firm  may  ami  should  stimulate  and 
encourage  other  younir  nieu  to  make  similar  elTorts.  though  in  varie<l  direc- 
tions, for  in  that  way  only  does  it  seem  possible  that  the  future  i)ros|)erity  of 
the  two  towns,  in  .so  many  ways  still  one,  can  be  assured  to  a  degree  in  any 
way  commensurate  with  the  remarkable  prosperity  of  the  past. 

There  has  alwavs  been  a  varietv  of  manufacturing  carried  on  in  town  on  a 
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larger  or  smaller  scale,  but  many  of  the  estahlislmu'iits  have  Iiad  only  a  l)rk*f 
existence,  and  have  thou  disappeared  entirely — in  tlie  case  of  the  older  ones 
leaving  little  more  tiian  a  memory  behind.  About  1800  there  was  a  small 
shop  on  the  site  later  occnpied  by  the  Union  House,  and  here  twelve  Scotch- 
men conducted  a  cotton-weavinii'  business.  They  made  apron  checks  and 
bcdticking  on  hand-looms.  This  must  have  been  the  earliest  manufactorv  of 
cotton  goods  in  town.  These  men  were  all  from  Scotland  or  tiie  north  of 
Ireland  ;  one  of  them,  William  Riley,  father  of  James  Riley,  of  North  Attle- 
borough,  and  another,  Huuii  INIacPherscm,  father  of  Daniel  MacPherson 
and  grandfather  of  the  late  Daniel  Pherson,  as  the  name  has  latterlv  been 
called. 

There  have  been  at  least  four  nail  factories,  and  all  on  the  Ten  INrile  River, 
and  it  would  seem  all  in  operation  at  the  beginning  of  this  century.  There 
WHS  one  in  Phiinville,  —  then  a  part  of  Attle])orongh,  —  the  I>eaver  Dam 
factory  already  mentioned  ;  one  at  the  Falls,  and  the  other  the  Deantown 
factory  where  Ephraim  and  Asa  Dean  made  all  kinds  of  nails.  From,  per- 
haps, 1803  or  1804  until  about  seven  or  eight  years  later,  these  appear  to 
have  been  the  indnstries  of  the  town,  and  the  manufacture  of  nails  became  a 
considerable  one.  P>phraim  and  Asa  Dean  built  the  factory  at  Deantown. 
and  after  it  passed  out  of  their  possession  it  was  converted  into  a  cotton  mill 
by  the  late  Dr.  Alfred  Martin.  Still  later  H.  M.  Daggett  rented  it  for  the 
purpose  of  making  yarn  and  knitting  cotton,  and  after  that  it  remained 
unoccupied  as  a  manufactory  for  some  years.  Recently  it  has  been  occupied 
by  O.  P.  RiciiAKUsoN  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  shuttle  iron.  31  r.  Richardson 
and  his  son,  O.  P.  Richardson,  Jr.,  composed  this  firm,  which  was  engaged 
in  the  business  up  to  the  time  of  the  former's  death.  The  business  was  never 
a  large  one.  [Its  latest  use  has  been  that  of  a  public  laundry.  The  once 
attractive  little  village  surrounding  it  has  almost  passed  out  of  existence. 
The  old  mill  tenement  house,  tiie  old  Barney  house,  and  recently  the  Dorrance 
Dean  house  have  been  destroyed  by  lire.  The  picturesque  prettiness  of  the 
place  is  now  gone,  and  of  its  former  oldtime  peaceful  beauty  little  but 
unsightly  ruins  remain.] 

It  is  said  the  nail  factory  at  tlie  Falls  stood  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
pond.  At  the  same  place  guid»arrels  used  to  be  polislietl,  and  among  thost- 
said  to  be  interested  in  that  work  were  Sylvester  Kverett,  Jonas  and  James 
Richardson,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Stanley.  There  was  formerly  a  tannery  on  tiie 
north  side  of  Flm  Street  in  North  Attlcborough.  and  tlie  vats  occupied  tlie 
low  grounds  near,  by  the  river.  Tlie  exact  date  of  its  existence  is  not  known, 
or  anything  of  the  amount  of  business  it  had.  Near  tliis  tannery  was  "  the 
first  shop  built  on  the  company's  privileges,"  and  it  was  used  b}-  David 
Whiting  for  turning  hubs  and  wheels. 

Some  distance  farther  down  Kim  Street  iron  ore  was  fouml  and  quarried 
very  early  in  this  century.     It  w.as  carried   to  some   adjoining  town  to  be 
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smelted,  but  to  which  one  is  not  told.  This  industry  did  not  continue  long, 
and  nothing  seems  to  be  known  regarding  its  size.  Combs  have  been  made 
at  times,  the  largest  manufacturers  having  been  Tikkt  &  AVhiting.  In 
addition  to  their  jewelry  business  E.  I.  Kiciiauixs  jJc  Co.  made  hooks  and 
eves  for  a  numbei-  of  years.  This  became  an  occupation  of  considcral)lc 
amount  and  gave  employment  to  many  girls  and  woineii  in  fastening  the 
hooks  and  eyes  upon  the  cards.  These  were  carried  out  from  the  shop  and 
distributed  in  the  houses  about  the  town,  and  the  work  was  done  there.  For 
a  long  time  many  ladies  and  some  children  were  very  industrious  braiders  of 
straw,  and  some  of  then)  sewers  also.  This  work  was  in  some  instances  a 
means  of  livelihood  and  in  many  others  as  an  adjunct  to  the  daily  household 
labor  (for  it  was  done  in  the  homes)  it  proved  a  convenient  and  agreeable 
method  of  earning  "  pin  money."  Straw  manufactmiug  was  also  carried 
on  in  East  Attleborough  in  what  used  to  be  called  the  "  Straw-shop,"  now 
Hriggs'  Hotel,  on  South  ^lain  Street,  and,  in  another  shop  across  the  rail- 
road. It  continued  for  some  years  and  for  a  time  was  quite  nourishing,  but 
ended  in  failure. 

Bricks  have  been  made  in  several  places,  it  is  said.  From  1S60  to  1870 
Joseph  Eldredge  carried  on  that  business,  making  some  two  hundred  thou- 
sand annually.  They  could  scarcely  have  found  a  very  ready  sale  in  town, 
as  at  that  time  there  were  very  few  buildings  constructed  of  brick,  and  the 
number  is  very  limited  even  now.  The  manufacture  of  glass  buttons  and 
steps  was  commenced  about  1S2S  by  Richard  Everett,  and  a  few  years  later 
he  was  employing  four  .hands.  Virgil  Blackinton  was  also  manufacturing 
glass  steps  at  the  same  time  and  employed  two  hands.  Jesse  F.  Kichards 
and  Edwin  Ellis  about  the  same  time  began  the  business  of  making  brass 
butts  and  castings  and  other  kinds  of  brass  works.  How  long  any  of  these 
establishments  continued  is  not  known.  For  some  years  hoopskirts  were 
made  in  East  Attleborough  by  Ira  ^I.  Conant  in  a  wooden  building  on 
Railroad  Avenue,  near  where  the  old  depot  stood.  This  was  at  a  compara- 
tively recent  time,  probably  "  about  war  times"  or  later. 

There  are  other  industries  represented  in  town,  but  those  mentioned  com- 
prise the  largest.  There  arc  tlfteen  or  sixteen  blacksmitiis,  a  brush  and  a 
bracket  manufactory,  one  confectioner,  and  one  cigar-maker.  There  are 
two  gristmills  and  a  grain  elevator,  four  iiarness  and  saddle  makers,  two 
makers  of  knit  goods,  three  machinery  manufacturers,  —  all  makers  of 
jewelers'  tools, — two  picture-frame  makers,  three  printing  and  publishing 
houses,  two  wood-turners,  one  washing-machine  maker,  three  cider  and 
vinegar  makers,  two  of  whicli  make  native  wines  from  the  grapes  of  their 
own  vineyards,  and  two  estai)lisliments  where  monunicntal  and  cemetery 
work  is  done.  The  largest  of  tlicse  wine  and  cider  makers  arc  H.  K.  W. 
Allen  and  G.  W.  and  A.  L.  Allen,  of  the  western  part  of  the  town.  The 
former  has  been  engaged  in  this  business  for  manv  vears,  and  his  is  one  of 
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consideriible  extent,  lie  Las  also  paid  special  attention  to  the  makins  of 
communion  wine.  This  is  sent  to  nii.ssion  stations  in  Kgypt,  I'.iitish  Lulin. 
China,  etc.  There  is  an  agency  at  tlie  Board  of  Foreign  ^Missions  in  'J'rc- 
mout  Temple,  Boston,  and  another  in  Providence.  Tliis  is  called  an  nnfer- 
mented  wine,  and  iSIr.  Allen  makes  also  a  fermented  wine.  This  is  miicli 
used  in  sickness.  A  silver  medal  and  diploma  were  awarded  him  at  the 
Farmers  and  :\Iechanics  Association  fair  in  October,  1883.  Mr.  Allen  had 
atone  time  quite  an  extensive  vineyard  ;  but  a  few  years  since  he  lost  some 
thousands  of  his  vines,  and  these  have  not  been  replaced.  He  has  never 
made  over  seventy  whiskey  barrels  full  of  wine  in  one  year,  and  recently 
be  has  been  making  about  half  as  much  and  about  one  half  as  much  (or  a 
little  more)  of  the  unfermented  wine  as  of  the  other.  This  business  lias 
long  been  locally  very  well  known. 

The  mere  mention  of  the  smaller  enterprises  serves  to  show  that  some  of 
our  citizens  are  kept  occupied  in  making  other  things  besides  jewelrv,  and 
recent  efforts  to  introduce  still  fiuther  varieties  of  occupation  on  a  huiier 
scale  than  for  some  time  previous  give  fair  promise  for  the  future  should  the 
chief  business  begin  to  siiow  signs  of  failure.  Although  jewelry  is  beyond 
all  comparison  the  industry  of  our  town,  the  scanty  record  here  given  is 
sullicicnt  to  show  that  other  and  large  industries  have  had  and  still  have 
a  fnm  foothold  here,  and  without  that  immense  business  by  which  we  are 
chiefly  distinguished  the  manufactures  of  the  town  could  not  be  called  wliollv 
unimportant. 
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CIIAPTKK   XIII. 

MANUKACTURKS,    CONTINrKD.  — .)i:Wi;i,l{Y    MANIKACTORIKS,   KTC. 

THIS  groat  entcrinisc,  wliicli  lias  assumed  oiionnous  proportions  and  givcMi 
AttK'boroiigh  a  world-wide  reputation,  had  its  coinnu'nceinciit  with  the 
very  earliest  niamifactnres  in  town.  It  was  in  the  year  1  7s()  that  a  Freiiebnian 
began  to  make  jewelry  in  North  Attleborongh,  l)nt  of  what  kind  tradition 
appears  to  say  nothing.  Ilis  factory  was  the  brick  forge  which  stood  on  tiic 
site  of  the  old  shop  on  the  premises  of  the  late  Jesse  V.  Richards.  This 
little  factory,  where,  in  connection  with  jewelry,  it  is  said  he  made  brass 
butts,  was  taken  down  in  1810.  Very  little  is  known  of  this  Frenchman, 
not  even  liis  name,  lie  was  called  "  the  foreigner,"  but  for  what  reason  no 
one  seems  to  know.  It  must  have  been  his  universal  title,  since  his  name 
has  been  entirely  forgotten,  and  very  probalily  was  bestowed  upon  hiin 
because  that  name  was  diOicult  of  pronunciation.  The  existence  at  that  time 
of  a  strong  .sympathy  between  America  and  Franco,  which  nation  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  birth  of  our  new  republic,  would  naturally  prevent  any  tinge 
of  opprobrium  from  being  attached  to  the  epithet,  as  has  been  the  case  in 
many  instances.  This  man  was  perhaps  with  one  exccj)tion  tlie  only  **  .alien  "' 
in  town  at  that  period,  the  other  being  the  Frenchman  Richaud.  living  in 
South  Attleborough. 

To  this  no  dou])t  deft  and  clever  stranger  we  must  look  as  the  founder  of 
our  greatest  industry.  His  hand  planted  the  tiny  seed  which  grew  and  multi- 
plied until  it  has  l)ecomc  a  grove  of  giant  trees,  with  wide  extending  branches 
whose  blossoms  adorn  not  only  unnumliercd  thousands  in  oin-  own  land.  l)nt 
in  many  other  lands  as  well.  This  business  is  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our 
town's  growth,  the  backbone  of  her  prosperity,  and  in  the  century  of  its 
existence  the  one  small  manufactory  has  increased  more  than  a  hundredfold. 
As  some  one  suggests,  Lafayette's  cspous.al  of  the  cause  of  the  colonies  may 
have  turned  the  attention  of  his  fellow-countrymen  to  America,  for  it  was 
during  the  days  of  the  Ivovolution  that  the  Frenchman  came  here  and  boiran 
to  work.  For  the  first  fifty  years  the  progress  of  the  industry  thus  l)egun 
was  very  slow.  Its  marvelously  rapid  growth  has  been  in  the  second  tifty 
years,  and  notably  during  the  latter  half  of  the  second  half-century. 

To  show  what  advancement  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  fifty  years,  the 
account  prepared  for  the  author's  previous  woik  on  the  town  is  tr:inscribed 
verbatim  :  — 

"  Manlkactokv  ok  .Tkwki.ky  —  Dra)>("i',  Tijfl  «t-  Co.  —  commenced  in  \f<2\. 
Thcv    now    manufacture,    annuallv,    to    the    amount    of    SIo-2O,U00    worth. 
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They  einplov  from  ]"_'  to  \'>  liautls  —  part  of  them  females.  The  huildin*' 
occupied  for  tliis  bu.siiiess  is  two  stories  high,  '10  feet  hy  22,  Sales  of  the 
iiiamifactnre  are  made  principally  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Thcv 
formerly  carried  on  to  a  large  amount  the  manufacture  of  Patent  Uiass  Door 
Ketches  or  Fasteners.  The  establishment  is  located  on  the  Turnpike  near 
Hatch's  Hotel. 

"  Hervey  M.  Richards  has  established  a  .Tfwelry  Shop  near  the  Union 
House  on  tlic  Turnpike,  —  manufactures  a  variety  of  articles,  watch  keys, 
finger  rings,  guard  chains,  breast  pins.  &.c.  —  commenced  in  1831  —  employs 
12  hands  —  3  females.  —  Amount  of  manufacture  about  88,000  per  year. 
The  building  is  2  stories,  32  feet  by  ](i.  He  rents  another  shop  on  the  sanie 
road,  which  employs  .">  workmen. 

"  Samuel  Phillips'  Jewelry  Shop,  near  tlie  city,  —  employs  about  G  liands  — 
manufactures  the  usual  variety.  Alfred  Barrows  has  also  established  a  work- 
shop of  the  same  kind. 

"  Richards  &.  Price  have  a  Jewelry  Shop  —  commenced  in  1830  —  employs 
6  hands  —  situated  between  the  Turnpike  and  the  Falls  Factory. 

"  Dennis  Everett's  Jewelry  Shop  —  commenced  business  in  1831  — employs 
now  4  hands." 

After  the  Frenchman  the  first  firm  was  formed — that  of  Colonel  Obed 
Robinson,  at  Robinsonville.  His  shop  was  the  first  one  ever  erected  ex- 
pressly for  this  manufacture  in  town.  It  was  "  the  little  yellow  house,"  still 
remembered  by  many,  which  stood  opposite  the  present  residence  of  ]Mr. 
R.  F.  Simmons,  and  is  now  remodeled  into  a  French-roofed  cottage.  There 
seem  to  have  been  several  members  in  tliis  firm,  but  whellicr  all  at  the  same 
tune  is  not  known.  Besides  Obed  Robinson  there  were  Otis  Robinson,  his 
brother,  iMilton  Barrows,  grandfather  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Barrows,  and  M.ark 
Baldwin,  —  prominent  in  the  famous  rifie  corps,  —  who  were  connected  witli 
it.  This  firm  commenced  operations  about  1807,  and  made  cliicfiy  carbon 
jewelry.  In  its  employ  was  one  David  Brown,  who  was  called  ''a  skilled 
workman  in  that  art."  Perhai)s  he  had  been  taught  tlie  trade  by  "  the 
foreigner." 

Tiic  next  establislunent  was  that  of  ."Manning  Richards,  who,  about  1810. 
bnilt  a  little  shop  on  his  farm  "at  the  head  of  tlie  Cumberland  Road."  He 
conducted  business  alone,  anil  was  successful  for  a  number  of  years. 

Next  comes  the  firm  of  Dkai-kk,  Tikkt  »\:  Co.  The  original  members 
were  Josiah  Diaper,  John  Titl't.  and  Ira  Richards,  and  as  has  been  stated 
the  firm  was  formed  iu  1821.  The  account  above  given  shows  that  in  a  few 
years  quite  a  degree  of  success  had  been  attained.  Din-ing  the  year  18;M 
Ira  Richards  withdrew  from  tliis  firm  to  form  another  with  his  son  and  nephew, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  George  Ilorr.  The  same  name  continued  until 
1800.  In  that  year  Mr.  Hon-  witlulrew,  and  .losepli  T.  Bacon  took  his  place. 
The  name  w.as  then  changed  to  Duaimik,  Tii-ir  *Sc  Bacon.     In    1851    John 
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Tifft  died,  and  soon  after  a  new  firm  was  formed  with  Frank  S.  Draper, 
Frank  L.  TilTt,  and  Jauios  D.  Lincoln  as  partners,  under  the  original  name 
of  DuArKK,  TiFKT  &  Co.  TliG  next  change  was  in  1850,  when  F.  S.  Draper 
went  out  of  the  firm  and  the  name  l)ei-ame  Lincoln,  Tn  kt  .V:  Bacon. 
Previous  to  this  time  the  l.i.sincss  had  heen  moved  to  Plainville.  In  18G2  in 
order  the  better  to  oompiv  will,  the  internal  revenue  laws,  the  Phunville  name 
was  chan-ed  to  .L  F.  Bacon  &  Co.,  and  the  New  York  name  hecamo  Lin- 
coln, Tifft  &  Co.  This  arrangement  continued  until  1877,  when  Frank  L. 
Tifft  died.  No  change  of  names  was  effected,  however,  until  three  years 
later  in  18.s0,  when  llarland  G.  Bacon,  the  son  of  J.  T.  Bacon,  and  Dan. 
Schofield,  fo.merlv  salesman  in  the  New  York  office,  were  admitted  to  the 
firm,  which  then  assumed  the  name  of  Lincoln,  Bacon  &  Co.  This  name 
it  still  retains,  and  continues  to  conduct  its  business  in  Plainvdle. 

The  ori-rinal  firm  was  the  first  notable  one  in  town,  and  it  became  one  of 
the  larcres",  if  not  the  very  largest  of  its  day,  in  the  country.  It  may  be 
said  to'have  had  an  existence  of  fifty-six  years,  from  18l'1  till  18/.,  when, 
bv  the  death  of  Mr.  Frank  Tifft.  the  last  representative  of  the  original 
founders  was. removed,  though,  as  has  been  seen,  his  name,  one  of  the  old 
familiar  ones,  was  retained  until  some  years  later. 

Richards  *S.  Puicic,  alreadv  mentioned,  was  the  next  lirm  to  organize. 
The  members  were  Calvin  K.chards  and  George  Price.  They  continued  but 
a  few  vears.  The  shop  thev  built  in  18:50,  opposite  the  residence  of  ^Ir. 
Price,  was  a  verv  large  one  for  that  date,  and  ^vas  the  third  one  erected  in 
town'  S  8  Da^crett  was  a  later  partner,  but  the  old  firm  entirely  ceased  to 
exist  with  the  reUrement  of  Mr.  Price  in  1856.  Mr.  Bichards  after  his 
retirement  built  a  shop  where  I\Ir.  Abiel  Codding  now  lives,  and  continued 
there  in  the  same  business.  .     .     ,  , 

Next  in  date  was  Dennis  Everett,  who  began  in  18.31  at  South  Attlebor- 
ouah,  with  Otis  Stanlev  for  a  partner.  They  made  watcheha.ns  and  keys. 
Atlcr  a  short  tin.e  this  firm  removed  to  North  Attleborough,  and  took  a  room 
in  Calvin  Richards'  shop.  \Vhen  ]Mr.  Stanley  retired  is  not  known,  but  about 
1836  Mv  Fverett  built  a  shop  for  himself,  had  Isaac  Bailey  for  a  partner 
for  a  time,  and  finallv  c-hauged  his  business  to  the  making  of  eye-protectors, 
and  glass  steps  for  "cotton  frames.     This  business  has  no  representative  m 

existence.  . 

E  IKA  RiciiAuns  &  Co.  is  the  oldest  firm  in  town,  though  it  exists  at 
present  under  a  name  of  comparatively  recent  date.  It  began  in  lH:):i,  when 
Hervev  M.  and  Edmund  Ira  Richards  f.n-med  a  partnership  mi.ler  the  name 
of  H  'm  &  F  I  RiciiAKi.s.  In  1S3-1  the  name  was  clianged  to  Iua  Bh  h- 
A.<ns'&  Co.  bv  the  entrance  of  Ira  Bichards.  In  18:56  II.  M.  Bichards 
retired,  and  George  Morse  and  Virgil  Draper  became  members,  the  name 
reinaiuin-  nnchan-ed.  In  l-sH  tin-  two  last-named  gentlemen  withdrew,  and 
Abiel  Coddin.^  entered  the  firm.     Tlie  original  building  erected  by  tins  firm 
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not  long  after  its  i-stablislinient  stood  about  wliere  the  present  one  stands. 
The  second  one  was  built  on  to  tlie  first  about  forty  years  ago,  and  the  present 
one,  probably  not  far  from  twenty  years  old,  is  as  large  as  any,  if  not  the 
largest,  in  town. 

In  184'),  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Ira  Richards,  .1.  I).  Richards  became  partner 
in  his  father's  place.  This  fn-m,  consisting  of  the  Richards  brothers  atid 
Mr.  Codding,  continued  unchanged  for  thirty  years,  and  it  was  durinir  their 
copartnership  that  the  great  business  of  the  concern  was  l)uilt  up.  In  187.0 
this  firm  was  dissolved,  but  a  new  one  was  at  once  organized,  consisting  of 
E.  I.  Richards.  F.  P».  and  Charles  I.  Richards,  and  ]•>.  I.  Richards,  Jr., 
under  the  name  of  E.  Ika  Ricuauus  &  Co.  Since  the  death  of  Ira 
Richards  thu  familiar  name  has  always  been,  and  often  is  still,  E.  I. 
RiciiAWDs  &  Co.,  though  tile  i)rosent  title  gives  the  second  name  of  the 
former  chief  partner  in   full. 

In  1882  C.  J.  Richards  retired  and  the  death  of  .Air.  E.  lin  Richards 
occurred.  \n  1883  Lucy  ^I.  Richards  became  a  n)i.'ml)er  of  the  firm.  In 
1887  F.  B.  Richards  retired,  and  the  firm  now  comprises  10.  Ira  and  Lucy 
M.  Richards.  Five  of  the  gentlemen  formerly  conneeted  with  this  firm  are 
dead  ;  namely,  Messrs.  Ira.  II.  ^I.,  and  E.  I.  Richards,  and  Messrs.  Morse 
and  Draper.     [Mrs.  Richards  has  since  died.] 

This  company  has  always  conducted  its  manufacturing  upon  the  same 
spot  in  North  Attleborough.  It  has  olHces  in  Xew  York,  Phihuklpliia,  and 
San  Francisco.  It  has  had  no  specialties,  but  since  becoming  thoroughly 
established  has  manufactured  a  complete  line  of  rolled  phited  jeweli-y.  I'or 
many  years  the  firm  was  the  largest  in  town  and  for  a  long  i)erio<l  far 
outranked  all  others,  as  it  employed  an  average  of  from  two  hundred  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  hands.  These  figures  refer  to  a  period  when  firms 
were  much  fewer  in  number  than  they  are  now ;  and  they  are,  therefore, 
comparatively  much  larger,  though  even  at  the  present  time  there  are  but 
one  or  two  establishments  that  give  eni[)loyment  to  so  large  a  number  of 
workmen.  The  superiority  of  its  goods  is  un(iuestionable,  and  f()mbiniiig 
variety  and  good  qualit}'  these  have  never  been  excelled  in  any  of  our 
manufactories.  From  the  very  first  it  has  been  prosperous,  its  first  suc- 
cesses almost  unprecedented,  and  its  prosperity  has  continued  through  fifty 
years  without  serious  interruptions.  Its  widespread  and  high  reputation  has 
been  well  earned  ;  it  holds  a  most  important  place  in  the  business  his.tory  of 
this  town,  and  so  long  as  jewelry  is  connected  with  the  name  of  Attleborough, 
so  long  will  the  fame  of  "  E.  I.  Riciiakds  &  Co.  "  be  remembered. 

Stki'iikn  Richakdsox  &  Co.  In  183(»  or  1837  this  firm  was  organized, 
Stephen  Richardson  and  Abiel  Codding  being  its  members.  Their  first  shop 
was  a  little  building  on  the  south  side  of  Elm  Street,  near  the  Ten  Mile 
River,  put  up  by  Mi'.  Richardson  at  a  cost  of  ?400,  and  they  employed 
ten  hands.      Mr.   Codding  left  the   tirm    in    1839.      In    1810  Mr.   Richardson 
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niovccl  to  Calvin  Kiclianls'  shop,  on  tlic  site  wlicic  Mr.  Coddiiiii's  house 
now  stands,  and  the  workiivj:;  force  was  doultlcd.  Three  years  later  he 
made  anotiior  move:  ,to  Du.m-kk,  Tiikt  &:  Co.'s  shop  near  Hatch's  tavern. 
Previons  to  this  removal  David  Capnm  had  become  his  partnei-  nnder  the 
style  of  STEriiKN  l?icirA)U)>ox  iK:  Co. ;  bnt  at  tliis  time  he  letirod  and 
Samuel  It.  iNIiller  took  his  place,  and  the  name  was  ehaniied  to  Riciiakdson 
&   Mii.r.i:i:. 

At  that  period  it  was  the  custom  for  someone  to  take  the  goods 
manufactured  and  travel  altont  the  country  to  sell  them  and  this  liini  was 
very  successful  in  that  way.  Their  quarters  soon  became  too  limited  and 
in  1848  INIr.  Richardson  built  a  new  shop  40  feet  by  30,  and  two  stories 
high.  Here  forty  hands  were  employed  and  the  business  done  became  so 
large  as  to  soon  demand  a  doubling  of  facilities.  IMany  of  the  firms  used 
to  exhibit  their  goods  in  tlie  rooms  of  tlie  old  Western  Hotel  in  New  York, 
but  in  1851  Mr.  Miller  opened  an  oHice  foi-  this  one  at  Xo.  21  Maiden 
Lane.  He  withdrew  in  18.')6  and  ^Iv.  Kichardson  was  alone  for  two  vears 
or  more.  In  185'J  his  son  Clarence  H.  Richardson  became  his  partner,  and 
the  name  became  Sticphkn  Richakdsox  &,  Son.  The  New  York  (-llice  was 
changed  to  No.  177  Broa<lv,ay  and  one  opened  in  Philadelphia. 

In  1870  the  factory  was  burned  and  another  built  immediately  and  much 
larger,  where  a  hundred  and  thirty-five  hands  were  emi)loyed.  A  large  trade 
with  Cuban  and  European  ports  was  established.  Mr.  Richaidsun's  death 
occurred  in  1877  and  since  that  time  tiic  son  has  continued  the  business 
under  the  same  name.  In  1882  the  firm  was  again  burned  out  and  room 
for  the  manufacturing  was  found  in  "Whiting's  building.  For  about  twentv- 
five  years  this  company  has  made  a  great  variety  of  articles  —  chains  and 
novelties  in  gold,  silver,  copper,  or  brass  —  anything  the  market  called 
for.  This  was  the  first  of  our  lirnis  to  ship  goods  to  Europe  and  a  few 
years  ago  it  began  to  ship  to  Japan,  tlie  lirst  and  oidy  one  in  town  to  send  to 
that  country.  This  has  been  a  very  large  and  exceptionally  successful 
establishment.     [Has  passed  out  of  existence.] 

About  1837  W.  II.  Robinson  began  his  career  in  this  vocation  in  the  old 
button  shop  at  West  Attleborough.  During  the  same  year  he  built  a  brick 
shop  upon  his  own  farm  in  that  vicinity.  S.  L.  Daggett  had  become 
a  partner  at  that  time,  and  the  linn  name  was  Dag(;i:tt  &  Roi5ix.>ox. 
When  Mr.  Daggett  retired  is  not  known,  but  William  (Juild  became  a 
member  in  1840  and  in  18r)0  the  name  became  Roi{iN><)X  &  Co.  This  firm 
at  one  time  had  quite  a  large  business  and  employed  as  many  as  forty  hands. 
I^Ir.  Robinson  remained  a  partner  until  about  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
1868  the  firm  consistetl  of  his  three  sons,  D.  II.,  E.  A.,  and  W.  H. 
Robinson,  Jr. 

Edwin  A.  Robinson  retired  in  l.sTO  and  went  to  Providence.  He  came 
from  there  to  East  Attleborough  in   1875,  bought   '*  the    Railey  property," 
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and  biiill  :i  large  brick  factory  five  stories  liigli,  iucliKling  the  btisemcnt. 
He  occupies  one  lloor  himself  :vn<l  makes  i\  variety  of  specialties,  such  as 
platetl  rings,  chains,  collar  buttons,  scarfpins,  studs,  lacepins,  etc.  He 
has  within  a  few  years  built  anotlier  large   factory. 

Daniel  H.  Robinson  still  continues  the  manufactory  under  tiie  old  name 
of  HoiJiNsoN  &  Co.,  and  in  the  same  brick  shop  built  l)y  his  father,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  town.  His  specialty  is  line  ''  foil  stone  "  scarfpins,  stmls, 
and  drops, 

Haywaud  it  Hkigcjs,  now  Havwai{1)  (fc  Swekt.  This  is  one  of  the 
oldest  companies  extant.  The  senior  member  of  the  former  lirm,  the  late 
Charles  K.  Ilayward,  was  among  the  pioneers  in  jewelry  manufacturinc^ 
in  East  Attleborough.  In  IS'jl  he  came  from  North  Attleborongh  to  the 
Mechanics,  where  with  Archibald  Thompson,  S.  M.  J.ewis,  and  .S.  N. 
Carpenter  he  started  a  company  under  the  name  of  Thompson.  Haywaki:) 
(fc  Co.  This  was  after  the  Carpenters  liad  suspended  operations  in  the 
cotton  uiill  and  while  their  affairs  were  in  process  of  settlement.  The  two 
last-named  gentlemen  retired  in  about  four  years  and  Mv.  Thompson  at  the 
same  time  or  soon  after,  for  in  I800  Mr,  Hayward  associated  with  himself 
Mr.  Jonathan  Ihiggs,  Ihey  together  forming  the  well-known  firm  of  Haywahu 
&  Bkiggs,  the  name  and  partnership  continuing  for  thirty  3'cars. 

In  1869  the  firm  was  burned  out  in  the  Steam  Power  Iniilding  fire.  This 
fire,  which  burned  four  shops,  occurred  in  the  night,  and  before  moruiuir 
Mr.  Hayward  had  hired  a  place  to  which  he  removed  the  business  tempo- 
rarily, until  the  new  Steam  Power  Company's  building,  immediately  erected, 
was  in  readiness.  In  1873  the  firm  erected  tlie  large  shop  known  as 
Hayward's  building,  a  part  of  which  they  occupied,  and  where  their  suc- 
cessors still  remain.  No  firm  in  town  ever  gained  a  better  reputation  than 
this  one,  and  that  good  reputation  has  been  steadily  maintained.  Fine 
plated  goods  in  great  variety  have  been  made  by  them  and  their  quality 
can  be  liest  described  by  the  statement  lliat  only  l.s  k.  gold  was  used 
in  their  production,  the  goods  proving  always  and  strictly  what  they 
purported  to  be.  Theirs  was  for  many  years  the  largest  and  most  important 
business  in  the  East  village.  It  g.nve  employment  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  workmen  and  sui)plied  an  extensive  market  with  l)i)th  hanilsome  and 
substantial  goods.  These  were  sold  in  New  York  under  cliargc  of  Mr. 
Hriggs,  who  resided  there,  while  Mr.  Hayward  had  entire  supervision  of 
the  maimfaetory  here. 

In  July,  18.S5,  tlie  old  firm  was  dissolved  and  Walter  K.  Ilayward  became 
associated  witli  his  father,  under  the  name  of  C.  E.  Haywai:i»  &  Co. 
In  May,  188G,  Mr.  Hayward  dieil  and  the  son  continued  alone,  until  in  18S7 
George  L.  Sweet  became  his  partner  and  the  present  name  of  Haywaud 
&  SwKKT  was  assumed. 

Haywako  &  IJiiKiGs  trained  a  generation   in    the   art  of  jewelry  making, 
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and  the  name  will  l»e  reincMiibered  as  a  synonym  of  justice,  lioiicsty,  and 
probity  in  mercantile  transactions  in  tlic  annals  of  onr  great  industry  tlnouo-h 
many  a  coming  generation. 

H.  8.  Fkkkman  &  Co.  The  first  name  of  tiiis  firm  was  Fi;i:i;man  et 
Bko.,  its  members  ]?onjamin  S,  and  Joseph  -J.  Freen)an,  and  their  Inisi- 
uess  was  established  in  1817  in  a  portion  of  their  father's  house  at  the 
Falls.  They  began  with  twenty-five  hands,  or  therea])outs,  and  continued 
for  several  years  in  that  place  and  then  moved  into  the  shop  next  the  V-aWh 
mill,  which  had  been  built  for  them.  About  18.k3  Virgil  IJichards  l)ecame 
a  member  of  the  firm  and  Co.  was  added  to  the  name.  In  l.S.VS  property 
v<-as  purchased  at  Ivobinsonville  and  at  once  occupied,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  brothers  bought  out  ^Ir.  Kichards  and  resumed  the  former  name.  They 
began  soon,  and  among  the  earliest  in  town,  to  luake  rolled  plated  goods, 
vest  chains  being  one  of  their  specialties.  After  moving  to  Kobinsonville 
they  commenced  the  manufacture  of  cin-b-chains. 

J.  J.  Freeman  bought  an  imported  curb-chain  and  after  making  many 
experiments  he  reached  the  desired  result  in  constructing  machinery  to 
make  rolled  plated  curb-ciiains  successfully.  These  were  the  first  made  in 
Attleborough  and  were  known  as  "Freeman's  curb-chains";  they  were 
made  in  large  quantities  and  sold  extensively.  In  18G0  the  firm  became 
FuEEMAN  &  Co.,  and  soon  after  a  temporary  change  was  etYected  in  the 
kind  of  goods  manufactured,  a  change  which  was  demanded  by  the  war. 
Articles  were  made  which  were  needed  for  soldiers'  use,  such  as  war  badges, 
brass  chains,  and  even  military  buttons. 

In  1879  Joseph  J.  Freeman  died,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  present 
one  of  B.  S.  Freeman  «fc  Co.  Mr.  Freeman  was  an  ingenious  nnin,  pos- 
sessing many  ideas  of  his  own  and  naturally  an  inventor.  lie  was  clever 
in  making  designs  and  had  the  mechanical  skill  necessary  to  e.Kecute  them. 
Much  of  the  credit  for  the  large  measure  of  success  attained  by  this  com- 
pany is  due  to  him.  B.  S.  Freeman,  Jr.,  w:is  admitted  to  the  firm  in  \x><-2, 
and  no  further  changes  have  occurred.  Solid  rolled  plate  goods  is  the  make 
of  this  firm,  chiefly  chains  and  bracelets,  and  prosperity  has  attended  it 
from  the  beginning.  When  business  is  brisk  from  fifty  to  sixty  hands  are 
employed,  and  sometimes  a  larger  number.  Its  New  York  ollice  is  at  194 
Broadway. 

J.  F.  Stuudv  it  Co.  started  soon  after  Fkeeman  ct  Buo.  Mr.  .Sturdy 
had  previously  been  in  business  in  Providence,  first  as  a  maker  of  dies  and 
later  of  jewelry,  with  his  brotiier,  James  II.  Sturdy,  and  while  they  were 
together  there  they  discovered  the  process  of  making  what  is  now  called 
rolled  or  stock  plate.  They  came  to  Robinsonville,  and  on  September  7. 
1849,  the  company  was  organized  as  DitATEK,  Sruui>v  it  Co.  and  consisted 
of  J.  F.  and  J.  H.  Stunly  and  Herbert  M.  Draper.  They  int nxhixi.il  the 
inauufacture  of  rolled  gohl  plated  sOx-k  and  Jeivelri/  into  the  town  of  Attic- 
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borough.  Tlioy  :ilsu  goiuMou.sly  iinpjiitfd  to  ci'ituiu  otlier  jewelers  :i  knowl- 
edge of  their  process  of  making  this  rolled  plate,  which  was  speedily  acted 
upon,  and  the  result  has  been  a  very  general  adoption  of  their  method. 

September  G,  18.00,  J,  H.  Sturdy  retired,  and  September  16,  18.')1,  .lames 
A.  [Mason  entered  the  firm.  Some  further  change.s  look  place,  and  finallv 
J.  A.  Perry  and  F.  Doll  l)ecame  associated  with  Mr.  Sturdy  under  the 
present  style  of  J.  F,  Stludy  &  Co.  They  in  18G1  began  manufacluriii._r 
curb-chains  of  rolled  plate.  This  partnership  ended  in  al)()Ut  a  year,  and 
INIr.  Stin-dy  remained  in  tlie  bubiness  alone  for  thirteen  yeai's.  In  187o  his 
son  Frederick  F.  became  associated  witli  iiim,  and  in  187J  his  two  other 
sons,  Herbert  K.  and  Frank  M.  Sturdy,  continuing  tiie  name;  assumed  in 
ISC)].  These  four  gentlemen  are  still  the  members  of  this  firm,  which, 
through  its  contiuuance  of  almost  forty  ye:\rs  at  what  is  nuw  the  Falls,  lias 
done  a  fair  business  and  been  steadily  successful. 

F.  C.  Whitney  «fc  Co.  F.  G.  Whitney  and  K.  AV.  Davenport  formed 
this  firm  in  1819  and  began  operations  in  a  building  now  standing  on  East 
Street,  North  Attleborough.  In  18.J2  they  luiilt  and  occupied  the  shop 
which  later  became  the  carriage-shop  of  .John  Stanj.ky  «t  Son.  Henrv 
Dunster  subsequeutly  entered  the  (irm,  and  in  18.);5  Mr.  Davenport  with- 
drew. In  18.59  jiew  quarters  were  taken  iirK.  I.  Kichards'  factory,  and 
Eliakim  Kice  was  admitted  to  partnership,  remaining  till  1.S71,  when  he 
retired.  About  that  time  the  present  firm  name  was  adopted  ;  but  what 
its  previous  titles  were  the  writer  does  not  know.  In  1873  the  business 
was  moved  to  the  Company's  factory,  and  it  became  very  nourishing,  the 
employees  nund)ering  all  the  way  from  one  to  two  hundred. 

lu  187G  Mr.  AVhitney  built  a  large  factory  for  himself  at  Davis'  Inidge. 
Chestnut  Street,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  })y  thirty-five,  and  three  stories 
in  height.  This  was  subsequently  burned  and  immediately  rebuilt.  The 
business  is  at  present  conducted  by  George  IJ.  and  Edwin  F.  Whitney,  sons 
of  the  founder  of  the  firm.  The  goods  of  the  old  firni  weie  of  brasswork, 
every  kind  of  fancy  goods  anil  n<;velties  called  for  by  the  caprices  of  the 
market.  The  manufacture  at  present  is  oxidizeil  and  silver-plated  articles 
—  lacepins,  cult-buttons,  clasps,  Imckles,  bracelets,  hairpins,  and  collarettes, 
and  also  a  great  variety  of  articles  in  liie-gilt  and  electro-i»late.  This  was 
among  the  earliest  establishmenls  where  inexpensive  jewelry  was  manu- 
factured, and  it  supplies  both  a  foreign  and  domestic  market.  It  has  an 
office  on  Broadway,  New  York.     [This  firm  has  ceased  to  exist.] 

Wnrnc  &  Shaw.  This  is  the  oldest  representative  of  the  jewelry  traile 
in  South  Attleborough.  The  firm  was  organized  in  18."»2  and  is  the  olde.-<i 
in  town  bearing  a  never-changed  name.  i\t  first  the  juanufacturc  was  of 
brass  jewelry,  Imt  for  s<;me  time  has  been  that  of  jewelers'  findings.  The 
shop  is  a  little  out  of  the  centre  of  the  village.  In  the  ordinary  gooil  cou- 
ditions  of  business  the  employees  here  number  ten  to  twelve. 
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II.  V.  Bakkows  &  Co.  This  linn  l)c:irs  the  name  it  l)Oic  oiiuiiKiIly.  the 
adilitioii  of  "Co."  execptt-d.  and  dining  tliu  tliirty-livo  years  of  its  existence 
lias  had  but  one  othei-  chanuc.  It  is  one  of  tlie  ohlest  and  hirjjest  in  the 
town.  The  senior  meniher,  Henry  F.  liarrows,  beoan  for  himself  in  lSo;5 
in  the  old  shop  near  the  T.iaid  niilK  or  Kails  factory.  The  foUowinir  year 
Janu'S  II.  Sturdy  entered  into  partnership  with  him  under  the  style  of 
Haukoavs  &  Sri-ituv,  and  in  IHAC  they  leinoved  to  the  K'ichards  factory  in 
North  Attleborough.  In  1H")7  IMr.  Sturdy  witlubew,  and  Jvouis  A.  Harrows 
and  E.  S.  Richards  entered  the  firm,  which  tooU  the  name  of  II.  K.  IJaim.'ows 
(S:  Co.  Louis  A.  Harrows  died  in  ISCO.  In  18(;-J  or  1863  Mr.  IJichards 
retired  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  thereafter  II.  F.  Harrows,  Sr.,  con- 
stituted the  firm,  though  his  two  sons  as  they  became  old  enouiih  became 
connected  with  the  business.  On  January  1,  1.S87,  they  were  both  a<lniilted 
to  the  firm,  whose  members  now  are  II.  F.,  Ira,  and  II.  F.  Harrows,  .Ir. 

About  1-SG2  the  firm  removed  to  their  own  manufactory  on  Hroad  Street, 
where  they  still  remain.  Mr.  Harrows  commenced  with  from  six  to  ten 
workmen,  and  now  the  average  number  in  his  firm's  employ  is  (jue  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  with  sometimes  an  increase.  With  the  association  of  the 
last-named  i)artners  the  old  custom  of  monthly  payment  of  wages  was 
changed  to  semi-monthly,  a  custom  adopted  frequently  at  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Barrows  began  among  the  earliest  to  make  rolled  plate,  —  doubtless 
from  his  association  with  IMr.  Sturdy,  — and  no  change  has  since  been  made 
in  the  character  of  the  manufacture,  which  is  the  best  of  its  kind.  Great 
varieties  and  many  patterns  of  goods  have  been  made  to  respond  to  the  call 
of  the  market  from  time  to  time,  and  at  present  the  specialty  is  chains. 
The  New  York  odice  of  this  firm  is  at  177  Broadway.  It  is  in  the  charge 
especially  of  Ira  Barrows,  who  has  a  residence  in  that  city. 

H.  D.  Mkkkitt  &  Co.  In  18o.t  H.  D.  Merritt  and  .1.  li.  Draper  started 
in  business  together  in  the  Richards  factory  as  MKRurrr  &  Dkai'i;i{.  In 
1870  they  removed  to  Mansfield,  and  while  the  business  was  being  con- 
ducted there  Mr.  Draper  retired  from  it.  John  Shepardson  took  his  place 
and  the  firm  its  present  name.  Jn  1872  the  business  was  brought  back  to 
its  former  place,  where  it  increased  and  prospered.  IMr.  Merritt  died  in 
1878,  and  Mr.  Shepardson  took  as  a  partner  C.  II.  Miller.  The  firm  con- 
tinues under  the  same  name,  making  rolled  plate  and  silver  goods.  [Mrs. 
H.  D.  Merritt  and  W.  Vs\  Sherman  are  i)resent  partners.] 

C.  E.  W.  SiiKKMAN  &  Son.  As  we  have  seen,  a  Frenchman  established 
the  manufacturinir  of  jewelry  in  town,  and  it  was  by  means  of  a  Frenchman 
also  that  jewelers  here  were  first  enable«l  to  get  their  clippings  and  sweep- 
ings refined.  One  used  to  "stop  over"  in  North  Attlel)orough  on  his  way 
to  r.oston,  and  going  from  sho|)  to  shoj)  make  collections  of  these  infinitesi- 
mal fragments  in  a  handkerchief  and  take  them  to  that  city  for  the  necessary 
process.     Later,  these  materials  were  sent  to  New  York,  and  this  continued 
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to  be  the  custom  miiil  .Tuly,  1S.'>1,  at  whicli  time  Mr.  .Shoniiun  and  acoriro 
K.  Davis,  as  Geoi{Gk  K.  Davis  &  Co.,  begun  operations  in  this  branch 
of  the  jewelry  business.  Their  shop  was  near  the  Davis  bridge  on  the  Ten 
Mile  Kiver.  This  copartnership  was  dissolved  in  two  or  three  years.  .Mr. 
Slierman  then  built  himself  a  shop  on  Kbn  Street,  where  the  firm  now  is, 
and  transacted  business  for  iiimself  till  the  autumn  of  187;"),  when  iiis  sou, 
William  W.  Sherman,  became  associated  with  him  undiM-  the  present  name. 
The  fact  that  ten  years  ago  from  Sr)0,000  to  .S(iO,000  worth  of  gold  was 
annually  obtained  by  this  lirm  from  clippings,  etc.,  shows  the  size  and 
importance  of  its  sj)ecial  work,  and  within  a  few  years  this  amount  has 
probably  about  doubled. 

To  the  work  of  gold  and  silver  reliners  the  tirm  add  that  of  assayers  and 
smelters  and  manufacturers  of  !»lue  vitriol.  Mr.  Sherman's  was  the  lirst  firm 
of  its  kind  in  town,  and  for  a  long  period  it  continued  to  i)e  the  only  one. 

Within  a  few  years  an  establishment  of  a  similar  kind  has  been  started 
in  East  Attleborough,  that  of  r>.\iciii:it  »Vc  IJfifi.iNOiiAMi:,  who  also  deal  in 
various  supplies  for  the  trade.     [Not  in  existence.] 

Bates  &  Bacon.  The  origin  of  this  lirm  dates  baek  to  the  well-remem- 
bered year  of  l.sr>7,  the  time  of  a  general  depression  and  prostiation  of 
business  and  of  widespread  financial  difficulties.  On  September  10  of  that 
year  the  firm  of  Skinnku,  Viai.i,  iS:  Co.,  of  which  .1.  M.  Bates  was  a  mem- 
ber, started  in  a  room  over  Hlackinton's  shuttle-siiop.  At  the  end  of  a  year, 
in  which  the  business  had  not  been  large  oven  for  those  times,  Mr.  Bates  had 
come  to  tlie  conclusion  that  more  ''  push  "  was  required  to  satisfv  his  ambi. 
tiou.  lie  therefore  sold  out  his  interest  in  tiie  above-mentioneil  firm  and 
formed  a  new  one,  that  of  Batks,  Cai'ron  &  Williams,  and  hx-ated  in  the 
Falls  factory,  now  that  of  the  Gold  Medal  Bl'aid  Co.  Two  years  of 
prosperity  followed  this  new  organization  and  then,  >Mr.  Bates'  partners 
desiring  a  change  of  location,  he  sold  out  to  William  Sherman.  This  com- 
pany removed  to  ^Mansfield  but  was  unfortunate,  and  after  a  few  years  relin- 
quished business.  Such  also  was  the  experience  of  Mr.  Bates'  original 
partners;  they  were  not  successful  and  therefore  letired  from  tiie  jewelry 
business  altogetlier. 

On  leaving  the  Falls  Mr.  Bates  retmiied  to  his  old  place  in  the  sliattle- 
shop  and  did  a  moderately  gooil  imsiness  there  for  three  years.  Then  lie 
removed  to  the  East  village  and  (occupied  the  lower  story  of  the  Steam  Fo\\«r 
Company's  building.  The  effect  of  the  war  was  favoral)le  to  ISIr.  F.ates.  f'^r 
not  long  after  it  commence<l  his  business  began  to  increase,  for  18<;;i  was 
a  year  of  marked  prosperity,  and  this  continued  until  ISCT.  At  that  tim«-  a 
very  large  trade  had  been  built  up  and  3Ir.  Bates  deemed  it  •>  wise  to  take  a 
partnei."  George  M.  Bacon  entered  into  partnership  with  him,  and  togellie'' 
they  still  form  the  lirm  of  IVmks  »&  Bacon.  .Mr.  IJacon  at  once  pmvol  a 
"valuable  assistant."     He  has   been   the   salesman  of  the  concern  ami   h:'-* 
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always  filled  thai  dilliciill  position  witli  remarkable  success.  He  greatly 
cnlari^cd  aud  extended  tlic  sales  of  the  lirni's  goods,  and  during  the  twenty 
years  of  this  partnership  so  far  an  increase  has  been  continually  maintained. 

In  these  days  of  almost  unlimited  comi)etition,  not  only  in  this  l)ut  in 
almost  every  branch  of  trade,  the  ollice  of  salesman  is  no  sinecure  but 
one  of  varied  and  dillicult  requirements.  Nerve,  activity,  determination,  a 
pleasiiif  address,  agreeable  manners,  the  power  of  adaptation  to  all  places, 
circumstances,  and  peoi)le,  a  tiiorough  knowledge  of  his  own  line  of  tralllc, 
and  about  as  much  of  his  neighl)ors',  are  some  of  the  characteristics  needed. 
The  complete  salesman  must  be  ever  alert,  quick  to  see  and  seize  chances, 
aud  conversant  with  every  piuisc  of  the  entire  market;  he  nmst  be  endowed 
with  a  great  amount  of  diplomacy — indeed  l)e  al)le  to  turn  refusal  into 
acceptance,  either  by  his  own  "power  of  persuasion"  or  by  the  medium  of 
an  open  purse  and  a  generous  hand.  In  a  word,  his  slate  must  always  be 
that  of  "  up  and  doing,"  lest  another  step  in  before  him  and  win  the  jjrize. 
What  he  has  accomplished  for  his  firm  proves  :\Ir.  liacon  to  be  the  happy 
possessor  of  at  least  a  goodly  share  of  these  requisites. 

The  specialty  of  this  firm  has  always  been  rolled-gold  plated  tjracelets, 
althouffh  it  has  made  jewelry  of  almost  every  description.  It  employs  a 
large  number  of  hands  —  in  the  busiest  seasons  as  many  as  two  hundred.  In 
1882  ^Messrs.  Rates  and  liacon  made  an  innovation  by  introducing  into  Attle- 
borough  the  manufacture  of  watchcascs.  They  make  these  l)oth  filled  and 
of  14k.  gold.  The  venture  proved  a  good  one.  for  the  growth  of  the  I)nsi- 
ness  has  been  constant  and  tliey  now  turn  out  one  imndred  and  fifty  cases  a 
day.  A  few  years  ago  additional  space  was  required,  and  in  18>!1  Mr.  Bates 
built  a  shop  200  feet  long,  oh  feet  wide,  and  four  stories  high,  which  the  firm 
now  occupies.  The  paydays  here  are  monthly  —  on  the  fifteenth  instant. 
This  is  the  largest  firm  in  East  Attleborough.' 

G.  A.  Dean  &  Go.  In  January,  18.j7.  A.  M.  Everett,  G.  A.  Dean, 
S.  L.  Morse,  E.  S.  Capron,  and  R.  liliss  organized  as  EvKUKrr,  Dkan  A:  Co. 
S.  L.  Morse  left  the  firuj  in  November,  1858,  and  E.  S.  Cai)ron  in  May,  18."i:). 
In  January,  18r.O,  B.  B.  Day  became  a  partner  aud  the  name  was  changed  to 
EvEKKTT,  Day  &  Co.  A.  31.  Everett's  withdrawal  in  July,  l.sG7,  necessi- 
tated another  change  in  name  and  that  of  Day,  IjI.iss  »S:  Di:an  was  taken. 
Mr.  Day  died  in  January,  1871.  and  the  business  was  then  continued  in  the 
name  of  Bliss  ifc  Dkax,  Kodolpluis  Bliss  and  George  A.  Dean  being  the 
partners.  Mr.  Bliss  died  in  August,  188;!,  and  in  the  following  Jamiary  the 
present  name  was  adopted.  3Ir.  Dean,  its  present  representative,  is  the  only 
one  of  the  five  original  inend)ers  left  in  the  business.  Of  the  six  gentlemen 
associated  in  it  during  its  existence  three  are  dead  and  the  other  two,  Mr. 


'Messrs.  Hatos  nn<l  Wixcnw  have  (ll^solvcl  partncrslilp  liy  ilic  wltlulrawal  of  'S\r.  liacon  from  Uie 
•Iriii.    Mr.  Haicrt  eonilnucs  the  biislnuss  ami  retains  tlio  oltl  linn  immc. 
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Everett  and    IMr.    Cuproii,  liave    for   many  years   l)Cen  engaged    in   different 
vocations. 

At  the  organization  nine  bands  were  employed.  As  with  other  lirnis.  the 
nnniber  of  liands  has  had  a  varying  inen'aso,  Itnt  during  tlie  past  fifteen 
years  the  average  has  been  about  seventy-five.  Though  several  elituigcs  of 
name  liave  oceurred,  none  have  taken  plaee  in  the  natni-c  of  the  goods 
manufaeturcd.  These  have  lieen  always  of  rolled  plate,  anil  for  many  years 
chains,  charms,  and  bracelets,  though  formerly  lockets  were  also  made. 
This  lirm  lias  made  an  exeelleut  class  of  goods  and  met  with  an  abundant 
measure  of  success.  It  has  long  l)een  one  of  the  most  solid  and  substantial 
linns  in  its  jjart  of  the  town.     Its  New  York  olliee  is  at  101  Uroadwav. 

lii.AKK  ik.  Clailin,  successors  to  Stiimjv  r,i{os.  »fc  Co.  July  1.  IS.JU, 
Charles  II.  and  Albert  \\ .  Siurdy  formed  ^^  partnership  under  the  name  of 
SxruDv  HitoriiKi.'s,  botii  having  previously  hr.tl  practical  i-xpciience  in  jewelrv 
manufaeturing.  They  locate<l  in  one  of  the  Steam  Power  C'ompanv's  l)uild- 
ings  and  were  burned  out  within  three  months  in  the  great  fire  which 
destroyed  all  that  Company's  shoi)S.  They  saved  some  tools  and  n)oved  tem- 
porarily to  Mansfield.  The  Steam  Power  Company  immediately  rebuilt — if 
we  remember  rightly,  a  large  new  shop  was  comiileted  in  sixty  days  after  the 
foundations  were  laid,  under  the  ellicient  management  of  the  late  Jesse  R. 
Carpenter,  and  in  the  autumn  of  18G1  .Stiiidv  BitornKus  returned  to  town 
and  located  in  this  new  l)uilding. 

jVIean while  during  the  summer  of  that  year  A.  W.  Sturdy  had  enlisted  and 
through  the  two  years  of  his  service  C.  H.  Sturdy  carried  on  the  business 
alone.  The  early  days  of  the  war  were  "dull  times,"  but  in  ISC.."!  '-business 
throughout  the  country  revived  under  the  impetus  of  the  paper  money  issued 
by  the  government,"  and  about  that  time  Mr.  Albert  Sturdy  received  his  dis- 
charge on  account  of  a  severe  wound  which  untittt'd  him  for  further  service, 
and  returned  home.  Like  many  others  at  that  period  this  firm  took  a  "  new 
lease  of  life."  Between  ISGoand  the  close  of  the  war  they  made  gold, 
silver,  and  rolled  plate  army  badges  in  very  large  quantities,  and  also  vari- 
ous emblems  for  the  use  of  soldiers,  such  as  regimental  badges  for  their 
identification,  etc. 

When  the  demand  for  these  articles  ceased.  Smun-  Bijotiiehs  tui-ned  their 
attention  to  the  making  of  ladies'  jewelry  in  rolled  plate.  These  goods  were 
of  the  best  (jualit}',  and  the  firm  soon  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  for 
producing  liist-elass  woik  and  for  many  years  c:flried  on  an  extensive  l>u.-i- 
ncss  in  this  line.  C.  II.  Sturdy  retired  in  .Inly,  l.s71.  and  H.  (;.  Webster,  of 
Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  took  a  place  in  the  firm  and  Co.  was  addeil  to  the  old  name. 
For  fifteen  or  twejity  years  the  number  of  employees  varied  from  forty  to 
eighty  as  the  demands  of  the  market  warranted.  The  payioll  averaged 
nearly  S1,0U0  |)er  month,  and  the  sales  during  many  years  reached  .SlUO.CUU. 
For  twenty  years  all  the  goods  manufactured  were  sent  to  the  Company's 
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oflicc  at  No.   M   ^Inidon   Lane,  New  York,  Imt  since  1.S82  tlioy  liave  been 
shipped  from  the  factory  liere  to  their  various  destinations  direct. 

.Tanunrv  1,  1885,  lioth  partners  sold  out,  and  after  a  pros[)erons  career  of 
fully  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  old  name  of  Stl'kdv  Rkotiikus  ceased  to  exist. 
The  new  firm  consistii  of  .Tames  E.  Hlake,  who  was  for  :i  long  period  a  sales- 
man for  the  preceding  linn,  and  Edward  V.  Clailin,  for  many  years  in  their 
employ  as  foreman.  Though  he  has  relinquislied  all  active  participation, 
>Ir.  Albert  Sturdy  still  retains  a  linancial  interest  in  the  concern  as  a  special 
partner.  The  ])rosperity  which  followed  the  course  of.  the  old  firm  still 
attends  the  new.  Tlu;  youthful  element  introduced  has  given  new  impetus  to 
the  former  activity,  and  the  future  has  a  promising  outlook.  Some  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  i)revious  line  of  goods,  and  ceitain  lines  of  solid  gold 
jewelrv  are  now  ])eing  manufactured.  None  of  the  mendiers  of  this  lirni 
have  died.  One  of  those  who  retired  is  engagc(i  in  an  entirely  dilTerent 
occupation  and  the  others  are  "  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labors  " 

Two  years  prioi'  to  the  formation  of  the  above-mentioned  lirm  —  in  l.S."»7 
—  V.  H.  Blackixton  purchased  the  old  schoolhouse  at  Kobinsonville  and 
made  it  over  into  a  manufactory.  His  first  essay  was  in  jet  goods,  in  a  line 
for  ladies'  use.  This  pioved  successful,  the  business  incre:ise<l.  and  additions 
were  made  to  his  shop.  On  February  1."),  18<]i),  it  was  burned,  but  lebuilt  at 
once,  and  the  same  line  of  goods  manufactured  —  jet,  with  the  addition  of 
novelties,  military  goods,  society  emblems,  etc.  INIr.  lUackinton  still  con- 
tinues in  the  same  place,  but  his  shop,  instead  of  being  as  formerly  in  IJobin- 
sonville,  on  the  "  road  to  Nortii  Attleborough,"  is  on  Commonwealth  Avenue, 
Attleborough  Falls. 

.Snour,  Nkunky  &  Co.  This  firm  has  an  existence  of  a  (piailer  of  a 
century.  In  18(;2  JNIace  B.  Short,  Peter  Nerney,  and  ICphraim  Adams 
associated  togetiier  as  Nr.itN'KY  ifc  Co.  The  last-named  partner  remained  only 
aliout  nine  months  and  ]Messrs.  Nerney  and  Short  continued  until  187(). 
They  began  witii  the  production  of  horn  goods,  then  took  up  electro-plating, 
and,  by  general  license,  of  all  sorts  and  kinds  of  jewelry.  In  the  autumn  of 
bsTT.  James  J.  Ilorton  entered  the  liri'i,  which  took  its  present  title.  At  that 
time  the  electro-plating  business  was  sold  to  Nkknev  &  Lincoln,  and  the 
company  took  up  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  stock  i)lated  chains.  For 
several  years  the  ''  Nerney  Patent  Swivel"  has  also  been  made.  This  is  an 
invention  of  Mr.  Nerney,  and  he  took  out  a  patent  on  it  in  1<S8I. 

Tlie  average  numlri"  of  workmen  employed  in  this  establishment  in  ordinary 
times  is  llfty,  but  this  number  is  freipiently  increased  to  sovcnty-tive  and 
sometimes  more.  F<jr  issd,  which  was  a  light  year,  the  payroll  amounted 
to  over  820,000.  This  lirm  has  had  a  steady  success  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  none  has  a  better  re[)Utation.  It  has  changed  its  location  —  is  at  i)rescnt 
in  No.  lo  Mill  Street.  lOast  Attleborough.  It  has  n(j  out-of-town  oilice. 
[Changi's  have  been  made  l)y  the  admission  of  some  young  men  to  the  lirm, 
but  tiie  name  remains  the  same.] 
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T.  I.  Smith  &  Co.  Antodatiii<>  Iho  last-ineutioucd  linn  by  a  few  years, 
another  largo  finn  liad  its  hoginninor :  Tlieron  I.  Smith  and  David  I).' Cod- 
ding were  the  partners  and  the  innnc  Coddinc;  &  Smith.  Like  the  niajoritv 
these  gentlemen  began  in  a  small  room  and  in  a  small  wav.  At  the  end  of  a 
year  they  removed  to  IManslichl  Centre.  The  war  entirely  broke  up  their 
bnsiness  and  they  were  obliged  to  discontinne  it,  and  added  to  this  misfortune 
the  bnilding  wliero  their  tools  were  stoied  was  totally  destroyed  bv  fire  in 
May,  18(51,  and  they  "lost  everything."  T\wy  were  not,  hosvever,  perma- 
nently disheartened,  and  with  the  close  of  the  war  determined  to  try  again. 
In  July,  18(3."),  they,  together  with  C.  II.  Ames,  eommenced  the  business  for 
the  second  time  in  North  Attleborongh,  under  the  style  of  Coddino,  Smith 
&  Co.,  locating  in  Stephen  Kichardson's  buiUling.  At  the  end  of  two  j-ears 
of  moderate  prosperity  Mr.  Ames  left  the  firm  and  A.  E.  Codding  entered,' 
no  change  occurring  in  the  name.  At  this  time  a  complement  of  fifty  hands 
was  employed. 

In  January,  IHCT,  the  business  was  removed  to  the  Dennis  l^verett  factory, 
and  in  1871  another  move  was  made  to  the  new  factory  erected  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, where  it  remained  about  three  years.  ^N^hile  located  there  Mr. 
Smith  bought  out  his  two  partners  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  for  a 
year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  D.  1).  Codding  purchased  a  one-half  interest, 
and  the  present  firm  name  was  taken.  The  business  was  transferred  to  the 
E.  I.  Richards  building  in  ISSO,  and  in  January,  1881,  Henry  H.  Curtis,  a 
former  salesman,  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  the  firm.  He  subsequently 
withdrew,  and  E.  A.  Crawford  has  been  admitted,  and  the  present  members 
are  Messrs.  Smith,  Codding  and  Crawford.  Though  its  earlier  days  were  full 
of  difliculties  and  discouragements,  sullicient  even  to  annihilate  it  for  a  time, 
it  has  overcon)e  them  all  and  its  later  days  iiave  been  filled  witli  a  highly 
satisfactory  degree  of  prosperity.  This  firm  ranks  among  the  lai-gest  in 
town,  as  it  has  employed  generally  from  ninety  to  a  hundred  and  ten  hands. 
Its  specialties  have  been  bracelets,  pins,  charms,  etc.  At  present  these  are 
cuff-buttons  and  bracelets. 

J.  J.  &.  J.  M.  KiCHAKDS.  In  April,  1S(]4,  the  firm  of  E.  S.  Richards 
&  Co.  started  in  the  Company's  building  at  Xortii  Attleborongh.  Its  mem- 
bers were  E.  S.  and  J.  M.  Richards.  E.  S.  Richards  died  in  October,  186.'). 
and  his  two  brothers,  J.  J.  and  J.  M.  Richards,  bought  his  interest.  In 
January,  18(;(;,  they  assumed  the  present  firm  name.  In  Eebruary,  1871, 
they  moved  their  manul^ctory  to  Stephen  Richardson's  building,  and  five 
years  later,  in  187(3,  J.  J.  Richards.  Jr.,  suc<'eeded  to  his  father's  share  in  the 
business.  The  Richardson  building  was  l)urne(l  in  April,  188-.^,  and  in  the 
following  July  a  location  was  found  in  Totlen's  bnilding,  and  this  is  still 
rct.ained.  Of  the  three  brothers  formerly  in  this  firm  but  one  remains,  for 
J.  J.  Richards  died  in  August,  1882.  In  the  beginning  twenty  hands 
were  employed  —  now  double  that  number,  with  an  average  weekly  payroll 
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of  S700.  Tlic  spcc-iully  liore  is  <;oia  fiont  ooods,  nud  the  firm  has  uhvnys 
been  distlugiiished  forlho  supcMior  (Hialiiy  of  its  piodiictioiis.  'I'hiMf  is  a 
Xew  York  ollico  oonnoctcd  witii  it. 

J  ^y.  LuTiiKK  il-  Co.  -lames  W.  and  John  W.  Luther,  brotlicrs,  started 
in  January,  IHOa,  in  tiie  Steam  l^nver  l)uilding.  They  remained  tiiere 
for  ieu  years,  and  then  toolv  tiioir  present  situation  in  the  basement  of 
E  A.  Robinson's  shop.  They  are  hii)idaries,  and  besides  cutting:  and 
preparing  real  stones  they  also  manufacture  imitation  stones  for  jewelers' 
use  They  have  at  times  done  quite  a  lar-e  business  in  their  line,  employ- 
i„<r' fifteen  to  twentv  workmen,  and  havin-  a  payroll  of  some  $500  per 
month  In  this  as  in  all  other  lines  there  are  freciucntly  te.nporary  dull 
times  and  this  special  branch  of  tlie  trade  is  more  alTected  by  the  changes  in 
style  'than  some  others.  Patterns  in  gold  and  silver  goods  may  be  readdy 
cliancred,  and  prohtablv  ;  but  if  the  caprices  of  fashion  demand  neither  real 
nor  imitation  gems,  the  worker  in  liicse  must  be  oomp.-iratively  idle—  though 
there  is  always  something  to  be  done.  Tiiis  firm  is  one  of  excollcut  repute, 
and  the  Messrs.  Luther  arc  considered  skilled  workmen  in  their  art. 

F  S  Dravku  .t  Co.  Tills  lirm  was  formed  in  18G5  by  V.  S.  Draper, 
F.  S.  Bailev,  and  F.  G.  Fate,  as  Duaimcu,  ]\vtk  »fc  Bailey.  The  business  was 
at  first  established  in  the  Richards  factory,  and  subsequently  removed  to  the 
stone  factory  of  the  AVhiting  Manufacturing  Company.  Mr.  Fate  left  the 
firm  in  1875,  when  the  present  name  was  adopted.  About  this  time  the  Com- 
pany were  burned  out,  and  I^Ir.  Draper  soon  purchased  a  shop  on  Broad 
Street,  to  which  he  made  additions,  and  where  the  business  was  earned  on  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1877  he  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Bailey,  h.s 
remaining  associate,  and  continued  alone  but  under  the  same  name  as  before. 
Drapkr,'fatk  &  Bailky  had  a  remarkably  successful  career.  In  two  years 
their  business  grew  so  rapidly  that  the  number  of  workmen  increased  from 
twentv-live  to  a  hundred  and  twenty-live.  After  assuming  its  conduct  alone, 
Mr.  Draper  employed  sixty-live  hands  in  the  making  of  plated  charms  and 
fire-"ilt  chains,  and  his  annual  payroll  amounted  to  855,000. 

m".  Draper's  death  occurred  in  August,  1880,  and  on  Septemlicr  1  follow- 
in-  the  business  was  purchased  by  iMiss  Annie  IMeader,  who  had  for  a  long 
period  been  the  bookkeeper  of  the  concern,  and  for  several  years  had  had 
charge  of  the  buving  and  selling  and  tiie  general  oversight  of  its  atTairs. 
Miss  :SIeader  has'recently  removed  the  business  to  Fast  Attleborough,  but 
conducts  it  under  the  old  name  of  F.  S.  Duai-ku  &  Co.  She  has  no  partner, 
and  is  the/)nly  woman  in  town  whc»  attends  personally  to  manufacturing. 
Another,  Mrs.^F.  I.  Richards,  is  represented  in  a  firm,  as  has  been  stated, 
but  in  that  case  the  atTairs  are  conducted  by  the  other  partner,  her  son,  iMr. 
K.  Ira  Richards. 

The  Xew  York  ollice  (,f  F .  S.  Dkai-kk  &  Co.  is  at  I'.t-l  Broadway,  and  the 
specialty  is  German  silver,   lire-gilt,   and   nickel-plated  chains,  rolled    plate 
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chamis,  etc.  The  present  nianaiieinenl.  j^roves  to  be  successful,  a  fact  of 
interest  to  Indies  wlio  ni:iy  he  inclined  toward  a  mercantile  life.  [Finn  lias 
ceased  to  exist.] 

A.  Blsiikk  &  Co.  Albert  A.  Busliec  and  Ebenezer  IJacon  were  the  oriiri- 
nal  members  of  this  linn,  and  they  commenced  operations  January  liS,  ISGS, 
in  an  old  two-story  house  then  standin<!;  in  the  rear  of  the  Steam  Power  Com- 
pany's shop,  occupyinu;  only  the  lirst  lloor.  For  a  few  years  they  made  cheap 
goods,  with  fin;j;er-rings  as  a  specialty,  and  their  workmen  averap:ed  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five.  In  the  early  part  of  1S70  the  (irm  was  enlarged  bv  the 
entrance  of  Charles  II.  l»iisliee.  Two  years  hitei-  —  in  the  spring  of  1872  — 
they  erected  their  large  shop  on  County  Street.  This  is  a  wooden  slructine, 
100  feet  by  ;>.'),  and  tliiee  stories  high,  with  a  wing  in  liie  rcai-.  Of  this 
building  the  linn  themselves  occn[)y  the  tirst  lloor.  Thcv  have  taken  up 
anothei- sjiecialty  called  '-The  Original  Se[)aral)leC'urf  and  Collar  Buttons," 
which  aie  made  in  the  l)est  quality  of  lire  gilt.  In  this  they  have  been  very 
successful  for  a  number  of  years.  At  present  their  em])loyees  number 
about  seventy-five,  and  their  payroll  some  SoO.OOO  a  year.  Mr.  l?ac(m 
withdrew  from  the  linn  on  l)ccen)I)er  12,  l<s,s(i,  and  no  snl)se(pient  additions 
have  been  made.  The  Buslu'c  brotlu-rs  carry  on  the  business,  and  the  name 
has  been  unchanged  from  the  l)eginning. 

This  firm  has  been  especially  enterprising  and  its  trade  a  lucrative  one. 
JNIr.  Albert  Bushee  has  always  attended  to  the  entire  portion  of  its  out-of- 
town  alYairs,  and  has  traveled  extensively  in  its  interests.  Being  a  man  (jf 
energy  and  the  necessary  "  push,"  he  at  once  established  it  upon  a  tirm 
basis,  and  possessing  as  he  ih)es  many  of  the  characteristics  and  accomplish- 
ments essential  in  a  perfect  salesman,  his  efforts  l-.ave  been  attendcnl  l)y  most 
gratifying  results,  so  that  the  name  of  A.  Bcsiikk  A:  Co.  has  become  veiy 
well  known.     The  New  York  otlicc  is  at  2;>7  Broadway,  Room  No.  24. 

W.  &  S.  I^LACKINTON.  Tlus  llmi  was  formed  in  18(;;),  with  \X .  S.  and 
William  Sumner  Blackinton,  father  and  son,  as  i)artncrs.  During  the  twelve 
previ(jus  years  the  father  had  been  doing  something  in  the  jewelry  line,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  formation  of  this  lirni  that  he  met  with  anvthing  more 
tlian  very  ordinary  success.  After  the  organization  they  connnenced  making 
plated  chains,  and  Mr.  Blackinton  introduced  new  lines  of  these  goods,  of 
his  own  origination.  They  attracted  attention,  became  popular,  and  the 
ultimate  suc;ee.ss  of  the  lirm  was  assured.  'I'lie  lather  small  l)eginninir  was 
made  at  the  shuttle-sh(jp,  with  llfteen  hamls.  For  a  time  sui)se(iuentiy  :i 
portion  of  Bushee's  shop  was  occupied,  when  aI)out  eighty-live  haiuls  were 
employed,  and  then  tin;  present  quarters  in  one  of  the  Bates  buildings  were 
taken,  and  the  usual  eomplenient  of  hanils  increased  to  a  hundred  and  thirty. 
This  complement  has  .sometimes  reachetl  a  hundred  and  sixtv-live,  when  the 
business  would  represent  an  annual  sinn  of  several  hundred  thousand  ilollars. 
The  payroll  here  is  monthly,  and  reaches  at  present  •?7,.">00. 
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In  I8fi0  Louis  A.  Blackiuton,  aiiotlior  son.  wiis  adiuiUca  to  paitiiorsbip  ; 
bnt  the  name  reinaini-d  us  bofoio.  This  ilni.  uses  only  solid  rolled  -old  ph.te. 
and  confines  itself  exchisively  to  chains.  These  are  made  after  an  almost 
innumerable  number  of  patterns,  and  of  every  style,  from  the  heaviest 
-cable  chain,"  usable  as  a  gentleman's  watch-uard,  to  the  jnost  delicate 
infants'  neck  chain,  of  a  texture  almost  as  line  as  hair,  are  all  well  finished, 
and  present  a  handsome  appearance.  Indeed  an  adept  would  be  requircl  to 
detect  the  dillerence  between  many  of  these  and  soli.!  chains  of  the  same 
patterns  ^fr.  Hlackinton  litis  insisted  upon  -ood  workmansiiip.  takm-  pride 
in  the  qualitv  and  durability  of  his  manufaetuies,  and  their  popularity  has 
been-  well  earned  and  well  sustained.  The  firm  is  one  of  tlie  lar-est  m  the 
east  part  of  the  town.     The  ollice  in  New  York  has  always  been  at  No.  11 

Maiden  Lane.'  ^.     .,     v,.i 

SAniFK  liKos.  Geor<re  W.  Sadler  fust  started  in  business  at  South  Atlle- 
borou-hin  l8G:i,  in  partnership  with  Daniel  O.  Stanley,  as  SAi.m:u  .^  Stan- 
ley 'Subsequentlv  .Mr.  Stanlev  left  the  firm,  and  in  ISG'.I  the  business,  now 
that  of  Saulkk  r.Kos.,  began.  The  name  was  assumed  when  m  IS.O 
Albert  1).  Sadler  joined  his  brother.  lie  died  in  l-STo,  and  from  that  time 
until  18S4  the  founder  of  the  business  conducted  it  alone,  llis  death 
occurred  during  that  year,  and  the  ])usiness  was  then  taken  up  by  Charles  K. 
and  Herbert  A.  Sadler,  who  constitute  the  present  firm.  It  lias  always  been 
located  in  "the  city,"  and  since  the  commencement  has  manufactured  all 
tirades  of  brass  and  plated  jewelry. 

"  HouTON,  Ax(;ell  &  Co.  This  widely  known  firm  was  organized  m  18  J), 
bv  Edwin  .1.  Ilorton,  Benjamin  J.  Angell,  and  Gideon  .AI.  Ilorton,  who  at 
once  styled  themselves  by  this  name.  They  began  in  a  small  room  in 
Bailev's  shop,  now  Kobin.son's -hiring  only  a  few  hands.  By  LS/o  their 
trade^iad  so  much  increased  that  they  were  able  to  hire  half  a  Uoor  m  their 
present  shop,  that  of  A.  BfsuKK  ik  Co.  The  increase  continued,  and  about 
1876  an  entire  lloor  became  necessary,  and  in  .lanuary,  18.S1.  another,  so  that 
now  the  lirm  occupies  the  whole  of  the  second  and  third  floors.  I  heir  aver- 
age number  of  operatives  ranges  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  htty. 
quite  a  perceiita<re  of  these  being  women,  as  is  .also  the  case  with  A.  Blsiike 
&  Co.  Among  their  employees  are  many  who  have  never  worked  in  any 
other  shop,  and  many  who  have  continued  with  them  for  years.  Their  pay- 
roll is  abont  81,000  per  week,  and  they  still  maintain  their  old  ollice  m  Loom 
24,  No.  2:57  liroailwav,  New  York. 

Edwin  .1.  Ilorton  was  lost  in  the  collision  between  the  Sound  steamers  Nar- 
raeansett  an.l  St.mi.iL'ton,  which  occurred  .June  12,  1880.  Though  eompa.a- 
tively  young  both  in  years  and    in    commercial    alTairs,    he  had    lived    h>ng 

~  Mr.  ma"cUl,non,  s.-..  hns  -Uo  1.    The  two  broU.crs.  W.  S.  an.l  L.  A.  nia.kln.on.  contln..c.  .he  ....... 

ne.Hs  „n.lcr  the  same  nam.-,  an.l  It  may  be  saLl  with  the  sa.nc  .-.■pi.tntlon  an.l  .uccf,«. 
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enough  to  make  "  many  fiiends  in  the  trade."  Mo  was  the  traveling  member 
of  the  firm,  and  he  began  at  the  veiy  (irst  with  an  inllexible  determination  to 
make  his  business  a  success,  and  this  was  accomplished  during  his  lifetime. 
Everett  8.  Ilorton,  an  older  brother,  took  the  place  in  the  firm  thus  made 
vacant.  On  Octolier  11,  188G,  ]}.  J.  Angell  was  thrown  from  his  carriage 
near  the  Agricultural  Hall,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  from  the  c!Tects  of  the 
injuries  sustained.  Gideon  M.  Ilorton,  the  third  and  last  of  the  founders  of 
the  firm,  died  December  IG,  188G,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The  experience 
through  which  this  firm  has  passed  is  most  singular  and  unprecedented.  lu 
less  than  twenty  years  from  its  formation  the  three  original  memliers  had 
died,  all  of  them  suddenly,  two  of  them  violent  deaths^  but  its  copartner- 
ship alTairs  were  so  well  arranged  that  no  interruptions  followed  these  acci- 
dents. The  business  went  on  smoothly,  without  a  jai-,  though  the  vacant 
places  were  such  both  in  the  firm  and  in  the  community  as  cannot  easily 
be  filled. 

The  unusual  and  sudden  calling  away  of  his  partners,  added  to  his  own 
failing  health,  had  doubtless  turned  Mr.  Gideon  Ilorton's  attention  to  the 
future  career  of  his  firm  to  a  far  greater  degree  than  ordinary  ciicumstances 
would  warrant  in  a  man  of  his  years.  There  were  three  young  men  in  whom 
he  felt  i)eculiarly  interested  ;  two  of  them  had  l>een  in  the  emplov  of  the 
linn  from  ten  to  fourteen  years,  and  the  other  for  a  somewhat  shorter 
period,  but  all  had  proved  themselves  to  possess  worth  and  abiiitv.  A  full 
understanding  was  had  between  IMr.  Ilorton  and  his  brother,  the  then  only 
other  partner  previous  to  his  leaving  home  shortly  l)eforc  his  death,  with 
regard  to  the  prol)able  future  admittance  of  these  young  men  to  the  firm. 
Partial  arrangements  having  thus  been  made,  it  was  comparatively  easy  to 
mature  .such  others  as  were  necessary,  when  the  anticipated  time  arrived. 
Early  in  1887  the  present  partnersliii)  was  entcied  into,  under  the  first  and 
oidy  name  the  firm  has  ever  held.  These  partners  are  E.  S.  Ilorton,  T.  S. 
Carpenter,  M.  E.  Kowe,  and  II.  A.  Clark. 

The  chief  article  of  this  firm's  manufacture  —  known  evervwhere  as  its 
specialty — has  been  the  "Original  Separal)le  Sleeve  Button,  Collar  Button, 
and  Stud."  This  is  the  best  and  most  convenient  l)Utt()n,  it  is  said,  that  is 
made  at  the  present  time.  It  is  easily  adjusted,  and  from  its  real  merits 
claims  to  be  the  best.  These  merits  liave  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  though 
there  liave  been  many  attempts  to  infringe  upon  and  "  improve"  upon  them, 
they  still,  it  is  stated,  '*bear  the  palm."  Meanwhile  every  improvement  that 
could  be  devised  has  been  adopted  to  facilitate  this  manufacture,  and  many 
important  articles  of  machinery  have  been  made,  and  large  snnjs  of  money 
expended  for  that  purpose.  These  sleeve-buttons,  etc.,  are  made  of  rolled 
gold  plate,  stamped  H.  A.  &  Co.,  and  arc  warranted  by  the  firm  to  b.- 
'' exactly  as  stated  in  each  and  evi-ry  particular."  Their  durability  may  be 
shown  by  the  statement  that  the  oilice   [)ossesses  some,  which  njay  be  seen 
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tlicrc,  which  have  been  in  constant  use  for  eight  years,  and  are  still  in  good 
condition.  Unlike  many  enterprises,  the  higli  standard  set  in  the  lit-irinning 
has  in  this  instance  been  strictly  maintained  dniinir  all  the  ensuing  years. 
These  goods  are  sent  all  over  the  world,  and  "  the  best,"  we  are  told,  is  the 
universal  verdict  pronounced.  Besides  this  specialty  a  large  line  of  initial 
sleeve  and  collar  buttons,  a  new  line  of  initial  scarfpins,  and  in  great  quan- 
tities other  patent  l)u(tons,  besides  ladies'  slcevo-liuttons  and  cuff-fasteners 
counbined,  are  in.ade  by  this  lirni.  Its  make  includes  probably  over  two 
thousand  styles  of  collar-buttons,  sleeve-l>nttons,  studs,  etc.  These  facts 
will  give  some  idea  of  what  is  done  in  one  of  Attleliorough's  large  jewelry 
estal»lishments. 

This  linn  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  custom  of  weekly  payments  to 
employees,  a  custom  its  members  consider  advantageous  to  liotli  employers 
and  employed,  in  an  estalilishment  where  work  is  paid  l>y  ''the  hour"  as 
well  as  by  ''the  job."  Here  every  Monday  each  employee  is  paid  in  full  to 
the  Saturday  night  previous,  and  from  the  first  payday  to  the  piesi-nt  time 
"the  firm  have  never  missed  one."  HoirroN,  AN"(;i:Lh  «\:  Co.  began  with 
the  motto  of  an  ''  honest  and  straightforward  manner  of  dealing,"  and 
though  the  founders  have  all  passed  away,  the  new  members  in  retaining  the 
old  name  propose  to  maintain  the  old  principles  and  the  same  old  good 
reputation. 

Young  &  Bennett.  The  organization  of  the  Company  bearing  this  name 
took  place  in  1870,  its  members  being  Charles  P.  Young,  Alonzo  F.  Bennett, 
and  Edgar  Sargar.  In  lS7o  the  latter  retired.  They  located  first  on  ^Yash- 
inglou  Street,  North  Attleborough,  and  are  now  in  "Whiting's  building. 
They  make  solid  rolled  gold  plated  chains  and  trimniings.  They  have 
adopted  the  weekly  payday  system.  Their  out-of-town  otlice  is  in  Chicago. 
[Now  YoLNG  &   Steun.] 

E.  WiiiTNEV  ifc  Co.  Edwin  AVhitney  and  William  A.  Kead  were  the 
originators  of  this  firm,  and  they  commenced  manufacturing  in  the  old  shop 
at  the  Falls  with  ten  hands.  At  the  present  time,  when  business  is  gootl, 
they  employ  about  forty.  They  occupy  a  floor  in  Daggett's  building  to  which 
they  removed  in  1882.  They  began  at  first  to  make  allium  and  Bible  clasps, 
later  made  a  line  of  chains  and  novelties,  and  now  make  bar  pins,  brooches, 
carhoops  and  drops,  bracelets,  scarfpins,  cuff-buttons,  etc..  in  rolled  plate. 
There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  name  or  membership  since  the  formation, 
and  there  is  no  ofliee  except  the  one  at  llie  factory.  [No  firm  of  this  name 
in  existence.] 

•Stani.ky  Bkos.  Stephen  and  Benjamin  .Stanley  and  E.  C.  Knapp  asso- 
ciated themselves  together  May  1.  1871,  under  the  aliove  name.  .Vt  the  end 
of  four  years,  in  1875,  Mr.  Knapp  withdrew  from  the  partnership,  and  since 
then  the  two  l)rothers  Stanley  have  conducted  the  business  with  no  further 
change  in  the  firm.     They  are  in  the  same  location  they  have  always  occupied 
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in  the  olil  shop  at  the  Fulls,  but  tliov  have  iiia<lo  several  additions  in  the  wav 
of  space,  and  their  business  has  greatly  enlarged.  Thev  use  rolled  gold 
plate,  nothing  else,  and  manufacture  chains  of  many  kinds,  for  men,  wonioii, 
and  children's  wear.  The  average  numlter  of  hands  emi)loyed  is  about  thirtv- 
five,  sometimes  increased  to  llfty.  and  monliily  payments  are  made.  This  is 
a  steadily  prosperous  lirm,  and  it  has  an  ollice  at  20  IMaiden  Lane,  New 
York. 

Cu.MMixcs  it  Wexkl.  The  original  firm  name  was  E.  N.  Ci;mmi\gs  &  Co.. 
E.  N.  and  J.  C.  C'ummings  and  Nelson  Cnrpenter  constituting  the  same, 
and  it  was  fornicil  in  1871.  Mr.  Carpenter  retired  in  187.*3.  aud  Mr.  E.  N. 
Cnmmings  in  I'^TC).  at  which  time  Hem-y  Wexel  l)ecame  a  pai-tner  with  John 
Cuinmings,  and  tlie  lirm  took  its  present  name.  At  first  its  manufacture  was 
fine  sets  and  buttons;  at  present  its  specialty  consists  of  separable  and  non- 
separable  sleeve  and  collar  buttons,  in  bcnh  rolle<l  plate  and  fire  gilt.  Mr. 
Wexel  i)ossesses  great  ingenuity  and  mechanical  skill.  :uul  is  constantlv  at 
work  inventing  new  designs,  making  all  those  used  in  the  works  of  this  con- 
cern. This  firm  has  I)een  a  fortunate  one,  and  for  a  numlter  of  vears  has 
employed  (piite  a  large  force  of  workmen.  Its  oMice  in  New  York  is  at  17G 
Broadway.' 

P.  E.  WiTiiuuicLL,  successor  to  Havw.vuo  &  WixriEUKKL.  On  January  1, 
1873,  Henry  L.  Ilayward  aud  Nelson  Cariienter  foi-med  a  copartnership 
under  the  style  of  Havw.\ki)  &  Caupkntku,  and  commenced  operations  in 
the  Ilayward  factory.  Proctor  E.  Witheiell  purchased  IMr.  Carpenter's 
interest,  and  on  October  21,  1870,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  IIaywaud 
&  AViTiiKHKLL.  Mr  Ilayward  retired  December  !'.»,  188").  and  since  then  ■Mr. 
"Witherell  has  had  entire  charge  of  the  business.  On  Feliruary  9,  1887.  he 
bought  the  interest  of  the  Charles  E.  Ilayward  estate,  and  thus  became  sole 
partner  and  proprietor  under  the  aliove  name.  Th.erc  has  always  been  a 
variety  in  the  goods  produced  by  this  firm,  aud  ]Mr.  AVithercll  continues  the 
several  lines;  namely,  cuff  and  collar  buttons,  bar,  lace,  l)ib,  and  scarf  pins, 
sets,  drops,  etc.,  in  I'olled  plate.  The  employees  range  in  number  from 
twelve  to  forty,  according  to  the  dictation  of  the  market  in  the  direction  of 
his  manufacture.  3Ir.  AVitherell  maintains  no  office  in  New  York  but  has 
a  salesman  at  115  Worth  Street  there,  a  traveling  agent,  and  the  expectation 
of  opening  an  office  in  Chicago 

K.  F.Simmons  &  Co.  About  187;>  IMr.  Sinnnons  began  as  a  manufactur- 
ing jeweler,  and  renuiined  alone  something  over  a  year,  making  rolled  plale 
chains.     In  January,  1871,  he  took  E.  L.  Ilixon,  of  North  AttU'l)orough.  as 


'This  |i.iitiicislii|i  Im-i  lii'Oii  illssolvcil  1)\  the  w  llliilr.ivval  of  Mr.  <Juinmin;,'s  fiom  the  linn.  Mr 
Wcxel  has  assoi'iatol  some  yoiin>r  incii  with  hiins<-lf,  and  i-nntiniies  the  business  uiiilor  the  iiameof 
H.  WK.XKt.  .V  Co.  .Mr.  (;inniiilii;;!i  |iiir(-ha>ei|  the  liur-itie.-"*  known  as  the  I'.atks  lUiri'ox  C<>  ,  a" 
enterprise  .slartcl  liy  Mr.  .1.  .M.  IJales,  In  IfS  i.  lli.i  |ianner  U  .Mr.  .loscph  CJ.  llntcliinson,  iiro\ ioii-l.v 
connecie'l  Willi  the  liiiuun  (.;o.,  anil  the  llrin  name  Is  J.  C.  Ci.'MMIncvs  &  (Jo. 
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A  partner,  llius  creating  the  present  firm  name.  They  took  the  second  lloor 
of  llie  old  Daggett  jewcliy  shop,  jnst  south  of  the  stone  mill  at  the  Falls, 
In  March,  187o,  J.  L.  Sweet,  tiieu  of  East  Atllel)orougli,  entered  the  firm  as 
an  ecjual  partner,  hut  the  name  underwent  no  change,  and  in  the  following 
June  the  (irm  moved  to  liobinsville  and  established  their  manufactor}*  on  tiie 
first  lloor  of  the  Freeman  building.  Since  then  several  additions  have  been 
made  to  this  l)uilding  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
firm's  business,  and  it  now  occupies  "  something  over  10,000  sijuare  feet  of 
door." 

The  growth  of  this  enterprise  has  been  remarkable.  Twelve  years  ago  it 
was  by  comparison  insignificant,  requiring  but  eight  or  ten  hands  to  i)roduce 
the  goods  maile  ;  to-dtiy  it  is  a  lai'ge  industry  in  itself,  fui-nishing  employment 
to  over  two  hundred  i)eople,  and  distributing  among  them  for  a  month's 
■wages  from  SS.OOOto  89,000.  This  firm  confines  itself  entirely  to  the  manu- 
facture of  rolled  gold  plated  chains  in  great  variety,  and  only  of  the  very 
best  quality.  The  figures  given  show  something  of  the  proi)ortions  the  pro- 
duction has  assumed.  The  New  York  oUice  is  in  the  new  lvua|)p  Building, 
41  and  43  Maiden  Lane,  and  the  firm  is  "  represented  "  in  a  number  of  foreinn 
cities;  namely,  Kio  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  Montevideo,  Berlin,  Barcelona, 
and  Sydney,  New  South  AVales.  There  have  been  no  changes  since  the 
organization,  cither  by  death  or  withdrawal. 

The  course  of  this  firm  lias  been  a  brilliant  one,  and  its  sudden  though 
permanent  success  almost  unprecedented.  This  good  fortui}e  has  been 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  it  at  once  establisheil  a  reliable  character  for 
itself  as  a  manufacturing  house  that  invariably  produced  goods  which  prove 
what  they  purport  to  be,  and  that  its  members  were  possessed  of  the  needed 
sagacity,  foresight,  and  energy.  R.  F.  Simmoxs  &  Co.  probably  have  in 
their  employ  more  people  than  any  other  firm  in  town.' 

Bliss  Brotiikus  vt  Eveuett.  This  partnership  continued  for  about  four- 
teen years.  In  1873  Charles  E.  and  Everett  B.  Bliss  and  K.  L.  F.  Everett 
organized  a  firm  under  this  name.  They  first  located  in  the  Steam  Power 
Company's  building,  but  moved  from  there  February  1,  1870,  to  their  pres- 
ent location  in  the  Robinson  Building  No.  2.  They  have  an  oflice  in  Boom 
18,  No.  176  Biroadway,  New  York,  and  Mr.  Everett  has  attended  to  the 
interests  of  the  business  there.  They  commenced  with  the  manufacture  of 
ladies'  sets,  but  as  fashions  have  changed  they  have  gradually  changed  their 
style  of  work,  and  at  present  are  making  gentlemen's  and  ladies'  charms, 
bar  and  cuff  pins,  collar-buttons,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles  of  orna- 
mented jewelry.     From  the  commencement  they  have  used  a  good  quality  of 

'  Dutlnj;  18M-93  tlicy  orcctotl  a  larjre  f.ictory  .nt  RlncklntoiivlMc,  lictwoon  the  ISuii^ray  Ulvcr  nii>l  Uie 
AulcborouKli  I'.rancli  liallroail,  ca^t  of  tin-  rnx-inp.  The  IxiUilliip,  Incluillii;,'  ilic  oilires.  Is  ■.'.■..'.  fcut 
loiiK.  about  3(;  fet't  wlitc.  ami  tlircc  stories  lilgli.  The  owners  orciipy  the  s^ci-oiul  lloor,  ami  Hllss 
Brothers  and  C.  A.  Wcihercll  &  Co.  the  third  lloor. 
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rolled  pLito  and  have  always  niaiiitaiiied  the  good  rei)iilation  their  i^oods 
gained  for  thein.  They  employ  from  thirty  to  fifty  hamls,  which  proves 
them  to  have  been  successful.  The  oriyiual  firm  has  recently  been  dissolved 
by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Kverett,  but  the  l)u.siness  will  be  continued  by  the 
other  two  members  under  the  name  of  ]>i,iss  I^kotmkks. 

Watson,  Newell  l^  Co.  Novend)cr  1,  1874,  Charles  J.  Cobb,  iSanmel 
Gould,  Clarence  L.  Watson,  and  Fred.  A.  Newell  formed  a  partnership  under 
the  style  of  Couu,  Gollu  &  Co.'  Mr.  Cobb  left  the  firm  February  29,  1.S79, 
and  Mr.  Gould  on  January  10,  ISSO,  when  the  name  became,  after  the  two 
remaining  partners,  Watson  I'ic  Newell.  January  1,  18<S7,  Joseph  F.  Ripley 
entered  the  firm,  which  then  allixed  Co.  to  its  name.  The  number  of  hands 
at  the  beginning  was  twelve,  and  there  ai'e  now  a  hundred,  the  average  num- 
ber for  some  years.  The  weekly  payroll  is  Si, 000.  Solid,  rolled  plate  jew- 
elry is  the  manufacture  of  this  firm,  and  at  ])resent  a  specialty  is  made  of 
sleeve  and  collar  buttons.  This  has  in  former  years  been  varied  by  the 
making  of  several  styles  of  pins,  such  as  lace,  cuff,  and  shawl  pins.  The 
location  has  always  been  on  Union  Street  and  there  is  no  out-of-town  ollice. 
This  is  a  substantial  as  well  as  enterprising  lirm,  as  its  well-sustained  position, 
after  an  existence  of  less  than  fifteen  years  among  the  laiirest  and  most 
prominent  of  the  East  Attleborough  companies,  amply  testifies. 

R.  B.  Macdonald  commenced  business  for  himself  January  1,  1874,  in 
the  Steam  Po^Yer  Company's  building.  He  began  to  manufacture  chain 
swivels,  and  soon  built  uj)  quite  a  large  and  lucrative  business.  Mr.  ^Mao- 
douald  moved  in  January,  1881,  to  his  present  location,  the  ground  floor  of 
Bates'  new  building  on  Union  Street.  At  that  time  he  made  a  change  in  bis 
style  of  manufacture,  and  took  up  the  making  of  fine  plated  chains,  subse- 
quently adding  specialties  in  charms,  brooches,  pins.  etc.  He  generally 
employs  from  fifteen  to  twenty  workmen,  and  his  monthly  payroll  ranges 
from  8(500  to  §1,000.  He  has  never  had  a  partner,  and  his  success  is  due  to 
his  own  efforts.     I.  W.  Lucas  has  charge  of  the  sales  for  this  manufactory. 

Joseph  J.  Doyle  took  his  present  location  on  the  •' 'I'aunton  load." 
Hebronville,  in  187.T.  He  manufactures  enameled  wood  goods,  and  is  also 
a  japan  enameler,  etc.  His  present  working  force  is  about  ten  hands,  with 
a  payroll  of  S2J0  per  inonth.  [Mr.  Doyle  has  left  town,  and  his  ijusiness  has 
passed  into  other  hands.] 

John  Et/.ensi-kkoek  began  business  in  July,  1876,  alone.  In  1880  W.  A. 
and  0.  C.  ^Miller  became  associated  with  him,  but  they  remained  his  partners 
for  only  three  years,  as  in  February,  18H;),  he  l)Ought  them  out,  and  since  tliat 
time  has  been  again  alone.     He  carries  on  his  business  in  the  K.  I.  Richards 


'  For  tonic  time  (luvins  the  earliest  rlnys  of  this  linn's  existence  Mr.  W.  A.  Uattey  wns  eoniiectC"! 
with  the  Imsliicss,  thnuuh  not  a>.  an  active  parlnvc  In  tlie  concern.  Since  the  above  notice  was  wrllti-n 
Bonic  chanjjes  In  partnership,  liy  Hilnii>slon,  lia\c  occurreil,  hut  the  well-known  name  ren\alns 
unchftnj;eil. 
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factory,  and  employs  from  twenty  to  forty  hands  in  the  making  of  rolled 
pold  plated  chains  and  chain  bracelets. 

Nkrnky  &  Lincoln.  Iu  187G  William  Nerney  and  Fred.  W.  Lincoln  pur- 
chased the  electro-plating  business  which  had  for  some  years  previous  been 
carried  on  by  Siiour  &  Nkhnkv,  and  established  this  firm.  To  the  business 
of  electro-plating  they  add  that  of  coloring  jewelry,  but  are  not  manufac- 
turers. They  are  located  in  Bates'  Building  No.  1.  Their  employees  aix- 
boys,  and  at  present  the  number  is  not  large.' 

W.  T.  CiiAKKK,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Ciiafee  &  Ballou,  General 
Engi-avers,  continues  that  occupation  at  Anawan  Block,  North  Attlcborough, 
iu  connection   with  a  repairing  business.     He  employs  two  or  three  hands. 

S.  E.  FisiiKK  &  Co.,  with  .S.  K.  and  AV.  W.  Fisher  and  E.  D.  Sturtevant 
as  partners,  succeeded  to  the  firm  of  Dkmakk.st,  Fisher  «S:  Co.  on  July  1, 
1887,  and  this  partnership  iias  continued  till  now  unchanged.  The  basement 
of  Stephen  l»ichardson's  factory  was  their  first  place  of  business,  and  on 
January  1.  1881,  they  moved  to  the  place  tliey  now  occupy  in  the  new 
Union  Power  Company's  building.  They  started  with  twentj'-five  hands, 
have  sometimes  employed  a  hundred,  and  now  have  about  sixty.  Their 
monthly  payments  for  laljor  have  been  as  much  as  S<sUOO,  and  now  averafre 
about  S3, 000.  These  figures  place  them  among  the  large  firms  of  their 
vicinity.  They  make  rolled  plated  goods  of  the  finest  grades,  and  specialties 
of  ladies'  lace  pins,  drops,  sets,  bangles,  bracelets,  lockets,  etc.  Thev  have 
an  oflice  at  41  Maiden  Lane,  New  York. 

G.  K.  Webster  is  located  in  Whiting's  shop.  The  first  firm  name  was 
G.  K.  Webster  &  Co.;  but  in  1883  the  "Co."  was  dropped.  The  first 
location  was  in  the  Company's  shop,  w^here  from  ten  to  fifteen  hands  were 
employed;  at  the  present  time  from  forty  to  fifty  are  employed,  a  satisfac- 
tory increase  for  four  or  five  years.  This  is  a  manufactory  of  solid  rolled 
plate  goods,  —  collar  and  sleeve  buttons, — and  they  are  sold  througli  the 
New  York  office  at  17C  Broadway. 

CoDDiNd  Brothers.  January  J,  1878,  the  three  brothers  —  Artliur  E., 
James  A.,  and  EdAyin  A.  Codding — formed  a  partnership  under  the  above 
name.  Their  business  is  conducted  at  North  Attlcborough,  and  their  New 
York  oflice  is  at  li)-!  Broadway.  They  employ  about  twenty  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  rolled  plate  bracelets.  There  iiave  been  no  changes  in  this 
firm  since  its  organization. - 

3Iarsii  cV;  Bkjney.  Tills  firm  started  under  its  present  name  and  with  its 
present  members,  Charles  A.  !Marsh  and  Sidney  (J.   Bigney,  at  North  Attle- 


'  Messrs.  Xorncy  and  Lincoln  dlssulvcil  partncrslilp  November  I,  1S!<^,  anil  on  the  name  <lay  entered 
the  tinn  of  C.  A.  Wkthkkkll  A:  Co.  which  had  been  fornud  previously.  The  fipccialty  is  uovcltlca 
In  sliver. 

'Tlie  present  name  of  this  ilrni  is  C<)I>I>1NG  Buotiikks  H.  llKiLitoux  and  their  location  in  Codding 
Brothers'  l)iiilding  on  .Jay  street  near  Klni  ."itreet,  North  AttlcliorouKli. 
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boi-oui;li  uii  l)i.'Ct;inl)ci-  15,  1S7'J.  Tlioy  hcufin  opcrtition^s  in  tlie  KicharcUoii 
factory  Avilli  about  ten  workiiion.  In  April,  1882,  tiiey  were  completely 
burned  out,  and  they  then  removed  to  East  Attleboronirh  and  located  in 
one  of  K.  A.  Kolnnson's  buiklinus  tlierc,  where  they  still  remain.  Their 
workmen  now  nuiu))cr  thirty,  and  their  payroll  amounts  to  about  Sl,oO()  a 
month.  They  are  manufacturers  of  rolled  plate  goods,  and  their  specialties 
arc  the  "  M.  &  li.  Patent  Neck  Chain,"  vest  chains  for  u;entlemeu.  and 
ladies'  chains.  Tiiey  iiave  no  out-of-town  odice,  but  Mr.  J^Iarsh  attends  to 
the  sales  which  are  consunnnated  lai<;ely  in  New  York  and  Chicauo.  This 
firm  has  had  a  very  satisfactory  cari'cr,  and  with  the  exception  of  its  mis- 
fortune from  fire  has  lieen  steadily  i)iosperons.  [Dissolved  pai-tnership  in 
July,    181)1.] 

S.  W.  Gon.i)  &  Co.  This  firm  has  been  in  existence  since  January, 
1880,  when  Messrs.  Sanmel  W.  and  William  II.  Gould,  brothers,  associated 
themselves  to.uether  as  a  manufactui-ing  lirm  under  this  style,  beginning  in 
one  of  Robinson's  buildings.  They  subsequently  moved  to  Bates'  l)uilding 
on  Union  Street,  where  they  now  are.  Their  specialties  aie  ladies'  bar  pins, 
buttons,  brooches,  etc.,  of  rolled  plate  and  what  is  called  gold  fiont  manu- 
facture. Since  the  first  the  firm  has  averaged  a  working  force  of  fifty  hands, 
which  shows  that  the  business  is  a  steady  and 'successful  one.  There  is  an 
oilicc  at  10  Maiden  Lane,  New  York.  ISIr.  George  L.  Sweet,  of  the  firm  of 
HaywauL)  &  SwKET,  formerly  acted  as  salesman  for  this  firm.  The  present 
salesman  is  William  \V.  ]Middlebrook,  formerly  employed  in  that  capacity  for 
C.  E.  Haywauu  &  Co.^ 

J.  M.  Fisiir.K  ifc  Co.  The  original  firm,  formed  January  1,  1880.  was 
Haukis  &  FismcK,  J.  M.  Fisher  and  C  K.  Harris  being  its  members. 
They  occupied  quarters  in  Robinson's  small  brick  building  and  now  occuiiy 
the  upper  floor  of  his  new  building.  In  February,  1885,  IMr.  Harris  left 
the  firm  and  S.  A.  Briggs  entered  it.  and  the  present  name  was  adopted.  It 
had  a  very  small  beginning,  with  only  five  hands ;  now  it  employs  from  forty 
to  fifty.  It  has  adopted  the  system  of  weekly  payments.  The  manufacture 
is  chiefly  charms  and  lockets  in  solid  rolled  plate.  The  only  ollice  is  at  the 
factory  in  town. 

John  P.  Bonnett  started  in  business  with  (Jeorge  W.  Cheever,  as  Chekvki: 
&  BONXKTT,  in  the  rear  factory  of  the  Company's  buildings  in  North  Attic- 
borough.  In  December,  1880,  this  firm  dissolved  partnership,  and  Mr. 
Bonnett  then  commenced  on  his  own  account  in  a  very  small  shop  on  Kim 
Street,  near  "Foster's  bridge."  In  188.5  he  moved  into  his  present  quarters, 
a  shop  seventy  feet  long  by  twenty-five  wide,  just  beside  the  old  one.  His 
business  is  that  of  electro-plating,  electrotyping,  and  coloring  of   jewelry. 


'The  original  llrm  wii-  dlssolvcM;  but  ;inotlior  uinlcr  the  ^.-mu!  ntime  has  been  fonnc<l,  the  incinbcrs 
o{  which  arc  Messrs.  8.  W.  Gouhl  ami  Frank  W.  and  Oliver  V.  IJllss.    I'l'lils  linn  has  dlssolvcil.) 
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and  lie  also  works  on  silvenvfirc.  He  employs  from  ten  to  twelve  li.'inds, 
and  Ills  monthly  payments  to  tiie  same  ranu;e  from  SGOO  to  8700.  ]S[r. 
Bonnett  does  quite  a  large  business  and,  considerina-  the  amount  of  capital 
invested,  a  very  profitable  one.     [Now  in  IJichards  Ijuilding.] 

L.  E.  Sadler  began  in  1880  in  Kobinson's  building  to  manufacture  a 
*'  specialty "  in  rolled  plate  goods.  This  embraces  lace  and  scarf  pins, 
brooches,  bracelets,  studs,  and  collar-buttons.  He  keeps  from  ten  to 
twenty-five  hands  eniployed,  according  to  the  conditions  of  business.  [Now 
foreman  for  F.  H.  Sadler  &  Co.] 

W.  G.  Ci.AHK  &  Co.  March  1,  18S1,  Walter  G.  Claik  and  ,lohn  F. 
Mackinson  started  this  iirm,  locating  in  F.  S.  Draper's  ])uildiug  at  North 
Attleborough.  There  has  been  no  change  excepting  that  of  removing  the 
business  to  B.  S.  Freeman's  building  at  the  Falls.  The  specialty  of  this 
firm  is  sleeve-l>uttons  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  of  rolled  gold  i>late. 
It  has  an  ollice  at  r.'O  Broadway,   New  York. 

D.  F.  BuKics  ])cgan  on  July  23,  18S2,  at  the  Falls,  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  manufacture  solid  gold,  silver,  and  rolled  plate  swivels  ;  al.-so,  spring 
rings,  bars,  and  chain  trinnnings,  and  vest  and  eyeglass  chains,  with  findings 
and  watch  materials.  His  specialty  is  gold,  silver,  plate,  and  jet  eveglas.s 
chains.  Mr.  Briggs  commenced  with  one  employee  and  has  now  twenty- 
eight,  his  monthly  payroll  averaging  about  8700,  an  encoui-aging  increase 
for  five  years.  He  has  no  out-of-town  office.  [Later  Mr.  Briggs  associ- 
ated with  himself  two  partners,  as  the  D.  F.  Briggs  Company  ;  still  later 
he  sold  out  and  is  now  connected  with  \\.  F.  Briggs  tt  Co.,  Attleborough 
Falls.] 

Daggett  &  Clap.  In  August,  1882,  Harvey  Clap  and  H.  jNI.  Daggett, 
Jr.,  commenced  manufacturing  at  Mansfield  in  the  Kingman  &  Hodges 
shop.  At  the  end  of  three  days  a  failure  of  water-power  occurred  there. 
They  immediately  hired  shop  room  of  H.  N.  Daggett  in  the  original  old 
.  cotton  mill  at  the  Falls,  moved  their  machinery  and  tools  in  the  night,  and 
were  ready  to  go  to  work  in  the  morning.  In  September,  188G.  they  made 
another  move,  to  the  third  lloor  of  Bates'  new  building  in  East  Attle- 
borough. The  firju  have  already  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success, 
as  they  employ  about  sixty  hands,  to  whom  they  pay  weekly  over  8500. 
During  188G  they  melted  nearly  810,000  worth  of  gold  in  the  making  of 
heavy  plate  for  the  manufacture  of  a  variety  of  ladies'  goods,  such  as  but- 
tons, bracelets,  initial  goods,  novelties,  etc.  There  is  an  ollice  belonging  to 
this  firm  at  41  and  43  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  and  another  at  82  ^ladison 
Street,  Chicago. 

H.  H.  CuuTis  «Jc  Co.  Henr}'  II.  Curtis  and  George  H.  Coggsill  arc  tiic 
partners  in  this  firm,  and  they  organized  in  May,  1883,  and  located  where 
they  now  arc,  in  the  Company's  building  at  North  Attleborough.  They 
began  with  twenty  hands,  have  now  about  thirty-five,  and  when  business  is 
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brisk  their  oiders  icqiiiro  a])oiit  sixty-five.  They  have  a  specialty  of  sleeve- 
buttons  for  Indies  and  gentlemen,  in  rolled  plate.  'J'here  have  been  no 
chani^es  in  this  firm  and  it  has  no  out-of-town  ollicc.  [Now  in  E.  I. 
Kichards'  buildinii.] 

RiLicY  &  FiiKNcii.  The  organization  of  this  firm  dates  from  June  1. 
1883.  There  have  ))cen  no  changes  in  the  firm  and  but  one  in  location. 
They  occupied  a  portion  of  the  Dennis  Everett  factory  on  East  Street  in 
the  beginning  and  aie  now  in  that  of  the  Totten  Brothers.  The  increase  to 
be  noted  here  is  from  fifteen  to  seventy-five  employees  in  four  years.  The 
present  weekly  payi'oU  is  8600  to  S700.  This  firm  makes  both  solid  gold 
and  rolled-plate  jewelry  and  a  special  ladies'  sleeve-button  with  pin  and 
chain  attachment,  of  which  manufacture  it  is  the  patentee.  The  members 
of  this  enterprising  company  are  G.  Herbert  French  and  William  H.  Riley, 
Jr.  They  maintain  an  ollice  at  178  Broad\vay,  New  York.  [Present  name 
RiLKY,  IIkikron  &  Fkkn'cii.] 

F.  S.  GiLHEKT.  In  October,  18.S-1,  the  firm  of  F.  G.  Patk  «fc  Co.  sold 
out  their  tools,  fixtures,  etc.,  and  these  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Gilbert. 
He  at  once  started  work  in  the  Union  Power  Company  building  with  four 
hands  and  at  present,  when  '^  running  full  time,"  employs  thirty.  His 
manufacture  consists  of  both  gold  and  gold-plated  goods  in  articles  for  both 
ladies  and  gentlemen  and  in  assorted  lines.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  an  ollice  at  202 
Broadway,  New  York,  and  his  business  is  gaining  steadily  in  size  and  extent. 

C.  R.  Hauuis  on  retiring  from  the  firm  of  Haiikis  iSc  Fisher  in  February, 
1885,  at  once  opened  for  himself  in  a  new  line  of  business.  He  began  with 
charms,  lockets,  and  emldems,  and  to  these  soon  added  a  full  line  of  chains, 
all  being  made  of  fine  rolled  plate.  His  manufactory  and  ollice  are  both  on 
Union  Street,  East  Attleborough.      [Mr.  Ilariis  has  left  town.] 

J.  N.  Hugo  &  Co.  The  firm  of  Knight  t^  Beruv  was  organized  June  1, 
188."),  and  it  began  to  carry  on  business  in  the  wo(jden  l)uilding  in  the  I'car  of 
Whiting's  stone  factoi-y,  where  the  pri'sent  firm  is  still  located.  September 
1,  188.5,  George  Brownicker  entered  the  firm  and  Co.  was  adiled  to  its  name. 
November  1  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Knight  withdrew,  but  the  name  remained 
unchanged.  December  1,  1885,  John  N.  Hugo  became  a  partner,  and 
the  name  was  then  changed  to  Hl(;o  »fc  liEURV.  October  25,  1886,  3Ir. 
Brownicker  withdrew,  and  January  1,  1887,  Mr.  Berry  also.  At  this  time  the 
uamc  underwent  another  change,  becoming  as  above,  with  John  X.  Hugo 
and  John  P.  O'Connor  as  i)artners.  The  number  of  operatives  varies  from 
ten  to  thirty  in  different  months.  Lace,  scarf,  and  shawl  pins,  brooches, 
bracelets,  and  eardrops  :u-e  made,  with  a  specialty  of  sleeve-buttons,  in 
rolled  gold  plate  and  solid  gold  front  work.  The  only  oflice  is  at  the  factory 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  IiuiMing  before  mentioned.  [This  firm  is  not  in 
existence.] 

T.  J.  Hali.idav  &  Co.     A  firm  under  the  style  of  Bknnktt  i*c  HA)>Ln)Ay 
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op'anized  Fcbniaiy  1,  1885,  siiul  l)c;j;an  work  in  Guild's  Block,  North  Attle- 
lM)rouf^li,  subst-qnontiy  reiiiovins;  to  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  present  (uin 
in  l?obinson's  Imildina;,  East  Attlcborouuii.  January  1,  188G,  .Mr.  Ilallidjiy 
hoii'dit  Mr.  Bennett's  interest  and  continues  under  the  above  name.  As  yet 
the  number  of  hands  has  never  exceeded  twelve.  The  special  manufacture 
is  lace  and  scarf  pins  and  eardrops  in  solid  rolled  plate,  and  there  is  no 
out-of-town  oflice.      [Mr.  Halliday  has  left  town.] 

C.  A.  SiiKrAKOSON  began  aliout  two  years  ago  at  room  7,  Crandall's 
Block,  an  engraving  and  chasing  l)usiness,  and  he  is  also  a  jewelry  design 
maker.  He  usually  employs  about  live  men,  and  pays  them  an  average  of 
82.50  per  day  each,  or  87.0  a  month.  He  is  still  located  in  the  same  place. 
[Not  in  the  business.] 

WiiEATON  &  IliciiAUDS.  This  is  one  of  the  most  recently  organized  firms 
in  town.  Jlark  O.  AVheaton  and  J.  Shepard  Ricliards  formed  a  coi>artner- 
ship  on  November  1."),  18SG.  They  are  located  in  l\ol)inson  building  number 
l,and  their  specialty  is  lever  collar  and  sleeve  l)uttons  made  of  line  rolled 
f^old  plate.  Beyond  this  little  can  as  yet  be  said  of  this  lirm,  as  when  our 
information  was  received  there  had  only  been  sullicient  time  after  the  oi'gani- 
zation  to  get  samples  into  the  market.  [Present  name  Whkaton,  Kiciiahds 
&  Co.] 

Oscar  M.  Draper  started  in  business  in  1802,  under  the  name  of  O.  M. 
DuAi'EK  &  Co.,  E.  I.  Kichards  being  associated  with  him.  In  18»!8  the 
name  became  O.  M.  Dkaimck  alone.  In  1870  he  took  and  lias  since  occupied 
an  entire  floor  in  the  new  Kichards  factory.  He  began  and  has  continued 
with  a  specialty  of  patent  fire-gilt  and  nickel  chains,  and  he  also  makes  charms 
and  swivels.  He  was  the  first  in  town  to  manufacture  what  arc  known  as 
"  swedged  goods,"  and  his  machinery  is  the  most  complete  and  ingenious  used 
in  tiie  production  of  this  line  of  goods.  His  business  is  u  large  and  prolit- 
able  one,  and  he  gives  employment  to  about  eighty  hands. 

R.  Blackinton  &  Co.  dates  back  to  18«'»3,  when  the  firm  was  organized 
with  R.  Blackinton,  T.  S.  Mann,  and  AValtcr  Ballon  as  members.  They 
l>eg:in  at  the  Falls,  where,  in  ]8(w,  Mr.  ^Nlann  withdrew.  In  187.'3  3fessrs. 
Blackinton  &  Ballon,  then  and  still  the  only  members  of  the  firm,  moved 
to  the  Richards  building,  and  subsequently  to  F.  G.  Whitney's  factory,  where 
they  now  are.  This  has  been  an  es|)ecially  successful  firm,  it  having  at  times 
employed  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  forty  hands.  Solid  gold  and  all  kinds 
of  plated  jewelry  are  manufactured  in  this  establishment,  and  at  present 
there  is  a  specialty  of  bracelets. 

K.  1.  FitANKi.iN  .fc  Co.  is  among  the  large  firms.  It  began  in  1874  with 
Klton  I.  Franklin,  Hiram  S.  Somes,  and  Clarence  W.  Fisher  as  its  partners. 
Messrs.  Franklin  it  Fisher  purchased  tlie  interest  of  the  third  partner,  and 
eontinuc  in  the  business  together  uiub-r  the  original  name.  Tliey  have  ln-en 
in  both  the  Bichards(jn  and   Draper  shops,  and  are  now  in  AV'hiting's.     They 
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hftve  given  cinploynK-nt  to  fi<:l)(Y  l::\n<ls  in  tlio  making  of  froUl  front  and 
plalctrgooils  of  vaiions  kinds  for  Indit-s'  wear.  [Now  in  Wiiitncv's  buikling.] 
8ani)1.ani>,  Cai'1!ON  &  Co.  started  in  tlif  Richards  "back  factory"  in 
1870,  and  roniovcd  in  1881  to  the  I'nion  I'owcr  Company  Ituilding.  Tlity 
make  a  general  line  of  plated  goods  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  furnish 
employment  to  abont  seventy-live  workmen. 

C.  E.  Smith  ilc  Co.  do  (piite  a  large  business  in  solid  jewelry,  and  they 
also  make  both  real  and  imitation  diamond  jewelry.  [The  name  of  this  firm 
is  now  HuGi'.KK  i^   Nir.Es.] 

DicMAKKST  it  ])KAi>v.  The  prcseiit  firm  dates  from  1877.  Five  years 
previous  INIr.  Demarest  organized  a  stock  company  having  nine  associates, 
which  carried  on  business  in  Wetherell's  factory,  at  I'lainville.  In  1874  he 
sold  out  there  and  organized  another  stock  comp..;:y  of  live  associates,  under 
the  style  of  Dk.maukst  &  1msiii.i:,  which  had  its  manufactory  in  the  Richard- 
son building.  North  Attleborough.  In  1877  Mr.  Demarest  sold  out  here  and 
formed  a  iwrtnership  with  I\lr.  Ibady.  George  Demarest  and  15.  15.  Brady 
are  the  only  members  of  the  tirm,  which  is  located  in  the  Whiting  Manufac- 
turing Company  building.  It  has  a  special  make  of  sets,  drops,  studs,  and 
scarf  pins.  Mr.  Demarest  originated  the  stock  plan  which  has  been  followed 
bv  others  with  success. 

'  Mason,  Dhai-kk  iV:  Co.  is  another  large  firm,  and  is  located  in  the  Free- 
man shop  at  the  Falls.  It  connnenced  manufacturing  in  1870.  It  has  in  its 
employ  about  seventy-five  men,  and  has  a  line  of  specialties  in  rolled  stock 
plate, "^such  as  patent  bracelets,  ladies'  sets,  bar  pins,  etc.,  and  has  an  otlice 
in  New  York  at  170  liroadway.  The  members  are  .M.  H.  and  S.  D.  ]Mason 
and  C.  F.  Draper.  [This  firm  dissolved  partnership  and  two  firms  subse- 
quently formed  are  an  outgrowth  of  it;  namely,  :\Iasok  &  lioniiiNS  and  the 
Mason  Jkwkluv  Co.,  both  at  Attleborough  Falls. J 

Smith  &  Cuosnv  are  also  among  the  larger  companies  in  the  east  part  of 
the  town.  The  firm  was  established  in  187-J.  with  three  members,  W.  H. 
Su)ith,  A.  R.  Crosby,  and  C.  E.  Smith.  The  latter  has  since  witlidrawn.  and 
the  two  former  are'  the  only  partners.  Tiie  firm  makes  a  specially  of  solid 
gold  front  goods,  of  which  it  produces  a  great  variety,  employing  when  busi- 
ness is  good  fifty  hands  and  fifteen  engravers. 

W.  H.  Wh.maktm  it  Co.  is  still  another  large  firm  in  East  Attleborough, 
and  began  its  existence  in  1872,  with  W.  II.  and  J.  C  NVilmurth,  forming 
the  then  firm  of  Wilmauth  liitoTMKKS,  which  began  business  in  Robinsons 
oldsliop.  In  1873  J.  W.  Luther  was  admitted  to  tiie  firm,  which  was  then 
styled  1athi:k  »1^:  Wilmauth  Ukcthkks.  Shortly  after  Willard  Wheeler 
became  a  partner,  and  the  name  Luthkk,  Wii.MAinii  Ukothkks  A:  Whki:i.i.h- 
Messrs.  .1.  C.  Wibuarth,  Luther,  and  Wheeler  retired  in  succession,  and  m 
187G  the  entire  business  became  vested  in  W.  II.  Wilmarth.  The  origmal 
manufacture   was  rolled  plated  chain  ;  this  was  changed  to  brass  and  firi:- 
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